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WORLD COUNCIL OFFICER NOTES 
GROWING INTEREST IN UNITY 


(New York) - The increasing expression of mutual interest in Christian unity 
by Protestants, Catholics, and Orthodox and the relaxation of religious 
tensions are stressed in the annual year-end report prepared by Dr. Roswell 
_P. Barnes, the World Council of Churches! executive secretary in the US. 


"Interest in unity became pervasive among Christians in 1962", he wrote. 
"Tt had already been steadily spreading among Protestant leaders in America 
and Western Hurope, in the younger churches of Asia and Africa and in Eastern 
Orthodoxy until it had involved most of the Protestant and Orthodox churches.” 


Dr. Barnes said the most notable extension of interest in unity was 
demonstrated in the attendance of Protestant and Orthodox delegate-observers 
at the Second Vatican Council, now in recess until September 8 and in the 
Ntattention given there to ‘the convictions of other churches", 


He noted that the non-Catholic observers at the Vatican Council had been 
preceded.in 1961 by the attendance for the first time of Catholic official 
observers at a WCC Assembly. This was a refcrence to the New Delhi Assembly 
which was attended by five observers appointed by the Vatican. 


Dr. Barnes listed three examples of the ways in which formal and 
informal communication among Christians has improved: 
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"The attendance of !separated brethren! at the Vatican Council and the 
cordial intercourse between members of the Council and the observers; 


"Increased participation of Orthodox churches in the World Council; 


igtrengthered ecumenical association of the churches in Africa, Asia, 
and Latin America." 


Dr. Barnes stated the Christian unity movement "has also expanded geo- 
graphically by reaching across the barriers into Hastern Hurope.". 


He cited "extensive visitation and consultation between representatives 
of churches in-the West and leaders of the churches in the Soviet: Union, and 
also attendance of two delegate-observers from the Russian Orthodox Church 
at the Vatican Council", 


Dr. Barnes cautioned that "after many years of tensions we shotild not 
be surprised if there should be some interruptions of progress" in Christian 
unity.. 


‘"iven so'', he added, "we may sa ete forward hopefully in 1963 for such 
events as the second session of “he Vatican Council" and three ecumenical 
gatherings in the Western Hemisphere: the World Faith and Order Conference 
at Montreal, Quebec, July 12-26; the meeting of the WCC's Central Committee 
at Rochester, N.Y., August: 26-September 33; and sessions of the WCC's 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism at Mexico Clue December 8-20. 

BPS, ' Geneva 


se MID ELOD LDR TS OP vole ON RSS TE casc erupts ah ag ashiaeh oh ve ogi tehint eset 
"PRESSURES" BY PORTUGUESE 


(Washington, D.C.) - Methodist Bishop Ralph B. Dodge of Salisbury, Southern . 
Rhodesia, has protested to the Portuguese Hmbassy here about pressures which 
he said are being brought against Protestant missions and schools in 
Mozambique. 


Bishop Dodge, whose jurisdiction covers Methodist missions in the Port- 
uguese territories of Angola.and Mozambique as, well as Rhodesia, said he 
believes the missionaries! problems in Mozambique are related to difficulties 
in Angola, 


He added that he is hopeful of avoiding an open break with the Portuguese 
colonial government in Mozambique such as occurred in Angola where four | 
American missionaries were arrested. The missionaries - two eee er 8 and 
two laymen - were released and deported. 


Bishop Dodge declined to give details of the cases he brought to the 
attention of the embassy here during a brief visit, but said they relate to 
government seizure of mission schools, refusal to see visas to new mission- 
aries, and other restrictions on the activities of Methodist missions in 
Mozambique. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHMEN CRITICIZE US EMBASSY!'S REFUSAL 
OF ASYLUM TO RUSSIAN EVANGELICALS 


(Geneva) - A number of church leaders have criticized the action of the US 
Embassy in Moscow for refusing asylum to 32 members of a Russian sect from 
Chernogorsk, a coal-mining town in Siberia. 


Their spokesmen said they were "Evangelical Christians". They con- 
plained of religious persecution and asked for political asylum. 
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The term "Evangelical Christians" is ordinarily given to Baptists in the 
USSR, but Soviet officials denied that the group was connected with any 
registered Baptist community in the country. Other reports describe these 
people as "'Fundamentalists", 


The Rev. Alexander Karev, general secretary of the All-Union Council of 
Evangelical Christians (Baptists), said that the group might be members of 
a special sect of Pentecostalist Zionists who are not officially recognized. 
Another possibility, Mr. Karev thought, was they might bélong to a splinter 
group in conflict with the All-Union Council. 


The Soviet press has reported prosecutions of "Evangelical Fundamental- 
ist splinter groups" on charges of "antisocial behaviour". 


After the incident, the Baptist World Alliance, which represents 
24,000,000 Baptists in 110 countries, asked Secretary of State Dean Rusk to 
explain why the American Embassy in Moscow had not helped the group. 


In a letter to Mr. Rusk, Dr. Josef Nordenhaug, general secretary of the 
World Baptist Alliance, referred to a request which Baptist leaders ‘had sent 
to the Russian Ambassador in Washington, Mr. Anatoly Dobrynin. This request 
asked for permission for an impartial international body of observers to 
enter the Soviet Union and report on religious liberty there. 


Bishop C.N. Hostetter, Jr., Brethren in Christ, and Mr. Robert A. Cook, 
president of the National Association of Evangelicals, have sent a personal 
cable to Premier Kruschey and asked for permission for the group to leave 
the USSR. The cable added that if they wished to come to the US, Bishop 
Hostetter and Mr. Cook were ready to help. 


Jewish leaders in New York and the Jesuit-conducted Fordham University 
have also protested at the treatment of the group. The National Association 
of Evangelicals in Washington has expressed regret that the US Embassy could 
find no means of helping these people. 


Dr. Le. Nelson Bell, executive editor of Christianity Today, a conserva- 
tive Protestant fortnightly published in the IRy: has said that the embassy 
officials in Moscow acted "hastily and heartles Syd ah Dr. Bell alleged that 
there are "abundant precents" for the embassy to provide a refuge. 

EPS, Geneva 


AFRICA'S CHRISTIAN YOUTH 
CHALLENGED AT ASSEMBLY 


(Nairobi, Kenya) - Some 400 delegates from 35 countries attended the opening 
here of the first All-African Christian Youth Assembly at which Dr. John 
Karefa Smart, Minister of External Affairs in the Sierre Leone government, 
presided... Theme of the assembly was "Freedom Under the Cross". 


In a keynote address, Dr. Smart declared that Africa's Christian youth 
face many pressing challenges in both spiritual and secular fields. 


"The church in Africa", he said, "played a revolutionary role in plant- 
ing the seed of revolt against every form of human oppression. In our time 
we have seen the end of imperial domination and the liquidation of two great 
European empires. 


"However, past achievements are not enough. Christian youth in Africa 
is called to share in the church's ministry of prophetic judgment, pastoral 
leadership and active political, economic, and social service." 
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Two addresses on the contemporary African revolution were given by 
Dr. Julius G. Kiano, parliamentary secretary of the Ministry of Economic’ 
Development in Kenya; and Bola Ige, leader of the Political Action group in 
Nigeria, who was recently released after being held under house arrest for 
SLX monthes :, 


Both speakers stressed that the first phase of the African revolution 
was almost over with most African nations having achieved independence, 


However, Mr. Kiano said new challenges are posed by conditions of mass 
hunger and threats of "rugged individualism". He urged the church to become 
militant instead of accommodating itself to social injustice and corruption. 


Mr. Bola Ige said Africa is going through "post-colonial teething 
troubles" and Africans are pressing their "essential demand to be accepted 
as equals by all". 


Pointing to what he called "an almost instinctive desire for pan-African 
unity", the speaker said he foresaw "a fierce, ruthless struggle-.for social 
justice, not necessarily on ideological lines, but against poverty, disease, 
and illiteracy". 


Co-sponsors of the assembly were the Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches, the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday 
School Association, the World Student Christian Federation, the World 
Alliance of YMCA!'s, and the World YWCA. 


LivChrastianity ls .to .sumvive in Africa, (‘ithe .church 2s 1% has been 
known in the past must disappear", Education Minister John Payne Mitchell 
of Liberia told the conference. 


Mr. Mitchell stressed that in future "the principle burden of spreading 
Christianity in Africa should be left to Africans". 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the WCC, asked the 
assembly whether Christians, especially in Africa, were really worried about 
their divisions and whether they were not satisfied with the unity they have. 


He said that on the basis of the New Testament "we have to recognize 
that our unity is a very limited, half*hearted unity, stationed somewhere 
between division and unity", because unity is denied by the lack of sacra- 
mental communion, by the domination of traditions of nation, class, or race, 


"Large numbers of Christians think of the church as ;thex.church:of a 
country, tribe, or race", Dr. Visser '!t Hooft said. "Unless we can help all 
Christians to see that no human group oan own a church or even less the 
church, we cannot make much headway. It is as wrong to speak of my church 
or our church as it is to speak of my Christ and our Christ." EPS, Geneva 


NORTH INDIA CHURCH 
BACKS UNION PLAN 


(Kolhapur, India) += The General Assembly of the United Church of Northern 
India, (UCNT ) at its 14th session here, unanimously endorsed a plan of union 
that would form the United Churches of North India and Pakistan. 


This was the strongest support yet given to the plan, which is running 
into opposition among other churches participating in union talks. 
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The North India and Pakistan proposal suggests a union of the Church of 
India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon (Anglican) s Methodist Southern Asia 
Central Conference; British and Australian Methodist Conference; Church of 
the Brethren; Disciples of Christ; Council of Baptist Churches and UCNI. 


The assembly recorded "its conviction that the plan, the product of 
over 30 years of formal and informal conversation, represents a fair and 
adequate basis for union", 


It noted that "in particular it is proposed to unify the ministeries 
by submitting them all alike, totally and humbly to God. This should fully 
meet the scruples of those (e.g. Anglicans), who cherish the ‘historic 
episcopate!, while not violating the deeply-held conviction of others 
Cae. ourselves) that God, in His mercy, has also granted them a true and 
effective ministry within the Holy Catholic, or Universal, Church." 


The assembly voiced the hope that the authorities of other negotiating 
churches, and particularly the General Council of the Church of India, 
Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon (Anglican), due to meet in Ranchi, Bihar, India, 
in January "may also find it possible to proceed on this basis". 

EPS, Geneva 


SERVE WITHOUT BEING BOSSY, 
ARCHBISHOP TELLS SCM CONGRESS 


(Bristol, England) - Some 1,300 delegates from 39 countries who have been 
attending the Student Christian Movement congress here were told by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey) that it is "difficult 
to serve without becoming bossy". 


He stressed that if their service was to work, they must be humbled 
again and again by letting Christ serve them. They should also have a deep 
reverence and concern for others as persons. "This is the difference between 
service and mere administration", he said, 


The archbishop told the delegates they would need sensitivity blended 
with deep serenity. "You'll feel care and be hurt, and your heart will be 
broken", but their lives, as Christians, ought to be "like an ocean, 
battered around on the surface but with miles and miles of peace below". 


Dr. Ramsey distinguished between Christian service given spontaneously 
for love of fellow men and that into. which went more thought, plan, and. - 
research, such as better race relations and a proper distribution of the 
world's wealth. 


"The real point about Christian service", he said, “is the spirit. in 
which we serve and the sort of person we are in so doing." ; 


Another speaker, Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, who is an associate general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches and director of its Diyision of 
World Mission and Evangelism, said that Christian witness is inextricably 
bound up with an interpretation of events in the seeular world. 


He described this notion as "unpopular" because the West is recoiling 
from the Marxist interpretation of history, and added: "The tendency is to 
speak in terms of personal fulfilment in individualisn, existentialism, and 
by a surrender to the attraction of the pantheistic mysticism of the East. 


"But in the midst of those for whom history is a meaningless process or 
a heartless one, Christians bear witness by their entire being, by their 
participation in the business of the secular world." . 
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. dna keynote speech to the congress, the Bishop of Bristol (the Rt. Rev. 
Oliver Tomkins) pointed out that slaves have no rights, only duties, and 
added: "It was part of the startlingness of what Jesus revealed to his 
disciples that, kneeling at their feet, he reminded them that he who would 
be great must be the servant of all, 


"And don't forget that the crude word for such a servant is 'slave!. 
How seriously are we meant to take the fact that being a Christian is being 
a servant, a slave?" EPS, Geneva 


SUDAN BHXPELS PROTESTANT, 
CATHOLIC CLERGY 


(New York ) - The Sudanese government has ordered the expulsion of 17 United 
Presbyterian and Reformed missionaries from the USA. Denominational 
officials here say that no reason for this action has been given by the 
authorities. 


A joint statement of the United Presbyterian Commission on Ecumenical 
Mission and Relations and the Board of World Missions of the Reformed Church 
in America says that six of the 17 have already left the country and the 
remaining 11 must quit their posts by January 9. 


Meanwhile, the National Catholic Welfare Conference in Washington, D.C., 
reports that more than 30 Roman Catholic missioners, primarily of 2 ae 
origin, have also been evicted. 


In a comment on the expulsion, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, United eee 
terian stated clerk, and Dr. Marion De Velder,: Reformed Stated Clerk,’ said: 
"We hope that the fact that Christianity is not a Western religion will 
enable the Sudanese government to reconsider its action on the basis of the 
fact that in their service to the people of the Sudan the missionaries © 
represent the worldwide Christian community". 


The Presbyterian-Reformed statement said that the new Missionary 
Societies Act, . which became effective this month, requires mission organiza 
tions in the Sudan to obtain an; annual license which permits (limited) and 
localized forms of activity under the new law. 


~The new regulations limit social contact between Christian clergymen 
and the people, restrict education by Christian instructors, and prohibit 
children from becoming church members without the legal permission of their 
parents or guardians in the presence of an authorized government official. 


Four of the expelled Roman Catholic priests said when they arrived in 
Nairobi that a: full-scale anti-Christian campaign is being paEee in: the 
Moslem-dominated Sudan. “ 


They asserted that. no reason had been given for their expulsion. In 
mid-November they received a letter from the police telling them that their 
permit. to stay in the Sudan had been withdrawn. They were instructed to. 
leave the country by the end of December. (i 


_.,Two of the priests are from the Netherlands. The others are from 
Durhan, England, and Belfast, belts tera Ireland. rations have all been given’ 
new posts in Repti EPS, rhc: 
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ARCHBISHOP NIKODIM OF THE USSR 
VISITS FRENCH PROTESTANTS 


(Paris) - Archbishop Nikodim, director of the Moscow Patriarchate's Department 
of Foreign Affairs and a member of the Executive and Central Committees of 

the World Council of Churches, visited France December 15-25 as the guest of 
the French Protestant Federation. The Moscow Patriarchate has jurisdiction 
over the Russian Orthodox Church which has been a member of the WCC since 

the Third Assembly at New Delhi in 1961. The Archbishop's visit was a frater- 
nal one between member churches of the World Council and its purpose. was to 


': dnable him to form contacts with Reformed Protestants and with Lutherans in 


Alsace and the district of Montbéliard. 


After Msgr. Tikodim's visit, the French Protestant Federation put out a 
press release which said, in part: 


"By inviting a representative of the Moscow Patriarchate, the French 
Protestant Federation hoped to strengthen the contacts between member 
churches of the WCC. 


"For the last 40 years the Russian Orthodox Church has lived in almost 
complete isolation, and the tradition which it represents is very different 
from that of the Reformation churches. The conversation, therefore, would 
not be easy. In fact, however, it proved far easier than had been eh 
and resulted in thea spiritual enrichment. 


“The Archbishop's programme was arranged to enable the Russian delega~- 
tion to observe the life of our churches‘in full activity. In Paris, in 
Alsace, at Montbéliard, Lyons, Taizé, and in the South of France, the emphasis 
was on personal contacts, In all these places Archbishop Nikodim met the 
local pastors and the lay leaders of the churches. In Paris, Marseilles, and 
EPR leon ae he attended services and preached the sermon. . 


‘The Archbishop's visit. to Protestant communities and Shennhhatd ome Lav 
rise to fruitful conversations about the wealth of community traditions in 
the Kastern Church and the !presence! of the Christian church in the world. 


"This was the first time Msgr. Nikodim had ever paid a long visit to a 
non-Orthodox church. The time available, however, was inadequate for deep 
theological conversations which will be all the more necessary and useful in 
‘the future. Scripture and tradition, mediation and salvation, monasticism 
and commitment in the world, evangelism and liturgical life, Church and 
State, are a few of the themes which we must consider in view of our common 
membership of the WCC, 


"A first visit can only be introductory. Msgr. Nikodim!s..visit gave 
opportunity for the exchange of information and Opinion in truth and charity. 
The results are certainly positive, because both sides felt the desire to go 
more deeply into the questions raised to their mutual enrichment. 


"Next spring a French delegation is to visit the USSR." . EPS, Geneva 
Ane ; es ms 7) 


CONSTITUTION FOR PHILIPPINES 
Ncc tS READY © 


(Maxiila) ~ The Constitution of the proposed aioneT Council of Churches in 
the Philippines has now been drafted and is being submitted to the churches 
for ratification. . 
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Those who have said they are interested to join the Council are: United 
Church of Christ in the Philippines, The Methodist Church, Convention of 
Philippine Baptist Churches, Iglesia Evangelica Metodista en las Islas 
Filipinas, Iglesia Evangelica Unida de Cristo, Philippine Independent Church, 
and Philippine Episcopal Church. 


When the proposed Council has been noha it will take the place of the 
Philippine Federation of Christian Churches as the organ of cooperation 
among the churches in the Philippines. 


The Council will have four commissions: Christian Education and Litera- 
ture, Mass Media, Social Welfare and Social Education (including economic 
life and social services), and Research. Studies and Ecumenical Relations 
(including religious and civil liberties). 


. The Council: will include in its membership the Philippine Independent 
Church and the Philippine Episcopal Church which are Bk members of the 
Federation. EPS, Geneva 


NEWS FLASHES ABOUT 
CHRISTIAN UNITY PRAYER WEEK 


(Geneva) - The Evangelical Alliance has moved its Universal Week of Prayer 
from the first week of January to the week before Whitsun "partly as an act 
of Christian courtesy to the organizers of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity and partly: to encourage prayer not only for the unity but for the 
Spiritual life and power of the Church", 


The Alliance, formed in London in 1846, has from the beginning held a 
Week of Prayer in January every year. 


In New Zealand the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will, by a deci- 
Sion of the churches, be observed between Ascentiontide and Whitsunday. This 
will bring New Zealand into: line with Australia where January 18-25 is a 
difficult period for corporate observances because it falls in the middle of 
the holiday month. 


* ase ile ay 


A joint appeal to young people in the Netherlands to pray together for 
the unity Christ wills for His church has been made by the Ecumenical Youth 
Council, the Catholic Youth Council, and the Netherlands Gereformecrde. Youth 
Council. 


These three bodies call on young people "to attend in great numbers" 
the joint prayer meetings which Roman Catholics and other Christian churches 
will hold locally. 


* * * 


The Coventry Council of Churches, Britain, is using the Week of Prayer 
to open a new chapter in the city's "common commitment to Christ". 


Some 1,800 sets of leaflets are being delivered, mainly by Sunday School 
children, to people in Coventry who have helped in the activities of the 
local Council of Churches. In a letter which accompanies the leaflets, 

Canon Edward Patey, chairman of the Coventry Council of Churches, writes: 


"T am convinced that the time is now ripe for the churches in Coventry 
to commit themselves, as an absolute priority, to a two-year study programme 
which will, without doubt, lead to an entirely new understanding of one 
another and open up whole new fields for common action." EPS, Geneva 
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TWO MORE US CHURCHES 
JOIN UNION CONSULTATION 


(Princeton, N.J.) - Representatives of two more denominations have become 
full participants.in the Consultation on Ghurch Union scheduled to hold its 
second meeting in Oberlin, Ohio, March 19-21, to explore possible bases for 
Christian union. 


Accepted as members of the Consultation by its executive committee at a 
meeting here were delegates from the International Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) and the Evangelical United Brethren Church. 


The Consultation was formed last April in Washington, D.C., by repre- 
sentatives of four denominations who. held their first meeting to discuss 
possible merger of their church bodies, 


Union of The MethodistChurch, Protestant Episcopal Church, United Pres- 
byterian Church in the USA, and United Church of Christ was first proposed 
in 1960 by Dr. Hugene Carson Blake of Philadelphia as a first. step toward a 
more inclusive Christian union. Dr. Blake is stated clerk of the United 
Presbyterian Church. 


Ther Disciples ol Christ, with, nearly.2 miilion,members, in, 8,000, congre- 
gations, already is engaged in union conversations with the United Church of 
Christ. These are expected to continue while the Disciples participate in 
the Consultation. 


The Evangelical United Brethren Church is also participating at the same 
time in merger talks with The Methodist Church. It includes some 4,400 
churches with about 750,000 members. EPS, Geneva 


WOMEN FAST AS PROTEST 
AGAINST RACH LAWS 


(Capetown, S.Africa) - Fourteen European women, all married and with 
families, went into en hee retreat in an empty house near here over the 
Christmas holidays asa protest against South African racial laws which they 
Peete d Abe ue tnt teanale jin(h up African Tamily liter 


They are members of a movement. known as the Black Sash, which was 
formed in Capetown some years ago in opposition to legislation discriminating 
against non-whites. During their nt retreat, they lived on bread and 
water and maintained total silence, 


The women began their retreat after attending church services on 
Christmas morning. They drove off in cars to a secret destination in the 
country, and while others spent a festive Christmas they fasted and slept on 
camp beds or on the floor. 


Said one member of the group: "We hope our small effort drew the atten- 
tion of the privileged whites to the thousands of African women apd children 
_separated from their husbands and fathers by existing laws which deny them 
the right to live in areas where the husbands work." 


Many women in the Black Sash are members of socially prominent families. 
It has been their practice to stand in silence outside the South African 
parliament whenever EY Cas racial legislation is under discussion, 
! EPS, Geneva 
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PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS TEACH 
IN SOME CHURCH--RELATED SCHOOLS 


(Washington, DEC) - The Peace Corps said here that some of its volunteers 
in Africa and Borneo are working in mission schools conducted by religious 
groups, but only because there are no other schools in which to teach. 


None of the Peace Corps workers is teaching religion, nor are any per- 
mitted to engage in religious work while stationed at mission schools, a 
Peace Corps spokesman said. The Corps also insists that its volunteers be 
assigned to teaching posts without regard to personal religious affiliation. 


This has resulted in a number of Protestant volunteers serving in a 
Roman Catholic school in Borneo, the- spokesman said, and may result in 
Catholic or Jewish volunteers teaching in Protestant mission schools in the 
. Congo or other African lands. 


The Peace Corps said that the government concerned asks for the volun- 
teers and that "it is up to that government to place them where they are 
most needed. 


"The host government must take the volunteers regardless of their 
religious preference", the Peace Corps said. "They may be assigned to teach 
in private schools - Shi ch in many areas of Africa and Borneo are the only 
schools - but they cannot teach any religious subjects." 


It added that it does not know how many volunteers are Protestant or 
Catholic because "this information is nowhere provided on the forms". 


The spokesman said the agency is trying to avoid Church-State complica- 
tions even when working in countries "which have much different ideas about 
Church-State relations from ours". EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN COUNCIL MAY LEAD TO MORE 
LAY PARTICIPATION “IN THE MASS, SAYS ROME PAPER 


(Geneva) - As a consequence of the Second Vatican Council there may be 
greater Roman Catholic participation in the Mass, the Osservatore Romano, 
Vatican City newspaper has forecast. 


Father Cipriano Vagaggini, OSB, one of the liturgical scholars named by 
Pope John XXIII to aid the Council, has outlined in the paper-the probable 
effect of the Council Fathers! decision to change parts of the Mass. 


He said: that one important part of the reform, which only awaits final 
papal approval, calls for active participation of the people, through 
responses, acclamations, and hymns. 


* Th PRLS 


It is hoped thatthe second session of the Vatican Council will again 
be attended by observers from the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople, 
writes the Catholic International Press Agency, reporting on a telegram sent 
by the Patriarch Athenagoras to the Pope in December, wishing him a speedy 
recovery from his illness. 


* * * 


In his Christnas message the rE Ah Patriarch of Coneiaeihonls 
(Msgr. Athenagoras) said: "We regard the Vatican Council as a manifestation 
of God!s wisdom, and we hope that in the near future the circumstances will 
be more conducive to mutual understanding and a nore fruitful theological 
contact. 
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"Rising above race, nation, language and religion, our aim is world 
peace and the unity of the Christian Church. . . 


"Let us try to rediscover the spiritual dynamism of the first centuries, 
and spread the message of Christmas everywhere. It will bear fruit: the 
universal feeling of solidarity and unity, reconciliation and world peace 
in all times and places." 


* * % 


At the end of 1962 the Observatore della Domenica published a special 
number entitled "The Unity of the Church". It contains a preface by Cardinal 
Bea, a report on the work of the Vatican Secretariat for Christian Unity, 
an article on the efforts for unity made by the last six Popes, a survey of 
the divided Eastern Churches, and interviews with Professor Thijssen and 
Dr. Roger Schtitz, Prior of Taizé, France. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES PUBLISH NEW STATISTICS 


(Geneva) - Varied statistics published by the churches recently suggest that 
the pattern of their life is changing, ~ 


In the USA the percentage of the American population who are members of 
churches or synagogues has declined for the first time in almost a century, 
according to the "1963 Yearbook" of the National Council of Churches in 
Anerica. : 


The decline was fractional - only one-fifth of 1 per cent - but, com- 
bined with other trends, it may indicate a levelling off in the growth rate 
of religious bodies. 


The total church and synagogue membership for 1961 - the period covered 
by the "Yearbook" - was 116,109,929, or 63.4 per cent of the total population, 
as compared with 1960's percentage of 63,6. 


The only other percentage decrease recorded since 1850 was in 1870 when 
the drop was from 23 to 18 per cent of the population. 


Another factor which seems to show a levelling off is that for the 
first time since World War II, percentage gains in church membership have 
fallen below the estimated increase in population. 


Roman Catholic membership is given at 42,876,665, an increase of 
771,765, or 1.9 per cent over the previous year's total when the percentage 
gain was 3.2 per cent, 


The os four Protestant church groups in the USA are the Baptists ~ 
(21,369,223), Methodists (12,632,442), Lutherans (8,340,183), and Presby- 
terians (4,327,261). co 
lige “hii 
Total enrolment in the four theological seminaries of the Presbyterian 


Church in the US (Southern) showed an 11 per cent increase in 1962 following 
an annual decline during the previous four years. 


The denomination's Board of Christian Education reports that seminary 
freshnen students in 1962 numbered 228, a gain of 22 over the year before, 


* igs ag 
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In Britain, the Catholic Directory for 1963 estimates that in 1961 there 
were 3,726,500 Roman Catholics in England and Wales, compared with 3,650,000 
in 1960. Adult conversions to Catholicism decreased from 14,483 in 1960 to 
14,174 in 1961. Baptisms of.children up to seven years of age increased 
from 122,562 in 1960 to 129,469 in 1961. 


The Directory estimates the Roman Catholic population in the British 
Commonwealth at 38,080,325, EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


A new national organization, known as Australian Frontier, has: been 
formed to bring together leading Australians from all walks of life to dis- 
cuss national and international issues. Its first director.is‘to be the. 
Rev. Peter Matthews, a Congregational minister, who has served for the last 
six years as the head of the Mindolo Eeumenical Centre, an inter-racial 
meeting place and training ground for national leaders from all-over the 
continent of Africa. 


ase, sai 


‘An Association of Protestant Missions has been founded in. Switzerland. 
As a permanent Commission of the Swiss Missionary Council, its main task will 
be to send out appeals for mission work. Its foundation is an important: - 
step towards better cooperation between the missionary societies in. 
Switzerland. 


%¥ %* 


Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, announced plans here to 
build a large centre to further religious understanding among Protestants, 
Roman Catholics, and Jews. Purpose of the institute, Cardinal Cushing said, 
is to carry on theological studies-and discussions among Protestant, 
Catholic, and Jewish clergymen. The institute will also conduct dialogues 
between clergymen on special theological and social problens. 


* * * 


~. The constituting Assembly of the:World Association for Christian 
Broadcasting, now in process of formation, will be held May 4-9 this year 
at Limuru Conference Centre, near Nairobi. 


* pie ae 


The British Council of Churches has appointed Mr. Noel H. Salter, 
deputy: secretary general of the Assembly of Western European Union since 
19553¢ a8 secretary of-its International Department, to succeed the Rev. 
D.A. Keighley who has been appointed to the care of the:Methodist Church in 
Rome. Mr. Salter is a Congregationalist, and has had close links with the 
Taizé community. 


Lips *% 


The Biennial Council of the Christian Institute for the Study of Reli- 
gion, and Society (India) has named Mr.-M.M.. Thomas director, filling the 
vacancy left by the death of Dr. Paul Devanandan in August. 


Mr. Thomas has been associate director of the Institute and a long-time 
colleague and co-worker of Dr. Devanandan. Mr. Thomas is a member of the 
Mar Thoma Church of Malabar and has been active for many years in ecumenical 
study. He is chairman of the Working Committee of the World Council's Depart-— 
ment on Church and Society and secretary of the Committee on Church and 
Society of the Hast Asia Christian Conference. EPS, Geneva 
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Special Late Report 


AFRICAN YOUTH ASSEMBLY PLEDGES ITSELF 
TO PROMOTE CHURCH UNITY 


(Nairobi, January 8, 1963) - The All Africa Youth Assembly - see report on 
page 4 - approved the following "message" at its concluding session:- 


"We, the delegates to the first All Africa Christian Youth Assembly, 
address the following message to ourselves, to the youth and student move- 
ments, and to the churches to which we belong. 


"We thank God: that it has pleased Him to call us together at Nairobi, 
precisely at this crucial time of transition in Africa;, that He has made it 
possible for more than 500 young Christians from all over Africa and abroad, 
belonging to different tribes, races, denominations and nations, to partici- 
pate in this Assembly; that He has given the wisdom and the means tou one 
sponsoring. bodies to make the necessary preparations. 


"Here at Nairobi we have experienced in’a real sense the unity of His 
household beyond national, racial and denominational barriers. We praise 
the Holy Spirit for having spoken to us through our corporate worship, Bible 
study, and our conversations with one another. 


"Our life and study together during the Assembly has made us aware of 
our lack of personal and corporate commitment to Jesus Christ, His Church 
and His Mission in Africa today. We confess the many acts of disobedience 
of our churches and our share in then. 


"Though young and weak, we are enabled by the power of His Spirit to 
affirm the Lordship of Jesus,Christ over the whole, of,our life, all the 
people of Africa, and the whole world, Trusting in His Grace we dare to 
return to our:local churches and communities to engage ourselves in deeper 
commitment to His Church, more active participation in His Mission and 
service in Africa of today. 


Pursuit oL itrecaon 


"We rejoice'in the pursuit by the peoples of Africa of freedom: free- 
dom from the bondage of ignorance, poverty, oppression and disease. We share 
as Christians the destiny of Africa, and the responsibility to help in 
developing our nations. Standing side- by side in solidarity with our fellow 
men, and sharing our common human aspirations for better social, economic 
and political life, we will point out to them and to ourselves the true 
freedom that God;*in' Christ, has offered to mankind. (We affirm that all 
human quests for freedom are judged and fulfilled in the freedom of Him who 
died on the Cross and rose from the dead. It is His service that is perfect 
freedom. We will declare with our lips and show forth through our lives the 
Gospel of the good news of freedom for Africa. 


nat NAt our- Assembly we searched the Scriptures and listened to the Spirit 
in order to understand our calling as several. members in the one Body of 
Christ, We are convinced, that His Body is one.as He is one. But.as we looked 
at ourselves drawn from various parts of Africa, we realized with shame and 
sorrow that the Churoh in Africa is divided into many fragments on denomina~ 
tional and racial lines. Many scandalous divisions, both imported and indi- 
genous, stare us in the face and call us to repentance and action. Ours is 
the Gospel of reconciliation; therefore the oneness of the Body of Christ 
must be realized. We affirm that the denial of membership in a local congre- 
gation to any person on account of race or colour contradicts the very nature 
of the Church. 
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"Therefore, we declare that we intend to return to our local -churches 
to work towards an everincreasing manifestation of the unity of the Church 
at the local, national, and world level. To this end we will support whole- 
heartedly the efforts of the All Africa Church Conference and other ecumeni- 
cal bodies. We urge the leaders of our churches. to move forward with an 
extreme sense of urgency towards this goal that our Lord has set for us. We 
of the younger generation shall support them in this and shall, in obedience 
to Him, dare to take responsible risks where necessary. 


African churches need renewal 


_ ‘We are convinced that the churches in Africa are in need of renewal. 
We believe that the life of the churches in Africa must manifest the liberty 
of the children of God, We must preach the Gospel of grace and not a code 
of ethics. The Church must be recognized as a true community in freedom and 
responsibility. The laity must play a significant role in the life and 
mission of the Church. There is need for educated and trained clergy. The 
structures of the churches and patterns of worship should respond to the 
needs. of the present time and reflect the aspirations of the "African person- 
ality"... We young people intend to press forward in the power of His Spay 
who alone can renew the life of the Church, 


"The Assembly has reminded us of the divine imperative to make known to 
our fellow men the good news of the Gospel. We believe that the time has 
come for us, Christians of Africa, to share the major responsibility of naeking 
the claims of our Lord known and obeyed by our own people. We as: young 
Christians have a special responsibility and special opportunity to witness 
to our contemporaries. Therefore, we pray God to help us to present the 
Gospel relevantly, meaningfully, and powerfully to our generation. We realize 
that our most effective witness is through our daily life in the secular 
world. We request the elders of our churches to help us in equipping our- 
selves for our task of witness as young laity in the world. 


"The Assenbly has opened our eyes once again to the various needs, 
possibilities and problems of our young people. The presence at our Assembly 
of young refugees from some African countries has impressed upon us the 
importance.of the responsibility of the Church and Christian.agencies to care 
for such people. The problems and dilemmas of rapid social change converge 
most heavily upon the young generation. Therefore, we urge our churches and 
youth movements to give special attention to the plight of youth in our 
societies. We are convinced that the struggle between generations can be a 
creative one in our churches. Many of the ways of our elders cannot be our 
ways; but Jesus Christ is the Lord of all generations, 


Full engagement 


"In the freedom which Jesus Christ has given us we affirm ourselves to 
be African Christians. To be a Christian in this time and place means to be 
fully. engaged in the whole of African life. Following Jesus Christ our first 
task is to identify ourselves with all men, to seek to serve them, and to love 
them. It is through such participation in life that we shall experience con- 
tinually the Cross in which is our freedom. We urge our churches to equip 
the younger generation to be African Christians in this sense and to support 
us’ as we move on to unfamiliar ground. We may make mistakes, but our confi- 
dence is in the Holy Spirit. 
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"All of these convictions and intentions must be translated into 
concrete terms and practical life. For this we shall need all the resources 
we can get. But we are equally convinced that anyone, or any organization, 
or any missionary body wishing to help us with our problems must be willing 
first to submit themselves to the requirements of our situation. All the 
efforts of our youth and student movements have to be tested by, and geared 
to, these our convictions and intentions. Trusting in Him who called us at 
Nairobi.to discern His will for us in these times, we return to our countries 
and local churches to manifest His glory in "Freedom Under the Cross" which 
is ours because of Him, Jesus Christ our Lord." EPS, Geneva 
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EPISCOPAL, ASSEMBLIES OF GOD 
LEADERS HOLD CONVERSATIONS 


(New York ) - Two informal conferences were held during the past year between 
committees of the Assemblies of God, largest of the US Pentecostal denonina- 

tions, and the Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA to "learn from each . 
other about Christian faith and life". uae 


A joint statement issued this week stated that the conversations were 
not aimed at arriving at doctrinal agreement between the two churches nor 
negotiating any ecclesiastical arrangement. Much of the conversations 
centred around the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Church today. 


"There emerged a deep sense of Christian understanding and mutual 
trust", the statement said. "We found ourselves a fellowship, open to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit to a degree which we had hardly dared to expect", 
it continued. 


- "The Hpiscopalians testified to their sense of the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the apostolic ministry and sacraments. The Assemblies of God 
testified to their experience of baptism with the Holy Spirit accompanied 
by the speaking with tongues as the initial physical evidence", the joint 
statement said. 


Other similarities and differences of understanding of Scriptures on 
conversion, baptism, and Holy Communion were discussed. However, agreement 
was neither sought nor arrived at; but both groups "found deeper under- 
standing of God's saving work in the Church as they listened to each other's 
testimony", the statement said. 


Published under the auspices of: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Women’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


The aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
_ movements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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The Protestant Episcopal Church is one of the larger religious bodies 

in the US with 3,591,000 members. The church has approximately 7,000 congre- 
gations with some 850,000 Sunday school pupils. The Assemblies of God has 
8,273 churches in the US with a membership of 514,000. However, the organi- 
zgation!s Sunday school enrollment is 992,366. Stronger in many areas over- 
seas than in the US, the Pentecostal church has 830 missionaries in 73 
Seb hae of the world serving 11,922 churches and preaching points. 

. EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANTS MAIN AUTHORS OF SPECIAL 
ISSUE OF JAPAN ROMAN CATHOLIC CLERGY MAGAZINE 


(Tokyo) = The q@arrent special issue of the Roman Batholio Sibi oa tees Pie 
Japan Missionary Bulletin on "Heumenism and the Council" was largely prepared 
by non-Catholic scholars "to ell our Catholic friends what we want. them to 
know about us", reports FIDES, Roman Catholic international news agency. 


Among. contributors to the 90-page edition are Japan's topflight Protease 
tant theologian, Kazo Kitamoris Tokyo University professor, Goro Mayeda, a 
leader in the "Non-Church'” movement; and Dr.' Chitose Kishi, Moderator of 
the: Evangelical Lutheran Church of Japan. / 


The issue was presented by its editor, Rev. Joseph J. Spae, CICM, "as 
- proof..of-eur-respect, love,-and gratitude towards’our non-Catholic~brethren". 


Protestants in Japan have played a remarkable role in bringing Christ- 
lanity to the attention of their nation, says FIDES. The Roman Catholic - 
Church has, directly and indirectly, profited by their efforts. Frequent 
ecumenical discussions are being held., 


The National Christian Council of: Japan. ee officially. for the 
success of the Vatican Council. Also, the Unity Octave poster, produced by 
Oriens Institute for Religious Research, which also publishes The Japan’ 
Missionary Bulletin, was adopted for display by many. Protestant churches in 
every part of the country. " eat EPS, Geneva 


RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS SPONSOR 
"PILGRIMAGE. OF UNDERSTANDING!" | 


(Chicago) '- For the first time in this city, a large-scale visit of white 
persons to Negro homes was eonducted under interreligious auspices. 


This "pilgrimage of understanding", sponsored jointly by Protestants, 
Roman Catholics, and Jews, was made by about 1,500 whites, many of them 
married couples, .to the homes of some 450 Negro families. | 


The visitors and their hosts talked about common problems with children, 
jobs, and homes and took the first steps toward panne hace personal rela~ 
tionships across the barrier of race., 


Scheduled to last about an hour and a half, some of the visits stretched 
on for three hours with the participants: agreeing to meet again’ periodically. 
Sponsors of the project were leaders of Friendship House, a Catholic inter- 
racial movement with national headquarters hérés; the Church Federation of 
Greater Chicago's Social Welfare Department; and the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregation!s Chicago Federation. EPS, Geneva 
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MISSIONS OFFICIAL ASKS CLOSER TIES 
BETWEEN "TRADITIONALS" AND "CONSERVATIVES" 


(Cincinnati, Ohio) - Protestants in the ecunenical movement should make 
approaches ‘to the large number of Protestants who do not participate in 
councils | Of churches to see if there is some way in which the present gap 
between them*can be bridged, the top overseas mission exeoutive of The 

' Methodist Church said at a meeting of Methodist mission officia ls here. 


Dr. Bugene L. Smith, New York, said it is imperative that the Methodist, 
Presbyterian, and other "traditional" denominations should seek to have. full- 
er communication with those Protestants not participating in ‘oe ecumenical 
movement. 


Speaking to 600 persons, Dr. Smith defined as "conservative evangeli- . 
cals" those Protestants not in the World Council of Churches or in councils 
of churches affiliated with it. He said that one urgent reason for more . 
contact between the traditional churches and the conservative evangelicals 
is to discover.how Christian fellowship may be made more manifest in mission 
lands.': The gulf-that exists between the two groups in the US is “being 
exported around the world, he said, and is enormously expensive to the wit 
ness of Christianity in non-Christian lands. 


Dr. Smith stressed that any approach by the traditional churches to -the 
conservative evangelicals nust’ be mad¢é in humility and never in a judgmental 
spirit. For one thing, he said, the evangelical: group has deep-felt reserva- 
tions about several aspects BeAERE ecumenical movement and of: those churches 
which participate in it. Another reason for humility of approach, he added, 
is that "at certain significant points the conservative evangelicals have 
much to teach most of us who are called 'ecumenicals! about some elements ‘of 
the Gospel". | 


The primary responsibility for seeking to bridge the gap rests with the 
churches in the ecumenical movement, Dr. Smith said. EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST UNION OF ITALY © 
NOW AUTONOMOUS BODY 


(Rome) - Italian Baptist ministers have voted to make the Baptist Union of 
Italy a completely autonomous body, no longer dependent on the ek eat 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. i 


The ministers. have agreed to release the Foreign Mission Board, which 
has worked in Italy since 1870, from any further neat Reames ke ing for 
the support of Baptist activities in the country.. 


The. poard will continue to send money for Baptist work in Italy, but 
will not be legally involved with the work and will have no administrative 


responsibilities, There are currently 21 Southern Baptist missionaries in 
Italy. 


Because of this new arrangement, the Rev. Manfredi Rorohs, president of 
the Baptist Union, said the union will have to "show her maturity, assuning - 
with faith and a sense.of responsibility the task of coordinating all 
efforts: of Italian Baptists: in order to witness more effectively in our 


country". EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICANS WILL DEDICATE 
TWO NEW CATHEDRALS IN UGANDA 


(Kampala, Uganda) - Two new Anglican cathedrals will be dedicated within a 

month of one another in Uganda this year. This would be remarkable anywhere 
in the world, and is especially so in newly-independent Uganda, which became 
the youngest self-governing Province of the Anglican Communion in April 1961. 


The cathedrals are at Mbale and Soroti, towns in the east of Uganda 
which both give their names to dioceses created when the former Dioceses of 
Uganda and the Upper Nile were made into eight new dioceses in 1961. 


The cathedral at Mbale, a circular building of unusual design surmounted 
by a huge flat dome, will be dedicated to St. Andrew, the patron saint of 
the present Mbale parish church. It has cost £20,000 ($36,000) to build so 
far, and the Bishop of Mbale, the Rt. Rev. Lucian Usher-Wilson, hopes it 
will be free of debt for the dedication service on February 16. 


Money is still etre raised by the Christians of Teso and Karamoja: 
districts - one of the poorest areas of Uganda - to pay for their Cathedral 
of St. Peter in Soroti which will be dedisated by the Bishop ‘of Soroti, the 
Rt. Rev. Stephen Tomusange, on January 25. 


Over £4,000 ($11,200) was given before work on the cathedral started, 
and when an appeal for a further £2,500 ($7,000) was: launched one of the 
first offers was a gift of five cows from a loeal man. 


The dedication of the cathedral will mark the moving of the centre of 
the Diocese of Soroti from Ngora, the first mission station in the area 
which was opened in 1926, to the largest town of the district, an important 
administrative and commercial centre. EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT WOMEN REACH GOAL 
FOR AID TO JAPAN UNIVERSITY 


(New York) - Protestant church women in the United States and abroad have 
reached their one-year $100,000 goal in a fund-raising drive for the health 
and physical education facilities and programme of the International Chris- 
tian University in Japan. 


The funds were raised by the Women's Planning Gommittee of the Japan 
International Christian University Foundation here through which 15 major 
US Protestant denominations help support the school near Tokyo. 


Mrs. Harper Sibley, committee chairman, said the goal was made possible 
through the international cooperation of women in the US, Canada, and 
countries in Asia, Hurope, the Middle East, Africa, and South America. 

» in EPS, Geneva 


MORE PUBLIC INFORMATION URGED 
ON CHURCH UNION TALKS 


(Chicago) - An editorial in the influential "ecumenical weekly'The Christian 


Century published here has called for more public information about church 
union negotiations. 


"Why are talks as to the union of denominations so often conducted in 


obscurity, particularly in their early stages?" an editorial in the January 
9 issue asked. 
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"When church leaders engage in discussions and negotiations about church 
union, all the members of the churches concerned have a right to know what 
is being said on both sides of the issue", the editorial declared. 


The Christian Century said that the press is not admitted to merger 
negotiations "until denominational leaders are satisfied that a decision has 
already been made or is inevitable". By the same token, the editorial con- 
tinued, denominational public relations officers are not given sufficient 
information to keep the press or church members thoroughly informed. 


The result, according to the editorial, is ‘that "the church public is 
deprived of the highly educational experience of listening to and judging 
arguments. offered in the crucial early stages of merger discussions". 

EPS, Geneva 


JEWISH WAR VETERANS PROTEST 
CLOSING OF LWOW SYNAGOGUE 


(Washington, D.C.) - Closing of the last remaining synagogue in the city of 
Lwow, in the Soviet Union, was protested here by the Jewish War Veterans of 
the USA. ; 


Morton L. London, national commander, called for a "massive protest by 
the free world” against the rising tide of Soviet anti-Semitism. 


i He said closing the synagogue left 30,000 Jews in the Lwow area without 
a house of worship. Lwow, which has a population of 500,000, was the 
principal city of south-eastern Poland before World War II, but was annexed 
by the Soviet Union after the partition of Poland under the Molotov-Ribben- 
‘trop Pact of 1939. 


The Lwow edition of Pravda, Mr. London said, linked closing of the 
Synagogue to "economic crimes" and called religious Jews "idlers, speculators, 
parasites, and money-grabbers". Mr. London said such statements were 
"reminiscent of the early days of the German Nazi regime", He noted that 
several members of the synagogue's board of directors were reported arrested 
on charges of "profiteering and hooliganisn",. EPS, Geneva 


WELSH FREE CHURCHES 
TQ PUBLISH UNION SCHEME DRAFT 


(London) - A draft scheme for the union of the four major Free Churches in 
Wales is about to be published. The publication is not connected with the 
offer of £250,000 ($700,000) by Sir David James to establish a United Free 
Church Fund. (See EPS No. 47, 1962). 


The Rev. William Davies, area superintendent for South Wales of the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, said: "The draft scheme for 
unity is the work of a joint committee of the four main churches which has 
been sitting for four years, long before Sir David made his offer." 


Sir David's offer was subject to various conditions. The most import- 
ant was that the Free Churches should cooperate for up to 13 years with a 
view to achieving union at the end of that time. 


The Congregationalists, the Presbyterian Church of Wales, and the Welsh 
Methodists agreed to accept the offer. But 87 per cent of the Baptist 
churches rejected it. 
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Mr. Davies said that the Baptists were grateful for Sir David's offer 
because it had quickened the movement for unity, but there was a feeling 
among many Baptist churches that unity could not be bought. 


"Phe draft scheme, which will first be submitted to. the churches for 
discussion, covers joint communion and membership." EPS, Geneva 


DELEGATE-OBSERVERS AT COUNCIL: 
"ALMOST UNOFFICIAL CONSULTANTS" 


(Iowa City, Towa) - &A Protestant delegate-observer to the Second Vatican 
Council said here that the observers had been taken into the deliberations 
of the Council to such an extent that they were "almost unofficial consul- 
tants". 


Dr. James H, Nichols of Princeton, N.J., Theological Seminary, a 
Presbyterian observer at the Council, made the statement during a discussion 
with Roman Catholic Bishop Robert E. Tracy of Baton Rouge, Ia., sponsored by 
the State University of Iowa's Committee on Lectures and Vespers. 


Dr. Nichols said the non-Catholic observers at the Council were "treated 
with courtesy that could not have been surpassed" and were informed about 
proposals that. were to go before the Council and then asked to comment on 
then. ; 


He said his most striking impression of the Council was "the maturity, 
depth, intellectual grasp and spiritual discipline" of the Catholic theolog- 
lans assigned to brief the observers. 


"T hadn't realized that anything like this existed", Dr. Nichols said. 
'T thought the Roman Catholic Church was a very closed, complacent and sec- 
tarian body that had nothing to learn from anybody else. I know now that 
this is no longer accurate, if it ever was." | ! 


Dr. Nichols added: "In two months of speeches at the Council, there 
was not one. single phrase calculated to affront or humiliate Protestant or 
Orthodox Christians. All the differences are still there. I don't think 
any major problem is in any sense solved. Nevertheless, the whole atmos- 
phere is. so different that, as Cardinal Bea says, it isa ‘real miracle!. 

EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN’ NEWSPAPERS CRITICIZE 
THEME OF 1963 KIRCHENTAG 


(Berlin) - Newspapers in both East and West Germany have sharply attacked 
the slogan, "Living with Conflicts", selected for the llth German Evangelical 
Kirchentag scheduled in July. 


Neves Deutschland, official paper of the Socialist Unity Party in East 
Berlin declared that at a time "when all people of good will" are hoping for 
an easing of East-West tensions the slogan will serve to produce still 
further conflicts. . 


Conbining its attack with fresh denunciations of Dr. Kurt Scharf, chair- 
man of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), the paper 
‘declared that the forthcoming "conflict congress" will aim at ‘continuing 
the provocations against the East German government started Pye seni Lh 
1961 during the Kirchentag held in West Berlin in order to support plans for 
military conflicts made by the extremists in Bonn". ; 
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oe... Western German newspapers were equally vehement. Dic Botschaft of 

Hannover said it was "dismayed by the choice which it called "neither strik- 
ing, lucid, nor suitable. What is one to understand by this slogan?" it 
asked. "More important, what does it suggest to such persons as the miners 
in the Ruhr whom one would like to win for the Christian faith." 


The Mannheimer Morgen called the slogan "completely out of line" with 
-Kirchentag tradition and said it gives the impression of "resignation" in. the 
face of conflict. "Church members should not be expected to solve complex 
intellectual problems", it declared. The Kirchentag should "regain its 
original character and remain a people's Kirchentag". EPS, Geneva 


ALL WAR-DAMAGED CHURCHES 
REBUILT IN WEST BERLIN 


(Berlin) - Protestant authorities have announced the completion of recon- 
struction work on all war-danaged Evangelical churches and buildings in 
West Berlin. 


Of the 110 Evangelical churches in pre-war Berlin's western sector, . 
only five remained undamaged while 33 suffered heavy destruction and five 
were totally destroyed. All have been rebuilt. In addition, 22 new churches 
and 22 new parish centres have been erected since the end of World War II. 


Of the 81 churches in what is now East Berlin, 435 suffered heavy war 
damage while cight were destroyed beyond repair. To date, 68 have been 
repaired but only one new church and one new parish centre have been built 
Since 1945. Ss iy EPS, Geneva 


NKRUMAH URGES CLOSER 
GOVERNMENT-CHURCH CONTACTS 


(Accra) - Ghana President Dr. Kwame Nkruneh has told Ghana church leaders _ 
that he advocates closer contacts between church and government leaders as a 
means to better understanding. olheiee Sash 2 uidos 


He spoke at a dinner at his official residence attended by a number of 
prominent church officials including the Anglican Bishop of Accra, the Rt. 
Rev. R.R. Roseveare who was ousted from Ghana for three months last year for 
his criticism of the government. (See EPS No. 34, 1962). President 
Nkrumah also paid tribute to the important role played by the churches in 
the social life of the nation. 


The dinner followed by several days a new series of attacks on Bishop 
Roseveare by the Ghana press touched off by a sermon he preached on New 
Year's Eve in Accra Cathedral. In the sermon the Bishop, without making 
any specific references to persons or events, said that many persons are 
being led astray by material things. } 


"Some openly repudiate their former faith and, in the name of what they 
call progress, proclaim that the Christian faith is outmoded, superseded by 
the promise of material bliss and prosperity. This is a dangerous and 
subtle form of idolatry and must be seen for what it is." — 


Y's The Evening News, organ of the ruling Convention Peoples! Party, con- . 
plained ina leading article that the Bishop's comments were very unfair to 
the party "which is his host in this country". It said: "The Bishop's 
utter misuse of the pulpit or a church congregation is as dangerous as 


rumour-nongering and unless a stop is put to it we shall have he taee 
than to accept the gauntlet", x ¢ shall have no alternative 
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“The -Bishop,.said later that what he had said had been of a general nature 
-and. that he had never once referred to Ghana, EPS, Geneva 


ISRAEL PLANS NO LEGISLATION 
TO STOP MISSIONS! ACTIVITIES 


(Jerusalen) - The Israeli government has hh eee Fir ‘hen no ied at present 
to curb the proselytizing activities of Christian missionary groups in the 
country. 


At the same time it issued an official apology to the Finnish governnent 
for the recent attack by Israeli students against the Finnish Shalihevethyah 
Lutheran mission school in Jerusalem. The attack allegedly was in protest 
against "aggressive" proselytizing efforts. 


The apology expressed the Israeli government's regrets for the actions 
of "irresponsible elements". 


Some circles in Israel have maintained that leaders of the mission 
school have attempted to attract children from the poor districts of Jeru- 
salem by giving them food, clothes, and money, and by paying their school 
fees. 


The Rev. Risto Santala, head of the school, has issued a statement 
stressing that the school had never distributed these commodities among the 
poor, precisely because of its concern that such actions would be misinter- 
preted as attempts to proselytize. He said the. mission had never baptized 
a child without express authorization of both parents and that even then it 
required that the child be old enough to understand the meaning of baptisn. 


4 spokesman for the Ministry of Religious Affairs said that it was true 
that "certain personalities" have sought to exert pressure on the government 
to stop the activities of Christian missions, but that no such action is 
contemplated. Observers note that such action would be strongly opposed, 
particularly by the Foreign Ministry, in view of Israel's international 
obligations to preserve the status quo in religious matters. EPS, Geneva 


TAIZE BROTHERS GIVE UP FARM LAND 
AND HELP FORM NEW COOPERATIVE 


(Taizé, France) - Brothers of the community of Taizé and five young Roman 
Catholic couples in the nearby area of the Burgundy countryside have pooled 
their land, stock, and farming equipment to form a regional cooperative. 


This new experinent by the brothers of the French Protestant monastic 
community dedicated to the restoration of Christian unity, involves giving 
up their own farm and thus enables them to renounce an external sign of 
wealth which it was feared night be a stumbling block to some persons. 


In the cooperative the profits will be equally divided, regardless of 
the initial contribution, with the Taizé conmunity pee counted as one of 
the six homesteads. 


The cooperative is the second such experiment by He Bk ee ee Some 
years ago the brothers created a dairy cooperative which now involves 1,200 
farms and has been a great financial boon to participants. © EPS, Geneva 
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Social Institutions of the Lutheran Church in Hungary at present are 
caring for 344 01d persons and 191 physically or mentally handicapped 
children, the church's journal Evangelikus Elet reports. 


* * * 


East German authorities have refused a visa to Dr. Ernest Wilm, chair- 
man of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), to visit 
Halle-~an-der-Saale. Dr. Wilm had planned a preaching and lecture tour in 
the city and a visit to the Deaconess House there. 


* * * 


Cardinal Wyszynski, Roman Catholic Primate of Poland, said recently in 
a sermon in Warsaw that state authorities have threatened to impose financial 
penalties on the church if it refuses to allow state supervision of reli- 
gious instruction outside the schools. He said that the church has already 
had to pay a large number of fines and will undoubtedly be in a position to 
pay the new ones. Observers have interpreted his remarks as meaning the 
church does not plan to permit state inspection of religious instruction. 


* * * 


Protestants all over the world will mark the 400th anniversary of the 
publication of the Heidelberg Catechism on January 19. In observance of the 
date a new translation of the work has been published in New York by the 
North American Area Council of the World Alliance of Reformed and Presbyter- 
ian Churches. Called "the most ecumenical of the confessions of the Protes- 
tant churches", it has been advocated as the document upon which Protestant 
denominations now discussing unity could come to agreement. 


* * * 


Exactly one year after the beginning of its construction, the new Bible 
House in Mexico City will be opened tomorrow (January 19). The new building 
will accommodate both the Sociedades Biblicas en Mexico (a joint agency of 
the American Bible Society&the British and Foreign Bible Society) and the 
staff of the Latin America Service Centre, 


“%¥ * 


‘The Indonesian Bible Society has taken over responsibility for Bible 
society: work in the western part of New Guinea, formerly administered by 
the Netherlands Bible Society. This is the result of decisions taken by the 
boardsof both societies. 


* * * 


A Roman Catholic priest attended the consecration of an Anglican bishop 
in Montreal, Canada. Msgr. H.J. Doran, rector of St. Patrick!s Catholic 
church, represented Paul-Emile Cardinal Leger, Archbishop of Montreal, at 
the consecration of Dean R.K. Maguire, 39, as Anglican Bishop of Montreal. 
Anglican sources said there have been cases in the past when Catholic 
priests and even bishops have attended receptions held after consecration 
of Anglican prelates. But they had never heard of a Catholic clergyman 
actually attending the ceremony. 


* * * 


The Dean of Canterbury, the Very Rev. Hewlett Johnson, will retire in 


May this year. He will then be 89 years of age and have served as dean 
Since 1931. 


* * * 
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No objection will be raised by the Israeli Ministry-of Religious Affairs 
to the establishment of a Christian chapel on board Israel's largest ocean 
liner "Shalom" now under construction. This was reported to Israel's 
Parliament by Dr. 4erah Wahrhaftig, Minister for Religious Affairs,.in 
rejecting a motion that the chapel be barred. The proposal had been made by 
a member of the leftist Mapam Party. 


*¥ + 


The first five Hong Kong orphans for adoption in New Zealand have 
arrived in the country. Government authorization for the adoption permits 
the National Council of Churches to bring in 40 such: children and-the Roman 
Catholic Church 10. The NCC reports 270 offers of adoption fron New Zealand 
fanilies. 


* Hee ae 


The third national Faith and Order Conference in New Zealand is to be: 
held in February 1964. Previous conferences were in 1947 and 1955. A 
commission preparing for the conference has study committees working in five 
centres, on different aspects of the theme "What is our Gospel?" <A study 
book suitable for congregational use has been prepared for 1963. 


* * * 


Charging that the House Un-American Activities Committee has made 
"irresponsible attacks upon churches and church leaders", the Department of 
Church and Society of the National Capital Area (Washington, D.C.) Council 
of Churches called on the US House of Representatives to abolish the group. 
Continued existence of the committee is "an implied reflection on the FBI 
and other security agencies specializing in this field", the council said in 
a message sent to President Kennedy and all members of the new Congress. ~ 


Se, 


The annual "World Leprosy Day", observed for the first time ten years 
ago, will take place this year on January 27. Last year 117 nations parti- 
Cipated. Material for the promotion of the day is offered free by the 
Ordre de la Charité, 43 rue du General Delestraint, Paris XVI, France. 


—%* % ¥ 


A second US Lutheran synod has declined an invitation to help plan a. 
new cooperative agency designed to replace the National Lutheran Council. 
The latest rejection came from the 14,000-member Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
(ELS). “An earlier rejection cane from the 450,000-member Wisconsin 
Evangelical: Lutheran Synod, 


5 ae 
Christian Endeavour Week will be observed fron January 27 through 


February 3 by young people in thousands of Protestant churches throughout 
North. America. : . EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


CONFERENCE STUDIES CHURCHES! ROLE i 
IN EDUCATION IN CHANGING AFRI¢A . 


(Salisbury, So.RHodesia) - Vigorous support by the churches in the gigantic 
task of providing education in Africa is urged in reports adopted here at 
the closing plenary session of a conference on Christian Education in 
Changing Africa, sponsored by the All-Africa Church Conference. 


The two-week conference was attended by eighty delegates from Protestant 
churches engaged in educational work in 47 countries south of the Sahara, 
involving over 3,000,000 pupils, and by 40 consultants and representatives 
of mission boards in Great Britain, Europe, and North America. Also present 
were four observers from the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 


_ ->:,One report called for church support for African governments in develop- 
ing universities "which are by the nature of their establishment and control 
not bound to one denomination or religion but open to all for full partici- 
“pation. It said that in areas. where such universities do not exist, the 
churches should take the initiative in their establishment. - 


Another report stressed that the Ghurch's concern must be for Aeseh siaes 
whole person's growth to full stature" rather than "recruiting membership in 
a particular denomination". It also urged the need for placing full value 
‘on the African heritage in school curricula. 


Dr. Donald M'Timkulu, All-Africa Conference secretary, in one of the 
principal addresses, declared that "the Church.as a whole should seek to 
fulfil its true mission of service to the nation" through whole-hearted 
involvement in the new governmental systems of education in Africa. 


Dr. ZK. Matthews, formerly vice-principal of Fort Hare University 
College in South Africa, and now Africa secretary of the World Council of 
Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, who presided as conference chairman, 
called for full participation by Africans in the education job. "If the 
voice of Salisbury is to be heeded by Africans it must be the voice of 
Africa", he said. "Only as the African delegates are associated with all 
aspects of the work. . .shall we be able to say that the authentic voice of 
Africa has spoken to the churches and governments of Africa." 


Dr. Malcolm Adiseshiah, assistant director general of UNESCO, in the 
opening address stressed the need for more universities to provide greater 
facilities for teacher training. He recalled that at the’ UNES@0-sponsored 
conference of African ministers of education at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in 
1961, and at follow-up meetings in Paris and Madagascar, the goal was set 
at six years of universal, free, and compulsory primary education for every >. 
African child by 1980. These meetings also set as major goals the increase 
by seven times of the number of secondary school students and said the ex- 


pansion of university enrollment should take one and a half per cent of the 
total age group. 


Aocording to latest UNESCO statistics based on surveys in 37 countries 
60 per cent of African children never go to school at all. Among those who 
do enter Standard I only 40 per cent complete the primary course and only 
4 per cent of the youths between the ages of 12 and 18 receive any further 
education. In many countries these figures are markedly lower. 
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Reports approved by the conference dealt with a range of subjects - 
including the Church and State in Education; Resources; Gontent of Educa- 
tion; New Challenges in Education; and EornolRaae of. Christian Education 
and Educational Policy and Planning. te 


The report on Church and State dealt with methods of coping with limit- 
ations under, restrictive political systems. It noted that "at various times 
and places. . .small Protestant churches have been affected. . .by enceroach- 
ment upon. ...their libertics and: their future,..as far as education is 
concerned, put in jeopardy". Discussing relations with Roman Catholics, it 
said that in some areas there is limited cooperation with them and expressed 
the hope that this become: more general, 


The report on policy and planning suggested aie les allowances for 
adjustments: to changing circumstances, broadening of educational work 
beyond schools and colleges to include adult education, literacy. projects 

and emphasis on the training of the handicapped. It also urged setting up 
“a centre to promote research in education and the preparation and” distribu- 
tion of statistical’ information. 


The report on personnel and resources urged the churches to offer their 
support to governments pledged to implement the expansion plans along the 
lines recommended by the UNESCO Addis Ababa conference, and called upon 
churches at home and overseas to dévelop new educational, financial, and 
‘staff resources to aid in meeting these goals. It also dealt extensively 
with the urgent need for qualitied teachers and school administrators. 


Other reports noted the new challenges to Christian education arising 
from the increase-of new towns and growing industrial development, and 
urged modernizing of the education of girls to encourage more young women 
to prepare for 1 ia a careers, 


A full report of the conference is scheduled for early publication. 
. EPS, Geneva 
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BAST AFRICAN CHURCHES 
HOLD THEOLOGICAL DISCUSSIONS 


(Arusha, Kenya) - Some 40 Bast African. Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, 
Moravian, and Presbyterian leaders have met near here for nine days of talks 
described as "the first attempt to initiate full theological discussions" 
looking towards eventual union, 


An announcement said participants reached "an encouraging measure of 
agreement". Study centred on Scriptures and Creeds, the Chursh, the 
Ministry, and the Saeraments. Findings will now be sent back to the | 
churches for further study and future theological talks will be held by 
smaller groups in Nairobi and Arusha. 


The conferenee pledged itself to the task of "education in the issues 
of unity" among the scattered congregations of Kenya and Tanganyika. 


It was the third in a series initiated last year. Conference leaders 
represented the Anglican Province of East Africa, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches of Tanganyika, the Methodist Church, the Moravian Church, and the 
Presbyterian Church of Hast Africa. Observers also were present from the 
Roman Cathalic, Mennonite, and Southern Baptist Churches, and from the 
Anglican Province of Uganda. Conference chairman was Bishop $.R. Moshi, of 
the Lutheran Church of Northern Tanganyika. 


Three consultants came specially to Arusha to assist the conversations: 
Dr. J.W.C. Dougall, former secretary of the Department of Foreign Missions 
in the Church of Scotland, and a well-known missionary in Kenya; Pastor 
Peter Kjeseth of the Lutheran World Federation!s theological department; 
and the Rev. P.C. Rodger, executive secretary of the Faith and Order Depart- 
ment of the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 
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ALABAMA RELIGIOUS LEADERS ASK 
"LAW, ORDER, COMMON SENSE" 


(Birmingham, Ala.) -~ An inter-faith group of 11 Alabama religious leaders 
has issued a joint statement here calling for "law and order and common 
sense" rather than "inflammatory" speeches in dealing with the state's 
racial problems. 


The statement, signed by Protestant, Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Jew- 
ish leaders, followed an inaugural talk by Governor George C. Wallace who 
» pledged. to preserve racial segregation practices, saying "segregation now 
eo + esegregation forever.. 


"We feel that inflammatory and rebellious statements can only lead to 
violence, discord, confusion, and disgrace for our beloved state", the. ..... 
religious leaders said. Defiance, they said, is not the solution to Alabama's 
desegregation problems, 


"It is clear that a series of court decisions may soon . bring about the 
desegregation of certain schools and colleges in Alabama. Many sincere 
people oppose this change and are Meee troubled by it. .As Southerners, we 
understand SAL Gea 


However, they were on: "It is understood that those who strongly oppose 
desegregation may frankly and fairly pursue their convictions in the courts, 
and in the meantime should peacefully abide by -the decisions of those same 
courts", 


Signers included: Methodist Bishops Nolan B. Harmon and Paul Hardin; 
Protestant Episcopal Bishop C.C.J. Carpenter; Coadjutor Bishop George M. 
Murray of Alabama; and Roman Catholic agouti genet Bishop Joseph A. Durick. 

EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN COUNCIL TO STUDY 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 


(Rome ) - Augustin Cardinal Bea announced here that when the Second Vatican 
Council reconvenes in September, the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting ° 
Christian Unity which he heads will present a schema, or decree, proclaiming 
the right of all men, believers or unbelievers, to freedom of conscience. — 


He made the announcement before some 200 representatives of 21 religious 
bodies, including Protestants, Roman Catholics, and Jews, gathered for an 
agape.(supper) sponsored by the Catholic International Pro Deo University in 
Rome and modelled along the lines of the feasts of brotherly love common in 
early Christian times, 


‘- Participants hailed the cardinal!s announcement as Nextremely impor- 
tant" and said the speech could be regarded as the Magna Carta of 4 new 
orientation given to the Catholic Church by Pope John XXIII, 


- Cardinal Bea declared that, .like the Second Vatican Comieny the agape 
was inspired by a spirit of ind yeaa charity. He went on to warn against 
identifying truth with one's own beliefs and stressed the need to understand 
‘other men's “convictions and respect their freedom to follow their own 
consciences. 


Read at te opening of -the gathering was a message a Amleto Cardinal 
_ Gicognani, Vatican Secretary of State, who conveyed an apastolic blessing 
from Pope John XXIII for all participants. He said the Pope had learned 
"with pleasure" of the new Pro Deo encounter seeking to "reachieve fraternal 


understanding among individuals and to reestablish Christian peace and 
prosperity among peoples", 
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Among others taking part in the agape, besides Jews, and Latin and Hast- 
ern Rite Catholics, were Hastern Orthodox, Baptists, Methodists, Lutherans, 
Waldensians, and Moslems. 


Cardinal Bea told the participants, who shared a symbolic meal consist- 
ing of fish and simple pies similar to those prepared by Jews 2,000 years 
ago, that "an authentic love for truth demands that we recognize it wherever 
encountered. 


"Mo those objecting that error has not the right to exist", he said, 
"we must ‘anSwer that error is something abstract. The past's so-called wars 
of religion were aberrations of a misunderstood love for truth. They were 
waged by men who forgot that not less important than truth is man's right 
to follow his own conscien*e and to have his independence respected by all." 


told the gathering that in a world growing increasingly smaller, a meeting 
of the different faiths is inevitable and must occur "in. grace and love". 
EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Manfredi Rone!i,president of the Union of Italian Baptist Churches, 


RESIGNATION OF DR. MAX WARREN, 
CMS GENERAL SECRETARY 


(London) - Canon M.A.C. Warren, general secretary of the Church Missionary 
society (Anglican) Since, 1942, is resigning at. the end of August. He is 58. 


Dr. Warren says he does not know what the "next step" for him will be, 
DUt- that “it ts sure to be “exciting. “It always hae been." 


In a letter to the metropolitans and bishops in those parts of Africa 
and Asia where the Society has responsibilities, Dr. Warren writes: "This 
is neither a sudden decision nor is any mystery involved. I had for some 
time been coming to the conviction that our Society would best serve the 
Church overseas if its general secretary were a younger man with the prospect 
of a good many years of continued service and one who would bring ’a fresh 
mind and new vision to his responsibilities." EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST BOARD BACKS 
UN PLEA TO PORTUGAL 


(Cincinnati, Ohio) ~ A United Nations plea to Portugal to end. its: "repression" 
of the people of Angola and Mozambique was supported by the Methodist Board 
of Missions in a resolution adopted at its annual meeting here. : 


The resolution also urged that the UN Trusteeship Council assume the 
administration of South West Africa and that South Africa abandon its 
apartheid (segregation) policies. 


ike Portugal and South Africa fail to act, the resolution said, then the 
US should “consider serioushy" UN proposals for economic sanctions against 
the two nations. 


sanctions should include, it said, a ban against all exports and imports 
to and from the two countries and against the export of military supplies to 
Portugal. It also asked that a time-table be set up for the eventual inde- 
pendence of both Angola and Mozambique. EPS, Geneva 
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FUNERAL RITES HELD 
FOR "OLDEST" ECUMENICAL PIONEER 


(New York) - Funeral services have been held in New York for Dr. Arthur 

Judson Brown, ecumenical pioneer and one of Amerioan Protestantism's eldest 

“statesmen, who died January 12, six weeks after church leaders honoured him 
on his 106th birthday. : a 


For 34 years until his mandatory retirement Bt (Oa DOLI Dr. Brown 
served as secretary of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, prede- 
cessor of the United Rae Oy een ey Commissian on Eoumenical Missicne and 
“Relations, 


He a ohalneth akatod however, as treasurer of the intercreedal autor 
Peace Union, which was endowed by Andrew Carnegie in 1914 and of which he 
was the only living sharter member. The union is now called the Council on 
Religion and International Affairs. 


. As an ecumenical pioneer, Dr. Brown played major-roles in early confer- 
ences which brought together diverse Protestant groups and whieh eventually 
led to the formation of the World Council of Churches in 1948 in Amsterdam, 
the Netherlands. 


These gatherings included the ; . . Houmenical Missionary Conference 
in New York in‘1900, of which he was the organizing secretary; the World 
Missionary Conference at Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1910, of which he was: ehair- 
man of the American.section of the international arrangements committee; 
and the Universal Christian Conference on Life and Work at Stockholm, Sweden, 
in 1925, of which he was one of the three presidents. He also wrote about 
15 books, most of them dealing with foréign mission work. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC JAILED IN ITALY 
AS CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR - 


(Florence, Italy) - The first Roman Catholic has been sentenced to jail by 
an Italian court as a een eee objector. 


Giuseppe Gozzini, 26, graduate of a law school, a member of cia hie 6 
Action and contributor to iow ehon ue magazines, has been sentenced to six 
months in jail. 


His conviction has caused a stir in Florence. He is believed to be the 
first Catholic to be sentenced under the nation's draft law. In the past 

only militant pacifists, largely Jehovah's Witnesses; have been jailed for 

refusal to enter army service. . aie Geneva 


BIBLE REPORTED "BEST SELLER" 
IN STRIFE-TORN CONGO 


(Luluabourg, Congo) - In today's strife-torn Congo. there is "a ready market" 
for literature, according to reports from missionaries. And the Bible is. 
the best-seller. . 


Archie Graber, of the Congo Inland Mission, reports that "interest i 


buying the Scriptures is at least double anything I've known in my 32 back ame 
im Coneo''. 


Bible Society statistics concur. From Royeimtas: ey He to October 31, 
1961 sales of Bibles, testaments, and Bible portions totalled 118,763 in the 
Tshiluba-speaking area of eentral Congo alone, an area containing 2,000,000 
people, many of whom, particularly among those over 25, cannot read. 
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Missionaries of several churches in Congo!s Kasai Province are cooper- 
ating in publishing and distributing books and other printed material in the 
province!s Tshiluba vernacular, and in French, the official language of the 
Congo. EPS. Geneva 


INTER-FAITH CONFERENCE ASKS 
END. OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION IN USA 


(Chicago) - The first inter-faith National Conference on Religion and Race 
in the United States has closed here with an appeal to the nation "to work, 
to pray, and to act courageously in the cause of human equality and dignity 
while there is still time". 


‘The 650 delegates representing Protestant, Orthodox, Roman Catholic, 
and Jewish groups in a unanimously adopted "Appeal to the Conscience of the 
American People" described racism as the US's "most serious domestic evil. 


"We repent our failures and ask the forgiveness of God. . . (and) the 
forgiveness of our brothers whose right we ignored", they declared. They 
called on all Americans to “seek a’ reign of justice". 


Conference follow-up plans include pilnt ‘ projects to combat 
racial discrimination in ten US cities. The programmes will be headed’ by 
religious leaders of the various faiths. 


Sponsors of the sonference, the first ever held under the joint aus- 
pices. of the US's three major faiths, were the National Council of Churches! 
Department of Racial and Cultural Relations; the National Catholic Welfare 
Conference's Social Action Department; and the Synagogue Council of 
America's Social Action Commission. HPS, Geneva 


BILL TO CONTROL’ CHRISTIAN MISSIONS 
IN ISRAEL REPORTED IN PREPARATION 


(Tel Aviv) - Ye¢gioth Aharonoth, newspaper published here reports that the 
Israeli Minister of Religious Affairs is preparing a bill which would pro- 
hibit the conversion to another religion of Jews living in Israel, if those 
conversions can be proven to have resulted from "material advantages given 
to converts by the missions", 


The. newspaper said that the bill would require every Israelite who is 
converted "to prove that the motive for his conversion was solely Lox 
reasons of faith", 


it described the bill as one which will seek "to control the activities 
of Christian Massiong in’ israel, 


The newspaper reported that Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mrs. Golda 
Meier, is opposed to the bill because in her view it will "damage Israel's 
prestige". . The bill also is expected to run into heavy opposition from the 
groups in both parties in Parliament which are struggling for absolute free- 
dom of worship in Israel, (See EPS No. 2). EPS, Geneva 


NEW LAY TRAINING CENTRE 
IN INDIA CHARTS 1963 PLANS 


(Calcutta) - A new programme aimed at a new kind of training of the laity 
will get underway in north-east India this year with the organization of a 


lay and industrial training and study cent 
EPS No. 21, 1962), De ra as Vigra vers ene i FS Be 
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Plans for the new centre call for the formation of a series of local 
institutes to help laymen "understand their place in the new India as the 
people of God" and the organization of lay groups in several industrial 
centres. . 


An announcement said that while the traditional kind of lay training to 
prepare people for selected tasks within the institutional framework of the 
church is still required, "the great rediscovery of our time is the redis- 
covery of the layman as the Church in the world, which means that lay train- 
ing must prepare the layman for his place in the front line of the Church's 
ministry to the world". 


Using studies on "The Missionary Structure of the Congregation" based 
on material prepared by the World Council of Churches, the groups will delve 
into such questions as the nature of the churches! life, organization, and 
worship, and a re-examination of contemporary society "because it is the 
field of our ministry, and the object of our mission". 


The groups will be concentrated in the Damodar valley section of Bengal 
and Bihar, an area which contains more than 70 per cent of India's heavy 
industry, and is commonly called the “Ruhr of India". 


-A second "situation study" under centre auspices on "The Church in the 
Ruhr of India" is also planned which will seek to ask what the churches are 
actually doing, and how they are meeting their challenges. Also scheduled 
during 1963 are a number of related conferences including one on "Women in a 
Modern Industrial Community", a central consultation of key lay men and 
women from the local institutes who will meet with a few theologians, and 
one for pastors working in ‘the industrial field. . 


Director of the programme will be the Rev. Kenyon E. Wright, a mission- 
ary of the British Methodist Church, who has been released by his church for 
this service. The programme has received the approval of the Bengal Chris- 
tian Council and has been recommended by the National Chrirtian Council's 
Committee on Church and Evangelism. r EPS, Geneva 


CMS DEPLORES PRESSURE ON SUDAN: 
ASKS PRAYERS FOR LEADERS AND PEOPLE 


(London) ~ The Church Missionary Society (Anglican) has charged that: 'the 
Church in the Sudan is under pressure - greater pressure, probably, than in 
any other country: outside China and some of Russia's satellite states". 


The Society makes the charge in a statement being sent to Church of 
England bishops, clergy, and laity, with a special request for prayer "for 
the government of the Sudan, for all Christians in the Sudan, and especially 
for their leaders". The statement and an article "For whom we should pray" 
Bone a special supplement to the January issue of the CMS bulletin. 


“The Sudanese government has launched a vigorous campaign to Islanize 
the country. Mission schools have been nationalized, no new missionaries 
are allowed in the country, and baptism fre those under the age of 18 is 
“practically forbidden. 


Recently a Roman Catholic priest and five sisters in Southern Sudan 
were arrested and imprisoned for allowing some of the sisters! pupils to 
attend the priest's Mass in a mission chapel on a school holiday. They were 
later released on bail to await trial. 
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The government also has ordered the expulsion of at least 17 United 
Presbyterian and Reformed missionaries, the entire staff of the Sudan United 
Mission numbering about 40 persons, several CMS missionaries, and more than 
AO Roman Catholic priests and nuns. (See EPS No. 1). 


The Church Missionary Society's statement recognizes the great problem 
facing the Sudan!s military rulers in creating "'o national consciousness 
among the different tribes of their vast country. This they have tried to 
do through the promotion of Arabic as a national language and through Islan, 
the majority religion", it says. "In such circumstances any minority group 
is regarded with suspicion." It adds: 


"The Church is also discredited in the eyes of the present government 
because of its share (through the missionary societies) in the former educa- 
tional policy which sought to isolate and thus protect the less developed 
and more African southern provinces. The Church, strongest in these prov- 
inces, has grown accustomed to English rather than Arabic and its leaders 
are now handicapped in dealing with Arabic-speaking officials. 


"Suspected and often inartieulate under the rule of an authoritarian 
government, the Church suffers further restriction because the government 
appears to follow the historic attitude of Islam in reeognizing its existence 
but not its right to grow.!! 


Largest Christian church in the Sudan is the Roman Catholic which claims 
a total membership of 300,000 persons: out of the total population of 
11,000,000 persons. Anglican church members total 80,000. Very much smaller 
are the. churches associated with the US Presbyterian Mission and three inter- 
denominational bodies. Although founded by missionaries the churches are 
"truly indigenous and served and directed by Sudanese clergy and laity", the 
CMS reports. EPS, Geneva 


SCHEMA: ON "REVELATION" 
REPORTED NOW REDRAFTED 


(Rome) - The schema on "The Sources of Revelation" which was rejected by the 
majority of the fathers of the Second Vatican Council has now been redrafted 
by the joint committee consisting of members of the Theological Commission 
and of the Secretariat for Christian Unity. The new version has been unani- 
mously passed by the committee. 


The joint committee was appointed by the Pope November 21, after the 
voting during the 23rd plenary session the previous day had shown that the 
majority of the fathers of the Council rejected the original draft.prepared 
by the Theological Commission. : be EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN PILGRIMS 
TO VISIT LOURDES 


(London) - Two groups of Anglicans plan to visit the Roman Catholic healing 
Shrine at Lourdes, France, in August. The first party, of about 30 persons, 
including two or three who are ill, will be led by the Rt. Rev. Wilfred 

Westall, president of the Anglo-Catholic Church Union in England. A second 


party will be led by Fr. Colin Stephenson, administrator of the Anglican 
shrine at Walsingham, England. 


An announcement said the idea for the visit originated with a Roman 
Catholic Dominican, Fr. Evans of Blackfriars. It said the Roman Catholics 
have been most helpful in making facilities available. EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICANS, METHODISTS TO REPORT 
ON CHURCH UNITY TALKS NEXT MONTH 


(London) - Recommendations designed to bring about closer unity between the 
Church of England and the Methodist Church will be given in an official 
report to be presented here towards the end of next month.. 


The recommendations. will be based on talks by a committee of 12 Angli- 
cans and 12. Methodists which has been meeting since 1956. 


All the committee's meetings have been private and apart from formal 
statements little information has been given about the talks, However, 
Associated Press reported "there were strong indications the group had found 
a formula to bridge some of the ideological gulfs which have separated the 
two churches for more than 170 years", — EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH CATHOLIC HIBRARCHY ACT 
ON BILL GIVING PROTESTANTS MORE FREEDOM 


(Madrid) - The Spanish Catholic hierarchy has agreed to a government bill 
-that-would.grant Protestants equal rights with. Catholics, United algpikig tile. 
national has reported here. 


Quoting what it termed "reliable sources", UPI said that the Spanish 
bishops at their recent annual conference had decided to drop objections to 
a "billof Protestant emancipation" being prepared by Foreign Minister 
Fernando Maria Castiella. 


It said the decision will now be reported to Rome by the ane tips of 
Saragoss, but that no agreement will’ be published officially until it has 
received: Vatican approval. | 


The bill would permit Protestants to have their own schools and distri- 
bute Bibles, and would give them several more rights, now denied, notably 
in relation to marriage laws. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


ke of all the printed material supplied to, the. bPerevan non-Catholic 
delegate-observers at the first session of the Second Vatican Council, have 
been sent to Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras in Istanbul, it was ee ee 
in Rome. 


Gera is * 


A $50,000 gift to the world!s refugees was made just before the end of 
1962 by the United Church of Canada. The gift brought to $190,000 the 1962 
total for such purposes. The amount in 1963 is expected to be around 
$200,000. The latest gift, handled through the World Council of Churches, 
will assist Burmese farmers, Iran earthquake refugees, people in depressed 
areas of Greece, and Hungarian refugees in Austria. 


iy * * 


_ French Lutheran and. Reformed church leaders together with Pa cere 
of some of the major Christian agencies for evangelism and study met recently 
in Paris to examine questions raised by their newly expanded dialogue with 
the Roman Catholic Church in light of the results of the first session of the 
Second Vatican Council. Discussion dealt with theology, pastoral work, and 
education. . ry 
ied ae ha ee 
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The President of the Austrian Federal Republic has conferred the 
Grosser Ehrenzeichen for services to the Austrian Federal Republic upon Pastor 
HugeneRies, director of the Department of World Service of the Lutheran 
World Federation in Geneva. Pastor Ries, who was formerly director of the 
LWF for Austria, rendered particularly outstanding service in connection with 
the integration. and settlement of refugees in Austria. 


a a 


The Austrian Bible Committee has undertaken to finance the first edition 
of a New Testament in the Mataco language. Mataco is spoken by more than 
10,900 people in the Chaco in Argentina, of whom 4,000 are Christians. The 
translation has been made by missionaries belonging to the South American 
Missionary Society. Theological terms for which no equivalent exists in the 
Mattaco ‘language: have been rendered in Spanish, Ae REED 


x* x * 


The national anthem of Uganda will now invoke the name of God. The 
words of the national anthem of Uganda had been modified to-include mention 
of the deity. Instead of "0 Uganda, thy people praise thee!" the words will 
now be: "O Uganda, may God protect thee!" The change was effected at the © 
request of a large number of citizens of Uganda. 


* * * 


The: French Protestant Federation has decided to give full commission’ 
status to its*sub-commission on Roman Catholicism. Commission mémbers'will 
be appointed by the Federation's member churches and will be responsible 
for coordinating all: the Federation's relationships with the Roman Catholic 
CPi Rie yikes oe, 2 a 


* * * 


The 4,200,000-member Lutheran Church in America has authorized a com- 
prehensive study of parochial schools. A spokesman said it was being under- 
taken because the board now has no policy on parochial schools. The church 
-has-16 elementary parochial schools among: its 6,200 congregations. 


ere NbN: Yr 


Construction is scheduled to begin soon near Luedenscheidt, Germany, on 
a men's college through which the Evangelical Church in 'Germany (EKD) hopes 
to continue the tradition of four famous schools that no longer operate in 
Kast Germany. The buildings of the four schools ~- Schulpforta, Joachimstal, 
St. Afra in Meissen, and St. Augustin in Grimma which were founded during the 
Middle Ages - still exist, but they are now being used as training centres 
by the East German government. The Neu Schulpforta is scheduled to be 
opened in 1964 with .210 students, It is sponsored by the Evangelical Church 
of Westphalia and the West German State of North Rhine-Westphalia. 


EN Nie Se 


«=-Plans for closer liaison between Roman Catholic and Protestant Episcopal 
interracial groups in the State of Rhode Island, USA, have been announced... 
Sponsors of the programme are the Rhode Island Chapter of the Episcopal. 
Society for Cultural and Racial Unity (BSCRU) and the Catholic Interracial 
Council (CIC) of the Providence Diocese. A spokesman said the two groups 
will seek closer relations on matters of housing for Negroes and other 
interracial problems. 

* * * 
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An information centre to help foreign workers in Switzerland has been 
organized at the headquarters of the Swiss Psa hen varey Church Federation in 
Bern. 


* * * 


The Mar Thoma Church in India and the Swiss Protestant churches! relief 
agency are cooperating to open a new technical school to train locksmiths 
and metal workers in Kerala, India. The.Mar Thoma Church is providing the 
site, the workshops, the houses for the teachers, and funds for current 
expenses. The Swiss churches will pay for the equipment and the salary of 
two Swiss. teaehers. The Zurich City Council has already voted a credit of 
Swiss .francs 200,000 ($46,730) for the school, 


_—* *~2. * 


US Methodist women have pledged $500,000 toward a five-year $1,000,000 
ecumenical programme of Christian literature production in 54 countries 
around the world. Aims of the programme include the training of national 
Christian personnel in literature production, subsidizing of Christian pub- 
lications in many languages and on various subjects, establishing and main- 
taining literature production and writing centres, and providing facilities 
for literature distribution. 0 . 


* * * 


Protestant pastors from throughout the Congo are meeting in Leopoldville 
for a six-month refresher course. The ‘in-service training" ; doscribed as an 
attempt. to meet. the critical. shortage of trained*ministers in the nation, is 
being offered by the Faculté dé Theologie, a theological seminary at 
Luluabourg jointly sponsored -by Presbyterian and Disciples churches and 
missions. Because of tribal tensions, the pastors! @ourse.'was planned for 
Leopoldville, the capital. 


* * *% 


The Rey. Joseph A. Sire Negro staff member of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Diocese. of Michigan,:-has taken up new duties as rector of the all-white 
Trinity Episcopa 1 church in Farmington, Mich., USA. He was formerly executive 
director of the Christian Social Relations Department of the diocese. 


* * * 


There are 2,700,000 Lutherans in Finland, making up 92.4 per cent of 
the country's population, but not more than three per cent attend services 
on an average Sunday, according to statistics released in Helsinki. The 
remainder of. Finland's population includes Orthodox, 1.5 per cent (72,500 
persons), Protestants, Catholics, Jews, Muslims, and those of other religious 
groups, nearly 1 per cent, and 5.4 per cent who are not identified with any 
religion or are affiliated with the Pentecostal movement. 


* * * 


Roman Catholic and Protestant youth in Geneva, Switzerland, are planning 
an interconfessional Christian centre at Chatelaine, one of the new sections 
of the town. The centre will be open to persons of all faiths. Sponsoring ~ 
organizations are the Federation of Catholic Youth, the YMCA, and the YWCA,. 
Geneva authorities have announced they will make a donation to the centre ta 
supplement funds contributed by individual donors. EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIAN COMMITTEE IN ALGERIA 
WAGES FIGHT AGAINST TB 


(Geneva) - The Dutch doctor whom the Protestant churches have sent to werk 
at a health centre at Zoui, south of Constantine, Algeria, reports that 
within.a fortnight he counted more cases of TB than he had met with in his 
practice in Europe during a whole year. ra 


That is what Pastor Heinrich Hellstern, director of the programme now 
being undertaken by the Christian Committee for Service in Algeria (CCSA) 
told a meeting of the Committee, on which 17 churches and church organiza- 
tions are representod, when it assembled last week at headquarters cf the 
World Council of Churches, Geneva. 


Pastor Hellstern reported that the first of the mcbile clinics which the 
churches have given to the CCSA is new operating in the Zoul area and has 
attracted so many patients that within a month the doctor has given 3,000 
consultations. é 


. ‘The demand to see the doctor has been so heavy that the local authorities 
have had to be asked to control the crowds so that the examinaticn and treat- 
ment of patients can be done in an orderly way. 


The doctor says that in addition to TB he has found "a great many cases 
of gastric complaints and influenza, caused by insufficient nourishment and 
clothing, and that cases cf typhoid are frequent". 


The second mobile clinic is expected tn be working soon, directed by a 
women doctor, in an area where 100,000 people are living withcut any medical 
care. 
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The COSA, :.1 which the World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World 
Federation, Church World Service, and YMCA and YWCA are joined, among many 
other Protestant bodies, has accepted the request of the Algerian authori- 
ties that it snould be responsible for the welfare of 2,000,000 Algerians 
who live in the departments of Constantine and Batna. 


An important feature of its programme is an afforestation programme 
which calls for the planting of 21,000,C00 trees. About 3,000,000 of these 
trees have now been planted in nurseries. 


Pastor Hellstern told the meeting that the Algerian government had 
asked whether the COSA could extend this tree-planting programme, particu- 
larly in the south of Algeria, to check the gradual expansion of the Sahara 
desert, To do this, however, would call frr the planting of about-100,000,00 
trees, 


‘The Committee. agreed that the director | should investigate whether such 
a huge extension is viable. 3y 


‘At its November’tieéting, the CCSA eer ‘for 650, 000 blankets and 
1,300 tons of clothing to enable Wee hate "in FOAL need" to face the 
rigours” OL the winter. 


So far, the churches in Seed ase. aeanetuee eee Lniaeed 100, O00 
blankets to Algeria, and 20,000 more ‘have. heen flown in from England in a 
joint operation by the eG RR Council of Churches and the Lutheran World 
Federation. Lutheran World Relief, New York, paid for the blankets. 


“Church World Service has begun a national blankét collection for 
Algeria in the USA. The response is reported to have been heavy. Although 
shipments have been held up by the shipping strike in New York, six.air- 
lifts have been arranged which have brought a further 60,000 urgently needed 
blankets to Algeria. 


The “immediate demand for ft, , 300. ions ‘6k Seth chal has been virtually met 
by Lutheran churches in many countries. . A cash donation :of upwards of 
$7,000 has also been given by the, Inter-Church Aid Committee in the 
Netherlands. EPS, Geneva 


KENYA CHURCHES PROVIDE TRAINING 
FOR NAIROBI YOUTH WHO LEAVE SCHOOL. 


(Nairobi) - Some ten per cent of Naircbi's teenagers who leave school each 
year after completing the primary course are being trained at ey Christian 
Industrial Gentre for jobs in industry ) 


The centre,’ sponsored by the Christian pieiwe ae and Kenyay was . opened in 
1958 to help ease the bottleneck between primary and secondary education. 
It provides boys pre-apprenticeship training covering both the academic and 
‘technical fields, with an emphasis on Se ae them ty become eee 
Christian citizens. 


- Subjects taught include English, mathematics, Aeneas and in the work- 
shops mechanics, carpentry, welding, and Pe te Le 


Running expenses of the centre are met from ‘donations, from oe ‘gale 
-of articles made by :the boys, and by the low school fees, Many boys are 
-helped with their fees and no needy boy is refused. ‘Last year there were 
144 trainees at the centre, and this year the figure is expected to rise to 
180. EPS, Geneva 
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KRUSHCHEV PROMISES. STUDY ; 
OF EKID "REPENTANCE" PLAN 


(Berlin) - Soviet Premier Nikita 8S. Krushchev has promised to study a pro- 
posal to allow the "Token of Repentance Action" - initiated by Christians in 
both Hast and West Germany - to work in the USSR. 


‘This was announced here by. Dr. Erich Mueller-Gangloff, director of the 
Evangelical Academy in Berlin, who called on the Russian leader Shae the 
Hast German Communist Party Congress in East Berlin. 


Under the programme, which, was initiated in 1958, German Christians have 
served as volunteers abroad as an expression of contrition for the suffering 
caused by the Nazis. They have built churches, social centres, and other 
welfare projects in the Netherlands, Greece, Norway, France, and Israel. 
However, they have not yet been permitted to work in the Soviet Union, Hast 
Germany, or Communis’ blec countries. EPS, Geneva 


FOUNDATION STONE LAID FOR 
HONG KONG TRAINING CENTRE 


(Hong Kong) - The foundation stone for a large vocational training centre 
where 1,000 Chinese refugee youth will be able to receive instruction at one 
time ake been laid here by Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, director of the Lutheran 
World Federation | 8 Deoet ones of World Service. 


At the ceremony, it was announced that a fresh donation of $60,000 frcm 
the. United States would make possible enlargement of the new Kwun Rone Trade 
Training Centre to include a fifth storey. The gift raises the total capital 
investment to over $400, Ooo. 


The entre; whieh will have 25 olassrooms, is expected to bot completed 
by November. Pile driving on the 40,000-square foot site, which was donated 
ays the Hong Boke government, ais scheduled to start in February... 


Courses at the centre "will be closely related to the needs of local 
trade and industries and will include the training of ‘operatives for: the 
textile, garment, and metal industries". 


Besides the classrooms, - ‘the centre wide inelude Offices, a clinic, a 
library, rest rooms for staff and students, and a recreation room.’ Equip- 
ment for the courses, ue eee heavy machinery, is expected to cost more 
‘than $60,000. ) ) 


Funds for: the bere eae were ante Mena -by Luthérans of numerous 
countries. The initial amounts were given in Ponnae en with the $1,000,000 
World Refugee Year effort of LWF/WS. i EPS, ganbee 


‘83 ROMAN CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES 

NOW EXPELLED FROM THE SUDAN 

(Rome ) - A total of 63 Roman Catholic missionaries have now received expul- 
sion orders from the Sudan, FIDES, the international Roman Catholic press 


service, reports. It said that mua few cphaeet mart gen have sate left 
the country. i 


: ; Meanwhile, ss week. Teed casi Radio charged that Roman Catholic hye. 
Protestant missions in the Cu Gam are being "Subjected to a thorough © 
persecution". : 
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It estimated that at the present time only fifty Roman Catholic mission- 
aries remain in the country, plus a small number of. native priests. It 
described the expulsion orders as "the result of the Khartoum government's 
determination to impose. _ the. Arab, tongue and the Moslem. AiR ae on. the . 
entire nation". 


While northern. Sudan. is inhabited nee Arabs following the een of 
Islam, the southern part is “peopled by, African. tribes, many of whom are 
Christian, and those remaining are "more open to evangelizing: influence", 
it pointed out. 


(See EPS No. 3. for information concerning expulsion of Protestant 
missionaries). a tibs viat ec pad ee EPS, Geneva 


"FACTORY FOR PEACE" OPENS — 
FUND DRIVE IN SCOTLAND 


P) 


(Glasgow) - An appeal for funds for what is described as "a radical new 
experiment in industrial relations" was launched here today. Backers of the 
project - a "Factory for Peace" ~ are seeking £10,000 ($28; 000) to: as oh 5 iy 
underway. 


The experiment, ._ which has the support af several church leaders, oO ae 
unique for:two: main reasons: 


~ Ald profits will go for work in oi etna eoudtries as & means 
of building peace. » (Eventually it is hoped to train a voluntéer in one of 

Lts See -and send ey to an underdeveloped country to ‘Start a factory 
there). i oth 


- The factory will undertake new inane ie eds ee peraiearte ee 2 Oise neteance 
ownership where all the workers: will ‘have equal say im decisions ee 
wages, new products, profits, and- ‘other pena), ‘matters. 


Sponsors of the project include Dr. Donald Soper, the Rev. Colin eee 
Anthony Greenwood, M.P., Michael Foot, M. Said Clive Magee Sydney: geet ota 
M.P., and Cliff Michelmore.: 


Factory products will be ep dati sell ape any sheet metal ark general engin- 
eering work, reinforced plastics, and electric furnaces. It will hits no 
Be Swe Se could be- used: directly for war purposes. . 


An announcement said the experiment in industrial relations is necess- 
ary because "our society seems to be unaware that man's work must be a 
natural part of the richer,: fuller life: which is essential for a stable, 
happy world. Our factory will be an attempt to find a new creative working 
pattern, with particular emphasis on human dignity". 


Speaking of its world peace aim, it said that although "ultimately the 
solution is a long-term political one, some of us feel that something prac- 
tical should be done immediately". . . EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN YOUTH BULLD 
HOME FOR ABORIGINAL FAMILY. 


(Sydney) - Seventy-five young people from Australian churches have spent 
their summer holidays building a home for an aboriginal family. ~: They did so 
at an ecumenical work camp at Dubbo, arranged by the New South Wales Christ- 
ian Youth Council. The young people attending came from New South Wales, 
Queensland, and Victoria. 
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Between December 26 and January 12 they built a seven-room timber dwell- 
ing for an aboriginal family comprising mother, father, -and five children, 


Leaders voted the camp one of thé most successful thus far conducted 
in New South Wales, not only because of the excellent opportunity for service 
given to those participating, but also because of the keen interest and 
acceptance of the scheme shown by the. townspeople. 


The Aboriginal: Welfare Board provided the £1,800 ($5,040) for materials, 
and officers of the Board at Dubbo took a keen interest in the prcject. 


The campers were assisted on the job by two aboriginal boys studying in 
pydney and a group of relatives of the family who will occupy the house. 
BPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL AGENCY LAUNCHED 
-FOR- ADDIS ABABA RADIO PROJECT 


(Geneva) - A new ecumenical agency has been launched by which the churches 
of Africa, the Near East, and South-eastern Asia will be able to take part 
in the programme,.and finance of Radio "Voice of the Gospel" in Ethiopia. 


To be inaugurated at Addis Ababa on February 26, the 100-kilowatt radio 
station will be owned and operated by the Lutheran World Federation under 
franchise from the Peete Eee s government. 


| “Tt will be one of the most powerful Christian broadcasting centres in 
the world,” eventually reaching eta all of ae. the Near Hast, and 
Southern: Asia. vias ; tase Ramat 


In an announcement released in Geneva, it was disclosed that-a new 
Coordinating Committee for Intercontinental Broadcasting has met and taken 
measures to assume the responsibilities and privileges which the Near Hast 
Christian Council has been exercising under an agreement etal with. the 
LWF in 1959. 


Represented equally on the committee are the NECC, the All-Africa Church 
Conference, the Hast Asia Christian Conference, and the Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, according to the 
announcement, which was issued jointly by the WCC and the LWF. 


The 1959 agreement defines arrangements by which non-Lutheran churches 
and missions in the target areas of the LWF station will be able to use up 
to ore-half of. its broadcasting time for their programmes and contribute 
correspondingly toward its operating budget, which for the first year will 
be about $320,000. 


Acting on behalf. of its constituent. organizations, the committee has 
declared its intention to occupy its full 50 per cent of the broadcasting. 
time during 1963 and to contribute up to ae 000 toward the .station!s 
current budget. 


Chairman and executive officer of the new ecumenical agency is Dr.» 
George W. Carpenter, New York secretary of the WCC's Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism. Present as consultants at the initial meeting, 
which took place in Addis Ababa, were director Sigurd Aske and other staff 
members of the LWF Broadcasting Service; Dr. Donald. MTimkulu, general secre- 
tary. of the Provisional Committee of the All-Africa Church Conference; . U 
Kyaw Than, administrative secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference; 
and the Rev. Harry Dorman, executive secretary of the Near Bast Christian 
Council. EPS, Geneva 


No, 4 - lst February, 1963 6 


CCIA SEES NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
PEACE IN EASING OF INTERNATIONAL TENSIONS 


(New York) — New opportunities for "creative initiatives" to promote justice 
‘and international cooperation are offered mankind at the present moment, 
according to the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 


This is pessible, the World Council of Churches! agency states in a 
. review of the recent session of the United Nations, because of the easing of 
dangerous tensions. 


"The main factor in effecting this hopeful respite was undoubtedly the 
peaceful resolution of the first direct military confrontation of the nuclear 
giants immediately concerned with conflicting interests in the Caribbean, 
but involving much larger stakes as well", the document states. 


The CCIA memorandum on selected items of the Seventeenth UN General 
Assembly will be distributed to government and UN officials, heads of UN 
missions, and churchmen throughout the world. It summarizes the position of 
the World Council of Churches on varicus questions such as religious liberty, 
peace and disarmament, and the peaceful uses of suter space. 


The CCIA was formed to present the common concern of the churches in 
relation tos-international affairs. The memorandum on agenda items was 
prepared by the CCIA officers and released by its New York office. 


Describing the UN Session just-ended as "one of the more harmonious and 
constructive deliberations of recent years", the CCIA cites the election of 
secretary General U Thant with "the integrity of his office. unimpaired. 


"When the Seventeenth Session closed on December 29, the basic factors 
of world insecurity and peril remained, but. the immediate storm clouds had 
lightened considerably", the memorandum observed, 


Commenting on the Cuba crisis, it says the world "survived this fate- 
ful test in that policies of moderation and procedures of negotiation, to 
which the United Nations and particularly its Secretary General. made a 
worthy contribution, prevailed on both sides. 


"The growth in the convictien that war is not inevitable, though far 
from universal - as evidenced, for example, by the ideological dispute in 
the Communist world - forms an indispensable precondition for a wider 
acceptance of peaceful settlement and change. For such a propitious develop-: 
ment, churchmen and other men of goodwill are thankful." 


Another important event during this period was the stepping up and 
subsequent halting of aggressive military action of the People's Republics 
of China in its border dispute with India, according to the churchmen. 


The deadlock of the nuclear powers on disarmament "seems at the moment 
virtually complete", despite the mounting perils of the arms race. "One 
favourable factor is that there has been no lessening of world concern." 
The CCIA reaffirmed its determination to press for progress in this area 
despite al Liobstaclesi.., i, EPS, Geneva 


SALARY INCREASES RECOMMEN DED 
FOR GREEK ORTHODOX CLERGY 


(Athens) - Archbishop Chrysostomos of Athens and All. Greece has proposed a 
$6,130,000 pay inerease to be Sere ay apelib some 8,000 ea he of the 
Orthodox -Church of Greece. 
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Based on educational training, the recommended pay scale would provide 
67% per cent increases at the highest level and 70 per cent at the lowest. 


If Archbishop Chrysostomos! plan is accepted by the government, - 
$4,000,000 - or slightly less than two-thirds of the increase - would come 
from He state's budget. 


The prelate'!s recommendation, made before a special assembly of all 
bishops of the Orthodox Church in Greece, would give priests the status of 
civil servants with the pay scales of government personnel. 


Observers here noted that the amount of the state's share under the 
church leader's plan - $4,000,000 - is twice the amount offered by the state 
in government sponsored Pectanoei on last November. 


That offer by the government, accompanied by a plan consolidating two 
church agencies within a new organization, was condemned by Orthodox leaders 
who charged that the proposed body would be dominated by the state. (See 
BESO) ACs, L962 ).y , EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES CABLE $10,000 
FOR SARAWAK FLOOD VICTIMS 


(Geneva ) - An emergency grant of $10,000 to aid flood victims in the Miri 
area of Sarawak has been cabled to the Far Hast by the World Council of 
Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


The money will be used to buy cooking pots, mosquito nets, light blank-~ 
kets, and other necessary equipment for 20,C00 fishermen and farmers who have 
been made homeless by recent tropical storms. Most of these victims are 
Malays living in the coastal district around Miri. 


. Immediately after the disaster the British Resident in Sarawak formed 
an emergency committee to seek help for the survivors. Details were at once 
sent to Geneva by Dr. Ivy Chou, principal of the Methodist Theological 
School, Sibu, who is a member of the WCC!s Executive Committee. 


The Division then asked its inter-related agencies for funds to help 
the homeless in Sarawak. Germany, Sweden, the UK, and the USA responded by 
subscribing $10,000 for emergency relief. DICARWS is now asking for further 
details to ascertain whether additional help is needed. EPS, Geneva. 


USSR JOURNAL REPORTS 
ATHERISTS! DIFFICULTIES 


(Moscow) - An article in Science and Religion, an atheistic monthly. here, 
complained that the spread of atheism throughout Russia is having difficulties. 


Generally, atheism is making "some progress", the article said, but 
religious groups are gaining. "In fact, in whole republics, in compari- 
son with the situation before the Bk the number of various religious 
sects has actually: increased. u 


Offering an Hexplanation". the article claimed that under the Czar of. 
Russia before the Communist revolution, "non-Orthodox sects were persecuted, 
while the Soviet constitution gives freedom to all", 


Written by A. Vyeschnikov, the article noted that the Communist Party 
has allocated spécial funds for the intensification of atheistic propaganda 
and the training of atheistic workers throughout the USSR. EPS, Geneva 


No. 4 - lst February, 1963 | eo 4 poe 


THEOLOGIANS, SCIENTISTS DEBATE 
HTHICAL*PROBLEMS OF RADIATION 


(Chicago) - Twenty-four scientists, philosophers, and Jewish-.and Christian 
theologians Sa sine here for.a four-day symposium on the ethical proble ms 
created by man's use of nuclear radiation. 


The meeting, first of its kind since the atomic age began, brought 
together scholars from the United States, Europe, Latin America, and Asia. 
It was held under. auspices of the University of Chicago. 


The first session of the meeting was devoted to an explanation of 
scientific issues. This was followed by a presentation of moral and theoe.- 
logical issues of radiation. 


: A press release issued at the conclusion.of the meeting, said that each 
of the presentations was followed by "frank and realistic discussions which 
revealed a large degree of mutual concern and agreement". 


It said participants had given "major attention. . .to the constructive 
and peaceful use of nuclear science" and that they had "reached full agree- 
ment on the great benefit which these developments will be to mankind". 


However, it noted, time did not permit a similar full discussion of the 
military uses. of iravaue energy or questions Sten ase "the just conduct os 
military. action under modern conditions". 


One of the principal concerns of the sae 5 oa was "to explore the possi- 
bility of finding a common set of rules of social ethics based on reason and 
moral. responsibility so as to unite all civilized peoples". 


Another area of "common preoccupation" was described as the question of 
"how to proceed from common sense and scientific methods of knowledge to 
the deeper principles of ethics and eventually to a common recognition of a 
permanent and more than human source of the values of the universe iste man 
and of their destiny". 


The release noted that one of the: haat G problems that ene paan was the 
difficulty of communication between scientists and theologians. 


A concluding paragraph stated that "while.the threat of total war was 
not underestimated, the positive responsibility of developing. ithe beneficial 
possibilities of nuclear science were seen to be the greatest.challenge ever 
made to man's free decision for the welfare of all his fellow men. In this 
sense it was felt that no artificial limitations on scientific progress would 
be desirable. Indeed, all religions were seen to be co-responsible to work 
for a world in which all men would be liberated from the age-old servitudes." 


Following these speeches and discussions, which took two days. and were 
closed to the press and public, the 21 participants were joined by some 125 
clergymen and religious writers to discuss the issues pater arose at the 
first, sessions. 


¥ Moderator of Pie Gentine was the Rate Dr. William Pollard, a cnalereat 
director of the Oak Ridge, Tenn., (USA), Institute of Nuclear Studies, an 
ordained Rae os Pee ayanen who was, one of the scientists who worked on the 
atomic bomb. 


Theologians perticipedine included: Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, associate 
director of the World Council of Churches! Houmenical Institute; Dr. Masao 
Takenaka, Doshisa University, Japan;’’ the Rt. Rev. Robert C. Mortimer, 
Anglican Bishop of Exeter, England; the Very Rev. Father Felix A. Morlion, 
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O.P., president of the International University of Social Studies "Pro Deo", 

Rome; the Rev.” Father William A. Wallace, O.P., staff editor for the New 

Catholic Encyclopedia, the Catholic University, Washington, D.C.; Dr. Paul 

Perio Uriversl ty O17 ClLcCago;, ; tne nev. Jen. Chandran, principal of 

United Theological College, Bangalore, Indias; Dr. GeorgesCasalis, Protestant 

Theological Faculty, Paris; and Dr. Joseph Sittler, University of Chicago. 
EPS, Geneva 


LWF ASKED TO CONSIDER TIES 
WITH LUTHERANS IN UNION CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - The Lutheran World Federation has been urged to examine the 
question of its future relationship with Lutheran churches that organically 
unite with churches of other traditions, 


Lutherans, especially in Asia and Africa, are asking what will happen 
to their international confessional ties if they consummate interdenomina- 
tional mergers, said a letter published here this week in the January issue 
of the LWF quarterly Lutheran World. 


The letter was signed by the Rev. Donald E. Johnson of Dar-es-Salaam, 
an American missionary who is president of the Lutheran Church of Uzaramo- 
Uluguru in Tanganyika. He pointed out that the question has timely signifi- 
cance for Lutherans of India and Tanganyika, who are already actively con- 
sidering such union moves. 


Pastor Johnson called upon the federation to "give serious consideration. 
to this particular ecumenical question", which he phrased thus: 


"Will the churches that are now Lutheran be able to participate in the 
life of the LWF after they have entered into union with other denominations, 
or will the main point of contact of .these union churches with world Luther- 
anism be through the World Council of Churches?" 


If the resulting merged churches had "no closer relations with other 
Lutherans than with the non-Lutheran churches within the WCC" and "no 
. longer participated in the life of the confessional bodies with which they 
have traditionally been associated, they will be the poorer for it", he 
emphasized. 


This, the mission leader ‘declared, "goes against one of the basic 
principles in the formation of larger unions, namely, that the union is one 
of enrichment rather than of impoverishment". 


On the other hand, "if the Lutheran Church continues in living fellow- 
ship with the churches that enter into union, it can strengthen and enrich 
them, and in turn be enriched by its contact with them". 


(Several of the world confessional bodies have continued close relation- 
ships. with union churches in which their traditions are. represented). 
HPS, Geneva 


US MISSIONS GROUP 
MERGER VOTED DOWN 


(New York) - The Christian and Missionary Alliance has-received official 

notice from the Missionary Church Association that it has failed to obtain a 
necessary two-thirds majority vote which would have effected a merger of the 
two groups, to be known as The Missionary Alliance. (See EPS No. 21, 1962). 
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The polling of the Missionary Church Association membership on the 
local church level was required by their General Conference. The Christian 
and Missionary Alliance delegates in their 1962 General, Council approved 
the merger documents by a majority of 82 per cent of the vctes cast,. sub- 
ject to ratification at its next General Council to be held in May of. this 
year. : 


The Missionary Church Asscciation reported to the Alliance that the 
membership referendum on the merger proposal was lost by less than one per 
cent of the votes cast. 


Both missionary bodies were started about 75 years ago and are similar 
in theology, principles and practices. Larger of the two is the Alliance 
with some 876 missionaries and 100,000 members in the USA and Canada, and 
‘140,000 members in "younger Shur ohbat: | _ EPS, ~ Geneva 


THEOLOGIANS TO STUDY CURISTIAN UNITY 
IN MAJOR WORLD CONFERENCE AT. MONTREAL 


(Montreal) - A world study conference dealing with obstacles and opportu- 
nities in Christian unity will be held on the campus of MeGilt web ckigeie hs 
Montreal, Canada, July 12-26. 


Regarded by theologians and church leaders as one of the most signifi- 
cant meetings of the mid-twentieth century, the conference will bring to- 
gether 500 leading Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox theologians from all 
parts of the world. - eo historians, beara cmebih Me ad, and laymen 
also will be present, 


Formal title for the conference is the Fourth World Conference on 
Faith and Order. It is-:sponsored by. the Commission on Faith and Order cf 
- the World Council of Churches whose chairman. is. Dr. Douglas Horton, Ran- 
dolph, N.H., (USA). Conference chairman will be Anglican Bishep Oliver 
Tomkins of Bristol, England. et: 


The Faith and Order movement has worked: for many years for’ ene unity 
of the Church, ‘It involves study of the deepest differences of. conviction 
between the Ee a Under discussion at this meeting will be such 
questions as differing conceptions of doctrine and issues such as baptism, 
Holy Communinn, worship, the ministry, and church government. . 


‘The Montreal conference WiLT Be “the ii yet such world meeting since 
the faith and order conference held in Lund, Sweden, in 1952. In the” 
intervening decade many developments have idee place in Christian unity, 
including a growing dialogue between the Roman Catholics and others. 


"In one sense much. progress has been made in Christian unity, in 
another little. -:Although there is a great deal of cooperaticn, the churches 
are still shamefully divided on such matters as communion, recognition :of. 
each other's ministry, and doctrine", says Dr. Rebert S. Bilheimer, associ- 
ate general secretary of the Werld Council of Churches, and director of the 
Division of Studies. 


At Montreal there will be 317 delegates from the WCC's 201 member 
ohurches. Advisers, staff, special youth representatives; and guests will 
bring the total registration up.to: 500.. 
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They will be divided into five sections for intensive study: the 
Church in the Purpose of God: Scripture, Tradition, and Traditions; the 
Redemptive Work of Christ and the Ministry of His Church; Worship and the 
‘Oneness of Christ's Church; and All in Hach Place: The Process of 
Growing Together. 


Across the world forty local and regional study groups are helping 
to prepare for the Montreal Conference. According to Dr. Bilheimer, no - 
other World Conference on Faith’ and Order has received such wide study ne 
local groups in advance of the meeting. 


Planners »f the Montreal meeting stress ‘that the programme emphasizes 
study and will seek to maintain "the depth and theological integrity of 
that study". 


"There will be sufficient freedom from ‘hustle! of every kind to 
encourage sustained efforts to penetrate the main issues, and, where 
possible, to register some advance in our common thinking for the benefit 
of the churches", a preliminary announcement says. 


enone meetings for the general public are ae EA during the two-week 
session. ie aa EPS, Geneva 


* * * 


Applications for press accreditation to this conference should be sent to 
Miss Betty Thompson, World Council of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, New 
LOLs hs Nee go VoAs 


Bae ound photographs for use in connection with this story are available 
from the Information Department <«f the World Council of Churches, 17 route 
de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 


WCC OBSERVER PRAISES "QPENNESS" 
OF VATICAN COUNCIL LEADERSHIP 


(Marseille) — Dr. Lukas Vischer, delegate-observer of the World Council of 
Churches to the Second Vatican Council, has told a meeting here that "an 
authentic spirit of ecumenical openness has manifested itself at the 
Vatican Council and we cannot be grateful enough for it". 


Speaking to an audience which included the Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Marseille, Dr. Vischer said the Council had been "visibly marked by 4 
desire for renewal" and that "all the delegate-observers can testify how 
ready were the Council leaders to open themselves to the convicticns cof 
other confessions. 


"The coming months will have a decisive importance since they will 
show what results can be- secured in the climate cece taihch La tke first 
session", he declared. ~ 


Underlining the importance of 1963 for the ecumenical movement as a 
whole, Dr. Vischer noted that the Fourth World Conference on Faith and 
Order scheduled under WCC auspices in July, will deal with many cf the. 
same topics as ‘those on the Vatican Council agenda. 


Even if such convergence is not synonymous with agreement, it never- 
theless presents a oopkgses Soha importance for the dialogue between eae 
churches, he noted. 
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While it is obvious that the churches are still far from unity, and 
Lit, would be a mistake to speak of it as though it were already achieved, 
he noted, “ach ‘might be ‘possible to foresee the establishment of the sort of 
"parallelism" between the Roman Catholic Church and other Ea Coal such as 
exists within the World Council of Churches. 


Without suppressing our differences we might reach a common point of 
view if we are capable of seeing beyond the problems which divide the 
churches and turn together toward the mission and task of the Church of 
Christ in the contemporary world, he said. 


However, he warned, "much attention and care will be required to 
‘achieve and maintain such a ‘parallelism! between the churches. In this 
perspective one will understand how important it was that the Vatican ~~ 
Council defined the Church as 'servant! and categorically rejected any 
formrof 'triumphalism'. Oa . 


"After ‘the Vatican Council the risk might become real of the develop- 
ment of a sort of vooument.os t triudiphalism'! which would block the way to- 
wards unity." 


In this connection he cited a recent article in Herder Korrespondenz, 
a German Roman Catholic journal, which, he said, in praising tthe results 
of the Council's first session presented them to Protestants as "fulfilling 
also their vision of unity" and as providing the basis upon which the 
dialogue "around St. Peter" could be pursued between Roman Catholics and 
Protestants. bf | bt 


"This 'triumphal spirit! is detrimeital to the unity which the spirit 
of service alone can create between the churches", he observed. . 
: i oid - EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Pastor Xowie Madine, president of the Evangelical Church of New . 
Caledonia and the Islands of Loyaute, died the night of January 17/18. He 
Was 59. Pastor Madine had been president of the Superior Council of the 
Church since ‘1956, having been re- elected to that office in 1959 and 1962. 
He also was regional president of the “Island of Lifou, a position he has ~ 
held since 1944.° He Te re ae, his AE SE at the Third pene OLY. of the 
World Council of Churches. ; 


x * 


Four professors ~ two Protestant,» one Roman Catholic, and one Old... 
Catholic - addressed the annual congress of students fram the Dutch- 
speaking theological faculties held at Nimwegen, the Netherlands, recently. 
They spoke on "Scripture and Tradition". A report said "very fruitful | 
discussions" took place between students of the different confessions. 


* * * 


The Rev. Albert Greiner has been installed as church-inspector, a - 
position equivalent to that of Bishop in other churches, of the. Paris area 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Chureh of France. The church, which is a 
member of the French Protestant Federation, is united with the Augsburg 
Confession in Alsace and Lorraine through the National Alliance of French 
Lutheran Churches. Together the two churches have some 300, 000 members. 


* * * 
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Augustin Cardinal Bea, S.J., president of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, has accepted Harvard University's (USA) invi- 
tation to take part in a Catholic-Protestant colloquium. Nathan M. Pusey, 
Harvard's president, said the Vatican prelate would be at the university's 
divinity school on: March: 27, 28,)29, and 30. He will deliver public 
leetures on March 28 and 29. The colloquium will include a reception-~ 
assembly at the Harvard Divinity School and four closed seminars on 
religious topics with Catholic and Protestant leaders at the various 
putas 

“i ; * %* * 


Plans by the French and German governments to stimulate larger 
exchanges of youth between the two countries have been welcomed by the 
Evangelical Church in Germany. An announcement said that although Pro- 
testants in France form only a small percentage of the total population, 
the church will seek to make the exchange of young German and French 
Protestants as large as that between Roman Catholic youth. 


* * * 


A young Negro minister, who is president of the Maricopa County branch 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People, is the 
new moderator of the predominantly white Presbytery of Phcenix, Arizona, 
USA. The Rev. George Benjamin Brooks, 35, was elected at the presbytery's 
annual meeting in Yuma. It marks the first time a Negro has been named 
to the pnst. 


er ee ae 


The Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) will meet tn 
Bethel, March 10-14. It will be its first meeting since 1961 when it met 
in Berlin, Some 100 delegates named by churches in both East’ and West 
Germany are expected to attend, plus another 20 persons appointed by the 
Synod. Theme of the meeting will be "Missions and Social Service". 


*% * * 


Richard Cardinal Cushing, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Boston (USA); 
has invited the Roman Catholic Dominican Sisters of Bethany and the 
Episcopal Sisters of the Society of St. Margaret to "break bread" together 
in a pre-Lenten social at his Brighton residence. The invitation was 
extended, he said, to continue the "good relationchip between these Sisters 
aie represents a une atts phase of the ecumenical rep OR af ORE NG ale 


* *% * 


A new Spanish-language book of worship and hymns, under preparation hy 
an inter-Lutheran committee since 1955, is slated to be published "late in 
1963). Titled "Culto Cristiano", the book is expected to have an immedi- 
‘ate’ sale of at least 30,000 copies among Spanish- speaking Evangelical ue 
Christians of North, Central, and south America. 


% * * 


Dr. Robert Clyde Johnson, eget ee ea of systematic theology at Pitts- 
burgh (Pa.) Theological Seminary (Presbyterian), has been named Dean of | 
Yale Divinity School,'-New Haven, Conn., USA. He succeeds Dr. Liston Pope 
who resigned in 1961. Dr. Pope is now devoting full time to teaching and 
writing as Gilbert L. Stark professor of social ethics at Yale, 


* * * 
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A new Lutheran Refugee Committee has been formed in: Miami,: Florida, 
USA, to'step up Lutheran Immigration Service aid to Cubans in the area,....° 
The:.committee will carry outa programme designed to provide material.aid. 
and social services: for about 700 refugee families. For. the first. year, .. 
LIS has: allocated $10,000: and has received $40,000 from the National ..---. 
cA ANG sR LAL herb te Ie Ea the Lutheran Pie ee he a VA 

A gift of el, 000 has. been given +6 the scunendGet Wome camp AD ey AOS 
of the World _ of Churches as a memorial to John Keith Cruikshank, a 
young Australian who died last July, by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. M.K. 
Cruikshank, of Sydney. . John had attended an ecumenical work camp at 
Goteborg, Sweden, in 1960. 


* iy oa 


Teoma l eae: service. genes ipave agers designed as a deterrent to. 
delinquency has been launched by six. churches serving. the. indigent. area on, 
the fringe of Kansas City's (USA) downtown district. The churches com- 
prising the Christian Inner City Council formed a citizens' advisory board 
to supervise the programme for. youths 14 years of age and over. . The 
service recruits youth and. conducts an aateokeneen programme to. fit them 
for Mots, : v1 ae 


A ee 


A new edition of the Psalms cf the Reformation edited by M. Pierre 
Pidoux, Swiss theologian and musician, has been published in Basel with 
funds contributed by the Swiss National Fund for Scientific Research. 

The erigin of the Psalms is..not fully known... The first. edition with music 
was. published in 1539 and was followed by other editions. published in. 
Strasbourg, Geneva, and. Lausanne. . 


¥  # aN , 


The Montana Council of Churches (USA) has gone on record in support of 
a Senate bill to abolish capital punishment in the state. Present state 
law provides for -the death penalty for anyone convicted of first degree 
murder, only capital offence in Montana. .. Under the Senate bill. nae 
imprisonment would. become the maximum penalty. .- 


FOLK OTST 

The University of New England. at Armidale, New South Wales, Australia, 

will build a campus chapel for both Protestants and Catholics. Religious 
leaders of both faiths have hailed the plan. 


aes spur ing ‘% 
The Teenage Anonymous-,Clinic at Johannesburg, South Africa, set up 
last year by the Youth for Christ organization because of the numerous teen- 


age suicides, reports it has received calls for help from.many troubled... 
young penple and plans to increase the scope of its work in 1963. 


* * * 
. The Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Rhineland, Germany, has voted 
by a large majority to admit women pastors to the ministry of the. church, 


bert ET ae Tae F tka, Mga woe Nal ae i EN EUS ae Re Se mS 
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Special Report 


CHRISTIANS AROUND THE WORLD 
MARK PRAYER FOR UNITY WEEK 


(Geneva) - Christians around the world marked the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity (January 18-25). Initial reports received at World 
Council of Churches headquarters here indicate the week was probably 
more widely cbserved this year than at any time in its Oe as pneue 
of the 1963 observance was "He is Our Peace", 


The week is sponsored internationally by the WCC's Faith aut Baa oe 
Commission which distributed special prayer leaflets and Bible study 
booklets. The leaflet was translated into dozens of languages, including 
Dutch, Swedish, Norwegian, Danish, Spanish, Czech, Tamil, Hindi, Urdu, 
Malayalam, swantt Portuguese, Si aneieds, and Chinese. | 


The same suggested Bible study passages and prayers were Hine asinpg 
in the leaflet prepared for Roman Catholic observances by the "Associ- 
ation. Unité Chrétienne" in Lyon, France. - a, 


Together distr: ‘bution of the World Council's and Association's 
leaflets topped the 2,000,000 mark. 


Here are some highlights of observances around the wmanies 


England: More than a thousand people braved bitter cold and snow 
to launch the week in & prayer service in London's Trafalgar Square. 
Forty- hour sessions of continuous prayer were held in various Landon | 
churches and numerous speeches, radio and TV programmes concentrated 
on the unity theme. In London also a group of Anglican pastors and 
laymen attended Mass in the Roman Catholic Cathedral at Westminster. 
Throughout the British Isles prayer meetings were held in churches of 
all confessions, _ 


Hungary: Reformed, Patera Baptist, and Methodist congregations 
in many parts of the ae ee met for united prayer services. In 
several places local pastors of different ohurches took turns conducting 
services. 


Spain: Observances, which are relatively new here, included prayers 
offered in the churches, monasteries and convents and also in the primary 
and secondary schools in the Roman Catholic diocese of Salamanca. 


Canada: In Toronto Anglicans and Protestants took part in guided 
tours of eight Roman Catholic churches. In Montreal 200 students from 
eo yeaa seminaries of the various churches met together for their first 
meeting of tii8 kind to study their faith. 


owitzerland: Persons of all faiths attended an ecumenical service 
at Geneva's St. Pierre Cathedral. Harlier Roman Catholic Bishop Frangois 
Charrier of Lausanne, Geneva, and Fribourg, had issued a pastoral letter 
calling on Catholics to join with Protestants in prayer. He also 
preached on the same day at a special unity mass. During the week Swiss 
Catholic and Protestant youth held a series of jointly organized prayer 
and lecture meetings. 
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France: Numerous interconfessional meetings and conferences were .. 
held in Paris and other parts of France. At Montbéliard sermons on the 
same theme, "Christ is Our Peace", were preached in the Roman Catholic and 
Lutheran churches and parallel watchnight services were held. These plans 
had been arranged by the Catholic Commission cn Unity and the Lutheran | 
Ecumenical Commission which had met in an "atmosphere of prayer, prudence 
and mutual respect to draw “up 4 plan to educate their congregations in 
ecumenism". 


United Statens In ryt Ba Rhode Island, St. homie Bpigeenas Church 
sponsored a week- Long series of "dialogues" fas laymen in which ministers 
of five churches and a Roman Catholic priest ciscussed their respective 
beliefs, 


Indias Slaten chtnenes observed Siuday January 20th as 4 Piedad 
day of prayer for.the churches engaged in.union negotiations in Nerth India 
and Pakistan. In Kottayam, Travancore, the Most Rev, Metropolitan 
Juhanon Mar Thoma, presided over a unity meeting attended by bishops of the 
Roman Catholic, Syrian Orthodox, Mar Thoma, and Church of South ‘India. 
churches. In Bombay the Anglican, Baptist, Basel Mission, Methodist, 
Salvat?aon Army, and United Church of Northern India ministers exychanged 
pulpits. During the week the first Christian unity meeting involving: 
Protestants and Roman Catholics alsn was held in Bombay. The programme 
featured speakers of both confessions. Ministers and laymen of several 
churches also tonk part. in a service at the Sccts Kirk. 


‘Lebanon: In Beirut the (Roman: Catholic) Newman Club, the Crthodnox 
youth movement and the University Christian Centre spensored a series of 
seven: lectures: OP Shae with the differing views cf their ShUTeee 8 On ..- 
CHnLty «5 


Egypt: “In Cairo Roman Catholics, Anglicans, and ovthedox nena three 
joint services at their respective churches. 


Denmark and Netherlands: In Copenhagen and ‘Rotterdam pudlic “roe 
cessions marked the ¢ opening of the Week. fi Dd -EPS;- Geneva 
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PRAYERS OF CHURCHES ASKED FOR 
FAO'S BREE DOM FROM HUNGER WEEK 


(Genens) —~ An appeal for Seaaiiad prayers and intercessions for the Mapua 
Freedom From Hunger Week which starts March 17 has been issued here by Dr. 
W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 


The appeal made in a letter to the organization's 201 member churches 
in more than 80 countries called upon them to encourage their congregations 
to mark Sunday, March 17, as a day of prayer for the hungry and for the 
work of the United Nations' Food and Agricultural Organizaticn, whieh is 
sponsoring the world-wide observance. 


Enclosed with the letter was a suggested "Prayer for the Hungry" 
written by the German church leader Dr. Martin Nieméller, who is one of 
the WCC's six presidents. 


. Dr. Visser 't Hooft'!s letter asked the churches to step-up their own 
programmes to aid the hungry and to support the programmes of local and 
national councils of churches to this end. 


It further appealed to them to "do all you can ‘to see that the 
practical help which Christians give should flow through church channels 
and in support of inter.-church agencies in your country". 


"The fact that mere than half rf the people of the world are hisvane 
on a diet below the accepted standards of nutrition needed for naintaining 
full health is an indictment of those nations which have more than enough 
and to spare and a challenge to the Christian conscience", Dr. Visser M+ 
Hooft wrote. 


Published under the auspices of: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Women’s Christian Association . World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


The aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
movements. It is not poepensibls for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS mart be eres peEradaced 3 in any form with Back orele et 
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The letter noted that the World Council has repeatedly urged co- 
operation with the FAO and that it is seeking to do its part in alleviaving 
hunger by encouraging churches in areas of need to submit projects, and 
churches which are in a position to help to provide the money, personnel, 
and expert advice needed to carry out the projects. 


/But "all this work will be in vain unless it is inspired and under- 
girded by the earnest intercession for the people in need which oomes from 
genuine Christian ccmpassion", it emphasized. 


The World Freedom From Hunger Week comes mid-way in the five-year 
World Freedom from Hunger campaign, which was launched in 1960 and runs 
through 1965. The week is designed to "set the stage" for a Werld Food 
Congress to be held in Washington, D.C., in June when leaders from over 
100 countries will meet to plan united action to meet problems of world 
hunger and poverty. — EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH REFORMED BANTU CHURCHES TO UNITE 
IN FOUR SOUTH AFRICA PROVINCES 


(Johannesburg) - The union of the five federated Dutch Reformed Churches 
(Nederduitse Gereformeerde..Kerke) will. be followed by a similar union of 
the Dutoh Reformed Bantu (Mission) Churches in the four provinces of the 
Republic of South Africa. (See EPS No. 38, 1962.) 


The first general synod of the united Bantu. church-will meet at 
Kroonstad May 7-10. The synod will consist of six delegates from each of 
the constituent churches plus an additional delegate for every 5,000° ' 
communicant members of the church concerned. In addition to the general 
“synod, the united church will have four or more regional synods. 


A special meeting of the synod of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church 

of the Transvaal will‘ be held at Atteridgeville, near Pretoria, on February 
27, to give its approval to the proposed union. The Federal Council of 
Dutch Reformed Mission Churches, which has hitherto been the link between 
the four churches, will meet for the last’ time in Bloemfontein on March 5. 


| By the two mergers of the mother and mission churches, the churches 
éf the Dutch Reformed (Nederduitse Gereformeerde) family in South Africa 
will be reduced from eleven to four. Four more are in other territories 
.in Africa.., The link between all these churches is the Cuuncil of Churches 
of Reformed Faith in Southern -Africa. 


These eight churches will then be the foliewiage titel Refornéd Church 
(Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk); Dutch Reformed Mission Church of South 
Africa (Coloured); Dutch Reformed Bantu Church of South Africa; -Indian 
Reformed Church. of South Africa; -African.Reformed Church of Southern 
Rhodesia; African Reformed Church of Northern Rhodesia; Church of Central 
Africa Presbyterian (Mkhoma Syned, Nyasaland) ; Church of ‘Christ among the 
Tiv (Nerthern’ Nigeria. EPS, ‘Geneva 


al ify 


NEW ORGANIZATION TO STUDY 
CLASS, RACIAL BARRIERS IN AUSTRALIA 
(Sydney) - A new organization which will seek to break down some of the 


religious and class barriers which divide Australians has been established 
here. 
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It aims at getting people of all walks of life together to study 
the problems which are impeding national development so that they can 
better understand their responsibilities in society. 


The organisation, called The Australian Frontier, plans to 
initiate a series of round table talks at which the church and the 
community in general will be brought closer together, 


The chairman of the Australian Broadcasting Commission, Dr. J.R,Darling 
heads a seven member commission which has launched The Australian Frontier. 


The organisation has appointed as its first director the Rev. Peter 
Mathews, 44, a Congregational minister, of Adelaide, who spent the last 
five years as director of the Ecumenical Institute at Mindolo, Kitwe, 
No. Rhodesia. 


The Australian Council of Churches towk two years to lay the 
foundation of The Australian Frontier and recently the group received 
a £25,000 gift to launch the work. However, the organisation will operate 
independently of the Council. 


‘Initially we want to: bring together what we believe are often 
conflicting forces in the community," said the Rev. F.G. Engel, Frontier 
Secretary. 


‘Examples of these include management and workers, Liberal and Labour 
political forces, Old and New Australians, Catholic and non-Catholic 
adherents," he said. 
EPS, Geneva 


SUDAN CALLS ANTI-CHRISTIAN 
CHARGES 'FALSH, DISTORTED! 


(Waetineton. Dis Ciss) - The Sudanese embassy has claimed that recent news 
reports of persecution of Christian missionaries in the Sudan were either 
false or heavily distorted. (See BPS No. 4) 


In a statement, the embassy said the country's policy “has always been 
and shall always .be, to guarantee and protect freedom of religion and 
worship for all citizens and all foreign residents without discrimination 
Of e07. wind... 


Denying that the Sudanese government is pursuing a course of persecution 
against Protestant and Catholic missionaries in the country, the embassy's 
statement > declared: 


"Virtually every Peieh is known and freely practised in the Sudan 
no matter how small the minority constituted by its adherents. The people 
of the Sudan have at all times welcomed the teachings and precepts of 
Christianity because they are based on love, brotherhood, and peace." 


The embassy also gave this explanation of the Missionary Societi2s 
Act. of 1962: 


"Since the achievement of independence in 1956, the Sudan government, 
aware of its responsibility for the achievement of national unity ina . 
country whose people speak a variety of indigenous languages, has re Gcere cs 
that the expansion and unification of the systems of education are 
important prerequisites for this unity. The government, therefore, has 
embarked on carrving forward one of the most vigorous prorzrammes of 
general education ever undertaken by a new nation. 
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Nearly 30 percent of the budget for the Ten Year Economic and. Social 
Development Plan is devoted to education, public health, and other 
social services. Nearly 500 teachers now graduate every year from 
teacher-training institutions in the Sudan. 


"As a number of private and missionary schools in the country are «. 
being integrated into the system of public schools under the Ministry of 
Education, some of the non-Sudanese missicvnaries who entered the Sudan 
with visas granted fur the sole purpose of te>xching have been replaced 
by Sudanese teachers." 


The statement went on to claim, however, that some Christian 
missionaries have engaged in internal Sudanese politics "in a manner - 
that endangered law and crder''. 


Missionaries convicted of "such improper and illegal political 
activity" have been asked to leave the country, it was statcd. 


Practically all the Protestant missicnarics have been expelled from 

the country, and Vatican sources have said that since December some 100 

Roman Catholic missionaries have becn expelled from southern Sudan, where 

most of the country's Christian adherents live. Moslems form the 

predominant religious group in the country. 
EPS, Geneva 

WCC BacCUTIVE COMMITTEE 

TO MsiT FEBRUARY 11 - 14 


(Geneva) - The Executive Committce of the World Council of Churches will 
meet in Geneva, February 11 - 14. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the 
14 - member body will preside, 


Agenda items include discussion of World Council relationships with 
the Second Vatican Council in view of developments at its first session, 
the question of public statements made by the WCC's three officers, and 
action on requests for membership by several churches. 


‘The Executive Committee also will review plans for the major world 
Faith and Order Conference scheduled in Montreal, Canada, in July and for 
the mecting of the 100-member Central Committee to be held in August in 
Rochester, New York. It will also receive semi-annual reports of the 
programmes of the various WCC divisions and departments. All sessions 
will be closed. 


Present in addition to the members of the Committee are expected to 
be three of its six presidents: Mr. Charles Parlin, New York lawyer and 
prominent Methodist laymen; Dr. Martin Niemdller, president of the 
Evangelical Church of Hesse-Nassau, Germany; and Archbishop Iakovos of 
the Greek Orthodox Church of North and South America. : 
EPS, Geneva 


ECUADOR PROTESTANTS 
PLAN NATIONAL CHURCH | 


(Quito, Ecuador) ~ Protestants in Ecuador in "a growing spirit of 
cooperation" are making plans for a united national Protestant chu ens to 
be ape possibly in 1963. ad: 
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Interest in organising an international church began three years ago 
among Ecuador's scattered congregations and missions. Ecuador has the 
smallest percentage of Protestants of any Latin American country. Its 
few congregations and scattered believers are the result of missionary 
work among the Indians of Hcuador's Andes and in some rural and city areas. 


Delegates of some 10 congregations, representing the work of three 
different missions, had studied the possibility for several months. In 
September, 1962, they voted to go ahead with plans for the church, and late 
last year six congregations took the first step by adopting permanent 
by-laws. 


The national church would be small -- about 200 members is the estimate 
~- with 15 ordained ministers. 


Churches cooperating in missionary work in Ecuador include the 
Presbyterian Church U.S., the United Presbyterian Church U.S.A., the 
Evangelical United Brethren, United Church of Christ and the Church of the 
Brethren. 

EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHMEN DRAFT CONSTITUTION FOR 
CONFSRENCEH- OF GUROPEAN CHURCHE 


(Geneva) - Leading European churchmen meeting here have drafted a 
constitution for the Conference of European Churches. 


Their action is designed to give more definite form to the body which 
until now has been intentionally a rather loose organisation. 


The draft of the constitution provides for a five-man presidium, 
a 15-member advisory committee, and a secretariat. It also proposes that 
a general Assembly be held every two years. The draft will now be 
submitted to participating churches for their consideration. 


Churches from every country in both Hast and West Europe, with the 
exception of Albania, have participated in the Conference. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, Conference secretary, noted that the 
constitution guarantees the absolute independence of the churches and is 
primarily concerned with setting up the framework for better cooperation 
between them. It also underlines cooperation with the World Council of 
Churches. Dr. Williams is secretary for Europe of the World Council's 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


-The churchmen also set up 4 small working groups which will study 
these topics: the responsibility of Europe towards other continents} 
Church and State in Europe today including the problems of religious 
liberty, education, and grant-aid for development; the common tasks of the 
churches arising from the development of a common Hurope; and responsible 
cooperation between different generations. 


Members of the conference's five-man presidium aresDr. Egbert Emmen, 
general secretary of the Dutch Reformed Church; the Rt.Rev. Dr. Leslie 
Hunter, formerly Anglican Bishop of Sheffield, England; Archbishop Jaan 
Kiivit of the Estonian Lutheran Church; Archbishop Sergius of the Russian 
Orthodox Church; and Bishop Hanns Lilje, of Hannover, of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germany (BEKiD) 
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The Assembly of the Bonference is scheduled in Nyborg, Denmark, in 
October 1964. The first meeting of the conference, a preparatory session, 
was held in 1958. Meetings since then have been held in 1959, 1960 and 
1962. . 

EPS, Geneva 


ALABAMA EPISCOPAL DIOCESE 
SHELVES INTEGRATION RESOLUTION 


(Montgomery, Ala.) - A resolution calling for law and order in complying 
with court or federal mandates on integrating public schools has been 
postponed by the Alabama Episcopal diocese, by a vote of 110 to 94, at its 
annual meeting here. 


Presented by the diocese’. Christian and Social Relations Committee 
the resulution was shelved in the ‘interest of harmony and unity' after 
considerable discussion by clergy and lay delegates. 


Recently the Episcopal bishop of Alabama and his coadjutor were 
among 11 leading clergymen in the state signing a statement warning 
against “hatred and violence" and "inflamatory and rebellious” declarations 
in connection with the proposéd desegregation of public schools. 
( See EPS No. 3 ) : EPS, - Geneva 


JOINT CATHOLIC-PROTESTANT BUILDING 
CAMPAIGN STUDIED IN HOLLAND 


(Haarlem - the Netherlands) - Plans ‘for a joint Roman Catholic-Protestant 
church building campaign. are being studied in the Netherlands, it was. 
announced at a press conference, here last week on the eve of the annual 
Catholic Church Building Sunday. Pees 


The announcement said preliminary discussions have already taken 
place regarding. the form of the campaign, but no final decision has. yet 
been made. 


It said existing campaigns for collecting funds may be merged, with 
donors indicating the particular church programe they wish to support. 


- Another possibility, the announcement said, would involve concentrating 
on separate denominational campaigns, ee eee | during one short reeves 
and accompanied by a national over-all prop.ganda drive. 


While Catholics have been marking an annual Churéh Building Sunday, 
the the Netherlands Reformed Church (Nederlands Hervormde Kerk) has never 
had a regular fund-raiding campaign. However, it collected well over’ 
$2,600,000 for church construction in the period from September, 1955 
to September 1960. A similar three month campaign conducted by the ~ 
smaller Reformed Church (Gereformeerde Kerken) collected more than 
$1,820,000. | | EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICANS CHART EXPANSION IN 
LATIN AMERICA PROGRAM 'E 


(Cuernavaca, Mexico) - Leaders: of the Anglican communion in four Potties 
have made plans to expand the denomination's ministry in Latin America 
in the face of "drastic and dynamic changes" taking place in that area. 
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Participating in the cunsultation were officials of the Church of 
England, Church of Canada, Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A., 
and the Church of the Province of the West Indies. The conference was 
called by Bishop Stephen F. Bayne, Jr., executive officer of the Anglican 
communion. 


In a statement the confereas asserted that the Anglican Church in 
Latin America must "adapt its methods in the spirit of humility" to meet 
changes taking place there, and must "stand alongside our fellow Christians 
in order en Face with them both the perplexities and opportunities which 
confront us! 


To implement this aim the following "objectives" were formulateds 


The development of Latin American churches "expressive of the genius 
of their own countries and of the unity of the Anglican Communion", 
First priority in the achievement of this objective, the consultation 
decided, would be the provision of a top quality programme of theological 
education in an “ecumenical setting". 


Organisation of "task groups" including clerical and lay specialists 
to aid in the expansion of strong local congregations. In this connection 
it was emphasized that no bishop should be given jurisdiction over a 
geographic area too large to admit of effective pastoral ministration. 


Establishment of a regional office for research, planning and 
coordination. Its emphasis would be in the fields of the family, education, 
urbanisation and social change. 


Increased use of laymen and personnel exchanges and the development 
of a sound relation between the emerging Latin American churches and the 
educa td ont processes at all levels. 


Its chairman was the Most. Rev. F.D. Coggan, Archbishop of York. 
EPS’ Geneva 


PRUOSBYTERIAN LiiADER WARNS 
OF DIALOGUE '!SENTIMENTALISM! 


(Geneva)- The secretary of the World Presbyterian Alliance warned here 
against "sentimentalism.which tends to think major problems are already 
solved" in the dialogue "between Roman Catholic and Reformed Churches". 


Dr. Marcel Pradervand, in his annual report covering 1962, coupled 
his words of caution with the statement that in "recognizing the need for 
an open spirit towards the Roman Church, it would be possible to discuss 
more serenely the points which still deeply divide us". 


In his report.the Alliance secretary said that "fundamental issues 
remained unsolved -- indeed, in some respects the separation is greater 
now than it was at the time of the Reformation": 


Dr. Pradervand said that many Protestants still suffer from Roman 
Catholic intolerance and do not yet enjoy religious liberty. "No genuine 
progress can be made in interconfessional relationships," he said,"until 
the Roman Church unequivocally accepts the principle of religious liberty 
for all minorities." . 


However, ' - he added, “we have good reason to be pleased" with the 
Alliance executive committee's decision to appoint three delegate observers 
to the Second Vatican Council. 
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"Quite clearly,'! Dr.. Pradervand continued, " a dialogne has now 
begun between the Roman Church and the Churches of the Reformation, and 
we are confident that member Churches of the Alliance will wish to 
participate in this dialogue." EPS y Geneva 


MORE NEGOTIATIONS ASKED 
ON INDIA-PAKISTAN CHURCH MERGER 


(Hyderabad, India) - Further negotiations were urged in a proposed union | 
to form the United Churches of North India and Pakistan despite opposition 
among some of the participating bodies. 


The plea was made in a resolution adopted by the Hyderabad Methodist 
Conference which has approved the proposal. However, the merger failed 
to win the required two-thirds majority among the 11 annual conferences: 
of the Methodist Southern Asia Central Conference, one of the groups in. 
the proposed union. ( See EPS No. 1. 1963 and No. 42, 1962) 


Others are the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon( Anglican) 
which has voted against the merger; the British and Australian IMethodist 
Conference; the Church of the Brethren; Disciples of Christ; the Council ; 
of Baptist. Churches and the United Church of Northern India. - 


Of the participating bodies so far, only the United Church of 
Northern India has endorsed the merger plan. It did so at its General 
Assembly last December, 


Noting that the Anglicans and Methodists have rejected the plan 
while the UCNI has approved it, the Hyderabad conference said: 


"We resolve that negotiations for church union be é¢ontinued among 
the churches desirous of unity and modifications be made in the present 
plan with a view to eee tarinpe ie the union as soon as a satisfactory 
basis can be agzeed upon." HPS, Geneva 


TWO U.S. CHURCHES TO EXTEND 
NATIONAL CONTROL OF MISSIONS WORK 


(New York ) - Two U.S. churches with extensive overseas missions programmes 
have taken decisions to give greater control to indigenous church bodies. 

The American Baptist Convention has announced it will broaden its 
policy of turning over managemant of its foreign missions to national 
church bodies. -It.also said its missionaries will be encouraged | to 
identify themselves more closely with the congregations to whom they 
minister. While they will continue to have their salaries paid by the 
church's Foreign Mission Society, it said, they will work under the 
direction of local church groups. Bip . 


A similar decision taken by the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
(Southérn) also agreed to broaden the extent of national control and to 
work “in the closest cooperation and liason" with indigenous churches..: * 
This’ recommendation had been made by a consultation on world missionary’ 
strategy convened by the church last October at Montreat,N.C. ,which: 
declared that "the primary responsibility for the missionary enterprise 
in any nation belongs to the national church." EPS, Geneva 


oy 
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'TRANCFERABILITY! OF BISHOPS 
UNDER STUDY IN GRE CE 


(Athens) - A committee of three bishops was named here by the Holy 

Synod of the Orthodox Church in Greece to investigate whether the 
government is willing to amend a provision of the Church's state-enacted 
constitution which forbids transfers of bishdéps from one diocese: to 
another, except in. the Athens, Piraeus,and Thessaloniki Sees. 


The committee will consult with Minister of Cults M. Gregory 
Kassimatis. It was announced by the Synod that if the government 


agrees to amend the constitutional provisions - - known to be opposed by 
a majority of the bishops - - the matter will then be taken up by the 
hierarchy. EPS, Geneva 


DATE SET TO ARGUE 
BIBLE READING CASES 


(Washington) - The United States Supreme Court will hear arguments in the 
Maryland and Pennsylvania Bible reading and Lord's Prayer cases on 
February 26th and 27th. . Two hours will be allotted to:each side. 


In Pennsylvania a three-judge Federal court ruled that required 
Bible reading in the public schools violates the First Amendment of the 
Constitution. 


In Maryland the high court of state ruled in a similar case that 
Bible reading and recitation of. the Lord's Prayer do-not. violate the 
First Amendment. 

After hearing the arguments in the Bible reading ‘and Lord's Prayer 
cases, the Court in all probability will take two or three months to 
hand down. its decision. Washington observers expect the decision sometime 
in May. or June. et EPS, Geneva 


DANISH LUTHERAN BISHOPS 


WELCOME CARDINAL BRA 


(Copenhagen) - Bishops of the Danish State Lutheran Church were among: 


..a@ packed audience gathered here to welcome Augustin Cardinal, Bea, 81-year. 


old president of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion. of Christian 


Unity. 


Cardinal Bea, who is visiting Denmark to speak on the’ work and aims 
of the Second. Vatican Council, saluted the Lutheran bishops ..as "our dear 
brothers in Christ" and praised the Tae Re aeing.. contacts. between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics. 


He stressed the fact, however, that these contacts did not mean 
that either side was making doctrinal concessions or seeking any kind of 
theological compromise. 


"Rather," he said, "it means we are, all of us, learning to treat 
each other with consideration, respect, and love, because we are 
baptized with the same holy baptism". 
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Cardinal Bea was introduced by Bishop Johannes Theodor Suhr. of. 
Copenhagen, spiritual leader of Denmark's small Catholic minority which 
numbers some 26,000 Peres or about. six per’cent of the-total population 
of 4,500,000. . a : A eo Base 


Barlier Cardinal Bea had been received in audience by King Frederik IX, 
appeared on a national television programme, and attended a meeting of 
the Danish ‘Student Christian Movement. 


VATICAN COUNCIL SHEN. AS SHARCH FOR 
SOLUTION TO "CRISIS OF MODERNISM! » 


(Paris) - Dr. Oscar Cullman, professor at the Universitics of Basel, 
(Switzerland) and Paris, has described the Second Vatican Council as 

"an effort on the part of the Catholic Church to find a positive solution 
for the crisis of modernism, which has hitherto met eae Ee) negative 
reactions on the official level". eRe 


"The major problom is how to discriminate between what is changéless 
doctrine and what is a variable expression of it, . he said. 


‘Dr. Cullman, who atténded the Vatican Council as a gucst of the 
Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, made the remarks in #N 
lecture at the Sorbonne University. 


He said that "the Council has ‘revealed that there exists in the 
Roman Catholic Church - behind the Pope - a manifest desire to clothe . 
the doctrinal substance with new forms". This is a "decisive eral ¢ he 
told his audience. fi sg 


" He added that he hoped that the question of mixed marriages which | 
eibi "poisoning the atmosphere at present" in relations between Roman. 
Catholics and Protestants will receive "a more satisfactory solution". 


But he cautioned that "even if the efforts for renewal were to win 
the day, as it_is probable they will," this will not make possible Roman 
Catholic - Protestant unity. 


"I do not see any theological solution," he said, i view of the, 
Pract that the Roman concept of authority is not part of the. variable 
expression of Cathol cism, but is part of its very substance. In addition - 
this difficulty which involvesCatholic insistence on "the primacy of the 
divine right" of the successor of St. Peter, *9nterpretation of the Bible, 
and the question of the authority given to tradition, -he said, 


However, he drew attention to what he called "two small signs a AY 
hope". He said there is the fact that the Council schema on the Liturgy 
has replaced the phrase "separated brethren" with the words "all those 
who believe in Jesus Christ". The second he said is that when the Pope 
received observers at the opening of the Council, he was not seated on 
his throne, but in an armchair among them. ja aS 1 ? 
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About 55,000 pounds of relief supplies and medicines have: been 
shipped by the American Friends Service Committee for distribution by 
Quakers to needy Algerians on the African country's Collo Peninsula. 

The shipment included 2,266 blankets, clothing, soup, and textiles. Also 
sent were carpentry tools for workshops the Quakers are establishing to 
train Algerian youths. Quakers have assumed distribution of all relief 
materials in the Collo Peninsula area at the request of the Algerian 
government. The agency which has headquarters in Philadelphia, Pa.(USA), 
reported that about 100,000 people, of whom an estimated 60,000 are 
destitute, live in the area. It said Quakers there are giving milk to 
some 10,000 children daily. ; 


* * * 


' Australian Protestant Churches sent $150,000 overseas during the 
closing week of January for relief and development projects in 40 countries, it 
has been reported. The money was part of the sum contributed last Christmas 
to the appeal, "Bowl of Remembrance", an annual appeal organised by the 
Australian Council of Churches. During 1964 Australian Protestants are 
expected to donate an additional $500,000 for help to the underdeveloped 


countries. 
x x ¥ 


Representatives of the three major branches of American Lutheranism 
meeting in a two-day session in Chicago appointed subcommittees to 
conduct intensive study of specific areas of activity which might be 
included in a proposed new cooperative agency to succeed the National 
Rutheran Council. Negotations toward possible formation of a new 
association that would be devoted to common theological study and Christian 
service were authorised last year by the American’ Lutheran Church, Lutheran 
Church in America,and Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod. Together they 
comprise 95 percent of the 8,600,000 Lutherans in the U.S. and Canada. 


* * * 


Dr. Hlfan Rees, representative in Europe of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) is the recipient of one of the 
two Nansen Rings for 1962 awarded by the Nansen Gesellschaft (Nansen 
Organisation), Munich. The other recipient is Mme.E. Chevalley, chairman 
of the International Social Service, Paris. The awards are made for ‘out- 
standing service to refugees. CCIA is an agency of the World Council of 
Churches. i Y a 

In answer to appeals to help Tanganyika to progress through self-help 
projects, Roman Catholic parents have helped their parish priests and 
diocesan authorities to provide 67 additional Catholic primary schools 
in the Diocese of Moshi, Tanganyika, Fides, the international Roman 
Catholic news service reports. It said the parents, faced with the lack 
of sufficient schools to satisfy their children's great desire for 
education, have assumed responsibility for building costs,supplying 
equipment, and meeting the teachers! salaries for 67 self-help primary 
schools of various types.This is all the more significant because ‘the 
average annual income for a local family is less than $200 (or about £66), 
Fides commented. 
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The first number of a new magazine, the Welsh Churchman, has been 
published this month by Church in Wales. Publications. The English - 
language publication is intended to replace the various insets previously 
used in parish magazines in Wales. The experience of the Welsh Church. 
is that bi-lingual publications"fall between two stools," a spokesman 
said.."They don't attract either the Welsh- Speouene or the English-speaking 
people.of the Principality." 


* * * 


Formation of a new Methodist conference in Pata onia, southern: 
Argentina, was voted at at the annual week-long oc: serene of -the. 
Methodist Church in Argentina held at Buenos Aires and presided over ‘by © 
Bishop Sante U. Barbicri. It was announced that a meeting will be held 
in September to organise the new conference, which will have its 
headquarters in Bahia Blanca. A report disclosed that there are now 
about Be aae Methodists in Argentina, served by 65 ordained ministers. 


% a 2 


The world-wide Anglican Congress will convene in Toronto, Canada, 
August 13 - 25. More than 1,000 delegates representing some 40, 000, 000 


members of the Anglican communion in nearly 40 nations will iyi ohne 
in the Congress, the second in the history of the Anglican Church. 


x * * 


Dr. Reinhold von Thadden-Trieglaff, president of the German 
Evangelical Church Day (Kirchentag) Movement (DEKT), has called upon- 
Roman Catholic Bishop Franz Hengsbach of Essen to discuss plans for 
Catholic cocperation in assisting participants in the next DEKT congress 
to be held July 24 - 27 in Dortmund. Mutual assistance of the churches 
has become traditional between DEKT and its Roman vag qigsoed counterpart, 
the German: Catholic Day (Katholikentag) congress, especially in the . 
housing of. out-of-town visitors. Some 16,000 babe oue are expected, to”) 
attend the daily sessions of the is chenal and the number is expected ia 
to rise to 400,000.for its major outdoor rally to be held on the racecourse 
at Dortmund-Wambel. Sixteen special trains will operate on the opening 
day to bring persons coming from outside the city to Dortmund. Dortmund, 
largest city of Westphalia, is also the centre of the Ruhr-areéa, 
industrial heart of West Germany. | ea 


* aks * 


"Rennie'sMill", a film produced by the British Council of Churches, | 

has received one of .the four major prizes at the international film 
festival dealing with films about hunger, held in Lille, France, under 

the auspices of The Friendship Among Peoples Through the Cinema, a 
Roman Catholic organisation. Twenty-nine films from: governments, UN- cagencies, 
business organisations, and religious bodies were entered in the Festival. 
Produced by Ray Kinsey, independent British producer, "Rennie!'s Mill" tells 
the story of Hong Kong refugees and other sola ces people, and the work 

of the churches to help then. 
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Ecumenism will be one of the topics on the agenda of the forthcoming 
regional synod meetings of the independent Reformed Evangelical Churches 
of France. These churches are those which refused to join the United 
Reformed Church of France formed in 1938. The topic has been phrased in 
this way by leaders of the national Reformed Hcumenical Synod: "Can a 
church which is a member of the Reformed Ecumenical Synod also belong to 
the World Council of Churches?" Several Synods are reported in favour of 
WCC affiliation. The question will be examined later in National Synod 
sessions. 


* * * 


Dr. Helen Kim, president emeritus of Ewha Women's University in Senul, 
Korea, has been named to receive the 1963 Upper Room Citation for distin- 
guished contributions to Christian fellowship around the world. Mrs. Kim 
is the first person outside North America and the second woman to receive 
the citation from the interdenominational daily devotional guide. 


* * % 


The United Presbyterian Church in the Cameroon has voted to join the 
World Council of Churches. The church, which is a member of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance, became autenemous in 1957. 


* * * 


Dr, Ermanno Rostan, moderator of the Waldensian Church of Italy, is 
making a three-month preaching tour of the USA under auspices of the 
American Waldensian Aid Society. 


* * * 


More than 53,000 housing units accommodating some 180,000 persons 
have been completed by the Evangelical Settlement Service in West Germany 
since the end of World War II, the agency has announced. Large numbers 
sf refugee and expelled families from BaSt Germany have been housed 
through the programme, launched to relieve Germany's acute housing shortage. 
The service operates under the auspices of Home Mission and Hilfswerk, 
relief agenoy of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID). 


* * * 


Thirty white and 30 native children, aged from 11 to 14, took part in 
a camp last week organized and paid for by the West Australian Christian 
Youth Council. An announcement said that during the 10-day camp they 
played and studied together without any distinction as to coleur, church 
affiliation or social background. (They were not permitted to take pocket 
money with them.) © Theme of the camp was "Who is the Outsider?" which was 
developed in four drama groups. Bible study was based on the Good 
Samaritan story, 


* * * 


The Evangelical Landeskirche of Kurhesse-Waldeck, Germany, has given 
10,000 DMs ($2,519) towards building a "Gospel Boat". This vessel, to be 
a junk large enough for 15 persons, will enable the Hakka Church in Hong- 
kong to send its missionaries to the villages situated on the islands and 
peninsulas in the neighbourhood of Hongkong. 


* * *% 
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Roman Catholics in Tanganyika will be using the Protestant Bible 
in the Swhaili.language for some time, because of the delay in 
preparation of the Catholic version. Permission to do so was granted 
to the Archbishop. of Dar es Salaam by missicn authorities in Rome and 
negotiations are now under way between Protestant and Catholic missionaries 
in the country. The Protestant version will be supplemented » ‘with scoapetiie 
notes for Catholic use 

* % ¥ 


wPhe first printing of Calvints Institutes in Javan published less 
than a year ago is already sold out.and plans are being made to issue 
a second printing. 


* * # 


An- orthopaedic hospital for 30 thalidomide children with serious 
deformities -has been opened in Hannover, Germany, by the Inner Mission 
agency of the German Evangelical Church (EKiD). The hospital also 
provides accomodation for ten mothers of the babies to spend two weeks 
there to learn how to kelp their children use their artificial. limbs. 


mG * * 


The Evangelical Church in the ‘Rhineland has authorised the 
ordination of its 35 women theologians. All 55 are now serving as 
assistant pastors, However, they wilt be appointed to work in places 
with two or more men pastors, The Church, in announcing the decision, 
said it hoped.*to ordain more women in the future. heploaa: -six of the 


536 students at ‘present enrolled in its seminaries are women. 
* * * | 


The Roman Catholic Churchin Spain plans to send 1,500 priests for 
work in Latin America before the. conclusion. of the See KE Vatican Council, 
in. answer to an appeal from Pope. John XXIII. : 

Se eae fal 9G . 7" 

The Italian Pro testant Ce vunciil in annual session in Romo laid plans -* 
for three major mectings; a. conference. on emigration,. an ecumenical 
“conference of the Latin countrices,. and a congress of Italian Protestant 
youth’ to be held in 1964. No dates were Biven for the first two. 

%& % “ 

According to KIPA,international Roman Catholic News Service, the. 
city. of Rostov has decided to close the cit¥s last church which is still 
open for services. The church'is’ in such a dilapidated condition that a 
is dangerous to: enter it. For years tha@ Christians in Rostov have been 
endeavouring to obtain the materials needed to restore the church, but 
municipal authcrities have always opposed their delivery. 


* * * 
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DUTCH ROMAN CATHOLICS, PROTESTANTS MEET: 
URGE RENEWAL AND COOPERATION IN SERVICE 


(The Hague) - Some 500 Roman Catholicsand Protestants met here last Saturday 
to spend the entire day together discussing their respective faiths and 
traditions. 


The most interesting thing about the gathering was that all but a very 
small number of the five hundred were "men and women in the pew", and not 
the churches! theologians, administrators, or other leaders. 


Their prevailing concern as expressed in disoussion groups and later by 
members of a panel was for church renewal, which one participant termed 
"metamorphosis under the discipline of the Gospel". Their second major con- 
cern was that the Roman Catholic and Protestant churches undertake practical 
cooperation in the areas of Christian service. 


Their meeting grew out of a correspondence study course on ecumenism 
being conducted by a group of individuals from the Roman Catholic and various 
Protestant churches, including several of those which are not members of 
ecumenical bodies, Some 1,200 persons are enrolled in the twenty-lesson 
course and most of them are using it as the basis for study in small groups. 
In all, course leaders believe, some 43,000 persons are using the material. 


Chairman of the meeting was Father Simon Jelsma, S.J., who called it 
"an historic event" in the relations between Dutch Protestants and Roman 
Catholics. The day was concluded by a simple agape supper of bread, cheese, 
and wine, 
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Authors of the study course are a number of prominent persons of both 
faiths including: Dr. Alting von Geusau, special representative for ecumeni- 
cal affairs of the Roman Catholic Bishop of Groningen; Dr. F. Haarsma, of 
the Roman Catholic Archbishopric of the Netherlands; Dr. J.C. Hoekendijk, 
professor of church history at the University of Utrecht; Dr. J. Blauw, 
professor at the Free University of Amsterdam; and the Rev. Albert van den 
Heuvel, associate secretary of the World Council of Churches! Youth 
Department. EPS, Geneva 


DRAFT COMPLETED TO UNITE 
THREE AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES 


(Brisbane) - Preliminary negotiations have been completed to merge the 
Methodist, Presbyterian, and Congregational churches of Australia into a 
union of 2, 000,000 members. 


A 2l-man team has taken more than five years to draw up a draft for 
the proposed union. Their plan ealls for no changes in doctrine but allows 
for changes in structure of the union which will be somewhat new to all 
three churches. 


If the three denominations ratify the draft, the church will be the 
third largest in Australia, ranking in size behind the Church of England 
and the Roman Catholic Church. There are about 3,100,000 Anglicans and 
2,500,000 Roman Catholics in Australia. 


A report on the negotiated structure of the union rit he published at 
the end of this month, complementing a report on doctrine which has already 
received PEN RIED Gs NECN TA from the three denominations. Copies 
will be sent to every Methodist, Presbyterian, and Congregational minister 
in Australia for communication to church. members. 


The Rev. Professor H.H. Trigge, president-general of the Methodist 
Church of Australia, the first church which will consider the report, said 
the proposed union had now reached a most significant stage, and he hoped 
for good progress. "We are unanimous on theology and almost unanimous as 
far as order is concerned", he said. EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONS OFFICIAL APPLAUDS NATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP IN CUBAN CHURCH 


(Charlotte, NoOe) ~ Dr. Eugene L. Smith of New York, general secretary of 
the Methodist Division of World Missions, said here that although half of 
the clergy and lay leadership of the Church in Cuba have been evacuated, 
"the Church there has discovered internal sources of leadership it did not 
know it had before". 


Praising the work of Cuban Methodists who remain in Cuba, he said "in 
fairness to the pastors who left Cuba, it is traditional that if you really 
disagree with the government (in Cuba) you move outside and fight". 


Dr. Smith was the keynote speaker for the mid-year meeting of the 
Board of Missions of the Western North Carolina Methodist Conference, 
EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES CONTRIBUTED $2,700,000 IN 1962 
TO INTER-CHURCH AID, REFUGEE PROJECTS 


oy, (Geneva) ~ Although projects listed by the World Council of Churches! Divi- 

~ sion of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service attracted $2,700,000 

in 1962, this was about half the amount needed to meet the requests presented 
by churches in need of help, Dr. Leslie HB. Cooke, the division's director, 
told the division's Executive Committee when it met in Geneva last week. 


Dr. Cooke added that the churches had, in addition, contributed 
$1,600,000 during the year for the relief of victims of earthquakes, floods, 
and other emergencies, and underwritten the division's Service Programme 
with $1,200,000 - the largest asking in the division's history. 


He said that a number of factors had revealed the inadequacy of the 
procedures for listing projects both in the countries requesting aid and in 
those offering it. Factors he listed included: 1. the emphasis of the 
Freedom From Hunger Campaign on large-scale agricultural projects and ‘the 
call to the division by many churches to furnish them with such projects; 

2. the emphasis brought to the division from the Study of the Christian 
Responsibility towards Areas of Rapid Social Change that the churches should 
become engaged in more carefully thought out and more technically competent 
projects in this field; and 3. the readiness of the churches not only to 
provide large sums of money but expert personnel for projects. | 


Also,he said,is the large number of requests from the churches in new 
nations, particularly in Africa; .the need of these churches for some assur- 
ance that resources will be available for their requests; and the develov- 
ing work of SASP (the WCC'ts Committee for Specialized Assistance to Social 
Projects). 


"All these factors", Dr. Cooke said, "have prompted a thorough review 
both of the concept and the procedures of project listing. The. process 
has been accelerated by the work of the division's staff especially as a 
result of a decision:to have area secretaries for Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America as well as for Europe and the Orthodox Churches and Countries." 


He said actions so far taken include giving a completely new form to 
the Project List, the drawing up of new questionnaires for use by churches 
and councils presenting projects, and the circulation of a most carefully 
worked out document of advice and information on the procedures and 
facilities offered by the division. EPS, Geneva 


HASTERN ORTHODOX BISHOPS MEET: 
APPROVE PLANS FOR UNITED CHAPLAINCY 


(Tuckohoe, Wee} ~ The Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops 
in the Americas, organized in January, 1960, to establish closer relations 
among Hastern Orthodox groups here and to promote better understanding 
between them and other churches, has held its first meeting of the year. 


The bishops approved proposals submitted by the Study and Planning 
Commission of the Standing Conference which included a united Eastern 
Orthodox chaplaincy for federal, state, municipal, and school agencies and 
organizations; and a uniform curriculum proposed by the Orthodox Christian 
Education Committee. 
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The present officers of the Standing Conference were re-elected to 
serve for another term. They are the Most Rev. Iakovos, Archbishop of the 
Greek Orthodox Church, chairman; the Most Rev. Antony Bashir, Metropolitan 
of the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Arohdiocese, vice-chairman; the Most Rev. 
Ireney, New England Archbishop of the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church, 
treasurer; and the Very Rev. Firmilian Ocokoljich of the Serbian Kastern 
Orthodox Church, secretary. 3 _. BPS. Geneva 


40 ENROLLED IN AFRICAN 
FAMILY, HOME LIFE SEMINAR 


(Kitwe, N.Rhodesia) - Some 40 African Christian men and women have started 
a two-month seminar here dealing with the Christian home and family life. 


Object of the course, whion is being given at the Mindolo Ecumenical 
Centre, is to. train them as marriage counselling specialists with the inten- 
tion that they will provide special service in this field to their own home 
churches or councils of churches. 


‘The course is being sponsored by the All-Africa Church Gonbaronte and 
the World Council of Churches! Department on Cooperation of Men and Women 
in Church, Family, and Society, and its Division of World Mission and 
Byaned lens 


The forty participants, including pastors, teachers, social worker 
and other church workers and both couples and single persons, come from 
French- and English-speaking countries in all parts of Africa south of the 
Sahara. 


¢ 


seminar chairman is Dr. Z.K. Matthews, Africa, the WCC's Africa Secre- 
tary for Inter-Church Aid. Study secretary is Canon Gordon Dunstan of 
Westminster Abbey, England. | al 


A similar consultation was held for Asian leaders in Thailand in 1958 
under auspices of the International Missionary Council, now the WCC's 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism. A. third is planned in the 
Caribbean area, EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT REJECTS 
COMPULSORY RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 


(Sydney) - A proposal to make religious instruction a part of the public 
high school curriculum, first urged by the Anglican Primate of Australia, 
has been rejected here by New South Wales Minister for Education. 


The. decision of E.J. Wetherell, the state's highest education authority, 
was lauded by the New South Wales Teachers! Federation, the Humanist Society, 
the Jewish Board of Deputies, and the Secular Education Defence Committee. 
All had opposed a plan to provide religious instruction by. public school 
teachers in the state's secondary school system. 


Commenting on Mr. Wetherell's rejection of the request by Dr. Hugh 
Gough, Anglican Archbishop of Sydney, a spokesman for the teachers! federa- 
tion said his group would "continue to oppose dogmatic religious instruction 
in public schools", 
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Under current regulations, in effect since 1880, non-compulsory relig- 
ious instruction is given once a week by visiting clergymen who teach pupils 
of their own religion. 


or. Gough had asked that the basic beliefs of the Christian religion 
ve taught by school teachers as an integral part of ‘the curriculum. 
: BPS, Geneva 


FLORENCE PRELATE SEES CHANGES IN 
CATECHISM TO CLARIFY LAITY!S MISSION 


(Florence, Italy) - Changes in the catechism to clarify the mission of the 
laity in the Roman Catholic Church may be expected when the Second Vatican 
Council reconvenes in September, Archbishop Ermenegildo Florit of Florence 
has told Father Walter M. Abbott, S.J., special correspondent of Religious 
News Service, in an interview here. 


Well known for his active interest in the lay apostolate movement, the 
61-year-old prelate attracted attention last year when he called‘a meeting 
of the Florence laity prior to the Council's first session in order, as he 
put it, to have "full knowledge of his people's desires". 


He told Father Abbott that he will hold a similar meeting before he 
attends the second session and that most likely he would continue to call 
other meetings after the close of the Council. 


_. Describing the process of communication between people and bishop as an 
on-going one, he said "the people have a right to speak to their bishop, 
for he is their father', 


Archbishop Florit said he foresaw that there would have to be changes 
in the catechism in order to set forth the basic theology of the church 
regarding the role of the laity in language that would meet the expectations 
of the people. . 


Thus, he explained, one of the first answers in the catechism would have 
to be, instead of "God made us to know Him, to love Him and serve Him. . .'"', 
something like "God made us to know Him and to share in making Him known, 
to love Him and to share in making Him loved, to serve Him and to share in 
bringing others to His service", 


Archbishop Florit stressed that the fathers of the Council are very much 
aware that the church exists to serve, and that in this function both priests 
and people share. This, he added, is already evident in the liturgical 
decrees approved by the Council fathers at their first session and now 
awaiting promulgation by Pope John XXIII. EPS, Geneva 


15,472 RESETTLED BY | 
WCC REFUGER SERVICE IN 1962 


(Geneva) -- A staff of 389 persons strategically placed in 46 countries 
around the world last year helped 15,472 refugees and needy migrants to move 
vo new countries or to establish themselves locally. Among them were more 
than 400 who were in some way handicapped. 2 


In-addition,:196 refugees were placed during the year in homes for the 
aged and chronic sick where they will be assured of peace and security for 
the rést.-of their lives. 
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. .These facts about a $2,687,849. operation were reported by Miss Margaret 
. daboor, associate director of the Service to Refugees, to the Executive - 
Committee of the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, - 
Refugee, and World Service when it met in Geneva last week, 


She gaia the total cost to the churches of the work done, including 
building programmes and other projects, was just short of $1,565,000. The 
balance was earned by grants from governmental and inter-governmental bodies 
such as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the Intergovern- 
mental Committee for Huropean Migration, and the” ‘United. States Escapee 
Programme. 


The. 1962 report showed that during the year 13,617 refugees and migrants 
were enabled to leave 42 countries of asylum to find new homes and a new 
life in 29 different countries. This brings the total of refugees and 
migrants resettled by the WCC since 1948 to 257,991. 


Australia led last year with the record number of 7,307 refugees and 
migrants whose resettlement was worked out by the World Council and the 
Australian Council of Churches. Of this total 1,314 were White Russians 
from China and 983 were close relatives from Tueestease of refugees already 
resettled in Australia. . 


Other countries which received large numbers were the United States 
(4,906), followed by Canada (290), Brazil (257), Sweden (160), France (150), 
Belgium (130), and New Zealand (121). 


The chief areas from which these refugees came were Greece (4,711), the 
Netherlands (2,753), and Hong Kong (2,084). 


Another form of help given during the year by oe staff. of the Service 
to Refugees concerned the payment of rent during times of sickness or unen- 
ployment, medical, and dental bills, the provision of clothing and supple- 
mentary food, convalescence for refugee mothers of large families, winter 
coal, particularly in Belgium, for the aged and unemployed, and grants to 
cover educational fees, books, and similar expenses. This cost $176,133 of 
‘which $47, 000 was contributed by the UNHCR, $12,450 by USEP , and the balance 
of $116, 683 by the churches, non-sectarian groups, and interested persons 
all over the world. a EPS, Geneva 


. WCC. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
- RECEIVES REPORT ON VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Geneva) - Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the. World Council 
of Churches, said here that proceedings ofthe Second Vatican Council show 
the Roman Catholic Church has come to the end of its "purely monological 
and self-centred period. 


"The Roman Catholic Church has come to realize that there are other 
Christian churches", he asserted, but added that "we cannot yet say that this 
means eaclesiolosionl recognition of them, or that it has entered into a 
true dialogue with then, 


"The great question which now arises is whether the ‘ecumenism! of the 
Roman Catholic Church will only take the form of a different terminology — 
and a more friendly attitude or whether it will develop into a readiness to 
enter into a real dialogue in which the questions of the other partners are 
taken> seriously and concrete changes take place in those policies which 


make good relations between the Roman Catholic Church and other churches 
difficult", he declared. 
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Dr. Visser 't Hooft made the remarks in his report to the semi-annual 
meeting of the World Council's 1l4-member Executive Committee in session here 
this week. 


Blaborating on other changes evident as the result of the Vatican 
Council, the WCC leader also noted that "it has shown that the Roman Catholic 
Church is discovering its true position in the modern world. . .(and) 
begins to take the challenge of the modern situation seriously". 


Further, he said the Council has illustrated that the church has "a 
greater capacity for renewal than most non-Roman Christians and in fact many 
Roman Catholics considered possible. . : 


‘“"The 'théologie nouvelle! has found much greater support than even its 
own advocates expected", he asserted, 


Until now he noted, the Roman Catholic Church has "left all initiatives 
in ecumenical matters to the World Council of Churches and other ecumenical 
bodies". Now,he said,it has become "a source of ecumenical initiative". 

But he warned lest this new development lead to the type of propaganda which 
says 'before long -all Christians will have to come back to Rome!. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft reported that relations between the Vatican Secre- 
tariat for Christian Unity and the World Council "are developing in a useful 
way" and that "there is a considerable exchange of information" and "matters 
of common interest are regularly discussed". 


Turning to the attitude of the WCC to the Roman Catholic Church, he 
said, "the WCC must continue to insist that ecumenical relationships be 
dialogical relationships. That is to say that ecumenism-does not only mean 
to adopt an irenic attitude, but to recognize the other churches as in some 
sense churches and to listen to the fundamental questions which they have 
to- ask," 


Especially this applies, i aneeey to such issues as mixed marriages 
and religious liberty, which he termed "not only important in themselves, 
but also as test-cases of the reality and depth of the ecumenical attitude". 


secondly, he added, "the WCC must resist any attempts to present the 
relations of the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church in terms of epnbe Cua 
and prestige. 


"The task and nature of the World Council in bringing together churches 
of. different traditions", he stressed, "is in no way comparable with the 
nature and task of one church, however large that church may be". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft addressed the second session of the four-day meet- 
ing Tuesday, February 12. 


At the opening session of the meeting Monday night he reported that the 
Executive Committee had been asked by the WCC!s member churches in the 
United Arab Republic to hold its meeting in Cairo, UAR. However, he 
explained, difficulties had arisen within one of these churches and it was 
proposed to hold the meeting in Cairo at a later time, It was, however, 
impossible from the point of view of the World Council to change the dates 
and so the meeting is being held in Geneva, he said. EPS, Geneva 
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DR. ADOLF KELLER, 
ECUMENICAL PIONEER, DIES AT 91 


(Los Angeles) - Dr. Adolf Keller, noted Swiss ecumenical pioneer, died on 
Friday at his home here. He was 91 years of .age. 


Dr. Keller had been one of the most active leaders in the early days of 
the ecumenical ‘movement and many of the initiatives which he took in the 
1920s and 1930s have developed into important branches of the coe of the 
World Council of Churches. 


These included the European Central Office for Inter-Church Aid, 
which he was the general secretary which was the foresrunner of the 2 nee 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service and the Inter- 
national Christian Social Trevis of which he was the first director, 
which laid the basis for the WCC's Division of Studies. 


The Ecumenical Theological Seminary which he organized was the ‘prede- 
cessor of the World Council's Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, and 
the periodical, Stockholm, which he edited for a period was one of the jour- 
nals which paved the way for the WCC's Ecumenical Review. 


. In Geneva, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, noted that 
Dr. Keller had "given himself without reserve to the task of building the 
ecumenical movement and he will be remembered as one of its most devoted 
servants", 


Dr. Keller was born in 1872 at Ruedlingen, Switzerland, He was minis- 
ter of the Evangelical Church in Cairo, ‘and later -of St. Peter's Church in 
Zurich until 1926. He served as secretary of the World Conference on Life 
and Work held.in Stockholm in 1925. . He also was at various times professor 
at the Universities of Geneva, Zurich, and Basel. He held honorary theologi- 
cal degrees from the Universities of Geneva, Edinburgh, and Yale, and was 
the author of numerous books and articles. EPS, Geneva 


- ARCHBISHOP SLIPYI IS FREED: 
HAS AUDIENCE WITH THE POPE 


(Rome) - Archbishop Josyf Slipyi of Lvov, in the western Ukraine, had an 
audience here with Pope John XXIII shortly after his release after 18 years 
detention in the Soviet Union. 


According to the Paris daily, Le Monde, the liberation of the 7l-year- 
old prelate may be regarded as "a definite sign of the thaw in the relations 
between Moscow and the Vatican", 


Le Monde also commented that evidences of this "thaw" could be seen 
earlier in the fact that the USSR press has been fulsome in its praise of 
Pope John and that Premier Khrushchev himself has warmly welcomed the Pope's 
appeals for the relaxation of international tensions and world peace.. 


Archbishop Slipyi had been arrested a féw months after he was appointed 
Archbishop of the Ukranians in Lvov-in November 1944. He and other bishops 
were tried in April 1945 on charges of collaboration during the German 
occupation. In 1947 Moscow Radio announced he had been sentenced to prison. 

EPS, Geneva 
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POPE SAYS PRESENCE OF OBSERVERS 


WAS. "SUCCESSFUL" AND "GOOD IN RESULTS" 


(Rome) - Pope John AXIII in a letter sent to Roman Catholic bishops through- 
out. the world and to all the fathers of the Second Vatican Council said the 
presence of non-Roman Catholic observers at the Council had proved 
"thoroughly successful, remarkable and: good in.its results", 


The Pontiff said that their. attendance’ which he described as "an 
unusual event in the history of the Church and of the Councils. . .makes us 
ask ourselves whether this is not a sign or rapprochment of many souls in 
realizing the deep significance of the prayer uttered by Christ on the eve 
of,this great sacnifice: '. . .Holy Father, keep through thine own name 
those whom thou. has given me, that they may be one, as we are one!", 

: HP5, Geneva 


SWEDISH LUTHERAN PRIMATE 
VISITS ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH . 


(Istanbul) - Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren of Uppsala, head of the Lutheran | 
Church of Sweden, spent four days last week visiting the Ecumenical Patri- 
arch, Athenagoras I, spiritual leader of Eastern Orthodoxy. 


Lp was the first tine in eave fae a Swedish primate has visited the 
Patriarchate. 


At the conclusion of ‘his visit, Archbishop Hultgren commented that. he 
and the Patriarch had had "very useful" conversations which would have 
"heneficial effects on relations" between their two. churches. He said it 
is hoped to have an exchange of theological’ students in the near future. 


A second visitor to the Patriarchate last week was World Council of 
Churches general secretary, Dr. W-A. Visser. 't Hooft. -He also later visited - 
Lebanon where he was the guest of the Armenian Catholicos, Zereh I, and 
talked with leaders of WCC member churches in the Middle Bast. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Holy Synod. of the Ecumenical Patriarchate has unanimously approved 
a proposal. by Patriarch Athenagoras, for the reorganization of the Patriarch- 
al Exarchate in Western and Central Europe following the death of the late 
Archbishop of Thyateira Athenagoras. Aghios Andreas, the official Patriar- 
chate journal, said the new plan will split the diocese into four.separate 
metropolitan sees to facilitate the’ task of ministering to the spiritual 
needs of the increasing number of: Greeks in West Germany and other Huropean 
countries. ) 


*¥ * * 
The ey Leslie Davison, president of the Methodist General Conference 
of Great Britain, was received in audience by Pope John XXIII on Friday, 


February 8. Mr. Davison was in Rome on his way to Malta to review ‘the work 
of the Methodist chaplaincy there. 


ee 


The Byangelicad Lutheran Church of Estonia will send three official 
delegates to the Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation to be held in 


July in Helsinki, Finland. Archbishop Jaan Kiivit of Pallainn, head .of the 


church, has stated that he hopes his church will be admitted to Federation 
tehovah iy at the Assenbly. . BPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL CALENDER 1963 


WCC, Department. on the Cooperation. of 
Men and Women in Church, Family, and 
Society, Seminar on "The Christian 
Home and Family Life" 


WCC, Executive Committee 


Graduate School of Heumenical Studies, 
end of lith Session 


Universal Day of Prayer for Students 


Meeting eof Council to Promote Prayer 
for Christian Unity 


WCC, Department on Studies in Evangelisn, 
Western Buropean Working Group on the 
study "The Missionary Structure of the 
Congregation" 


YMCA, Standing Committees! meetings 
YMCA, President!s Committee meeting 
NCCC, USA, General Board meeting 


LWF, Inauguration of Radio "Voice of 
the Gospel" 


LWF, Executive Committee, Board of 
Directors, Broadcasting Service 


EACC, Situation Conference 


“NCCC, USA, World Day of Prayer 


LWF, Commission on World Mission, 
Executive Committee 


LWF, Governing Committee, Community 
Development Service 


EACC, Situation Conference 


WCC, Faith and Order, Lutheran/Reformed 
Consultation 


WCC, Faith and, Order, Roman Catholic 
Consultation ie 


EACC, Situation Conference 


WCC, DICARWS, Fraternal Workers! Retreat 


Ecumenical Institute/WCC, Youth Department, 
Consultation on the Relations between Bible 


Reading Notes and Biblical Scholarship 
BACC, Youth Committee 


“Mindolo, 


Kitwe, 
Northern 
Rhodesia 


Geneva 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


London 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Geneva 


Geneva 


Denver, 


COLO. 
Addis Ababa 


Addis Ababa 


Madras 


Addis Ababa 


Geneva 


~ Tokyo 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Bossey 5. 
Switzerland 


singapore 
Switzerland 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Kuala Lumpur, 


Malaya 


March 28-31 
April 1-7 


April 1-14 


April 8-15 


Aprit: Li-19 
April 15=18 


April 16-20 
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April 17-24 
April 20-30 
April, 22-24 
April 23-24 


AGrie 24 
April 24-26 


April 26 - 
May 3 .: 
April 26 - 
May 4 


April 30 - 
May 2 


ERDVEL YO on 
May 6 


May 1-5 
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YMCA, 7th Assembly of the Fellowship 
of European Youth Workers 


‘YWCA, Consultation on Vocational 


Training in the Middle Hast 


Ecumenical Institute, Orthodox seminar: 
Introduction to Orthodox Theology and 
Holy Week Worship 


Joint WSCF/John Knox House African 
Seminar 


AACC/WCC, Department on the Cooperation of 


Conference on Women's Responsibility in 
Church and Society 


wcec, Department on Studies in Evangelism, 
North American Working Group on the study, 
"The Missionary Structure of the 
Congregation" 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference for 
Scientists, Theologians, and Philosophers, 
proposed theme "Evolution" 


LWF, Commission on World Service 


YMCA, 6th Asian Area YMCA 
Leaders! Conference 


AACC, Assembly 


wocc, USA, Faith and Order Pre-Montreal 
Consultation 


LWF, World Service Exchange Programme 
Conference 


World YWCA Membership Day 


US Conference for the WCC, Annual 
Meeting and Executive Committee 


WCC, Youth Department, Annual Berlin 
Youth Leaders! Conference 


WSCF, Conference on "A New Ministry in 
a New World", a consultation for those 
who work among foreign students 


WCC, Department on Studies in Evangelism, 
Working Group DDR on the study, "The 
Missionary Structure of the Congregation" 


Pacific Churches! Conference, 
Continuation Committee 


SASP meeting 


Mainau, 
Germany 


Beirut 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Geneva 


. Uganda: 
Men and Women in Church, Family, and Society, 


Warwick, NY, 
USA 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaya 


Kampala, 
Uganda 


Buck Hill 
Falls, Pa. 


Switzerland 


Buck Hill 
Falls, Pa. 


Berlin 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Berrian 


Solomon 
Tslands 


Kampala, 
Uganda 


May 3-6 


May 3-7 
May 6-8 


May 8-12 


May 10-18 


May 17-23 
May 20-23 


May 20 - 
June .1 


May 24-25 


May 2A 30 


May 27 
May 27-28 


May 27 - 
June 1 


May 28~30 
June 3-8 


June 5-13 


June Tag 


June.,/>10 


June 13-16 
June 14-28 


June 20-26 
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World Presbyterian Alliance, Huropean 
Area Administrative Committee — 


“WACB, Constituting Assembly 


yMca /Ywoa/Wwscr /Wcc Youth Department, 


‘World Christian Youth Commission — 


WCC, DICARWS, Migration 
Preparatory Commission 


WCC, Department on the Laity/Ecumenical 


Institute, World Consultation for . 


Leaders of Lay Training 


UBS, All-Asia Bible Societies! 
Conference 


WCC, Youth Department, European Youth 
Leaders! Training Course 


Ecumenical Institute, Study Conference 


for, students of 1962-63 session of the 
Graduate School 


UBS/EACC, Cooperating Committee on study 
VThietUse OLethe Biblevin whe Lite of the 
Churches" 


WCC, Youth Department, Conference of 
Kuropean Ecumenical Work Camp Leaders 


WCC, DICARWS, Sub-Committees 
WCCESSA,--North American Cannhittee 
UBS, Council Meeting 


WCC, DICARWS, Executive Committee 


WCC, Faith and Order Agenda Drafting 
Group for Montreal Conference 


WSCF, European Student Pastors! 
Conference 


WCC, Department on Religious Liberty, 
EKuropean Consultation on Religious 
Liberty 


World Presbyterian Alliance, Huropean 


Area Theological Committee 


WCC, DICARWS, Migration Conference 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Pastors 
and Missionaries, theme, "The Holiness 
of the Church and the Worldliness of 
Christians" 


WCC, Department on Church and Society, 
Enlarged Working Committee 


“Debrecen, 


Hungary 
Addis Ababa 


Geneva 
Athens 


Bossey; 
Switzerland 


Manila, 
Philippines 


Sigtuna, 
Sweden 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Manila, 
Philippines 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Geneva 
New York, NY 
Tokyo 


_ Geneva 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Agape, 
Italy 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 
Heidelberg 
Germany 
Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Switzerland 


Be les ks 


June 24 - - LWF, Orientation Camp, Summer Exchange Haribure 
July 3 Programme for Youth Leaders 
June 26 - WSCF, North American Regional Conference Montreal 
July 4 on the Life and Mission of the Church . 
July 2-5 Ecumenical Institute, Conference for Bossey, 

3 Workers and Trade Union Leaders, Switzerland 


proposed theme, "Responsibla Decisions 
in Labour Relations as a Christian Vocation" — 


July 4-11 WCC, Department on the Cooperation of Men 
and Women in Church, Family, and Society/ 
US Church Women, "The Status of Women in 


| 3 | Societys: 

July 4-23 LWF, Caravaning period, Sumner Exchange 

tetas Programme for Youth Leaders 

July Swale wcec, Faith and Order, Orthodox Consultation Montreal 
July 12-22 Beumenical Trae Course for Laymen, Bossey, 


theme, “Confessing Christ Before the World Switzerland 
and the 'Incognito! of the Christian" 


July 12-26 | Fourth World Conference on . : Montreal 
Faith and Order 
duly..15-21 Sixth Baptist World. Youth Conference Beirut 
TULy LT LWF, Board of Directors, ' ore Stavanger, 
Broadcasting Service ¢ | Norway 
July 17-21 LWF, International Conference . Schmalensee, 
of Lutheran Women eee yAG Germany 
July 17-25 LWF, Commission’ on World Mission, . Stavanger, 
Enlarged Meeting ! AES uk Norway 
July 19-25 World Presbyterian Alliance, North — Purdue 
- “ American Presbyterian Reformed University, 
Youth Assembly a ty Lafayette, Pa. 
July 23-27 LWF, Conference on Education and — Haslev, — 
meeting of Commission on Education Denmark 
July 23-30 YMCA, Consultation on Leadership © Mainau; ’ 
Training ami t Germany 
July 24 LWF, Consultation on Homeland Missions Stockholm 
July 24 LWF, Commission on World Service | Stockholm 
July 24-25 LWF, Commission. on Interconfessional Uppsala, 
Research , Sweden — 
July. 24-29 . LWF, Closing conference, Summer Exchange - ‘Finland | 
~Programme for Youth Leaders 
July 25-29 LWF, Second Conference on Social Stockholm 
Responsibility ites , 
July 26-28 LWF, Commission on Theology — Turku, 


Finland 


July 26-29 
July 26 - 


August 


z 


July 26 - 


August 


16 
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July 28-29 
July 29-430 


July 29 - 


August 
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July 30 - 
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August 
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August 
August 
August 
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19-20 


19-21 


20-24 
20-25 
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LWF, Executive Committee 


Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, 
New Testament Consultation 


WSCF/Ecumenical Institute, Course for 
Theological Students, theme, "Beyond 
Christendom, Questions Arising from the 
Diaspora Situation of the Church" 


LWF, Commission on Education 


LWF, Commission on Inner Missions 


LWF, International Conference of 
Lutheran Students 


World Presbyterian Alliance, 
Executive Committee 


LWF, Fourth Assembly 


YMCA, Executive Committee 


WCC, Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism, Preparation of Missionaries 


LWF, Executive Committee 


LWF, Meeting of National Committee 


representatives 


LWF, Consultation on the International 
Lutheran Migrant Referral Service 


Anglican World Congress 
NCCC, USA, Consultation on the 


Respective Roles of Men and Women in 


Church, Family, and Society 


COCIA, Officers! meeting’ 


WCC, Laity Department, 
Laity Consultation 


Wwoc, DICARWS, meetings with US 
church representatives 


CCIA, Exeoutive Committee 


NCCC, USA, American Consultation 
on Religious Liberty 


WCC, Divisional and Departmental 
Working Committees 


WCC, Executive Committee 


Helsinki 


Montreal 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


‘Haslev, 


Denmark 


‘Stockholm 


Jarvenpaa, 
Finland 


Princeton, 
NJ, USA 


Helsinki 


Mainau, 


‘Germany 


Toronto 


Helsinki 


Finland 


Helsinki 


Toronto 


Rochester, 
NY, USA 


Rochester, 


NY, USA 


Rochester, 
NY, USA 


Rochester, 
NY, USA 
Rochester, 
NY, USA 
Rochester, 
NY, USA 
Rochester, 
NY, USA 


Rochester, 
NY, USA 


August 25- 
August 27 


September 
August 31 


september 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 


september 


september 
September 


September 
- September 


September 
October 11 


September 
October 4 
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October 2- 
October 5- 


October 6 
October ‘- 


51 


NN 


10-15 


11-14 
16-21 


22—_24 
26-28 


26 /— 


pO 


> 
11 


at 


the 
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National Ecumenical Youth Study 
Conference, USA 


Wwcc, Central Committee 


WSCF/John Knox House Asian Seminar 


WSCF, Political Commission meeting 


Conference of the Directors! Association 
of the Laymen's Colleges in Europe 


NCCC, USA, Secretaries! meeting 


WCCESSA, World Educational Services 
Committee 


Second Vatican Council, Opening of 
Second Session 


WSCF, Executive Committee 


WCC, Department on Studies in Evangelism, 
First North American Consultation on 
Churches in Mission 


YWCA, Conference on "The Problems of 
Women Workers Migrating Abroad" 
WCCESSA, Board of Managers 


Study Week for Swiss Missionaries 


World YWCA, Executive Committee 

YWCA, Consultation on a) YWCA Responsi- 
bility for Education; b) Structure and 
Methods ‘of Work of National Associations 


World YWCA, Council meeting 


WCC, Department on Studies in Evangelisn, 
Western European Working Group, theme, 
"The Missionary Structure ofthe - 
Congregation" 


Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, 
12th Session 


World Confessional Consultation 


weC, Youth Department, 17th Autumn 
Cdriswiucundes of Buropean Youth 


secretaries 
NCCC, USA, World Wide Communion. 


WCCESSA, Huropean Conference 


Rochester, 
NY, USA 


Geneva 


in or near 
Geneva 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Rochester, 
NY, USA 


g a 
Ottawa 


‘Vatican City 


Geneva 


Yale Divinity 
School, New 
Haven, Conn. 


Ottawa 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Copenhagen 


Nyborg Strand, 


Denmark 


Villemétrie, 
Paris 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Geneva 
Josefstal, 


. Germany 


Denmark 


October 11-16 


October 12-13 
October 17-24 
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NCCC, USA, International Convention 
of Christian Churches 


World YWCA, Executive Committee 
Wcc, DICARWS, Regional Consultation 


Miami Beach, 
Fla. 


Copenhagen 


Hong Kong 


October 20 
October 28-29 


November 2 
November 10-16 


November 25-26 
November 27-29 


December 1-8 
December 8-20 


December 10 


AACC 
ABS 
CCTA 
CWA 
DICARWS 
HACC 
LWF 
NCCC 
SASP 
UBS 
WACB 
Wcc 
WCCESSA 


WPA 

WScF 
YMCA 
YWCA 


NCCC, USA, World Order Sunday 


WCC, DICARWS/CWS, Consultation of 
Asia Representatives 


NCCC, USA, World Community Day 


YMCA/YWCA, Week of Prayer and World 
Fellowship, theme, "Behold the Man! 


WCC, DICARWS, Sub-Committees Geneva 

wcec, DICARWS, Divisional Committee Geneva 

NCCC, USA/ABS , Universal Bible Week Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

WCC, Division of World Mission and Mexico 

Evangelism Meeting 

US Conference for the WCC, Executive New York, 


Committee and Annual Luncheon Meeting NY 
of the Friends of the WCC 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


All-Africa Church Conference 

American Bible Society 

Commission of the Churches on Internatianal Affairs 
Church World Service 

Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service 
Hast Asia Christian Conference 

Lutheran World Federation 

National Council of. the Churches of Christ 

Specialized Assistance for Social Projects (Committee for) 
United Bible Societies 

World Association for Christian Broadcasting 

World Council of Churches 

World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School 

Association 

World Presbyterian Alliance 

World Student Christian Federation 

one Allianes of the) Young Men's Christian Associations 
World) Young Women's Christian Association 


* * mS 
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WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WELCOMES 
PROSPECTS OF MORE ROMAN CATHOLIC CONTACTS 


(Geneva) °- The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches said in 
a statement issued here that "it welcomes...the prospect of more contacts 
with the Roman Catholic Church". 


The 14d-member body issued the statement after hearing reports on the 
first session of the Second Vatican. Council by Dr: Lukas Vischer, the WCC's 
delegate-observer, and an analysis of developments in WCC-Roman Catholic’ 
relations by Dr. W.A,. Visser !t Hooft, World Council general secretary. 
(See EPS No. 6) | 3 | | 


The Committee statement "reaffirmed" the Committee's "conviction that —- 
as is implied in the basis of the World Council of Churches - relations 
between Christian churches must be based on their common faith in. the same 
Lord". 


The statement also authorized the WCC's three officers to select 
observer-delegates to attend the second) session of the Second Vatican. Council 
scheduled to open hoe Tees Bis 


In other sessions of its five- day meeting, the Executive Committee: 


_ Confirmed the responsibility of the WOO!s three officers to issue. state- 
ments in times of international crisis, after appropriate consultation with 
the WCC.unit most directly concerned, when such statements will help diminish 
tension and strengthen Christian fellowship and are “*n line with established 
WCC policies. The WCC!'s three officers are: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New 
York, chairman of its Central Committee; Dr. Ernest A. Payne, London, vice- 
chairman; and Dr. Visser 't Hooft. 3 


Published under the auspices of: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Women’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 
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- Approved general plans for the meeting of the wec's 100-member policy- 
making Central Committee to be held August 26 —- September 3, at Rochester, 
New York. The major themes of Committee discussions wilh be in the area of 
church and society; and the meaning of WCC membership. 


- Approved plans for a joint study commission with the World Council cf 
Christian Education and Sunday School Association to consider the responsi- 
bility of the Church "in the area of education in general, and in the nurture 
and equipment of Christians", 


- Received reports that small gifts in the past six months. from 28 member 
churches, plus a $225,000 gift from Mr. Clarence Dillon, prominent New York 
banker, meaningthat the funds required to complete the WCC's new headquarters 


now under construction are now reasonably ausured. The report said that 
$2,787,000 has been either received; pledged, but not yet received; or can 
be reasonably expected. Date of completion of the total structure is still 


uncertain, but it is hoped that most of the work will be finished on the 
three wings containing the offices by the end of 1963 and that the main 
entrance hall will be ready for use in mid- 1964. 


~. Approved a.recomméendation to the Central Committee of the appointment 
of a committee to examine the structure of the World Council in the light of 
recent developments, including the integration at its Third Assembly with 
the International Missionary Council, now: the WCC's. Divisicn of World Mission 
and Evangelism. 


- Approved preliminary plans for a consultation in Caen ee on 
"Some Aspects of Confessionalism". 


- Heard reports on-the current programmes of the wcec!s divisions..and  -— 
departments and of the- US Conference for the WCC, which has headquarters in 
New York, ; Dy pst Oy a 


‘~ Reviewed plans for the Fourth World Conference on Faith and; Order to be 
held July 12-26 in Montreal, Canada, under auspices of the WCC's: Commission 
on Faith and Order. 


-~ ‘Scheduled its next meetings in February, 1964, and in July, 1964, and 
tox ee Central pone eee in January, 1965. EPS, Geneva 


MODERN MODIFICATION: OF FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE 
PRINCIPLES SEEN REQUIRED BY SPANISH PRELATE 


(Huelva, Spain) - The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Huelva, Msgr. Pedro Cantero 
-.Cuadrado, said in a statement issued here that the Catholic unity of Spain 
and the fact that Spain is a Catholic state are perfectly compatible with the 
exercise of the natural rights and freedoms Of aul non-Catholic Spaniards. 


With regard to the legal, position of Protestants in Spain, his statement 
said, the State has based its legislation on the principles of the Catholic 
faith, interpreted in the light cf the authority of the Church, ° and in con- 
ee ont Ly with the requirements of the good of the: Church, the, nations, edits 

the international community. 


But today, added the: Arohbishop, "these requirements have changed: SO. 
much both in Spain and in the world, that the application of the permanent 
principles of the Church must be nodieied in relaticn to freedom of con- 
soience and the ways in which this is expressed in modern society". 

EPS, Geneva 
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BERLIN CHURCH SETS UP SEPARATE 
BODIES IN EAST AND WEST BERLIN 


(Berlin) - A new law concerning the election of bishops in the ivangelical 
Church of Berlin-Brandenburg was adopted by the church's regional synods 
which have met separately in Hast Berlin and West Berlin. 


The new law takes into account the fact that it is no longer possible 
for.the whole synod to meet together since the erection of the wall dividing 
Berlin. The former Board of Electors will therefore be replaced by two 
separate bodies, which will come to agreement together about their proposals 
“before any decision is taken. 


The report presented to the’ Hast Berlin a stressed the fact that 
Dr. Otto Dibelius is still "the legal bishop" of the church and notes that 
negotiations with state representatives for permission for Prdses (Chairman) 
Kurt Scharf to return to Hast Germany have "definitely failed". 


Prases Scharf had been proposed as a successor to Bishop Dibelius, but 
in view of the fact that he cannot carry out his work in the eastern sector, 
the Hast Berlin synod at its last meeting failed to give him the two-thirds 
‘vote required for his election. 


The report to the Hast German church leaders said that Hast German 
secretary f state, Hans Seigewasser had told church leaders that the main 
reason why. the door had been closed to Prases Scharf "onee and for ’all" was 
that he had been guilty of "defaming the East German Government on principle", 
. Church leaders noted the reason given was a change from the original charge 
that Prises Scharf had been forced to leave Hast Berlin because ne was head 
of an "illegal organization" which was "a menace to peace''. 


The eastern church board earlier had named Dr. Guenther Jacob of 
Cottbus, superintendent general of the Hast German Lausitz District, as 
temporary administrator of the bishop's office for East Berlin and the 
Brandenburg portion of the church. | EPS, Geneva 


SIXTEEN RUSSIAN CHURCHMEN — 
TO MAKE TOUR OF USA 


(New York) - Sixteen leading Russian Christians are scheduled to visit the 
United States for three weeks in March as guests of the National Council of 
Churches. 


Heading the Russian Orthodox Church!s ten-member group will be Arch- 
bishop Nicodim of Jaroslavl and Rostov, president of the Moscow Patriarchate's 
Department of External Church Affairs, and a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches. 


The other six visitors will be representatives of the er sin Orthodox 
Church, Armenian Church, Evangelical Lutheran Churches of Estonia and Latvia, 
and tne Union of Ivangelical-Christians (Baptists). 


The delegation is scheduled first to visit Denver, Colo., February 28 
to March 1, as guest-observers at sessions of the National Council's policy- 
making General Board. 


Following the Denver meeting, the churchmen will divide into smaller 
groups for informal visits in several parts of the country where they will 
participate in the life and activities of local churches. 
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At the end of the first week in March they will meet. with American 
denominational leaders in New York to resume theological discussions started 
several years ago. 


~The visit is the second to be made by Russian churchmen in a series of 
exchanges between NCC delegations and Soviet religious leaders started. in 
March, 1956, when the National Council sent a group to the USSR. That 
first visit was. returned in June of the same year by a comparable delegation 
from Russia. In 1962 another NCC delegation went to Russia and during that 
time arrangements were made for the March visit to the USA. 


Subjects to be discussed at the New York meeting include contemporary 
theological trends, characteristics of Protestant and Orthodox churches, the 
Gospel and society, missionary objectives, worship, preaching, peace, and 
possible future. exchanges of theological students and professors.- 

) . EPS, . Geneva 


SOUTH INDIA UNION PLAN 
FOR SIX CHURCHES ADVANCES 


(Madras, India) - The Church of South India and several Lutheran groups eee 
moved one step closer to forming a United Church of South India as the 
result of the third in a series of meetings here. 


Members of the joint Inter-Church Commission agreed to have one legis- 
lative body, to be called an assembly, council, or convention, which would 
govern the proposed United Church. They also approved a plan: dividing the 
church into four or more synods organized to represent the principal Perse 
of South India... | 


At a meeting last July the Inter-Church Commission drafted a statement 
of faith for. the proposed United Church which is still being studied -by all 
the denominations involved. ‘' 


Besides the Church of South India, which is itself the result of a 
union of Anglican Methodist, Presbyterian, Reformed, and Congregational 
bodies, the United Church would include five Lutheran groups. They are the 
Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church, Arcot Lutheran Church, South Andhra _ 
Lutheran Church, Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church, and Indian Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. ) BPS, Geneva 


MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE NAMES NEW 
REPRESENTATIVE TO WCC HEADQUARTERS © 


(Geneva). ~ Bishop Vladimir Kotliarov, formerly deputy chief of the Russian 
Orthodox Church's mission in Jerusalem, has been named official representative 
of the Moscow Patriarchate to World Council of Churches headquarters here. 

-He replaces Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, who had held the post on a provisional 
basis since. the Russian Orthodox Church became a member of the World Council 
at the WCC's Third Assembly in New Delhi, in November 1961. 


Bishop Vladimir was born in Aktyubinsk, USSR, in 1929. He is a grad- 
uate of his church's seminary at Moscow and its academy at Leningrad. .. From 
1959 through 1961 he taught at the academy. He was named to the mission in 
Jerusalem in 1962. He served as one of the two delegate-observers of his 
Church to the first session of the Second Vatican Counoa ds EPS, Geneva 
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10 PROTESTANT CHURCHES 
REOPENED IN SPAIN 


(Madrid) - Ten Protestant churches in Spain have been reepened recently with 
the permission of Spanish authorities, it has been reported here by José 
Cardona, executive secretary of the Commission for Protestant Defence. 
(Comision de Defensa Evangelica). 


He said the affiliations of the churches were: four Evangelical, three 
Brethren, two Baptist, and one "independent". 


Mr, Cardona also reported that although his commission has OE cement 
in seeking the opening of six other churches, they still remain closed and 
"sealed" by the government. The. closed churches, he said, were in Elche, 
Madrid-Usera, Filleneuva, Badajoz, Aldea Hermosa, and Chiclana. 


The government also has refused Protestant requests to open new churches 
in three Spanish cities, the agency's executive said. 


Although the six churches have not been reepened, Mr. Cardona said, he 
found in Spanish authorities "an improved disposition to consider the re- 
quests of the churches, but there is still no legal ground upon which to 
base the petitions of evangelicals in Spain, which is our imperative need". 

EPS, Geneva 


DISCIPLES INTEGRATE WORK 
WITH THAILAND CHURCH 


(Indianapolis) - The programme and services of the Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) in Hast Asia now are completely integrated into the 
united churches of four countries in which work is being carried on. 


Completion of the new working relationship of the US church with the 
Church of Christ in Thailand has been announced here. In recent years the 
Disciples' work also has been merged with the united churches in Japan, 
Okinawa, and the Philippines. 


Until now, Disciples missionaries have largely been limited to service 
in one district - an area called the llth District centred at the city of 
Nakon Pathonm. Now they may be assigned elsewhere in Thailand as the needs 


and mission personnel are matched for greater effectiveness. The tork of 
the Disciples was established in Thailand more than 50 years ago by the 
British Churches of Christ (Disciples). EPS, Geneva 


INDIAN LUTHERANS IN MALAYA 
ORGANIZE .OWN CHURCH BODY 


(Kuala Lumpur, Malaya)’ - This ‘country!s Indian Lutheran congregations, act-— 
ing under Swedish missionary leadership, have constituted an autonomous churciu 
body which they have invited other Lutherans in the Malayan Federation to join. 
The church held its first diocesan assembly here in late January. 


Officially launched on January 1, the new Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Malaya is made up of a few congregations with about 1,000 members widely 
Scattered on the rubber estates, The congregations formed part of the Tamil 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of South India until last November, when their 
affiliation was severed by mutual consent. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW REGULATIONS FURTHER PROHIBIT 
MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES IN THE SUDAN 


(Khartoum, Sudan) . = The Sudanese Government has now decreed that Christian 
missiqnaries, are. forbidden. -4Q carry;on. any kind of "educational, agricultu- 
ral, commevcial, or industrial activities", KIPA the: international Roman: 
pe tWon te news agency, has reported. OF reed CES cee 


. Lt said, the.government!s new "Missionary-,Socteties Regulations" also 
forbid ‘the publication and distribution of newspapers, pamphlets, books, 
oo pena: records, or tape-recordings without written permission of, the 
Minist#y ‘of Home Affairs,’ and the general distribution of "papers". > KIPA. 
and’ mani tissionaries have expressed the fear that this” general term may be 
interpreted to forbid distribution of catechisms y, prayer books, and similar 
materials. ‘(See BPS No. 5)’ 


‘« Meanwhile, other Roman Catholic sources here have reported that Sudan's 
Interior Minister, General’ Mohaned Ahmed Irwa, has announced that 143 
Christian missionary teachens who had -been- asked to leave the country,. have 
been replaced by .Sudanege: Christian soehee a under ‘the ictaeeoregye! Git ost 
sation POLL OY c« cif) poeenien Fare Lan ' jélcanS ( Bitait va neaei; 


The: government cteltiatiins AUR Paes that some eto Hey 
parties had tried to make unfounded propaganda against Sudan, exploiting 
"this normal decision necessitated by Sudants internal situation". He 
added that immediately after independence Sudan had decided to. shoulder. . 
full educational responsibilities throughout the country. (es EE DS Geneva . 


WESTERN, AUSTRALIAN CHURCHMEN. 
STUDY CHRISTIAN UNITY .. 


(Perth, . Australia) - Some 200.delegates from Western: Australia met here for 
a conference Ser cied "Aesignment: sis ean pa Pa yeae: oye oe Western babe secee 
Council of, Churches. eM ear mad 


Delegates 32ame from the Anglican, Congregational, Wethodt et, “Presby- 
terian,, Churches .of Christ,.and Baptist churches, the Society: of Friends, 
and. the, Salvation Army, , Four Roman Catholic observers also attended. se 


“a Bhe' Bible study each morning was vased on Colossians, and each. after-_ 
noon thé’ cohference met‘in ‘commissions to consider thavtopi¢es 20oLwes on 
Worldliness; Christian Unity; .and Thé Local Congregation, __ At the 2; 
request of delegates the conference amended its programme to include a 
report by one of the Roman Catholic observers, Fr. Storman, $.J., cn the 
neoond Vatican Council. 


A highlight of the conference was the Sacrament of Holy Communion =~ 
administered according to the rites of ,the Church of South India... ..The . 
celébrant, Prof. Kurien, Was assisted by the Archbishop of the ‘Anglican 


“SCotthiunton:, the moderator ‘of the Presbyterian Assembly, the chairman of 


“fhe Congregational’ Union, and the president cf the Methodist Ge fena aaa 
EPS , Geneva 
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ONLY TWELVE DOCTORS IN BURUNDI: 
CMS APPEALS FOR MEDICAL PERSONNEL 


(London) - A resent survey of the medical situation in Burundi, Bast Africa, 
has. disclosed that there are only 12 doctors serving the whole country, 
with a population of two and a half million. 


This figure includes not only Protestant missionary doctors ae also 
Roman Catholic and government doctors. The need for further reinforcements 
is so urgent that the Ruanda Mission (Church Missionary Society - Anglican) 
is appealing for ten more doctors and eight more nurses without.delay. 


Because of the shortage of nurses it is feared that some hospitals may’ 
have to be closed. Supplies of drugs and equipment also have reached a 
very low level as a result of the refugees! demands on stocks and the 
cessation of grants from the Belgian government. At present the Burundi 
government is not economically able to assist to the same extent, a CMS 
announcement said. 


Teachers also are so urgently needed that the Mission's Council is 
taking the unprecedented step of calling for short-term volunteers. | 
. EPS, Caneva 


PAPUA, NEW GUINEA CHURCHMEN 
PRAISE "OUR ONENESS IN CHRIST" 


(Bumayong, New Guinea) -~ Delegates to the study meeting of churches in Papua 
and New Guinea which ended here recently praised "the joyful experience of 
our oneness in Christ" which they shared. The meeting was the first of its 
kind in New Guinea. 


The delegates especially expressed gratitude "for the guidance and 
strength given to us in corporate Bible study" and agreed to urge the churches 
to encourage and extend. such study by means of training courses and She for- 
mation of local groups. 


The meeting called also for the planning of specialized training courses 
in various fields of Christian life, for coordination in theological educa= 
tion, and for action to bring to the notice of the government the threat 
posed by the growth of tourism to the dignity and development of the people. 


Further study meetings are planned for 1964 at Port Moresby and Rabaul, 
EPS, Geneva 


SCOTTISH YOUTH CALL 
FOR NUCLEAR WEAPONS BAN 


(Edinburgh) - Over 700 youth attending the Scottish Christian Youth Assembly 
meeting here have called upon Britain "forthwith unilaterally to renounce 
the manufacture, use and testing of nuclear weapons.as the first step in 
seeking peace among the nations. 


"We call on the churches to give a firm and unequivocal lead to Parlia- 
ment and country on-the necessity to realiZe that the use (or threatened use ) 
of nuclear weapons can never be in accordance with God!s will", they declared. 


Further, they said, Britain "ehould not be party to any nation or-group 
of nations whose policy involves reliance on nuclear striking power". 
: | EPS, Geneva 
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NUMBER OF PUPILS RECHIVING RELIGIOUS 
INSTRUCTION IN BE. GERMANY ON RISE 


(Berlin) - The Bast-Regional Synod of the Church of Berlin- Brandenburg 
reports that participation in religious instruction in Hast esa - which 
has~ been ‘at. a low ebb-- now shows. a marked increase. 


In 1960 only 57,710 children attended religious instruction” in hye 35 
dioceses. of Brandenburg; > in 1962 :the number rose. 40.59,252, it said. 


» The: “teport concluded that while it is impossible to speak of a "defeat" 
of religious instruction in the DDR, in view of the different situation there 
it is no longer possible to make generally valid pronouscements OHO ATES 
the instruction of Protestant children. , 


Religious instruction in East Germany is organized by the. ‘chutelt ‘and 
given by church-workers and trained catechists, or sometimes by pastors. 
No religious instruction is now given in the state schools, and usually it 
is not permitted during school hours or on school premises. ‘In addition, 
the length of the school day, the lack of suitable rooms, and the small 
number of catechists, make it difficult to give Christian instruction even 
to those children whose parents wish them to have it, the repnrt said. 

EPS, Geneva 


JUDAISM REPRESENTATIVES 
VISIT CARDINAL BEA 


(Rome) - Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity, has: been visited by Mr. Label Katz, president of the inter- 
national Jewish organization "Sons of the Covenant" and two other leaders 

of the organization. 


KIPA, the international Roman Catholic news agency, reports that the. 
visit has again raised the question in "authorized circles". of whether the 
second Vatican Council will deal with questions of relations between Jews 
and Christians and if the Jewish community will be asked to send .observers 
to the second session of .the-Counéil. Oe EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN FREE-.CHURCHES CONFER - 
ON POSSIBLE ORGANIC UNITY 


(Frankfurt-am-Main) - The possibility of organic unity between two European 
Evangelical Free Churches was discussed here at a conference attended by 25 
representatives of each group. 


Represented were the German Methodist Church, which has constituents in 
Germany, Switzerland, and France, and the Evangelical Community, which is the 
name for the European branch.of. the Evangelical. United Brethren Church. 


Heading the delegations were Bishop R.H.' Mueller of Indianapolis, presi-~ 
dent of the Board of Bishops of the Evangelical United Brethren Church in the 
United States, for the Bvangelical Community, and Bishop Friedrich Wunderlich 
of Frankfurt- SeeEos for the German Methodist Church. 


The groups have maintained close relations in eerie ad for more than 100 
years. . 


At the a0 of the conference, it was Ren ooncen hat both SEES had 
stressed a genuine and derious desire for ultimate unification. Ae special 
committee was formed to continue negotiations. _ EPS, Geneva 
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MR. CLARENCE DILLON CONTRIBUTES | ‘ 
$225,000 TO NEW WCC HEADQUARTERS : | pe 


(Geneva) - A gift of $225,000 towards the new headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches has been made by Mr. Clarence Dillon, the prominent New 
York banker. 


The gift will be used for the main meeting room, which will be a 
memorial to the late Mrs. Anne Dillon and will be known as the Clarence and 
Anne Dillon Assembly Hall. The new structure, now under construction will 
house the Geneva staff of the World Council and related organizations now 
quartered in a series. of outmeded chalets and wooden barracks. 


The announcement of the gift was made to the WCC's Executive Committee 
at its meeting’ here Py = Martin Niemoller, chairman of the organization's 
Finance Committee. | 


The gift from Mr, Dillon plus smaller amounts, including further con- 
tributions from 28 WCC member churches received during the last six months, 
now brings the total to date to $2,787,000. This includes gifts:on hand, 
gifts assured but not yet reeedy eos, and gifts which still may be reasonably 
expected. . . pied, Geneva 


COMMUNIST ORGAN SEES NO CONFLICT 
FOR..CHRISTIAN IN PARTY MEMBERSHIP 


(Warsaw) - The Polish Communist organ Zycie Patrie said in an article that 
basically there is no reason why "believing Christians" cannot be members 
of the Communist party. 


The party must maintain a "moral standard" and this is just as necessary 
for admittance as "full approval of its programme and policy", it said. 


However, it said, that when a "believer" applies for membership party 
officials must be certain that he approves and supports the party's attitude 
towards religion. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Samuel Proctor, an American Negro Baptist educator, has been named 
associate director for the US government's Peace Corps programme. He is 
one of five associate directors in charge of various phases of the Peace 
Corps activities. Dr. Proctor will administer all Peace Corps selection, 
training, field support, and overseas administration. At the time of his 
appointment the new associate director was in charge of the programme for 
Nigeria, one of the largest Peace Corps programmes in the world. 


* * * 


The Catholic Mass in the most important Eastern rites will in future 
be broadcast by the Vatican Radio station. The special points in the. 
different rites will be explained by experts on liturgy. This innovation, 
due to the influence of the Vatican Council, is designed to emphasize "the 
truly universal character of Christianity", an announcement said, 


* * * 
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Fifteen Roman Catholic theologians and 15 theologians from the Protest- 
ant, Anglican and Orthodox confessions have been invited to take part ina 
consultation March 18-23, organized by the Faith and Order Department. of the 
World Council of Churches. The meeting will be held at the WCC!s Eoumenical 
Institute, near Geneva. Study will be based on reports of the Faith and 
Order Theological Commissions dealing with "Christ and the Churghits?  ¥'lreads~ 
tion and Traditions"; "Worship"; and "Institutionalism",. 


x can aes 


Dr. Robert McAfee Brown, professor of Systematic Theology at Stanford 
University, Palo Alto, California, will replace Professor James H..-Nichols 
as observer of the World Presbyterian Alliance at the second session of the 
Vatican Council which opens in September. Professor Nichols is returning 
to his positinn at Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, N.J. It had 
been agreed earlier that Professor Nichols would be the observer for only 
the first session, because of the pressure of his professorial duties. 


* * Gg 


Two conscientious objectors have been arrested at Lyons, France. One 
of them, a Protestant, is a theological student. They were arrested while 
working as volunteers on a building Site, constructing hemes for homeless 
people, in cooperation with members of a pacifist action group. 


* * * 


A new organization designed to promote "ecumenical understanding" 
between theologians of the Roman Catholic and Protestant churches has been 
formed at a meeting held at-the Redemptorist Seminary in Bangalore, India. 
To be known as the Bangalore Christian Theological- Association, the new 
group will seek to provide a forum for Christian theologians to.come to- 
gether to share with one another the fruit of. their thinking and scholar- 
ship with the idea of gaining a deeper knowledge of the Church's faith and 
Mission, an announcement said. . Twelve Roman Catholics and 12 Protestants 
joined the Association at its first meeting; most of them are teaching at 
theolegical seminaries in Bangalore. 4 fs paiees 


* * * 


The Synod of the Evangelical Coptic.Church of the Nile Valley marks its 
centenary this year. Celebrations will be held in Cairo on April 25 and 26, 
during the annual meeting ‘of the Synod. The church came into existence as 
the .result of the mission work of the former United Presbyterian Ghurch' ¢f 
North America, which now ‘forms part of the United Presbyterian Church, USA. 
The Synod represents 200 congregations with a communicant membership of 
25,000. and a baptized membership of 70,000. aaa un REALS 4 het Se eae 

x *  ¥ 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, was decorated by His All Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras I with the Cross of. the Grand Commander of the Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre, during his recent visit to the Patriarchate in Istanbul. The’ 
Order of the Holy Sepulchre, which was created in the sixth century, is 
believed to be the. first. established in Christendom, In bestowing the 
decoration, the Patriarch said that it was given for "the great services you 
have rendered and continue to offer for the reunion of all Christians under 
the Cross of our Lord and Saviour. May its blessings rest upon you and may 
His grace strengthen and guide you in your holy and great task", he added. 


* * * 
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_ The Executive Council of the Lutheran Church in America has called upon 
the church's synodical presidents to undertake a study of the desirability 
of licensing lay preachers, and to present a report to a later convention of 
the church. . 


* * * 


This year for the first time, half of the proceeds from the Church of 
Finland's general collection for welfare purposes will be sent over*eas. 
The 1963 "Our Common Responsibility" effort — the 14th annual drive - was 
opened late in January with a radio-television address by the President of 


Finland, Dr. Urho Kekkonen. In previous years, "Our Common Responsibility" 
contributions have been used entirely for church-related welfare work within 
Finland. Of the 50 per cent which this year will be used to meet needs 


abroad, one-third will go through the World Council of Churches and two-. 
thirds through the Lutheran World Federation. 


* * i 


Six US churches will participate in a Consultation on Church Union 
scheduled in Oberlin, Ohio, Maxch 15-21. The conference will bring together 
representatives of: the Protestant Episcopal Church, the Methodist Church, 
the United Presbyterian Church, the United Church of Christ, the International 
Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ), and the Evangelical 


United Brethren Church. The Consultation on Church Union held its first 
meeting last April in Washington, D.C. Since then the Disciples and the 
EUB have agreed to join in the discussions. Total number of church members 


involved in the six-way talks exceeds 21,000,000. Ultimate goal of the. 
Consultation is to form a church that would be "truly catholic, truly re- 
formed, and truly evangelical". 


AG * * 


Christians around the world observed the Universal Day of Prayer for 
Students, Sunday, February 17, by offering intercessions for the “piritual, 
physical, and intellectual welfare of students, teachers, and academic 
institutions of higher learning. The day, sponsored by the World Student 
Christian Federation, has been marked annually since 1895. 


* % x 


A record goal of $16,846,140 has been set. for the 15th annual One 
Great Hour of Sharing appeal of Protestant and Orthodox churches in the USA 
for their relief and rehabilitation programmes abroad. Church World 
Service, which conducts the appeal on behalf of the participating churches, 
said here the 196% goal is an increase of about $1.6 million ever last year. 
CWS is the relief arm of the National Council of Churches. 


* * ¥* 


In response t» requests from countries throughout the world, the 
Department on Studies in Evangelism of the World Council of Churches has 
_ announced a new edition of the study, A Theological Reflection on the World 
of Evangelism. Since its publication in 1959, this pamphlet has sold 
nearly 40,000 copies in French, English, German, and Spanish. Dr. Hans J. 
Margull, chairman of the Department, describes it as "an excellent starting- 
point for a reconsideration, theological as well as practical, of the -preb- 
lems which confront the local congregations in our day". Copies may be 
ordered from the Publications Office of the WCC, Geneva. The price of 
PIDeLe DO ples iss?) Di. s0gs Sawin ito Swets 


* * *% 


No. 7 - 22nd February, 1963 | Bae 72 


Final touches were given in Munich to the draft constitution and by- 
laws for a Lutheran Foundation for Inter-Confessional Research which the . 
Lutheran World Federation is expected to establish at its Fourth Assembly 
next summer in Helsinki, Finland. The foundation will provide an inde- 
pendent legal and financial framework for the scholarly examination into 
the teaching and practice of modern Roman Catholicism now being made under 
the direction of the Federation's Special Commission on Inter-Confessional 
Research. 


* * ee 


Word has been received at World Council of Churches headquarters of | 
the death of Zareh I, Catholicos of Cilicia, of the Armenian Apostolic. 
Church, on Sunday, February 17. He was 48. Named Catholicos in 1956, he 
was the gpiritual leader of the church which has a membership of 498,000 . 
persons in dioceses in the Middle East, Greece, and North America. The 
church became a member of the World Council of Churches at the WOC!s Central 
Committee meeting last August in Paris. 


* * * 


Roman Catholic school authorities in New South Wales, Australia, have 
asked the government to study the feasibility of assigning use of state 
schools-and some teaching services to the parochial schools. The plan 
would make the buildings available when they are not being used for public 
school instruction. Catholic educators also have suggested that instruc- 
tion in specialized subjects, notably science, might be given in state 
schools. One report indicated that many members of the New South Wales. 
Labour government, which officially opposes state aid, looked upon the pro- 
posals as a satisfactory compromise. However, the Director General of 
Education is reported to be npposed to them. 


* * * 


The foundation stone of a new Jewish Synagogue will be laid at 
Villeurbanne, an industrial suburb of Lyons, Franoe, at the beginning of 
March. The building is being constructed by 12 members of the Token of 
Repentance Movement, under the auspices of the Evangelical Church in Germany. 
Another five-member group of the atonement movement has been working since 
the beginning of January at Quaregnon, Belgium, doing the preparatory work 
for the building of a new home for delinquent youth. 


* * * 


The Swedish Ministry of Justice is preparing a new law relating to the 
legal obligation of pastors to re~marry divorced persons. Its purpese is 
to clear up the question whether, under certain circumstances, the clergy 
can be forced, against their conscience, to marry people who have been 
divorced several times. 


* * * 


The arrival .of the first Protestant missionary in Tahiti is being marxed 
on the island this month. It was on the 13th February, 1863, that Pastor 
Thomas Arbousset, of the Paris Mission, landed at Papeete at the request of 
the population and of the legislative assembly of Tahiti made to the 
Emperor Napoleon III. Today about 70% of the total population of French © 
Polynesia are Protestants. ; ; : 7 , 


* * * 
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Dr. Keith Bridston, a clergyman of the American Lutheran Church, will 
become the Professor of Systematic Theology at Pacific Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Berkeley, Calif., beginning September 1. DL. BLIUGStOn s,s. Soeuae 
currently serving as the Executive Director of the Lilly Endowment Study of 
Pre-Seminary Education, sponsored by the American Astrociation of Theological 
Schools. The twc-year study will be completed this summer. From 1957 to 
1961 he was executive secretary of the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
World Council of Churches. 


* * * 


The first Anglican Bishop of the Virgin Islands - the Rev. Cedric Earl 
Mills - will be consecrated on April 19 in St. James' Episcopal Church, 
Baltimore, USA. Bishop-eleoct Mills, rector of St. James! Church for 22 
years, will be consecrated by the Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, Presiding 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church. Bishop Mills will have juris- 
diction over 6,568 members in five Episcopal missionary district parishes. 
In addition, he will be responsible for the three parishes in the British 
Virgin Islands on the islands of Virgin Gorda, and Tortclla. | 


* * * 


Through joint sponsorship of the Maryland Council of Churches and the 
Commission on Christian Unity of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Baltimore, 
USA, a major televisicn programme series is bringing "Faith to Faith, A 
Dialogue" to the American public. Begun on January 5, the series will be 
Sean shroush Avritd 315, 


* * K 


Authorities of the Anglican Diocese of Guildford, England, have 
announced plans for a non-residential training scheme for older women who 
wish to qualify for pastoral work, possibly on a part-time basis. A similar 
scheme has already been launched in the dioceses of Southwark and Chelmsford 
and is under consideration in the diocese of London. 


* * % 


A proposal that local ministerial associations be encouraged to admit 
Roman Catholic and Jewish clergymen to membership has been rejected at the 
annual meeting of the North Carolina Council of Churches, USA. The Council's 
Commission cn Ecumenical Relations had suggested that local associations 
"invite both Roman Catholic priests and rabbis into the full membership cf 
their associations". Opponents said the proposal "would violate the basic 
principle of the North Carolina Council of Churches". 


* * * 


Church World Servise, relief agency cf 35 US Protestant and Orthodcx 
churches, shipped overseas food, clothing, blankets, and medical supplies 
valued at a record $34,650,000 in 1962. The figure represents an increase 
of nearly $7,000,000 over 1961. 


* * * 


The Lutheran Theological Seminary community in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 
USA, recently played host to a group of 37 Carmelite Fathers from thé White- 
friars Hall in Washington, D.C. A highlight of the meeting, the result cf 
mutual interest of the student ecumenical committees of the twce schools, was 
a dialogue on the theme "The Mary-Church Relationship". 


* a x 
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The Australian Council of Churches, at its annual meeting in Sydney, 
voted to invite the Council of Churches in Indonesia to send a ten-man 
goodwill delegation to visit Australia in 1964 or 1965. Its invitation «:» 
followed a visit last year to Indonesia »y a delegation from the Australian 
Council. 


1 * * 


Two prominent Hungarian churchmen have been nominated to elective 
government offices. Bishop Dr. Tibor Barthe, of the Transtibiscan Church 
District, who is at present a member of the Parliament, was nominated for 
anew term as the representative of Hajdu-Bihar County. Bishop Dr. tajos 
Vets, Senior Bishop of the Lutheran Church, was unanimously nominated in the 
XVIIth Distri¢ct of Budapest. The Bishnp also is at present a member of 
Parliament. | | | | 


ee * 


The new 12-storey Episcopal Church Centre will open its doors. on - 
Monday, February 25, in New York City. The $5,900.000 modern edifice was 
built to house the expanding work of the church in the USA and overseas. 

Of the building's total cost all is in hand or pledged except for $1,000,000. 
EPS, Geneva 


No. 7 - 22nd February, 1963 i fail eth 


Special Report 


HIGHLIGHTS OF BARTH INTERVIEW 
ON ROMAN CATHOLIC-PROTHSTANT RELATIONS 


(Paris) ~ In.an interview published in the current issue of the magazine 
Réalitss, Karl Barth. discusses the "new climate" in. relations between Roman 
Catholics and Protestants. Here are some highlights of the interview: 


On Contemporary Roman Catholic-~Protestant Relations: . Relations between 
Roman Catholics and Protestants are "infinitely closer" than a century: agOe...» 
When I was doing my theological studies, there was no question of my. read- 
ing a contemporary Catholic book. It was unthinkable that Protestants 
should read them. The Catholics had an equally strange idea of the Reformed 
Church, because all they knew about us was usually through books refuting. 
Protestantism. But today the ‘iron.curtain! has lifted and I feel quite at 
home when I work with certain Catholic theologians. I even wrote a preface 
to the book by Hans Kiting (the prominent Swiss Roman Catholic theologian), . 
and the book was given the 'imprimatur', The rapprochement is really 
essentially a question of knowledge, The more we learn to know. one annther, 
the better we understand that there is cnly one Christian faith, with several 
different forms of expressing it." 


On Obstacles; "In my view the greatest obstacle to rapprochement between 
the Reformed Church and the Catholic Church is a tiny little word which the 
Roman Church adds after each of our statements: the word 'and!. When we 
say Jesus, the Catholics say Jesus and Mary. We try to obey Christ as our 
only Lord; the Catholics obey Christ and his representative on earth, the 
Pope. We believe that Christians are saved by the merits of Jesus Christ; 


the Catholics add, ‘and by their own merits!,i.e. by their works. We 
believe that the sole source of Revelation is Scripture; the Catholics add 
'and tradition’, We say that knowledge of God is obtained through faith in 


His Word as expressed in the Scriptures; the Catholics add ‘and through 
reason! ,!! 


On Forms of Worship: Asked whether te Roman Catholic or Protestant 
_form of worship is closest to that of the Early Church, he replied: ''Neither 
of them. Catholic worship is too florid, too loaded. And our own worship, 
though refining itself, has become too reminiscent of the synagogue. One 
might say that the great temptation of Protestantism is Judaism, whereas the 
great temptation of the Catholic Church would be paganism, 


"In Bavaria I recently met a Catholic priest who has had a church built, 
with the approval cf his bishop, of course, in accordance with new concepts, 
which are very interesting. The altar is in the centre, as usual, but it 
is in the form of a large table. The tabernacle is not standing upon it, 
but is placed on a small altar to the right of the main altar, facing the 
pulpit, which i8 on the other eide of- the main altar. The pulpit bears an 
inscription taken from the Epistle to the Corinthians, reminding the congre~ 
gation that 'no other foundatiren can anyone lay than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ', Thus a new balance is established between the role 
of preaching and the role of the sacrament. Moreover the congregation take 
Communion at the same table as the priest, which considerably strengthens 
its communal aspect." 
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On Conversions: "In general I do not like conversions - passing from 
one church to another. In the first place, the converts are intolerably ~ 


fervent: they become ultra-Catholic or ultra-Protestant 4... And then con- 
versions are a denial of the invisible unity of the Church, which is 
deplorable. I think that everyone would do well to remain where he is, 
and in that position try to penetrate more deeply into the message of ae 
Gospel. eo is the only way in ee a serious sae SIAN can. be. 
effected." 


On the Role of Joseph: "Since Rome admits the mediation of the Saints, 
-why should it keep St. Joseph in the background? Personally I am very fond 
of St. Joseph. I am just as much in favour of 'Josephology' as I am hostile 
to Mariolcgy, because I think that Joseph's role in relation to Christ is the 
role which the Church should play. I know that the Roman Church prefers to 


compare its role to the more glorious role cf Mary. The Roman Church’ 
brings the Christian message to the world in the same way that Mary gave us 
Christ. But the comparison isa false one. ~The Church cannot give birth 


to the Saviour;" on the other hand it can serve him humbly and modestly. 
Such was the role of Joseph who always kept in the background, leaving ail 
the glory to Jestis. And that‘is what the role of the Church should be, if 
we want the world to rediscover the splendour of God!s Word." 7 
EPS, Geneva 
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GREEK ORTHODOX THROLOGIAN 
CALLS FOR "CHRISTIAN FRONT" 


(Athens) - Formation of a Christian front "to confront the existing slacken- 
ing and division of Christianity" and the dangers threatening the faith it- 
self has been urged here by one of this country's leading Greek Orthodox 
theologians, 


"From this: front", declared Dr. Hamilcar Alivisatos, Professor of 
Theology at the University of Athens, "it would be criminal if only the 
Orthodox Church in Greece were to abstain, espescially when this church has 
leadership possibilities." 


Speaking at the Academy of Athens on his election as a member of the 
body, Dr. Alivisatos stressed the potential contribution which the Church 
in Greece, through conscientious cooperation, could make in helping vuther 
churches "insolving today's great problems of humanity". 


However, "this effort, represented by the ecumenical movement, is not 
taken into consideration by the Orthodox churches as much as it should be", 
he said, addings 


"The Orthodox churches must understand that today the real meaning of 
ecumenism is not an endeavour for the prevalence of one church over the 
other, an endeavour which becomes comic in view of the real dangers to 
Christianity itself." 


In his opening remarks, Dr. Alivisatos noted efforts being made for a 
spiritual "restoration" in the Greek church to strengthen its influence in 
the ecumenical movement, and defended the "liberal" character of the church, 
which he said is reflected in its democratic administration and the important 
place given to the laity. He added that it was only because it is ignorant 
of its rights that the Greek Orthodox laity does not "participate in the 
election of the clergy as is done in other Orthodox churches". 


Published under the auspices of: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Women’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


The aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
movements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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At the same time, Dr. Alivisatos charged that the Greek state, "because 
of the irresponsibility of the church leadership, did not do what it should 
have done although there were abundant means for the spiritual restoration 
of the church and its use as the main social factor in the country. 


"Now'', he declared, "we need a cooperation of all forces for a real and 
quick purification of the church from all elements foreign to its nature." 


_» Dr. Alivisatos is a member of the World Council of Churches" Central 
Committee and chairman of the Mutual Aid and Relations with Foreign Churches 
Committees of the Church of Greece. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH UNION CONSULTATION URGED 
TO LIFT "CURTAIN OF SECRECY" 


(Berkeley, Cal.) - A communications official of the United Churoh of Christ 
has called on, the Consultation on Church Union to raise its “curtain of 
secrecy" surrounding its church unity talks and admit reporters and invited 
guests to its sessions.. | : 


_ br. Everett C. Parker of New York, director of Communication for the 
United Church, one of the denominations participating in the consultation, 
warned that any plan of church union proposed by the consultation would be 
rejected by members of the churches involved unless chureh leaders open-- 
‘their deliberations to scrutiny by the press and by visitors from the Pro- 
testant groups concerned. 


Besides the United Church, the other denominations in the consultation 
are The Methodist Church, Protestant Episcopal Church, and United Presbyter- 
ian Church in the USA. These groups held their first meeting last April in 
Washington, D.C., where they set up the consultation to continue the talks. 
The sessions were not open to the press. The consultation is scheduled to 
hold its next meeting in Oberlin, Ohio, March 19-21, at which time it will 
be joined by representatives of the Disciples of Christ and Hvangelical 
United Brethren Church. EPS, Geneva 


EPISCOPAL COUNCIL BACKS CORPS 
TO. TRAIN, EMPLOY, IDLE YOUTH 


(Greenwich) - Establishment of a domestic youth conservation corps to help 
train, educate, and employ. the "mounting numbers of idle" US teenagers has 
been endorsed in a resolution adopted by the Protestant Episcopal Church's 
National Council here. 


In the resolution, the Council cited as "a serious human welfare 
problem" the rise in school drop-outs, juvenile delinquency, and the ine 
ability of many high school graduates to find employment. 


The Council, administrative arm of. the 3,600,000-member denomination, 
also approved a resolution supporting a national "Peace Corps", comprising 
Americans of all ages who would serve voluntarily in critical areas, includ- 
ing mental health, migrant labour, aid to Indians, and redevelopment 
projects. r Bs 


Copies of both resolutions were sent to Congressional leaders, Creation 
of the two corps has been proposed by President Kennedy. EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH QUAKERS ASK MORE 
TOLERANT JUDGMENT OF SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR 


(London) - A group of influential British Quakers are the authors of a 70- 
page report which appeals for a more tolerant attitude toward unconventional 
sexual behaviour. 


Titled "Towards a Quaker View of Sex", the group condemns the severe 
view society takes toward adolescent sexual intimacy, extra-marital sexual 
relationships, and even homosexual affection. 


The report, although not "an official policy statement", was issued by 
the Friends! Home Service Committee. It was prepared by 11 individual mem- 
bers of the Society of Friends, including six of the movement's elders. 


Eric Baker, study secretary of the Committee, said the repert was pub- 
-lished in the full knowledge that it might offend some of the nation's 
21,000 Quakers, especially those with puritanical views, but that the work 
was scholarly and authoritative. 


The report "rejects almost completely the traditional approach of the 
organized Christian Church to morality, with its supposition that it knows 
precisely what is right and what is wrong, that this distinction can be made 
in terms of an external pattern of behaviour, and that the greatest good 
will come only through universal adherence to that pattern". 


The group held that there had to be a morality of some sort to govern 
sexual relations, but added: "Sexuality, looked at dispassionately, is 
mertner socd or evily= "it 16 a7fact ‘of nature. 


Homosexual affection, the group held, is not morally worse than hetero- 
sexual affestion and should be judged by the same standards. An act that 
expresses true affection between two individuals and gives pleasure to them 
is not sinful simply because it is homosexual, the report stated. 


"Tt seemed to us", it continued, "that morals like the Sabbath were 
made for man, not man for morals, and that as society ehanges, and conduct 
with it, we must always be searching below the surface of human behaviour to 
discover what is in fact happening to people, what they are seeking to 
express, what fruits, good or bad, they are harvesting." EPS, Geneva 


ITALIAN PROTESTANT LEADER WARNS 
AGAINST "SENTIMENTAL ECUMENISM" 


(Diisseldorf) - Italian Protestantism!s reaction to the first session of the 
“Second Vatican Council is one of reserve about "sentimental ecumenism" and 
expectations of early reunion, Professor Valdo Vinay, professor of the 
Theological Faculty of the Waldensian Church in Rome, said in a speech here. 


Calling for understanding of this "instinctive attitude", he said that 
NAG De dafitcult torbelieve in the king words, of people who only yesterday 
were one's enemies", 


For Italian Protestants, he added, the teachings concerning the Virgin 
Mary and. the infallibity of the Pope are the crucial points which will prove 
whether or not the Roman Catholic Church is sincere in its desire: for renewal 
and unity. . 


"We Protestants in Italy are not homesick for Rome", he said, "but we 
are open to conversation with Rome at any time." EPS, Geneva 
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SUDAN INTERIOR MISSIONARIES 
TO REMAIN ON JOB 


(New York) - Missionaries of the Sudan Interior Mission will stay on in that 
country "although severely hampered" by Sudan's Missionary. Societies Act -- 
of 1962, according to a report published by the organization headquarters 
here. (See EPS No. 7) 


", . «The door in Sudan seems nearly shut, but not quite. There are. 
still opportunities, and as long:as they exist we will continue, by -God's.- 
grace, to represent Him there", the report said, adding, "we believe our 
people should stay in the Sudan, evén though (their activities are) curtail- 
ed, to encourage and instruct the national church. ‘We must pray and trust’ 
God to. work out His will." 


Founded in 1893, the Sudan Interior Mission is the world's largest 
interdenominational missionary society with nearly 1,300 missionaries serv- 
ing 10 African nations. 


The publication, Sudan Witness, said under the Sudanese Act Christian 
Missionaries are forbidden public witness to Muslims, on pain of fine and/or 
imprisonment, and are severely hampered in pursuing many "conventional"! 
‘missionary methods of evangelism. 


"The letter of this law. . .is severe, and missionaries feel that the 
Act may well become the Axe." 


Sudan's government has claimed that the Act has largely affected teach- 
ing missionaries, those not required for educational duties in that country 
during a time when schools have been nationalized in an attempt to unify the 
-mnorthern areas (Arabic and Moslim) and the southemregions where most of the 

Christians live. - e EPS, Geneva 


USSR ANTI-RELIGIOUS CAMPAIGN 
REPORTED INEFFECTIVE, 


A number of Soviet papers and publications have remarked on the 
almost complete failure of the anti-religious campaign, launched in October, 
1961, by the 22nd Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 


The review, Questions of Philosophy, said the anti-religious propagan- 
dists manifest a "primitive spirit", inciting people to violence. "To put 
it mildly", says the review, "it is doubtful whether the atheist measures 
thus advocated will ever succeed in overcoming religious prejudices." 


Pravda emphasizes the inadequacy of the anti-religious campaign, accus- 
ing its organizers of "inertia", "incompetence", and "excessive zeal". I+ 
_ especially criticizes 'the administrative measures" taken against churches, 

or Christians, "the only effect of which has been to strengthen their relig- 
ious fanaticism", 

In one of its pamphlets the Society for the Diffusion of Political and 
Scientific Knowledge notes that "according to the directives of the Party, 
the Soviet State is not waging an administrative struggle against religion. 
Religion has ‘existed for centuries, and cannot be suppressed or prohibited 
by decree. . . “The only way now to liquidate religion consists in patient, 
difficult re-education," it said. EPS, Geneva 
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SWEDISH PASTORS NO LONGER REQUIRED 
TO OFFICIATE AT MARRIAGES OF DIVORCED PERSONS 


(Stockholm) - Under a new Swedish law pastors of the State Church (Lutheran) 
are no longer required to officiate at the marriage of divorced pérsons if 
doing so would be.a violation of their principles. However, the law stipul- 
ates that church authorities must aid divorced persons who wish to be. 
married by a pastor to find one who does not object to performing the cere- 
mony. 


Informed church circles interpret the new law as a compromise designed 
to prevent recurrence of a recent case in which a pastor who refused to 
marry divorosd persons was publicly indicted. Since only a minority of 
pastors reportedly object to officiating at such ceremonies, difficulties 
are not anticipated. EPS, Geneva 


WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
TO BE MARKED MARCH 1 


"More than Conquerors" is the theme for the Women's World Day of Prayer ser- 
vice this year. The order of service has been prepared by a group of women 
in Korea and on Friday, March 1, women of 150 countries will use it as they 
goin together in prayer. 


The day will begin at the International Date Line in the Pacific and 
the first observances are in Tonga, Fiji, and New Zealand. As the day pro- 
gresses round the world, new groups in city, countryside, and hamlet will 
goin in praise and prayer until, after some 40 hours, it ends as the, sun sets 
over St. Lawrence Island off the coast of Alaska, about 430 miles from the 
Eecren oC Lrole., 


Gifts received at World Day of Prayer. services will be used to help the 
work of Bible and Christian literature societies. EPS, Geneva 


UNITED CHURCH JOURNAL UPHOLDS 
NUCLEAR DETERRENT FOR CANADA 


(Toronto). - An editorial advocating defensive nuclear weapons for Canada 
appeared here in the United Church Observer, official publication of the 
United Church of Canada. 


Commenting on the controversy over nuclear weapons which recently 
toppled the Canadian government, and has been the subject of widespread 
discussion among church leaders, the Rev. A.C. Forrest, editor of the 
Observer, said he could not accept as moral the arguments of Canadians who 
are ready to support the United States in its use of the nuclear deterrent 
as long as all nuclear weapons were kept south of the Canadian border. 


Much of Canada's present confusion, he said, can be blamed on "the false 
moralizing that preoccupies the nation, for which churchmen and editors, as 
well as politicians, must share responsibility". 


Since the fall of Prime Minister John Diefenbaker's government, the 
editorial said, Canadians have been in the position of holding a great 
national debate over issues "on which we are not clear, public discussion on 
technical matters on which most of us are not informed, and a political cam- 
paign over issues. . .which should be decided by responsible people elected 
to act in the national interest". EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH PROTESTANTS DEFEND PARENTS! RIGHTS 
TO RAISE CHILDREN IN THEIR OWN FAITH 


(Paris) - The: French Protestant. Federation has pub tehed a statement, stress- 
ing: that “the choice. of the religious education of a minor. child", whatever 
the oT COE RA Dee ep remains. "the prerogative of the parents. 


"No minor should be placed, without the express consent of his parents, 
in a confessional establishment which is under the jurisdiction of a con- 
fession differing from his own, on the Droreee of Bivene him educational 
assistance", it said. 


The statement was issued as the result of decisions made by. the Child- 
ren's Court in Versailles in Septe smber, 1962, and the Court of Appeals in 
Paris at the end of January. These courts rulcd that a young girl, the 
eldest daughter of parents of Catholic origin, who had been converted 
to Protestantism eight years ago, be taken away from them and placed in an 
establishment attached ‘to a convent. 


While refusing "to express an opinion on the facts of the case", the 
Federation pointed out that the ensuing conflict between the parents and the 
Child had nothing to do with "the refusal of a girl who is still a minor to. 
Join her parents in their recent conversion", because their conversion had 
‘not caused_any difficulty at the time”. It stressed the fact that the ten- 
Sion which has arisen between the parents and their child during the last 
two years seems to be due to the action of relatives outside the immediate 
family who have remained Catholic. EPS, Geneva 


HAST GERMAN BISHOP PLEADS FOR 
END TO POLITICAL ILLUSIONS 


(Griefswald) - Bishop Friedrich W. Krummacher, of the Evangelical Church of 
Pomerania, said in an interview here that Germans must rid themselves of "the 
illusion that the existence of the two separate German states and the present 
German frontier is only temporary, instead of facing these facts soberly, 
whether we like them or not", 


Quoted in an interview published by the Protestant press service of 
Kast Berlin, Bishop Krummacher declared that it is necessary to "do away with 
the many rigid political doctrines and prejudices based on illusions". 


Bishop Krummacher gave the interview in his capagity as a Commissioner 
of the Commission of the Churches’ on International Affairs, a World Council 
of Churches! agency.” : 


Earlier in a letter along the same lines sent to the CCIA's London 
office, he had suggested that it may be "the time on the basis of reason and 
good will, to examine the proposals for rapprochement between the peoples 
im the) ee German states more seriously than is being done at present by our 
brothers in Western Germany". 


‘He mentioned specifically the recently announced 7-point plan submitted 
by Herr Ulbrich, DDR President. He noted also ‘that it is the job of the 
CCIA to seek to reduce international tensions and that his: recommendation 
therefore did not: baie is the boundaries between politics and church 
affairs. 6 } EPS, “Geneva 
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ZURICH CANTON TO VOTE ON EQUAL LEGAL 
RIGHTS FOR PROTHSTANTS AND ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Zurich) - Citizens of the Canton of Zurich, Switzerland, will be asked to 
approve legislation which would provide equal legal rights for the Reformed 
Churen and the Roman Catholic Church. If approved they would be the first 
such laws in cantonal history since the Reformation. 


The new law, part of a series of modifications suggested in the section 
of the present cantonal constitution governing church-state relations, will 
be submitted to the electorate in a forthcoming referendum, The text of the 
proposals has already been approved by the Cantonal Council by a vote of 14% 
to nine and is expected to be ratified by a large majority of voters. 


Roman Catholics today number 32.4 per cent of the total cantonal popu- 
lation as compared with 4.2 per cent a century ago. The increase is due 
mainly to the large number of immigrants who have come into the area. 

| BPS, Geneva 


RADIO STATION IN AFRICA 
BEGINS BROADCASTING 


(Addis Ababa) - Radio "Voio2 of the Gospel" is on the air. Listeners in 
scattered parts of Africa and the Middle East are now hearing a new station 
Signal tune - the first four notes of Luther's "A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God" - and, in their own languages, a new broadcasting announcement: "This 
- is Radio Voice of the Gospel, ETLF, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia." 


~The LWE's powerful shortwave station here began broadcasting programmes 
to Africa over the first of its two giant 100-kilowatt transmitters on 
February 26, following a day of inauguration festivities. 


The station will be owned and operated by the Lutheran World Federation 
under franchise from the Ethiopian government, in cooperation with an ecu- 
_menical agency in which the churches of Africa, the Near East, and south- 
eastern Asia will take part in the programme and finance. 


Represented equally on the committee are the Near East Christian 
Council, the All-Africa Church Conference, the East Asia Christian Confer- 
enoe, and the Division of World Mission and Evangelism of the World Couneil 
of Churches. 


Highlight of the opening esremonies came in the afternoon, when the 
Emperor of Ethiopia, Hailie Selassie I, after a brief address, 
. pressed a button at the entrance of the new administration and 
studio building of the million-dollar radio centre. 


Harlier in the programme, the LWF president, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of 
New York, declared that "we have erected this station for only one purpose 
~ to be what its name implies - a voice of the worldwide Gospel, not to 
engage in spesial pleading for any one area or culture, east or west, north 
or south - still less for any one nation". ¢ 


He assured some 450 distinguished Ethiopians and foreign guests gathered 
for the inauguration that "the kind of Gospel that will be sent over the air 
waves from this place will never be designed. to be anything narrow. 


"It will always be wide", he said, "equal to the interests of. the Lord 
of the universe Himself, and of the One Who lived so fully in this world 
that nothing human will ever again be alien to Him." 
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He voiced "profound appreciation" to the Emperor and the government of 
Ethiopia for the "sympathetic understanding. . .cordial assistance and. . . 
trust" that they had shown toward the LWF Broadcasting Service during the 
development of the pioneer project. 


It wags the first time that erection of ta, ahaa as te radio station was 
permitted in this country. 


First regular broadcast of the new station was beamed at the host 
country. It included the address which the Emperor gave in Amharic at the 
afternoon ceremony. 


The initial ae i ee log, effective till the end. of Apral, calle for 
daily broadcasts to four Afriean countries and the Middle East. All will be 
during the hours from 6.40 p.m. to 10 p.m., Ethiopian time, which is three 
hours earlier than Greenwich Mean Time. 


With half-hour changes, the broadcasts will be aired successively to 
Madagascar, the eastern Arab countries, Ethiopia, Tanganyika, the western 
Arab countries, and South Africa. One hour of daily programme time has been 
allotted to South Africa, 


The programmes during this initial period are in Amharic, Malagasy, 
Afrikaans, Sesotho, Arabic, Swahili, Zulu, and English, As the operation 
develops, about 20 other languages are expected, to be used. The programmes 
are tape-recorded in church-sponsored production. studios in the respective 
target areas and shipped here for broadcast. BPS, Geneva 


(Pictures to illustrate this story are available from: Department of 
Information, World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, 
Switzerland. ) 


ISRAELI OFFICIAL SAYS 
NO ANTI-MISSIONARY LAW PLANNED 


(Jerusalem) - Israel's Minister of Penis ows Affairs has told the Parliament 
here that the government has no intention of passing a law or issuing admin- 
istrative instructions which would prohibit the activities of Christian 
missionary institutions in Israel. 


Dr. Zerah Wahraftig, speaking at a time of some Roman Reece ape aii 
tension, said that the government would permit no acts of violence, either 
generally or against the institutions of any particular sect or church. 


However, he emphasized the necessity of distinguishing between the 
attitude of the public towards the normal activities of the churches which, 
he said, have the respect of the public and those of missionary institutions. 
He noted that Jewish public opinion regards the activities of the latter 
group as "unfair interference in matters of spirit and faith" and "at times 
as exploiting social and mental conditions or acute social problems as a 
means of detaching Jewish shildren from Jewish education and way of life, 
and at times as a means of conversion", 


He emphasized that the government encourages positive activities in 
Jewish education and culture among Jews belonging to the poorer strata, and 
residents in outlying areas and other centres where immigrants live and 
where missionary institutions are active. } EPS, Geneva 
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THEOLOGIANS, SOCIOLOGISTS STUDY 
MISSIONARY STRUCTURE OF CONGREGATION 


(Geneva) - Thirty-four theologians, pastors, and sociologists have completed 
a six-day discussion on "The Missionary Structure of the UPD Si ao P| at the 
meumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches near here. 


The meeting was the first full session of the Western European Working 
Group which was set up at the direction of .the Council's Third Assembly to 
make a study of the problems confronting local congregations in their evan- 
gelistic task. Similar working groups have also been organized in North 
America and East Germany. 


Discussions centred on papers presented by M. Georges Casalis, of the 
Theological Faculty of the University of Faris, and by Dr. Joachim Matthes, 
@® sociologist, related to the University of Munster, Germany. 


Papers to be prepared by participants for the next meeting of the group, 
scheduled September 30-October 4, near Paris, deal with a study of the two 
‘speeches, and with chureh structure, the message of the Church, worship in 
relation to mission, hindrances to evangelical activity and experiments in 
theseced eo Kinouner paper wilt deal with’ the "theology of “the world”: and wall 
seek to formulate a new understanding of the world as a place of constant 
change. 


Dr. J.C. Hoekendijk of the University of Utreeht, group chairman in a 
concluding talk, suggested further study be concentrated along three main 


Dinecs soithe word.) mission" ..and liturgy and that, the group's first 
task would be to define terms and "get away from abstractions". All three 
of these can be grouped under one heading - "eschatological existence", he 


said. This, he said, means that "when any one is united with Christ it is 
a new act of creation and a time of new growth. The old order is gone and 
the new order is already begun. We must work in this perspective and in 
this attitude of hope and expectancy", he declared, EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Latin American Protestants and Roman Catholics living in Europe met, 
February 25-24, in) Melwn, near Paris, under ‘the’ auspices’ of the World seeders 
Christian Federation and Pax Romana (the Roman Catholic student movement). 
Representing ten countries, the 14 Protestants and 14 Roman Catholics took 
as their themes: "The Training of Christians in Countries of Rapid Social 
Change", ana "The Problems of ‘the’ Sects’ and of the Distortion of Populan 
Catholicism". Father Gustavo Gutierrez Merino of Peru and: Professor Augusto 
Fernandez Arlt from Montevideo introduced the first subject. The latter, 
who is secretary of the South American YMCA, based his address on the work 
in Latin America of the World Council of Churches! programme on the common 
Christian responsibility in areas of rapid social change. Participants 
agreed that similar meetings should be held frequently. This is the second 
such conference, the first having been held in Louvain, Belgium, early in 


19626 


* * * 


Miss Bertha M. Frick, professor emeritus of Library Science at Columbia 
University, New York, has been appointed by the United Board for Christian 
Higher Education in Asia to conduct a survey of 16 college and university 


SiJiLonaraes in the Nar Hast; 
7.5 * * 
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Children in Christian day sehools and Sunday sahools in Japan have given 
two and a half million yen, about $7,000, toward the construction of a new 
hospital for lepers in northern India. A cheque for that amount was pre- 
sented to an official of the Japan Leprosy Mission at a special. ceremony 
held recently in the Christian Centre at Gina, a Tokyo suburb. The chil- 
dren's fund-raising campaign was sponsored by the National Christian Council 
of Japan as part of its annual Christian Kducation Week observance. 


* * * 


The.Greck government refuses to ratify the Greek Orthodox Church's 
decision to reinstate former Archbishop Iakovos as Metropolitan of Attica 
and Megaris, Professor Grigoris Kasimatis, Minister of Religion and Educa- 

tion, has announced, 
x * »* 

The annual meeting of the Australian Council of Churches has again 
urged the Australian government to take steps to change the unequal condi- 
tions under which European and non-European immigrants are treated. Noting 
that the latter can only in exceptional circumstances become naturalized in 
‘less than 15 years, it said such discrimination was not only un-Christian, 
but politically unnecessary and gave offence to "our Asian neighbours", 

The Council also called upon all local congregations "to investigate the 
possibility that it may be its-Christian duty and responsibility to puild 
or purchase appropriaté accommodation, for rent or sale to immigrant 
families and others affected by the. housing shortage"... 


* * 


Dr. Martin Nieméller, head of the Evangelical Church of Hesse and 
Nassau, and one of the presidents of the World Council of Churches, is 
making a lecture and preaching tour of the United States. His itinerary 
includes New York City and cities in nine other states. Dr. Nieméller's 
last visit to the United States was in’ the spring of 1962, when he conducted 
a manth-long series of lectures. 


ce * * 


The .US Supreme Court has rejected an appeal of four local Congregational 
churches which objected to a merger of their denomination with the Evangeli- 
.cal and Reformed Church in the creation of the United Church Of Clr 8 ta 
Along with ten Congregational laymen, the churches had asked the Court to 
declare the consolidation invalid. They had contended that the merger 
would change their independent self-governing congregations into an authori- 
tative church governed by ecclesiastical bodies. EPS, Geneva 
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Speoial Report 


ANGLICANS-METHODISTS PROPOSE 
THEIR UNITY IN ONE CHURCH 


(London) - The Church of England and the Methodist Church have jointly 
issued a proposal that they be united in one church. 


The proposal is the result of six and a half years of official conver- 
Sations by a committee of 12 Anglicans and eight Methodists. Four of the 
Methodist representatives have signed a minority report in which they 
express doubts of the proposals. 


Before ultimate union is possible, the Committee believes there must 
be a preliminary stage lasting for some years - perhaps as many as 40 - 
during which the two churches would enter into full communion with one 
another while retaining their distinct life and identity. The Church of 
England has a baptized membership of 27,000,000 persons. The Methodist 
Church has 723,529 members. 


The proposal advanced would involves 


- Reoonciliation of the two churches in a service for which a form is 
suggested and which includes the integration by reciprocal action of their 
existing ministries. 


- Acceptanee by the Methodist Church of episcopacy in continuity with the 
historic episcopate and the practice of episcopal ordination for its minis- 
ters in the future. 


- Provision of means by which the churches, during the period of full 
communion, could cooperate and grow together by consultation, common action, 
and common devotion at all levels. 


On this basis, the report says, "we believe that our two churches cvuld 
Share free participation in sacramental life and worship, without doubt or 
scruple and, at the same time, as a necessary accompaniment and expression 
of this common sacramental life, share also in one another's pastoral and 
evangelistic concerns. At this stage the two churches would remain parallel 
entities, each with its own characteristics and forms of worship, with their 
representatives meeting regularly together, the ministries and sacraments of 
each being acceptable and available to the other," 


The procedure for implementing the first stage would begin with the 
holding of a proposed service of reconciliation. This has been constructed 
on the principle that there should be a formal reception of the members and 
ministers of each church by accredited representatives of the other, per- 
formed in such a way as would enable each member to communicate and each 
bishop, priest, and minister to officiate in either church. 


Rach of these services, the report says, "shall be conducted by a 
bishop of the Churoh of England in virtue of an Act of Convooation, and by 
a minister appointed by the Methodist Churoh". On behalf of both churches » 
there would be read the Declaration of Intention,a concise statement setting 
forth a pledge for unity. 


The succeeding service, a somewhat lengthy one, provides first for the 
reception of the Methodist people and ministers by the Church of England, 
and then the reception of the bishops.and other members of the Church of 
England by the Methodist Church. It is assumed that after this service has 
been hela there will be full communion between the two churches and as close 
an integration of their life and work as may be possible until the time when 
complete union can be brought about. 


No. 8 - lst March, 1963 eune ae 12 


As soon as possible after the service of reconciliation, the report 
Says, there will follow the consecration of certain Methodist thinisters to 
the episcopate, and thereafter ordinations in the Methodist Churth will be 
performed by bishops assisted by other ministers. The reportiadda:s Vitae 
desirable that before this. happens the Church of England and the Methodist 
Church should joinvly revise, their respective ordinals. so that by the use 
of a service of ordination which is common to both churches unity may be 
‘furthered and ground for suspicion and criticism removed." 


In the serond stage of the proposals for the organic union of the two 
churches it is assumed that the united chureh would be free to settle its 
own forms of doctrine, worship, and discipline, to appoint its own officers, 
and to settle disputes in its own courts "with the same degree of freedom 
from state control as is now possessed Dy thencnerch Of oC gland er PCa. 
the report acknowledges; "will involve a radical revision and repeal of the 
Acts of Parliament by which- the Church of Hngland is now governed". - 


The report must now be ratified by the central constitutional bodies of 
the two churches. It is expected it will be presented to the Church of 
England in May at the Convocations of Canterbury and York. The Methodist 
Conference will. receive it in July. 


The Committee suggested ‘that by 1965 the churches, through these bodies, 
may be ready to say whether they accept the proposals, and if the answer is 
favourable, how they would wish to proceed to their practical implementation. 


The four dissenting Methodists rejected the proposal largely on their 
inability to accept the Anglican doctrine of the "historic episcopate". While 
making it clear that they seek unity, they said they "do not believe that it 

is to be found in.a scheme which, though well intentioned, is in principle 
’ sectarian and exclusive, and would in practice lead to zertain division in 
the Methodist Church, and could conceivably lead to division in the Church 
of England also". 


The report has been the subject of numerous articles and editorials: 


on re acta ene ee 


muddle", 


It adds: "It is hard to believe that either Church or Chapel is fully 
prepared for it, or for the responsibility which now devolves on the humb1l- 
est members. England has always seemed, ecumenically speaking, the hardest 
nut to-crack. Now having led the world in the proliferation of Christian 
divisions, she has a sudden chance to be among the first to resolve them. . , 
Together (the two churches) surely can bring this thing to pass." 


The Times in’an editorial titled "Union No Panacea", warned that: "Union 
atone is not Snough" and that the réal enemy is apathy in the churches. "If 
there is to be union it must not’ be to make the Church of England a yet more 
indeterminate and amorphous body. The liberty of the church, so long one of 
its glories, must not degenerate further into indi tTerence. ss). 


Another commentator was Canon Max Warren, general secretary of tthe Church 
Missionary Society (Anglican), who in a letter published in The Methodist 
Recorder before the report was issued wrote that the attitudes adopted to- 
wards the reports will have far-reaching consequences in the thinking of 
_ church leaders in other parts of the world. Noting that both the Methodist 
‘and Anglican churches are "mother churches of two widely-scattered families", 
he wrote: "One of the crucial questions each one’ of us has to ask: himself dur- 
ing the forthcoming debate is this: !How will the final decision best help the ~ 
winning of the peoples of Africa for Christ: how best help in presenting 


Christ to Asia?i" | EPS, Geneva J 
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ARCHBISHOP NIKODIM SAYS PROBLEMS OF USSR CHRISTIANS 
SAME AS THOSE OF CHURCHES IN THE REST OF THE WORLD 


(Denver, Ca.) - Archbishop Nikodim, who is heading a delegation of Russian 
churchmen visiting the United States, has told a press conference here that 
the problems faced by Christians in Russia are no different from those 
encountered by church bodies in other parts of the world. (See EPS No. 7) 


Stressing that religious liberty is guaranteed by the Soviet law, he 
said that Russian churchmen "get indignant over the attempts of the champions 
of the cold war to distort the picture of the real position of religion in 
our country. 


Woah CeLeOus le Sala, "LOr purpapes OF (propaganda! so'alien. toy tne’ > 
interests of the Church, seek to present the problems of the existence of 
the Church in a secularized society - which are common for the whole of 
Christendom today - as an indication of the alleged lack of freedom of reli- 
gion under the conditions of socialism." 


Carrying on the work of the Church in the USSR "requires normal rela- 
tions with the State", he commented, noting that although relations between 
the Church and State are supervised by government councils which are respon- 
sible to the Council of Ministers of the USSR, the main task of these 
councils is "to see to it that the liberty of conscience is observed in our 
country and that all questions raised by the ‘supreme church authorities are 
properly solved". 


Archbishop Nikodim, president of the Moseow Patriarchate'!s Department 
of External Church Affairs, is heading a 16-man delegation visiting-here at 
the invitation of the National Council of Churehes. 


iblished under the auspices of: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
omen’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


1e aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
ovements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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Besides the Russian Orthodox Church, delegates represent the Georgian 
Orthodox Church, Armenian Church, ivangelical Lutheran Churches of Estonia 
and Latvia, and the Union of Evangelical Christians (Baptists). 


Archbishop Nikodim also explained that all churches in the soviet Union 
are supported by voluntary contributions from their members and that they do 
not get grants from the State. 


He praised the quality of spiritual life in the Orthodox Church, noted 
that the church takes an active part in the work of the World Council of 
Churches, and said the "spirit of genuine ecumenism" permeates its relations 
with churches in other countries", HPS, Geneva 


WCC GRADUATE SCHOOL STUDENTS 

TO VISIT ECUMENICAL CENTRES | | a 
(Geneva) - Thirteen of the 43 students at the 11th session of the World 
Council of Churches! Graduate School, which has just ended, are rounding off 
their four and a half months acedenic study with three months as observers 
of various ecumenical. programmes in Europe. vs; 


The programme, which is being tried out this year on an experimental 
basis, is an attempt to widen their understanding of ecumenical work, Dr. 
H.H. Wolf, school director, said. He commented that "the process of ecumeni- 


..cal..training can probably. be regarded as far more complete with this period 


of practical experience than would be the first semester at the school 
alone", 


He said that it will depend on whether this first experiment is success-— 
ful whether such a period will become an official part of future Graduate 
School sessions. 


The students will spend time at European lay academies, industrial 
missions, centres of refugee work in Greece and Austria, and at WCC offices. 
Following the three months! observer period, they will return to the school 
for a ten-day session to evaluate their experiences. 


. The 43 students at the llth session of the Graduate School came from 20 
countries of five continents and represented 10 churches. Their study themes 
for the course were "Worship and Daily Life" and "Fastern Orthodoxy". The 
courses were conducted by the directors of the school and several guest 
lecturers. The school is affiliated to the University of Geneva, 
: . EPS, Geneva 


METHODISTS, ANGLICANS BEGIN 
UNITY TALKS IN SOUTH AFRICA 


(Capetown) - Discussions aimed at the eventual union of the Church of the 


Province of South Africa’ (Anglican) and the Methodist Church.of South Africa 
are under way here, 3 


This was disclosed in a joint statement issued by Dr. Joost de Blank, 
Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, and the Rev. D.J. Dugmore, president of the 
Methodist Conference in South Africa. | hae | cs 


~ 
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Their statement came in the wake of reports from Great Britain of a two 
stage plan for uniting the Church of England and the Methodist Church in 
England and Wales. (See page 11) | 


The joint statement by the .South African churchmen said that the launch- 
ing of unity discussions in this country had been preceded by 18 months of 
ecumenical talks between representatives of the Anglican and Methodist bodies. 

“EPS, Geneva 


STUDY OF THHOLOGICAL POSITIONS: -— - id 9 
HELD "CONSTRUCTIVE, PROMISING" . 


(Chicago) - The second in a series of theological talks between representa- 
tives of Lutheran, and Reformed and Presbyterian churches was: described in 
a statement here as "constructive and promising". 


The statement, issued at the conclusion of the meeving, said the talks 
have served to clarify issues between the two Protestant traditions, "reveal-- 
ing significant areas of agreement and also pointing up differences: in 
position regarding which further study will be ee ts 


When the talks were originally announced, in October, 1961, ores 
for both groups stressed that they were to be purely theological explora- 
tions and that "union is not being discussed". 


Discussions at this meeting centred on the topic, "Gospel, Confession, 
and Seripture". Papers on the subject were presented by Dr. Warren A. 
Quanbeox of Luther Theological Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. pea and Dr. 
George S. Hendry of Princeton Theological Seminary, N.J. (USA), — 


Acting in his capacity as ‘secretary of the North American Area of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance, Dr. James I. McCord, president,of Princeton» _ 
Seminary, issued the invitation for the talks to the executive committce of 
the National Lutheran Council. 


Also involved in the talks are the Lutheran Chur«h-Missouri Synod, 
which is not a member of the National Lutheran Council, and Reformed and 
Presbyterian bodies which are not affiliated with the Alliance. 


‘hha first meeting in the series of talks was held last February in New 
Tor, the. third meeting 1's scheduled, February 27-March 1, 1964, in’ New 
io ah aie - «HPS, Geneva 


BRITISH, AMBRICAN METHODISTS 
IN BURMA BACK UNION 


(Rangoon) - A proposal to bring together British and US Methodist churches 
of Burma into one autmomous body gained impetus here when both churches gave 
their approval at recent annual meetings. Union thus becomes dependent upon 
agreement of the parent churches in England and the United States. 


The Burma Annual Conferenc2 met here to register its approval, subject 
to the decision of the 1964 General Conference of The Methodist Church in 
the US. The British Methodist Synod, meeting in: Mandalay, endorsed the 
union, pending approval of its parent body. 


Negotiations have been in progress for some time. Plans discussed here 
indicate that an autonomous Methodist Church of Burma would evolve in the 
pattern followed by new Methodist churches in Korea, Mexico, and Brazil. 

EPS, Geneva 
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BERLIN MISSION SYNODS 
UNITE IN SOUTH AFRICA 


(Pretoria, South Africa) - Two Lutheran synods, developed out of work by the 
Berlin Mission Society, with a combined membership of about 80,000, have 
voted to unite into a body called the Evangelical Lutheran Church - Trans- 
vaal Region. 


The united body, with headquarters here, is expected to begin function- 
ing by the middle of this year. It has already held its constituent assembly 
and onosen as its first bishop the Rev. P.G. Pakendorf, Berlin Mission 
superintendent of the former Southern Transvaal Synod, who will be consecra- 
ted later this year. 


The chureh will have 70 ordained ministers including 15 missionaries. 
Its reorganization into six districts, each headed by a dean, is now under 
way. 


The new united church is the second to be constituted on a regional 
basis under the comprehensive nation-wide unification plan completed by 
Lutherans in southern Africa in 1955. The first was the South Hastern 
Region Church, formed in mid-1960 to serve the Zulu, Xhosa, and Swazi South 
Africans, EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT EDITOR CALLS US 
CHINA POLICY "INEFFECTIVE" 


(Toronto, Ont.) - The US policy of non-recognition and isolation of “the 
Peoples! Republic of China is "dilatory and ineffective", Dr. Harold HR. Fey 
of Chicago, editor of The Christian Century, an ecumenical weekly, declared 
here, 


Addressing the annual meeting of the United Churenh of Canada's Board 
of Evangelism and Social Service, he said he knew no way to bring China 
into the world community, but believed a beginning should be made by bring- 
ing its rulers to confront world opinion in the United Nations General 
Assembly. 


Touching on several international sore spots and nuclear arms, Dr. Fey 
deelared that the US polioy of containment of Russia has resulted in a mutual 
containment. Both powers felt they must not relinquish, but must never use 
atomic weapons, he said. . 


Russia and the US, plus Britain, should come to some agreement at 
Geneva on nuclear testing, so that pressure could be brought to bear on 
China and France to do the same, Dr. Fey said, EPS, Geneva 


HOSPITAL IS DEDICATED 
ON ISLAND OF NIAS 


(Stuttgart) - Barely seven months after the arrival of the prefabricated 
building seotions at the port of Teluk Dalaam, at the southern point of the 
island of Nias, Indonesia, the new tropical hospital has been consecrated 
and handed over to the Evangelical Church of Nias. The 135-bed hospital, 
which is located at Hilisimaetan6, will provide.fthe medical needs of 35,000 
people’ living on the island, . a 
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The DM 1,800,000 ($ 453,400 ) required to build the hospital were coll- 
ected by the "Bread for the World" campaign of the German churches and is 
the largest project it has so far undertaken. The dedication ceremony was 
attended by over 5,000 people, including the Indonesian Minister of Health, 


In recent months the "Bread for the World" funds, totalling DM5,100,000 
($ 1,284,634), have been allocated to 434 new projeets in 20 countries, includ- 
ing an agricultural school in Ethiopia, a school for manual workers in 
Nigeria, and further consignments of food and medicines for east Algeria, 
EPS, Geneva 


WELSH FREE CHURCHES PUBLISH 
DRAFT OF UNION SCHEME 


(London) - The four major Free Churches in Wales - the Baptist, Methodist, 
Congregational, and Presbyterian - have issued a 3l-page suggested scheme 
for their eventual union. Proposed name for the new body would be "The 
United Church in Wales", 


Issued last week, the report is divided into two sections. The first 
considers "Steps Towards Union" and discusses "Why Union?", and the segond 
outlines the proposed scheme under the headings of Doctrine, Constitution, 
and the Ministry. : 


The scheme is in the nature of an interim report, published so that the 
churehes can know how far disoussions, whieh have been underway for four 
years, have progressed and can consider the broad outlines agreed upon thus 
ar. 


Under the scheme of union, the hope is expressed that union of the four 
denominations would "be the means of bringing a wider union into being". 
While it cannot be expected, the report says, that the different. branches 
of the Church would agree on every detail in their theology, and must allow 
freedom to disagree and to continue mutual discussion, the United Church of 
Wales would confess itself "to be part of the One, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church, the Body of Christ, in which are realized the gracious 
purposes of God in creation and redemption, and through it the grace of God 
in Christ is conveyed to men by the Holy Spirit". 


All members of the uniting churches would be members of the United 
Church of Wales. Local churches would receive new members, elect officers, 
impart instruction, invite ministers as pastors and recommend candidates for 
the ministry. 


It is not expected that a uniform method of organization will be rea- 
lized at once but the scheme suggests arranging churches into districts, 
determined by the Council of the United Church. District meetings would, 
among other things, exercise general superintendency, arrange pastoral 
charges, make arrangements for supplying the pulpits, superintend property 
and appoint representatives to the Council. There will not be, it appears, 
any direct representation to the Council from local churches. : 


The Council's task would include supervising the maintenance of the 
ministry, governing theological colleges, maintaining overseas and home 
missions, and determining matters relating to property, all of which, it is 
envisaged, would eventually be vested in the United Church. 


Churches would be arranged into "pastorates" by the district meeting, 
and every pastorate would have the right to call its own minister, — 


EPS, Geneva 
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ASIAN CHURCH LEADERS DISCUSS OVERALL TASK. 
IN FIRST OF THREE HACC "SITUATION CONFERENCES" 


(Madras) - Some fifty church leaders from India, Pakistan, and Ceylon meeting 
here have been warned that despite the Protestant churches! best efforts they 
are . losing ground to the Roman Catholic Church and to separatist sects, and 

are failing to keep pace with Asia's mounting birth rate, 


Two speakers stressed these problems in opening sessions of the first 
of three "situation conferences" being sponsored by the East Asia Christian 
Conference. Attending the nine-day conference, in addition to the Asian 
church leaders, are mission board representatives from the United Kingdom, 
North America, and Europe, and EACC and World Council of Churches staff. 
members. 


The Rt. Rev. John Sadiq, Bishop of Nagpur, of the Church of India, 
Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon, calling for ‘radical reformation and renewal" 
and "the ruthless pruning of dead wood", declared: “We must face the hard 
fact that the churches we represent are losing ground today while both the 
Roman Catholic Church and the separatist sects are forging ahead". 


Sounding a similar FEN the Rev. Alan A. Brash, BACC Inter-Church Aid 
seeretary, noted that Asia's 500 million population is increasing by 50, 000 
persons per-day. "Despite all our churches have done to serve them the 
misery and need of Asia's peoples increase. We as churches react by con- 
‘ducting introspective studies of ourselves and concentrating on the building 
up of the religious community, ewhich despite our best efforts refuses to- 

. grow", he declared. 


"We don't need any new ecumenical statements or lists of agreed princi- 
ples. We have talked too much. There is a whole series of ways and plans 
which give us direction for action strongly, evangelistic attion . together 
and we do not use them." 


He reminded his audiene> that the purpose of the conference was ''to plan 
action, arrange for administrative changes, and think out new policies of 
obedience, even if at some places this means closing down the operations we 
have inherited". 


Conference Bible study leader, Dr. Chandran Devanesen of Madras Chris- 
tian College, pointed to one of the problems. "Many younger churches suffer 
from a hang-over of victorianism and regard consecration as primarily a 
' giving-up of alcohol and tobacco", he said. ."We are all concerned about the 
soap-given exterior cleanliness in India today, but we are called to an 
inward purity within the texture of the life of our nations. As we Chris- 
tians move up in the world we as readily move away from our own people because 
we have lost our inner conseeration to God. What is broken in India today 
is the habit of obedience, and we modern Christians are an- undisciplined — 
people, . ." 


| Conference study is being focused on a series of questions formulated 
at an EACC meeting in Bangalore, India, in 1961, which authorized the confer- 
ences. These questions, designed to discover the ways in which "the overall 
task can be planned and carried. out by the total people of God in each area", 
include: -"What are the positions at the fronticr of the mission which must 
be held, at all costs?"; "What are the growing edges. of the Church's work 
and witness?": . "What are the thing which the churches have been doing which 
should now be given up?"; "Are there church activities which should be 
handed over to other agencies?"; "What are the churches! .new tasks?"s; 
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What are the implications of our denominational separation and our involve- 
ment in our respective families?"; and "What are the particular relation- 
ships and forms of administrative organization by.which the churches can better 
fulfil the calling to do together both the old things that should go on and 
the new things?" 


The Madras meeting is expected to produce an annotated agenda for local 
meetings of churches and their supporting missionary boards to be held after- 
wards. The agenda will list items requiring decision and include statements 
of conviction about the changes required. 


Chairmen of the Madras conference are the Rt. Rev. Chandu Ray, of 
Karachi, India, and the Rev. Denzil de Silva, of Ceylon. 


The two other "situation conferences" are scheduled in Tokyo, March 
8-15, and in Singapore, March 19-26. EPS, Geneva 


SUPPORT OF STATE URGED 
BY CAMEROON EVANGELICAL CHURCH 


(Douala) - The Evangelical Church in Cameroon has declared "its readiness 
to collaborate closely with the State in its own sphere" and to support the 
government's efforts "to build up and consolidate the State". 


In a statement issued here it said it welcomed the fact that "in the 
present circumstances, which are particularly difficult", the government has 
called upon the whole nation "to seek greater cohesion and unity". 


The church supports this appeal from the government, it said, and asks 
it "to see that, in this general movement towards greater unity, the basic 
liberties laid down in the universal Declaration of Human Rights are 
strictly observed at all times". 


4.,.-The church, also. called upon its members, especially those in public 
office, "to show themselves faithful and loyal both to God and to their 
sountry, and to resist all temptations in ERASE On be citizens worthy of the 
Lord". 


~The churoh also has sent a message to the United Presbyterian Church 
in the Cameroon in which it affirms that “our Protestant churohes in the 
Cameroon should make it their ultimate aim to form one united Protestant 
church". Admittedly, this aim can only be realized step by step, it says, 
but constant prayer should be offered for unity. The message suggested 
that regular meetings should be organized without delay between representa- 
tives of the different churches, and that fraternal delegates should be 
exchanged when synods or working commissions are held, so as to pave the way 
for organic unity. 


The Evangelical Church in Cameroon, which has 31,800 members, is the 
outcome of the work of the Paris Mission. The Presbyterian Church origin- 
ated as the result of work of US Presbyterian missions. It has 85,000 
members. EPS, Geneva 
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~EKD. SYNOD MBETING MAY NOT 
- INCLUDE BAST GERMAN LEADERS 


(Bielefeld, Germany) - Dr. Ernest Wilm, chairman of the Evangelical Church 
of Westphalia, has told reporters here that he holds out little hope that 
delegates from Hast German member churches will be granted visas to attend 
. the.meeting of the Synod of the Evangelical Church. in ROE TERY (EKD), sched- 
. uled ‘Mere, Maroh. 10-14. 


‘If the visas are not granted it. will be the first time in the synod's 
history that East German churches have not been represented. The Evangeli- 
eal Church of Westphalia is the host: church for the.meeting. EPS, Geneva 


WEST GERMAN PRESS CRITICAL OF 
BISHOP KRUMMACHER'S STATEMENT 


(Stuttgart) - A statement by Bishop Friedrich W. Krummacher of the Evangeli- 
cal Church of Pomerania (Bast Germany) that Germans must face the fact of 
the existence of two separate German states "whether they like it or not" 
has evoked lively discussion in the. West German press. (See EPS No. 8) 


Christ und Welt, a weekly published here, declared that the Bishop's 
statement has created "a fatal impression" in the minds of West Germans 
because it implies he "supports the policy of Herr Ulbricht", the DDR 
president. 


Even if his reference to the ech: of Bagi yt Rp te political facts -and 
clinging to illusions related primarily to the "changed conditions" confront- 
_ing East German churches, it said, it sounds as if he is advocating "a 
recognition of the Berlin wall ant of the theory of two separate German 
states". 


the West Berlin daily Der Tagesspiegel, in an article also ek ee of 
the Bishop's remarks, asked whether they imply "abandoning the organization- 
al unity of the Evangelical Church in Germany". 


The Sunday paper Die Kirche, which is edited by Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin-Brandenburg, urged West Germans to seek to "understand the action 
of. Hastern German church leaders in the light of their political background, 
and realize their concern to seck contacts, so that the division does not 


become broader". He noted that Bishop Krummacher, in a recent speech to the 
Pomeranian Synod, underscored the unity of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany. pote pies EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH LEADERS ASK ENACTMENT oF 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR LEGISLATION 


. (Paris) - French leaders, including the Hrasidént of the French Protestant 
Federation and the president of the Reformed Church, have sent an open letter 
to the’ French government asking its leaders to seek enactment of laws which 


would "on ‘no account leave conscientious objectors subject to military 
Sonim. , 


Signers of the letter, including persons of all confessions and from 
artistic, political, press, and educational circles, reminded the government 
that it had failed to keep its pledge made in July, 1962, to submit such a 
bill to the French legislature. 


No. 9 - 8th March, 1963 Avie arog 


The letter noted that such legislation giving legal status to conscien-~ 
tious objectors would "follow the example of the USA, Great Britain, and 
Germany in recognizing the heroic loyalty to an ideal", HPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION 


An "In Brief" item in issue No. 7, February 22, incorrectly stated 
that the first Protestant missionary arrived in Tahiti in 1863. The story 
should have stated that the first Protestant missionary from France arrived 
in that year. The first missionaries to Tahiti, a group of 17, sent by the 
London Missionary Society, had arrived. there sixty-six years carlier, on 
March 5, 1797. The LMS maintained its missionary work in Tahiti in spite 
of many difficulties until 1886, when its work was handed over to the Paris 
Mission, : 


IN BRIEF 


Theologian Karl Barth has been awarded the Danish Sonning Prize for 
his "services to Huropean civilization". The prize of 110,000 Danish Crowns 
($15,940) will be awarded April 19 at a ceremony at the University of 
Copenhagen. Previous recipients have included Igor Stravinsky and Sir 
Winston Churchill. 


* adh ras 


Dr. Sherwood Eddy, 92, a retired leader of the Young Men's Christian 
Association, died March 4 in Jacksonville, Illinois, USA. Mr. Eddy had 
begun his career as a missionary in India in 1896. In 1910 he became YMCA 
secretary for Asia. He retired in 1930. 


* * * 


The Rumanian Orthodox patriarchate in Bucharest is sending a repre- 
sentative to Jerusalem to administer its church property there, the Ruman- 
ian legation has informed the Israeli Foreign Ministry. 


Topi Reet et rae 


Pastor Klaus Wilm, the son of Dr. Ernest Wilm, chairman of the Evange- 
lical Church of Westphalia, has been appointed director af the "Token of 
Repentance" movement. The movement seeks reoonciliation between Germany 
and countries it occupied during the war by doing volunteer work ona 
variety of projects. 


* * * 


The Pope has been awarded the Balzan peace prize by the Balzan Founda- 
tion jury for his activities on behalf of fraternity between men and peoples. 
The international jury was unanimous in its decision, the four Russian 
members, including the composer Shostakovich, voting in favour of the award 
to the Pope. The foundation, established in memory of an Italian journalist, 
who died in Switzerland, by his daughter, held its inaugural ceremony in 


Berne last year. 
*¥ * * 
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The new director of the Swedish Protestant Mission in the Congo will be 
Mr. Jaspar Kimpolo. .He succeeds the Swedish pastor, Hanne Lundgren, who 
has returned to Sweden after 42 years! service in the Congo. Mission head- 
quarters are located in Brazzaville. 


Ticly. Phase tat 


The Orthodox monastery at Rila, Bulgaria, has been turned into a 
museum. A government announcement said the action was taken because the 
monastery was ‘historically important, architecturally original, and of 
scientific and artistic value". 


* * * 


The Fellowship of Reconciliation has called upon the US Congress to 
end peaea-time military conscription by allowing the present draft law to 
expire as scheduled in June of this year. The statement also urged all 
citizens to make known to the Congress their opposition to "forced servitude 
of young men in what should be a.free society". 


* * * 


Archbishop Makarios, president of Cyprus and head of the Greek Orthodox 
community there, may visit Pope John XXIII during a scheduled visit to Rome 
in May, it has been reported. Observers said that Archbishop Makarios would 
go to Rome in his capacity as head of the Cyprus government and as such 
could call on the Pope without consulting other Orthodox leaders. They 
said that if he does visit the Pope, he will be the first head of an auto- 
cephalic Eastern Orthodox Church to do so. 


ee ae 


It has been revealed that East German authorities refused to grant 
permission to Dr. Martin Niemoller, president of the Chureh of Hesse-Nassau, 
to visit Naumburg (Saale) on February 9, where he planned to confer with 
leaders of the theological seminary of the Evangelical Chureh of Saxony. 

No reasons for the refusal were given Dr. Niemodller, who had been granted 
entry permits to Eastern Germany several times last year, 


* * * 


A stained glass window representing Advent has been presented by the 
Protestant Episeopal Chunch in the US to the recently restored Old Catholic 
church in Heidelberg, Germany, as a sign of unity and of cooperation between 
the two churches. The Protestant Episcopal Church’has many chaplains work- 
ing in Germany. FIL 
5) es ee 

A campaign, begun last autumn by the Norwegian Bivle Society with the aim 

of getting every Norwegian home to have a new copy of the Seriptures, has 


already shown impressive results, the Society reports. Last year's.sales of 
full Bibles, it said, totalled 42,186, an increase of 20 per cent. over 1961. 


* ¥ ae 


Church World Service has flown some 8,000 Cuban refugees from Miami, 
Florida, for resettlement in other US cities in its "Flights in Freedom" 
programme. The agency, relief arm of the National Council of Churches, has 
conducted 543 flights in all. EPS, Geneva 


No. 9 = 8th March, 1963 2 ath) 


Special Report 


‘ PIRST REACTIONS REPORTED TO 3 oa 
ANGLICAN, METHODIST UNITY PLAN 


(London) - The newly~announced plan for uniting the Anglican and Methodist 
churches in England and Wales has brought forth a variety of comments fron. 
many church leaders. 


The Anglican Archbishop of Wales, Dr. A.E. Morris, commenting that "the 
acceptance of these proposals would require the Church in Wales to make far- 
reaching changes in its constitution", noted that nevertheless "the possi- 
-bility of bringing together again Anglieans and Methodists, who parted 
company very reluctantly and who have never quite lost their feeling of 
spiritual kinship, is an exciting one, and we should all hope that a way of 
restoring our outward unity will emerge from these proposals". 


The Rev. J.D. Ashplant, superintendent minister of the. Methodist Central 
Mission in Hdinburgh, said: "It should be pointed out that the position in 
Scotland differs from that which obtains in England in that: the Episcopal 
Church in Scotland is an autonomous province of the Anglican Church and is 
therefore master in its own house. 


"That would seem to indioate the advisability of setting up parallel 
conversations in Seotland between the Methodist Church and the Episcopal 
Church, though it does not follow that such conversations would reach. the 
same majority conclusion as that reached by their counterparts in England..." 


The Rev. E. Benson Perkins, associate seeretary of the World Methodist 
Council, said it would be a mistake to think that the report would be readily 
or immediately accepted. "From many points of view it will cause grave 
concern to many Methodists", he Said. "I am not suggesting that the pro- 
posals will ultimately be rejected, but they will require not months but 
years of discussion." 


The Bushop of Bristol, Dr. Oliver ,Tomkinsy,.welecomed,.the report "as a 
basis for very careful and full’ consideration in our two churches at every 
level", 


The Bishop of Bath and Wells, the Rt. Rey. E.B. Henderson, .saids., “1 
shall do all 1 can to forward the aims of the repornt., 1 receive it, warmly, 
Anything that leads us towards. , .organic unity is most welcome." 


' The Provost of Birmingham, the Rt. Rev. George Sinker, former Bishop of 
Nagpur, said: "I think this is the finest opportunity we have had since we 
turned John Wesley out of the Church of England. .. There will be some 
dissenting voices among the extremists on both sides, but I think it will 
be generally accepted." 


Church of Scotland theologian, Dr. T.F. Torranoe of the University of 
Edinburgh, writing in the February 26 issue of The British Weekly, praised 
the "very fine Christian spirit" of the report. He wrote: "If Methodists 
and Anglicans do not go ahead with this, will it not mean that they put a 
greater value on their own sectarian prejudices than on reconciliation 
bought with the blood of Jesus Christ... .? This report appears to take 
justification by Christ alone seriously, and so to set Christ and His Gospel 
squarely in the centre. Rejection of it on the grounds of some inviolable 
Methodist or Anglican notions would mean the rejection of justification - 
and .OF Christ. 
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"The Bible declares that God created the whole of the human race from 
one single man, that He created man in His own image, and that therefore 
every human being, whatsoever face he has and whatsoever language he speaks, 
is a bearer of the image of God, There is a unity of the human race, and 
this is of infinitely greater significance than the differences." But. it 
warned, "It is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to hold on to the 
unity of the human race, whenever belief in Jesus Christ is absent", 


The letter called on congregations to expose as "dangerous myths" 
certain raciel considerations "which present themselves as being scientific", 
and to seek to clear away all fallacies and misunderstandings in relation to 
race and racial differences, It also urged "investigation of the psycho- 
logical backgrounds of race consciousness", EPS, Geneva 


BRAZILIAN CHURCHES PLAN FIVE-YEAR 
CHURCH & SOCIETY &£ OT TON /STUDY PROJECT 


(Umrarama, Brazil) - The Evangelical Confederation of Brazil has sect cn 
a consultation to prepare plans for e five-year study and action project on 
Problems of Church and Society in Brazil. Twenty church leaders and the 
staff of the Confederation met in Umuarama, February 28 to March 2, to con- 
sider the plans in the light of its ere ean’ situation of $oe church in 
Brazilian society. — 


The Consultation decided to recommend to the Confederation that its 


future work be concentrated on the theme: "The Task of the Church: in the. 


Humanization of National Development". Five sub-themes were selected for 
emphasis during the five-year period: 1) Christian study of the national 
three-year development plan; 2) Population problems and economic develop- 
ment; 3) Conditions of life in the city and rural areas; 4) The national 
education situation; and 5) The political situation in a time of intensive 
national ‘development. 


. The Rev. Peul Abrecht, representing the Department on Church and Society 
‘of the World Council of Churches, speaking at a concluding session of the 
Consultation, said that the discussions had revealed a dramatic change in 

the outlook of: the Brazilian churches on questions of eek e's responsi- 
bility in society. 


"Pive years ago we in the World Council seemed to be coaxing you, and 
urging you to share in the worldwide ecumenical enterprise of study on social 
questions... Now.the situation is reversed and you are pressing us to take up 
new issues which we would never have discovered by ourselves... We now depend 
on you as much as you depend on us. That is a more realistic and desirable 
ecumenical situation." | a 3 | é 


The Consultation also discussed at length questions raised by some of 
the younger pastors attending concerning dissatisfaction of the youth in 
their churches who charge that the Brazilian churches are "out of date" in 
their thinking and action on social questions. : 


Consultation leaders agreed the>2 should be more opportunities for youth 
and church leaders to discuss these questions together. The Consultation 
specifically urged that new literature be prepared which would help answer 
the questions of youth confronted by new social and ideological challenges. 

EPS, Ceneva 
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ARCHBISHOP REPORTS RUSSIAN ORTHODOX 
SUPPORT OF ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


(San Francisco) - Archbishop Nikodim, president of the Moscow Patriarchate's 
Department of External Church Affairs, told newsmen here that the Russian 
Shae Church "wants to facilitate the unity of the churches". Pe ihs 


"fe live. in an ecumenical age'"', he said, in which the churches.are. 
"endeavouring to come close to each other to achieve the wish of the Lord 
that ‘All may be one!", 


aie Archbishop Nikodim is heading a 16- member delegation of Soviet hike 
visiting the United States at the invitation of the National Council of 

Churches. (See EPS No. 9.) He visited San Francisco with four members of 

the group. Uther members of the delegation are on a tour of other cities. 


Archbishop Nikodim told the reporters that the Russian Church 'does not 
Mia it pols ts oS. He said that there have been cases "of the servants of 
the Church being condemned, but not for church activity, for their political 
actavity”. | 

He added: "I cannot say that I have felt at any time that the govern- 
ment has taken an oppressive attitude towards clergy who are loyal tc the 
State". 


He said there were no statistics about the number of Orthodcx in the 
Soviet but there are about 240 students in the Orthodox graduate seminary 
in Moscow and a somewhat smaller number in the seminary at Leningrad, which 
also has 300 correspondence students 


The number of adherents, he said, is "stabilized", adding that there 
have been.ups and downs in church attendance, depending upon the increase cr 
decrease in "atheistic propaganda", -But he said this is found "all through- 
out history". 


Asked if there were Communists in the Orthodox Church, Archbishop 
Nikodim said that according to the constitution of the Communist Parvy, all 
members must be atheists and that therefore it was impossible for party 
members to PexOney to the Orthodox Church, 


Earlier in a press interview in Denver, Colorado, eee Vitaly M. 
Borovoy, professor at the Leningrad Theological Seminary, replying tc 
questions about the status of Jews in the Soviet Union, said that-all 
religions are treated alike by the Soviets Government and that "Jewish groups 
have the same legal standing with the State the Russian Orthodox Church has. 


"On the moral side, history has shown the Russian Orthodox clergy has 
the highest regard for the Jewish population", he said. The German: occupa- 


tion showed this attitude... "I personally took part in saving lives, and I 
know the names of priests who died because of what they did to help, but 
this did not stop us. From this terrible period we came out brothers, and 


we will not turn aside," 


Later in Buffalo, New York, one of the group, the Rev. A.N. Stoyan, of 
the Union of Evangelical Christians (Baptists) told newsmen that 25 to 30 
per cent of those attending churches in the USSR were young people, most of 
them girls and young women. EPS, Genevs 
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wec ASKS PRAYERS FOR 
FAITH AND ORDER CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) - An appeal to Christians to pray for the forthcoming World Confer- 
ence on Faith and Order has been issued by the World Council of Churches. 


The conference on Christian unity will be held in Montreal, Canada, 
July 12-26 on the campus of McGill University. It is the fourth in a 
series of world meetings designed to "promote the unity of Christ's Church 
and to study the deep issues which continue to divide it into confessions 
and denominations", 


The Prayer Card "asks for your prayers, both Weal. and rane the. con- 
ference, believing that this common enterprise is part of the obedience to 
Jesus Christ who is our peace, and that it needs support from Christian men. 
and women of every church", 


Copies of the card and of a Bible study book Bs for lpoak churches 
wishing to study the issues of the conference are available from the Geneva an‘ 
New York offices of WCC. The study. book, "He Is Our Peace", contains eight 
Bible studies and sells for 1 Sw. fr. Both the card and study bock are 
available in English, French, and German. A Spanish version of the book is 
also being prepared. EPS, Geneva 


REPORT LAUDS. FAITH OF RUSSIAN 
CHRISTIANS IN FACE OF RESTRICTIONS 


(New York). ~-."The persistence of religious belief in one-quarter of the 
adult population of the Soviet Union 45 years after the Revolution consti- 
tutes a fundamental contradiction of ee theory", an expert on: sat a. 
Eastern Churches has stated here. RSH 


Dr. Paul B. Anderson, special consultant to the Department. of Inter- 
national Affairs. of the National Couneil of Churches, which is host this 
week to a group of Russian churchmen, described the situation of Lisp e 
Christians in a report issued last week. 


"Many thousands of clergy and lay Christians have suffered in Soviet 
penal institutions and labour camps", said Dr. Anderson, "and the experience 
is used as a threat by the Party and Government", He pointed out that - 
Soviet law prohibits any religious activity other than worship, which must 
take place in churches, and all philanthropic and educational work is for- 
bidden. 


Only in fassnoranie its "peace programme", pith eae that all Christians 

_ pray for peace, does the Party "welcome the participation of Soviet church- 
men", the report continued. "It is at this. point that (they) find thenm-. 
selves charged with being Soviet agents when they issue cr sign statements 
which press the Soviet SoA and assume a prominent place in 'peace'’ rallies 
abroad. " 


Dr. Anderson. described the faith of the Russian Christian people as 


"essentially faith in the Universal Church, the creed, and the experience of 
God's love", 


He estimated that there are 50 million "believers in God" in the Soviet 
Union today. In order of membership, the Christians belong to the Orthodox, 
Armenian, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Evangelical Christian (Baptist), and 
Reformed churches. Small groups of Jehovah's Witnesses and Pentecostals 
exist precariously. There are some 20 million Moslems and over two million 
ethnic Jews, although some of them, said Dr. Anderson, "may have rejected 
religious belief", : EPS, Geneva 
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LATIN AMERICAN LEADERS PLAN 
STUDY OF REVOLUTIONARY SOCIAL CHANGE 


(Buenos Aires) ~ Plans for a series of studies and consultations to prepare 

for the Second All-Latin American Conference on Church and Society scheduled 
in January 1965, were announced by the Latin American Commission (Junta) on 

Church and Society at its meeting here February 22-24. 


The Commission, formed at the First All-Latin American Conference on 
Social Questions held in 1961, is a cooperative body which brings together 
representatives of the national Christian councils of Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile, Mexico, and Uruguay for the purpose of common study and witness. 

Its chairman is Prof. Almir dos Santos, of Brazil. Its executive secretary 
is Mr. Luis Odell of Uruguay. Fifteen members of the Junta attended the 
Buenos Aires meeting. 


The new two-year programme of the Commission will include an interpre- 
tative study of three themes: (1) The Christian perspective on the relation 
between ideology and history in revolutionary societies; (2) A Christian 
critique of contemporary revolutions in Latin America (a study of the Mexican, 
Bolivian and Cuban revolutions and the present economic and industrial 
developments in Brazil); and (3) A theolngical-sociological study cof the 
structure of the Church in its relation to a revolutionary society, including 
an examination of the radical challenge to traditional forms ef parish life, 
the ministry, evangelism, and the service of the Church in Latin America. 


The Commission also outlined plans for a continuation of national con- 
sultations on Church and Society and the develrpment of national discussions 
on ethical issues and conflicts arising from fundamental changes in political 
and social life, and for further discussion of the Christian attitude in 
Latin America on hemispheric problems. 


Meetings scheduled include a Latin American Consultation on New Forms ef 
Christian Action and Service in the Midst of Social Change, to be held-in 
Rio de Janeirn, September 1963, and a consultation, possibly in early 1964, 
on the social problems and needs of the indigenous peoples. 


Also proposed is a second All-Latin American Conference on renner and 
Society to be held January 1965, with the theme, "Christ and His People in 
the Revolutionary Situation in Latin America". The Commission said the 
theme was chosen because it reflects the concern cf Latin American Christians 
to be fully involved in the political and social developments now taking 
place, recognizing that in doing so they are God's people called tc witness 
to a Kingdom which is in but not of the world". 


The Commission also confirmed the appoinkment of two staff members to 


direct the development of the programme. They are: Mr. Hiber Conteris:-of 
Uruguay , who was named assistant executive secretary, and Prof. Richard 
Shdull, who was named consultant for studies. Mr. Conteris will direct the 


study programme and edit the new journal of the Junta, "Christianity and 
Society" (Christianismo y Sociedad) which will appear three times yearly. 
BPS ’ Geneva 


at 
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SUDAN ADMITS MISSIONARY ; 
418 STILL IN COUNTRY 


(Khartoum) - The Sudanese Government has disclosed that 143 missionaries have 
left the country under “its missionary Sudanization scheme, and that 318 
remain. In spite of this, it has issued a visa to the Rev. John Clayton, 

of the Church Missionary Society (Anglican) so that he may join the staff at 
the Bishop Gwynne Theological College in the southern Sudan. 


The Minister of the Interior, Major-General Irwa, announcing this, 
denied that the Sudanese Government wanted to obliterate the Christian faith, 
"as has been recently alleged". The Government did‘not object to foreign 
“missiénaries entering the Sudan provided they trained Sudanese” to take their 
place and did not meddle with politics, he said. '-* 


The Rev. John V. Taylor, Africa Secretary of the cms, ney that the 
_. Boodety was deeply cia Aa de that os Clayton was to be allowed in. 
F . ee Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH OBSERVES 
LOOOTH ANNIVERSARY OF MT, ATHOS COMMUNITY 


(Istanbul) - The celebration of the 1000 anniversary of the establishment of 
the monastic community of Mt. Athos, Greece, founded in the year 963 by the 
holy monk Athanasios with the help of his patron, the Byzantine Emperor 
Nicephoros Phocas, began on Sunday, March 3, with a solemn service in the 
_ohuréh of ‘the Ecumenical ‘Patriarchate here, The Eoumenical Patriareh sherk 
members” of the Holy Synod officiated. | ne 


The ‘Archimandrite Constantine, OF Utkie Great Lavra, the senior monastery 
of Mt. Athos, as representative of the community, handed to His All-Holiness 
“the peeeT Erol Athenagoras a-méssage of greeting bearing the seals of the 
twenty Sovereign Monasteries of the Holy Mountain. 


The Patriarch, in reply, extolled the community's mission and nee eye 
that this year, on the occasion of the 1000th anniversary of its foundation, 
it will oncé more issue its appeal for Christian unity. EPS, Geneva 


‘BIBLE SOCIETY NAMES LORD FISHER 
AS FIRST ORDAINED PRESIDENT © 


(London) - Archbishop Lord Fisher of Lambeth will become the first ordained 

president of the British and Foreign Bible Society. The society has been 

without ‘a president since the death of Lord Sankey in eid nebsig Lord Fisher 
has been a vice-president since 1940. — ide des 


_An announcement said the society is at present “undergoing a period of 
intense growth and activity. Its headquarters, buildings in London are 
being. modernized. and extended, and there is an increase in the demand for 
Bibles... In 1962 the London section produced 5, 123,000 volumes and dis- 
patched from its warehouse 41,000 crates, cartons and packages weighing 
1,590 tons. Over 1000 people of many nations are working under society 
auspices on the new translations or the revision of old ones. EPS, Geneva 
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PRIEST STUDIES PROPOSED LAW 
TO BENEFIT SPANISH PROTESTANTS 


(Madrid) - Proposed. legislation to ease the situation of Protestants in 
Spain was discussed in an article in Ya, Madrid occupa daily, which obser- 
vers here described as pessimistic in tone. ot Pee 


The article was written by Father E. Guerrero, 8.J., who, after summing 
up the "historical conflicts" between Catholic Spain and Protestant countries, 
went. on to ask whether an "easy and even cordial getting-along-together spirit 
(between Catholics and Protestants) may not finally result in the playing down 
of Catholic requirements and aspirations, ending up in indifferentism". 


Father Guerrero estimated the number of Protestants in Spain at 15,000, 
but other sources claim there are more than 25,000 church members. © 


The article, which appeared in the wake of reports that suggested legis- 
lation by the Spanish government to ease the Protestant position in Spain is 
now under consideration by the Vatican, referred to the proposed legislation 
by asking: "Are we to grant equality before the law to both Catholics and 
non-Catholics? Is this all we have to do: remove certain limitations in 
the matter of proselytizing, public worship, atagerine ee cemeteries, the 
training of pastors, schools?". | 


'The priest indicated he was in favour pag Sfp bev hot a little 
Protestants by ceasing to make it compulsory for Protestants in military 
service to attend Mass, making marriage formalities for non-Catholics easier, 
-and authorizing schools for Protestants under Protestant management where 
the number of. Protestants justifies it. 


However, he said, he considered that "these concessions, and even more 
extensive ones, will not satisfy those bringing international pressure to bear 
upon Spain, whose aim is absolute equality between Catholics and Protestants. 


Until. whey achieve this”, He said, “they will go on repeating that the 
individual (in Spain) is not respected and that there is religicus perse- 
cution. 


The observers said they regarded Father aerate ty article as Soeisaeiae 
persistence in some church circles of opposition to any rapprochement with 
Protestants. | However, they pointed ‘out that this viewpoint was not univer- 
sal among the Spanish hierarchy. 


In February, Bishop Pedro Cantero Cuadrado of Heulva declared that new 
legislation easing restrictions against the Protestant minority:would be - 
"perfectly compatible" with the "Catholic unity of Spain and the confessional 
character of the Spanish state". (See EPS No. 7.) EPS, Geneva 


JEWISH LEADER WELCOMES 

KHRUSHCHEV STATEMENT 

(New York) - Dr. Nahoum Goldman, president of the World Jewish Congress, has 
welcomed "the vigorous condemnation of anti-semitism" expressed by Russian 


Premier Khrushchev in a recent letter to the English philosopher, Bertrand 
Russell. 


Dr. Goldman said the letter is of primary importance because it is "the 
first time that the head of the Soviet Government has made a public statement 
about the life of the Jews in the USSR... It is to be hoped that this marks 
the beginning of a new attitude towards the Jewish problem", he added. 

EPS, Geneva 
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METHODIST MINISTERS FAST TO PROTEST 
UNIVERSITY'S APARTHEID REGULATIONS 


(Durban) = A negro and two white Methodist ministers conducted a four-day 
fasting vigil on the steps of Natal University here in protest against the 
university's apartheid regulations, which make it impcssible for the African 
to continue his theological studies in South Africa. 


In a joint interview the ministers charged that the university is 
"becoming a white tribal college and is no longer a phase detp ahh according to 
the principles and traditions of western civilization", 


Their protest reportedly had strong support from university students 


and clergymen of other churches. The ban against ncn-white students, which 
also applies to other South African universities, has been in effect since 


met SOO en x: EPS, Geneva 


‘EKID SYNOD MEETS FOR FIRST TIME 
WITHOUT EAST GERMAN REPRESENTATIVE VES 


(Berlin) -~ One-third »f the seats were empty when the Synod ef the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKIL) opened its meeting here this week. East German 
authorities had refused to grant travel permits to East German members, thus 


making it the first Synod meeting in history in which they were not repres- 
ented. . 


Addressing an opening session, Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover emphasized 
how bitterly the West German churchmen regretted the absence of their cole 
leagues. The situation is extremely "unnatural", he said. "The only thing 
which makes the present division tolerable is the followship of faith which 
exists between all Protestant Christians throughout Germany." 


Prases Kurt Scharf of Berlin, also stressing the unity. of the church, 
said that this unity is still fully recognized by Last German member churches 
and they continue to regard the EKID Council and Synod as the organs "most 
entitled to represent our entire church". 


The last synod meeting was held in February, 1961, in West Berlin seven 
months before the oreotion of the Berlin woll in August cf the same year. 
Theme of this meeting is mission work and diaconal service. EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN REORGANIZES 
UNITY SECRETARIAT 


(Rome) = The Vatican Secretariat for the Promoticn of Christian Unity hag 
decided to divide its work into two sections: one responsible fer relations 
with the Protestant churches, and one responsible for relations with nhe 
Hastern Orthodox churches, 


An announcement said the first section will be directed by Msgr. Jean- 
Frangois Arrighi, and.the second by Father Durpey. EPS, Geneva 
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SPAIN RECOGNIZES 
BRITISH BIBLE SOCIETY 


(Madrid) - The Spanish Government has authorized the British ge Foreign 
- Bible Society tio resume its actiivities in that country. The approval marks 
. the first formal government recognition of the Society. . 


The Society has had work in the country since 1912, but it has been 
suspended on several occasions, most recently in the late 1940's when 
government officials confiscated supplies on charges that the Society was 
illegally printing and selling "propaganda" materials. 


To avoid future incidents, a government announcement said, and te en- 
able the Society to conform to-Spanish regulations, the Foreign Ministry and 
Society officials have agreed to an arrangement, which also has the approval 
of Spanish ecclesiastical authorities. EPS, Geneva 


FREE CHURCH SYNOD WITHDRAWS 
FROM FRENCH FEDERATION» 


(Cannes). - The Synod of the Union of Free Protestant Churches of France has 
decided to withdraw from the french Protestant Federation because of "serious 
differences concerning doctrine, the concept of the Church, and the idea of 
Christian unity". 


An announcement said it took the action because it did not wish to con- 
tinue. links: with "permanent bodies pte | Re Cannan from its: frevdom nee 
serve a minority. group". 3 


The Union. of Free Churches dates from 1849 | and has about. mA 000 members. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Anglican Church of West Africa will achieve full independence on 
March 1 after’ 120 years of administration from the United Kingdom. An 
official of the:..West Africa Church said that although the church has been a 
separate province of the Anglican communion since 1951 and for the past: five 
years "we have for all practical purposes been independent, official approval 
for important matters still had to be obtained from Canterbury". Now all 
matters previously referred to the Archbishop of Canterbury will’ come under 
the jurisdiction of Archbishop C.J. Patterson of West Africa. 


* * re 


The possibility of the cooperation of the Coptic Church cf Ethicpia with 
the Prague Peace-Conference was discussed by Dr, Martin Niemédller, president 
of the Church of Hesse-Nassau, Germany, and Coptic Patriarch Wasilius, during 
the German churchman's recent visit in Addis Ababa. During his visit Dr. 
Niemoller also was received by Emperor Haile Selassie who took a "positive 
view" of the prospects: of Bog pesets with wee ee Dr. Nieméller 
told reporters later, i Hi 


Gig Vane ee 
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Cangregations of the six US churches involved in. the Consultation on 
Church Union, scheduled at Oberlin, Ohio, March 19-21, have been asked to 
participate, preferably on Sunday, March 17, in a general prayer for a unity 
-of spirit. The six churches are: The Methodist Church, the United Presby- 
terian Church, the United Church of Christ, the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
and Evangelical-United Brethren, and the Disciples of Christ. 


x * * 


In the midst of its five-year "advance" programme, the Japan Baptist 
Convention reports a total of 88 fully organized and self-supporting churches 
and prospects of having 94 by its annual meeting this summer. The goal is 
140. churches by 1965, double the 70 in the convention when the five-year 
programme was launched in mid-1959. . 


* * * 


A Polish archaenlegical mission working at Faras, 180 miles south of 
Aswan (UAR), in the campaign to save the Nubian monuments from the waters of 
the High Dam, has announced the discovery of a 7th century Coptic church 
buried 60 feet under an Islamic fortress built 1,000 years later. The .church 
is decorated with 123 Byzantine and Coptic fresenes of fresh and vivid colours, 
representing Jesus, Mary, and the Holy Family. Wit 


* * * 


Spain's leading Roman Catholic daily, Ya, in an article entitled 
"httention to Religious Needs of Tourists", urged that special services be 
provided for Protestants visiting this predominantly Catholic country. As 
the tourist season gets underway, the publication said, ''we owe personal 
services to foreigners, among them being religious services". The paper 
suggested that hotels and travel agencies give tourists information where 
Protestants may attend churches. It stressed that "no question of prosely- 
tizing is involved" in any services offered to non-Catholics. 


Be de ciel ae 


The Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber, associate director of the World Council cf 
Churches! Ecumenical Institute near Geneva, will deliver the 1963 Knubel- 
Miller Lectures of the Lutheran Church in America between April 18 and May 7. 
He will give six lectures on "Laymen and Pastors of the Militant Church" 
before denominational congregations and theological seminaries in major 
cities. Pastor Weber, a Swiss Reformed Church minister, is a former mission- 
ary in Indonesia and a former executive secretary of the wcC'!s Department on 
the Laity. { 


* * * 


Hearings have been postponed in Jerusalem until May 7 when ten students 
of a Jewish school there pleaded not guilty to a charge they participated in 
an attack on a Protestant missionary. institution. Target of the January 3 
attack was the Finnish Lutheran Mission's Shalheveyah besrding school. It 
came when scores of young people appeared outside carrying posters denouncing 
allegedly "aggressive. proselytizing" carried on by some Protestant groups, 
Charges of unlawful assembly, criminal trespass and assault causing damage 
to property were made against the ton young defendants, 


* * * 
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The Lutheran Church in America and two other US churches are cooperating 
to build a new hospital in Central Liberia, The Lutheran Church is con- 
tributing $1,415,000 of the cost and contributions of $110,000 and $75,000 
have been pledged by The Methodist Church and the Protestant Episcopal Church 
respectively. Construction of the 60-bed hospital is expected to begin 
immediately and to take about 18 months. The project is in cooperation with 
the Liberian government which has given 300 acres of land and pledged $75,000 
to the building fund. To be called the Phebe Hospital, it will be located 
120 miles from the capital city of Monrovia in the central Liberian community 
of Suakoko. 


* * * 


Representatives of the Church of Scotland and of the Church of Sweden 
will meet in Dunblane, Scotland, in April. Present will also be leaders of 
churches in Norway, Denmark, and Finland, and of Presbyterian’ churches in 
England, Ireland, and Wales. Host group will be the Inter-Church Relations 
Committee of the Church nf Scotland. 


* * * 


A new constitution or draft decree on the sources of divine revelation - 
to be submitted to the Second Vatican Council when it reconvenes in September 
- has been completed by a special commission set up by Pope John XXIII. The 
commission was*created last November after the Pope had intervened to halt 
discussion on a previous draft which caused a clash between so-called con- 
servative and progressive groups among the Council Fathers. The latter 
favoured a complete redrafting of the document, while conservatives advocated 
little or no change. 


* * * 


The "Church's Mission Toward the Younger Generation" will be the theme 
of the Synod of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD) 
when it convenes in Nuremberg April 20-26. Topics to be discussed include 
the situation of youth in modern society, the place of youth in the parish, 
religious instruction for young people, diaconal youth work, md the training 
of church-workers and pastors for youth programmes, The VELKD embraces ten 
of the 13 Lutheran regional churches in Hast and West Germany, with an aggre- 
gate of over 18 million members - nearly half of all German Protestants. 


* * * 


The British Council of Churches has sent £3,000 ($8,400) to help a 
community in the district of Kawolo, Uganda, rebuild a parish primary schcol 
for 160 children destroyed in a freak storm a few weeks ago. The appeal for 
the funds was made by the Anglican Archbishop of Uganda through the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the World Council of 
Churches. 

* * * 


The Southern Baptist Convention (USA) has issued a 4,500-word "Statement 
of Baptist Faith and Message". The statement was drawn up to "serve as 
information" for the Southern Baptist churches across the country and as 
"guidelines to the various agencies" of the SBC. An announcement said that 
"in no case it sought to delete from or add to the basic contents of the 1925 
statement", the last time such a statement was adopted. 


* * * 
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Protestants and Roman Catholics in the Netherlands are scheduled to 
join in Utrecht March 15 in a campaign intended to stimulate more interest | 
in and. better understanding of the Bible, Retween { and 9 p.em., 1,750 
Catholics and Protestants will ring the doorbells of 80,000 homes in the 
city and hand householders copies.of a pamphlet entitled, "Why the Bible?". 
A similar campaign will also be conducted in The Hague, where 2,000 Catholics 
and Protestants will distribute 200,000 copies of the same brochure. 28 
Amsterdam and Haarlem, the booklet already has been distributed on a mass 
scale, . eee ae Pa 


* * % 


Three more churches have joined the Federation of Protestant Churches 
and Missions in Cameroon and Equatorial Africa, since the recent meeting of 
-4ts Council at Libreville, Gaboon. . They.are the Presbyterian Church of 
West Cameroon, the Evangelical-Lutheran. Church of Ngaoundere, and .the African 
, Protestant. Church. of Lolodorf. up Eee advices MA by | 


* * * 


Two Protestant missionaries were killed on March 4 in Vietnam by the 
_Vietcongs. in ambush, on the road from Saigon to Dalat. One. was an American, 
. the the other.a.Filipino working.at the Summer Institute of Languages, which 
igives courses..in the dialects of.the tribes living on the high plateaux Ot 
Vietnam, Both were. members of the "Wycliffe Bible Translaters" Inc.,:an.. 
international organization. . ee . BPS, Geneve. 
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BKID SYNOD SAYS ALL GERMANS MUST 
ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR NAZI CRIMES 


(Bielefeld) ~ All Germans, not only those directly involved, must face and 
accept responsibility for Nazi crimes before and during World War II, the 
Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) declared at Bethel, 
near here. 


"Hven those citizens who were not involved in the crimes, and know 
nothing about them, share the responsibility for them, beeause they did 
nothing about the perversion of all the ethical and legal standards in our 
country", the Council said in a seven-page statement. 


The statement made public at the EKID synod called attention to pro- 
ceedings in West German courts involving defendents on trial for Nazi war 
crimes, 


The statement declared that the Nazi erimes were made possible "only 
because our people entrusted the politieal power to a regime which adopted 
the 'Nordic race! as its ultimate ideal, instead of God and His Holy Command- 
ments; which believed in the nation and its 'leader' instead of believing 
in God and its Saviour Jesus. Christ; and which despised other nations and 
regarded its political opponents as devils instead of regarding its fellow- 
men with respect and love", 


Churehes and all German Christians are implicated in these crimes, the 
statement continued, “for it was the duty of all Christians to confront us 
with the message of truth entrusted to us by publicly confessing the irre- 
vocable Lordship of God over every sphere of life, thus protecting the 
- victims of that system, especially the Jews living in our midst. But very 
,few had the. courage to resist." 


-ublished under the auspices of: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Women’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 
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Addressing itself to youth it noted that they are in 'a different 
position with regard to this past history, and are bound to see things 
differently from the generation which lived through the national-socialist 
period and shares the responsibility for it". 


However, it urged them "to realize that this critical examination of 
our own past is not concerned merely with past history, but also with restor- 
ing sound bases for reconstructing the whole of German life in every sphere 
and relationship; it is therefore concerned especially with the future". 


On the other hand, the statement continued, the trials of Nazi war 
criminals force the older generation to face the question whether they "have 
at last recognized the extent of the mass crimes carried out with indescrib- 
able cruelty by the German people in obedience to the orders of the State 
during the national-socialist period, and whether they are prepared to face 
that past.instead of trying to forget it and refusing to accept any respons- 
TDL CY ot Or a 5) : 


"Tnjustioe is not settled by being hushed up, and it is nonsense to 
speak of fotling one's own nest when the real need is to clean up a nest 
which has'alréady been horribly befouled. It is no use either to take cover 
behind thé wrongs inflicted on German people by other nations during and 
after the’war. ‘That will not blot out the guilt for the mass murder of 
Jews and other éthnic’ groups, for which’ we Germans are responsible." 


The statement notes that the trials of Nazi war criminals confront the 
—Germaw courts: of law "“with:-an ineredibly: difficult: tasks. cyto 


"They have to look into abysses of evil and inhumanity which surpass 
the normal bounds of the imagination. Our courts of law will have great. 
difficulty, after such a long time, in discovering the exact facts and deter- 
mining rightly to what extent the accused were responsible", it.said, ."\In 
“every single case they will have to bear in mind what. a powerful influence 
was éxerted at that time by the terror of the party and the State, through 
cunning propaganda and suggestion upon consciences which had been systenm- 
atically lulled to sleep for years, or systematically trained in the wrong 
direction, and by the temptations presented by positions of uncontrolled 
Powe. oe amas 4 ‘ x4 A 


"But the personal responsibility of every accountable person, especially 
the great responsibility of those entrusted with authority to give orders 
to. others, must be. irrevocably insisted upon. Within the limits in which 
human jurisdiction is possible, in any society evil must be recognized as 
abominable and must be punished accordingly." bets 


Lastly, it.said, the Chureh, its pastors, and. its congregations must 
realize that thé trials of Nazi war criminalsswill confront them with new 
‘ tasks-of spiritual counselling. "In every case the Churchtmust offer its 
spiritual counsel and.support to the persons who are legally prosecuted", 
the statement said. "It: must stand by them with the Word of God and with 
its prayers. It must call those who are up for.trial to-realize their ulti- 
mate responsibility - their responsibility in the eyes of God who sees ail 
that we do. The Church must confront the accused with the eternally-valid 
norm of God!s commandments, and thus help each of them to recognize and to 
confess his.sin before God and men. | : 


"To those who repent, the’ Church may promise forgiveness of all their 
sins for Jesus Christ's sake, and’ the full and. unconditional mercy of God, 
thus opening the way for a new beginning and’a. new future, whatever verdict 
may be pronounced by the human court of law." EPS, Geneva 


(See also story on page 8 - EKID Emergency Measures Maintain East-West Unity) — 
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ALL AFRICA CHURCH CONFERENCE 
TO HOLD CONSTITUTING ASSEMBLY 


(Kampala, Uganda) - The constituting assembly of the All Africa Conférence 
of Churches will be held here, April 20-40. 


The new ecumenical body will be the first continent-wide organization 
of this kind. It will bring churches of the Protestant, Anglican, and 
Orthodox communions from every country in Africa, including Madagascar, into 
"a fellowship of consultation and cooperation within the wider ecumenical 
movement". Its membership also will include national Christian councils. 


An estimated 350 Christian leaders from 42 African countries, and fra~. 
ternal delegates, observers, and consultants are expeoted to take part. 
The observers will include representatives from the World Council of Churches 
with which the body, in process of formation, has cooperated closely. 


Theme of the assembly will be: "Freedom and Unity in Christ: Towards 
a Renewed Church in a New Africa''. The major action of the meeting will be 
the adoption of a constitution which will make the provisional body a per- 
manent one. (The provisional body has been known as the All Africa Church 
Conference. ) 


Plans for the new organization were made in 1958 when a meeting of 
representatives from 25 African countries set up a provisional committee 
with headquarters at the Mindolo Heumenical Centre, near Kitwe, Northern 
Rhodesia. Dr. Donald G.S. M'Timkulu, of South Africa, has been general sec- 
retary, and the Rev. James S. Lawson, of Dahomey, has been associate 
secretary. 


The constituting méecting if regarded as a milestone in African church 
history marking the manifestatidén of the growing sense cf unity which has 
been developing among African churches during a period which has seen not 
only the independence of an increasing number of African nations, but the 
constitution of self-governing autonomous churches throughout the continent. 


African speakers during the ten-day session will include: Sir Francis 
Ibiam, governor general of Eastern Nigeria; Dr. K.A. Busia, of Ghana; the 
Rev... Adeolu Adegbola, of Nigeria; Pastor Jean Kotto,, of Cameroun; - Pastor 
R. andriamanjato, mayor of Tananarive, Madagascar; and the Rev. Ndabaningi 
Sithole, of Southern Rhodesia. 


speakers from outside Africa will include: Dr. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva, 
general secretary of the World Couneil of Churches; and Dr. D.T. Niles, 
Jaffna, Ceylon, general secretary, of the East Asia Christian Conference, a 
Similar regional group, founded in 1959. 


(Applications for press accreditation should be sent c/o M. Philippe 
Maury, Director, Department of Information, World Council of Churches, 
17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. ) 


CALL FOR UNITY IS BASED 
ON HARLY CHURCH PRINCIPLES 


(Seranton, Pa.) - & call for Christian unity based on the prineiples of the 
apostolie faith of the early centuries of Christianity coneluded a two-day 
meeting here of the Supreme Council of the Polish National Catholic Church 
of America, 
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A major portion of the concluding session coneerned the current world- 
wide disoussions on Christian unity. The council expressed "interest and 
concern" for the continuing appeals for unity and particular interest in the 
second Vatican Council. 


But it said that the interest and concern for unity should be based on 
the principles of the first four centuries of Christianity. With these 
principles as the -basis for Bay discussions they could move toward fruit- 
Ful results, Lv said. 


The Polish National Catholic Church originated in the United States in 
1897 when Polish immigrants broke off from the Roman Catholic Church. The 
cake now has about,.300,000 members in the USA, Canada, and Poland. 
EPS, Renecta 


FAR EAST LEADER CONDEMNS CONFESSIONALISM 
WHICH JUDGES AND EXCLUDES OTHER CHRISTIANS ~ 


(Tokyo) - A prominent Taiwanese church leader has told a cee here that 
"confessionalism, when it involves the setting up of a criterion of judge- 
ment and the exclusion of other Christians, is a complete violation of the 
meaning of.confession in the Bible", 


Principal ¢.H. Hwang, ,of the Taiwan Theological Seminary, declared that 
"when..we make a particular confession so absolute that we use it to break 
the agommon life of the people of God, we have forgotten the element of con- 
fession of sin" which must always be present. 


‘In .the Bible confession implies a faee to faes confrontation with the 
Holy God, in whioh there is no plaos to hide; it implies the making of a 
witness to Him; it implies a constant effort to make that witness truth- 
fully. And it always implies all of these elements together. 


"Whenever we make a confession as to what God is and does, we are 
necessarily doing so as truthfully as possible, but yet always with a 
confession of our own sinfulness." 


While Asian churches are 'yrateful to the churches that begat us in 
Christ", Principal Hwang said, "if this begetting is to separate us from -our 
fellow Christians we must cry 'Is Christ divided?!" 


Principal Hwang gave the opening address to the second of three "situa- 
tion conferences" being sponsored by tle East Asia Christian Conference, at 
Amigisanso, near here. Attending are 56 church leaders from Japan, Korea,’ 
Formosa, Hong Kong, and Okinawa and representatives of various mission 
boards with work in these countries. 


One of the major topics under discussion at the conference is the 
influence of world confessional pressures on the unity of the churches in 
Asian countries. 


The first HACC situation conference was held in Madras. (See EPS No. 
9.) A third is scheduled in Singapore. All three conferences are being 
focused on a series of questions designed to discover the ways in which "the 
overall task of the ohurches can be planned and carried out by the total 
people of God irt each area", Chairmen of the Tokyo conference are’ Dr. T. 
Muto, of Japan, and Principal Hwang. EPS, Geneva 
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DR. NIEMOEBLLER DISCUSSES RELIGION 
IN COMMUNIST STATES 


(Dayton) - Dr. Martin Niemoeller, of Germany, said here that Communist 
states may be less hostile to religion since churches are becoming more of 
@ progressive social force. ; 


"Karl Marx was right in his critioism of the Church then because the 
Church was blocking the way of social progress", Dr. Niemoeller said. But 
he added that reforms that have taken place within the Church might lead to 
more room for religion in the life of Communist states. 


Dr. Niemoeller said he believed the World Council of Churches was 
"euided by God's hand when it received the Russian Orthodox Church as a 
member in 1961. Christians in Russia now know they are not left alone", he 
said, , 


Dr. Niemoeller, head of the Evangelical Church of Hesse-Nassau and one 
of the six. co-presidents of the World Council of Churches, is on a lecture 
tour of the US. His audience included three Russian clergymen who are part 
of a delegation of Soviet churchmen visiting the US under the auspices of 
the National Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX DISUNITY CALLED 
BAR TO BCUMENICAL WORK 


(Denver) - Disunity among Orthodox churches standsin the way of Orthodoxy 
taking a part in the ccumenical movement, a Russian Orthodox theologian said 
here, 


The Rev. Alexander Schmemann, professor of church history and liturgi- 
cal theology at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary in New York, 
said in a speech here that the Second Vatican Council presents a challenge 
to Orthodoxy. 


"But it is sad. we are not ready to take any responsible part", he 
added. Father Schmemann attended the.Council as a guest of the Secretariat 
Lorine; Promotion of, Christian Unity... EPS, Geneva 


POLISH CATHOLIC PAPER DEVOTES 
SPACE TO OTHER CHURCH GROUPS 


(Warsaw) - Poland's leading Roman Catholic paper has followed the example 
set by Catholic publications in other countries by announcing it will carry 
stories about other Polish Christian churches, 


Inaugurating its new policy, Tygodnik Powszechny carried a lengthy 
interview with the Rev. Stanislaw Dabrowski, secretary general of the 
Council of Seventh Day Adventists in Poland. 


Mr. Dabrowski reported that his church, with about 6,000 followers and 
some 30 chapels, is carrying on an active evangelization programme. ,He 
said it publishes three periodicals and operates a theological seminary 
near Warsaw and a hostel for the aged in Silesia. Replying to questions 
dealing with Christian unity, the Adventist leader voiced full support for 
all such efforts. EPS, Geneva 
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BISHOP G. BROMLEY OXNAM, 
METHODIST LEADER, DIES AT 71 


(White Plains) - Retired Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, one of Protest- 
antism's best known figures, died March 12 in White Plains, New York, at the 
age of 71. 


A leader not only in his own “denomination but in the ecumenical move- 
ment as well, Bishop Oxnam was also known as an outspoken critic of social 
injustice abd prejudice and a staunch defender of the Church's right to 
speak out on these issues. 


As bishop of the Washington, D.C., area, he was thrust into the spot- 
light of national attention in 1954 when he collided with the House Un- 
American Activities Committee over the issue of the methods the committee 
used to gather evidence and document its charges. He later wrote the book, 
PLES Obes. 


Before he was Bishop of Washington, D.C., he had served as head of The 
Methodist Church in Omaha, Neb., Boston, Mass., and New York. Among numerous 
posts he held in his own church was the presidency of the Council of 
Methodist Bishops,and of the Council on -World Service and Finance. 


In the ecumenical movement, Bishop Oxnam was president of the Federal 
(now National) Council of Churches and was the first American co-president 
of the World Council of Churches (1948-1954). | 


He was an actjve chairman of the WCC's Finance Committee, and attended 
regularly WCC meetings in all parts of the world... He was instrumental in 
bringing many USA churches into the Council in its early days. EPS, Geneva 


‘ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH TO VISIT 
UNITED STATES AND GREECE 


(Istanbul) - His All Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch has accepted an 
invitation of the Greek Orthodox Archbishopric of North and South America 
to attend celebrations in the United States, it has been reported here. 


The Patriarch, first among equals of the spiritual leaders of Hastern 
Orthodoxy, will make the visit in November to take part in celebrations to 
be held in connection with the 100th anniversary of the founding of the 
first Greek Orthodox community in New Orleans, La. 


It is also hoped that the Patriarch will go to Greece to return the 
-visit he received earlier from the Archbishop of Athens. EPS, Geneva 


"RELIGIOUS PEACE CORPS" ASKED 2... 
BY AFRICAN ANGLICAN PRELATE 


eee - Suffragan Bishop Alphaeus Hamilton Zulu, of St. John's Diocese 
Anglican), South Africa, has appealed to USA ehurches for a "Religious 
Peaoe Corps" which would emphasize spiritual rather than material aid to 
emerging African nations. 


The bishop explained in a speech here that the 900 churohes in-his dio- 
, cese are served by only 98 priests - one-third of them from the British 
Isles. He said American support has been limited "to an occasional clergy— 


man who finds his way there and the financial support of some individual 
donors". 
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He said he needs more clergymen. Beeoause of the shortage, his diocese 
must depend on lay catechists to spread the faith. ."These are largely 
untrained. To train them, we need experienced teaohers and funds to support 
them", Bishop Zulu added. EPS, Geneva 


GREEK PARISH PRIESTS THREATEN STRIKE 
FOR SALARY INCREASES, OTHER BENEFITS 


(Kalamata) - Greek Orthodox parish priests of the Metropolis of Messinia ‘tn 
Greece have announced they will no longer carry out their duties and, if 
necessary, will resign from their positions unless the chureh and the govern~ 
ment meet their petitions for salary increases, and a number of other bene- 
fits, according to the Athens daily Ethnos. 


Leader of the movement is the priest Antonios Papadopoulos, who is the 
bishop's representative in Messinia, who has organized a 12-member committee 
to press its demands. 


A statement issued by the committee said they are making the demands 
vin order, tor raise the cultural, moral, and economic level of the, priests". 


RLthnos reported that the committee already has in hand the resignations 
of 25 priests of the metropolis and it is hoped that within the next 15 
days the number of the priests intending to resign, if their petitions are 
not favourably met, will be increased to 150. BPS, Geneva 


VATICAN COUNCIL INFLUENCE REPORTED 
BY SPANISH PROTESTANT LEADER 


(Utrecht ) - The Rev. M. Gutiérrez Marin, president of the Synod of the 
Evangelical Church in Spain, said in a press interview here that the Second 
Vatican Council has done a great deal towards the promotion of religious 
tolerance and Christian unity in Spain today. 


Despite this change of atmosphere, he said, about 85 per cent of the 
Catholic leaders in Spain still understand Christian unity to mean a return 
to the Roman Catholic Church. Nevertheless, he continued, the fact that 
the remaining 15 per cent connect the question of Christian unity with the 
recognition of other churches can be regarded as a hopeful beginning for a 
new and more tolerant relationship between the confessions in Spain. 


He added: "We realize that in Spain we shall probably never be able 
to achieve full religious liberty for all confessions. But new trends are 
at work in the Catholic Church in Spain, due mainly to the influence of 
French and German theologians." 


He cited particularly "the much greater importance" attaehed to the 
Bible. "We have confidence that the Word of God will show us the way to 
one ‘another, where we human beings cannot find it", he said. EPS, Geneva 
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EKID EMERGENCY MEASURES 
MAINTAIN HAST-WEST UNITY © 


(Bielefeld) - Two emergency laws aimed at preserving the institutional and 
organizational unity of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID)-in a 
divided Germany were adopted by its synod. . . 


The first held since the erection of the Berlin wall in August, 1961, 
the synod convened for the first time in its 14-year history without its 41 
East German and Soviet Zone members. They had either been denied travel 
permits by the Communist authorities, or decided against applying, feeling 
it was useless to do so, 


The new laws, adopted after long and heated debate, were designed to 
facilitate the synod's future work through greater flexibility, and to make 
possible the Hast German members! participation in the synod's activities, 


They set the synod's quorum at half the membership instead of a two- 
thirds attendance as formerly, and stipulated that, under special circum- 
stances, the synod can be convened by one president in agreement with the 
EKID Council, with Bast and West German members meeting separately. 


Also the new laws stipulate that special working sessions can be held 
separately in the East and West. While these sessions will have no legis- 
‘lative power, they may adopt resolutions, dissuss questions of general and 
regional importance, and submit motions to the General Synod, which will: 
continue the sole body with legislative power. ke 


Farlier, the synod adopted a law providing for the establishment ofan 
Evangelical Working Committee for World Mission that will coordinate all 
mission forces and institutions within the EKID, EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN RADIO DEFENDS PAPAL AUDIENCE 
FOR KHRUSHCHEV'S SON-IN-LAW 


(Vatican Oa ty) ~ The Vatican Radio has defended the recent audience given 
by Pope John XXIII to Mr. Alexei Adzhubei, son-in-law of Soviet Premier 
Khrushchev. 


The station said the, Pove "has repeatedly spoken of the opposition of 
the Church to ideological errors and has condemned them most severely, 


"Yet", it added, "he prefers on the whole to exercise mercy rather than 
severity, to put forward the validity of his faith rather than resort to 
condemnation, His action is truly evangelical. .« » (It) cannot be measured 


by the yardstick of policy or convenience", a 


The Vatican Radio's defence came in the wake of criticisms by L'Espresso, 
the Roman independent weekly magazine, which charged that Pope John was 
going "too far to the left" in granting an audience to Mr. Adzhubei. It 
said Italy's middle class and conservative elements were "alarmed" by the 
Pope's policies which seemed to show he was going "soft" on communisn. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


A special study committee appointed by the Prague Christian Peace Con- 
ference has héld o four-day meeting to study the theme "Peace and the German 
Problem", under the chairmanship of Dr. Albert Rasker, professor of theology. 
at Leyden University, the Netherlands. The group met at the invitation of the 
Hungarian Ecumenical Council in the Matrahaza retreat of the Reformed Churer, 


* Kel te 
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KIPA, the international Roman Catholic press agency, reports that in 
the last few days it has been possible to reesive broadcasts from Radio 
Vatican without interruption in the countries of Eastern Europe. Hitherto, 
the only broadcast which could be heard there without interruption was the 
evening Rosary programme at 9 p.m. 


te 


* * * 


The Swiss Bible Society has desided to join the United Bible Societies! 
efforts to increase the production of Bibles destined for under-developed 
@eountries. 


* * * 


Arehimandrite Constantin Valiadis, head of the Greek Orthodox Church 
in Switzerland for 50 years, died in Lausanne March 9. He was 81. 


* * * 


The German Federal Republic gave DM 9,900,000 ($2,250,000) to the 
German enurches in 1962, to enable them to carry out aid projests to under- 
developed countries. The figure was announced by Professor F.K. Vialen, 
Secretary of State for Economic Cooperation in Bonn. 


Bah oy Tsk atop 


Twenty Roman Catholic chaplains from Germany will visit Italy this 
‘summer to serve as ministers to German vacation eampers there. Their visits 
will be a new experiment for the church in pastoral work among tourists. 


* * * 


Presiding Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger, 63, of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the USA, has announeed in New York that a physical disability has 
foreed him to curtail his publio appearances and will probably cause him to 
resign at the time of the denomination!s General Convention in 1964. “An 
Episcopal spokesman said he is suffering from "Parkinson's syndrome" - 
Symptoms associated with Parkinson's disease. 


c 


* * * 


The possibilities of setting up a joint study commission on education 
was diseussed by staff members of the World Council of Churches and the 
World Council of Christian Education and Sunday Sehool Association at a 3- 
day meeting at WCC headquarters in Geneva last week. The meeting also 
heard reports on the work of home and family life programmes. and youth work 
of each of the two organizations. 


* * * 


The delegation of USSR ehureh leaders visiting the United States has 
met 20 USA church leaders in Greenwich, Conn., to discuss "The Church 
Boumenical" and "The Chureh and World Peaee"., The discussions were not open 
to the press or public and no reports of the talks were issued. However, it 
is expected that a joint communique will be issued befere the Russian church- 
men leave the country, and that this probably will touch on some of the 
discussion topics. 
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Muslims proved among the friendliest of the families visited by Roman 
Catholics in "Operation Understanding" ,- a house- to=house visitation pro- 
gramme by two-man teams in Capetown, South Africa, Fides, the international 
Roman Catholic press service reports. Four or five parishes, it reported, 
had so many Muslims aesepting invitations toa tour of the oity's Catholic 
churches and tea that special tables of food had to be prepared to suit 
Muslim dietary laws. Ministers of almogt every religion have congratulated 
the visitors and many have joined the tour of the churches, Fides said. 


* he * ) » 


East German authorities denied an entry permit to Professor Helmut 
Goliwitzer, prominent West Berlin Protestant theologian, who had been 
invited by Bishop Hans Jaenicke, head of the Evangelical Church of Saxony, 
to speak and preach at parish meetings. In rejecting the application, Gast 
German officials said the West Berlin government had refused to permit the 
establishment of East German visa bureaux in West Berlin. 

i ¥° * * t 

A delegation of men's work leaders in USA churches will visit Hurope 
this spring to study the factors which have led to the rapid growth of the 
laymen's movement there sino: World War II. Headed by Dr. Don L. Calame, 
director of the National Council of Churches! Department of United Church 
Men, the six-man delegatian will spend a month visiting laymen's centres in 
Europes The visit will be returned in 1964 by leaders. of men's work in 
Huropean churches, 


* * * 


The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have appointed a committee to 
examine the question of women and Holy Orders. A resolution passed by ,the 
Chureh Assembly last November asked the archbishops "to appoint a committee 
to make a thorough examination-of the various reasons for the withholding 
of the ordained and representative priesthood from women". Ascording to 
the Churon of England Newspaper, however, the archbishops considered that 
the terms of reference suggested by this resolution were negative, and they 
therefore decided that the gommittee should be asked to examine the whole 
question of women and Holy Orders. EPS,» Geneva 
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THEOLOGIANS HOLD CONSULTATION 
TO PREPARE FOR MONTREAL CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) - A group of Roman Catholic theologians met for a 6-day consultation 
last week with a group of theologians related to the member churches of the 
World Council of Churches at the \JCC's Ecumenical Institute, near here. 

The consultation was held under the joint auspices of the WCC's Faith and 
Order Department and the Catholic Conference for licumenical Questions. 


The consultation studied reports of four studies made during the past 
ten years by the .:CC's Faith and Order Theological Commissions in preparation 
for the Fourth ‘Jorld Conference on Faith and Order to be held in July in 
Montreal, Canada. 


The Roman Catholic comments, prepared on the basis of the discussion, 
will be incorporated into a document, which also will include comments from 
various other sources, to be made available to delegates at Montreal. Thus 
the conference will be able to take account of Roman Catholic consideration 
of its themes in this way. Roman Catholic observers will also be present 
at the conference itself. 


A similar document of Roman Catholic comment, also prepared by the 
Catholic Conference for iicumenical Questions, was issued at the \W0C's 
Second Assembly at Evanston, Ill. (USA), in 1954 on the Assembly theme of 
"Christ the Hope of the World". The four reports for the Montreal confer- 
ence are entitled "Christ and the Church", "Tradition and Traditions", 
"Worship", and "Institutionalism". 


Published under the auspices of: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Women’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


The aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
‘Movements. It is not responsible for opinions /expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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The consultation was chaired jointly by Dr. Oliver Tomkins, Bishop of 
Bristol, chairman of the Faith and Order jorld Committee; and Father 
Jér6me Hamer, O.P., general study secretary of the Dominican Order and a 
consultant of the Secretariat for Christian Unity. 


Participants included Mgr. J.G.M. Willebrands, secretary of the Secre- 
tariat for Christian Unity; Mgr. Guana, Bishop of Leghorn, Italy; and 
others conversant either with Faith and Order studies or with the work of 
the Catholic Conference for icumenical ‘juestions. The Catholic Conference 
for Hcumenical “uestions was founded some 12 years ago by ligr. \fillebrands 
as a focal-point for Catholics engaged in ecumenical work. EPS, Geneva 


THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS HiLD IGNORING 
MODERN IMPACTS ON THE CHURCH 


(New York) - Christian movements making great impacts on the Church in the 
past 50 years have been largely ignored by most USA theological schools, an 
expert in theolog sical education asserted here. 


Dr. Charles L. Taylor, of Dayton, Ohio, executive director of the. 
American Association of Theological Schools, charged that many seminaries 
have taken little notice of the ecumenical and liturgical movements, and the 
"redisoovery'' of the laity. Further, he said, they must revitalize their 
Biblical theology courses. 


Unless seminary courses are updated, the Christian Church will be in 
serious’ trouble, he warned, in addressing the Lutheran Church in America's 
Board of Theological iducation. 


"At this point there is the greatest need for change".,~ he said... "To ; 
refuse is to die; to be alert may help us to live. The seminary which’ tries 
to teach what it taught 50 years ago in the same old way is not teaching the 
same thing, but something radically different because now that teaching may 
not be part of a living pattern of faith and .conduct."! uPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST CHURCH IN SPAIN 
CLOSED 7 YEARS, REOPENS 


(Richmond, Va.) - The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board announced here 
that the Baptist church in Elche, Spain, closed by the Spanish government 
Since October, 1955, has been reopened. 


The Board said it had received reports from the tev. Daniel R. \jhite,,. 
the church's representative in Spain, that he and other Baptists were 
present "when the police removed the Beals from the doors of the. church 
building". ehe 


Commenting on the ran sue Dr. H. Cornell Goerner of the Mission Board, 
said: "This.is gratifying evidence of the new policy recently announced by 
the Spanish government which promises to bring much more freedom to evange- 
lical groups in Spain", EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMISSION BACKS 
UNION OF 'THRisE CHURCHES 


(Sydney) ~ Representatives of Australia's Presbyterian, iMethodist, and Con- 
' Eregational churches have issued a 90-page report here recommending their 
union into a new body to be known as The Uniting Church in Australia (UCA), 
Such j church would have a membership of more than 2,000,000. (See EPS 

Wo. 6, 


The report, prepared by a 2l-member church union commission which has 
been at work for the past five years, incorporated proposals concerning the 
creation of bishops and recommended the establishment of close communion 
with the Church of South India, which has bishops. 


The commission said the role of the UCA with the Church of South India 
should be "more than the cooperation of separate churches in particular 
activities, and less than a mergerof the two churches". 


It added that close relationship with the Church of South India would 
hasten, not delay, unity with the 3,700,000 members of the Church of 
ingland in Australia. 


In this respect, the commission said it hoped that the plan to move 
closer to the Church of South India would be interpreted by the Church of 
iingland in Australia as a desire for unity, and "call Anglicans to a 
decision on unity with the UCA". 


The plan for the projected UCA will go before the Methodist Conference 
in Adelaide in May and before the Congregational Assembly later this year. 
In September, 1964, it will be placed before the Presbyterian Church. The 
reports then will go before church leaders and members before a final vote 
is taken on the proposed basis of union. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH UNION CONSULTATION ASKS 
AUTHORITY FOR UNION PLANNING 


(Oberlin) - Representatives of six major USA church bodies have moved 
beyond the realm of purely theological discussions here and taken their 
first step toward actual union negotiations. 


The delegates to the Consultation on Church Union voted to ask their 
respective churches for "authority to enter into the development of a plan 
of union when, and if, the consultation decides that it is appropriate to 
begin such work'". 


The consultation is composed of 54 representatives of the Methodist, 
ipiscopal, United Presbyterian, Christian (Disciples), and livangelical 
United Brethren churches, and the United Church of Christ. Its first meet- 
ing was held last year in Washington, D.C. 


In their official final statement, the delegates said the consultation 
has "reached an important consensus on the crucial question of authority in 
the Church. 


On the basis of this consensus", the statement said, "we find ourselves 
now ready to grapple with the sharp issues that in our history have been 
causes of division and walls of separation between us." 
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Three of these issues were identified as: 1. "The place and authority 
of the ordained ministry including the historic episcopate in a united 
church. . ."3 2. "The place in. the living tradition of the Church of creeds, 
liturgical practices, and confessions of faith in relation to Holy Scripture, 
which we have agreed has central and unique authority under Jesus Christ. ."; 
3. "The doctrine of the sacraments." ) | 


The consultation's plenary sessions were open to the press, by unani- 
mous vote of the delegates. The first meeting had been closed to the press. 
An appeal for open meetings of the consultation was made recently by Dr. 
wverett C. Parker, director of communications for the United Church of 
Christ. EPS, Geneva 


NIGERIAN LEADERS DISCUSS 
THEOLOGICAL TRAINING 


(Umuahia, Eastern Nigeria) - Forty church leaders and educators met here last 
week for the first all-Nigerian inter-church consultation on theological 
and ministerial education. 


Aim of the consultation was to seek ways of developing closer relation- 
Ships between the nation's theological colleges and universities. Schemes 
proposed include onein which qualified students would do degree courses at 
the universities while continuing as students at the theological colleges. 


The consultation agreed to conduct a survey into the problems of 
recruitment for the ministry and to review the needs of the churches’ for 
men, the qualifications required for candidates, and the levels of theologi- 
cal education to which they should be trained. EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN-USA EACHANGE VISIT 
HELD ADVANCING UNDERSTANDING 


(New York) - A joint communiqué issued here by leaders of the National 
Council of Churches and members of a visiting delegation of Russian church- 
men said that because of such exchange visits "much has been achieved in the 
direction of mutual understanding between our churches and. our people". 


Developments of these contacts between churchmen of different countries, 
the communiqué said, "will unquestionably help in the solution of problems 
facing the Christian churches in the spirit of authentic ecumenism, will 
strengthen mutual understanding, remove lack of confidence, and help achieve 
realization of the principal objectives of our times". 


These objectives, it said, are "the reduction of international tensions, 
establishment of a just and firm peace, cessation of nuclear testing, and 
accomplishment of complete, general, and controlled disarmament". 


The communiqué was signed for the National Council by NCC president 
J. lrwin Miller, and for the Russian delegation by Archbishop Nicodim, head 
of the delegation and presidént of the itussian Orthodox Church's Department 
of tixternal Church Affairs. EPS, Geneva 
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USA CHRISTIANS URGED TO FH 
PHOPLE OF CHINA 


(Omaha ) - Means of providing food for the People's Republic of China must be 
sought by USA Christians "in obedience to our Lord, who taught us to meet 
human need wherever it exists", according to the Boards of Managers of the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Societies. 


Meeting here last week, the boards voted to send a follow-up resolution 
to the annual sessions of the American Baptist Convention in Detroit, in 
May, urging total convention action "in recognition of the continuing over- 
whelming food shortage being faced by the people of Ilainland China". Such 
a resolution was adopted by the boards in 1962 and reported to the General 
Council last November, 


Dr. KR. Dean Goodwin, chairman of the Relief Committee of the Baptist 
Vorld Alliance, said the committee has been seeking "for several months to 
find a way to send food packages to specified persons on the Chinese main- 
land. liowever, to date it has been unsuccessful", he said. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC THEOLOGIAN ASKS 
ABOLITION OF "INDEA" 


(Newton, Mass.) - A Roman Catholic theologian has proposed here that the 
church abolish its Index of Forbidden Books. 


Father Hans Kueng, dean of the theological faculty at the University 
of Ttibingen, Germany, and a consultor to the Second Vatican Council, also 
called for an end to various forms of censorship. 


In remarks made in an expansion of his prepared lecture before an 
audience of 3,000 persons at Jesuit-maintained Boston College, the Swiss. 
priest stressed that freedom within the life of the. church is essential for 
the good order of the religious body. 


He urged Roman Catholics to press "boldly and confidently" for the end 
of any advance censorship of religious publications and inquisitorial actions 
of a secret nature, as well as the abolition of the Index. 


In contemporary times the church must avoid "even the appearance of 
authoritarianism, totalitarianism, or absolutism", he said. Nor, he added, 
should the church be in the position of defending those who make it appear 
as having "walls of a:fortress" rather than of a sanctuary. HPS, Geneva 


96 CANADIAN CLURGYMEN 
DENOUNCE NUCLEAR ARMS 


(Toronto) - Ninety-six clergymen of Anglican, Baptist, Mennonite, Presby- 
terian, United, and Unitarian churches, as well as leaders of the Jewish 
and Buddhist communities here,have signed a statement denouncing nuclear 
arms for Canada or for any of this country's troops serving. with NATO in 
lurope. 


Canada is in the throes of a federal election after the Diefenbaker 
government was toppled by opposition parties over the nuclear weapons issue. 
Atomic arms rank with unemployment and general economic woes as election 
issues. EPS, Geneva 
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CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES REPORTED INCREASING 
IN THURINGIA DESPITE STATE PRESSURES 


(Bisenach, Bast Germany) -' The number of youth enrolled in church confirma- 
tion classes is on: the increase in the ast German state of Thuringia, 
despite pressures for them to participate in socialist dedication ceremonies, 
Bishop Moritz Mitzenheim, head of the Bvangelical Church of Thuringia, 
reported here, 


Speaking to the Church Synod, he said, there is not a single parish in 
Thuringia in which confirmation classes are not béing held. 


Meanwhile the first of this year's state dedication ceremonies has 
taken place in last Berlin with 247 youth promising to be "loyal sons and 
daughters to the first German workers! and peasants! state" and to devote 
all their strength-to the promotion of socialism. 


Neues Deutschland, the central Communist Party newpaper in Hast Germany, 
reports that some 8,000 youth are expected to take part in a total of 168 
dedication ceremonies in Bast Berlin during the next few weeks. EPS, Geneva 


BASTERN CHURCHES! PATRIARCHS 
TO TAKS PART IN CONGREGATIONS 


(Rome ) ~ Pope John xAXIIT has appointed the patriarchs of the Eastern (Roman 
Catholic) Churches as members of the Congregation of the Eastern Churches. 


Until now only cardinals were permitted to take part in the work of .. 
the congregations. 


The new appointments will apply to the Coptic, Melchite lMaronite, 
Chaldean, and Armenian churches and to the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem. 


Only one-of the patriarchs of the Hastern Churches, who is a member 
of the College of Cardinals, had been able to participate before the new 
regulation. He was Cardinal Ignace Tappouni, the Syrian Patriarch. 

‘sa EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCHIS. TO. FINANCE 
CENTRE IN BRAZIL SLUM 


(Stuttgart) - "Bread for the World", the campaign of the Uvangelical Churches 
in Germany to combat world hunger, will underwrite the cost of a new social 
centre in one of the slum areas surrounding Porto Alegre, capital city of 

the Brazilian state of Rio Grande du Suo,. 


The new centre, to be built at a cost of (328,000, will house a medical 
clinic, food-distribution centre, primary school, workshops for vocational 
training classes, and a day-nursery and kindergarten. 


Two similar centres are also planned by the Porto Alegre parish of 
the ivangelical Lutheran Church in Brazil. Another, to be located in 
Ssarandy-Ipirange-Itu will be built with gifts from the Church of Sweden. 
P, | : EPS, Geneva 
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MEMORY OF "APOSTLE OF UNITY" HONOURED 
BY ROMAN CATHOLICS AND PROTESTANTS 


(Lyon) - French Protestant leaders joined with Roman Catholics here to pay 
tribute, on the tenth anniversary of his death, March 24, to the memory of 
Abbé Paul Couturier, the French Roman Catholic priest who was known as the 
"Apostle of Unity". 


The services and other memorial events were organized by the Association 
Unité Chrétienne, the organization which is the outgrowth of his work and 
which sponsors Roman Catholic participation in the annual observance of the 
\Wfeek of Prayer for Christian Unity. EPS, Geneva 


RELATIONS VJITH ViTICAN MAY HiLP USSR CHOOSL 
BET aN ASTA AND EUROPE, ORTHODOX HISTORIAN SAYS 


(Paris) - An article published in Réforme, the influential French I Protestant 
weekly, said the recent audience granted by Pope John XXITI to lir. Alexei 
Adzhubei, son-in-law of Soviet Premier Khrushchev may be instrumental in 
helping Russia make "the momentous choice it must make - between Hurope and 
Asia". 


Prof, Oliver Clément, an historian and Orthodox priest, said this 
choice.is "not in the sphere of economic and social agreements, but on the 
level on which the hidden depths of the human being, and his personal con- 
science, are recognized or denied". 


This is the choice "with which the great Russian writers of the nine- 
teenth century were haunted" and which they failed to make, he said. 


However, he warned that risks are involved in the new rapprochement. 
He said the single test which would clarify the atmosphere of the dialogue 
would be the estabiishment of "religious liberty of the modern kind" in 
Bastern lurope. 


He questioned whether the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity will be able to avoid becoming the instrument of the Vatican 
Secretariat of State whose aims he characterized as "essentially political". 


In Russia today, he continued, there is un undeniable desire for 
renewal which is evident in the research and new developments being made in 
the, fields, of art and culture and in the revival of the faith. If the 
Vatican were to make agreements in the secular realm with the Kremlin, it 
would risk hindering this awakening by favouring the weight of institution 
at; the very moment the Spirit is ready for action, he said. HPS, Geneva 


FRENCH CHURCH LEADERS ASK 
AID FOR MINGRS' STRIKE VICTIMS 


(Paris) - The French Protestant Federation has made public a statement call- 
ing upon the French:public to do all in their power to eid victims of the 
nation-wide strike of miners, now in its third week. 


The text of the statement, which was formulated by the National Council 
of the Reformed Church of Seiad but issued with "the full agreement" of 
the Federation, called upon the government to take the measures required to 
guarantee all workers sufficient income to live decently. ; 
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Unless such action is taken there is danger that an already difficult 
situation may be made worse, it said. . 


It called upon all Christians to pray for a just settlement of the 
dispute and that a bad situation will not be made worse by anger, selfish- 
ness, resignation, or arbitrary action. It also urged them to give See | 
help possible to victims of the strike. } 


A similar statement issued by the Roman Catholic hierarchy called upon 
the faithful "not to remain aloof from efforts for mutual brotherly aid", 
and expressed hopes for a quick and just solution which "will lead to the 
assurance of an equitable organization of the industry (which) will meet 
the demands of the common good". EPS, Geneva 


"MARGINAL CHARITY" VON'T SOLVE 
WORLD HUNGER, SAYS WCC LEADER 


(Geneva) - Contemporary concern for underdeveloped countries and under- 
privileged peoples and present technical assistance and "share our surplus" 
programmes are no more than "marginal charity", Dr. Leslie U. Cooke, director 
of the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service, declared here. 


Dr. Cooke spoke at an ecumenical service held in St. Pierre Cathedral 
in connection with the World Freedom From Hunger Week, sponsored by the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), held under the joint 
auspices of the World Council of Churches and the Ecumenical Assembly of 
Churches of the Geneva Canton, . 


Some 250 persons attended including UN officials, mmbers of the dip- 
lomatic corps here, and Swiss and foreign church representatives. 


Gl 


Citing FAO figures showing that 60 per cent of the world's population 
does not have enough to eat and predictions that the present population. will 
be inoreased to six billion by the end of the century, Dr. Cooke said the 
present policy of providing technical assistance to the underprivileged 
countries and sharing surpiuses with them is only "marginal charity". 

Family planning and responsible parenthood are merely remedial 
measures, he said, pleading for concerted international action as the only 
completely effective weapon against hunger. 


"Tt is the will. the determination, both in developed countries, which ~ 
refuse to see how precarious their present affluence is unless they invest 
in underdeveloped lands, and in developing countries, which, often intoxi- 
cated with their new-found national prestige, lack the drive and energy. to 
produce for home consumption, which alone can resolve the problem", he said. 


"The real revolution in the mind and will of men and nations has yet 
to take place", he declared. 


Dr. Cooke stressed that underprivileged persons today are challenging 
the structure of world economy, and "we deceive ourselves when we dub this 
as communism. Communism is for the masses of these hungry people the only 
organized form of protest available to them and this the communist imperial- 
ist well understands and is quick to exploit", he said, adding: "The deter- 
mination of the hungry to have bread with hope, dignity, justice, and 
freedom is not communism, but an assertion of their rights as men". 


No. 12 - 29th March, 1963 9 


The Rev. Jacques Beaumont, director of CIMADE, the French churches! 
ecumenical service agency, in a second sermon, said the Freedom From Hunger 
Campaign places the well-fed of the world "face to face with God, and teaches 
us to ask and to listen, to give and to receive. 


"And when we, the rich, die of spiritual hunger God restores us in 
giving us Jesus Christ, the bread of life, thanks to whom we, in our turn, 
will know how to give because we have received everything from Him." 

BPS, Geneva 


MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE SENDS CHURCH OF GREECE 
REPORT ON VATICAN COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 


(Athens) - The Church of Greece has received from the Moscow Patriarchate of 
the Russian Orthodox Church a full report on the conversations and contacts | 
which the Russian observers to the Second Vatican Council had with Vatican 
circles, according to the Greek government news service, 


Quoting what it termed an "authorized source", the service said the 
report is now being translated from Russian into Greek, and will be laid 
before the members of the Holy Synod and the Church of Greece's Committee 
on Inter-Church Relations. 


The Russian Church was the only one of the Orthodox Churches to send 
observers to the Second Vatican Council. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Joseph Amritanand, Anglican Bishop of Lucknow, India, has been 
invited to speak at the inter-diocesan conference of Roman Catholic priests 
scheduled for Allahabad, March 25-28. He will address the conference on 
Anglican hopes and desires from the Second Vatican Council. 


CAN Cy ORC 


Iiembers of the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Greece are study- 
ing the feasibility of establishing a church-sponsored Academy of Theology. 
Top administrators of the church have long sought such an academy. 

Schools of theology are now established at the Universities of Athens and 
Thessaloniki, although at present a large number of their graduates do not 
go into the priesthood. 


* Zapato 


Members of the Swiss Reformed Church in the Canton of Bern have approved 
the admission of women to the ministry by a vote of 12,062 to 1,036. No 
further formalities are now required to make the necessary changes in the 
church!s constitution. However, th: measure must still be ratified by the 
general electorate before the necessary changes can be made in the cantonal 
constitution, 

* %¥ * * 


Widespread interest is reported in the Danish National Radio new broad- 
cast series titled "Criticism of the Church", Programmes have dealt with 
"What outsiders expect of the Church", "National church and established 
church on the edge of the grave?", "Has the Church become respectable?", 
"Baptising of babies by conveyor belt", and "New Reformation". 


ae er ai aeat 
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The Bible and jlarxist books are the best-sellers in Japan, according 
to figures published by FIDES, international Roman Catholic press agency. 
It said 2,700,000 Bibles and 1,000,000 Marxist publications were sold in” 
1962. 


* x<s .o6 


The Swiss Mission to South Africa, an independent society, has gone on 
record in favour of the creation of a missionary department by the Protestant 
churches in the French-speaking part of Switzerland, with a view to its own 
eventual integration into the body. 


* ¥ ¥ 


The Union of Orthodox Priests! Association in Yugoslavia, meeting for 
its Fourth Assembly recently in Belgrade, emphasized the necessity of adapt-.- 
ing canon law to "the new conditions in which the Church exists". Mr. Koma 
Markovitch, chairman of the government's Commission on Religious Affairs, 
in an address to the assembly, said that "normal relations" exist between 
the Ortnodox Chureh and the government “and they will continue to do so in 
the spirit of the constitution and laws". 


eo) Uke = 


Japan_will have its first institution of higher learning designed 
specifically to train public servants when the Japan International Christian 
University near Tokyo opens its Graduate School of Public Administration, 
April 25. Director of the school will be Prof. ::asamichi doyama, noted 
political scientist and former president of Ochanomizu University. 


* * * 


The annual report of the Council of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland states that there was a decrease in church membership among its_ 
churches in 1962 for the fifth successive year. The decrease, about 3,500, ~ 
or a little more than one per cent, was less than last year, however. 
Churches in Scotland snowed a slight increase, while those in Jales lost 
2.1-per.cent. Total present membership is 310,437. 


* = * 


Soviet authorities have again denied the Moscow Jewish community per- 
mission to bake ceremonial matzoh (unleavened bread) for Passover celebra- 
tions next iionth. The ban, first imposed last year, was announced publicly 
last week by Yehunda Lieb Levin, Chief Rabbi of Moscow. 


* = * 


Construction of a Christian settlement at Ness Anim in tiest Galilee is 
expected to start soon with the rejection by the Israel Parliament's 
Interior Committee of demands from Orthodox Jewish groups to halt the project. 
After two lenzthy meetings, the committee approved the project, noting that 
the settlement's founders had pledged the Christian village, which will be 
modelled after the Jewish kibbutz - or cooperative agricultural settlements 
- would not undertake any missionary activities and would bar converts from 
Judaism... Sponsors of the project include Dr. Jacob Blum, a Presbyterian 
minister of Jewish origin; - Dr. R. Bakker of Rotterdam; Dr. J.J. Pilon, a 
Dutch doctor; and Dr. Hans Bernard, a Swiss physician. EPS, Geneva -.. 
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CCIA SUBMITS STATE ENT 
TO UN HULIN RIGHTS COMIISSION 


(Geneva) - The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs has 

urged that the draft declaration on the elimination of all forms of religious 
intolerance to be prepared by the United Nations! Human Rights Commission 
contain explicit reference to Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. 


The ‘orld Gouncil of Churches! agency stressed the importance of 
reference to this and related articles dealing with religious liberty in a 
statement submitted to the UN Commission in session here. The UN Commission 
is preparing a draft declaration at the request of the UN General Assembly. 
CCTA is one of the non-governmental organizations in consultative status to 
the Economic & Social Council, of which the Commission is a subsidiary body. 


Noting that there are still "serious obstacles! to religious freedom, 
the statement says the CC is "fully convinced of the urgent need to re- 
double the efforts made to eliminete everything that impedes the exercise 
of religious freedom in the world’. It adds that the CC has recognized the 
important part played by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights since 
ite’ formulation invl9gre. 


It says that in addition to inclusion of reference to Article 18 the 
draft should state explicitly that nothing in its provisions can lend it- 
self to restrictive interpretation which would limit in any way the compre- 
hensive character of Article 18 or other relevant articles in the Universal 
veclaration. 


blished under the auspices of : World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Jomen’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 
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"We know that intolerance, although it does not always directly attack 
religious rights, seeks to limit other rights and, by this indirect means, 
religious communities are only too often prevented from influencing youth 
or restricted in their missionary activities", It says. 


The statement asks further that the draft declaration "recognize the 
international or supra-national character of religious bodies" because 
"intolerance often takes the form of measures preventing or restricting 
contact with those, who, across national frontiers, adhere to the same 
faith and belong to the same community of believers. Such measures", it 
added, "when applied by governments, constitute a serious infringement of 
religious freedom." 


Lastly, the statement stressed the draft must reflect a concept of 
religious practice "which is not synonymous with the observance of rites. 


"For an individual or for a community, the right to give expression to 
his religious convictions implies the right to take a stand on social, 
economic or political problems, whether at the national or the international 
level", it declared. “It also implies the right to serve others through the 
medium of charitable organizations, orphanages, schools, medical dispensaries 
in short, of all the forms in which deep convictions may be put into 
practice .® Th se . 


The statement notes that at its Third Assembly in New Delhi, in 1961,the 
WCCunanimously declared that the freedom to teach and to preach in order to 
spread the faith and communicate it to others is essential to the expression 
of inner religious freedom. 


The importance of the Declaration's Article 18 and related articles 
was also stressed in a statement to the Human Rights Commission circulated 
by Pax Homana, the international Roman Catholic student organization. It 
said that Article 18 "laid the foundations for the international recognition 
of religious freedom, at the same time tracing the boundaries which cannot 
be overstepped without giving rise to intolerance". It added that "everyone 
knows how wide is the gulf between the existence of a text in the Declaration 
and its application in practice". EPS, Geneva 


BIBLE SOCIETIES REPORT 
RUCORD 50 MILLION DISTRIBUTION 


(London) - The United Bible Societies has announced that circulation of the 
Scriptures by national Bible Societies in 1962 reached 50 million, of which 
over half were complete portions and a third were selections. The rest were 
equally divided between Bibles and New Testaments. 


The figure is an increase in total distribution of 10 million.over 1961. 
The greatest increase was in Central and South America, where the total. for 
1962 was 17 million as compared with 9 million in 1961, 


A Societies spokesman said that some part of the Scriptures has now been 
published in 1,202 languages, an increase of .37 languages over the figures 
for the previous year. , “f wPS, Geneva 
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WCC.€HURCHES Sit!D HELP FOR 
THREE INDONESIAN EMERGENCIES 


' (Geneva) - The recent volcanic eruption on the island of Bali is one of three 
emergencies in Indonesia to which member churches of the World Council of 
Churches have sent immediate help in response to appeals from the WCC's 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and \Jorld Service. 


Dr. Harry Haines, the World Council's Asia Secretary was in Singapore 
consulting with church officials including those of the Indonesianchurches 
when a cable was received from Bali asking for 120 hypodermic syringes, 
antibiotics, bandages, and rice. These articles were purchased immediately 
at a cost of »10,000 and sent by plane to the island. 


Dr. Haines and church leaders made further FN ee ae and then cabled to 
Geneva: "Bali disaster requires immediate action. Have ordered emerzency 
drugs and food total $10,000 in advance. Total probable rehabilitation will 
reach "50,000," : 


Inter-Church Aid secretaries around the world were at once informed of 
this request by Dr. Leslie EB. Cooke, Division director, and support has 
already been promised by Germany, Britain, Australia, and the USA. 


According to Red Cross reports, the volcanic eruption led to the deaths 
of 1,500 people and destroyed the homes of 100,000 others. The government 
has qectueea a national emergency and is Seer staple food. 


Harlier, the World Council had appealed for 115,000 to buy rice for 
those whose harvests had been ruined by floods. The rice has been bought 
-iin Thailand and shipped to Indonesia. So far, churches in Britain, Austra- 
lia, and New Zealand have subscribed ‘5,000 towards the cost of the rice. 


The third emergency is one threatened in West Irian (Netherlands New 
Guinea) where the UN mandate expires on May 1. For some thousands of child- 
ren from the interior who live in school hostels at the coast there will be 
no food whatsoever after May 1. ‘This means that the hostels, directed by 
the Evangelical Church, will have to close and the children must return 
to their homes in the interior, many days! journey away, with the possibility 
that they may never return to school. 


To provide food after the May 1 cut-off date so that the schools'do not 
have to be closed, the local churches propose to charter a ship and load it 
with rice which can be unloaded at piers and transported to the schools. 
This operation will cost .50,000. In response to an appeal from DICAR.S, 
support has been promised by the USA, Germany, Britain, and Australia... 

EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH BAPTIST COMMITTEE RECOM SDS 
CONTINUSD WCC. MEMBERSHIP 


faueoeabn - A committee appointed by the Netherlands Baptist Union to 
study the question of continuing membership in the \orld Council of Churches 
has reported four to one in favour of. retaining membership. 


The Baptist Union has been a member of the CC since the establishment 
of the Council in 1948. Some Dutch Baptists have said from time to time 
that the question never received proper consideration. ' The last annual 
assembly of the Baptist Union appointed the committee of five to bie the 
study. 
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The majority report, just released to its churches, admits to some 
concern about "certain developments" in the WCC but states that membership 
_ghould continue as long as "positive tendencies" predominate as at present. 
The fifth member of the committee recommended withdrawal. be 


Final decision as to the continuation of membership will be made at 
the 1963 annual assembly of the Netherlands Baptist Union in Sneek, 
May 8-9. EPS, Geneva 


UN FUND. AID FOR CUBA CLARIFIED 
BY USA CHURCH GROUPS — 


(New York) - Because Cuba will benefit from projects eee by the United 
Nations Special Fund, criticism of the UN has increased in some quarters of 
the United States. To "clarify misunderstandings", the National Council of 
Churches! Departments of International Affairs, and United Church \/omen have 
prepared an article on the Fund appearing in the current issue of Vorld ; 
Community, which they publish jointly. 


It explains that the UN programme is chiefly Gonoerned with agricul- 
tural research, and that Cuba is only one of 92 countries where such 
f projects are either being planned or operated by the Special Fund. 


"hile the U. S. Mission to the UN has objected to the approval of the 
Cuban allocation, as is its right", it continues, "the green light has 
nevertheless been given for the project." Pointing out that the UN does not 
belong to the United States or to the USSR or to any of its 110 members, 
the article underlines the UN's object to keep the peace and provide assis- 
tance for the poorer nations, regardless of their ideologies. (Bad 


In Cuba, it is explained, the research period will take five years and 
it will be another five before any concrete results will be seen. Of the 
total costs of the project, Cuba will pay more than one- -half, and since 
contributions to the Special Fund are made in the currencies of the nations 
which participate in it, no American dollars will be used by the UN. 


Compared to U.s. foreign aid, says the article, the pee Or Se Fund is 
modest. Its 286 projects involve a total expenditure of 589 million of 
which /,362 million is provided. bythe recipient countries. EPS, Geneva 


VALIDITY: OF "MIXUD" MARRIAGES PERFORMS 
IN PROTESTANT CHURCHES UPHELD BY Plast 


(Chicago) - Father Hans Kueng, Roman Catholic theologian and consultant to 
the Second Vatican Council, said here he believes the Catholic Church should 
recognize mixed marriages in Protestant churches as valid. 


The Swiss-born priest, dean of the theological faculty ae the Univer- 
sity. of Ttibingen, Germany, said in an interview here that he considered it 
‘absolutely necessary to do something" to change the rules. Revisions are 
especially needed in the U.S., England, and northern uropean nations 
are mixed marriages occur frequently, he stressed. 


He said he also favours change of the church's canon law requiring the 
Catholic partner to work for conversion of the Protestant. partner. Instead, 
he said, he supports the idea that "each partner has to respect the 
Christian faith of the other". 


No. 13 - 5th April, 1963 5 


It is even more important, Father Kueng said, that the Catholic Church 
recognize mixed marriages performed in Protestant churches. "They are now 
considered invalid", he commented. "It is a very sad and tragic situation. 
It is not good for the mixed marriage. It also is not good for the church." 


Further, he said, it was "intolerable" that children of mixed marriages 
stemming from non-Catholic rites are not considered legitimate by the 
Catholic Church. As to the baptism and education of children of mixed 
marriages, Father Kueng said he feels "it would be better left to the 
conscience of the parents", 


Rarlier, in an interview in Notre Dame, Ind., Father Kueng called for 
the "internationalization" of the itoman Curia, the central government of 
the church. 


Noting that the Curia has been staffed predominantly by Italian pre- 
lates, he declared, "the centre of the Catholic Church must be catholic. 
livery country, every mentality within the church must be represented." He 
observed that the United Nations! secretariat "is more catholic than the 
Catholic Church" EPS, Geneva 


EAST GERMAN CHURCIIS SUPPORT 
PROJECTS IN 16 COUNTRIES 


(Berlin, DDR) - Although money cannot normally be transferred out of Hastern 
Germany, the Protestant and Free Churches there have been able with the 
cooperation of the Red Cross to support Red Cross affiliated projects in 16 
countries, reports Oberkirchenrat Ulrich von Brtick, secretary of the "Bread 
for the World" campaign in the DDR. | 


Three fund-raising drives on behalf of this campaign have raised a 

total of DM 11,800,000 (about 52,950,000) from Protestant congregations in 
the DDR since 1959, or approximately one-third of the funds which the Red 
Cross has been able to send from Eastern Germany during the last 10 years. 

A large portion of the funds has been used to send drugs, vitamins, blankets, 
and hospital equipment to places urgently in need of these. 


Shipments have included 1,000 blankets and quantities of medicines for 
those who suffered in the Iran earthquake disaster last September. 


Another donation of DM 73,000 ($16,250) was used to purchase tents, 
blankets, medicines, clothing, and shoes for children in Algeria; for 
relief of flood victims in Dahomey; and to provide medical equipment for 
the Ivory Coast and Guinea. EPS, Geneva 


DR. BLAKE REVIGVS PROGRESS 
OF CHURCH UNION PROPOSAL 


(Chicago) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake said in an article published here that 
initial reponse to his proposal for uniting major U.S. church bodies, 
"which was surprisingly favourable and almost overwhelming in volume, has 
been remarkably sustained". 


The stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA reviewed 
the progress of the union proposal in an article in the March 27 issue of 
The Christian Century, an ecumenical weekly published here. 
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Out of the discussions of his original union proposal, three major 
questions have arisen, Dr. Blake said. These are: Is church union in 
America important on Christian grounds?; Would not the organization created 
by such a union hamper rather than help the mission of the Church’; Aren't 
the differences between evangelical and catholic traditions so deep that 
any union of the two would involve significant compromises and "watering 
down!''? 


Dealing with the first question, Dr. Blake said that for any union to 
be justifiable, members of each of the uniting churches must be convinced 
that the resulting united church not only preserves the essentials of their 
Christian conviction but gives them "an even wider support than our divided 
state now affords them". 


In spite of his support of the council of churches! movement, Dr. Blake 
said that councils are no substitute for an actual church union. Tlie said 
councils "must accept as given the sovereignty and separateness of the 
several denominations that compose their membership". 


-Qn the problem of organization, Dr. Blake stated that all major U.S. 
churches are struggling with this problem now in an effort to keep the 
organization from smothering the mission of the Church. 


He said—that the size of the united church "would not present any new 
problems which we do not already face, and. . .the creative mood a union 
would surely engender might very well enable us together to transcend our 
past organizations in ways that we find it hard to do separately". 


On the question of essential theological differences, Dr. Blake said 
there is "much greater agreement at the heart of Christian faith than the 
average church member or minister normally realizes", and that “allt but one 
of the most important differences cut across denominational Liorios a, fia 
one difference, he said, involved "the ordering of the ordained ministry" 
and the question of apostolic succession. | 


Dr. Blake said that sincé the Reformation catholics have tended to 
emphasize the sacraments and evangelicals have tended to emphasize the Word, 
though both agree that "the grace of God comes to God's people. . . through 
both Word and sacrament". 


Evangelicals and catholics need each other "if this historic distortion 
is to be overcome", he said. : EPS, . Geneva 


VATICAN COMMISSION STUDIES 
PROJUCT ON LAY APOSTOLATE 


(Vatican City) - The coordinating commission of the Second Vatican Council 
opened its second session here by discussing projects on the apostolate of 
the laity, and on the bishops and government of dioceses. The first session 
was held from January 21 to 27. 


‘Sessions were closed, but the Vatican Radio, in providing a general 
outline of the work, said the project on the lay apostolate consisted of 
two parts - one regarding the apostolate in general and the other the 
specific forms it takes. 


~° Tt said discussions on the bishops and government included relations 
between bishops and the Roman Curia and diocesan episcopal conferences, . 
parochial boundaries, and the care of souls. 
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In later sessions the commission studied a new draft of a schema on the 
sources of revelation. Vatican Radio said that the schema consisted of an 
introduction and five chapters dealing with the revelation of the Word of 
Ged, inspiration and interpretation, the Old Testament, the New Testament 
and the church's sacred writings. 


As written, the schema represents a collaboration between the Doctrinal 
Commission for Faith and Morals, headed by Alfredo Cardinal Ottaviani, and 
the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, headed by Augustin 
Cardinal Bea. 


One of the highlights of the Council's first session was the rejection 
of the first schema on the sources of revelation. 


During commission sessions Pope John xAIII announced establishment of 
.-@ Pontifical Commission for the Revision of the Code of Canon Law, the 
. "common law" of the Roman Catholic Church. 


It was subsequently announced by Vatican authorities that the new 
commission would be headed by Pietro Cardinal Ciraci, Prefect of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Council, with 28 other Princes of the Church - represent- 
ing 10 different nationalities - serving as members. EPS, Geneva 


BRCUMENICAL ATMOSPHERE, NOT UNITY, 
HaLD RUSSIAN AIM WITH CATHOLICS 


(Moscow) -~ The Russian Orthodox Church is anxious to "facilitate the crea- 
tion of an ecumenical atmosphere", but any talk of unity between it and the 
Homan Catholic Church at this time is unrealistic. 


This was the opinion expressed here by Alexander Kassem-Bek, a lay 
official of the Russian Church's Department of External Church Affairs, in 
the wake of an article he wrote for the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate. 
That article, he said, had been misinterpreted by some foreign correspondents. 


In an interview with Religious News Service, he said the correspondents 
had reported his article as expressing the hope that the Russian Church's 
centuries-old split from the Catholic Church might be ended, especially in 
view of the recent series of apparent efforts - including the meeting 
between Pope John XXIII and Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev's son-in-law, 
Alexei Adzhubei - both by the Russian government and the Russian Orthodox 
Church to improve relations with the Vatican. 


He said the article also had dealt with the Russian Chureh's attitude 
towards the various General Councils of the Roman Catholic Church. In this 
connection, he said, he had written: 


"The great interest towards the present Lcumenical Council is, there- 
fore, natural, due to the Russian Orthodox idea on the ecumenical atmosphere 
in general. Despite dogmatic and canonical differences between the two 
churches for a thousand years, the topics discussed at the Council are of 
interest here." But these words, he stressed, cannot properly be construed 
as saying that Russian Orthodox-Catholic unity lay in the near future. 


Mr. Kassem-Bek said he had-gone on to voice the hope that the Catholic 
Church "will find a worthy place among the peaceful forces actively striving 
for a stable, just international peace", adding: "Let us not abandon the 
hope that the clergy at the Mcumenical Council will deepen the ecumenical 
atmosphere which would enable us, through the mutual efforts of churches, 
and with the Lord's help, to bring closer the religious unity of all 
supporters of Christ.'! EPS, Geneva 
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. EUROPEAN BAPTISTS STUDY 
CHURCH-STATE: RULATIONS 


(Rtischlikon) - Some 60 scholars and leaders of Baptist churches in 18 
Huropean countries met at the Baptist Theological Seminary here last week 
to discuss problems of religious liberty and Baptist views of church-state 
relationships. 


Discussions were held against the background of several addresses in 
which the speakers stressed the need to reinterpret andre-examine historic 
Baptist views on the separation of Church and State. Study topics included 
the situation in the various turopean countries, particularly Spain, and 
also the meaning for Baptists of new church laws under consideration in 
Sweden, Norway, and the Canton of Zurich, Switzerland. 


At its conclusion the meeting issued a 7-point "Baptist Declaration on 
Church and State" which declared that both the Church and State "are properly 
involved in human relationships and human welfare", but warned that churches 
must be careful that in accepting public subsidies for projects in which the 
State is also interested there is no limitation of their authority. 


The conference, which was originally proposed by the Baptist \/orld 
Alliance's Commission on Religious Liberty and Human Rights, was sponsored 
by the Bantist Theological Seminary. Dr. J.D. Hughey, seminary president, 
was chairman. 


The Rev. Paul Abrecht, executive secretary of the Department on Church 
and Society of the Vorld Council of Churches, speaking on "Threats to 
Religious Liberty in the Vestern Democracies", emphasized three points: 

1) The necessity to rethink the meaning of the "secular"; 2) The challenge 
of the welfare state; and 3) The problems of social conformism in the Church. 


Speaking on the first point, he declared that "unfortunately the Church 
is ill prepared to discuss the problem of religious liberty in the modern 


-. gecular state and the secular society in a way which is convincing to any- 


body but a part of its own constituency". One of the reasons for this, he 
said, is that the churches, and "particularly our own Baptist community", 

have often dealt with religious liberty as a problem by itself, and apart 

from the larger problem of freedom, order, and civil rights. 


‘The basic question facing the churches in relation to secular society, 
he declared, is: "Can a state and society endure based on the secular 
conception of complete neutrality regarding the content of ultimate truth?" 
Is it not possible, he asked, that "a society founded on the principle that 
it is absolutely neutral regarding religious truth will end up advocating 
the view that religious truth doesn't make any difference?" 


Speaking of the welfare state, he said the major problem facing the 
Church is how it can "prevent the depersonalization and dehumanization of 
men" and the basic question is: "How can the Church fight for the true 
freedom of man in that situation?" 


On social conformity and the Church, he charged that "the biggest 
challenge to the freedom and action of the Church. . .will probably not be 
the pressure of the all-powerful state or oppressive laws, but the inability 
of the Church to overcome its own identification with the mores and 
accustomed patterns of society". 
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Dr. A..F. Carrillo de Albornoz, executive secretary of the Commission on 
neligious Liberty of the \lorld Council of Churches, discussing Roman 
Catholicism and religious liberty, reported that an encouraging number of 
noman Catholic scholars are accepting the view that their church must 
support religious liberty for all persons regardless of their religious 
beliefs. This trend, he said, is a reversal of the former dominant Catholic 
position that there could be liberty only for the "truth". 


furopean Baptist Federation secretary ltrik Rudén, delivering the clos- 
ing address of the conference on "Communism and Religious Liberty", 
declared: 


"Our greatest concern should be to make Christ known and believed in 
countries of all political systems and philosophical ideologies, Religious 
liberty is not in the first place an argument to discuss but a spirit to 
create.'' He added: "Our enemy is not communism but Satan, both in the last 
and the vest." UPS, Geneva 


EDITORS, SCHOLARS STUDY 
HFFECTIVENESS OF BIBLE RuADING NOTES 


(Geneva) - Millions of Christians throughout the world supplement their 
Bible reading with notes on the Scriptures prepared by any one of several 
dozen independent or church-related organizations. 


How effective these notes are and how they could be improved was the 
subject of a six-day consultation held here last week under auspices of the 
Leumenical Institute and Youth Department of the Worid Council of Churches. 


Attending the consultation, the first of its kind ever held, were some 
45 editors and writers, Bible scholars, and youth and student workers from 
Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox churches all over the world. 


Discussions were set against the background of several speeches and 
ranged from the need to develop criteria which would control content, to 
ways of coordinating the work of the many agencies in the field. 


several speakers were sharply critical of work being done at present, 
Mr. Penry Jones, religious adviser to ABC television network in Great 
Britain, described the content of some as "coming out of an age and state 
which assumes piety and assumes that God speaks through religion or in 
religious ways". 


-The consultation also expressed concern that most of the Bible notes 
going into Asia, Africa, and Latin America are translations of the material 
prepared in the \lest and are not entirely suitable for non-Western readers. 


Discussion speakers noted that criteria which shape the content of the 
notes are generally determined by the complicated interaction of four 
factors: scholarly exegesis, the theological point of view of the sponsor- 
ing body, pedagogical considerations, and the editor's understanding of 
the readers! wishes. Still a fifth, which some editors must keep in mind, 
is the necessity to sell the matérial and balance the books. 


Seeking to coordinate their work the group decided to ask the United 
Bible Societies headquarters in London to consider serving as a channel 
through which the agencies could exchange information. 
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The Rev. Clement Welch, director of the Forward liovement publications 
of the Episcopal Church (USA), in one of the speeches describing the diffi- 
culties faced by writers of the notes said the translation of Christian 
belief into the thought forms of this technological age is "comparable to 
the encounter of Christianity with other religions. 


"Tho hope for the Church is to explore with humility the nature of 
society, making even of its own ignorance a ministry, and learning to 
express its certainties in a way acceptable to a world suspicious or val 


claims to final truth", he declared. EPS, Geneva 
ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN BROADCASTERS EMBARGO: For release on or 

TO HOLD. CONSTITUTING ASSEMBLY MAY 4-9 after April 12, 1963 
(Nairobi) -~ The constituting assembly of the ‘forld Association for Christian 


Broadcasting, a new body which will seek "to promote the effective use of 
radio and television by churches and Christian groups for a faithful 
proclamation of the Gospel throughout the world" will be held at the Limuru 
Conference Centre, near here, May 4-9. Some 60 persons from all over the 
world are expected to attend. 


Membership in the new body will be open to both church agencies and 
individuals. 

The jACB is an outgrowth of the World Committee for Christian Broad- 
casting (ICCB) which was organized in 1957 as a loosely knit, informal 
group with most of its membership coming from Lurope and the United States. 


Among the first actions of the meeting will-be the ratification of a 
draft constitution and the election of officers, including regional secre+ 
taries for Asia, Africa, the Near East, lurope, North America, and South 
America. : 


The new association, according to its executive director, the Rev. Dr. 
Sigurd Aske, who is also general director of the new "Radio Voice of the 
Gospel".in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, will be orientated just as much towards 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 


He said this change in focus has been brought about by "the new and 
staggering challenge confronting the Christian churches in these continénts". 


He added that plans for the \/ACB grew out of "keenly felt needs among 
people engaged in Christian broadcasting. . .to come together to compare 
notes. . .and to analyse the purposes and accomplishments of their work". 


Keynote speaker at the opening session will be Lutheran Bishop Hanns 
Lilje, of Hannover, Germany. EPS, Geneva 


"PURITANICAL" SUNDAY ADVOCATLS 

HELD HARMEPUL IN CHURCH REPORT 

(Leeds, England) ~ Advocates of a more "puritanical" Sunday are likely to 
do more harm than good to the Christian cause, according to a report 
unanimously approved by the Council of the Congregational Union of England 
and \/jales here. 
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The report, prepared by a special commission, will be submitted to the 
annual Congregational Assembly when it meets in London in May. 


It said it is the duty of every church member to go to church every 
Sunday if possible, and the proper use of the Sabbath also includes "serious 
thought, enjoyment of home and the family, and duties of necessity and 
mercy". However, it stated, it would be unrealistic to suggest that every 
Christian could find time for such a full programme. EPS, Geneva 


JAPANESK ChuilStTIANS OPPOSE 
REE STABLISHULGINT OF MYTHICAL DATE 


(Tokyo) - Individual Japanese scholars and religious leaders have strongly 
protested: a bill presented to the Diet by 15 Liberal-Democratic Diet members 
which includes proposals to revive National Party Day (Kigensetsu). 


statements against the proposals also have been issued by the Japan 
Christian Peace League and at a religious sectional meeting of the Citizens! 
Cultural League. 


Kigensetsu, established by the Keiji government in 1874 and banned by 
the Occupation authorities after \forld War II, commemorated the accession 
of the mythological first Emperor Jimmu. 


Opponents of the proposal say it would open the way for a rebirth of 
national Shinto and a perpetuation of a mythical date as history. 


However, they note that there is no holiday marking the foundation of 
the nation and that the desire for such a day is strong. This together with 
the possibility of an extra holiday in the summer, make it extremely likely 
the bill will be approved sooner or later, informed circles believe. 

BPS, Geneva 


JEWISH TILIQLOGIAN DWORIAS ATPACKS ON MISSIONS: 
ASKS CHRISTIAN- JuwISiH CONVERSATIONS 


(Tel-Aviv) - Schalom Ben-Chorin, a Jewish lay theologian, writing in The 
Liberal Review, a monthly published here, describes the problem of 
Christian missions in Israel as "a test of the tolerance of the Israeli 
Bienen. SOCLOLY. o. . 


While for the majority of Jews "Christian missions are a stumbling 
block", he wrote, it is true that the Jewish press has been allowed to 
See in "an undisciplined outcry" against them and that in Parliament 
and at "irresponsible protest meetings" there have been "immoderate attacks". 


But, he charged, Christian missions continue to mix social assistance 
with a zeal to win converts, seek to influence children, and try "systen- 
atically to control people whose lives were broken". 


One of the solutions, he says, lies in a replacement of the "old 
style" mission activity with religious conversations between Christians and 
Jews. The fact that no such conversations have taken place, he said, is 
the fault of the Jews for they must be the ones to take the initiative. 

EPS, Geneva 


No. 13 - 5th April, 1963 | | one 


NEY BILL “OULD RESTuICT 
MISSION VORK.IN TsnAbh 


(Jerusalem) -. The Jewish Orthodox party has submitted a bill to Parliament 
which would impose new restrictions on the work of Christian missions in 
israel. 


Under the bill anyone involved in the conversion of a citizen under 16, 
or anyone permitting a’ young person to receive instruction in a religion - 
other than his own, would be liable to two years! imprisonment and a fine 
of up to .2,000. Similar penalties would be levied against persons who 
offer material advantages to Jews for changing their religion. 


Informed observers believe the bill will not obtain the majority vote 
required to make it a law. According to the paper Yedi-oth Aharonoth, 


Foreign llinister Golda Meir is opposed to the bill because it "would be 
damaging to Israel's prestige". EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH JOURNALS SUPPORT 
RIGHTS OF PROTLSTANTS 


(Madrid) - Two Spanish journals, reflecting widely different political 
points of view, have published articles calling for better relations between 
Protestants and lioman Catholics. 


ABC,. the conservative monarchist daily, said editorially that while 
Protestantism had "repeatedly presented itself as an historic foe and threat 
to our religious unity. . .it is now necessary to revise our attitude 
towards it, not from a nationalist viewpoint. . .but from spiritual and 


hence ecumenical considerations". 


The journal, is Ast, which reflects the views of leftist and military 
circles, called for freedom of worship in Spain terming it "an elementary 
right today all over the world". 


Noting that according to Article 6 of the Spanish Constitution no one 
may be persecuted for his religious beliefs, the paper said that "the time 
has now come to. . .put this article into practice”, 


Another indication last week of the growing amity between Spanish... 
Protestants and Roman Catholics was the announcement by the Ministry of 
Information that it has authorized publication of eight books by Protestant 
authors. The decision is also expected to make it easier to distribute 
Protestant publications generally. | GPS, Geneva 


NGW MuASURGS WOULD STRENGTHEN 
MUSLIM POST?ION IN PAKISTAN 


(Karachi) - A constitutional amendment to change Pakistan's name to the 
"Tslamic Republic of Pakistan" has been introduced in the National Assembly 
by Khurshid Ahmed, the Minister of Law. Mr. Ahmed said the change was 
necessary to express the "theological aspect" of the country. 


Barlier a bill was introduced in session of the ‘/est Pakistan Assembly 
meeting in tawalpindi, which would allow the disinheritance of Muslims who 
become Christians. However, the government, which has the support of 100 
of the 1543 Assembly members, is expected to oppose the measure. EPS, Geneva 


No. 13 - 5th April, 1963 | 13 


CARDINAL BEA GIVES 3 LECTURES 
AT HARVARD COLLOQUIUM 


(Cambridge, Mass.) ~ Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secre- 
tariat for Promoting Christian Unity, gave three lectures last week at a 
four-day Roman Catholic-Protestant collcequium held here under auspices of 
Harvard University's Divinity School. 


Hach lecture was attended by a capacity audience estimated at 4,500 
persons, including 150 prominent American and Canadian Protestant and 
Roman Catholic scholars and theologians attending the colloquium. 


According to G. Ernest Wright, Parkman Professor of Divinity at Harvard, 
the colloquium represented "the first time in the country, as far as we know, 
that there has been such a large confrontation of Catholic and Protestant 
scholars to discuss theological issues". 


In his first lecture the 8l-year-91ld Cardinal defined the ecumenical 
attitude as consisting "simply in the fact that we seriously accept the New 
Testament teaching of baptism and its consequences". 


He proposed four specific areas for interreligious study: in theology, 
an analysis of the historical development of theological thought; in church 
history, a study to clear away misunderstandings, prejudices and misccn- 
ceptions; in biblical scholarship, a study to promote a more objective 
exegesis and foster constant reading and deeper meditation; and in canon 
law, a study of the extent juridical decisions are based on historical oir- 
cumstances and of how legislation should be changed in fidelity tc the 
principle of all sohurch law. 


-In his second and third lectures which dealt with the Vatican Council, 
Cardinal Bea mentioned as the Council's three positive results thus far: 
the establishment of an official organ in Rome to foster: Christian unity; 
the presence of the observers who, he said, made "a tremendously deep 
impression on the Catholics themselves"; and the realization that "all 
Christians belong together", 


Scanning future prospects, he said that while nothing could be changed 
.in Roman Catholic doctrine which the church regards as essential parts of 
divinely revealed faith, develcpments could be expected in clearing up 
"misunderstandings" about a number of teachings and in the area of doctrinal 
matters which have never been definitely decided by the Roman Catholio 
Church. He cited among these the union of Christians with Christ, the 
membership of non-Catholic Christians in Christ's Church, and the practice 
of the church in divine worship. EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONARIES STILL NEEDED BY 
CONGO CHURCHES, OFFICIAL REPORTS 


(Stanleyville, Congo) - Congolese churches still need missionaries from 
overseas, according to the Rev. Pierze Shaumba, general secretary of the 
Protestant Council in the Congo. But it also wants to send out its own 


missionaries, he said in his report to the annual meeting of the Council here. 


Speaking of the Congo government's relation to the various churches, he 
defended its neutrality and declared that "our government is censtituted for 
everyone; and we want it to be ... without confessional bias". 

EPS, Geneva 
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BISHOP AFFIRMS ORTHODOX 
MONASTERY STILL OPLN 


(Lvov) - Reports in the foreign press that the Potchaev Lavra, a monastery 
in the Russian Orthodox diocese of Lvov and Tarnopol, USSR, has been closed 
have been expressly denied by Bishop Gregorius, bishop of the diocese. 


Bishop Gregorius said that life in the monastery is continuing as usual 
and that the monks are able to fulfil their monastic duties undisturbed. 
He said the stream of pilgrims is as large as ever, and that the churches 
connected with the monastery are still filled with worshipers, and services 
are held uninterruptedly almost 24 hours a day. BPS, Geneva 


IN BRILE 


The publication of a new English Reference Bible, King James Version, 
a major publishing venture in preparation by biblical scholars since 1946, 
has been announced by the American Bible Society. The volume was developed 
to provide an inexpensive study edition of the Bible. It is the first 
reference Bible ever prepared by the Society, an interdenominational agency 
founded in 1816 for the translation, publication, and distribution of 
Seriptures "without note or comment and without purpose of profit". All 
references in the new volume are made directly to other portions of the 
Scriptures so that theological: controversy is avoided, an announcement said. 


* ri9 Mh a3 


Vart Land, Oslo's Christian daily, has raised nearly: 325,000 for open- 
ing a new Lutheran mission station - complete with hospital and school - 
in an unevangelized part of Uthiopia.. The newspaper started a collection 
for this purpose after learning that the Norwegian Lutheran Mission was 
unable to. meet a request received from Ethiopians living at Gata. © 


* *K * 


The Holy Synod of the Scumenical Patriarchate has announced it will 
set up a separate metropolitan see in Germany and send five more priests 
to minister to the needs of the thousands of Greek labourers in the country. 
The plan is in line with a concerted effort to provide for the emigrants 
being made by both the Greek government. and the Orthodox Church. 


* * * 


The liarte lfemorial Chapel at Tiberias, Israel, overlooking the sea of 
Galilee, has been dedicated at a service attended by representatives of. 
several religious groups, local clergy, and government officials. ‘The 
chapel was made possible by a eift of Mrs. tenry Vvarren Austin of Oak Park,Ill. 
USA, and honours the memory of Archibald Clinton Harte, a pioneer YMCA 
secretary. Located on the Jerusalem YMCA's Peniel-by-Galilee campsite, 
the chapel is one of the projects of the International Committee of the 
YMCAs of the United States and Canada. It is intended for use by Christian 
groups visiting the Holy Land from around the world and as an international 
conference centre. ids 


i %¥ * * 
Mr. Isaac Kalonji has been re-elected president of the Senate in the 


Congo by a large majority. The son of a Protestant minister, he worked for 
six years for the American Mission in the Congo. 


* * * 
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Martin Buber, the 85-year-old Jewish philospher who lives in Jerusalen, 
will receive the 100,000 guilder ({28,000) annual Brasmus Prize at a cere- 
money in Amsterdam, July 3, the Erasmus Foundation has announced. The prize 
is awarded for contributions to European culture. Last year it went to 
koman Catholic theologian Romano Guardini. 


* * * 


The annual meeting of the U.S. Conference for the World Council of 
Churches, an organization of WCC member churches in the USA, will be held 
at Buck Hill Falls; Pa.', April” 24-26, Thirty USA churches are WCC members. 


* * * 


A theological study conference on the nature of the Church and the 
meaning of church membership is planned by the Church of the Brethren (USA) 
in July, 1964. The theme will be "The Meaning of Membership in the Body of 
Christ", and the conference will centre particularly on New Testament 
teachings, Reformation and post-Reformation thought, and emerging patterns 
dm ehurcn Lit ee 

*¥ * * 


The Ford Foundation has announced a 214,000 grant to the Japan Inter- 
national Christian University near Tokyo for its new Graduate School of 
Public Administration. The school, scheduled to open April 25, is Japan's 
first institution of higher learning designed to train leaders for public 
service in that Asian country and abroad, 


* * * 


Anglican, Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Greek Orthodox clergymen 
took part in an ecumenical discussion held at the Monastery of Gonia at 
Chanea, Crete, sponsored by Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Hrineos of Kissamos.Arch- 
imandrite lrineos, chief preacher of the Kissamos diocese, said the purpose 
of the meeting was "to put into practice the much desired brotherly approach 
among all Christians". 


* Za * 


Sociological studies of the effects on crime rates of the introduction 
or removal of highly punitive measures have not so far shown conclusively 
that punishment has any deterrent effect, states a report issued by the 
Board of Social Responsibility of the Church Assembly (Anglican) in London. 
The report, entitled Punishment, says that since many of the people it is 
hoped to deter are impulsive - "influenced by remote sanctions" - this is 
not surprising. "Corporal punishment has not been shown to have any reform- 
atory value, and there are signs that it hardens attitudes towards authority. 
Capital punishment may be an act of retribution but it can hardly claim to 
be reformative', it said. 


* * * 


Fifty delegates from thirteen different countries attended the first 
ANZEA (Australia, New Zealand, Hast Asia) Conference of the Scripture 
Union, held March 25-29 at Port Dixon, Malaya. They reviewed programmes of 
the Union in each country with a view to consolidating the work and 


increasing the outreach, 
x * *X 
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About 2,000 Negroes were guests in 500 white homes of Chicago and its 
suburbs during the second massive Interracial Home Visitation Day sponsored 
by Protestants, Catholics, and Jews. The visits were a sequel to, the first 
project of its kind in Chicago history when approximately 2,500 white 
persons were entertained in 450 Negro homes last January 6. The programme 
was sponsored by an interreligious committee representing the Church Federa- 
tion of Greater Chicago, the Catholic Interracial Council of Chicago, and 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations Chicago Federation. Also cooper- 
ating was the Chicago Conference on Religion and Race which represents the 
interdenominational federation, the Chicago Catholic archdiocese, and the 
Chicago Board of Rabbis. ; . 


* * * 


A course of ecumenical studies is being held this month at the Papal 
University of Salamaca, Spain, under sponsorship of the University's Icu- 
menical Circle of Pope John XXIII. The programme of studies includes the. 
conditions for dialogue between Christians; the different Christian con- 
fessions; the history of the ecumenical movement; the Roman Catholic 
Church and ecumenism; and the meaning of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. 


* * * 


The majority of the approximately 25 Christian peace groups in Japan 
will merge to form the Japan Christian's Peace Council. Its first general 
assembly will be held in May. The three major aims of the new body will 
be: "To act in the political social and economic spheres as well as in the 
Church; to exert effort to secure an ordered society and a peaceful world; 
and to oppose rearmament and protect our democratic 'Peace Constitution'". 

PS, Geneva 
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PRIGST TELLS PROTESTANT EDITORS 
“CC ASSEMBLY VAS "MORAL HMTRACLE" 


Father dward Duff, S.J., said the "moral miracle" included "the fact 
of the orld Council of Churches itself, a fellowship of nearly 200 churches, 
ranging geographically and theologically from the Copts in sthiopia to the 
Pentecostals in Chile, all committed to strive for that unity which ali 
acknowledged to be Christ's clear will for His followers". 


Professor of ecumenics at the Jesuit House of Studies, ‘eston, Mass., 
Father Duff spoke before the annual meeting of the Associated Church Press 
(ACP), an organization of editors of more than 160 Protestant and Orthcdox 


-periodicals in the USA and Canada. 


"The history of the ecumenical movement was familiar enough to me", 
the priest told the editors. "Indeed, I had studied the activities and 
policies of the WCC for a lengthy p-riod, working in its archives in Geneva. 
I was aware of the essential paradox of the ecumenical movement: an agree- 
ment that Christ wills the unity of His Church with a simultaneous disagree- 
ment as to the nature of the Church - and of the means of achieving it or 
re-finding it. 


"it was the high and holy purposefulness of the delegates at New Delhi, 
their passionate and personal commitment to Christ as Lord and Saviour, 
their troubled awareness of the scandal of the divisions among Christ's 
followers, their humility in the face of the compromises of Christians and 
Christian churches with the evils of economic injustice, selfish national- 
ism, and racial pride - these were for me the 'moral miracle' of New Delhi." 
DPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH METHODIST LSADER Shus 
INTERCOMMUNION WITH ANGLICANS IN 5 YGARS 


(Philadelphia, Pa.) - Dr. Harold Roberts, chairman of the British Methodist 
delegation which conducted unity discussions with the Church of England, 
said here he believes intercommunion will be achieved between the two 
churches in five years, but that full organic union will take at least 
twenty. (See EPS No. 9). 


Dr. Roberts, principal of Richmond College, said that Iinglish Methodists 
would accept the episcopacy as a part of union but not "the idea that.epis- 
copacy is of the essence". This,he said,would be approved 'bnly as ore of 
the ways of giving unity and continuity to the Church", 


In London, last week the.Methodist Recorder, the church's unofficial 
but influential journal, writing of the proposed union recommended by the 
joint committee, said that some of the objections its correspondents had 
written. about, "seem to us to be unduly fearful or wide of the mark. 


"There is no reason", the Recorder said, "to suppose that the class 
meeting would vanish. On the contrary, there is good reason to anticipate 
that, together with its’ concomitant pastoral care by lay leaders, it would 
be a welcome contribution to a wider church. me ae 


~«FPurther; it said, tt need -not~be “taken for granted that the Methodist 
social witness would end. .. Those who have firm convictions will not 
lightly surrender them. They should anticipate with satisfaction the 
opportunity for a wider area of witness if they sincerely believe, as we do, 
that those convictions are well-founded." 


However, the Recorder said, while such questions may seem "elementary 
to the theologians. . ,it must be recognized that the theological arguments 
will not dominate the judgments. . . They are acute to society stewards 
and church wardens. If we are not to be held back by craven fears, or 
spurred on by delusive hopes, they must be patiently, persistently, and 
fully answered." _ EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH CATHOLIC BISHOP ASKS 
PROTESTANT COOPGRATION. IN CHAPLAINCY WORK 


(Flushing, the Netherlands) - Mgr. G.H. de Vet, Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Breda, has called for joint Roman Catholic-Protestant cooperation in indus- 
trial chaplaincy programmes in the Netherlands. . 


Speaking to a large audience of Protestants and Roman Catholics: here, 
he said that under Roman Catholic auspices discussion groups of workers, 
executives, and trade union leaders have been organized in several major 
Dutch industrial centres, many of them in predominantly Protestant areas. 


Me urged the Protestant leaders to join with Roman Catholics in spon- 
soring and providing leadership to these programmes. 


"There is nothing we would like more than to have other churches 
participate in this reflection and search", he declared. ; , 
_ EPS, Geneva 
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EMBARGO: For release after Haster, 
April 14, and before Pentecost, June 2. 
Pull text of the message is attached. 


WCC PRESIDENTS ISSUE 
PENTECOST MESSAGE 


(Geneva) - A call to "venture into new paths" is sounded by the presidents 
of the iJorld Council of Churches in their annual message for Pentecost, 
June 2, 1963. 


In a message which will be read from pulpits in many lands and in many 
languages, the presidents of the Council ask the 201 Protestant, Anglican, 
and Orthodox member churchess 


"Do we begin and end with the Holy Spirit? Christians everywhere are 
united: to be a Christian is to have received the Holy Spirit; to be the 
Church is, since the first Pentecost, to be full of the Holy Ghost." 


The presidents refer to "vast opportunities for Christian witness and 
service (that) still lie before us, untapped not simply from lack of helpers 
or resources, but fundamentally because we will not 'walk by the Spirit! or 
exercise the gift we have all of us received. 


"Do we likewise end with the Holy Spirit? That means an openness, a 
looking forward. There is much hopeful talk at present of Christian unity 
and what was once tne pursuit of the few has become the search of all. But 
unity in the Holy Spirit will demand sacrifices as we venture into new 
paths chosen, not by us but by Him.!! 


A warning is issued against the temptation to be nostalgic "for the 
first century A.D., or the twelfth, or the sixteenth - or even for the first 
fifty years of the ecumenical movement! 


"St. Paul warns us to leave the things that are behind, and to press 
on to the goal of our calling. He does so perhaps knowing that even 
Christians can lose their nerve. But not to press on is serious, since it 
is the very negation of faith in the Holy Spirit, who always goes before us, 
eager to show us afresh the things of Christ." 


The six presidents signing the message are: Archbishop Iakovos, Greek 
Orthodox primate of North and South America, New York; iir Francis Ibian, 
governor of astern Nigeria and a leading Presbyterian layman, iinugu, 
Nigeria; Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, London; 
Principal David Moses of Hislop College, Nagpur, India, Church of South 
India; -Dr. Martin Nieméller, president of the svangelical Church of Hesse- 
Nassau, J/iesbaden, Germany; and Charles C. Parlin, New York lawyer and 
Metnodist layman. The honorary president, Dr. Joseph H. Oldham, ecumenical 
pioneer, St. Leonards-on-sea, United Kingdom, also signed the message. 


Pentecost or Whitsunday is observed by many churches as a day to stress 
the unity and witness of the Church. It commemorates the descent of the 
Holy Spirit to 120 Christian believers gathered in Jerusalem after the 
resurrection. The second chapter of the Book of Acts describes the first 
Pentecost. The day falls fifty days after Baster. In 1963 Orthodox and 
Protestant churches will celebrate Pentecost on the same Sunday, June 2. 

EPS, Geneva 


(A glossy photo of the Pentecost poster is available. It features the theme 
"Trust in the Holy Spirit" and shows pilgrims on the island of Iona kneeling 
in prayer. A picture of the presidents of the WCC is also available from 

the Geneva and New York offices of the World Council. ) 
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COMMON PROTESTANT-CATHOLIC 
"TECTIONARY" ASKED AT HARVARD 


(Cambridge, Mass. ) - A four-day Protestant-Catholic Colloquium at Harvard 
University here closed with endorsement by participants of a proposal for a 
common "lectionary' of scriptural readings for use in all Christian churches. 
PGee MPS NO seta 


Hope that such a plan would be presented to the Vatican by Augustin 
Cardinal Bea, S.J., president of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity, was expressed by Dr. J. Harry Cotton of Harvard's Divinity 
School and a spokesman for the colloquium. 


He said participants "saw no overriding reason why such a lectionary 
could not be used". He explained that in using the lectionary each religious 
group would read the same biblical passage from its approved version of the 
scriptures. 


Cardinal Bea gave three lectures on consecutive days to keynote the 
colloquium for some 150 Protestant and Catholic theologians who met later 
in public and private sessions for Christian unity talks. 


Later, at a press conference in New York, asked whether "Catholics can 
accept freedom of conscience for each and every man to choose his own 
religion or to choose to have no religion at all, Cardinal Bea said that 
"it is true that in certain places some members of the Church have not 
respected this right of freedom of conscience - as we see happening in other 
fields of human activity". He continued: 


"The liberty of man means that man has the right to decide his own 
destiny freely according to the dictates of his own conscience. From this 
conscience is born the duty and the right of man to follow his conscience, 
to which duty and right corresponds the duty both of individuals and of 
society to respect that liberty of personal decision. 


hen we say conscience, we exclude, of course, moral anarchy and we 
implicitly affirm the existence in every man of the moral obligations which 
result from the very nature of man since he is endowed with reason. To 
these moral obligations belong also the duties of a man to his fellow men. 
In the ultimate analysis man fulfills these obligations in obeying his own 
conscience." 


While in New York, the cardinal spoke at an "agape" banquet given in 
his honour by the American Council for the International Promotion of 
Democracy under God (CIP), sponsor of the International University Lox 
Social Studies Pro Deo in Rome which enrolls 2,000 students - Catholics, 
Protestants, Jews, Moslems, Hindus, and Buddhists - from 58 countries. 


Three hundred guests, including prominent Protestant, Catholic, and 
Jewish civic and religious leaders, heard the cardinal hail the gathering 
as 'a sign that men of our own time are more deeply reflecting on the pro- 
foundly spiritual basis of human existence; in order to build upon this 
foundation a future strong enough to resist the serious common dangers that 
threaten us". iPS, Geneva 
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VERY STRONG VITALITY REPORTED 
CHARACTERISTIC OF CUBAN CHURCHES 


(Camaguey, Cuba) - work of the evangelical churches in Cuva is characterized 
by a "very strong vitality" and they look forward to enlarging their work 
and influence in the future, although they are presently somewhat limited 
mainly because of the nationalization of private schools. 


This was the consensus of some 100 leaders convened here for the recent 
annual meeting of the Cuban Council of the Evangelical Churches. The three- 
day meeting approved a new constitution, elected officers, and heard speeches 
on topics including new forms of evangelism, and new perspectives. 


A report from the Cuban Bible Society indicated that in 1962 27,000 
Bibles, 35,000 copies of the New Testaments, and 100,000 other portions of 
the Scriptures were distributed. The figure is less than for the previous 
year. because of “transportation problems and other difficulties". 


Members of the council are the Methodist, Presbyterian, Friends, 
American Baptist, and Free Baptist churches, the Salvation Army, the West 
Indian Mission, the ivangelical Theological Seminary at pagan and the 
United Bible Societies. 


Officers named included: the Rev. Adolfo Ham, Bapntist, president; 


the Rev. ttiafael Cepeda, Presbyterian, vice-president; and the Rev. Jorge 
Leén, Methodist, executive secretary. BPS, Geneva 


BRITISH CLERICS OPPOSE 
BILL ON DIVORCE 


(London) - In an unusual joint declaration the churches of Britain have 
gone on record in opposition to a bill in Parliament that would allow a 
divorce after seven years! separation "whether or note a matrimonial offense 
had been committed against the petitioner". 


The statement was signed by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 
the Archbishop of Wales, the Archbishop of Birmingham on behalf of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy of ingland, and by the Moderator, and the general 
secretary.of the Free Church Pederal Council. 


It declared that "until now the state laws of marriage in this country 
have- been framed on the assumption that marriage is a lifelong covenant not 
to be terminated solely by the wish of the partners". 


Under the new bill this would be altered in two ways. First, even if 
one of the partners in tie marriage were opposed, divorce would still be 
possible if it could be shown that the separation was due partly to his or 
her unreasonable conduct and that there would be no hardship caused by, the 
divorce. Secondly, divorce would be permitted after seven years! separation 
by the consent.of both partners. 


The church leaders said that they,were concerned that it would lead to 
"an increasing tendency to enter upon (the covenant of marriage) less 


seriously if the law allowed it to be ended on the principle of the part- 
ners' desire to end it. Furthermore, if once the principle of divorce by 
consent after separation were admitted by the law the pressure would arise 
+ +s at make the period shorter", they said. iPS, Geneva 
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WSCF TO SPONSOR STUDY FELLOWSHIP 
ON THE UNIVERSITY MINISTRY 


(Geneva) - The World Student Christian Federation will sponsor an inter- 
national study fellowship on the university ministry to be held September, 
1964, through June, 1964, at Princeton, New Jersey. The programme, approved 
at the recent WSCF officers! meeting, will be in the nature of an experi- 
mental project "to discover how best to respond to the tremendous need for 
developing oreative leadership for the ministry of the Christian community 
in universities throughout the world". its purpose is to provide an experi- 
ence of study, group life, and work on an international basis for those 
involved professionally or otherwise in the ministry of the Church in 

higher education. 


Some 15 to, 20 participants, drawn from many countries, will "live 
together as a disciplined Christian community" for the period, after which 
each person will be assigned for several months to in-service training 
under the supervision of a qualified counsellor-director at a university 
centre in North America, 


The programme is administered by an international committee based in 
North America, UPS, Geneva 


FATTER KUNG HOLDS FREGDOM 
VITAL FOR CATHOLIC THEOLOGY 


(Collegeville, Minn.) - Father Hans Kting, Roman Catholic theologian and 
consultant to the Second Vatican Council, declared here that the Catholic 
Church lags behind Protestant theology in many fields because of "a lack 
of freedom". : 


The Swiss-born priest, dean of the theological faculty at the Univer- 
sity of Ttibingen, Germany, spoke before 2,500 persons who crowded St.John's 
University Abbey Church. 


He said that among the theological studies in which the church is 
lagging are exegesis, history of dogma, and comparative religion. "If the 
Catholic press is often more boring and less honest than the secular press, 
this is usually not due to lack of imagination or integrity in Catholic 
editors, but again to lack of freedom.” 


"The more the Catholic Church makes freedom a reality within her -_ 
freedom of thought, of speech, of writing, and of action - the more this 
freedom. . .will represent an advance towards the Christians separated from 
her", he declared, 


Later, replying to a question from the student audience, he made these 
comments: 


On Mariology: Mary, as the mother of Jesus, has an important place 
in the church, but veneration of her has been exaggerated in the past 
century. "The Son is infinitely more important than the mother." 


On relation of Scripture and tradition: "The church has always to 
see what God is saying through Scripture. Often canon law has been more 
important than the Gospel." 


On reforms needed in liturgy: It is a "scandal" that the words of the 
consecration of the Mass are not said aloud and so that they are under- 
standable to everyone, WPS, Geneva 
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19 CHRISTIAN GROUPS OPPOSE 
NATION'S HOUSE ARREST LAW 


(Capetown) - Leaders of 19 Christian church groups and missions in South 
Africa have called on the country's Parliament to change a section of the - 
1962 General Law Amendment Act which gives the Minister of. Justice the power 
of house arrest and to place the responsibility in the hands of the courts. 
(See EPS No, 41, 1962). 


The petition was submitted to Parliament by the Rev. Basil Brown, 
secretary of the South African National Council of Christian Churches. 
Churches represented by the signers included Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, 
Sauce Congregational, Presbyterian, Moravian, and the STALLION Army. 


The law, which is also known as the Anti-Sabotage Act, was designed, 
‘according to government officials, as a defence against communism. It gives 
extraordinary powers to, the Minister of Justice in national emergencies. 
Opponents of, the act, however, have charged it is used to buttress the 
government's apartheid (racial segregation) policies. 


In their petition, the church leaders acknowledged that the state "has 
a divine commission to maintain peace and order, but it is also committed 
by the same commission to establish and maintain justice", HPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP SUGGuSTS 
SECRETARTAT FOR NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 


(Rome) - Bishop Anton Thijssen of Larantuka, Indonesia, a 56-year-old. 
Dutchman, at a press conference in Rome last week, suggested that a perman- 
ent Vatican Secretariat be set.up for the major non-Christian religions. - 


In the same way as the Secretariat for the Promoting of Christian 
Unity fosters conversations between the different Christian confessions, 
this secretariat would invite representatives of all the non-Christian 
religions for an exchange of thought with Roman Catholic theologians, he 
said. 


Ie said.such a secretariat would be valuable for both sides because 
Catholics could learn much from the liturgy, the culture, and the philosophy 
of the non-Christian religions. . EPS, Geneva 


HAMBURG GROUP 70 ASK ATT: INDANCE OF 
ORTHODOX AT VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Hamburg) - The Ecumenical Discussion Group sponsored by the ivangelical 
Academy here will ask the autocephalous Orthodox churches of the Last to 
send Orthodox observers to the second session of the Vatican Council. The 
Discussion Group consists of svangelical, Roman, Catholic, and Orthodox lay- 
men from Hamburg. | 


In late 1962 this group sent a letter to the ‘Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople, asking him to send observers to the second session of the 
Council. Their initiative was warmly welcomed at the time by Cardinal. Bea, 
head of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promoting of Christian Unity. 

sf EPS, Geneva 
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NATHEISTS CLUBS" 
PROD BULGARIANS 


(Bolgyade) - Bulgaria is promoting special "atheist clubs" to combat 
increasing activity by religious groups. - 


An article in the newspaper Rabotnichesko Delo, official organ of the 
Bulgarian Communi=:+ Party, warned its members to show vigilance in oppos- 
ing an increase in religious “yropaganda",. 


It condemned the "lack of interest" and "passiveness" of some party 
members toward this increase and called for greater "scientific-atheistic" 
propaganda against persisting "religious prejudices and superstitions", 


The struggle against these "remnants of old beliefs" is an inseparable 
part of Communist education, the newspaper said. 


Atheists! clubs are reported to have been formed in Sofia, the capital, 
and in Plovdiv, an industrial centre in south Bulgaria, and other district 
towns, such as Pleven and Turnovo. 


Atheists also are publishing anti-religious literature and staging 
theoretical conferences in several big towns, including Bourgas, Bulgaria's 
largest Black Sea port. EPS, Geneva 


EUROPEAN WOMEN URGE STUDY 
OF FAMILY LIFE ETHICS 


(Zurich) = A small group of leading European Christian women meeting here 
have urged the various national and confessional church groups in Europe to 
pool their resources to make a study of the most urgent questions concern- 
ing the ethics of sex and family life. 


The group also called for intensified promotion of ecumenical educa- 
tion on the local parish level, particularly in the annual observance of 
the World Day of Prayer, and reviewed questions concerning the responsibi- 
lity of Buropean women to help underdeveloped areas. 


The meeting was arranged by Dr. Marga Buhrig, co-director cf the lay 
training centre at Boldern, near Zurich, in consultation with the World 
Council of Churches! Department on the Cooperation of Men and Women in 
Church, Family, and Society. Speakers included Mlle. Madeleine Barot, 
executive secretary of the Department, and Frau Liselotte Nolde of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany. EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAI. TISSERANT URGES 
GREATED. CONTACT WITH JEWS 


(Rome) ~ Eugene Cardinal Tisserant, dean of the Sacred College of Cardinals, 
expressed hope here that the Second Vatican Council will demonstrate the 
Church's "brotherly affection" for Jews. 


"Tt would indeed be very useful to have greater contacts with the 
Jews", the octogenarian prelate said in an interview in the Italian news- 
paper, Vita. -: EPS, Geneva 
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NEW ZEALAND ANGLICANS MAY 
TAKE PART IN UNION TALKS 


(Christchurch) - The Church of the Province of New Zealand (Anglican) will 
consider the possibility of taking part in talks on union with other 
churches. 


Diocesan synods will discuss this year the question whether the Anglican 
Church shall seek union with other churches. If they agree to this course, 
legislation will probably be promoted in the General Synod, the church's 
governing body, which meets every three years. 


The Presbyterian, Methodist, Congregational, and Associated Churches 
of Christ.in New Zealand have been negotiating a basis of union for some 
years. A draft declaration has been approved by the negotiating committee, 
and will be voted on by the respective church congregations in 1965, The 
Anglican Church so far has engaged only in exploratory conversations. 

EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH PRISSTS ASKID TO 
LEARN ABOUT PROTESTANTS 


(Madrid) - The March number of Incunable, a publication for priests in 
Spain, contains an article by Professor Lamberto de iicheverria, in which he 
urges Spanish Catholics "to acquaint themselves with Protestantism and with 
the new ecumenical thinking. 


"yhether we want it or not, whether it suits us or not'', writes Prof. 
de licheverria, "it is a fact that the Spanish Catholic is coming more and 
more into contact with Protestantism. This contact must no longer make 
use of the over-simplified formula which has been used so far. We are 
living in the midst of a wave of ecumenism, which must be understood, other- 
wise it may be dangerous. 


"Everyone must cooperate to ensure that Spain does not lag behind in 
this. crucial, hour in the Church's life." EPS, Geneva 


GREEK GOVERNMENT INCREASES 
GRANT TO ORTHODOX CHURCH 


(Athens) ~- The Greek government has announced here it will increase its 
annual contribution to the clergy of the Orthodox Church in Greece upward 
of 40 per cent. 


M. Gregory Kassimatis, Minister for Cults and Education, said the 
government would raise the state's contribution to 53,770,000 per year. 
The church also will contribute to the raise in. salaries. 


The announcement was welcomed by the Archbishop of Athens and All 
Greece who exoressed the church!s warmest thanks for the decision to the 
government. Ile assured it that the church will take the necessary steps 
to reorganize its finances so as to make the best use of its revenues and 
property, the Athens News Service reported. 


The action was taken following the government!s acceptance of a church 
proposal that a committee be formed to determine methods to improve its 
financial position. That committee's report has not yet been released. 

EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIANS APPROACH TO ATHEISM 
STUDIED BY PROTESTANTS AND ORTHODOX 


(Berlin) ~The future of Christianity and Atheism" was the theme of a study 
meeting held at the uvangelical Academy at Wannsee, near here. Taking part 
were 40 young Orthodox theological students and Greek Orthodox priests — 
doing a period of work in Germany, and some Curman Protestant theological 
students who had studied in Greece with scholarships, 


Bishop Bmilianos brought the greetings of the Patriarchate of Constan- 
tinople, of which he is the representative at the World Council of Churches ' 
headquarters in Geneva, and gave an address on atheism in contemporary 
thinkers and writers. 


Archbishop Sergius, Exarch -of the Moscow Patriarchate for Berlin and 
Central Europe, who stressed the urgency of realizing the strength of 
atheism at the present time, said that it should be dealt with theologically 
and philosophically, and not from a political angle. 


The participants agreed in discussions that the Church must not remain 
passive in face of atheism, whose main characteristics they described as 
the glorification of reason, contempt for traditional values, severe criti- 
cism of the established religions, and the rejection of metaphysical norms, 
but should seek to establish a genuine dialogue with the atheists and to’ 
find new formsof witness in the modern world. LPS, Geneva 


TAIZE PRIOR AND BROTHERS 
CONFsh WITH SPANISH LEADERS 


(Seville) - Prior Roger Schutz of the Protestant brotherhood of Taizé, 
France, was one of ‘the participants in a colloquium held here under Roman 
Catholic sponsorship on the theme, "The Challenge of the Second Vatican | 
Council", More than 2,000 persons crowded Seville's Church of St. Salvadoy 
for the session. 


Later, Prior Schutz held conversations with both Roman Catholic and 
Protestant leaders in Seville and Madrid, 


Two of the brothers of the comunity are also making a long trip 
through Spain to confer with spanish leaders of the various churches in 
Barcelona, Saragossa, Madrid, Valencia, and Majorca. EPS, Geneva 


UGANDA ANGLICANS ASK BND OF 
DISSUNSION IN PALM SUNDAY MUSSAGE 


(Kampala) - A call to Christians in the Ghurch of Uganda (Anglican) to show 
friendship to people of other tribes and religions was made on Palm sunday 
by the bishops of the church, Their letter, which was read in every church, 
asked Christians to seek some special way of fellowship with people of 
other tribes and religions on Good Friday. 


The letter said the bishops are concerned about the need for Christian 
witness in the face of the lack of trust and cooperation between different 
tribes and people in Uganda, Rwanda, and Burundi. Listins instances of 
division, they said that Christians have often been afraid to stand for 
fellowship and truth, though they are the people who should be reconciling 
ethenaoin Christ, trusting each other, and showing themselves worthy of 
trust. EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


JOINT ACTION FOR MISSION 
URGED BY BACC "SITUATION CONFERENCES" 


Joint action for mission by Asian churches and missions in Asia is the 
key recommendation of the reports of the three "situation conferences" held 
in Madras, Tokyo, and Singapore by the Hast Asia Christian Conference, 


This concept, if it can be put into practice, would revolutionize the 
present patterns of relationships, in which missions and churches, under 
the pressure of their common task, have set up cooperative programmes, but 
have carried on the major body of their work independently. 


The demands for new patterns are being pressed upon the missions and 
churches by their growing realization of the extreme difficulty of the 
situation which confronts them. Asian churches are tiny minorities of one, 
two, or three per cent in most countries and are composed largely of tribal 
and ethnic communities on the periphery of society. In very few areas 
have the churches penetrated the great mass of society and the advances 
which have been made are dwarfeau by the immense gains in population. 


These outside pressures, combined with the outdated pattern of mission- 
church relationships have in many areas brought the church almost to a 
standstill. Relationships between the two have ranged between two extremes. 
In some areas mission boards have lost almost all initiative. In others 
control is held so tightly that the indigenous churches have never been able 
to develop independent leadership. On the other hand, some churches have 
been so involved with interior problems that they have been unable and un- 
prepared to move out of the ingrown grooves of self-examination to prea?zh 
the gospel to their neighbours. 


(Despite these difficulties, it should be noted that reports at all 
three conferences indicated there are some areas, particularly Formosa, in 
which the churches are making remarkable strides forward, and in which 
there is a marked openness to the gospel.) 


All of these problems were dealt with by the three situation confer- 
ences each of which brought together some 60 church and mission leaders 
from the regional areas to study a set of eight key questions designed to 
discover the ways in which "the overall task can be planned and carried out 
by the total people of God in each area". 


The Madras consultation, attended by leaders from India, Pakistan, and 
Ceylon, defined joint action in this way: 


"Joint action means that in any one geographical area the various 
Christian denominations consider together, along with the mission agencies 
with which they are.respectively related, their present position in the 
area, what work is being done, where it is in some measure successful, where 
it is. failing, what resources are available in men and money for the ful- 
filling of their common task, and the actual steps which they will ncw take 
together to fulfil it." 


Such: action, it continued, does not mean simply "... a pooling of 
resources ..- or that every piece of work should be done jointly. It means 
that as Christ's mission is one, we dare no longer act as if it is as plural 
as are our churches and mission agencies." 
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The report then outlined four concrete steps for joint actions 


1, real sharing and complete frankness about success and eeeiured: 
resources, physical, financial, and personal; 


2. agreement about priorities "which will certainly involve hard 
decisions and conflicts of power's 


3. putting resources of manpower and money .-. at the disposal of a. - 
denomination or united body ... with no expectation of denominational 
dividends or returns; and 


4. - trusting each other ... to do the particular-task allotted to us. 


These four recommendations are set within the larger framework of the 
total report which outlines a ee db ahi series of recommendations, 
These included: ah ; 


1. A new look. at the changed situation, including a study of the 
"radical re-direction in social and political intention" in many of the 
countries and of the "radical questioning of the inner, ‘cultural, and 
religious pre-suppositions of our societies". . 


2. A resonsideration of the place, purpose, and administration of 
“institutions of Christian service in their relation to the administrative 
structures of the ‘Church, the witnessing life of the Christian community 
‘and the involvement of Christians in the common life. 2) eh VEEL regard, it 
said, Christian participation must be increasingly expressed by Christians 
working in secular institutions, rather than church institutions, and the 
Church must consider the possibility of handing © over its institutions to 
state or community. 


3. A re-ordering of the congregational life so as to make it effective 
in its social context. 


4. A review of the ways in which church leaders and Christian Lape, 
as a whole are trained for the mission. 


5. Acknowledgement that joint action and the meeting of challenges 
should be and can only be BOS oni yet through commonly agreed Ss arpa 
and procedures. 


The report is frank about the difficulties such new action will en- 
counter. They will, it says, "involve a demand that we each see our 
vested interests for what they are, and no longer confuse denominational 
pride with loyaity to God's gifts given us in our separate Sen Me eh ERE, 7 
It adds: : 


fe 

"Joint action in the face of emergencies and in the whole field of 
Christian service can be and has been undertaken without seriously challeng- 
ing confessional positions in depth. But where joint action leads. to the 
actual extension of the Church, questions of confessional differences are. ° 
bound to arise. This means that every venture into the field of joint 
action must, of necessity, render more urgent the: task of Church union. 
At the same time, joint action can and should be undertaken before churches 
are united, and even when there is no immediate prospect of union. Joint 
action for mission is in no sense a substitute for, or an alternative to 
church union, but is a challenge to the churches and their supporting 
agencies in specific situations to give the call to mission priority over 
confessional interests." 
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The Tokyo conference was unusual in that it brought together for 
searching discussion Japanese Christian leaders and leaders fram Korea and 
Formosa, both countries which were long under Japanese colonial rule. 
Representatives of Okinawa and Hong Kong churches also took part. This 
conference also recommended reconsideration of relationships between the 
churches and missions, and the re-evaluation of existing work. 


It laid particular stress, as did the Singapore conference, on the 
importance of youth work, noting that throughout Asia youth constitute one 
half of the total population. It also listed among specific joint pro- 
jec.a , production and distribution of Christian literature; and coopera- 
tive work in leadership training programmes, and in mass communications. 


The Singapore conference was attended by church representatives from 
Burma, Malaya, Indonesia, North Borneo, Sarawak, Philippines, Thailand, 
Australia and New Zealand. One Roman Catholic observer, a priest from 
Borneo, also was present, 


Covering much the same ground, this conference listed among challenges 
facing churches in the areas, rapidly growing cities and the consequent 
breakdown of traditional ways of life, the greatly increased student popu- 
lation, the resurgence of rival religions and ideologies, the needs of 
rural communities, of immigrants and other minority groups, and the oppor- 
tunities provided by means of mass communication. The facing of these 
problems cannot await the solving of problems of the division of the 
churches, but demand that they be faced up to in terms of joint action for 
mission, the report said, 


The reports from all three conferences will be circulated to churches 
and mission boards in the areas as the basis for preparation of an anno- 
tated agenda for meetings of local churches and mission boards. 


(Copies of the report of the Madras Conference are available from 
the Department of Information, World Council of Churches, 
17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. ) 
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IN BRIEF 
A united service including the celebration of Holy Communion marked 
the union last week of the Free Church and the Reformed Church at St. Imier, 
Switzerland. The governing bodies. of both churches had approved the union 
which they regard as "the. culmination of the friendly cooperation which has 
existed between these two communities for many years". 


a ee ee: 


“Czech Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant Christians are uniting in 
‘celebrating the eleven hundredth anniversary of the arrival in Moravia of 
St. Cyril and St. Methodius, the two brothers sent to Moravia in the 9th 
century by the Emperor of Byzantiun. Their missionary work was ecumenical 
in the sense that it was supported by both the astern Church and the 
Bishops of iiome, at a time when the relations between Constantinople and 
Rome were strained. , 


¥ * 


Some 50 leading Christian women from ‘Test African countries are part- 
icipating in a consultation on "The Responsibility of women in Church and 
Society" at-llakerere University, Kampala, Uganda. The consultation 
(April 11-19)}>is being sponsored jointly by the Department on the Coopera- 
tion of Men and Women in Church, Family, and Society and the All Africa 
Church Conference. Lecture topics deal with woman in relation to -tradi-’ 
tional customs and modern ways, her civic rights and responsibilities, as. 
the educator of the future generation, and as a member of the Church... = © 


MKS *: 


A total of nearly 1,650 decisions"were made during a five-day series 
of meetings in Tokyo in the first phase of the nation-wide Japan Baptist 
Wew Life Movement, the Baptist press reports. More than 1,000 of the 
decisions came during the final Tokyo meeting at the huge Korakeun Stadium 
when Baker James Cauthen, executive secretary of the Southern Baptist (USA) 
Foreign Mission Board, preached to an audience of 10,000. The five meetings 
in Tokyo marked the first of five area-wide crusades as a part of the New 
Life liovement. Other area meetings are scheduled in Sapporo, Nagoya, 
Kokura, and Fukuoka. 


* * * 


The theological faculty of the University of Utrecht has sent a tele- 
gram to President Janos kadar of Tungary, requesting him to allow Professor 
Laszlo Pap. to join the University's faculty. Prof. Pap was deprived of his 
post at budapest University in 1956. He studied in Utrecht and took his 
degree there. Some years ago he received a call to continue his theological 
studies in Utrecht, but was refused a visa. 


* * * 


The Association of Moslem Students in Germany is planning to build a 
mosque at sachen. Some 8,000 Moslem students attend universities in West- 
ern Germany, in addition to about 40,000 other Moslems, who come mainly 
from Turkey. 
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The people of New Guinea are reported to have snapped up the first 
15,000 volumes of the four Gospels printed by the British and Foreign Bible 
society in pidgin tnglish. An immediate reprint has been ordered by the 
society. The first edition of 15,000 volumes was sold out before the books 
left the Sydney office of the publishers. 


* * * 


The Greek Farmers! Cooperative on the tiny Mediterranean island of 
Lefoas will receive a farm tractor and set of ploughs from Coventry 
Cathedral, England. The tractor and equipment, Coventry-built, and costing 
#1,500, will be paid for from cathedral funds as an act of thanksgiving on 
the first anniversary of the cathedral consecration in May. 


* * * 


Twenty students of the Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Ogbomosho, volunteered foi home or foreign mission work at the close of the 
seminary's recent 8th annual missionary day service. Their action followed 
reports by the tev. F.P. Boye, one of the Nigerian Baptist Convention's 
first foreign missionaries, and by the Rev. R.L. west, missionary teacher 
at the seminary. 


* * * 


The Russian Orthodox Church has accepted an invitation to send an 
official delegation to visit: the Church of Sweden (Lutheran) this autumn, 
according to the weekly Svensk Kyrkotidning. Dean Oscar Rundblom of 
Vasteras was quoted by the pastors! journal as having announced that the 
visit - expected to last two or three weeks - would probably take place in 
October, and that the visitors would be able to "study as well as to preach" 
during their tour of Swedish. churches. 


* * * 


April 8 would be designated as Buddha Day in Hawaii and become a legal 
state holiday under a bill expected to be approved by the state!s House 
committee after no opposition was voiced at a public hearing. ‘here are an 
estimated 100,000 Buddhists in Hawaii. Supporters of the legislation said 
creation of a Buddha Day would promote world brotherhood, improve US rela- 
tions in the Far bast, and show that Hawaii is a land of many cultures. 


* * * 


Forty Australian Christian youth workers, representing national church 
and voluntary youth agencies, met recently for five days in Victoria to take 
a fresh look at workiwith youth in the light of current sociological and 
biblical insight. Papers relating to the various subjects had been pre- 
pared by youth workers, school chaplains, psychiatrists, personnel officers, 
and others. The conference was part of an ecumenical study programme 
initiated by the Australian Christian Youth Council. 


*¥ * * 
The number of schoolchildren in Amsterdam attending voluntary classes 
for relizious instruction in the state schools has shown a considerable 


increase in the last few years. In 1957 only 49.9 per cent attended these 
classes; in January, 1963, the proportion was 72.1 per cent. 


¥ * 
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The city of Dresden has been chosen by the Social Conference of the 
Bvangelical Church in Germany (EKD) as the "church reconstruction town for 
1964/65". Ten years ago it was the first town to benefit from this assist- 
ance project organized by the German Protestant churches. At that time the 
amount collected was Dili 1. million, but this was not sufficient to complete 
the most urgent work of reconstruction of church buildings. 


* * * 


Canon Max Jarren, who will resign his appointment as general secretary 
of the Church Missionary society (Anglican) in August, has been appointed 
to the canonry of :iestminster made vacant by the retirement last week of 
the Ven. S.J. Marriott, Archdeaconsof vestmineter. “Canon warren, 56, -has 
been general secretary of CiS since 1942. (See EPS No. or 


* * * 


The Australian churches are helping 2,000 people in Ceylon - many of 
them previously homeless and unemployed - to build themselves a new way of 
life. A rehabilitation centre called Navajeevanam (New Life) has been 
operating for three years. Within five years it will be self-supporting. 
This year Australian Inter-Church Aid has given «1,000 for the work. The 
people brought to Navajeevanam in Ceylon live in colonies, each with about 
200 housess While they learn to farm the land, the inter-denominational 
board that controls the work provides a trained nurse, a probation home, 

a carpentry training school, and Sunday schools. 


* * * 


Cardinal Augustin Bea, chairman of the Vatican Secretariat for the 
Promoting of Christian Unity, called on the Greek Orthodox Archbishop of 
North and South America, Mer. Iakovos, at the headquarters of the arch- 
bishopric of New York during his visit in the city last week. The two 
prelates had half an hour's private conversation. This is the first occasion 
on which a cardinal of the Roman Church has paid an official visit to the 
seat of the Greek Orthodox Archbishopric, PS, Geneva 


There will be no Ecumenical Press Service on April 19. The 
next issue will come out on April 26. 
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Message from the Presidents 
or tne 
Werld Council of Churches 


"CREATOR SPIRIT" 


"And when he had opened the book, he found the place 

where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
- me, because he hath anointed me. to preach the gospel 
to the poor ..." (Luke 4: 17-18) 


"Jesus said, When he, the Spirit of truth is come, he 

will guide you into all the truth ... He shall glorify 
me; for he shall receive of mine and shall show it — 
unto you." (John 16: 13-14) 


So the earthly Sia oie of Jesus Christ begins and ends with the Holy 
Spirit, the presence by which He continually lived. He begins with an 
announcement of caters news: today the Old Testament prophecy is fulfilled, 
and the curtain goes up on the Kingdom of God. He ends with a promise, the 
assurance of new triumphs of the Spirit: His disciples are not to grieve at 
His physical departure, for the coming of the Spirit will mean that the 
knowledge and love of Ged grows deeper among men year after year and age 
after age. At Pentecost we remember the first fulfillment of that promise - 


and we taste "the power of the age to come". 


Here is a text Por owe churches today. Do we begin and end with the 
Holy Spirit? Christians everywhere are united on this point: to he a 
Christian is to have received the Spirit; to be the Church is, since the 
first Pentecost, to be full of the Holy Ghost. It can truly be said that 
the members of Christ Have sexe ceased "to preach the gaspel to the pocr ... 
to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives ... ta 
preclaim the acceptable year of the Lerd". But it cannet be said compla- 
cently. What vast opportunities for Christian witness and service still 
lie before us, untapped not simply from lack of helpers or resources, out 
fundamentally because we will not "walk by the Spirit" or exercise the gift 


we have all of us received! 


(more) 


De we likewise end with the Holy Spirit? That means an cpenness, a 
looking forward. There is much hopeful talk at present of Christian unity 
and what was once the pursuit of the few has become the search of all. 

But unity in the Holy Spirit will undoubtedly demand sacrifices, as we 
venture into new paths chosen, not by us but by Hin. It is the temptation 
of our churches (and one to which we often succomb) to become nostalgic: 
for the first century A.D., or the twelfth, or the sixteenth - er even fer 
the first fifty years of the Esumenical Movement! St. Paul warns us to 
leave the things that are behind, and to press on to the goal of our calling. 
He does so, perhaps, knowing that even Christians can lsse their nerve. 
But not to press on is serious, since it is the very negation ef faith in 
the Holy Spirit; who always goes before us, eager to show us afresh the 


things of Christ. 


Today we often tremble for the very foundations of Christian doctrine 
and Christian behaviour, we tremble for our churches and their place in 
many different communities. At least we do not need to tremble for the 
Spirit of God, Who never fails or erows old. This Pentecost we call upon 
you, as we call upon ourselves, not to tremble but to trust in Him whem we 
have together received and through whom we offer worship: Love in Oa 


fount of truth, the Lord and Giver cf life. 
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NIGERIANS SET 1965 AS 
UNITY TARGET DATE 


(Lagos) - Delegates of the Anglican, Methodist, and Presbyterian churches in 
Nigeria have set December, 1965, as the target date for the inauguration of 
a new united church. 


The decision was taken at a three-day meeting of representatives of 
the three churches to a Church Union Committee at Yaba, near here. 


The Anglican diocese of Northern Rhodesia, which had participated in 
earlier discussions, had notified the committee that it felt it necessary 
to withdraw "for the present" from the negotiations. A press release 
issued by the meeting said the committee regretted the diocese had felt it 
necessary to take the step and unanimously expressed the hope that the with- 
drawal would be only temporary. 


The committee hopes to complete the scheme in its final form this month 
for distribution to the negotiating churches who are expected to signify 
their approval or disapproval of the plan by July, 1964. If favourable 
replies are received by that date, each negotiating body will then submit 
nominations for the office of bishop, and the names of ten persons to serve 
on the electoral committee. 


As soon as all replies are received and are favourable, a standing 
committee will be convened to decide on a definite date of union, On the 
assumption that all negotiating churches will have expressed favourable 
decisions by July, 1964, it was agreed to choose December, 1965, as the 
target date. EPS, Geneva 


*ublished under the auspices of: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Women’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 
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novements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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SYNOD BANS PUBLIC OPPOSITION 
TO DECREES OF CHURCH 


(Capetown) - A decision of the Southern Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church 
in the Transvaal forbidding its members from public expression of opinion 
contrary to the church's teachings and decrees is expected to produce some 
heated reactions. 


Among the first to object to the decision was Die Weekblad, an Aafrikaans 
newspaper here, which said the ruling'!s main purpose was to prevent church 
members from criticizing in print or in public the government policy of 
apartheid which the church supports. 


The paper warned, however, that the action may result in a schism with- 
in the church. 


Some observers claimed the rule was directed against two prominent 
members of the church - Dr. Ben Marais and the Rev. C.F.B. Naude, contribu- 
tors to a controversial religious monthly, Pro Verite, in’ which apartheid 
has been strongly assailed. : EPS, Geneva 


U.S. EFFORTS. TO CURTAIL CUBA. TRADE 
AR® ASSAILED. BY F.O.R. 


(Nyack, W.Y.) - The Fellowship of Reconciliation issued a statement here 
denouncing as "immoral and inhumane" US efforts to reduce the flow of trade 
to Cuba. It asserted that many of the ships affected "carry .only food to 
the island, whose one-crop economy makes such importation necessary for 
life.. 


"Whatever may be said of the unilateral blockade against military 
weapons", it declared, "there can be no moral or humanitarian sanction for 
‘the denial of food and medicine as a weapon in our struggle with the Cuban 
government." 


The FOR also criticized the USA for seeking "vigorously to dissuade" 
the United Nations from supporting an agricultural research station in Cuba, 
noting that it would not be "related to the Cubans! need for food this year 
or next, but to long-term efforts to discover ways of increasing the quan- 
tity and quality of food produced from the earth". However, it applauded 
America's endorsement of the United Nations-sponsored world Freedom From 
Hunger Campaign... Serer: EPS, Geneva 


REPENTANCE CHURCH 
PLANNED AT DACHAU 


(Munich) - Plans for a Protestant "repentance church" to be built on the 
grounds of the notorious Nazi concentration camp at Dachau, near here, were 
announced by the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EXD). . 


The church will be a memorial shrine to all victims of the Hitler 
regime, but especially to the 300,000 persons, mostly Jews, who were killed 
in the camp. Among the victims were more than 1,000 Roman Catholic and | 
Protestant clergymen. . . BPS, Geneva 
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1,000 YOUTH TO TAKE PART IN 
1964 ECUMENICAL WORK CAMPS 


(Geneva) - One thousand Christian youth from some 50 countries will take 


part in the 1963 ecumenical work camps programme of the World Council of 
Churches. 


In fifty work camps scattered in 32 countries of Asia, Africa, Europe, 
the Middle Hast, South America, and the United States they will dig ditches, 
plaster walls, help widen a road, clear underbrush, lay foundations, care 
for homeless children, and do scores of other jobs to help others. 


ach camp will be international, inter-racial, and inter-confessional 
and will have from 20 to 30 youth ranging in age from 19 to 30 working under 
the supervision of two directors. The youth volunteer their labour and pay 
for the cost of their travel to and from the site. Many also contribute to 
their living expenses. 


The typical camp programme includes a daily routine of six hours manual 
labour, and worship, Bible study, discussion periods, and recreation. 
Campers also have a chance to do some local sight-seeing and visit churches 
and community groups in the area. 


In addition to these camps which last from four to six weeks the World 
Council will also sponsor two long-term camps - one in Thailand and one in 
the Congo - lasting about one year. 


Ecumenical work camps were begun in 1947 by the Congregational 
Christian Service Committee (USA) as a means of giving youth a chance to 
help in the post-war reconstruction of Hurope. The programme came under 
WCC auspices in 1950. EPS, Geneva 


STUDY EXPLAINS U.S. PROTESTANT POSITION 
AGAINST PUBLIC AID FOR CHURCH SCHOOLS 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches (USA) has issued a 56-page 
study, heavily documented, detailing the traditional Protestant position 
opposing use of public funds for church-related elementary and secondary 
schools. 


Public support of church schools should be opposed, the booklet main- 
tains, because: 


"7, It would undermine our historic ideal of separation of Church and 
States; 2. It would violate both federal and state constitutions; 3. It 
would severely damage, if not destory, our public school system and our 
educational standards; and 4. It would accelerate the fragmentation of our 
society and particularly increase religious conflicts." EPS, Geneva 


ARCHPRIUST BOROVOY NAMED 
TO NeW POST IN HIS CHURCH 


(Moscow) - Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, professor at the Theological Academy, 
Leningrad, and a member of the Russian Orthodox Church's Department of 
Foreign Church Relations, has been appointed second vice-president of that 
department. The president is Archbishop Nikodim of Jaroslavl and Rostov. 
The first vice-president is Bishop Alexis of Tallin and istonia. 


Archpriest Borovoy was the first representative of the Moscow Patri- 
archate to the World Council of Churches! headquarters in Geneva. He also 
was one of the observers of his church at the first session of the Second 
Vatican Council. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW SOMALI LAW SPELLS OUT 
RUSTRICTIONS ON NON-MOSLEMS 


(Mogadishu) - An amendment to the Somali Republic's constitution which makes 
it illegal "to spread or propagandize any religion other than the true 
religion of Islam" went into effect with its ratification here by the 
National Assembly. 


(In New York, Dr. Ahmed Darman, consul at the Somali Mission to the 
United Nations, said Article 29, dealing with freedom of religion, was 
amendcod to underscore Islam as the state religion and not to impinge on the 
internal activities of other religions. 


(He said followers of other faiths may carry on their activities "in 
their own communities" but may not proselytize among Moslems. He also noted 
that only the Islam religion is taught in state schools.) 


The amended Article 29 reads: "Every porson shall ‘have the right to 
freedom of conscience and to profess freely his own religion and to practise 
its rites, subject to any limitations prescribed by law for the purpose of 
safeguarding morality, health, and public security. 


"Towever, it shall not be permisable to spread or propagandize any 
religion other than the true religion of Islam." EPS, Geneva 


DECLINE IN MINISTERIAL STUDENTS 
CHALLENGES INDIAN CHURCHES 


(Bangalore) -~ The decrease in the number of qualified Indian youth entering | 
the ministry and ways in which the Indian churches meet this challenge were 
the major topics of discussion at a recent meeting here of the Council of 
the United Theological College, Bangalore, 


The discussions noted as "obvious reasons" for the decrease the new 
careers open to youth and "the general weakening of the challenge to 
Christian vocation", 


However, it also said the churches had been slack in presenting the 
challenge of the ordained ministry. The college staff offered their ser- 
vices to the churches in any programme they devise to make such a 
presentation. EPS, Geneva 


“WCC APPOINTS 
FAITH .& ORDER SECRETARY 


(Geneva) + The Rev. Meredith B. Handspicker, 30, a member of the faoulty of 
Andover Newton Theological School (USA), has been named secretary in the 
World Council of Churches! Department of Faith and Order. The appointment 
is effective in September. 


Mir. Handspicker is a minister of the United Church of Christ in the. 
USA. He was graduated from Bates College in 1954, and was elected to a 
Danforth Fellowship in religion. Ile also studied at Yale Divinity School, 
where he took his B.D. and M.A. degrees and was active in the Interseminary 
‘Movement. With his present teaching work at Andover Newton he combines the 
preparation of a doctoral thesis. -EPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH SCM TO SHEK 
NON-CHRISTIAN MEMBERS 


(London) - The British Student Christian Movement will make a radical change 
in the emphasis of its work in universities and technical colleges. In 
future more attention will be paid to young people who are outside the 


churches! influence, and more non-Christians will be encouraged to join the 
Movement. 


The desire for a change of policy has come from the SCM's General 
Council. The Council is composed largely of representatives of student 
bodies in Britain and members of the headquarters staff. 


An announcement said the Council was in unanimous agreement about the 
"breakthrough" it wishes to make into the secular student world. 


The Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves, formerly Bishop of Johannesburg, the SCM's 
general secretary, said: "There is nothing new about this. ‘/e have always 
said that SCM membership is open to all students. But, like the denomina- 
tional societies, we have tended to have in our membership a preponderance 
of practising Christians. i’e now have to change the area of our concern, 
and do all we can to reach out to the others. ‘The gulf between the Church 
and those who are not committed members is great, and it is difficult to 
convince our church people of this." EPS, Geneva 


THEOLOGIANS, SCIENTISTS sTUDY 
PROBLEMS OF LVOLUTION 


(Geneva ) - An international group of 40 scientists, philosophers, and theo- 
logians met last week under ‘World Council of Churches! auspices to discuss 
the biological problems of evolution, in relation to other fields of science, 
and from the point of view of Christian theology. 


The five-day conference, held at tho CC's Eoumenical Institute in 
nearby Bossey, was convened in line with a directive from the WOC!s Third 
Assembly Section on Service which asked that a study be made of the 'theo- 
logy of nature", (This term was strongly criticized by conference 
participants. ) 


Speakers included: Dr. Hans Burla, professor of biology at the Uni- 
versity of Zurich and Dr. George Sussmann, professor of theoretical physics 
of the University of Frankfurt who presented lectures on the topic from the 
points of view of their scientific fields; and Dr. w.,A. Whitehcuse, pro- 
fessor of theology at Durham University and Dr. C.A. van Peursen, professor 
of philosophy of the University of Leiden who spoke on the philosophical 
aspects of the theme. 


A veport of the meeting said the discussions had revealed that the 
gcientists "see more clearly than ever that they are dealing with only one 
aspect of the subject and that others are needed". 


On the other hand, it said, the theologians gained a new understand- 
ing that it is not their task to fill the gaps in human understanding left 
by scientific research, but that at the same time their contributions can- 
not be limited only to the spiritual and ethical aspcets of the problem. 


"The Christian theologian is concerned with an event cf trans-histori- 
cal character, which also has its historical dimension", it said. "This 
dimension includes the world of natural reality and any research in the 
field, in order to be complete, must take into account the theologian's 
contribution." EPS, Geneva 
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NTNTIMATE DISCUSSIONS" PLANNED 

BY CATHOLIC, ORTHODOA PRGLATuS 

(New York) - Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America, has confirmed that he expects to enter "intimate 
discussions" on church unity with Richard Cardinal Cushing, Roman Catholic: 
Archbishop of Boston. 


The prelate said in a television interview that he expected to. receive 
permission to conduct the talks soon from Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras 
of Istanbul, supreme head of Lastern Orthodoxy. 


Wis announcement followed Cardinal Cushing's call upon Roman Catholic- 
ism and Eastern Orthodoxy to end the division that has separated them for 
nine centuries. 


Cardinal Cushing had made the appeal in a lecture on Catholic-Orthodox 
relations at Boston College's Centennial Theological Colloquium. 


Archbishop Iakovos said the Cardinal's speech was a "truly courageous 
statement" and "may well serve as a guideline in any planning of an Last- 
West approach". 


Cardinal Cushing had called upon Roman Catholics to make "serious 
efforts" in seeking unity with the Orthodox and had asked forgiveness for 
the role his church has played in the centuries-old division. 


* * * 


Earlier, in a speech in Vestwood, Mass., Cardinal Cushing proposed that 
Roman Catholics and Protestants unite in a cooperative venture to cultivate 
a "grass roots" ecumenical spirit which would supplement "high level" dis- 
cussions of Christian unity. 


Addressing a Protestant congregation in the first of 20 talks he is 
scheduled to make before Protestant church leaders, he said all Christians 
should cooperate in inter-religious programmes for the community good on 
national, state, and local levels. we ghould work together on every level 
which does not require a watering down of our beliefs", he declared. 

EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN-MGTUODIST CHURCH UNION PROPOSALS 

WILL APFPACT FREE CHURCHES, E.A. LHADER SAYS 

(London) - The Rev. Gilbert wv. Kirby, general secretary of the lvangelical 
Alliance of Great Britain, said here that regardless of the outcome of 
current union talks between the Church of England and the British Methodist 
Church the deliberations will have a strong effect among the other Free 
Churches in Ungland. 


The British leader said he felt they would lead either toward the forma- 
tion of a united Free Church or stimulate other Free Churches to seek a 
union with the Church of England. 


He observed that the Methodists will very likely have difficulty in 
reaching an agreement on the issue of historic episcopacy and the Anglican 
view of the office of priest. He said there was a possibility that a dis- 
contented Methodist minority would not approve the union and leave to form 
their own denomination rather than compromise either their doctrine or 
practice. EPS, Geneva 


Ae 
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VATICAN MAY OPEN 
CONSULATES 


(London) - The Observer, London, reports the Vatican is considering opening 
consulates to look after the interests of Roman Catholics in countries where 
it has no diplomatic representatives. It said these would include liastern 
huropean countries. 


A story from Vienna, where the United Nations-sponsored conference on 
consular procedure is meeting, reported that one of the Vatican representa- 
tives to the conference said there was "a distinct possibility" such consul- 
ates would be established. * 


The Observer, commented that the existence of these offices in Commun- 


- ist countries would be "fully in accordance with the Pope's encyclical, 


(Pacem in Terris) on the need for co-existence and. . .would also ease the 
church's difficulties in cases like Cuba''. EPS, Geneva 


PRELATE VISITS CARDINAL MINDSZENTY 
AT AMERICAN LUGATION IN BUDAPEST 


(Budapest) - Franziskus Cardinal Koenig, Archbishop of Vienna, met here last 
week with Josef Cardinal Mindszenty, the Hungarian primate who has been in 
asylum at the US legation since the collapse of the Hungarian uprising in 


1956. 


It had been widely speculated that Cardinal Koenig would discuss with 
the Hungarian prelate the question of his leaving Hungary either on the 
instruction of Pope John XXIII or on his own initiative. 


However, the New York Times, quoting what it described as "a well 
placed source’, said the visit was "a personal encounter between two old 
friends that carried no overtone of papal diplomacy. . .No pressure (to 
leave Hungary) was exerted on Cardinal Mindszenty". . 


It said it is rumoured in Vienna that the cardinal has accepted a 
Hungarian proposal that he leave, but made several stipulations in line with 
what he considers his duty to protect the Catholic faith in Hungary. 

LPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH ASKS MEMBERS TO 

CHECK PUBLIC STATEMENTS IN ADVANCE 

(Hannover) - The Council of the iivangelical Church in Germany (BKD) has 
asked its members to consult with it before issuing statements on legis- 
lative or political problems. 


The Council said it is making the request because the numerous state- 
ments issued by members in their personal capacities often are interpreted 
as official statements of the church, . 


These statements, it said, often tend to confuse the public and give 
a false picture of the church's position on the problems. EPS, Geneva 
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FOUNDATION STONE LAID FOR 
ORTHODOX CENTRE AT TAIZE 


(Taizé, Prance) - The foundation stone for an Orthodox centre has been laid 
at the world famous Protestant brotherhood community here. ‘ 


More than 1,300 persons witnessed the ceremony in this remote Burgund- 
jan village in eastern France which the community has made world famous as 
a centre for the promotion of Christian unity. 


Present at the ceremony and later at a service held in the community's 
Church of the Reconciliation were Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic 
leaders including Pastor Charles Westphal, president of the French Protest~ 
ant Federation, two representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, three representatives of the 4cumenical Patriarchate 
of Istanbul, and clergy from France, Switzerland, Germany, Belgium, and the 
Netherlands. | | 7 


The Roman Catholics present were the Archbishop of Rouen, Msgr. Martin 
and the Bishop of Autun, ilsgr. Lebrun. . . 


The decision to build the Orthodox centre next-door to the Taizé commun- 
ity was made by the Ecumenical Patriarch, Athenagoras I, first among equals 
of astern Orthodoxy's spiritual leaders. The centre will be under his 
direct: jurisdiction. . 

A message from the Patriarch read at the ceremony by Bishop Hmilianos, 
his representative to the World Council of Churches, said the centre will 
"serve as a bridge for transmitting to the ‘lest tho. riches of the spiritual, 
liturgical, and theological heritage of Orthodoxy" and will be "a testimony 
to the mystical life of the Orthodox Church". 


-- Bishop Emilianos explained that the centre will be used for retreats, 
seminars, and as a place for "spiritual renewal" of the some 250 Orthodox 
priests in Western Hurope. . ne 


Bringing greetings from the Moscow Patriarchate, Archbishop Antoine of 
‘London, Exarch for Western Europe said that thanks to the » eu: 
centre "we may learn to feel that we are all brothers and to love one 
another across the barriers between us". 


The Taizé community, founded 14 years ago, at Haster, 1949, is a body 
of about sixty laymen and pastors . About 40 are stationed at Taizé and 
the others are scattered in Africa, the Continent, and England in a variety 
of jobs. All have taken vows of poverty and celibacy. Father Roger Schutz 
ie the prvor. %; . EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN. METHODIST, BRUTIREN 
UNION SHUN BY 1968 


(Berlin) - Bishop Friedrich Wunderlich of Frankfurt-on-Main, head of the 
German Methodist Church, said here he expects ultimate unification of his 
denomination and the Nvangelical United Brethren Church in Nurope to be 
completed by 1968. us | 


The groups have maintained close relations in Europe for more than 100 
years. Bishop Vunderlich reported to a meeting of Bast German Methodist 
leaders on a recent conference between the two German churches. 


In the USA, the Methodist and EUB churches also are developing a plan 
of union which may result in a union by 1968. - EPS, Geneva 
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WYS4ZYNSKI CHARGES POLAND 
CURBS CHURCH INSTRUCTION 


(Warsaw) - Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski has charged that the Communist govern- 
ment of Poland had interfered. with religious instruction since the beginn- 
ing of this year. 


"The teaching of religion will go on in spite of heavy fines", he said 
in a pastoral letter signed by him and all Polish Roman Catholic bishops. 


Cardinal ‘/yszynski said government inspectors had been demanding lists 
of children attending religious classes and that instructors had been fined 
thousands of slotys. . EPS, Geneva 


DR. CULLMAN DISCUSSES WORK 
OF FAITH AND ORDER MOVuMENT 


(Basel) - Dr. Oscar Cullman said here that the timing of the forthcoming 
World Conference on Faith and Order scheduled in Montreal, Canada, in July, 
is particularly favourable in view of new developments in Roman Catholic- 
Protestant relations. (See EPS No. 4) 


However, the renowned scholar, who is professor at the University of 
Basel, stressed that "every effort should be made to avoid anything which 
might look like competition" with the Second Vatican Council. : 


Dr. Cuilman attended the Second Vatican Council as a special guest of 
the Vatican Secretariat for the Promoting of Christian Unity. 

in an exclusive interview with Ecumenical Press Service, the Swiss 
Reformed theologian warned that any attempt to draw an analogy between the 
movement and Vatican institutions. runs the danger of ascribing to the move- 
ment an authority which "it does not possess nor desire to possess". 


In light of this, he said, the talks at. the Faith and Order Conference 
"should not be based too much on compromising formulas, but rather should aim 
at showing our Catholic brethren that joint, well-informed examination of 
theological positions is in itself conducive to unity". 


He said such discussions should point up the common features of the 
different views held,as well as reveal the limit which must not be over- 
stepped in theological divergencies, if the common basis is not to be 
destroyed. He added: 


"In* this connection we must not forget that although doctrinal author- 
ity in the Church must be given fuller recognition in all the non-Roman 
churches, the fact that this authority is bound.up with an infallible 
authority derived from divine primacy has a detrimental effect on ecumenical 
relations." 


Asked in what way the theological studies of the Faith and Order move- 
ment can help realize unity, he said that it must follow up and coordinate 
all the theological efforts which have been made to promote unity, including 
those efforts made by churches which are not members of the World Council 

of Churches. 


He praised the "valuable work" the movement has already done, noting 
that it should be given "a place of honour" in the World Council of Churches. 


But, he adaed, it faces many difficulties. He enumerated the factsthat 
the ecumenical rapprochement is still largely limited to outstanding theo- 
logians and church leaders, and "the theological prejudice and ignorance of 
the ordinary church member". One of the tasks of Faith and Order, he said, is 
to provide the man in the pew with suitable material in popularized version 
so that he can understand and follow the new developments. EPS, Geneva 


No. 15 - 26th April, 1965 | LO 


IN BRIEF 


Some 30 persons took part in a recent world consultation on the 
responsibility of the Y/CA in the field of vocational training at Beirut, 
Lebanon, under the chairmanship of Mrs. Phoebe Shukri, World YWCA vice- 
president. They included YVCA committee members and staff responsible for 
vocational training programmes in Greece, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Pakistan, and 
Turkey. Representatives from UNRiVA, ILO, and UNESCO also were present. 


* *% * 


The recommendations of the recent consultation on world missionary | 
strategy called by the Presbyterian US Board of World Missions will soon be 
available in six languages - Spanish, Portuguese,-French, Japanese, Taiwanese, 
and Korean. The translations were initiated by national Presbyterian 
churches in Portugal, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan by the Presbyterian US mission 
in the Congo (French) and by the Presbyterian Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin America (Spanish). 


Oe ae aa: 


A multi-racial organization has been formed to encourage the develop- 
ment of African church music. Known as the All-Africa Church Music Associa- 
tion, it was organized by students at the close of a recent one-month All- 
Africa Church Music Workshop at Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia. . 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic Bible Society of Canada has announced plans for a 
campaign "to make the Bible known, loved, and understood". One of the aims 
will be to establish the habit among all church members of "reading and 
meditating on the Holy Scriptures at least once a week", 


* * x 


"One Family Under God: Genuine and Full Participation" will be the 
theme of the second phase of a three-year programme by some le million 
Protestant and Orthodox church women in the United States. Aim of the 
campaign is to fight racial discrimination in churches and communities. 

The effort will be launched on May Fellowship Day, iay 3, sponsored by 
United Church omen, under whose auspices the programme is being conducted. 
UC is a general department of the National Council of Churches. 


Prominent Anglican, Congregational, Methodist, and Presbyterian clergy 
led the first Committee for Nuclear Disarmament march through Perth, 
Australia, on Jaster Sunday. The marchers, some 200 strong, walked 12 miles 
to the state capital from the port of Fremantle. The immediate aim of the 
march was to obtain support for a petition objecting to the establishment 
of a US government base on Australian soil. ‘Three days earlier the clergy- : 
men had led a similar group of marchers in silence through city streets and 
then to the city square for a devotional service to commemorate Good Friday. 


* * * 


Courses in communism will be introduced in Roman Catholic high schools : 
in the United States, according to an announcement made at the 60th annual 
convention of the National Catholic ducational Association. It said they 
will be taught by teachers who have "mastered and refuted the central si 
propositions of Marxism-Leninism", 


* * * 
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The Orthodox Church of Rumania has established an office in Israel. 
Previously the only Orthodox church which had an office there was the Moscow 
Patriarchate. 


* Serr 


Msgr. J.G@.M. Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Commission for the 
Promoting of Christian Unity, recently visited Archbishop Chrysostomos of 
Athens, primate of the Orthodox Church of Greece, and the Hcumenical Patri- 
arch of Constantinople, Athenagoras. The Athens daily paper Messimvrini 
interpreted the visit as a new attempt to persuade the churches to send 
observers to the second session of the Vatican Council, which opens 


september 8. 
x¥ * 


Swiss Protestants have thus far contributed Swiss francs 15,910,650 
($3,683,000) to the Bread for our Brothers campaign. ‘The campaign is being 
conducted jointly by Hilfswerk, the churches! service agency, and the Swiss 
Missionary Council, under the auspices of the Federation of Protestant 
Churches of Switzerland. Funds will go to aid underdeveloped countries. 


* * * 


some thirty leaders from different churches of India took part ina 
conference on'The Christian Concern for World Peace", held last week at the 
United Theological College, Bangalore. It was sponsored by the National 
Christian Council of India and the Christian Institute for the Study of 
Religion and Society with the help of the Committee on International Affairs 
of the East Asia Christian Conference. It was chaired by Principal Dr. 
Chandran D.S. Devanesen and inaugurated by former Minister of Health of 
India, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur. An announcement described the meeting as an 
attempt on the part of the churches of India to think as Christians about 
the nature of their concern for world community and world peace. 


* * * 


A constitution and by-laws formally setting up the Canada Section of 
the new Lutheran Church in America were approved by delegates from six 
Canadian provinces at an organizational meeting in Toronto. The Section 
represents three Canadian synods of the 43.2 million member LCA and comprises 
125,000 communicants in 360 congregations. The synods are Eastern Canada, 
Central Canada, and \iestern Canada. 


* * * 


A Protestant theological faculty of Brussels University, the only 
training centre for Protestant theological students in Belgium, has 
received state recognition. Founded twenty years ago during World War II, | 
it at first offered only a few theological courses. It now offers possi- : 
bilities for full theological studies, with thirteen lecturers. 


*¥ * 
The synod of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church of the Transvaal, 


Republic of South Africa, has given unanimous approval to the proposed union 
of the four provincial Dutch Reformed Bantu churches. 


x¥ * 
The World Council of Churches! Service to Refugees resettled 740 
refugees during the month of March, bringing the total for the first three 


months of this year to 2,844. Major countries of reception in March were 
the USA with 265, followed by Australia with 177. 


* * * 
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_ Representatives of the Church of Scotland and the Churches of Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark, and Finland. met for the first time in Scotland last week. 
Attending in addition to the Scandinavian churches were representatives 
from the Presbyterian Churches of England, Ireland, and Wales. Although no 
conclusions were reached at the conference and future relations between the 
churches were not discussed, it was felt that it would result in more 
gatherings of a similar nature. 


* * * 


A major consultation involving 150 North American theologians, sociol- 
ogists, and pastors will be held at Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Conn., 
september 9-12, to consider "The Missionary Structure of the Congregation". 
To be sponsored by the Department on Studies in Hvangelism of the World 
Council of Churches, it.will be part of a long-range \'CC study of the type 
of evangelism which best serves the cause of proclaiming the Gospel to 
modern man. 


% * * 


“The Japan Christian Hospitality Centre in Yokosuka, Japan, has been 
formally opened undor the joint sponsorship of the National Council of 
Churches (USA) and the National Christian Council of Japan. The centre was 
proposed by Japanese Christians and US Navy chaplains who wanted to foster 
better understanding between US sailors and local Christians, It is staffed 
by Japanese nationals. 


* Cet ra 


Twenty-five urban industrial specialists from various African cities 
met recently in Mbale, Uganda, to study ways of expanding the churches! 
ministry to people in the new and growing cities of Africa. Their recommend- 
ations have been forwarded to the All Africa Church Conference, now meeting 
in Kampala. 


* Gee ay 


Plans for the celebration of the landing of St. Columba on Iona, an 
island off the coast of Scotland, 1,400 years ago have been announced by 
the Very Rev. Dr. George F. MacLeod, leader of the Iona community. St. 
Columba landed on Iona at Pentecost in the year BHA On JUTE Os soo hg te ae 
died there. Pentecost in 1963 falls on June 2, and it was decided that the 
eight days from June 2 should be observed as a time of commemoration. 


* *K * 


The United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) has started a new 
Lnglish-language ecumenical publication, The Bulletin, "to inform Christians 
in other lands about the main currents of thought and action in the life 
and mission of the church'"'. It will be issued twice a year. 


* * * 


Radio Voice of the Gospel in Addis Ababa will double the time of its 
shortwave broadcasts to different parts of Africa, the Middle East, and 
southern Asia beginning May 5. Completion of a second 100-kilowatt trans- 
mitter, combined with the initiation of work by a corps of newly-arrived 
staff members, will make Roe. bie the schedule FE ap anna of the twormonth- 


old centre, 
KU HACE 


Ke 
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Ons hundred and nica pee Protestant churches in Avevar ands Ohio, USA, 
sponsored a full- -page. newspaper advertisement announcing they ay welcome 
everyone who wishes to worship with them without regard to race, colour, 


class, or national origin. . The churches included the Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Lutheran, Congregationalist, United Church of Christ, Chee tion Episcopal, 


» and Reformed. 


Baptist, Christian Reformed, Evangelical United Brethren, and iuvangelical | 


wy 


* * Zk 


A prominent Roman Catholic speaker will share the platform aie a 


: Beebeataact spokesman ‘during the forthcoming German tivangelical Church Day 


(Kirchentag) in Dortmund, Germany, July 24-27. Father Bernhard Hanssler of © 


~ Bad'Godesberg, Vea teenstre nt director of the Central Committee of German 
Catholics, which sponsors the German Catholic Day (Katholikentag) congresses, 


will speak at a workshop dealing with Catholic-Protestant relations. ae Ge 


-be the first time a Roman Catholic has addressed a Kirchentag meeting. 


Ca ee Te 


An appeal Por immediate action to aid Indonesia has been made to the 


Western Australian churches by. the Rev. James Stuckey, leader of an eleven- 


man delegation of Australian church leaders whieh visited Indonesia last 
year. He asked for. tools, paper, dried milk, soap, tyres, sewing materials, 
and sports equipment for Timor. barlier, the only Western Australian in the 


‘delegation, the Rt. Rev. Keith Dowding, advised that Western Australians are 


taking increasing interest in Indonesia and that a gift of 15,000 drugs had. 


‘ been received for a Djakarta hospital. 


{ | * * '* 


“A working committee of iuvangelical and Roman Catholic clergymen has 


been formed in Frankfurt-on-Main, Germany, to "further confessional peace" 


and to promote cooperation, between the two religious bodies. 
des, ¥  * x 
Dr. Nevile Davidson, moderator of the General Assembly of the Church 


of Scotland, visited the Benedictine Monastery at Chevetogne, Belgium, 
during his recent visit to the country to’ open and dedicate a new church 


hall. The monastery igs one of the chief centres for promoting unity between 


the Roman Catholic Church and the astern churches. 


- 
. a 


x * * 


William e.” Baker, a seminary professor in ldinburgh, ot hena e has been 
named to represent the iforld Convention of Churches of. Christ (Disciples) 
as a delegate-observer at the second session of the Vatican: Council which 
begins September 8. Mr. Baker will succeed Dr. Jesse M. Bader, general 
secretary of the Disciples! world body. a 

Sse etn Sin ae 
“> Trustees of Mercer University, 130-year-old Baptist institution in 

Macon, Gas, USA, have voted to admit. students without regard to race , clear- 
ing the way for acceptance of an applicant from Ghana in September. Mercer, | 
with about 1,500 students, is the, first Georgia institution to drop racial | so 
discrimination ain its admission policy. 


re ON a 
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ee A. M., Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, ae daaoes noman Ceiholie 
ecumenists-at Louvain University, Brussels, while on a visit to Belgium, 
May 2-4. The Anglican primate also will make a courtesy call on Leo Josef 
Cardinal Suenens, Archbishop of Malines-Brussels, and Roman Catholic Primate 
of Belgium. Louvain University, which is. operated under the auspices of the 
Belgian hierarchy, is a centre for Roman Catholic theology in Western Europe. 


* * *% 


The endorsement of nuclear weapons for Canada by Dr. A.C. Forrest, 
editor of the United Church of Canada's Observer, has brought a Aesth from 
65 members of the denomination, including many ministers. They signed a 
statement also protesting what they described as an implied accusation that 
those who oppose eg weapons for Vanada are victims of Communist 
propaganda. 


Hh ae 
The Federal Council of Switzerland has voted to: allocate Swiss francs 


780,000 ($182,000) to the Basel Mission for training nurses in Ghana. 
BPS, Geneva 


“a 
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ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES 
POUNDED AT ASSEMBLY IN KAMPALA, UGANDA 


Delegates from churches in 42 African nations have voted unanimously to 
form a permanent All Africa Conference of Churches. It is the first contin- 
ent-wide organization of churches and national Christian councils in Africa. 


The 350 delegates to the constituting assembly here acted on the basis 
of a report recommending formation of the Conference, prepared by a provision- 
al committee which has worked since 1958 on organizational plans. 


Mr. Henry MKiakulu, Rhodesia, acting chairman of the committee, read the 
report which declared that even before its formal launching the Conference 
has broken "the barriers of isolation which had for generations kept African 
Christians apart". 


The committee pointed out that African churches face tasks "not only 
immense and urgent but new, calling for new approaches and a reconsideration 
of basic strategy". “The African continent "will see unparalleled events and 
changes during the rest of this century", the committee said. 


It added a prayer that the Christian Church "will play its role as 
champion, teacher, counsellor, and shepherd during these crucial years", 


The Conference elected as co-chairmen the Rev. lugéne Mallo, secretary 
of the Protestant Church Federation of Cameroun and iiquatorial Africa, and 
the, Rt, rev, 6.0... Odutola, Anglican Bishop.in Nigeria. 


Dr. Donald G.S. M!Timkulu, South Africa, has served as general secre- 
tary of the Conference since its inception in 1958. Sir Francis Akanu Ibian, 
Governor General of Hastern Nigeria, was chairman of the provisional planning 
committee. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva, general secretary of the Vorld Council 
of Churches, in a service of dedication of the constituting assembly of the 
Conference, hailed the new body as one indication that "the hour has come 
when Africa takes its own place in world history". 


Christians, he said, "rejoice in the fact that the men and women of 
Africa are now able to bear the full responsibility for the life.of their “+ 
nations and societies and to build a new Africa". He stressed the fact that 
large numbers of Christians, "African and non-African", have worked for 
African independence. 


He called for proclamation of the Christian gospel threughout Africa 
as the means for spiritual"renewal" of life there, before which "all other 
forms of renewal will prove to be insufficient and disappointing". He also 
urged Conference delegates to concern themselves with "that renewal of 
African life which is part of human history". 


In a later session Dr. K.A. Busia, .of Accra, Ghana, a Methodist layman 
and sociologist, gave glowing praise to the work of Christian missionaries 
in Africa and to the influence of. the Christian faith in African development. 


The Ghanian leader, who is a former head of the Seciology Department of 
the University of Ghana, cited specifically the Christian concept of the 
worth of the individual, and the churches! social work and pioneering educa-— 
tion programmes as major beneficial influences throughout the continent. 
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At the same time he pointed to several disruptive influences introduced 
by the churches which, he said, now challenge African Christians to new © 
efforts in combatting secularism and materialism, and in the quest for unity. 


Praising the work of early missionaries, many of whom, he noted, lost 
their. lives in their efforts to spread the faith, Dr. Busia said that he was 
Nawestruck by the fact of the Church's survival and continuity. 


"That .the Church should have survived at all, despite its unpropitious 
beginnings, is itself evidence of the activity of God", he declared. 
"Victory has come again and again through what seemed utter defeat." 


One of the major contributions of the Christian faith, he said, has 
been its teachings about the worth of the individual, noting that the desire 
to combat slavery and the slave.trade has been the major impetus of the 
missionary movement of the late.18th century. "From the very. beginning", he 
declared, "the Church and the gospel it has propagated have been closely 
essociated with the battle for human dignity and freedom in Africa." 


Secondly, he said, the Church has been "a vehicle of divine compassion"; 
setting up mission hospitals, leprosy centres, and clinics throughout Africa, 
"The Church's compassionate ministration.in the steps of her Lord has left 
its imprint on Africa, and lights the way to new needs for self-giving 
services, motivated by love and fellow-feeling". 


Thirdly, he said, the Church has pioneered in education for persons in 
all walks of life. "Though statistics put the total Christian population of 
Africa between 15 and 20 per cent, the contribution the Church has made to 
social progress through education is of far greater significance than these 
statistical figures would indicate", he declared. However, he noted, the 
churches! influence has not always been beneficial. 


"In gome parts and periods, the close alliance between the Church and 
imperial powers has made her fail in her mission of propagating the gospel 
of the supreme worth and value of every, human being as a son of God, and of 
the brotherhood and equality of. mankind", he declared. 


Further, he said, the impact of Christian doctrine on traditional ° 
African cultures, especially on religious beliefs and on the insti vation of 
the family, often was a disrupting influence. Practices in these areas, he 
said, were often unacceptable and incompatible with Christian doctrine, "but 
it would now be generally agreed that much was rejected without proper under- 
standing and this contributed to..disruption and a sense of uprootedness, 
harmful alike to Christianity and the African communities". 


He added: "Christianity is now challenged. to help in the search for 
roots in a cultural heritage that would provide a-sound moral foundation for 
the rapidly growing edifice of social change, with its threat of seculariz- 
ation and materialism". Still another disruptive influence, he said, was 
the import of schisms and social divisions which were "only meaningful in. 
the controversies of Lurope". 


The Conference membership will be made up of Protestant, Anglican, and 
Orthodox communions. It calls itself "a fellowship of consultation and co- 
operation" for evangelism, research, study, and recruitment and placement 
of personnel. . 


_.In addition to the 350 delegates there are some 70 fraternal observers. 
and guests attending the assembly. Protestant observers are present from 
Asia, Europe, and North America. The Vatican has sent five Roman Catholic 
observers. EPS, Geneva 
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MEDIATION OF KASHMIR DISPUTE URGED 
IF INDIA-PAKISTAN TALKS BREAK DOWN 


(Bangalore ) - Leading Indianchurchmen said here that if current talks 
between India and Pakistan over the Kashmir problem should break down, the 
governments of the two countries should invite mutually acceptable statesmen 
or the United Nations to mediate the dispute. 


Citing the issue as "a complex problem not amenable to easy solution", 
they said that it threatens the security of the entire sub-continent and is 
a test of India's adherence to peaceful methods of resolving international 
conflicts. ; 


All full efforts must be made to find "a just and honourable solution", 
and to "create a congenial atmosphere in both countries by fostering mutual 
trust, goodwill, and friendship", they declared. 


The statement was issucd by 40 Indian church leaders convened here for 
the Indian Conference on the Christian Concern for World Peace held under 
auspices of the National Christian Council of India and the Christian 
Institute for the Study of Religion and Society located here. Dr. Chandran 
D.S. Devanesan, principal of Madras Christian College, was the chairman. 


. Guests included: Dr. Richard M. Fagley, New York, representing the 
World Council of Churches! Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs; Dr. Heinz Kloppenberg, Dortmund, Germany, representing the 
Christian Peace Conference, Prague; His Eminence Archbishop Cyprian Zernov 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, Moscow; and Dr. Paul Anderson of the 
National Council of Churches, USA. There was also one Roman Catholic obser- 
ver, Professor Il. Ruthnaswamy, a member of the Indian Parliament. 
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The Conference made these statements about other issues: 


Disarmament: "We think a careful study of the disarmament proposals 
suggested by the big powers and the narrowing down of the differences in 
their schemes would be fruitful and helpful. .. We regard as equally urgent 
the effort to break down the barriers of distrust and fegrva yoy 


Nuclear _wespons: Nuclear developments in war as well as in industry 
have produced a certain flexibility in all. the political and economic ideo- 
logies . .» . (requiring) a more pragmatic approach as well as the evolving 
of new moral and spiritual criteria for the evaluation of the present and 
emerging ideologies. 


Chinese border dispute: The Conference affirmed its faith, in the ade- 
quacy of India's ability to meet the "challenge of Chinese aggression’. It 
recorded with approval that "the emergency" had caused "no more curtailment 
of individual freedom than has. been absolutely necessary". 


Non-violence: "India has not yet developed the strength of non-violent 
means of.self-defence.. Though some of us consider it unrealistic to think 
we can.develop such a means in a world of sovereign nations, as a substitute 
for armed defence, we would certainly support experiments in that direction 
. . . But we cannot at present see any other than that of strengthening our 
army to defend the nation against a possible threat of a further Chinese 
invasion. . +» We are deeply conscious of the danger of any local limited 
war escalating itself into (unlimited) nuclear war... A war of self- 
‘defence is justifiable. . Al Gib ng) we must look for safeguards’ against ten- 
dencies of such a war to become unlimited, and the nation must be prepared 
to say 'No! to war preparation at the point at which it ceases to be a means 
for self-defence." 


United Nations: The Conference called for more support of the UN and 
stressed the UN's responsibility for the socio-economic development of new 
nations. ; EPS, Geneva 


ALL AFRICA CUNFERENCE OF CHURCHES 
BLECTS FOUR PRESIDENTS 
(Kampala, Uganda) - The assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches 


has elected four presidents, co-equal in rank, to head the organization 
formed on April 20 by delegates representing churches in A2 African nations, 


The new presidents are: ‘Sir Francis Ibiam, bnugu, Nigeria, governor 
of Bastern Nigeria, since independence, and a president of the World Council 
of Churches; the Rev. Titus Rasendrahasina, Tananarive, Madagascar, presi- 
dent of the Church of Christ in Madagascar; .Archbishop Theolophilos, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, senior archbishop of the Orthodox Church of Ethiopia; 
and Bishop Stefano Reuben Moshi, Moshi, Tanganyika, bishop of the Lutheran 
Church of Tanganyika, . 


The presidents will hold office until the next assembly of the Confer- 
ence, four years hence. The assembly also elected twenty members and an 
equal number of alternates of the general committee, who will govern the 
Conference between sessions of the assembly. 


Membership in the Conference is open to African churches and councils 
of churches, according to the new body's constitution. ' 
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The constitution also states that the AACC will collaborate closely 
with the World Council of Churches and "other appropriate agencies". 


Harlier, one of the assembly speakers, Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of 
the World Council's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World service, 
addressing 4,000 persons at an open-air "meeting for public witness", had 
promised that the Council would do all it could to aid and strengthen the 
churches of Africa "as they brace themselves for the new challenge and 
opportunities of these days". 


several other prominent church leaders also addressed the assembly. 
Here are some highlights from their speeches: 


Dr. D.T. Niles, Ceylon, general secretary of the Bast Asia Christian 
Conference: "There is a great deal of difference between rendering service 
and being a servant. The Church. . .is not at the mercy of the world it 
seeks to serve, The mark of a servant is that he is at the mercy of his 
master." 


He warned the churches of Africa against becoming too powerful in 
their communities and nations because of the success of their schools, 
hospitals, congregations, and other organizations. 


"The Church must be in a position where the world can crucify it if it 
wants to, he said. "If it is so strong people are afraid to crucify it, 
the Church is in the wrong position." 


The Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, Southern Rhodesia: Christianity and 
African nationalism "have separate roles. They are not necessarily at 
variance with each other." Conflict arises only when "the interpreters of 
Christianity would like to see the status quo perpetuated", a condition 
which "the adherents of african nationalism would like to see completely 
disappear". Christianity has to be "the servant and not the master of 
national consciousness and African national aspirations. African national- 
ism has come to stay and Christianity must come to terms with it." 


(Later the Conference called upon Christians to examine carefully the 
motives and practices of nationalistic movements before committing them- 
selves either to supporting or opposing them. 


(It said Christians have a three-fold task with regard to nationalism: 
to be a "prophetic watchman; to be a witness; and to be an example of love 
and peace". ) 


The Rev. Gabriel Setiloane, a Methodist pastor from South Africa, youth 
secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches: Younger African 
Christians feel that the Church is still 'following the mode of the mission- 
ary era. The Church. . .does not give sufficient witness, and thereby lend 
spiritual tone, to the new societies being formed all over Africa today." 
The call to the Church in Africa is not a call to subservience to the new 
institutions and the new forms of society, nor yet a call to "sit on the 
hill and pass judgement. .. It is a call to take part in the exciting, 
throbbing life which is Africa's today." EPS, Geneva 
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HiLSINKT ASSEMBLY TO HAVE 
CATHOLIC OFFICIAL VISITORS 


(Geneva) - Roman Catholic authorities have notified the Lutheran World 
Federation that their church will ‘send two aA oae observers to the Federa- 
tion's Fourth Assembly in Helsinki this summer, LI/F executive secretary Dr. 
Kurt Schmidt-Clausen has announced here. 


He said this would be the first time an assembly of the Federation - 
or, as far as he knew, that-of any other world confessional body - was 
attended by such Roman Catholic representatives. Dates of the assembly are 
July 30: to August 11. 


The observers will be Fr. Johannes Witte, S.J., professor of Evangelical 
Theology at the Gregorian Papal University in Rome, and the Rev. Dr. Peter 
Blaeser, M.S.C., member of the Johann Adam i:éhler Institute and lecturer at 
the Theological Academy in Paderborn, Germany. EPS, Géneva 


AFRICAN LEADER ARRESTED: 
RuLGASED ON £250 BAIL 


(Johannesburg) - The Rev. Arthur Blaxall, 72, a revered figure in the Church 
of the Province of South Africa (Anglican), where he is vice-chairman of 

the Christian:council and a member of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, has 
been arrested on charges brought under the Suppression of Communism Act. 

He was released on bail of #250. 


It was alleged that he had aided unlawful organizations. Full details 
of the charges will not be known until he appears in courte « 


He had been scheduled to attend the constituting aSSemn Ly. of the All 
Africa Conference of Churches in Kampala, Uganda. 


Shortly after his release he was visited at his home by 14 Anglican 
ministers from the Johannesburg diocese, including two Africans. They 
accompanied him to a chapel at the /ilgespruit Fellowship Centre in the 
‘valley below his home and there prayed for him. PS, Geneva 


CEYLON PLANS TO TAX 
RELAINING CHURCH SCHOOLS 


(Colombo, Ceylon) - The Ceylon government, which in 1960 nationalized 
nearly all church-related and other private schools, now plans to tax the 
remaining private institutions. 


This was reported here by The Ceylon Times, an English-language daily, 
which said the new ruling will affect both schools which charge tuition fees 
and those which do not. 


The Times said all funds collected by the private schools, from what- 
ever source, will be taxed and no rebates will be given for new building 
or expansion projects. BPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT'S SUCCESS 
SEEN DEPENDENT ON GRASSROOTS 


(New York) - Dr. Henry P. van Dusen, president of Union Theological Seminary, 
said here that the ecumenical movement (among Protestants) is approaching a 
state of crisis and unless it "achieves grassroots it will die of dry rot". 


The noted American churchman, himself a leader in the unity movement, 
saw danger in the fact that while the ecumenical movement "was not the 
creation, it has become the creature" of the organized church. 


Praising the "pioneering" work of individuals that started "a reforma- 
tion as fundamental, radical. . .fully as far-reaching as the Reformation of 
the 16th century", he declared that as a movement that involves both the 
world mission of the Church and the chance for greater unity, the ecumenical 
effort can have revolutionary results. 


He added, however, that not only are leadership and enthusiasm being 
assumed by denominations, but that interdenominational contacts remain on 
the world and national levels and are not prevalent in towns and communities. 


"This should not. be'', Dr. van Dusen said, adding that it is an "illusion 
that you can't be a good ecumenist if you're not first a good Methodist, 
Presbyterian, or Lutheran", iPS, Geneva 


AFRICAN WOMEN ASK STUDY 
OF ORDINATION OF \/OMEN 


(Kampala, Uganda) - "Immediate and serious consideration should be given to 
the question of the ordination of women to the full ministry of the Church." 


This recommendation was one of the major conclusions of a consultation 
of 54 women from 430 African countries, including mothers, teachers, and 
social workers, held here to consider how they can best play their full part, 
as Christians, in the rapidly changing African scene. 


ive ask", said the members of the consultation, "that careful thought 
be given to the place of single persons in the life of the Church. We 
believe the time is now ripe for the consideration of religious orders 
which are suitable for Africa." 


The consultation also strongly recommended that greater opportunities 
be provided for women to become members of church boards and committees. 


In the sphere of family life the consultation stressed "the urgent 
need for training responsible people in the Church to assist parents in the 
sex education of their children and to give boys and girls adequate Chris- 
tian teaching in preparation for marriago". It also said that press, radio, 
and television could do more to educate parents in the psychology of the 
developing child. 


The report of the consultation, which was held immediately preceding 
the All Africa Conference of Churches! assembly, was submitted to the 
conference. EPS, Geneva 
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SVEDISH DIOCESE RECEIVES 
FIRST WOMAN MINISTER 


(Lund, Sweden) - The diocese of Lund, Sweden, received its first woman 
minister with the recent ordination of Mrs. Britta Olén-van 5ijl by Bishop 
Martin Lindstrom. 


Before the ordination the bishop issued a pastoral letter to the 
ministers of the diocese, in which he observed that the excellent spirit of 
unity in the diocese may be put to the test by this event. 


He asked the ministers to understand that he did not undertake the 
ordination "out of a desire for innovation or as seeking for popularity or 
out of submissiveness to the secular authorities. 


"Nor am I doing it with a light heart. I am thinking of those.who 
consider themselves compelled by their loyalty to God's Word to adopt a 
different standpoint. He said he was taking the action because "my sense of 
duty compels me to do so". 


Rarlier, the bishop had received a visit from representatives ore Krk Lie 
Samling in the diocese, a group of pastors formed to oppose the ordination 
of women, who stressed the danger of schism in the diocese after this event. 
They declared that their opposition to women ministers did not stem from 
any sex-discriminatory point of view but was based on Biblical teaching. 
UPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES SUPPORT WCC APPEAL FOR 
VICTIMS OF BALI'S VOLCANIC ERUPTION 


(Geneva) - Gifts and pledges totalling ‘76,229 have been received from the 
churches in response to the appeal issued by the World Council of Churches! 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service on behalf of the 
victims of recent volcanic eruptions on the island of Bali, Indonesia (see 
BPS No. 13). : SIN ON 3 : 


The disaster reportedly caused 1,500 deaths and destroyed the homes of 
100,000 people. 


The Division has so far received in cash /14,000 from the United 
Kingdom, {£5,000 from Church World Service, and “998 from New Zealand. 
Promises of a further “56,231 have been made by churches in the Netherlands 
($28,000), Germany (25,000), Australia (2,231), and Sweden (°1,000). 


Dr. Simon Marantika, general secretary of the Indonesia Council of 
Churches, has reported to the Division that the money has been used to buy 
antibiotics, hypodermic needles, bandages, milk, rice, and corn. — 


) He said that "it appears for the moment that there is sufficient 
medical aid but clothing and food will be a continued need for some time 
to come". EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN LEADERS IN ISRAEL 
DENY PROSELYTISM CHARGES 


(Jerusalem) - Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic leaders said in 4 
joint statement issued here that their activities are not aimed at prosely- 
tizing, but only at helping their own members to be better Christians and 
citizens. 


<—e 
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The statement was issued against a background of charges in some news- 
papers and by various individuals that Christian missions have used 
"aggressive" proselytizing methods including the promise of "material 
advantages" to win converts. 


The Christian leaders emphasized that their only motive was "to play 
a@ positive role in the life of Israel by testifying that Christ is the 
source of truth and life for all men". 


They said they would welcome any inquiries the Israeli government 
wishes to make concerning their work. EPS, Geneva 


UK CHURCHES WILL CONSTDER 
NUCLGAR DETURRGNT POSSESSION 


(London) - The international department of British Council of Churches will 
study as "a matter of urgency" the question of Britain's continuing posses-~ 
Sion of an independent nuclear deterrent. The Council asked the study at 
its Spring meeting in London last week. 


The Council also approved a motion by the department which urged the 
government to supvort such compromise or inspection as might close the gap 
between the United States and Russia on nuclear tests. EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT LITERATURE CENTRE 
OPENED AT YAOUNDE 


( Yaoundé, Cameroun) - The African Centre of Protestant Literature in the 
French language has been opened here at a ceremony attended by Mr. Uteki- 
Ifooumoua, Minister of .:ducation for the Federal Republic of Cameroun, and 
many local leaders. 


Mr. A. Nyemb, president of the Centre's Board of Administration, said 
the Centre will train African writers who can provide the churches with 
technical assistance in the field, and thus facilitate the exchange of 
literature between the churches in French-speaking Africa. 


The Rev. Paul D. Fueter, a Swiss Reformed clergyman, is director of 
the new Centre. <A publicity specialist and an African ce-director are to 
be apnointed shortly.. 


There are an estimated 5,000,000 French-speaking Protestants. in Africa. 
HPS, Geneva 


RUGUAY'S MaTHODIST AND WALDENSIAN 
CHURCHES MAP PLANS FOR UNION 
(Montevideo) ~ The Methodist and Waldensian churches in Uruguay have approved 


a resolution calling for joint study looking towards their eventual union. 


The resolution stated: "We are convinced that, in accordance with God's 
will, the time has come for our two denominations to unite". 


Steps outlined included setting up a commission for rapprochement and 
a study group to examine the topics including the concept of the church, 
its mission, and its unity. PS, Geneva 
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BERLIN WALL CALLED "GRAVEST 
DEVELOPMENT" FOR GERMAN CHURCHES 


(Nuremburg) - Bishop Hanns Lilje, of Hannover, chairman of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD), said here that the erection 
of the Berlin wall and the sealing of East-West German borders by Soviet 
Zone authorities was "the gravest development for the church during the past 
twe years". : 


Speaking at the first meeting of the church's synod to be held since 
the erection of the wall, Bishop Lilje said that while VELKD's leaders and 
periodicals stress the continuing unity of the church across the border, 
"nothing can deceive us about the fact that the church's all German unity 
is seriously endangered", 


In a later session the synod re-elected Bishop Lilje to another six- 
year term as synod chairman. EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN PATRIARCH CONGRATULATES 
POPE ON RECEIPT OF PEACH PRIZE 


(Rome) - Patriarch Alexis of the Russian Orthodox Church has sent a telegram 
to Pope John XXIII congratulating him on receiptof the Balzan Peace Prize. 
Tho prize will be awarded in a ceremony, May 10, in St. Peter's Cathedral. 


The Patriarch cabled that the prize was "a testimony to the untiring 
efforts of your Holiness for blessed peace on earth and goodwill among men". 


The Pope in reply said that he had been "deeply moved" by the Patri- 
arch's message and that "we pray from the bottom Gf Car SOUL. te oh OR eros 
person, the clergy, and the faithful" of the Russian Orthodox Church, 

EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIANS -AND MOSLEMS STUDY 
THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN 


(Beirut) } - Moslems and Christians of all confessions - some 1,150 persons 
~ met here for the ‘forld Catholic Congress to study the rights of children 
as defined by the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. 


_ Le Monde, the influential Paris daily, described ‘the meeting as "a 
living example" of the Papal Encyclical Pacem in Terris, because of its 
theme and interconfessional character. 


The meeting was organized jointly by the International Roman Catholic 
Office for Children, Paris, and the International Roman Catholic Office for 
Education, Brussels. ; 


Pope John XXIII, in a message to the meeting, complimented the Congress 
organizers in choosing Lebanon as the site for the meeting, because "it is 
a country where families of different races and religions are undergoing 
the positive experience of living together". 


Ten commissions studied the rights of children as outlined by the 
United Nations. These included the right to life, food, medical care, and 
secular and religious instruction. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND LAUDS 
GROWING UNITY AMONG CHURCHES 


(Glasgow) - "Movements towards closer cooperation between the churches on 
a broader front than at any time since the Reformation" are reported by the 
Inter-Church Aid Relations Committee of the Church of Scotland, 


The-report , . called by the London Times "one of the most optimistic 
for many years'', said "there are signs today of unprecedented interest in 
ecumenical affairs, and relations between the churches as a whole are more 
cordial and friendly than in the past!'. 


The report. said that the committee has made approaches to the Reformed 
Church of Scotland, the Free Church of Scotland, and the United Free Church 
of Scotland to arrange discussions on possible reunion. It said four work- 
ing parties also will discuss further Anglican-Presbyterian relations and 
that contact is being maintained with the Methodist Church in Scotland, 
with the Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches, and with churches of 
Scandinavian origin. 


The report issued here this week will be debated by the church's 
General Assembly when it meets in Edinburgh at the end of May. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


In the old city of Jerusalem, a hundred yards from the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre, an Evangelical Lutheran school is being built under the 
auspices of the Evangelical Foundation in Jerusalem. It will include a 
kindergarten, and primary and secondary schools for 200 Arab ohildren. 


Ton RA EEAS * 


Spanish authorities in the province of Jaen have granted permission 
to the Protestant mission to resume possession of its church buildings at 
Aldeahermosa de Montizon. The mission had been turned out of the property 
twenty-four years ago. 


* ee le ae 


Several thousand Protestant and Roman Catholic clergy and laymen are 
expected to take part in "An Evening of Ecumenical Witness" in San Antonio, 
Texas, June 2. Plans for the inter-religious convocation have been 
announced jointly by Methodist Bishop Paul V. Galloway and homan Catholic 
Auxiliary Bishop Stephan A. Leven, both of San Antonio, who originated the 
idea for the gathering. They said they had agreed that Protestants and 
Catholics could "in common witness to Christ as Christians". 


* * * 


About 250 men, women, and children, members of the Old Believers, a 
Russian Orthodox sect, now living in the Lake Manyas area of Turkey, have 
been granted asylum in the USA under auspices of the Tolstoy Foundation of 
New York. The group is believed to comprise the last descendants of a band 
of some 5,000 Old Believers who split from the Russian Orthodox Church in 
the 17th century over a religious dispute and migrated to Turkey. Members 
are reported to have been under constant pressure to return to the USSR 
since 1959, and an estimated 1,000 Old Believers returned to Russia last 
September. The World Council of Churches also has resettled some 1,600 Old 
Believers in two new farming communities in Brazil. 
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The premiére of a new Danish film about Jehovah's Witnesses is sched- 
uled this fall. The Rev. Paul Vedel, who made the film, said it will expose 
the "shameful methods" used by Witnesses. "The hammer will fall: hard on the 
heads of the leaders, but to a great extent they deserve it. They are 
responsible for seducing hundreds of thousands of people into a.base and 


irreligious system", he said. He added the film would be "documented one 
hundred per cent'', 


x * * 


Thirty members of Women Strike for Peace, an international, inter- 
faith group, met with World Council of Churches! officials at WCC headquar- 
ters in Geneva this week. The group earlier had visited Rome where they 
presented Pope John XXIII with a letter expressing solidarity in his plea 
for world peace in his recent encyclical Pacem in Terris. 


x % 


Dr. wolfgang Sucker, of Darmstadt, former director of the Institute of 
Symbolics in Bensheim, has been appointed president of the Hvangelical 
Alliance. Pastor Joachim Lell, of Bensheim, director of the Hvangelical 
Alliance, will succeed him as director of the Institute. Aim of the Bvan- 
gelical Alliance, which was founded in 1886, is to promote the ideas of the 
Reformation in Germany and "to testify to the Protestant faith by sponsor- 
ing discussions with other Christian confessions and with non-Christian 
religions", 


* ma * 


A new programme of summer study for American clergy and churchmen will 
be held at Mansfield College, Oxford University, England, August 10-30. 
Lecturers will include Principal John Marsh, Dr. George Caird, and Dr. 
Frank Sherman. Chairman of the American Sponsoring Committee is Dr. Walter 
D. Wagoner. Applicants should write to Mansfield Summér Session, 140 
Nassau Street, Princeton, N.J., USA. 


* * ¥* 


Leaders of the Jewish, Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and. Protestant faiths 
were among 200 persons who attended the dedication of the new, national 
Episcopal Church Centre in New York on Monday. The Rt. Rev. Arthur 
Lichtenberg, Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
USA, laid the cornerstone for the ll-storey edifice. 


* * * 


Twenty-six medical students and newly graduated physicians will be 
sent this year by the Association of American Medical Colleges to assist 
at Christian mission hospitals and medical stations overseas. The 26 
received fellowships from Smith Kline & French Laboratories, US pharmaceut- 
ical concern, through the Association. They will go to 14 countries in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America. j . 


¥ % * 
Television viewers in Italy had an opportunity to see a Protestant 


service on television for the first time when part of the service from the 
Methodist Church in the Via XX Septembre, Rome, was broadcast recently. 


— 
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New patterns of ministry in the Church of England, including more teams 
of clergy and more posts for women, are outlined in a pamphlet published this 
week in London. Titled Men for the Ministry, 1963, it surveys the church's 
need for more clergy and the present methods of finding, selecting, train- 
ing, caring for, and financing them. It reports that in the second half of 
1962, after special efforts to find more men, the number of new inquiries 
received rose from 649 to 891, an increase of 47 per cent over the corres- 
ponding period of 1961. 


* * * 


Prominent.Protestant and Hastern Orthodox clergy will attend the fourth 
annual retreat for Christian laymen to be conducted at the Jesuit retreat 
house, Loyola-on-the-Potomac, Maryland, USA, July 5-7. The retreat will be 
conducted by Fr. John Courtney Murray, S.J., prominent theologian, lecturer, 
and author. 


* * * 


‘The Methodist Church (USA) Council of Bishops, expressing concern over 
a diminishing number of clergymer, has launched a nation-wide programme 
designed to emphasize the importance of the ministry and to gain more 
recruits for it. It called for a series of one-day special convocations on 
the ministry in each of the denomination's annual conference areas before 
the church's (1964 quadrennial General Conference. 


* * *K 


A, Golden Jubilee;Convention at Springficld, Miss., USA, April: 19-21, 
marked the 50th anniversary of the Assemblies of God, largest Pentecostal 
church body in’the world. The denomination has grown from 400 members when 
it Wee Lounded, in Hot Surings; Ark... Usk, in 1914, to a world membership of 
some 1,900,000. The Assemblies carry on work in 72 countries. 


* * * 


A multiracial boarding school has been opened in Swaziland \/aterford 
in the Republic of South Africa. Some 4300 persons attended: the ceremony. 
16 pupils had already started lessons several weeks ago. 


x * 


The International Catholic Press Union has sent a communication to the 
UN Secretary General's Office, New York, charging that the Sudan government 
is waging a "campaign of persecution" against Christian missionaries. It 
said that in ousting missionaries the Sudan government is guilty of ignoring 
basic tenets of the United Nations! Declaration of Human Rights. 


* * * 


Bishop Juro Struharik, head of Yugoslavia!s Slovak Church of the 
Augsburg Confession, has been decorated by Marshal Tito with the Order of 
Brotherhood and Unity with Gold Wreath, one of Yugoslavia's highest marks 
of distinction. The church, headed by Bishop Struharik, is the largest of 
Yugoslavia's four Lutheran bodies. It has more than 57,000 members. 


* * * 


Franz Cardinal Konig, Archbishop of Vienna, has visited Poland at the 
invitation of Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski of ‘iarsaw. Cardinal Konig, who 
recently met with Josef Cardinal Mindszenty in the United States Legation 
in Budapest, was expected to seek the Polish primate's advice about the 
Hungarian state-versus-church conflict. 
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The Bible has retained its position as the world's most translated book, 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 
reported during its recent meeting in Paris. The 14th annual edition of 
the "Index Translationum"; covering the year 1961, said the Bible had been 
translated 246 times as against 258 times the year before. In second place 
were the works of Lenin, with 185 translations. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic Church in Peru has set up an ecclesiastical commis- 
sion to divide up the land belonging to the church for distribution to 
1,500 families who are already working on it. The recipients will be given 
the necessary training to assume their new functions as owners. 


* * * 


Divine Word News Service has announced in Rome that, acting ina . 
private capacity, it will provide a world-wide news service by mail in 12 
languages during the second session of the Second Vatican Council which 
opens September 8. An announcement said the multilingual mailing service 
is being launched in answer to "repeated requests from Council Fathers and 
theologians, radio stations and publications, university professors and 
lecturers, missionaries and parish priests, librarians and laymen". The news 
service will be sponsored by the Divine Word Missionaries, an international 
and inter-racial mission-sending society of the Koman Catholic Chuschs ine 
languagos will be English, French, German, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, 
Arabic, Hindi, Chinese, Japanese, Indonesian, and Russian. Enquiries should 
be sent ta.Fr. Ralph Wiltgen at Collegio del Verbo Divino, Via Verbiti, Rome, 


Italy. Ch Mk 


A 


A. delegation from the churches belonging to the French Protestant 
Federation will visit Russia, June 11-22, in response to an invitation 
received last December from Archbishop Nicodim, director of the Department 
of Foreign Affairs of the Moscow Patriarchate. The delegation will include 
Pastor Gharles \iestphal, Federation president; Pastor André Appel, its 
general secretary; and Pastor Paul Bourguet, president of the National 
Council of the Reformed Church of France. 


* * * 


USA and Canadian Protestant churches and the United Nations! High 
Commissioner for Refugees have contributed 40 tons of maize and bean seed 
for distribution to refugees from Angola now living in the Lower Congo. 
The project was organized by the Protestant Council in the Congo. 


* DE ray 


Dr. WeA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, will be the 1963-64 William Belden Noble lecturer at Harvard 
University, Cambridge, Mass., USA, delivering four public addresses on 
December 3-6 in Memorial ,Church in Harvard Yard. 


* * * 


The Protestant Theological Faculty in Slovakia, which had been moved 
to Modra, has been transferred back to Bratislava, the town where it was 
originally founded at the beginning of the 17th century and in which it 
was officially recognized in 1933. - EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


US CONFERENCE FOR WCC 
HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING 


(Buck Hill. Falls, Pa.) - The masses of coloured people "have cast the vote 
of non-confidence in the Christian leadership among white people’, the US 
Conference for the World Council of Churches was told here. | 


The Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa, an official of the National: eonncrt of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, warned the 200 participants "that Christian: 
people of the coloured races" including the clergy are among those who have 
lost confidence in the leadership of the Christian Church in general. ee 


. These groups are saying that "on the basis. on past performance we 
cannot believe in the integrity of white Christians. They say one thing 
but.do another. They. promise . all, sorts of things but never put them into 
practine", he declared. : 


Mr, Kitagawa, who.was born in Japan, but is now a.US citizen, was ae 
_ opening speaker at. the annual meeting of the WCC!'s 30 member churches in 
se thes USA. 


Present: for ane first time as guests of ne Conference were two Roman 
Catholic churchmen; the’ Rev. Edward Duff, 5.3., professor of Lcumenics: 
at the Jesuit School of Acai te in ‘eston, Mlass., and the Rev. John B. 
Sheerin, C.S.P., of New York, editor of the. monthly Catholic World. : 


Father Duff was. one of five Catholic observers who attended: the Third 
-Assembly. of the WCC at-New Delhi, India,:1961. Father Sheerin was.an 
observer when the World Council's policy-making Central Committee met in: 
arse last summer. 


‘Here are highlights from other speeches ade during the three-day 
meeting: 


Religious Liberty 


a i ner 

Ditches is Carrillo de Albornoz, Geneva, secretary for study on religious 
liberty for the World Council of Churches, reported that a "substantial 
clarification of the Roman Catholic attitude toward religious liberty is 
a. necessary". 


; He said that despite the growing Roman Catholic tendency to full 
_ religious liberty three main points still’ need clarification. 


These, he said, are? dw An official eee oment Of, principle" by. the 


Second Vatican Council "in favour of universal and complete religious 
liberty for everybody"; 2. Exact clarification of any limitations. on 
religious lsberty; and -3. ". . .the practical implementation of religious 


liberty imal oot ee of the world." . 
International Affairs 


Drw O. Frederick folie. New York, director of the a eis aon of the 
. Churches on International Affairs, an agency of the World Council of 
Churches, called upon both Christians and non-Christians to narshel the 
spiritual resources of mankind for world peace, 


"Surely. mankind's stakes in-the goal of peace. are so high and the 
potentials in mankind's spiritual resources are so powerful that the possi- 
pilities of cooperation call for more serious study", he declared. 
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Such a study, he stressed, "must not be superficial, but penetrating, 
not fearful, but courageous, not sentimental, but idealistically pragmatic". 


He said it should include not only Christians, but Jews, Buddhists, 
and Moslems. 


While difficulties might be encountered, he acknowledged, each faith 
should seek to develop within its own constituency an informed and concerned 
public opinion. He added that parallel action may be better than coopera- 
tive action, or may at times be possible where cooperation cannot be 
achieved, 


Faith and Order 


Dr. Paul Minear, Geneva, Yale Divinity School professor, director of 
the WCC's Department of Faith and Order, noted that during the past deeade 
there has been "subtle" progress towards defining "a more adequate concep- 
tion of the Una Sancta", which has led to "farereaching changes all along 
the line". 


ie listed as significant developments: a greater determination to seek 
together the fullness of Christian unity; a clear and deeper “awareness of 
our need for help from each other in this common quest"; and a "surprisingly 
unanimous acceptance of the extension of this mutual need to include all 
major traditions in Christendom - the ancient Oriental church, the Roman 
Catholic Church, the historical Protestant churches, the newly-inde pendent 
Pentecostal and +rotestant churches, the united churches..." 


He also listed: a "greater confidence in advancing the ultimate claims 
of the One Church and greater hesitation in advancing the separate claims of 
the separate churches"; and a greater desire to "locate the centre of the 
Church than to map its boundaries", for example, to recognize the importanee 
of the fact of one baptism into Christ than to stress the diverse methods 
and meanings of the ordinance, 


Second Vatican Council 


Dr. Douglas ‘orton, of Nandolph, New Hampshire, chairman of the Faith 
and Order Commission of the World Council, and an observer at the Second 
Vatican Council, said that Christians today have greater hope than ever 
before for "a Church which unites, not separates, us". 


"Tf the work begun at the first session of the Yatican Council is con- 
pleted by the second", unity among separated Christians, "for which we have 
been praying but of which few had dreams", might eventually be realized, he 


orld Council's *uture 


Dr. Tranklin C. Fry, chairman of the World Council's Central Committee, 
declared "this is not a time for radical departures" for the CC. He said 
stress should be "ton the continuance of the role the ecumenical movement, and 
specifically the World Council of Churches, has been conscientiously playing 
all along. 


This role includes: "reinvigoration of the missionary movement; creative 
and inventive leadership for vitalizing the churches; placing the lives of 
Christians...in a world perspective; continuing to labour for unity of the 
churches, and...acting as a continuing centre of ecumenical initiative; 
giving a sustained stimulus to biblical theology". EPS, Geneva 
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F.O.R.. SUPP RTS BiRN INGHAM DEMONSTRATOR RS: 
CENSURES STATSHENT BY BILLY GRAHAW 


(Hew York) - The Fational Council of the Fellowship of Reconciliation said 
here that white Christian leaders‘ attemots to slow down non-violent demon- 
strations by Hezroes protesting against racial segregation are "in greviczrs 
error". 


The Fellowship referred specifically to a statement by evangelist Dr. 
Billy Graham that he had advised Dr. Mertin Luther King to "put the breaks 
on a little bit" in demonstratioms he is leading in Birminghan, Alabama. 


Tne Fellowship said it was “profoundly disturbed over the all too 
common type of thinking reflected in Dr. Graham's statement. 


"In line with the spirit of the sospel and the professions of the 
Church, white Christians should long since e been working side by side 
with their Hegro brethren - and if necessary going to prison with them - to 
put an end to segregation in all spheres of our life", it declared. 


It pointed out that "Negroes in Birmingham have engeged in a protracted 
period of futile negotiation t achieve the status that should have been 
theirs all along. 


"Christians should feel humble gratitude for the spirit of non-violence 
and love which has characterized the Birmingham demonstrations", it said. 


King, who went to Birmingham last month to lead the action campaign, 
was arrested two weeks ago along with scores of his followers for demonstrat- 
ing in the streets. He is now free pending appeal of a sentence of five 
days in jail and a $50 fine. EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS ENDORSE 
CONTINUED TALKS ON COOPERATION 


(Huntingdon, /.Va.) - The Presbyterian Chureh in the US (Southern) has voted 
to continue its conversations on increased cooperation with other Presby- 
terian and Reformed bodies, including the Reformed Church in America and the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


Commissioners (delegates) at the denomination's annual General Assembly 
also voted overwhelmingly, after a lively debate, in favour of remaining in 
the National Council of Churches. 


The Assembly's approval of continued conversations with other churches 
included a call for further exploratory talks with the Reformed Church which 
began last year. The talks look forward to a "fuller expression of unity 
in faith and action". 


In other sessions the Assembly: 


- Approved the ordination of women as ministers, elders, and deacons 
by a vote of 249 to 173. The proposed change must be endorsed by a majority 
of the church's 80 presbyteries and ratified by the 1964 General Assembly 
before becoming effective. 


~ Called upon churches and other denominational agencies and institu- 
tions to abolish all racial barriers if they have not done so already. 


- Declined to go on record as refusing to meet in a city where racial 
discrimination is generally practised in hotels and restaurants, but 
reaffirmed its present policy of refusing to meet in cities where hotels 
will not guarantee equal treatment to 211 commissioners, Negro or white. 
Acceptance of the broader proposal, according to Stated Clerk Dr. James 
Millard, would have meant the Assembly could not meet in any city in the 19 
southern and south-eastern states where it has churches. The church has 
about 6,000 Negro members among 928,000 communicants. EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL CUSHING WARNS CATHOLICS 
AGAINST PRESSURE GROUP TACTICS 


(Boston) ~ American Catholics should never use pressure group tactics in 
the area of public opinion, Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, 
declared here in a pastoral letter addressed to his flock and to "men of 
goodwill in every tradition.» 


"In those areas where Catholics are the majority pepulation - and 
perhaps especially there - we should be sensitive to the rights and feelings 
of our neighbours so that no action of ours takes on the nature of the vin- 
dictive or the character of a 'power group! in action", the prelate stated. 


Catholic reticence and understanding in this area, Cardinal Cushing 
admonished, "will be eloquent testimony of our personal witness to truth 
and freedom". 


The pastoral, entitled "The Church and Public Opinion", is one in a 
series of annual letters from the cardinal concerning the Church and the 
individual. For the first time his pastoral is addressed to people outside 
the Catholic community. : EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH JOURNAL URGES 
COURTESY TO NON-WHITES 


(Capetown ) ~ Kerkblad, weekly organ of the Dutch Reformed Church in South 
Africa, has launched a campaign of courtesy toward non-whites. 


It did so with the warning to church members that "thousands of non- 
whites live in fear of revolutionary elements in their own ranks, and unless 
we befriend them the Communists will do so at South Africa's peril". 


It said, "Virtually all whites come into contact with non-whites daily 
- in homes, factories, farms, and on the streets. But there are people who 
treat their fellow whites courteously but think the non-white may be cursed, 
kicked, and insulted. These are the people", the paper stressed, "who 
damage race relations irreparably. They create reactions of hatred, 
vengence, and bitterness on which agitators and Communists thrive." 
EPS, Geneva 


INQUIRY REVEALS JAPANESE STUDENTS 
REACTION TO CHRISTIANITY 


(Tokyo ) - A recent inquiry among Japanese high school students reveals that 
as many as 80 per cent are either favourable to or neutral about Christianity. 


Of 619 boy students of an industrial high school in Nagoya who were 
asked: ‘When somebody mentions Christianity, what is your reaction?", 28 
per cent replied that their reaction was favourable and 52 per cent that 
their reaction was neutral, while only 1942 per cent answered that they 
reacted unfavourably. 


The inguiry was made by Professor Suzuki Norihisa, research assistant 
in Religion, Tokyo University, who is not a Christian. Interviewed follow- 
ing pubfication of the results of his survey, the professor said that it 
shows the headway which Christianity is making in Japan. 


"Tf the students had been girls of the same age, no doubt the results 
would have been even more optimistic. If Christianity can succeed in 
presenting Hise lf tas congenial to the Japanese character, its appeal may 
before long prove irresistible to our modern youth", he commented. 

NPS, .Geneva 


BRITISH MBTHODISTS SIGN 
PHACH STATEMENT 


(London) - More than sixty prominent British Methodists, members of the 
Methodist Peace Fellowship, have signed a declaration expressing their 
belief that the Christian Church throughout the world should unequivecally 
renounce the way of war and affirm its trust in the positive and redemptive 
way of Christ. 

They said this is a vital issue, which should be regarded’as having 
an equal priority for Christians with the question of Christian unity. 


The signatories include Dr. Eric Baker, Professor Herbert Butterfield, 
Professor C.A. Coulson, Professor Gordon Rupp, and Dr. Donald Soper. 
BPS, Geneva 
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AACC ISSUES MUSSAGE TO THE CHURCHES: 
ADJOURNS HISTORIC FIRST ASSEMBLY 


(Kampala) - The First Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches has 
concluded here with the unanimous adoption of a message exhorting "the . 
churches on this continent to participate wholeheartedly in the building of 
the African nation. 


"We have rejoiced that since Ibadan many new independent nations have 
been born in Africa", the delegates from 100 churches in 40 countries . 
declared. "We identify ourselves with the aspirations of our peoples to- 
wards development of dignity and a mature personality in Christ. . ." 


Plans for the AACG were first laid at a meeting in Ibadan, Nigeria, in 


83 ig oie 


"(At Kampala) we have glimpsed the possibility of renewed churches © 
more sensitive through obedience to the leading of the Holy Spirit, more 
responsive to His bidding and awakened to concern for the needs of men, 
women, and youth in the new Africa." 


The Assembly here has markeu, as many speakers underlined, a cruciad 
date in the history of Christianity in Africa. 


As a spokesman of the fthiopian Orthodox delegation put Pee DOE iy 
so-called dark continent, darkness has been replaced by the light of Christ". 


The Assembly in one of its closing sessions also adopted a resolution 
expressing thanks to God for the presence Nof our brethren from the Bast 
Asia Christian Conference, the Near Hast Christian Council, the churches 
of Burope and North America, the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, 
the. Orthodox Church of Russia, and the World Council of Churches. 


"fe welcome their identification of themselves with us in an attempt 
to meet the responsibilities which God calls us to in this age and on this | 
beloved continent", it said. 


In the same session, the Assembly approved a resolution expressing 
"Nits deep concern at.recont developments in some African countries", It 
decided to send a message of "encouragement to all who seek amidst present 
tensions and strains to bear witness to righteousness, truth, and compassion". 
It especially expressed its sympathetic support "to all who seek to witness 
to the biblical concept of the Church as a community transcending all 
differences of race and serving all men". 


It affirmed that the Church nas a responsibility both to "exercise the 
reconciling ministry of Jesus Christ, and to uphold the sovereign claims of 
justice, of the dignity of man, and-of religious freedom". 


It finally called on all churches to pray God for the leaders of these 
peoples and countrios so that in these nations "all citizens be recognized 
as responsible members of society". 


Sessions during the final deys of the Assembly were devoted to discus- 
sion of reports of five. sections which laid plans for the policy and pro- 
eramme which the AACO will work out during the coming four years. 


From these reports camo recommendations for the. setting up of nine 
permanent commissions and sub-commissions on concerns including. the Church 
in social, economic, national, and international affairs, youth, Christian 

education, literature, and mass communications. 
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The report on "The Life of the Church" called for the "africanization!! 
of the Church, emphasizing the need for African churches to develop indi- 
genous music and forms of piety. It said the Church should "cease presenting 
itself as a society of men and women preparing themselves for heaven after 
death" or as "a society ef puritans" and should "be open to the world and 
turned towards it". For these reasons, it said it is indispensable to create 
"specialized ministries" adapted to the new tasks and to avoid that tradi- 
tional Christian institutions come to constitute an excessive load for the 
Church. 


Concerning unity, it recognized that "God gave certain elements of 
unity to the Church of Africa in the system of the large family in the tribe 
and in the progress of nationalism" and stressed that the Church must take 
advantage of this unity. 


It also said special attention should be given not only to "the unity 
we seek among ourselves, between ourselves, and the independent churches", 
but "between ourselves and the Roman Catholic Church", 


Before adjourning the Conference elected as the chairman of its general 
committee Dr. Donald M'Timkulu, of the Methodist Church of South Africa, who 
was secretary of the provisional committee. Starting on 1 January, 1964, 
the general secretary will be Mr. S. Amissah, of the Methodist Church of 
Ghana. The associate general secretary will be the Rev. James Lawson, cf 
the Methodist Church of Dahomey. HPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIANS DISCUSS 
"BASIS OF UNION" PROPOSALS 


(Perth) - Small groups of Congregational, Methodist, and Presbyterian 
ministers are gathering throughout Australia for informal discussions of 
the proposed Basis of Union between their churches. (See EPS No. 12) 


Addressing a group of 40 ministers in Perth, the Rev. R.F. Giese, 
lecturer in theology at the Methodist University College, gave unqualified 
support to the plan. 


He emphasized four aspects of the report: Its demand for the recovery 


‘of "basic Reformation truth"; its view of the "ministry of the whcele Church", 


not simply the ministry of the clergy; its affirmation of unity with "our 
brethren in other Asian churches (he called the proposed concordat with the 
Church of South India "of the genius of God"); and tre fact that the plan 
opens ways for further union by the consecration of bishops. EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN CHURCHMAN DESCRIBES 
UNITY GAINS OF USA VISIT 


(Moscow) - Archimandrite Pitrium, editor of the journal of the Moscow Patri- 
archate, said here that the exchange of visits between Russian churchmen 
and the National Council of Churches in the USA had "deepened not only 
Christian unity, but also general human understanding". 


The priest-editor, who was one of the 16 Russian churchmen who visited 
the USA in March and April, in an. interview by Soviet Radio, said: "The 
experience of these meetings showed that the Christians of both countries 
have much to do toward the final unity of Christians, the chief purpose for 
our common activity. I believe that Christians must first of all come to 
know one another." HPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN RADIO NOTES POLISH 
BID FOR CONCORDAT 


(Vatican City) - Vatican Radio, in a broadcast beamed to Poland, said the 
Polish government recently sent agents to Rome ''tg prepare, or at least 
probe the possibilities, for the signing of a concordat with the Holy See. 


"But such a concordat", it declared, "is unthinkable wherever agreements 
are not being observed and where existing intolerance does not give even the 
smallest guarantee that signed agreements would be implemented." - 


The Vatican broadcast came in the wake of a recent pastoral letter in 
which the Polish hierarchy complained of numerous obstacles faced by the 
Church in conducting religious classes in Poland. EPS, Geneva 


RACIAL SEGREGATION CALLED 
KEY TO HERESY CONVICTION 


(Pretoria) - Hearings have been opened here in the Pretoria Supreme Court 
on an appeal brought by Professor Albert Geyser against a decision last 

year of a Dutch Reformed Church special commission which convicted him of 
heresy and unfrocked him as a minister. (See BPS Now 56, 1962). , 


Representing Prof. Geyser, a longtime foe of South Africa's apartheid 
or. racial segregation policies, was G.P.C. Kotze, who told the court that 
the crux of the dispute between his client and the church was their diver- 
gent attitudes toward racial matters inside the church. 


He said that whereas the church believed in separate churches for 
separate races, Prof. Geyser believed that the Scriptures did not uphold 
segregation within the church. EPS, Geneva 


ESCAPE FROM CHINESE MAINLAND 
REPORTED NOW MORE DIFFICULT 


(Hong Kong) - The number of illegal emigrants from the Chinese mainland 
reaching Hong Kong or Macao has decreased in the past few months owing to 
severer measures taken to prevent them from leaving the mainland, FIDES, the 
international Roman Catholic news service, reports. 


It said these measures include the following: a reward (50 pounds of 
rice and the equivalent of US “A) is given to those who, report escape plans; 
the leaders of any escape party are liable to a twelve-year prison sentence 
and their accomplicesto a five-year sentence; the families of escapees are 
held responsible and have to refund the value of the stolen boat; and the 
fishing fleets are accompanied to the fishing grounds by armed leaders and- 
on their return to port the boats are chained together. EPS, Geneva 


CUBA CONFISCATES 
CHRISTIAN BOOKS 


(Zurich) ~ The Cuban government has confiscated at customs and despatched 
to pulp mills thousands of Bibles, hymnals, and books sent to Cuban Chris- 
tians from sngland, Canada, Mexico, and other countries, according to a 
report published here by the European Baptist Press Service. 
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. It quotes a Cuban Baptist missionary who wrote to the Home Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention saying: "We may have to learn 
our hymns and Scripture by memory. 


Only 10 per cent of more than 200,000 portions of the Bible reached the 
Cuban Bible Society from recent shipments, the Service said. The 90 per cent 
confiscated was sent to the Papelera Cubana and ground into pulp. The same 
thing happened to shipments of hymnals and other books, EPS, Geneva 


BISHUP LILJE. STRESSES VALUE OF 
COMMUNIC:TION MEDIA TO CHURCH 


(Nairobi) - Modern means of communication must be systematically utilized 
by the Christian Church if it "rightly understands the message which it must 
transmit all over the world in the name of the risen Lord", delegates to the 


constituting assembly of the new s/orld Association for Christian Broadcast- 
ing were told here. 


Lutheran Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, Germany, presented the keynote 
address to some 60 delegates meeting at the Limuru Conference Centre near 
here. 


The new broadcasting association is an outgrowth of the World Committee 
for Christian Broadcasting, an informal group with most of its members com- 
ing from Europe and the United States. The new organization includes mem- 
bers. also from Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 


"The spiritual side of technical development in our society is usually 
regarded as conducive to superficiality", Bishop Lilje told the conference. 
"One has the impression that everything profound is being made shallow and 
externalized." 


Still, he added, one element has "unexpectedly remained intact. . .the 
human voice and its counterpart, the spoken word, as a spiritual reality". 


stressing radio's unique ability to "speak to millions of people as so 
many individuals", Bishop Lilje maintained that "nothing is more in need of 
being understood, from a spiritual point of view, than the microphone. 


"Just as the radio programmes of the Church reveal technical defects, 
carelessness in the words and ideas that are used, poor use of language and 
inadequate liturigical practice", he said, "the microphone reveals pitiless- 
ly wnether it is transmitting hollow, conventional phrases or an address to 
the present day. This task is primarily a theological one and forces 
Christendom time and again to pause for reflection." EPS, Geneva 


NEW INITIATIV&S ASKED IN CREATION OF 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITIES IN UNIVERSITIES 


(Geneva) -- Some 70 chaplains, counsellors, and secretaries of student move- 
ments*meeting here last week called for "fresh initiatives" in the creation 
of true international communities in universities. 


The consultation, called by the World Student Christian Federation 
(SCF) to consider the new problems and opportunities raised by the increas- 
ing number of students studying abroad, urged the Federation and Student 
Christian Movements to work with secular bodies to create "true inter- 
national ethos!" in higher education. 
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This, it said, would affect not only curricula and methods of work, but 
such factors as student lodging. 


Terming the presence of foreign students "a gift to each campus", it 
said their presence demonstrates the need for a new kind of ministry among 
all students rather than a special ministry to foreign students. 


It urged the Federation to take "fresh initiatives towards the coordina= 
tion of Christian work on every campus by helping Student Christian Move-" 
ments, churches, and other agencies to plan tocether for an expansion of 
work in new forms of ministry among students". 


The consultation made the recommendations after hearing several reports 
on current work including one by Mr. Jagbans K. Balbir, of the iducation 
Department of UNESCO, Paris, that 250,000 students studied abroad in the 
1960/61 academic year. Countries receiving the largest numbers, he said, 
were: the USA, France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Austria, the USSR, and 
Switzerland, in that order. Another report indicated that there are now 
more African students taking post-secondary courses abroad than there are 
students in comparable institutions in Africa. 


Consultation participants came mainly from lurope and North America, 
Lack of funds made it impossible to invite full representation from Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America, although these continents were represented by 
pastors and-students already in lurope. The consultation was held at the 
World Council of Churches! Ecumenical Institute, near here. EPS, Geneva 


woc, VATICAN SHOULD EXCHANGE REPRESENTATIVES, 
ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP SAYS 
(Fulda, Germany) - A Roman Catholic bishop has suggested that the World 


Council of Churches and the Vatican should have permanent representatives 
at each other's headquarters. 


Bishop Walter Kampe of Limburg told a meeting of German Protestant and 
Catholic press representatives here that such an arrangement would greatly 
facilitate relations between the two bodies. 


He noted that Roman Catholic observers have attended major World 
Council meetings and that the WCC had an observer at the Second Vatican 
Council. EPS, Geneva 


KINGDOM OF BURUNDI'S NEW CONSTITUTION 
CUARANTERS FREE PRACTICE OF RELIGION 


(Usumbura ) ~ The Kingdom of Burundi has adopted the final text of its con- 
stitution. The constitution opens with the words: “Affirming our faith 


in God, and our conviction of the eminent dignity of the individual. . B 


Article 13 guarantees "freedom of worship and freedom to practise 
religion in public. . ." Another article states that "the State has no 
right to interfere in the nomination or appointment of ministers of any 
religious body, nor to prevent them from corresponding with their superiors, 
nor from publishing their acts. . ies 
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Other articles gurantee freedom to teach, to associate,.and to hold 
meetings. Freedom of the press is also guaranteed, Ly SOL an ass at dee slave t 
infringe the security of the State, constitute a menace to the law, nor have 
a bad influence on morals. 


The constitution also recognizes the legal validity of religious marri- 
age, on the same basis as civic marriage, and abolishes the right to polygamy. 


Burundi was known as Urundi before it achieved independence on July fae 
1962. Previously it had been a Belgian trust territory of the United Nations. 
It lies in the heart of Africa, just south of the equator, and borders 
Tanganyika and the Congo. LPS, Geneva 


COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS WCC SUPPORT 
OF NEW BEAST AFRICAN NEWSPAPER 


(Kampala) - A special committee has recommended here that the World Council 
of Churches ask its member churches to support a proposed new Christian news- 
paper in Hast Africa. 


The recommendation was made by the Committee on Special Assistance to 
Social Projects CSASP);, an independent body set up by the World Council of 
Churches to advise its divisions on major new projects. Some 20 Christian 
specialists in economics, sociology, mass communications, mission work, and 
related fields compose the Committee. Miss Janet Lacey, CBE, director of 
the British Council of Churches! Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service, is 
. chairman. 


The proposed new journal, which received the Committee's support, is 
the Hast African Venture which would be a journal of Christian comment on 
national and international news and political, social, cultural, and relig- 
ious affairs. It is proposed that it appear either monthly or fortnightly 
in two editions -- English and Swahili, and be circulated primarily in Kenya 
and Tanganyika. (See EPS No. 6, 1962). 


The contribution required would amount to a total of £128,000 ($358, 400) 
over a four-year period. After that it is believed it would oe self- 
supporting. 


The request will go to the World Council's of Division of Inter-~Church 
Aid, Refugee, and World Service. If approved the project will be listed on 
the Division's annual project list, a compilation of the major fund-raising 
requests of its member churches and various Christian agencies issued 
annually. It would be the first time a request for support of a publication 
has been included In ate "Leh s 


Pry other sessions the Committee approved: 


- A'plan for a general survey of community centres, particularly with 
regard to problems of leadership and programme and regional cooperation, as 
a guide to churches and the WCC in plans to set up new ones. 


- A study of the Christian responsibility for the promotion of health 
in Kenya, Nigeria, and Uganda. The present situation will be surveyed in 
a questionnaire and by a medical team which will visit the countries between 
October, 1963 and January, 1964. 
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- Two rural development projects: 1. A study of patterns of rural 
change in Nigeria; and 2. The establishment of an agricultural farming 
school in Burma. 


Finally the Committee discussed the problems arising in connection with 
the offers of financial assistance received by churches and missionary 
societies from several governments in Europe and North America. Both the 
possibilities for wider service and the spiritual and political: dangers 
involved.in channelling such funds to Asia, Africa, and Latin America were 
underlined. EPS, Geneva 


PARIS MISSION SOCIETY LEADER 
KILLED IN AFRICAN PLANE CRASH 


(Douala, Cameroun) - The Rev. Pierre Benignus, a director of the Paris 
Mission Society, was one of 54 persons’ killed in a crash here, May 4, of a: 
DC 6 Air Afrique airliner. He was 51. | 


The French Reformed missionary leader, who had played’ a prominent role 
in the ecumenical movement, had left Kampala, Uganda, where he attended the 
first. assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches only a few days:. 
before. pele . 


Pastor Benignus joined the Paris Mission staff in 1958, and was in 
charge of the Mission's relations with: ecumenical bodies and other mission 
bodies. He also was secretary of the "Islam in Africa" project. Harlier 
he was for seven years secretary general of the Federation of the Mission of 
the Churches in French Vest Africa, with headquarters in Togo. He was 
president of the mission in New Caledonian from 195 frtavL945en: 


Born of missionary parents in Noumea, Caledonia, in 1912, he was a 
graduate of the University of Rennes, and of the Sorbonne, Paris. He was 
ordained in 1937. In 1947 he was awarded a Doctor of Divinity degree by 
Dickinson College, USA. ie Be dace lite 


He is survived by his widow and five children. EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH SYNOD ASKS RENUNCIATION OF 
ATOMIC DETERRENT BY. FRANCE 


(Paris) - The National Synod of the French Reformed Church has called here 
for the renunciation by the French government of its plan for an atomic 
deterrent force. | 


It also asked abolition of the death penalty, a statute for conscien- 
tious objectors by which they would not be placed under military authority, 
and a charter for the national broadcasting service which would guarantee 
its independence. 


The synod, which is the church's policy-making body, meets annually. - 
Its members are representatives of 15 regional synods. _ EPS, Geneva 


The North Carolina (USA) Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples 
of Christ) has called on trustees of the denomination's Atlantic Christian 
College in Wilson, N. Carolina, to admit all qualified students regardless 


of race. 
x * * 
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An extensive study of church-related colleges and universities in the 
United States has been announced by the Danforth Foundation. , Of the 2,100 
institutions of higher education in the United States, about 800 are church- 
related, WVheological schools will not be included in the study. 


es *K * 


The Argentine Roman Catholic hierarchy has authorized priests to use 
Spanish instead of Latin in much of the ritual for the administration of the 
Sacraments. . 


* * * 


Christian and Jewish clergy and lay leaders in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
(USA) 5 have formed a North Carolina Council on Religion and Race to make a 
"stronger impact" against racial segregation by presenting a "united front". 
The new council is an outgrowth of the first National Conference on Religion 
and Race held last January in Chicago, sponsored by major Protestant, Roman 
Catholic, and Jewish religious agencies. 


* * * 


_ The Faculty of Law of the University of Sao Paulo, Brazil, has proposed 
that the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize should be awarded to Pope John XXIII. The 
Faculty made the suggestion in a document formally presented to the Norweg- 
ian Consul in Sao Paulo at a ceremony at the University. ) 


* * x 


The Reformed churches in Holland have collected about 120,000 guilders 
(533,324) to. aid victims. of the. volcanic’ eruption on the island of Bali. 
Over half this amount was raised by the "Radio Church" which broadcasts an 
appeal every Suncay after the service for. funds to help people in distress. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic population of the United States has risen by more 
than 13 million since 1954, an increase of 44.1 per cent. The total number 
of Roman Catholics, according to the latest edition of the Catholic directory, 
Pe WMO ao oy compared with 450,420,015 un 1955. ‘lest year -the ‘number 
was 42,882,166. At present nearly one-quarter. of the population of the 
United States is.Catholic., Since 1954 the total population of the country 
has risen by about 26 million. 


x * 


Fifty Dutch and Belgian Catholic and Protestant theological students 
have made an ecumenical study tour through Europe. Their itinerary included 
visits to the Evangelical Academy at Driebergen, Germany, the Roman Catholic 
Centre of St. Willibrod, the Netherlands, the Protestant brotherhood 
community at Taizé, France, the Russian Orthodox Institute of St. Sergius, 
Paris, and the World Council of Churches, Geneva. 


* * * 


Replies to a questionnaire from some 2,000 people from all parts of 
Sweden reveal that 60 per cent believe children should be reared in Christ- 
jan families, 4 per cent are against it, and 37 per cent have no opinion. 
Most of the people asked advocated two hours of religious instruction every 
week, and 8 per cent were in favour of prayers and hymns being a-permanent 
part of morning services in state schools. Five per cent of those replying 
said they did not want prayers and hymns at morning assembly in schools, 
and 6 per cent were undecided. 
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. A religious television association has been formed in Toronto, Canada, 
by Anglican, Roman Catholic, and United Church of Canada broadcasting 
experts. ; 


* * * 


The Polish Roman Catholic hierarchy has published a new bilingual 
ritual for the administration of the Sacraments in Latin and Polish. From 
now on, the bishops announced, the marriage ceremony will be conducted 
entirely in Polish. The new Polish ritual was approved by the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Rites in Rome, last December. : . 


* * * 


Twenty German Lutheran ministers spent four days in Paris recently as 
guests of the French Evangelical Lutheran Church. The visitors, mostly from 
Munich, preached in Lutheran churches in Paris and the suburbs during their 
stay. Aim of the visit was to strengthen relations between French and German 
Lutherans. 


* Zak te 


Because of the continuing shortage of ministers in the Irish Methodist 
Church, the Belfast district synod has decided to ask this year's church 
conference to investigate the feasibility of admitting retired laymen to 
the mninistry.—The shortage of ministers is particularly acute in Belfast, 

a district which has the largest concentration of Methodists in all Ireland. 
Tt 4s also an area in which the Church is endeavouring to widen its ministry 
because of several new, large housing developments. 


* ery lure 


The three Christian groups which own the Holy Sepulchre and the Holy 
Places, Jerusalem, have agreed that each will appoint an expert with a view 
to restoring the Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre. The three groups are the 
Greek Orthodox community, the Latin community, and the Armenian community. 


* *« * 


Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, minister emeritus of Fifth Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, New York, will deliver the commencement address at one of 
Canada's leading Roman Catholic universities on May 14. He was invited to 
make the address by St. Dunstan's University, Charlottetown, Prince ldward 
Island. Dr. Bonnell will be the first non-Catholic to address a graduating 
class in the school!s 109-year history. 


* * * 


A 700-member Lutheran Church, constituted about 18 months ago in Japan 
as the result of the work of two Norwegian mission societies, has postponed 
indefinitely any plan to unite with other Lutheran churches in that country. 
The Kinki Bvangelical Lutheran Church announced that while it favoured union 
in principle among Japanese Lutherans, +t was unwilling to form part of the 


proposed single church "under the present conditions". 


* * * 


Ministers representing 60 Protestant churches in Augusta, Georgia, USA, 
have adopted a resolution supporting voluntary integration of schools in 
that area. 

%¥ * * 
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Archbishop John, who became acting head of the Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside Russia on the West Coast (USA ) Six months ago, has been recalled to 
his former post as spiritual leader of the church in Western Europe. The 
date of departure has not yet been set nor has a successor been named. 


* * * 


Dr. Henry P.. van Dusen, who is retiring as president of Union Theologi- 
cal Seminary, New York, on June 30, has been named by the seminary to a 
specially created travelling professorship. In his new post he will visit 
Christian churches around the world to promote world Christianity and serve 
as a contact with Union alumni, It also has been announced that the non- 
denominational seminary will name a new 12-storey, 4,000,000 residence 
building after Dr. van Dusen. The building is expected to be completed in 
October. Van Dusen Hall will be formally dedicated on commencement day, 
May 21. 


* * * 


Anglican and Free Church leaders in Bristol, iingland, have offered 
their services towards finding "e just solution" in a dispute over the 
refusal of the Bristol Omnibus Company to employ West Indians. Signers of 
the statement offering the aid included Dr. Oliver Tomkins, Anglican Bishop 
of Bristol; the Rev. Norman S. Moon, general secretary of the Bristol Free 
Chureh Council; and the Rev. Rupert Davies, acting chairman of the Bristol 
Coumcil of Uhristian ¢hurches.. 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic-sponsored "Intellectuals! Club" in Warsaw has opened 
a special centre for meetings, study, and information about the ecumenical 
movement. The centre's programme also includes a Bible study group which 
igebeings attended by Protestant and Orthodox churehmen. ‘This group 18 pre- 
paring an ecumenical catechism and plans to organize an ecumenical exhibition 
to be held in the Church of the Holy Cross in Warsaw. EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION : 


An announcement in the In Brief section of EPS, March 29, concerning 
the new Nes Ammim Christian Settlement in Israel, incorrectly identified 
Dr. Jacob Blum and Dr. R. Bakker as sponsors of the project. The sponsors, 
in addition to Dr. J.J. Pilon and Dr. Hans Bernard, whose names were given 
in the report, also include Mr. Jacob Bernath of Switzerland and Mr. Jd. 
Minnaar of the Netherlands. Mr. Bernath is president of the group. Dr. 
Blum and Dr. Bakker are not among the sponsors. 
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WACB HOLDS CONSTITUTING 
ASSEMBLY IN KENYA 


(Limuru ) - Some 70 Christian radio and television specialists from all over 
the world have voted to constitute the World Association for Christian 
Broadcasting (WACB), 


Tae Association will be "a working fellowship of churches, organiza- 
tions, agencios, and persons concerned with the use of radio and.television 
to proclaim the Christian Gospel in its relevance to the whole of life, and 
with the role of those media in society". 


iilected as chairman of the Association was Bishop Fridtjov?: S. Birkeli 
of Stavanger, of the Church of Norway. 


The new body, voted into being at its constituting assembly here, May 
4-9, is an outgrowth of the World Committee for Christian Broadcasting which 
was organized in 1953 as a loosely knit, informal group with most of its 
members coming from Rurope and the United States. The Association will have a 
broader international membership. 


Membership is opon to churches, agencies, and organizations and to 
individual Christians professionally interested in radio and television. 


Functions of the Association,as outlined in its constitution, are: to 
encourage relations betwoen persons working in the field, foster coordination 
of their work, and "stimulate Christian thinking in the use of mass media"; 
promote the exchange of information; promote and coordinate study and 
research; and assist in broadcasting training. 


To carry out these functions the assembly set up four permanent stand-— 
ing commissions to deal with inter-continental relations, training, member- 
ship, and the Association's publication, The Christian Broadcaster. 
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The Association will be governed by an assembly which will meet every 
five years, and by a central committee and smaller executive committee. 
The Central Committee named by the Assembly includes eight representatives 
from Africa, 7 from Asia, 1 from Europe, 3 each from Latin America and the 
Near East, and 10 from North America. Additional representatives from Africa, 
Asia, Latin America, and the Near Hast will be added later as the activities 
of the Association expand. 


In addition to Bishop Birkeli, the Assembly also named the following 
officers: vice-chairman, Mr. K.D. Bhasker, of Jabalpur, India, exeoutive:> 
secretary of the Christian Association for Radio and Audio-Visual Service in 
India; secretary, Mr. William Haddad, of Beirut, Lebanon, associate general 
director of the Radio Project of the Near Hast bari ge ee Council; and 
treasurer, the Rev. Frederick Wilson, New York, secretary for Mass Communica- 
tions Overseas of. the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. ie 


The Rev. Michael de. Vries, Geneva, associate director of the WACB in 
process of formation, was. invited by the Assembly to continue to serve as 
associate to the executive director and to hold administration responsibility 
until a full- time appointment is made to the post of executive director. 

Mr. de Vries is secretary for Broadcasting of the World Council of Churches. 
The Assembly expressed its gratitude to the WCC for making Mr. de Vries 
available. | BPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN CONVOCATIONS WELCOME 
REPORT ON UNION WITH M:iTHODISTS 


(London) - The report on recent Anglican-Methodist conversations recommend- 
ing eventual union of the two churches received a warm welcome from the 
Convocations of Canterbury and York in session here this week. (See EPS 
Nod) bi 


All four Houses unanimously approved a four-point resolution which 
recommends: 1. that the report be commended for study; 2. that the arch- 
bishops ‘invite the diocesan bishops to ascertain by the end of July, 1964, 
the opinion of the clergy and laity of their dioceses on its proposals; 

3. that the archbishops arrange for a joint committee of the two Convocations 
to receive replies from the dioceses and report to the sessions of May, 1965; 
and 4. that the archbishops communicate the contents of the report to the 
other Anglican metropolitans and to the authorities of the Old Catholic 
Church and invite their comments. 


_. The. Church Times commented that the deba tes were 'marked by the: een ands 
friendliness and were completely free from the acrimony which has sometimes 
characterized discussions of reunion schemes in recent years". 


The Guardian, speaking of discussions in se Convocation of Gen taemeats 
said that "the bishops and clergy showed by the restraintof their speeches 
that they were deeply conscious of their responsibility to ‘say nothing that 


“might worry or dismay the Methodist Church. 


An observer of the debate was Dr. Harold Roberts, of the Methodist 
Church, joint chairman of the conversations which had recommended union.. 
Te said later he had found the talks "most encouraging". EPS y Geneva 
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MISSION'S MAGAZINE OFFICIAL 
ARRESTED IN SOUTH AFRICA 


(Roodeport ) - Ernest Pheko, 29-year-old managing editor of a religious 
magazine Our Africa, whose offices are in Roodeport, appeared in the Magis- 
_trate's Court here on charges under the Suppression of Communism Act, 


He is alleged to have furthered the aims of a banned organization. 


The magazine is owned by the South African General Mission, an inter- 
national, inter-denominational missicn»whose missionaries are white and work 
among the African and Indian communities in South Africa. 


Mr. Pheko is also a member of the executive committee of the mission's 
African ltivangelical Church. EPS, Geneva 


TURKEY GRANTS PASSPORT 
TO KCUMENICAL PATRIARCH 


(Istanbul) .- Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, supreme head of Bastern 
Orthodoxy, has been granted a passport to attend the Mount Athos celebrations 
in Greece, an official of the Ecumenical Patriarchate said here. 


The announcement brought to an end a welter of charges and counter-_ 
charges in Greece and Turkey on reports that the Turkish government had 
. considered barring the patriarch!s visit. | 


According to the report here, the Turkish Interior Minister directed 
that passports be issued for the patriarch and for members of his staff. 
Patriarch Athenagoras was invited to attend the 1,000th anniversary celebra- 
tions at Mount Athos, Greek monastic community, in late May. 


The Orthodox Church in Greece has also invited the heads of all the 
Orthodox churches and a number of other ecclesiastical personalities to 
attend the celebrations which will be held, May 24-28. EPS, Geneva 


MARONITE LEADERS URGE LEBANON 
DEFENCE. PLAN IN "CRUCTAL SITUATION" 


(Beirut) - Lebanon's Maronite Rite episcopate has issued. a joint statement 
Calling upon all Lebanese to "close ranks for the defence .of the country's 
independence, freedom, and honour in the present crucial situation". 


Although they did not specify the reasons which prompted their state- 
ment the bishops were seen to be clearly alluding to the pan-Arab movement. 


The list of signatures was headed by that of Patriarch Peter Paul 
Meouchi of Antioch and All the Hast, spiritual leader of the world's 
800,000 Maronite Rite Catholics, living mostly in Lebanon. 


The Maronite Church, united with Rome, is the largest of Lebanon's 
Christian bodies which together form approximately half of the population. 
EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN LEADER WARNS AGAINST 
OVER-ZEALOUS MISSIONARIES IN ISRAEL 


(London) ~ Zeal without knowledge on the part of a few Christian missionaries 
is harming the cause in Israel today, according to Dr. H.J. Orr Ewing, chair- 
man of the General Committee of the Church!s Mission Among the Jews (Anglican). 
He spoke to the Society's annual meeting here, 


Choosing his words with care, Dr. Orr Ewing did not say who the over- 
zealous missionaries were, but said he was speaking of the opportunities 
presented to Hebrew Christians. In Teheran, for example, he said there 
were four hundred,Hebrew Christians. In one parochial. church council in 
Teheran he found that nine out of ten members were Hebrew Christians. 


"Tt is very important that these Hebrew Christians, with their know- 
ledge of the language and with their background, should get on with the 
evangelization of the Jews", he said. 


In a reference to those who showed more zeal than knowledge, he said 
that their work had had inevitable results on the Jewish people. "It is now 
more difficult to witness as Christians in Israel than.it was two years ago, 
and.-much more difficult than it.was twelve years ago." 


From the chair, the Ven. George Appleton, Archdeacon of London and Arch- 
bishop-designate of Perth, Western Australia, interposed a note of cauticn 
to the effect that those who had zeal without wisdom were only some of thcse 
in the mission field in Israel. (See EPS No. 16) HPS, Geneva 


BISHOP PIKE WARNS AGAINST 
' NSPRAKING IN TONGUES" 


(San Francisco, Cal.) -~ Protestant Episcopal Bishop James A. Pike of 
California has issued a pastoral letter here warning that the practice of 
"gpeaking in tongues" in the denomination has reached a point 'where Pt<is 
dangerous to the peace and unity of the church", 


He said that a number of Episcopal clergymen and hundreds of bpiscopal 
laymen have reported experiencing "speaking in tongues". Consequently, he 
said, he could no longer permit clergymen of other dioceses "to come to 
preach and speak in propagation of this movement". 


He suggested that. diocesan clergymen refrain from leading or taking 
part in gatherings designed to promote the phenomenon. 


Bishop Pike described "speaking in tongues" as an experience in which 
"the subject regards the Holy Spirit as speaking through him words of praise 
and prayer as he utters expressions in an unknown tongue or in a known 
language which the subject has not learned". EPS, Geneva 


KOREAN CHURCHES! TV PROGRAIIMES 
ATTRACTING 200,000 NIGHTLY 


(Seoul) - Christian television programming in Korea is attracting as many 
as 200,000 viewers a night, an announcement by the Korea National Christian 
Council (KNCC), which sponsors the programmes, said here. 


However, it said, thus far the programmes are reaching only persons in 
and around Seoul, as they are presented only on Seoul's government-controlled 
station, KBS-TV HLCK. It said plans are being developed for improving and 
expanding the programmes. 
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Korea is among the first non-Western countries in which the churches 
have undertaken large-scale work in this field, 


The Rev. James H. Moore, a Methodist missionary from the USA, a member 
of the Mass Communications Committee of the KNCC, said that the purpose of 
the programmes is both to attract the non-Christians and to strengthen the 
believers, but that "our chief target audience is the non-Christian Pamatiy is 

HPS, Geneva 


UNION DECISIONS HELD APTFECTING 
BRITISH CHRISTIANS FOR GONGRATIONS 


(Liverpool ) ~ Decisions on church union proposals in the next two or three 
years will affect English Christianity for generations to come, the Rev. 
John Huxtable, chairman of the Congregational Union of England and Wales, 
declared here, 


Addressing the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of England, 
he referred specifically to the plan for union between the Church of England 
(Anglican) and the Methodist Chu~ch, 


Voicing particular concern over future relations between the Methodist 
Church and the other British Free Churches, Mr. Huxtable said: "Whatever 
decisions they reach must be left to these two bodies, but it is perfect- 
Pyecicer thet whe results should.not be Lleftoto them..It is not merely 
their. business: it ds. ours. as’ well. 


MWe must hope for one thing - that neither at stage one nor stage two 
of the envisaged union will there be any lessening of the fellowship between 
the Methodist Church and the other Free Churches." 


* * * 


Dr. John Marsh, chairman. of the Congregational Union of England and 
Wales, told the Union's annual Assembly meeting in London that the Congre- 
gationalistsshould be included in the proposed union of the Church of 
ingland and the Methodist Church. EPS, Geneva 


ENGLISH PRESBYTERIANS MOVE TO RENEW 
UNION TALKS WITH CONGREGATTONALISTS 


(Liverpool ) - The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church meeting here 
has agreed that it is time to give further consideration to the possibility 
of union with the Congregational Union of Hngland and Wales. The two 
churches have been in "covenant relationship" since 1951, The Presbyterian 
Church has Ths LOO communicants. Tho Congregational Union has some 215,000 


The Assembly resolved to ask the Congregational Union "whether in its 
view the time is now opportune for a resumption of conversations concerning 
tiie WOses bal Viy Of Tan Ons als” 


The covenant relationship agreed to in 1951 pledged the two churches 
to: cooperate as much as possible in such fields as youth work, theological 
education, etc. The two churches also have an inter-communion agreement, 

BPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICAN SYNOD 
APPROVES MIXED SERVICES 


(Praetoria) 4 Mixed services - those attended by whites and non-whites - 
have been approved in principle by the Northern Transvaal Synod of the 
Ned. Gereformeerde Kerk (Dutch Reformed Church) meeting here. 


The decision acknowledges that it is in accordance with the spirit of 
the Scriptures to make provision for visitors from any other church to. join 
in worship with congregations of the church. 


The synod adopted a report dealing with mixed worship. In terms of the 
decision a non-white would not be barred from attending a service in a white 
congregation. 


The report, however, says that "daughter churches" should be establish- 
ed for the sake of effective work among members with different languages, 
cultures, and standards of civilization. Such action, it said, would be in 
all respects in accord with the Scriptures. EPS, Geneva 


COMMISSION COMPLETES PLANS FOR 
EUROPEAN MIGRATION CONFLURENCE NEXT MONTH 


(Athens ) ~The Preparatory Commission appointed by the World Council of 
Churches to prepare for a European conference on the problems of migrant 
workers, to be held at Arnoldshain, West Germany, June 10-15, 1963, has now 
completed its arrangements after five days! intensive work in Athens. 


For the past six months the members of the commission, drawn from 
churches and church organizations in Britain, France, Germany, Greece, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden, and Switzerland, have been preparing work- 
ing papers for the conference which will bring together some 80 delegates, 
consultants, and observers from Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox churches 
of 12 Buropean countries and the United Kingdom. | 


These working papers and the agenda for the conference were given their 
final shape during the Athens meeting. 


Professor André Philip, of the University of Paris, a former French 
cabinet minister, who will chair the conference, has been conducting major 
researches into the present mass movement of workers from southern lurope 
into western Burope. These workers now constitute an indispensable part 
of the labour force of Germany, Switzerland, and other countries. 


Other streams of migrant workers from Africa and the Caribbean have 
been flowing into France and the UK. 


Speakers will set out the facts and attempt to forecast future develop- 
ments so that the churches in both the countries of emigration and immigra- 
tion may understand the opportunities and challenges of these massive 
movements. 


Two Roman Catholic observers are expected to attend the meetings, and 
there will be consultants from Australia, Canada, and the USA (countries 
which receive substantial numbers of migrants from Wurove), and from the 
Buropean Economic Community, the International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions, the International Employers! Federation, the Lutheran “jorld Federa- 
tion, World Alliance of YMCAs, and ‘orld YWCA. 
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During the meetings, the delegates will visit a factory where thousands 
of migrant workers are employed. They will talk to migrants and visit the 
hostels where they are housed so that they can gain an insight into some of 
their problems and what the churches can do and are doing to meet then, 


Panel discussions will be held, documentary films about migrant workers 
will be shown, and an exhibition of photographs will be displayed. 


Questions which will be explored at the meeting include: governments 
and the human dignity of migrant workers; family problems; the impact of 
migrant workers on the life of the ohana se and the ministry of the 
churches to migrant workers locally, nationally, and internationally. 


The Greek Orthodox Church has acted as host to the Preparatory Commis- 
Sion and has shared in its work. The Archbishop of Athens gave a reception 
for the members and spoke of his.interest in, and lively appreciation of, 
the ecumenical efforts of the churches to help migrant workers. EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY CRITICLTZES 
CONTROVERSIAL BEST-SHLLER 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury has strongly criticized the contro- 
_versial new best-seller, "Honest to God", in which the Anglican Bishop 3f 
Woolwich, Dr. John Robinson, challenges the traditional image of God. 


In his presidential address to the Convocation of Canterbury, the arch- 
bishop said that while he spoke with reluctance, he had an obligation not to 
allow the position of the Church to be obscured and to prevent the epEgedine 
of serious misconceptions fostered by the book, 


He said the book "appears to reject the conception of a personal God 
as expressed in the Bible and the Creed" and that it has caused "a public 
sensation" and done "much damage". 


He added that "the considerable liberty of thought which we enjoy as 
a church carries with it certain obligations of considerations and restraint. 
Unless these oblig gations are respected, hurt of various kinds is liable ts 
arise." 


Dr. Robinson in a statement issued a feu hours after the archbishop 
had delivered his rebuke said that some of the archbishop's statements 
Leper to me to misrepresent what I believe". 


" He said the intention of the book was a missionary one and that "its 
whole argument depends on the fact that I am trying to help those who are 
on the fringes of the faith or quite outside it. This concern determines 
almost every line of what I wrote." 


He emphatically rejected the archbishop's contention that the book 
argues for a non-personal God or rejects the biblical. faith. 


"T affirm in my book as strongly as I can the utterly personal charac- 
ter of God. ‘. .I ‘wholly accept the doctrine of God revealed in the New 
Testament and enshrined in the Creeds. My sole concern is to question 
whether the doctrine must necessarily be expressed in certain images and 
categories which might have the effect for many in our generation of making 
it unreal.'!! 
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Controversy has surrounded the book ever since it was first” biota tink 
a few months ago by the Student Christian Movement Press. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury recently published a reply to the book, 


titled "Image Old and New'', in which he described Dr. Robinson's Rhee oes 


as misleading, ihonneseeenn and insufficient. He also made similar 
charges on a recent television programme, EPS, Geneva 


GEYSER HEARING 
ADJOURNED FOR TALK 


(Praetoria) - The hearings on an appcal of Professor Albert Geyser against 
a heresy conviction took a dramatic turn last week when the counsel for 

the Nederduits Hervormde Kerk unexpectedly asked for an adjournment so that 
the matter "could be discussed in a brotherly fashion". (See EPS No. 17) 


This came soon after Prof. Geyser had gone into the witness box and 
had said that he accepted all the Articles of Faith of the church. 


Mr. Justice Ludorf commented that nothing would please him more than 
that the parties should, as Christians, join together for the glory of 
their church. «. 


Prof. Geyser is applying for a setting aside of eer by the church 
last year which found him guilty of heresy. 


“Observers see the trial as a challenge to the church's apartheid laws. 
Prof. Geyser's counsel told the npening session of the hearing that the 
crux of the dispute lay in the differences between his client's and the 
church!s views of race relations. Prof. Geyser has been an outstandingly 
vigorous foe of racial segregation. EPS, Geneva 


NEW CaTHOLICOS OF 
ARMENIAN SE OF CILICIA 


(Beirut) - Archbishop Khoran Paroyan has been consecrated as the new 
Catholicos of the Armenian Se. of Cilicia at a ceremony in Antelias,. - 
Lebanon. He succeeds Catholicos Zareh I who died in February. 


The new Catholicos was born in Cyprus in 1914. He was ordained to 
the priesthood in 1937. He was consecrated as bishop in 1947 and named to 
the Lebanon See in 1952. EPS, Geneva 


TANGANYIKA CHURCHES LAUNCH 
RAPID SOCIAL CHANGE STUDY 


(Dar-es-Salaam) - Thirty church leadors and laymen representing all the 
major Christian denominations of Tanganyika met here, May 6=-13,. for-s 
consultation on "The Christian Contribution to a Dynamic Society in Tangan- 
yika'!. The meeting was the first of six consultations to be held this year 
under the auspices of .the Christian Council of Tanganyika in connection 
with its study programme on problems of rapid social change. 
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The consultation dealt with the theological and wiblical basis for 
Christian responsibility in a changing society and the churches! partici- 
pation in the development of a national policy for social and economic 
growth. Later consultations will deal with specific problems including: 
the role of women in church, family, and society; the problems of youth 
in.a changing society; the witness of the Church in the midst of rural 
development; and the structure of the Church and its life in view of social 
change. 


Reports from the consultations will be circulated for study and then 
submitted to a national conference to be held in 1964. 


The report of the first consultation emphasizes that Christians must 
be. prepared to meet the challenge of far reaching changes in Tanganyikan 
life. Calling attentien to the change from colonial to national govern- 
ment, it declares: "There has been a sudden awareness of peoples! rights 
Mer peo ce coils that they Have no. only thevabi lity, but also. the richt oto 
. Speak and to act. . .There has been a sudden change of. attitude toward 
races. It is now an honour to be African rather than.European. Five years 
ago the reverse was true. . ,There has been a sudden feeling for other 
African people, particularly those still under colonial yoke. . ." 


Referring to the official government policy of building Ujamaa (Afri- 
can Socialism), the report says that while the "concept has not been fully 
defined in terms of an explicit economic and social system, it points to a 
society in which the State claims the right to have a say in all aspects 
efenational life atiell. levela.. As it appears in’ its not. yet fully defined 
form this concept of Ujamaa has many aspects which are in keeping with 
Christian teaching regarding the relation of man to man and man to his 
society. .. The Church must give wholehearted support to the working out 
of this challenging, new undertaking in the field of national development." 


Four official observers from the.Roman Catholic Church in Tanganyika 
attended the consultation. 


The daily Bible studies were led by the Rev. A. Adegbola, principal 
of the Emmanuel Theological Seminary, Nigeria. BPS, Geneva 


11 CHAPELS OPENED DURING YEAR, 
FIVE CLOSED, SPANISH COUNCIL TOLD 


(Madrid ) - During the past year the Spanish government approved the opening 
of eleven Protestant chapels, closed five others, and refused permission to 
open three more. 


The Rev. José Cardona, of the Spanish Baptist Church, reported the. 
figures: to thesannual méeting of the Evangelical Council’ for Spain, held 
here, May 8 and 9. He is secretary of the Council's Committec on the 
Defence of Religious Liberties. He said the government also had granted 
permission for the printing of nine publications by Protestant churches or 
agencies. 


The Council is an organization of Spanish churchos and some 20 related 
agencies. 


Reeelected as chairman for another year was Sir Konncoth Grubb, of tho 
British and Foreign Bible Society, one of tho Council's membor agencies. 
The Rev. Humberto Capo, of Palma, Majorca, was re-clected as vice-chairman, 

EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND REPORT DENOUNCES 
ROMAN CATHOLIC MIXED MARRIAGH RULES 


(Glasgow). - The Church of Scotland!s church. and nation committee has asked 
the government to.urge the Vatican to withdraw its decree concerning mixed 
marriages. 


It said the decree has been a cause of brceken homes and vembittered 
relations between the Roman Catholic Church and others". 


It called the problem "a matter of urgent concern to all who call 
themselves Christians’ or are concerned for the sanctity of the home, A 
decree of any church with such results cannot escape unqualified moral 
condemnation", it declared. 


Another scotion of the report condemned the practices of the Church 
of Josus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormon). It* said the Mormon mission- 
aries use an "insidious approach" to youth, offering them "what is roman- 
tically American, taking them free to football games, organizing American 
baseball teams", and playing on Nyouthful interest in what is free, what is 
bizarro, what is novel". 


The Mormon heresy, it says, arises from the claim that the "Book of 
Mormon" is equal in authority with the Bible. HPS, Geneva 


HUNGARY RELEASES FIVE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS 


(Budapest) - Five Roman Catholic bishops in Hungary have been released 
after several years! house arrest. Four more are believed to be still 
under house arrest. 


Those released were identified as: Bertalan Badalik of Veszprem; 
Jossef Peteri of Vac; Mihaly Endrey, Suitfragan Bishop of Eger; Janos 
Bard, Suffragan of Kalocsa; and Imre Szabo of Hugyal. EPS, Geneva 


- IN BRIEF 


Relations betweon the Lutheran Church in Slovakia and the State are 
"zood" and "cooperative", Dr. Jan Michalko, ono of the.church's: leading: 
theologians told a recent study conference in Innsbruck, Austria, He said 
the church has 430,000 members. and 385 pastcrs, and ee 600 ea 
are empty. He said church services arc well attended. 


* * 7 
Pope John XXIII has announced he will devote his “930, ee Balzan 
prize awardod last RAG D) to a perpetual fund for peace. 


* * * 


President Sukarno of Indonesia has told an audience of some 5,000 
persons at Merauke, on the southern coast of West Irian, that Indonesian 
authorities who have assumed responsibility for the area will respect 
their religious practices and that no pressure will be put on them to 
embrace the Muslim faith. 
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The Gereformeerde Kerk, one of the Dutch Reformed Churches in the 
Republic of South Africa, has issued an urgent appeal for speedy short-term 
relief for starving Africans in Vandaland, Northern Transvaal. The appeal 
followed a special survey by the church which showed that many mothers and 
children could only have three meals weekly, mostly maize porridge without 
meat or vegetables. Pellagra and kwashiorkor, diseases caused by vitamin 
deficiency, are now rife in the area, the report said. 


* * * 


The Liturgical Commission of the Second Vatican Council has completed 
its. work and all amendments to the Constitution on Sacred Liturgy are now 
ready for an immediate vote when the Council Fathers return to Rome next 
September, it has been announced at a press conference in Rome by Archbishop 
Paul J. Hallinan of Atlanta, Georgia, USA. Archbishop Hallinan is a member 
of the Liturgical Commission which has been holding daily sessions here 
since April 23, and heads the important sub-commission on the Sacraments. 


*K 2% * 


Protestant and Roman Catholic churches throughout Bast Africa will hold 
special days of prayer asking guidance for Kenya through its transition to 
internal self-government, which will be achieved on June l. 


* * * 


The Ecumenical Youth Board in the Netherlands - on which practically 
all Protestant churches are represented and with which the Roman Catholic 
Youth Board cooperates = will hold a joint ecumenical youth congress, 
September 28, in Utrecht. The theme of the congress will be "Five Loaves 
and Two Fishes". 


* *K * 


. Duke University, a Methodist school in Durham, North Carolina, USA, 
has announced acceptance of its first Negro undergraduate students. It said 
five Negro students will be among the incoming freshman class next September. 
Duke admitted three Negro graduate students in 1961-62, and during the 
current academic year there were nine enrolled for the first semester and 
six for the second semester. Figures on the number of Negro graduate 
students next year are not available. 


* * * 


A substantial increase in the number of national clergy is one cf the 
encouraging signs of church life in Burma, the Rev. A.T. Houghton, general 
secretary of the Bible Churchmen's Missionary Society (Anglican), told 
supporters of the Society at their annual meeting in Church House, \West- 
minster, England, last week. He said these clergy were being trained in 
the Society's college at Mohnyin. 


* * * 


- Five autonomous Disciples of Christ state agencies, including a Negro 
body, were merged into the Texas Association of Christian Churches to stream- 
line denominational work in Texas. The merger was approved by some 800 
delegates at the annual meeting of the Texas Convention of Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ), one of the five agencies. Others were the Texas. 
Board of Christian Churches, Texas Christian Missionary Convention (Negro), 
Texas Christian Missionary Society,Permanent Fund, and Texas Christian 


Women's Fellowship. 
* * * 
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The Sheffield (England) district synod of the Methodist Church has 
gent to the National Coal Board a resolution asking for a "crash" programme 
to house miners and their families moving to the Yorkshire coalfields from 
Scotland and County Durham. 


* * * 


Negro Evangelicals in the USA have formed the National Negro Evangeli- 
cal Association in a move to promote the witness of their race. ''We do not 
see this as being in competition with the National Association of Evangeli- 
cals (NAE) or any other group", Dr. Howard 0. Jones, an associate of 
evangelist Billy Graham, announced. Dr. Jones, currently a missionary in 
Liberia, was named one of eight directors of the new organization. 


Pane ec 
The first German-speaking Swiss Kirchentag will be held in Basel, 


October 4-6, 1963. Its theme will be "Hope for Our Future". Two previous 
Kirchentags have taken place in the French-speaking part of Switzerland, at 


Tramelan in 1960, and at Lausanne in 1962, 


¥ * * 


Christians in India number about 10,500,000 of its 440,000,000 popula- 
tion, according to new census figures announced by the Deputy Home Minister. 
Of this total Roman Catholic sources claim 6,282,409 or almost 60 per cent. 
The figures for other groups are Muslims 46,911,731, and Hindus 366,162,693, 


* * * 


The Evangelical Churches (Landeskirchen) and the Free Churches in 
Germany will observe the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, May 26-June 2, 
with the theme "He is Our Peace", For the first time this year, in response 
to requests from many congregations, a special collection ~ will be taken 
at the services to aid ecumenical work. This year's offerings will go to 
the Bast Asia Christian Conference and the new All Africa Conference of 


’ Churches, founded April 20, in Kampala, Uganda. Most Protestant, Anglican, 


and Orthodox churches observe the Week, which is sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches from January 18-25. However, the German churches 
decided some years ago to mark it just before Whitsun because the Evangeli- 
cal Alliance sponsors its own Week of Prayer during the first full week in 
January. 


* * * 


Australian Christians of all confessions - Protestant, Orthodox, and 
Roman Catholic - will observe the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity from 
May 23 to June 2 this year. The date was chosen because the week in 
January is not a "suitable time for such an observance in Australia". 


* * * 


A Spanish version of the prize-winning film, "Question Seven", dealing 
with the problems of a divided Germany, has now been issued. Two versions 
are available - one with synchronized sound, and the other with Spanish 
sub-titles. Both versions are intended primarily for South America where 
they will be distributed under the title "La Muralla Invisible" (The 
Invisible Wall). 

a ee 
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Tho Rumanian writer Virgil Gheorghiu, author of best-sellers including 
"The 25th Hour", "The Second Chanco", and "The Man Who Travelled Alone", 
will be ordained, May 243, in Paris as a priest of the Orthodox Church. The 
son of an Ortnodox priest, he was at one time secretary to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Rumania. He left his country in 1948 for political 
reasons and has been living in western Hurope ever since. He is currently 
working on a‘ ‘book on Luther's life. 


* * * 


"Hducation for international understanding" and "tho Christian concern 
for uncommitted youth" were topics discussed by Roman Catholic and Protest- 
ant youth leaders last week in Geneva. They met for the regular session of 
the Viorld Christian Youth Commission. The Commission represents the \World 
Alliance of YMCAs, the World YWCA, the World Council of Churches! Youth 
Department, the Jorld Student Christian Federation, and the World Council 
of Christian Education. The Roman Catholic leadors represented the Young 
Christian Workers and the World Federation of Catholic Young Women and 
Girls. Participants agreed that the joint conversations had been helpful 
and that similar meetings should be held in the future, 


CA RCAy eta * 


A new series titled "Theology for the Non-Theologian - the ABC of 
Protestant Thought" is being broadcast by the South German Broadcasting 
Company (Stiddeutscher Rundfunk). The programmes discuss various themes 
such as "communion" and "miracles" in laymen!s language. A number of 
prominent Evangelical theologians and pastors have cooperated in organiz- 
ing the series, which is divided into four periods of three and a half 
months each. It is scheduled to run through mid-1965. 


* * * 


American Bible Society distribution of Scriptures arcund the world 
reached a new high in 1962 with the circulation of 41,509,821 copies of 
Bibles, Testaments, and solections in 299 languages and dialects. The 
total was 7,326,797 more than the distribution total in 1961, one of the 
most substantial increases in several years. EPS, Geneva 
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PROF. GEYSER WINS RUVERSAL: 
HeRESY CHARGES ARE DROPPED 


(Pretoria, south Africa) - Professor Albert Geyser, 45, a Dutch Reformed 
Church (Nederduits Hervormde Kerk) minister who was found guilty of heresy 
and unfrocked by a church commission a year ago, has been reinstated as a 
clergyman. (See EPS No. 17) 


The announcemens came as the Pretoria Supreme Court prepared to resume 
hearings on Prof. Geyser's appeal against the decision of a commission cf 
the church, which cn May 8, 1962, had convicted him of teaching doctrines 
that amounted to a denial sf Christ's divinity. 


A commission spokesman told the court that its interpretation of his 


views had been mistaken and unintentional 


The reversal cf the verdict was reported in a joint statement by the 
commission and Prof. Geyser. The statement said that a "brotherly discuss- 
ion" had taken place and that Prof. Geyser had stated his belief in the 
articles of faith of the Dutch Refcrmed Church. 


In the terms of settlement the commission. “ina spimat of Christian 
brotherliness", has agreed to pay all legal costs of Prof. Geyser's 
application. 


At present occupying the chair of divinity at the predominantly inglish 
University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, Prof. Geyser taught theology 
at the strongly Afrikaans University of Pretoria when he was charged with 
heresy. His trial lasted six months and after his conviction he resigned 
from the university here. 
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ROMAN CATHOLICS AND PiiOTESTANTS 
IN USA TO CCOPERATE IN CUBAN REFUGSE AID 


(New York) - Protestants and Catholics in the United States will cooperate 
nationally in placing Cuban refugees in homes and jcbs. 


The agreement followed several conferences petween officials of Catholic 
Relief Services, and Church World Service (cws), the relief agency of the 
Protestant and Orthodox churoshes. 


Inherent in the agreement, said the Rev. John W. Schauer, of CWS, is 
the understanding that Protestants will assume responsibility for the refugees! 
initial welfare but "will not intrude in any way with regard to the religious 
beliefs and practices" of the Cubans, who are predominantly Roman Catholic. 


Mr. Schauer also said that the joint action agreement providés that 
Church World Service will inform Catholic Relief Services upon arrival of 
the individual. refugee or family at their resettlement destination so that 
the Catholic. diocesan autherities can notify the local. Catholic priest. 


He said the agreement grew sut of Church World Service's large backlog 
of home and job placement »%pportunities in various parts of the.country. He 
noted that there are "very few resettleable Protestarit Cubans who have not 
as yet been given & home and job opportunity", and that "we would.like to 
make the’samé dpportunities available to refugees who are registered. in 
Miami with Catholic Relief Services". 


‘ The mass exodus of Cubans into the Miami, Florida, area reached a total 

of 161, 941 at the end of March this year. Of that number, some 60,000 have 
been eT 18 through a variety of emergency nl committees, moe (By 
and relatives and individual initiative. 


Mr. Schauer revorted that the Protestant relief activity has resettled 
almost 11,000 of the 13,103 Cubans who applied for assistance. The Catholic 
caseload, because of the predominance of that faith among the refugees,:has 
totalled néarly 110,000 refugees; with some 35,000 ay resettled: in other 
parts of the Sanaa) co EPS, Geneva 


WOC AND LWF REPRUSENTATIVES 
TO ATTEND ORTHODOX CEREMONY 


(Geneva) -. The World Cour.cil of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation 

have accepted invitations to send representatives, to Orthodox observances 

at Mount Athos, Greece, marking the dis 000th agheays og h of “Lts aay 
monastery. 


(The dates of the MECN A of orginally scheduled May 25- OT, have been 
changed to June 22-25 because of an emergency appendectomy performed.on King 
Paul ef Greece last week. The King is reported to be in good condition 
following the operation and is expected to take part.in the observances, ) 


Representatives of the WCC and LiF will include: Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, New York, president of the LWF and chairman of the WCC's Central 
Committee; Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen, Geneva, IWF executive gio te PAS 
and Dr. W.A. Visser !% Hooft, Geneva, | ee ‘general secretary. 


Among others expected at the celebration are Joumenical Patriarch Athena~ 
goras of Istanbul; Archbishop Iakovos of New York, head of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America, Archbishop Wicodim of Moscow, head 
of the Russian Orthodox Church's Foreign Affairs Department; Archbishop 
Chrysostom of Athens, head of the Greek Orthodex Church; and other Orthodox 
leaders from various parts of the world. - EPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTANT BISHOP SEES HASING 
OF CURBS IN SPAIN 


(Madrid) - A Protestant spokesman here has acknowledged that there has been 
"a certain improvement" in religious freedom in Spain, 


However, the spokesman, Santos Milina Zurita, Bishop of the Spanish 
Episcopal Reformed Church, said that thus far the non-Catholic churches had 
not been consulted on a proposed measure aimed at giving wider rights to 
Spanish Protestants. 


He disclosed that representatives of Prctestant groups had discussed 
the government's draft in a recent meeting without official information as 
to its text. He said Protestants generally believe that they will not be 

formally consulted before the proposed measure becomes law. 


The measure is at present being negotiated between the government and 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy. Its proposals are reported to have been 
approved in principle by the Vatican. EPS, Geneva 


SPAIN HELD "NOT PREPARED" 
FOR FULL RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Madrid) - Roman Catholic Bishop Pedro Cantero Cuadrado of Huelva declared 
here that Spain was not prepared, socially or psychologically, for the 
introduction of religious liberty "on a scale common in other countries". 


He said the special privileges enjoyed by the Catholic Church in this 
country have resulted in Spain's historic traditions and served as "a 
guarantee against internal strife". 


At the same time, however, he stated that although the Catholic Church 
enjoys a preferred position, "this is not in any way offensive to other 
religions", 


The bishop's remarks created particular interest in view of the proposal 
of a new law which wouldloosenrestrictions against Protestants. 


It was recalled that Bishop Cantero had declared previously that the 
new legislation would be "perfectly compatible" with the "Catholic unity of 
Spain and the confessional character of the Spanish state". (See EPS: No.10) 

EPS, Geneva 


UNITED PRESBYTERIANS BACK CONTINUED 
PARTICIPATION IN CHURCH UNION TALKS 


(Des Moines, Iowa) - The 175th General Assembly of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA has authorized continued participation of the church in 
the Consultation on Church Union. : 


The Consultation, comprising six denominations, was set up in 1962 to 
"explore the establishment of a united church, truly catholic, truly reformed, 
and truly evangelical". 


Originally made up of representatives of the United Presbyterian, Metho- 
dist, and Protestant Episcopal Churches, and the United Church of Christ, the 
Consultation this year was joined by representatives of the International 
Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples),and the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church. , EPS, Geneva 
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TRANSFER OF ORTHODOX PRELATE 
REPORTED TEMPORARILY REVOKED 


(New York) - A decision to transfer Archbishop John, acting head of the 
Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia on the West Coast of the USA, has 


been temporarily revoked, a spokesman for the church said here. (See EPS 
No. 17) | Pi | 


Archpriest George Grabbe said church officials had decided to continue 
the prelate for another six months as head of the church in the San Francisco 
area. His permanent status will be decided later, he added. 


This was disclosed after members of the church on the West Coast appeal- 
ed to church authorities to restore Archbishop John to the post. He had been 
recalled to his former position as spiritual leader of the group in ‘/estern 
burope. EPS, Geneva 


INDIGENOUS AFRICAN CHURCH 
ADVOCATED BY COMMISSION 


(Indianapolis, Ind.) - Greater cooperation among Protestant missionaries in 
Africa in developing an indigenous African church, rather than denominational 
congregations or institutions, was urged by a Disciples of Christ mission 
study commission here. 


The study said that overseas missionaries must increase efforts to make 
the African church fully self-supporting and self-governing as speedily as 
the training of native leaders permits. sect 


The study was made by a five-member commission of the chureh which 
visited 16 major mission centres, most of them in the Congo, last year. 
. : EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN COUNCIL LITURGICAL 
PRINCIPLES CALLED "REVOLUTIONARY" 


(Geneva) ~ A Lutheran World Federation official said here that the liturgi- 
cal principles enunciated at the opening session of the Second Vatican 
Council could "constitute the charter for the reversal of the major liturgi- 
cal trends of perhaps as much as the last 1,500 years". 


Dr. George A. Lindbeck, writing in the current issue of the LWF's 
quarterly publication, Lutheran World, said the principles would revolution- 
ize Roman Catholic worship within a generation if they make thers full. 
impact in actual practice. 


Dr. Lindbeck, an American who was one of the two Federation observers 
at the first session, described the now approved first chapter offiethect® 
Council's schema on liturgy as "an excellent piece of work, fundamentally 
evangelical in character". : 


It "creates the possibility that within decades, if the bishops and the 
Holy See so desire", he said, "not only will the use of the vernacular, 
communion in two kinds, and liturgical, decentralization progress far beyond 
anything which is concretely proposed in. the later chapters of the schema, 
but also changes will be made.in the wording and structure of the Mass it- 
self, including the canon. ae" 


"This may not happen, but it is clear that something like this would be 
the logical outcome of the liturgical position of this first chapter." 
EPS, Geneva 
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DEVELOPING RELATIONSHIPS 
BET VEEN PACIFIC CHURCHES 


(Honaira, British Solomon Islands) - Reports of progress in the development 
of friendly relationships between Pacific churches were received at a meet- 
ing of the Continuation Committee of the Conference of Pacific Churches at 

Honaira, in the British Solomon Islands. 


Committee members cited as evidence the progress towards establishment 
of a United Theological College on Fiji and increasing contact between local 
churches in the Pacific. 


The committee emphasized the need for more youth work in the area and 
plans to hold two regional conferences on youth problems - at Fiji and New 
Guinea. | 


Bible studies during the meeting were led by the Rev. R.K. Orchard, of 
the World Council of Churches! Commission on World Mission and uvangelism. 


Following discussion on the strengthening of the bonds of the Christian 
family it was decided to invite Mrs. F. Nata'afa, of Western Samoa, a member 
of the committee, to visit a number of churches to give guidance on this 
matter during 1964. 


Nearly all reports before the committee stressed the need for Christian 
leaders and church members to study closely the changing patterns of life in 
the. Pacific. 


"The Church!s life must be kept abreast of developments in social, 
economic, and political affairs", the Rev. Father Leonard Alafurai' said. 


He said that too often Pacific Christians thought of evangelism as a 
matter concerning heathen bush people. In fact, the challenge now came from 
the towns and mining communities and even rural areas. 


_. The committee secretary, Pastor Vavae Toma, will visit the Gilbert and 
Ellice Islands, Cook Islands, and possibly Tonga during 1963. 


A proposed constitution for a more permanent and vigorous relationship 
between the Pacific churches will be submitted to the churches for discus= 
sion and comment. 


The next meeting, at which the proposed constitution and the next 
assembly of the Conference of Pacific Churches will be discussed, will be 
held in New Guinea at the invitation of the Lutheran Church of New Guinea. 

EPS, Geneva 


MGR. ANTOINE APPOINTED 

EXARCH .OF WESTERN EUROPE 

(Moscow) - It has been announced here that His Holiness Patriarch Alexis of 
the Russian Orthodox Church has acoepted the resignation of Mgr. Nicolas as 
Exarch of Western Europe. He will be succeeded by Mgr. Antoine, Archbishop 
of Sourouge. 


The Patriarchate also announced that it has decided to form a diocese 


including Great Britain and Ireland which will be part of the Exarchy of 
Western Burope. EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN ASSEMBLY DECLARES 
OPPOSITION TO CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


(Perth, Australia) - The General Assembly. of the Presbyterian Church in 
Western Australia, has declared its opposition to capital punishment and 
requested the State government to legislate for its abolition. 


This action was taken after the Assembly received a detailed report 
from its Public Questions Committee. 


In - other sessions the Assembly: 


Approved a report on advertising which condemned as immoral the use of 
misleading or untruthful statements in advertising and pressed for an investi- 
gation into possible ways of legislating against undesirable practices; 


Accepted a statement which calls the nations of the world "to a policy 
of total disarmament, not because of the fear of mass destruction, nor for 
the convenience of any political prthoipte’s but because it is the undeniable: 
intention of God for all humanity"; »: 


Requested the Australian Federal government to "investigate the claims 
of leaders of science that the testing and use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear 
devices could adversely affect generations yet unborn"; 


Directed its Youth Council to ensure that only unfermented grape-juice 
shall be used at all youth conferences for the administration of Holy 
Communion. This action came after heated debate in which opponents raised 
the question of the right of the Assembly to direct one of its Councils as 
to the elements to be usec, EPS, Geneva- 


DUTCH BAPTISTS VOTE TO END 
WORLD COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP 


(Amsterdam) - The Nétherlands Baptist Union has voted to withdraw from member- 
ship of the World Council of Churches. 


The action Was. passed by a slim majority. at the church's annual meeting 
last week. 


It said that in the future the church would send only observers to WCC 
meetings. 


‘The decision contradicted tne recommendation. of a special. five-man 
commission which had voted four to one to continue membership. (See EPS 
No. 13) 


The announcement said the decision to withdraw was taken because of 
alleged "negative tendencies" in the World Council. It said these included 
"the imperalism of national churches, rapprochement with the Roman Catholic 
Church, the danger of Marxist infiltration, ecumenical impatience, and a 
the Sticky. which makes everything relative". . EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES MUST REGARD ONE ANOTHER 
AS WQUALS, WPA EUROPE GROUP SAYS 


(Debrecen, Hungary ) -~ The Huropean Area Committee of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance meeting. here said that "genuine ecumenism" means that "all churches 
should regard one another as equals in the presence of Jesus Christ, and in 
this spirit test whether their certainties are really in conformity with 
Holy Scripture, 


"In particular", the Committee said, "it is important that in the pre- 
sent dialogue with other churches the doctrines of the ord of God, and of 
the sovereignty of Christ should be carefully defined as well as the right 
of every human being to religious liberty and freedom of conscience, in 
every country, in every city, in every family." 


ah Representatives of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches from several 
buropean countries took part in the four-day sessions. Chairman was the Rev. 
Pierre Bourguet, president of the National Council of the Reformed Church in 
France. 


The statement dealing with Protestant dialogue with the Roman Catholic 
Church "after four hundred years" also called for Protestant churches to be 
willing to engage in "other dialogues in the world. ; 


"For the Protestant churches must be at the service of all men, gladly 
welcoming without exception or reservation, all who come to them in order to 
become: seekers with them and perhaps to associate themselves with their — 
life", it said. "They will nevertheless be careful never to encourage hasty 
commitments due to fortuitous: circumstances", it added. iPS, Geneva 


BRAZILIAN BISHOPS! SUPPORT OF 
AGRARIAN REFORM CREATES STIR 


(Rio de Janeiro) -~ A recent statement cf the Brazilian Roman Catholic hier- 
archy - termed "sensational" by critics and supporters alike - has given 
fresh impetus to a nation-wide debate over the issue of agrarian reform 
through division of large rural properties and distribution of the land 


‘among landless peasants. 


The bishops not only advocated the reform, but even defended the ex- 
propriation of lands without immediate indemnity in cash, though with full 
guarantees to the owners against spoliation. 


"We do not believe", they said, “that the right of property would be 
violated if indemnity were paid in full or partially in money or government 
bonds, ah & these bonds constituted adequate compensation through a revaloriza- 
tion clause, yield of revenue and the pos ocean to use them for settle- 
ments of debts." 


This has been the controversial. point in current political debates over 
land reform, 


"No one is allowed to ignore the predicament of millions of our brothers 
in the countryside, who do not partake of the benefits of: development, who. 
live in conditions of misery which defy human dignity", the bishops said. 


We know that land property alone will. not resolve the problem entirely, 
but we deem it necessary for the implementation of the natural human right 
of property, as expressed in the encyclical, Pacem in Terris, to be achieved 


according to the particular conditions prevailing in each region." 
EPS, Geneva 
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CONSULTATION EMPHASIZES VIEW OF 
CONGREGATION AS LAY TRAINING CENTRE 


(Geneva) - The understanding that "every congregation is a lay training 
centre" and that “every pastor is a director of lay training"'was the major 
emphasis of a world consultation for lay training leaders held last week at 
the World Council of Churches! Ecumenical Institute. 


Some 70 lay training leaders of 26 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox 
churches in 25 countries attended the nine-day meeting. 


Discussions revealed general agreement that if lay training is to be 
effective all Christians must understand that the ministry of the Church is 
not reserved to a few who are set apart as clergy, but that the whole Church, 
clergy and laity together, shares Christ's ministry in and to the world. 


Further, they said, baptism must be regarded as the basic "ordination" 
of every Christian and it must be understood that some of the baptized Laity 
are set apart through special ordination for particular ministries. 


The consultation also placed strong emphasis on the need for the renewal 
of parish structures so that congregational life becomes more vital. 


Consultation speakers included the Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber, associate 
director of the Ecumenical Institute; Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, WCC general 
seoretary; Father Paul Verghese, director of the WCC's Division of HKcumen:- 
ical Action; and Dr. Hans-Jacob Rinderknecht, general secretary of the 
association of directors of European Lay Training Centres and Evangelical 
Academies. | 


The consultation was sponsored by the Ecumenical Institute and the wec's 
Department on the Laity. ; EPS, Geneva 


ENGLISH PRESBYTERIANS VOTH .TO RESUME 
UNION TALKS WITH CONGREGATIONALISTS 


(London) - With only two dissenting votes out of an assembly of 2,000 persons 
the Congregational Union of England and Ylales has voted to resume union 
conversations with the Presbyterian Church cf England. 


Their action follow2* within a week a similar move by the Presbyterian 
General Assembly. The two churches have been in covenant since 1951. 
(See EPS No. 18.) | pri 


The Rev. John Huxtable, chairman, in moving the motion, said the cove- 
nant represented a degree of cooperation found "nowhere else in these 
islands" but that further progress had been found impossible short of union. 


He said that one of the factors requiring resumption of the talks is . 
the fact that if the proposed Anglican-Methodist union took place it would 
leave "the historic dissenting churches" a small minority among English 
Christians. 


The Guardian's report of the meeting commented that the vote to resume 
conversations "sounds more cautious in print than it did (in actuality). 
Many of the delegates would clearly have been prepared ‘to see the marrias2 
arranged for next week", it said, EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHMEN DEPEND TAX-EXEMPT STATUS 
OF FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 


(New York) - An action by the US Internal Revenue Service in revoking the 
tax-exempt status of the Fellowship of Reconciliation. Bap been assailed by 
29 prominent churchmen in a statement issued here. 


They included two former presidents of the National Council of Churches, 
the president of the Roman Catholic University of Notre Dame, five bishops 
of Protestant or‘Anglican churches, and four rabbis. 


Their statement called upon the "religious community" of the nation to 
"unite against the eneroachment of governmental bodies into its right to 
bring the prophetic voice of religion to bear on:problems that so ppereaiy ct 
ly need its spiritual insights for lasting solution". 


Organized in EO, the Fellowship has been tax-exempt for 37 years as 
a religious-educational organization. It has 130,000 members, including 
1,500 clergymen who endorse the statement that "love such as that seen pre- 
eminently in Jesus, must serve as the true guide of personal conduct under 
all circumstances", 


The Internal Revenue Service on January 10 held that. contributions a 
the Fellowship no longer could be considered tax-exempt because the "pursuit™ 
of peace, disarmament, and reconciliation of nations is not religious ’ 
activity, but hares oat: It said the Fellowship's "objective, world peace, 
can.be secured only by passage of legislation; hence it is in the category 
of taction organizations! which are excluded in IRS regulations fran the 
right of tax-deductibility". 


.t< Among those signing the statement were: Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated 
clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, and Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, 
of St. Louis, past presidents of the National Council of Churches; Father 
Theodore ll. Hesburgh, president of Notre Dame; Methodist Bishops A, Raymond 
Grant, of Portland, Ore., Gerald Kennedy, of Los Angeles, Charles F. Golden, 
of Goenvi lies and Matthed WieCteiy r., 01 ob, KOuLes Tang PTetired Provestan.s 
Episcopal Bishop W. Appleton Lawrence, of Western Massachusetts. 


Also, Dr. John C. Bennett, vice-president, Union Theological Seminary 
here; Dr. Walter G. Mueller, dean of the Boston University School of 
Theology; Dr. Howard Schomer, president of Chicago Theological Seminary; 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, vice-president emeritus of Union Theological Seminary; 
Professor Henry J. Cadbury of Harvard Divinity School; Father John Lafarge, 
§.J., associate editor of America, national Catholic weekly; and Clarence 
Pickett, secretary emeritus of the American Friends Service Committee. 

EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA 
OPENS ECUMENICAL Ci INTRE 


(Bangalore) - The Church of South India, a union of Anglican, Methodist, 


Presbyterian, - Reformed, and Congregational bodies, has opened an. ecumenical 
centre on-a 50-acre farm outside Bangalore. 


Patterned after the World Council of Churches! Ecumenical Institute, in 
Bossey, Switzerland, the centre will be primarily a lay institute offering 
ecumenical programmes. 


Blueprints for the project call eventually for a chapel, a meeting hall, 
a library, a small printing press, and hostels, BPS, Geneva 
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MAURICIO LOPEZ NAMED 
TO WORLD COUNCIL STAFF 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has announced the appointment of 
Professor Mauricio A. Lopez, a former leader of the World Student Christian 
Federation, as a secretary of its Department on Church and. Society. 


Professor Lopez, an Argentinian, will assist with the preparation of 
the Department-sponsored Conference on Church and Society to be held in 1966,» 
He also will have responsibility: for the follow-up of the WCC's study pro- 
gramme on rapid social change. 


Bebors his appointment he had served since August 1956 on the SOF staff 
with special responsibility for work in Latin America, Barlier he was from 
1948 to 1956 professor of philosophy at the University of Mendoza, Argentina. 

He is a member of the Evangelical Christian Church of Argentina, 
BPS, Geneva 


ARAB EPISCOPALIANS PLAN 
STUDY OF UNITY PROPOSALS 


(Jerusalem) ~ A special committee has been set up here by the Arab Evangelical 
Episcopal Church to study unity proposals concerning Protestant groups in 
Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria, 


The action was taken at the church's annual synod held at St. George's 
Cathedral in the Jordan sector. The synod was presided over by Bishop Najib 
Atallah Cuba'tin, whose jurisdiction extends over the three countries. 


Besides the Anglican Church, the main Protestant churches in the countries 
are the Lutheran and Presbyterian, ae $ 


. The Arab Evangelical Episcopal Church is the major native Protestant 
group in Palestine. It was established by the Church Missionary Society, an 
Anglican organization active in Near Hastern countries, ye als Geneva 


SWISS TO VOTE ON 
NUCLEAR ARMAMENTS 


(Zurich) - The people of Switzerland should make the decision about whether 
or not. the country should have nuclear weapons, some 475 Swiss pastors and 
theologians said here, 


Their statement was issued in connection with a proposed change in the 
Swiss constitution for a national referendum to decide whether or not the 
Swiss Army should be equipped with nuclear arms. The proposed change will be 
voted mpon on May 26, 


Their statement said that equipping a country with nuclear arms "is a 
political decision of the first importance which affects the fundamental life 
of any state. In Switzerland, which is a democracy, the responsibility for 
such fundamental questions can be taken only by ee people themselves. . «" 

oe EPS, beneva 
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_ COOPERATION ON MISSION FIELDS 
URGED FOR PROTESTANTS, ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches! observer to the first session of 
the Second Vatican Council said here that inter—church relations are being 
shadowed by "many bitter experiences on the mission field". 


Again and again "in the very places where mission work is flourishing, 
the other church starts its activities and begins to proselytize", Dr. Lukas 
Vischer, of the WCC's Faith and Order Department staff, declared. He 
addressed a-Roman Catholic student group at 4 Ot. Gallen, 


He said the scandals of division were clearest in places "where the 
Church of Christ is confronted by the non-Christian world". 


- It is therefore "only natural that the divided churches should show the 
utmost. consideration for one another, as far as compatible with their loyalty 
to the truth, in the mission work and evangelism", he said. 


He added that if the Vatican Council is really to create an atmosphere 
of dialogue and of ecumenical fellowship, it is extremely important that 
there should be loyal cooperation in the mission field, and that proselytism 
should be condemned. ; 


Dr. Vischer said he thought the inclusion of the question of ecumenical 
relations in the Vatican schema dealing with this subject would not be suffi- 
cient, and that it should "also permeate all the other schemata". 


He said it is to be hoped that the Vatican Council will make a definite 
statement about mission relations. He pointed out that the \/orld Council 
has long been concerned with the necessity of a statement on religious 
liberty and mixed marriages. 


"h statement that cooperation in missions, within certain limits, is 
not only possible, but desirable would be equally helpful in strengthening 
the ecumenical movement", he declared. 


Dr. Vischer praised the new spirit created by the first session of the 
Vatican Council. He noted that new contacts have been made possible in many 
respects and that "what seemed unimaginable a few years ago begins to become 
a reality in many fields. There is reason for great thankfulness", he said. 
"Tt is this new atmosphere which makes us hope also for progress in the area 
of mission problems." EPS, Geneva 


NEW YORK METHODISTS OPPOSE 
UNILATERAL ACTION BY USA IN CUBAN CRISIS 


“(Newburgh, N.Y.) - Methodists of the New York Annual Conference asserted 
here that should another "Cuban crisis" arise the US government must not 
act without United Nations support. 


A -resolution.adopted by the Conference held that the US could not under- 
/.take unilateral action, and that world survival depended upon a "concerted 
decision" by "the family of nations". 


“A spirited debate preceded the ballot at the annual meeting. Some 
delegates felt the resolution implied criticism of President Kennedy's 
action last year and could "tie his hands" in future. BPS, Geneva 
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Presbyterians, US (Southern), are exploring the possibility of sending 
missionary aid to Indonesia, in answer to repeated urgent ha from the 
churches enciras 50 oi 


* * * 


A total of 22,214 "decisions for Christ" was recorded during a five- 
week Japan Baptist New Life Movement evangelistic crusade, leaders of the 
effort reported. The crusade, largest in a series of evangelism campaigns 
in the Far Bast, was jointly sponsored by the evangelism division of the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, the Southern Baptist Convention Foreign 
Mission Board,. erie the Japan Baptist Convention, ; 


* * * 


Dutch Protestant and Roman Catholic churches are cooperating to open 
centres in Germany for Dutch military servicemen attached to NATO who must 
spend long pertods of time away from their homes, 


* * * 


President John F. Kennedy will meet Pope John XXIII during his visit to 
Italy in late June. The only other US president to visit a. Pope while in 
office was Dwight Lisenhower who was received at the Vatican by Pope John 
XXIII in December, 1959. . 

Re ee 


An Bee es delegation of Buddhist priests and laymen has called on 
President Ngo Dinh Diem of South Vietnam in Saigon to ask that Buddhism. be 
given-the same standing as Roman Catholicism in the country. In a three- 
hour talk with the President, who is a homan Catholic, the delegation also 
demanded that the government rescind its orders against displays of religious 
flags, that Buddhists be given full freedom to preach, and the government 
"stop terrorizing" the Buddhist faithful. ; 


x % 


Patrianch Oynik goof the Orthodox Church in. Bulg garia, has ‘received the 


_. Order of the Bulgarian People's Republic. This honour was conferred on him 


at a ceremony in Sofia by the leaders of the Bulgarian National Assembly, 
on the tenth anniversary of the restoration of the Bulgarian Patriarchate. 


* * * 


Fines have been levied in Jerusalem by a magistrate against ten Jewish 
Talmudic school students who had pleaded guilty to participating in a dis- 
turbance last January at the Finnish Missionary Society's Shalhevetya board- 
ing school here. The defendants were among 140 young people who stoned the 
institution, apparently in protest against alleged "asoressive" ae 
ing activities. (See EPS. No, 18) 


* Se oe 


nt epee are approximately 38,000 priests for the estimated 180, 548,000 
Roman Catholics living in Latin America, according to new figures published 
by World Horizon Reports. This is an average of one priest for every 4,750 
Roman Catholic. Two-thirds of the priests are reported working in cities 
while the remainder are scattered in country areas in itera that contain 
between 15,000 and 30,000 persons. : EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


CHURCHES TAKE STOCK OF ROLE 
AS BIRMINGHAM TENSION SUBSIDES 


(Birmingham, Alabama) - Last week as racial tensions subsided into an uneasy 
lull in this strife-torn city religious leaders across the nation were tak- 
ing new stock of the role of the churches in building better inter-racial 
relations. 


The consensus seemed to be that by and large the churches have not 
played a sufficiently vital role in the field of race relations. 


Their concern was heightened after a truce - based on promises to de- 
segregate lunch counters, rest rooms, and the like in downtown stores and to 
énd various other. discriminatory practices - had been broken by bombings in 
the main Negro district. . 


On fednesday further trouble was threatened when Birmingham education 
officials announced that they had expelled or suspended: approximately 1,100 
Negro students who had been arrested in the anti-segregation demonstrations, 


Against this background one of the major steps taken was the formal 
organization of a policy-making continuation committee of the National Con- 
ference on Religion and Race held last January. (See EPS No, 3) 


Under the committee's direction sub-committees are at work to coordinate 
programmes in ten "target cities" where religious leaders have been closing 
ranks against racial bias, especially in housing and employment. The cities 
are:. Chicago, Detroit, Atlanta,:San Francisco,,Oakland,.Cal., St. Louis, 
Mo.;- San Antonio, Tex., New Orleans, and Seattle, Wash. 


In Chicago, a meeting of church leaders called to examine progress 
there in the wake of the National Conference on Religion and Race, heard Dr. 
Edgar H.S. Chandler, executive vice-president of the Chicago Federation of 
Greater Chicago, warn that lip service to racial-ideals represents the 
greatest danger against their implementation. 


"Religious forces face a tremendous task", he said. "They have spoken 
together outlining the ideals of inter-racial relations. What is actually 
being accomplished, however, is not so effective. . . We need to employ 
every resource to close this gap between pronouncement and action." 


Other developments across the nation included these: 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the USA, formally 
organized a Presbyterian Intér-racial Council "to mobilize concerned Presby- 
terians to involve themselves vigorously and responsibly as instruments for 
integration within the Church, the communities in which they live, and the 
whole nation". The Assembly also, in an unprecedented action, voted over-— 
whelmingly to invite Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Birmingham integration 
leader, to address its sessions before adjournment. Assembly agendas are 
usually completed months in advance and followed strictly. 


In Detroit, Michigan, twenty-one Protestant, Roman Catholic, Orthodox, 
and Jewish clergymen issued a statement calling for individual examination 
of conscience in the wake of the Birmingham situation. They declared that 
"fundamental affirmations of religion have been flouted and repudiated (in 
Birmingham) by actions, official and unofficial, which have been issued in 
violence and disorder. .. Each of us involved in the sin that has been 
committed; each of us is guilty of complicity in the wrong that has been 
done." ; 
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‘In Oklahoma City, Protestant and Roman Catholic churchmen. issued.a. 
statement strongly protesting segregation practices still pas SF alea certain 
clubs and eating places in the city. 


In North Tulsa, Oklahoma, the Ministerial Association endorsed petitions 
calling for a city ordinance. making segregation of public facilities unlawful. 


The American Baptist Convention started a fund with donations of 94,276 
to rebuild the home of the Rev. A.D. King, brother of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jv. Mr. King's home was shattered in the Birmingham bombings. 


In Raleigh, North Carolina, Roman Catholic and Protestant Episcopal 
church leaders issued a joint letter calling for the end to racial barriers. 


In New York leaders of the Protestant Episcopal Church's New York dio- 
cese called for prayers and financial aid for the extension of equal rights 
in Birmingham and other southern cities. 


In Massachusetts some 1,800 of the 12-member church-state Council of 
Churches started a campaign to "relieve the plight of thousands of Negroes 
-near starvation in the Mississippi delta area". They asked food, clothing, 
and funds to aid sharecroppers in the 16-county area, many of whom, they 
Said, have been the target. of "yunitive action" by segregationists wish- 
ing to discourage their attempts to vote. 


In Wyoming the Methodist Conference appealed for better treatment of 
the Negroesin the North. It said churches should work to provide equal 
housing and employment opportunities for all persons, 


In Little Rock, Arkansas, scene in 1957 of the first major racial ‘dis= 
turbances in the USA following the school integration order, representatives 
of 40 churches and synagogues called for an end to racial discrimination. 


The Middle ‘Atlantic Conference of Congregational Christian Churches 
(United Church of Christ) urged immediate action in Alabama to ensure all 
citizens their constitutional rights. . EPS, Geneva 
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U.S, CHURCHES FIGHT 
RACTAL DISCRIMINATION 


(Des Moines, Iowa) ~ The General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church 
in the USA has allocated $500,000 to fight racial discrimination and has 
authorized the setting up of a special commission cn religion and’ race. 


The commission will have 18 members, including the "strongest Negro 
and other minority leadership" as well as executives cf the denomination's 
chief boards and agencies, and will report to next year's assembly on the 
progress of inter-religious efforts to improve race relatious. 


Earlier, the 840 commissioners (delegates) had heard Dr, Robert S. 
Bilheimer, an associate general seoretary of the World Council of Churches, 
Geneva, denounce the "hypocrisy" of many white Christian liberals, 


"UPUSA is against segregation", Dr. Bilheimer said. "But let us face 
it. Christian policy, Presbyterian policy, means hardly anything at all 
because of the hypocrisy of the white Christian liberal. 


"T can see no reason why ‘the hypocrisy of most American Christians is 
not as serious, spiritually as well as in terms of race relations, as the 
avowed apartheid convictions of many South Africans." 


In an address to the American Baptist Convention at Detroit, Dr. Ralph 
Bunche, the UN official and Nobel Prize winner, alleged that white churches 
in Birmingham, Alabama, must share the blame for that city's racial conflict. 
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"The role of the white churches in Birmingham, both before and during 
the racial crisis, has not been one to make true Christians proud or to do 
honour to Christian teashing", Dr. Bunche said. He also criticized white 
churches in northern cities where "Negroes are not welcome or would not be 
made to feel at ease on a Sunday morning". 


Three specific measures which individuals can take to combat racial 
oppression are advocated in a statement made by Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger, 
Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA. These 
measures are: "1. Involve yourselves. It is the duty of-every Christian 
citizen te know fully what is happening in his own community, and actively 
to support efforts to meet the problems he encounters. 


"0. Give money as an expression of our unity and as a sign of our 
support for the end of racial injustice. The struggle of Negro Americans 
for their rights is costly and they need help. 


"4, Take action. Discrimination within the body of the Church it- 
self is an intolerable scandal. Every congregation has a continuing need 
t5 examine its own life and to renew those efforts necessary to ensure its 
inclusiveness fully." 


Bishop Lichtenberger added: "The right to vote, to eat a hamburger 
where you want, to have a decent job, to live ina house fit for habitation: 
these are not rights to be litigated or negotiated. It is our shame that 
demonstrations must be carried out to win them. These constitutional 
rights belong to the Negro as to the white because we are all men and we 
are all citizens." 


The American Baptist Assembly has commended the Kev. Martin Luther 
King Jr., Ralph Abernethy, and "others who are in the forefront of the non- 
violent struggle for justice and. peace" and assured them cf support. 


The Protestant Council of New York City is to arrange an inter-religious 
Conference on Religion and Race next winter, announced Dr. Dan M. Potter, its 
executive director. It will be eponsored by the Protestant Council, the 
New York Roman Catholic Archdiocese, and the New York Board of Rabbis. 

The conference will study "de facto" segregation in the city. 


At St. Louis, Mo., Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish religious 
leaders have jnintly appealed for an end to all forms of racial discrimi- 
nation, 


"Segregationists have made the job of Mcscow propaganda writers one of 
the easiest in the world", Methodist Bishop James J. Mathews told 3,000 
Protestant laymen at their. annual Communion breakfast in Boston, Mass. 


"All the Kremlin writer has to do is to sit back in a swivel chair and 
the propaganda comes to him right in his hands", Bishop Mathews added. 
| ; EPS, Geneva 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING SENDS 
MESSAGH FROM JAIL 


(Birmingham; Alabama) - In a letter written from the city jail here, where 
he is imprisoned for "parading without a permit", the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. has replied to a’stasement by local church leaders that demonstra- 
tions are "unwise and untimely" and argued that negotiation is the purpose 
of.direct action. 


"Non-violent direst action", King writes, "seeks to create such a crisis 
and establish such a sreative tension that a community which has. consistently 
refused to negotiate is forced to confront the issue. It seeks so to drama- 
tize the issue that it can no longer be ignored, 


"We concur with you in your call for negotiation. Too long has our 
beloved Southland been bogged in the tragic attempt to live in monologue 
rather than dialogue. ; 


"We have not made a single gain in civil rights without determined legal 
and non-violent pressure... We know through painful experience that freedom 
is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded. by the 
oppressed. 


"Prankly, I have never engaged in a direct action movement that was 
‘well timed', according to the timetable of those who have suffered unduly 
from the disease of segregation. For years now I have heard the word 'wait!'. 
It rings in the ears of. every Negro with a piercing familiarity. It has 
been a tranquillizing thalidomide, relieving the emotional stress for a 
moment only to give birth to an ill-formed infant of frustration. 


"When you have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at will 
and drown your sisters and brothers at whim; when you have seen hate-filled 
policemen curse, kick, brutalize, and even kill your black brothers with 
impunity; when you see the vast majority of your 20 million Negro brothers 
smothering in the midst of an affluent society - then you will understand 
why we find it difficult to wait. I hope, sirs, you can understand our 
legitimate and unavoidable impatience." EPS, Geneva 


GOVERNMENT IMPRDES MISSIONS, 
ANGLICAN PRELATR CHARGES 


(Windhoek, South-West Africa) - Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop: of 
Capetown, said here that the South African government was impeding missionary 
work in South-West Africa. 


Dr. de Blank, whose ecclesiastical jurisdiction includes South-West 
Africa, a mandated territory of the Union of South Africa, told a congregation 
in St. Mary's Cathedral he was "most distressed" by the way authorities were 
"preventing the spread of the Gospel" in the territory. 


He accused them specifically of "delaying visas and permits for Anglican 
laymen and clergy needed in the mission field of Ovamboland". This is a 
native reserve in the northern part of South-West Africa. 


The archbishop urged the congregation to "pester the government until it 
realizes that Christians are on the march. 


"In the early days", he said, "Christians made their power felt and 
turned the world upside down — or, I should say, right-side up. And they 
can do it again." EPS, Geneva 
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UNDER 7 PER CENT GENEVA PROTESTANTS 
ATTEND CHURCH REGULARLY 


(Geneva) - In the Canton of Geneva between 6 and 7 per cent of the Protest- 
ants attend church regularly, says a survey of church-going published here . 
by a group of religious sociologists at the Protestant Study Centre led by 
Pastor Perret. iy ; . ee? 


The study, based on a year-long enquiry in Swiss Protestant parishes, 
set out to uncover the facts about Protestant church life in a city under- 
going radical social changes. It is hoped that the statistics will serve: 
to assist effective forms of evangelism. % 


The survey shows that women form 63 per cent of the regular church 
attenders, and that divorce - markedly high in Switzerland - is one of the 
causes which estrange people from the Church. Only 1.5 per cent of 
divorced men and 3.4 per cent of divorced women are regular churchgoers. 


. Another cause of estrangement is mixed marriages between Protestants 
and Roman Catholics. After a Protestant has married a Roman Catholic only 
1.5 per cent of the men and 2.4 per cent of the women attend a Protestant 
church. 


‘The proportion of widows and widowers who attend church is higher than 
the average’ for all churchgoers and amounts to 7.9 per cent for widowers and 
8.8 per cent for widows; it is believed that loneliness is one of the 
reasons that eracourages them to join a congregation. © 


Marriage with someone of the same confession also leads to increased 
church attendance. ARS 


Among unmarried persons over the age of 20, fewer men than women attend 
church (2.6 per cent men and 6.2 per cent women). ete 


It was found that among those in church on a particular Sunday, 7269: 
per cent attended a service at least twice a month. Occasional church 
attendances are made by 60 to 80 per cent of the people of Geneva and by. 
65 to 70 per cent of Swiss from other cantons in the city. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN SYNOD ADMITS 
WOMEN AS DELEGATES 


(London, Ont. ) ~ By a vote of 169-67 the annual synod of the Anglican Diocese 
of Huron voted’ here to admit women as delegates. 


"We are concerned with the right of women to sit in synod", said Arch- 
deacon Alfred Abraham of Sarnia. "Tt doesn't follow that half of the dele- 
gates will be women." cb ieg 


One protest came from Fred Sheldon, of Delhi, who said that the ad- 
mission of women would mean fewer men would take an interest in church 
arffairs. He Sg ; 


"We can see no justifiable reasons for excluding women", replied Arch- 
deacon K.C. Bolton, a Huron college professor. EPS, Geneva 
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PRESBYTERIANS DESIRE CLARIFICATION 
OF ROLE OF CHURCH AND SCHOOL 


(Des Moines, Iowa) - The United Presbyterian Church in the USA went on 
record here in opposition to. Bible reading and prayers in public schools 
when they are devotional acts. It also objected to any religious obser- 
vances conducted under the auspices of the public school system. . 


Extensive debate on the controversial issue preceded adoption by the 
denomination"s General Assembly of a 20,000-word document dealing with 
several phases of Church-State separation. en 


The document resulted from three years of study by a special committee 
headed by Dr. Elwyn A. Smith, professor of church history at Pittsburgh (Pa.) 
Theological Seminary. 


| After heated debate over the section which cpposed devotional acts in 
schools, the Assembly approved the following recommendation: 


That "religious observances never be held in a public school or intro- 
duced into the public school as part of.its programme. Bible reading in 
connection with courses in the American heritage, world history, literature, 
the social sciences, and other academic subjects is completely appropriate 
to public school instruction. Bible reading and prayers as devotional acts 
tend toward indoctrination or meaningless ritual and should be omitted for 
both reasons. Ministers, priests, and rabbis-should be free to speak in 
public schools, provided their Speaking does not constitute religious in- 
doctrination or their presence form a part of a‘religious observance." 


It was pointed out that "religious observances" include baccalaureate 
‘Services but not church services conducted in public schools by various 
religious groups renting schools or Satisfying school board requirements 
for conducting their own services. | 


The role of public schools was defined as that of nurturing "cultural, 
social, and material advancement of all citizens", but -it was stated that in 
the fulfilment of this role public schools should "not ignore the personal 
belief in God" of the pupils nor should they "be hostile to religious 
beliefs nor act in any manner which tends to favour one religion or church 
over another", i 


Recommendations called for recognition by churches that religious 
training and observances are the "domain of church and family", and called 
upon United Presbyterians actively to "strive to recapture from popular 
custom the observance of religious holidays". 


Religious holidays should be acknowledged and explained, but never 
celebrated religiously "by public schools or their administrators when act- 
Ie Off iota} capacity", the statement declared. : EPS, Geneva 
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VISSER '!T HOOFT SALUTES 
MOSCOW PATRIARCH'S JUBILEE 


(Geneva). - The fiftieth anniversary of the episcopal consecration of the 
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia is an event in which the World Council of 
Churches rejoices, the general secretary, Dr. iW.A. Visser it Beene: has 
written in a letter of congratulation to His Holiness. 


He says that it is under the Patriarch's vigorous and Poe iar red leader- 
ship that the Holy Orthodox Church of Russia has won for itself a very great 
place in the life of the whole of Christendom and joined the family of 
churches which is represented in the WCC. 


"Churchmen of many nations", Dr. Visser 't Hooft!s letter continued, 
‘have been received by you ina ae of Christian love and come to appre- 
ciate deeply the spiritual life of the ancient Russian Church. So we have 
very special reasons to think of Your Holiness as a church leader who has 
made an exceptional and outstanding contribution to the life:of the Church 
of Christ in our time. z 


"Tt is our hope that Your Holiness may nSorbrunte to lead the Holy 
Orthodox Church of Russia in the years to come." EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN PRIMATE aaa sOSES UNITY Sate Sais he te 
IN TALK TO SCOTS PRESBYTERIANS ; 


(Edinburgh) - Instead of small groups vate" experts coming together from is 
Anglican and Presbyterian churches, panels of 50 clergy and laymen are sit- 
ting down to learn more about each other, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. 
Arthur Michael Ramsey, pointed out when he addressed: the ae Assembly of 
the Church of Scotland (Presbyterian). | 


The Archbishop, who received a standing ovation, called on members of 
both communions "to share more widely the quest of Christian unity". At the 
same time he emphasized that the Anglican and Presbyterian churches Nare* ” 
determined to play their part" in moving towards union. 


Dr. Ramsey referred to union conversations between the two ee and 
said that contacts and learning between them were being expanded. 


"je must strive", he said, "for the urgent expression of Christian 
brotherhood and for the solving of questions on theology and. church order," 
It is in the realization of the mission of the Church. that Christians hope 
unity "will go forward by God's.goodness". | mat EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL RITTER WILL AVARD MEDALS 
TO. NON-CATHOLIC CLERGY, LAYMEN 


(Steubenville, Ohio) - Joseph Cardinal Ritter, Archbishop of Sts Louis, will 
confer the Caritas medal, hitherto reserved for Catholics, on a Protestant 
Episcopal bishop, three Protestant ministers, and three laymen at ceremonies 
here on June 26, 


Bishop John Mussio of Steubenville, who instituted the medal in 1955, 
said the honorees had shown "extraordinary readiness to cooperate with every- 
one - regardless of race, colour, or creed - in order that the common good 
be best served". EPS, Geneva 
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- ANGLICAN PRELATE URGES AID 
TO AUSTRALIAN CHURCH SCHOOLS 


(Sydney) - An. Australian Anglican prelate has called for closer Church-State 
cooperation to provide government financial aid to church-related schools, 


In an interview in the Catholic Standard, the Rt. Rev. Geoftirey F. 
Cranswick, retired Bishop of Tasmania, said sectarianism has been a major 
factor in blocking aid to such schools. 


‘Bishop Cranswick urged government aid to church schools, particularly 
in the areas of. construction and teacher pension Piao ne nS precedents for 
such assistance, he pointed to government grants to church-related hospitals, 
homes forthe aged, and orphanages. 


If the church schools accept government aid, he Said, they should also 
admit a government representative on their school boards. However, he added, 
the boards should not be allowed to become government-dominated. 

. : EPS, Geneva 


JAPANESH PASTORS DISCUSS 
NEEDS OF NEV TOWNS 


(Tokyo) - Thirty-five young pastors who are serving in Japan's newly develop- 
ing areas have been conferring on the challenge that a radically new type of 
ii tees. teringine. 

Bach pastor brought maps of his area and reported on the general geo- 
graphical situation, the primary new industry in his locality, the present 


- relation of the Church to the area, and future programmes of approach for 
‘the Church. x 


; Maps from Osaka, Chubu, and Hokkaido covered walls of the meeting room, 


The Rev. Aimei Kania, of Kyoto, who has been working with the Japanese 
Labour Unions through a church evangelism project, told the conference he 
' predicted a development whereby labour unions, organized around cne enter- 
“prise or type of work, would be crushed, and urged Christians to help to 
strengthen unions which aim to protect the basic rights of workers. . 
EPS, Geneva 


CANON PROTESTS AT CHURCH OF ENCLAND'!S 
“QTHIRTY-NINE ARTICLES" ee 


(London) - While he was being installed in office as canon and vice~provost 
of Southwark Cathedral, the Rev. John D. Pearce-Higgins publicly protested 
.at having to assent to the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, the doctrinal 
Summaries of Anglican tenets, reports the Sunday Times, 


hy ola fem iy. to the Catholic faith as contained in the Creeds and in 
the Holy Scriptures, but I question the value of the particular interpreta- 
tion of the faith contained in some of the Articles", the canon said immed- 
lately before giving his assent at a service conducted by the Bishop cer 
Southwark, the Rt. Rev. Mervyn Stockwood. 


Later, in a statement to the press, Canon Pearce-Higgins said he took 
exception to five Articles. He alleged that two-thirds of the Anglican 
clergy wish to have the Thirty-nine Articles revised and so do all the bishops. 


Canon Pearce-Higgins is chairman of the Modern Churchmen's Union. 
EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICAN MINISTER 
CHARGED WITH DEVIATIONISM 


(Johannesburg) - Dr. Stutterheim, a minister of the Nederduits Hervormde Kerk, 
the second largest of the three Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa, is) 
‘shortly to appear before the general commission to answer charges of "devia- 
tionism", reports the Guardian... .- 


The complaint against Dr. Stutterheim is based on an article he publish- 
ed in Pro Veritate, an independent non-denominational and multiracial church 
journal, in which he wrote appreciatively about the Vatican's moves for 
Christian reconciliation and expressed the view that Protestants and Catholics 
could go a long way towards meeting each other. The complainant, a fellow 
minister, alleges that Dr. Stutterheim did not emphasize sufficiently the 
Roman Catholic danger. 


This new heresy case comes soon after the reinstatement of Professor 
Albert Geyser, the theologian who a year ago was declared a heretic for 
attacking the church's policy on apartheid. This decision has now been 
reversed. EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF PARAGUAY 
ADVOCATE SOCTAL REFORMS - 


(Assumption) - Vorried by "the inadequate state of development" of Paraguay, 
the bishops of the country are asking for the setting up of a social reform 
programme. : 


In a long, joint pastoral letter, they speak out against "unconscious- 
ness and indifference in the face of the gravity of this problem". In their 
eyes, the historical and geographical reasons for the under-development of 
Paraguay do not justify the miserable conditions general for the greater part 
of the population, which also affect church life. 


After pointing to the backwardness under which agriculture and industry 
suffer, the problems of unemployment and illiteracy, the fact that the annual 
income per person is one of the lowest in Latin America, the bishops say that 
the causes behind this situation are as much ideological - "the liberal 
capitalist mentality" - as moral - "the incapacity to discern the needs and 
problems of the common welfare". 


They are convinced of the necessity of reform, for renewal of morals 
and faith, so that new structures, striving for "the integral uplifting .cf 
all in an active respect for the person", may be established. 


Finally, addressing themselves to business managers, the bishops state 
that "the exodus of national capital constitutes a grave sin of pride and a 
clear lack of love for one's country. It is not right that, in countries on 
the road to development, capital created by national cooperation should give 
its services and bear its fruits abroad." | _ BPS, Geneva 
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FRENCHWOMEN DISCUSS 
MODERN "LOVE" 


(Royan, France) ~ More than 500 members of the Young Women!s Movement at- 
tended a congress at Royan, 18 - 20 May. It brought together married and 
Single women aged between 25 and 45 from middle-class, intellectual, rural, 
and working-class backgrounds. Delegates came from various countries in 
Europe, from Africa, Madagascar, and America. The World Council of Churches 
was represented by Miss Madeleine Barot, and the World Alliance of YiJCA's 

by Miss Elizabeth Palmer. ; 


The general theme of the assembly was "To love at this time". Several 
participants sought to define the meaning of this in our dehumanized world, 
and to discover its real implications. 


Amongst the main preoccupations of the debates were questions of femily 
planning, groups for young married couples, the spiritual and psychological 
problems of mixed marriages, the reception given to African and Madagascan 
women in France, etc. Finally, it was asked that the local groups of "Young 
Women" should include in their programme for 1964 a study of the resolutions 
on the place of women in church, family, and society, put forward. by the 
Kampala meeting of the All Africa Church Conference. EPS, Geneva 


CAMEROUN ASKS 


FOR PROTESTANT COUNCIL 


(Yaoundé) - At a meeting called by the Federation of Churches and ivangeli- 
cal Missions of theCameroun and of iquatorial Africa, the Protestant churches 
and missions of these areas have affirmed their wish to create a Protestant 
Council of the Cameroun. 


This body would assume responsibility for the fields of evangelism, 
relations with non-Protestants, as well as education and social questions, 
in collaboration with the Presbyterian Churches of iiast and West Cameroun, 
the Evangelical Church of Cameroun, the Baptist Union of Cameroun, the 
Protestant Church of Ngoumba, the Adventist Mission and the Missions of 
North Cameroun, 


The general assemblies of these missions and churches will now consider 
these proposals. 7 EPS, Geneva 


MISSION AND FREEDOM 
OF THE LAITY OF THE WORLD 


(Paris) - The International Catholic Information Service has met in Brussels 
to discuss "Mission and freedom of the laity in the world". 


After several participants had spoken out against signs of paternalism 
and clericalism in the established Church, M. Vanistendael, president of the 
International Confederation of Christian Trade Unionists, described how 
only a "complete deconfessionalization" had allowed trade unions to act in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America, continents where "Christians must make a 
real revolution, if need be - if it is impossible to act otherwise - using 
violent means". 
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Mr. Mazowiecki, representing the Polish Diet, said that the Roman 
Catholics in his country had accepted social injustice for too long. Mr. 
Grootaers, chief editor of Die Maand, a Belgian review, said that freedom has 
too often been denied laymen. It is necessary to create within the Church 
structures of dialogue, to avoid the cult of personality, which springs from 
moral childishness, and to revise much current theology which emphasizes the 
institutional character of the Church. 


Father Liégé stated that "the layman is as much the Church as the Pope. 
All the faithful are a whole part of the Church. Only the function changes. 
The role of the layman, the human hinge, is irreplaceable; the whole world 
is the field of salvation. . . The Church must accept, - without cheating, 
the secularized world. The hour of the layman is coming. It is often said 
that the Church lacks priests, but she also lacks real laymen." EPS, Geneva 


PAKISTAN DIOCESES ARE GIVEN 
UNION OPTION 


(Karachi) ~ If Anglican dioceses in Pakistan desire to enter the proposed 
united Church of North India before those in India are ready to do so there . 
will be no objection, according to provisions now made. by the (Anglican) 
Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon. 


Two dioceses in West Pakistan have now voted on the church union scheme. 
(See EPS No. 5). The Karachi diocese voted unanimously to go into union and 
the Lahore diocese voted 65 for and 9 against, with three abstentions. . 
ts 7 : : EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


In' the middle of July the Russian Orthodox Church will be holding cele- 
brations over'a period of 8 days in honour of the 50-year: jubilee of their. 
spiritual head, Patriarch Alexius, as bishop. Church leaders from abroad . 
are to be invited to the celebrations in Moscow. and the neighbouring monast- 
ery of Zagorsk. 


* * * 


Oslo!'s censors have voted that the American feature film "Question 7". 
presents a "one-sided picture" of the state of affairs in Bast Germany and 
could have a "confusing and damaging" effect. For this reason the film will 
be shown in Norway only to those over the age of 16, al 


i * 


The Ecumenical Youth Council of Austria will be holding during \fhitsun- 
tide a youth conference in. Klagenfurt with the theme, "Listening to one 
another - working together". About 800 young people from the. Old Catholic 
Church, the Evangelical Church, the Methodist Church, the YMCA, and YWCA 
will attend. There will also be a delegation of 20 young Roman Catholic 
observers. 


* ode" ov 


A Middle Bast ecumenical youth and student conference has been called 
for July 3-12, 1964, and will bring together 150 delegates aged from 16 to 
30 years from all the Arab countries and Cyprus, Turkey, Greece, and Iran. 
The organizing secretary is Mr. Gabriel Habib, of the WSCF, Beirut, Lebanon. 


= 
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About 200 Evangelical pastors from the Federal Republic: of Germany and 
west Berlin will be engaged this summer in the German holiday scheme, "The 
Care of Souls Abroad". Regional preparatory conferences for the voluntary 
holiday pastors are being held in several towns. A poster showing a narrow 
cross on a blue or white background in front of a yellow sun.will. inform 
tourists when services are to be held, . 


* * * 


Owing to the lack of pastors in Sweden, there has been a considerable 
increase in the applications to be exempted from the normal theological 
training. Between 1958 and 1962, 20 per cent of newly ordained pastors came 
into the ministry after a shortened pastoral training. The Swedish Epis- 
copal Conference has now empowered a special commission to decide along 
unified lines about applications for exemption. 


* aS * 


Works by Picasso, Matisse, Moore, Mataré, Heiliger,-Marcks, Barlach, 
and others will be on view in the first of several: large exhibitions to be 
held in Dortmund in connection with the lith German Kirchentag, With the 
title "Creatura", statues of animals will be exhibited in the municipal 
museum, all of which have been executed in the 20th century, and which are 
intended to show the "fellow creatures of man in the art of our time", 


* * * 


The Rev. John V. Taylor has been appointed general Secretary of the 
Church Missionary Society, London, in succession to Dr. Max warren. Mr. 
Taylor is currently the Africa secretary of CMS, which has 950 missionaries 
working in 22 countries of Africa and Asia. He was one of the Conference of 
British Missionary Societies! delegates to the World Council of Churches! 
Third Assembly at New Delhi in 1961. 


* * 
Dr. Chitose Kishi, Lutheran, has been elected chairman of the National 


Christian Council of Japan. The new vice-chairmen are Bishop Hinsuke 
Yashiro, Anglican, and Dr. Isamu Omura, United Church of Christ, 


* ra * 


The World Council of Churches helped to re-locate 851 refugees during 
March, bringing the total thus far for the year to 43,680. The largest number 
went to Australia (387), followed by the USA which received 244. The 
greatest numbers came from Greece (262), Yugoslavia C54) ands Leaky (iran 

* * *~ 

The Rev. Paul Conord, of Paris, has received an honorary doctorate from 
the University of Ttibingen, in recognition of his work on behalf of the 
ecumenical movement and particularly the rapprochement between French and 


German Protestants since the war. Mr. Conord directs the French branch of 
the Franco-German Praternal Council, founded in 1948. 


* * * 
In New Caledonia, the Rev. Peteru Thily has been elected president of 
the Evangelical Church, succeeding the Rev. Xowie Madine, who died recent iv, 


* BR ree: 
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The International Uvangelical Film Centre (Interfilm) held its general 
assembly in Stockholm, 9 - 13 May. The representatives of Protestant film 
work, who came from several continents, studiec the problems and possibilities 
for the Church in the realm of film production. The Interfilm prize, awarded 
for "a short film in the service of the Church", went to the Rev. Per Soder- 
berg (Sweden) for his film "Andras Border". EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION 


The numbers of regional representatives to the Central Committee of the 
World Association for. Christian Broadcasting were incorrectly listed in EPS 
No..18, 17 May, page 2. The°correct numbers are: Africare, Aeia- 7; 
Europe ll, Latin America 2, the Near Bast 2, and North America’ ll. ‘EPS 
regrets the error. sib eis 
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CHRISTIAN LEADERS OF ALL CONFESSIONS 
MOURN DEATH OF POPE JOHN XXIII 


(Geneva) - World Council of Churches leaders joined with Christians araund 
the world in meurnirg the death of Pope John XXIII. 


A cable sent by its three officers to Cardinal Bea of the Vatican 
Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity expressed "our deeply felt 
sympathy on the decease of Pope John XXIII who has contributed sn greatly. 
to the new brotherly relationships of the churches believing in the One 
Lord. 


, "May he rest in peace and his work De Durer ted 2G said 


It was signed by Dis Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman of the 
WCC's Central Committee; Dr. Ernest Payne, London, Committee. vice-chairman; 
and Dre WA. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary. 


is] a, Panarate statement, Dr. Visser 't Hooft praised "the many impor- 
tant developments which aes taken place in that short period of less than 
five years" of Pope John's pontificate, 


He called attention especially to "that profound change in relation- 
ships which has led to the beginning of a true dialogue between the Romar 
Catholic Church and the other churches. 


"I believe that Pope John XXIII will be remembered as the Pope who 


made that new dialogue possible", the statement said. 


| Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox leaders in other parts of the world 
also expressed their ceep sympathy 


blished under the auspices of: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
Yomen’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


the aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
pyrments. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


No. 21 - 7th June, 1963 | 2 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, speaking as president of the Lutheran World 
Federation, declared: "Thanks to God Who gave him to our generation, The 
hearts of Christians of every confession are united to a degree that is 
unique for many centuries at the death of the universally esteemed and be- 
loved John XXIII, the Pope of Unity. 


"All of us would have wished for him to live on, throwing open the 
doors of understanding and thawing the antagonisms that have separated 
Christian brethren. 


"Our prayer is that the warmth of his spirit will not be ohilled and 
the height. of his vision will not shrink." : 


World Presbyterian Alliance officers also expressed "deep sorrow" in a 
cable sent to Cardinal Bea. 


"We shall always remember with gratitude the late Pepe's efforts to 
create better understanding between all Christians and to work for Christian 
unity as. well-as his constant efforts for renewal in his church and for 
world peace", they said. , 


It was signed by Dr. Ralph Waldo Lloyd, Giver aad Lbs Ind. (Usa), presi- 
dent, and by Dr. Marcel Pradervand, Geneva, general secretary. 


- The. eae o® of Canterbury, in a Pentecost sermon to 21 congregation 
of more than. 2,000: persons’ in’ Canterbury Cathedral cn Sunday, the day before 
the Popes. ahs referred: to the Fone. as a man who had caught: the imagira- 
tion of the world.’ 


‘Phe hearts of Christian people everywhere Feu) out to one man, @ great 
Ghirietian of our time, ..4". ne seid. 


"He is one, in the words of the Bible, who is 'a good man and gD ll hh a 


the Holy Ghost and of faith!'. He is one to whom the Holy Spirit, like 
tongues of. fire, has given vision, the vision of the unity of all Christians, 
and a warmth of love for humanity. far and near. sf Meniy Krmeen sey ah 


"Ho is one who lives and dies very near to God and self is. burnt, away 
as the fire of. divyine,charity fills him. May God kecp him in death. as, in 
life, and God grant. him a heavenly reward and fulfilment of all his prayers 
for peace. and unity on earth." ji 


Pastor Charles Westphal, al eee of the Protestant Federation cf 
France, said: . "The agony which was so painful and yet so serene. of: Pope 
John XXIII has moved me very deeply. For the first time probably, Protestants 
mourn’ the death of a Pope and share with all Ata hearts in the sorrow of 
- the’ Roman Catholic Church. 


"We respected and loved Pope John. We feear hee for the fervour of 
his faith and the authenticity of his Christian love and especially fer the 
evangelical simplicity he showed in all situations. 


"The decision he made to call a Council in a truly ecumenical adnate 
appeared to us to be inspired by God. The authority and spiritual discern- 
ment which he showed during the preparation and proceedings of the Council, 
his refusal to accept hardening measures which would make the divisicns Co 
Christendom more serious, his desire to make a real dialogue pessible, as 
well as (his desire for) new relations. with non-Roman churches, his great 
concern for the renewal of the Church and its opening to the world, and 
finally, what must be called his passion for peace and. Sree filled us we 
respect and gratitude. 


dail 
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"'Blessed!, wrote the seer of Revelation, ‘are those whn die in the 


Lord. They rest from their labours and their deeds follow them.'! Yes, 
may his deeds follow hin. May the great work of peace and hope which has 
been started, with so much perseverance and lcve ... be continued, This is 


our wish and prayer." 


‘Pastor Roger Schutz, prior of the Protestant brotherhood community at 
Taizé, France, declared that "Pope John XXIII, this holy witness of Christ, 
has deeply marked many sculs with his spirit of peace and humility. 


"John XXIII has been able through his generous welcoming ‘attitude 
towards others to create a slimate of peace and reconciltztion, A man of 
deep piety, he took his decisions in simple, direct prayer, As he teld me 
recently «.. !I have conversation with God, very humbly and very simply’. 
This trust that Christ was standing at his side, this true humanity, be 
with generosity to all, are the secrets of a man wh» will leave his mark on 
contemporary history. This providential man by the name of John, hoping 
against hope, has truly initiated the processes of reconcil: ation." 


Dr. Adolphe Kuenzi, Lausann :, president of the Council of the Federation 
of Swiss Protestant Churches, in a cable to Msgr. Jelmini,, Apostolic Admin- 
istrator of Lugano, and px resident cf the aoa ene eos of Swiss Roman Catholic 
Bishops, said: "We are sensible to the loss of a leader beloved and admired 
by the whole world, one who in such a cate se did so much for the renewal 
of the Church, for a greater fraternity among ae ences and vor the peace 
of. the Worlds. May God bless your church. : 


The National Council af Churches in the US, which ne bags as Protes- 
tant and Eastern Orthodox communions, issued a joint statement from. the 
organization's lay president, J. Irwin Miller, and its general secretary, 
Dr. Roy G. Ross, which hailed the Pope as "a man of peace ... of love... of 
rare greatness" whose death “has caused thé whole world to mourn. ~ 


"Protestant and Hastern Orthodox -Christians join with their Roman 
Catholic brothers in.this time of great loss", the statement said. "We are 
consoled only in knowing that Pope John gave oa muco.in the short Bpan ot, 
his holy office, and that he has left as his neritage a reawakened spirit of 
unroy and love that,will be felt forever by men of faith," 


Patriarch Alexei of the Russian Orthodox Church, in a message sent to 
the Vatican, declared: 'The Russian Orthodox Church and myself share with 
all our heart the sorrow of the’ Churcr wnhicu, in the person of the late Pope, 
is deprived of its eminent chief and pontiff, 


"Ve believe that there will remain in the hearts cf all men who wish 
peace a grateful memory of the zealous efforts of the late Pope for safe- 
guarding and strengthening peace on earth... We fervently pray that his 
bright soul may rest among the just." na ne 


Praeses Sharf, of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, said: 
"We have noted with gratitude that the Roman Catholic Church, its episcopate 
and clergy have opened themselves to the evangelical ohurch under the Sea H At 
influence of the Pope," 


Others issuing statements inoluded: the former Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Lord Fisher; Dr. Archibald Craig, former moderator of the Church of Scot- 
land; Dr. Leslie Davison, president of the Methcdist Ccnference of Great 
Britain, and Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin. -.. BPS, Geneva 
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EPISCOPAL LEADERS CALL FOR 
ACTIVE SUPPORT OF INTEGRATION WORK 


(New York) - Against a national background of racial unrest, the Presiding 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States has called 

upon the church's 3,500,000 members actively to support protest movements 

throughuut the country aimed at securing equal rights for all citizens. 


In a statement marked with a sense of urgency, the Rt. Rev, Arthur 
Lichtenberger called attention to recent events in cities such as Birminghan, 
Chicago, Nashville, and Raleigh, and warned of "the possible imminenco of 
catastrophe" unless Negro demands for progress are met, : . 


"Men, women, and children are today risking their livelihood and their 
lives in protesting for their rights", he said. "We must support and 
strengthen their protest in every way possible, rather than to give support 
to the forces of resistance by our silence... There is urgent need to demen- 
strate by specific actions what God has laid cn us." 


_ He called upon the church's members to become specifically and indi- 
vidually involved —- in both North and South - in such community matters as 
housing, employment, public accommodations, and education; to give money 
to aid Negro Americans in "the costly struggle for equality"; and to act 
to end any kind of discrimination ... because "discrimination within the 
Body of the Church itself is an intolerable scandal". 


On Sunday, June 2, convregetions of Frotestant and Orthodox churohes 
across the nation marked the day as one of prayer "in penitence for recon- 
ciliation among different races in every community". The request that 
Whitsunday be marked with special prayer was made by the National Council 
of Churches. : 


The NCC's message, issued over the signature of its president, J. Irwin 
Miller, declared that "racial discrimination violates Christian love and is 
man's denial of God's rule and authority... It is an idolatrous substitution 
of the god of race supremacy for the holiness of the Lord ... vhose Spirit 
at Pentecost united men of diverse tongues and backgrounds in a new fellcow- 
ship of love." 


Other developments on the race-relations scene in the US last week 
included these: . 


Congregations in the state of Arkansas of the Presbyterian Church in 
the US (Southern) were urged to form bi-racial committees which would work 


to improve communication between Negroes and whites in their local communi- 
ties, ; 


The Texas Synod of the game church urged pulpit exchanges betwee white 
and Negro ministers in an effort to improve racial relations. 4 


The North Carolina Christian Student Workers Association, a group of 
denominational leaders from college: campuses, YMCAs and YWCAS, went on 
record in support of efforts to secure equal treatment for all customers 
in public businesses, regardless of race. | 


Also in North Carolina Protestant Episcopal bishops called on govern- 
ment officials to "act quickly and wisely" in easing racial tensions and in 
granting all men "the equality and dignity given to them by God". 


“Wake Forrest College, a Southern Baptist school in Winston Salem, N.C., 
admitted the first Negro student to its graduate school. The college ad- 


mitted its first full-time Negro undergraduate student for the opening of its 
fall term in 1962. 


Ce. 
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Meanwhile the Rev. A.D. King, brother of integrationist leader Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., told a meeting in Ocean City, N.J., that the pro- 
grese in the last decade in race relations "has been motivated by the ex- 
pediency of the economic or political situation. 


"Polivicians ‘will naturally respond when Negro votes are at stake", he 


said. "Most politicians are committed to votes, not human rights.!"! He 
challenged the Church to "take a stand for what is right, whether it is 
expedient, or not",. EPS, Geneva 


WCC TO PLAN STRATEGY FOR MEETING 
AFRICAN REFUGER SITUATIONS 


(Geneva) - Instead of meeting African refugee needs piecemeal, the Werld 
Council of Churches is to prepare an overall plan to cope with the total 
problem as it develops throughout the continent. Mes 


This decision is the outcome of a Suggestion made by Dr, Leslie E, Cooke, 
director of the WCC's Division cf Inter—Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, 
to the Division's Executive Committee when it met here this week. . 


The ixecutive Committee agreed that the total refugee problems of Africa 
must be regarded as One, and it authorized the Africa Secretary, Professor 
4.K, Matthews, to survey these as a whole and submit Suggestions to the full 
Divisional Committee when it meets in August. 


In advancing his propesal for an inclusive Survey, Dr. Cooke said that 
Since the Congo crisis, which began to emerge nearly three years ago, the 
Division had appealed to the member churches for help for refugees in many 
parts of Africa. | He noted that further appeals can be expected because 
there were signs of other crises ahead. 


Besides specific refugee needs calling for special feeding and clothing 
distribution programmes, the total African Situation called fcr crash pro- 
grammes to train pastors so that they could accept, almost at a moment!s 
notice, new respinsibilities thrust upon them by refugee problems; ~ the’ pro- 
visien of seeds, tocls, and agricultuzval equipment for rehabilitation pron 
jects; scholarships for come hundreds of students; and the strengthening 
of the many local churches which have only recently beccme independent. 


"One of the really impressive things about the way in which Africa ‘is 
trying to meet the needs of its refugees is the hospitality given by so many 
countries on that continent to uprooted people", Dr. Cooke told the Executive 
Committee. 


"From time to time during the last few years we have put out a series of 
appeals to deal with one facet cr another of the problem sf uprooted people 
in Africa, but their total needs have not been dealt with." 


He called Poa, lis strategic approach" to the question in ccnsgultation 
with National Councils cf Churches on the continent. He said this would 
require study nf the Situation, present and potential, throughout Africa. 


Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, director of the Lutheran World Federation's 
Department of World Service, reported that the Lutherans were embarking on a 
Similar on-the-spot enquiry in certain parts of Africa. The Executive Com- 
mittee, in authorizing Dr, Matthews to undertake the proposed survey, recom- 
mended that he shculd maintain close liaison and consultation with the Luther- 
an study for the purpose of evolving a coordinated plan of action. 

EPS, Geneva 
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POLISH PRIESTS ORDERED TO STAND TRIAL. Lae 
FOR VIOLATIONS OF RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION ‘LAW 


(Warsaw) - At least a dozen Roman Catholic priests in Western Poland have “ 
been ordered to stand trial for refusing to submit to new government regu- — 
lations affecting religious instruction, according to reports. here. | 


The priests are accused specifically of refusing to submit to local 
Communist Party officiais lists of pupils attending the religious. classes 
held in churches, church halls, and even in private homes. — 


Four priests have already been fined up to the equivalent of $400 for 
refusing to admit government inspectors demanding the right to supervise 
the religious classes. ha dk ea tie 4 (i : ; 


Unable to pay such large sums - several times more than their monthly 
salaries -— the priests have had all their private belongings, including 
books, confiscated by the authorities, the reports said. 


The new measures are part of a drive inaugurated in April by Communist 
‘Party secretaries in various parts of the country in-a fresh attempt to 
check efforts by Catholic priests to utilize every means of continuing 
religious instruction now that such training has been severely curtailed, 
and almost banished, from the schools. — : EPS, Geneva 


DE GAULLE ASKED TO AID 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


(Paris) “- The Committee for Aid to Conscientious Objectors in France has 
serit an open letter to General de Gaulle and Prime Minister Pompidou — 
pressing for enactment of a statute for conscientious objectors. 


_ The government had earlier pledged that such legislation would be 
adopted. Fan, Wry Pes 


"We respectfully urge you not to let anyone contest your promise!.,... 
the letter said. "In order to settle this pairful problem,we ask that -a 
draft statute be drawn up which will be ‘acceptable to conscientious ob. +23 


-71 


jectors, and which will not on any account place them under nilitary control." 


The more than 100 signers of the letter included the Rev. Charles 
Westphal, president of the French Protestant Federation, and Father -Avril, 
Ow kis P . cath ; EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN BAPTISTS pLO- STUDY 
UNION WITH OTHER DENOMINATIONS 


(New York) - The General Council of the American (Northern) Baptist Con- 
vention has voted to name a six-member committee "to explore merger talks 
with the Seventh-Day Baptist General Conference, the Disciples of Christ, 
and the Church of the Brethren". = . | ‘ 
The American Baptist Convention spent the years 1949-1952 discussing 
union with the Disciples of Christ but came to no agreement. 


“BPS, Geneva 
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‘ ANGLICAN-METHODIST REPORT 


IS CRITICIZED 


(London) - Strong criticism of the report on the recent conversations 
between the Church of England and the Methodist Church is contained in a: 
statement issued here by the Society of the Holy Cross. 


The Society, which describes itself as "the oldest of the Anglican 
Catholic societies for priests", has a membership of 140. 


The statement, which incorporated resolutions approved at a recent 
meeting of the Society, says that it considers that the teport expresses 
"insufficient agreement in the essentials of the Catholic faith, without 
which there can be no true unity". 


It declares that the “eport has been drawn up on the basis of compro-- 
mise, and expresses an external, but not a genuinely internal, agreement 
as to a common conception of ie Christian faith. 


It asks that terms used in the report Skstotey be much more clearly 
defined, EPS, Geneva 


UNPRECEDENTED PROTESTANT-CATHOLIC. 
"DIALOGUE" HELD IN COLOMBIA 


(Bogota) - Fifteen Protestant and eleven Catholic clergy and laymen have 
gathered here for an "informal. and friendly exchange of ideas" on inter- 
confessional relations in this country. ‘ 


The conversations were unprecedented in this predominantly Roman 
Catholic country. Details of the meeting were not announced, but it was 
reported that subjects discussed included evangelization cf nominal. 
Christians and non-Christians, the problem of proselytism, and anti-Protest- 
ant and anti-Catholic literature. 


The meeting was held dat the home of the Rev. Arnfeld C. Morck, presi~i: 
dent of the Evangelical Lutheran Church-Colombia Synod. ae th 


A leader of the Catholic participants was Father Alfred Morin, rector 
of Bogota's archdiocesan Major Seminary, who invited Protestants to attend 
a similar meeting at his seminary, The priest also presented a major . 
paper on Protestant-Catholic relations in Colombia. EPS, Geneva: 


RUTH WOODSMALL, 79, 
YWCA LEADER, DIES 


(New York) = Miss Ruth F. Woodsmall, who was general secretary of the World 
YWCA from 1934 to 1947, died here on May 25 at the age of 79. 


Miss Woodsmall was well-known in international and ecumenical circles 
for her breadth of vision and for the drive and energy she put into her 
wide field of interests throughout her long and active life. Apart from 
her years of service in the World YWCA, she was noted particularly. for her: 
work in Germany soon after the war, when she was Chief of the Division at ty 


“Women's Affairs of the Military Government for the US Zone of Germany. She 


also was the author of several studies of the situation of women in Moslem 
countries, including"Moslem.Women Enter a New Werld! (1936); and "Women and 
the New East" (1960).. ) EPS, Geneva 
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LATIN AMERICAN LEADERS VOTE TO 
START INTERDENOMINATIONAL BIBLE SEMINARY 


(Cochabamba, Bolivia) - Latin American church and Bible seminary leaders and 
missionaries working on the continent meeting here have agreed to form a 
Bolivian Association for Theological Education. . 


They also voted to set up an inter-denominational Bible school to pro- 
vide advanced training for clergy and laity. 


Both steps are expected to have far reaching influence on the work of 
the churches in this South American country. 


In agreeing to establish an Association for Theological Education it 
was noted that its membership could later be extended to include Chile, 
Peru, and Ecuador. A similar association already exists for Brazil, 
Argentina, and Mexico. rene . | 


There are at present 22 Bible schools in Bolivia with a combined 
enrollment of 302 students. 


The Rev. cosé Miguez Bonino, president of the Faculty of Protestant 
Theology, Buenos Aires, Argentina, described the meeting,which dealt with 
problems of theological training,as "an event of great importance ...+ both 
for Bolivia and for the whole of Latin America. 


"Protestant Christians (in Latin America) have been able better tc 
realize what they are as a result of it and more clearly to define the 
nature of their ministry", he said. EPS, Geneva 


100 AUSTRALIAN PROTESTANTS SHARE 
IN ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS: 


(Perth) - Some 100 members of Anglican, Congregational, and Presbyterian 
churches accepted the invitation of Father Kelly, a Roman Catholic priest, 
to share in a Mass of the Holy Spirit, held during the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, marked here last week. ? 


Hymns were sung in English and while the priest read the lessons in 
Latin they were read simultaneously in English. Father Stinson sf the 
adjoining parish gave a commentary in English to enable the visitors to 
share fully in the Mass. | : 


The service concluded with all joining together in the prayer of Abbé 
Couturier, the French Roman Catholic priest who was known as "the apostle 
of unity", This was followed by the Lord!s Prayer. This is the second. 
year that such a service has been held. EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST MISSIONARIES IN HAITI 
PLAN TO STAY DESPITE CRISIS 


(Wheaton, Ill.) - The director of the Conservative Baptist Home Mission Society 
stated here that their three missionary families in Haiti would continue te 
stay and work there despite the continuing political crisis in that country. 


Dr. Rufus Jones, general director of the mission, said their missionaries 
were in no immediate danger and would stay there until advised to leave by. the 
US State Department. He noted that the areas in which their missionaries 
were working were generally calm and without undue tension. So far there has 
been no restriction upon their work because of the recent political develop~ 
ments. EPS, Geneva 
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BISHOP MITZENHEIM STRESSES 
UNITY OF GERMAN CHURCHES 


(Eisenach, DDR) - Bishop Moritz Mitzenheim told church leaders of the 
Evangelical. Lutheran Church of Thuringia meeting here that the unity of the 
_-ohurches.in Eastern and Western Germany lies much deeper than crganization 
or function. 


Despite the fact of their Separation, he said, "that. unity cannot be 
destroyed by the present Situation,. although it may be disturbed", 


He added that "although the Church does not have a.political task, if 
necessary it must take a definite stand on public questions in the light of 
the Gospel. 


"As Lutheran churchmen we respect governmental authority, and expect 
it to maintain freedom of belief, conscience and worship", he: said. 


"It is the job of church leaders to ensure that the Church has suffi- 
cient scope for its service, and if necessary they must fight to ensure 
this right," EPS, Geneva 


UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES LAUNCH CAMPAIGN 
TO RAISE SCRIPTURE DISTRIBUTION TO 150,000,000 


(Tokyo) - A campaign to raise world-wide Scripture distribution in the next 
three years to 150,000,000 copies annually - a tripling of the present rate - 
has been launched by the Council of the United Bible Societies (UBS). 


The ambitious attempt to boost distribution of Bibles, Testaments and 
selections was announced by Dr. Frederick Donald Coggan, Archbishop of York, 
president of the UBS. 


He addressed a special Pentecost service held at closing sessions of 
the Council of the UBS, an organization of 23 national Bible societies 
working in over 100 countries. 


"The world's population increases by 60 million every twelve menths. 
Are these tens of millions to be deprived of the possibility of reading at 
least some part of God's Word?", he asked. 


.. At present, it was noted, the world's Bible societies Cistribute about 
90,000,000 copies of Scripture annually. The total includes scme 8,500,000 
complete Bibles and New Testaments, i 3 EPS, Geneva 


APPEALS FOR HUMANITY IGNORED , 
GERMAN CHURCH LEADERS CHARGE 


(Hanover) - German church leaders have expressed "great disappointment" that 
"despite all the appeals for humanity, there have not yet been any signs of 
relaxation of the tension due to the situation caused by the construction of 
the 'Berlin Wall!", ~ «°° | 


Clergy and laity of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hanover meeting 
here urged that the churches continue to do everything possible "to prevent 
elementary human matters from becoming disastrously mixed up with the great 
political struggle". | 


"The real test of a political system", they said, "is whether it 
genuinely serves human needs". EPS, Geneva 
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BOSSEY STUDENTS AGREE ON 
VALUE OF FIELD VISITS 


(Geneva) - The thirteen students from the recent session of the World Council 
of Churches! Graduate School who participated in an experimental three | 
months! tour. of ecumenical centres in Europe have agreed unanimously that the 
visits were worthwhile. (See EPS No. 9) | 


Meeting last week at the Institute for an evaluation session, they 
reported that the visits had deepened their ecumenical experience and en- 
abled them to gain a much clearer understanding of the practical problems 
facing the churches, ; 


During the three months they visited lay centres, evangelical academies, 
industrial missions, refugee work, and inter-church aid teams. 


Dr, H.H. Wolf, school director, said that it seems evident that such an 
extension of the Graduate School session offers a much more complete and 
challenging "ecumenical formation" than that available through the academic 
courses alone. Bie GRog EPS, Geneva” 


LAYMEN DEBATE 
FUTURE OF EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 


(Geneva) - A group of top-ranking Christian laymen in government and econ- 
omic affairs in Hurope has agreed here that despite the stresses placed upon 
the European community by the rejection of Great Britain as a Commen Marke s 
member, Europe must not permit debate about this icsve to draw its attention 
from three urgent tasks. 


It listed these as: 
- preservation of the Common Market; 


- synchronization of next steps within the "Six" and of trade negotiations 
within GATT (General Agreement on Tarifs and Trades) in order to keep the 
Common Market open to new relations with the rest of the world; 


- development of common actions in the political and military field, 
especially with regard to the control of nuclear weapons. 


These points were made in a report of a meeting of the Committee on 
Christian Responsibility for European Cooperation, an unofficial ecumenical 
body formed in 1951, which met last week in Geneva. Chairman cf the group 
is Dr. C.L. Patijn, member of the Dutch parliament. Vice-chairmen are 
Professor André Philip, leading French socialist and professor at the Sor- 
bonne; and Dr. Walter Bauer, German industrialist. The 12 members repre- 
sented all countries of estern Europe. 


- The report of the discussions, whieh were characterized by lively 
debate, declared that "one of the main causes of the breakdown of the negoti- 
ations with Great Britain was an agreement between the United States and 
Great Britain with regard to their nuclear defence. 


"At the present time a very fundamental debate is being waged within 
the Atlantic Alliance as to the sharing of responsibility in nuclear defence", 
it declared. "There are many divergent opinions ranging from the demand for 
national nuclear deterrents to the rejection of any European deterrents and 
the concentration of all nuclear power in the hands of the United States," 


_as 
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It continued: "In accepting the necessity of a nuclear equilibrium 
between East and West it is more than ever necessary to understand what co- 
existence implies. It should be accepted that Communism cannot be reduced 
by force and that the Western world cannot impose its colution from outside 
on the Communist world. The hope for the future is in a gradual evolution ji 
in the Communist nations towards the recognition of fundamental freedoms. ; 
The great contribution of the Western world could be to demonstrate that in 
all its economic dynamism it is able to keep alive the basic concern for 
democracy, for justice and for its soul," 


It urged that "every use should be made of exchange in the various 
fields, religious, cultural, economic.,." EPS, Geneva 


BRAZILIAN PROTESTANTS CLAIM 
STATE SCHOOLS TEACH CATHOLICISM 


(Sao Paulo, Brazil) - Protestant groups in the Brazilian state of Sao Paulo 
have objected to regulations they claim give Roman Catholics exolusive 
privileges to teach religion in the public schools. 


A delegation of the Protestant bodies, headed by a representative of 
the Brazilian Evangelical Confederation, registered their protest with Sao 
Paulo's governor, Adhemar de Barros. 


The main objection centres on regulations signed by the state secretary 
of education, Father Januario Baleeiro, a Catholic priest, The regulations, 
they said, permit only Catholicism to be taught in the schools. 


A spokesman for the group said the governor was receptive about the 
complaints and promised to investigate the matter. EPS, Geneva 


PASTOR BOEGNER RECEIVED AS 
MEMBER OF FRENCH ACADEMY 


(Paris) - Pastor Marc Boegner, 82, the "grand old man" of French Protestant- 
ism, has been received into the company of France's "40 immortals", 


_. The world famous ecumenical leader was welcomed into membership in the 
French Academy at a solemn ceremony here Thursday, June 6. He had been 
elected in November, 1962. 


: He is the first Protestant clergyman to become an Academy member in its 
three-century history. gb . 


Dr. Boegner, who is a former president of the World Council of Churches, 
in his maiden speech to the assembled "immortals" referred to a matter close 
to his heart - the cause of Christian unity, 


He warned that following the line of theological indifferentism, i.e. 
the position that matters of confession and faith are secondary, could only 
lead to dangerous confusions. 


"Christian unity can only be restored in a very different way", he 
declared. "This is the way of common deepening of revealed truth and of 
overcoming contemporary confessional positions so that we may find a fullness 
which no church has yet preached or experienced." 


Pastor Boegner!'!s lifetime of church leacgership includes the presidency 
of the Reformed Church of France (1938-50) and of the French Prctestant 
Federation (1929-61). EPS, Geneva 
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WCC, EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 
REPRESENTATIVES MEET 


(Geneva) - Representatives of the Huropean Evangelical Alliance and staff 
members of the World Council of Churches met at Presinge, near here, for a 
two-day meeting last week to clarify relations between the two bodies. “The 
meeting was held et the suggestion of the Alliance's presidium. — 


Discussions dealt with theological as well as practical concerns and 
included the question of the nature of the Church, and the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity, particularly with reference to the different under- 
standing of the two bodies as to the meaning and purpose of the Week. 


Both Alliance and WCC representatives agreed at the conclusion of the 
meeting that closer contacts are necessary and that similar meetings should 
be held in the future. 


The Alliance, which is the European section of the former World Evan- 
gelical Alliance (now World Evangelical. Fellowship), includes both churches 
and individuals in its membership. It played a significant role in the 
early development of the ecumenical movement. 


Representatives of the Alliance attending were: Dr. Rolf Brockhaus, of 
Wuppertal, Germany; Dr. Paul Deitenbeck, Ludenscheid, Germany; Dr. George:. 
Dolman, Davos, Switzerland; Dr. Paul Schmidt, Berlin; and Dr. .Werner Wagen 
of Hallau bei Schaffhausen, switzerland. 


World’ Council representatives included Dr. W eA. Visser.!t Hooft, general 
secretary, and Dr. Norman Goodall, Dr. Paul 8. Minear, Bishop Lesslie 
Newbigin, Dr. Lukas Vischer, Dr. H.H. Wolf, and the Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber. 

| : i eee EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND CONDEMNS CATHOLIC 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS MIXED MARRIAGES 


(Edinburgh) -.The attitude of the Roman Catholic Church to "mixed marriages" 
between Roman Cathclics and Protestants, has been condemned by the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland meeting here. 


A report stating the ne temere decree has no legal standing was approved 
and a copy of it will be sent to the Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity at the Vatican, . 


The report stated that the ne temere regulations were first promulgated 
in Britain in 1908 and that under them no marriage of a Roman Catholic is 
considered valid unless celebrated before a Roman Catholic priest. 


"Wholly obnoxious and an affront to reformed Scctland", was how the 
decree was described by the Rev. Dr. Thomas Maxwell, secretary of the 
Assembly's Church and Nation Committee which presented the report. 


In other sessions the Assembly: 


Remitted the question of the admittance of women to the ministry to its 
Panel on Doctrine for further consideration. The panel will report to next 
year's Assembly. 
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Heard Professor T,F. Torrance, professor at New College, Edinburgh, 
say that the church was Sending the wrong type of delegates to ecumenical 
gatherings, He said "we and other churches send too many people (to such 
meetings) who just go there for friendly chit-chat". He said the church 
ehould send people who are not content just to be committee representatives, 
but "are prepared to work and think hard and to make positive contributions". 


Elected as new moderator the Rev. James S. Stewart, of New College, 
Edinburgh. 


Moderator Stewart, in an address to the Assembly, called upon the 
church to be the "conscience of the nation" by speaking out on such issues 
as disarmament, poverty, population explosion, unemployment, and racial 
discrimination. EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


Dr. John Robinson, Anglican Bishop of Woolwich, England, author of the 
controversial best seller "Honest To God", plans a second book to help 
clarify his position, More than. 280,000 copies of "Honest To God" are-in 
‘print in Britain, the USA, and Australia. Editions are also scheduled in 
Germany, Sweden, Denmark, and the Netherlands. The Student Christian 
Movement Press which published the book has reported that it has been asked 
to pay the author's royalties into a new charitable trust to aid Christian 
causes, 


% ¥* Ke 


German Evangelical overseas missionary personnel have increased from 
180 to 1,155 since the end of World War II, according to a 1963 yearbook 
published in Hamburg. It reported that the number - which includes doctors, 
nurses and teachers as well as pastors - had more than doubled since 1952, 
when there were 499 German Evangelical missionaries abroad. German Protes- 
tant missionaries are working in India, Indonesia, South Africa, Ethiopia, 
Egypt, Japan, and New Guinea. Medical work is especially stressed in 
German missions. 


* * * 


Some 45 leaders of World Council of Churches-sponsored ecumenical work 
camps, guests, WCC staff, and others met last week fer the annual confer- 
ence of work camp leaders. Tt was held at the WCC's Ecumenical Institute, 
at Bossey, by the Youth Department which this year will sponsor 50 camps 
involving 1,000 persons in 32 countries around the world. 


* * * 


All major churches, except the Roman Catholic, are supporting a new 
monthly church newspaper, Contact, which is planned to circulate in the 
West of England starting in January. It is hoped that the first edition 
will sell 25,000 copies at sixpence each. A committee has been formed to 
launch an appeal for £1,000 to start the paper and float a company. "After 
that the venture will be an entirely commercial one, although we are nct 
interested in making money", a spokesman said. He added that "news merit" 
will determine what is printed and that it will cover the views cf the 
Church on local news and affairs. 


* 5 a 


Societies belonging to the Swiss Protestant Missionary Council had the 
following personnel working for them in mission fields abroad at the close 
of 1963, according to statistics issued last week: 93 pastors, 31 doctors, 
107 nurses, 75 teachers and 83 other workers. Altogether, including the 
missionaries! wives, the total was 539 persons. EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


BKID LHADERS TELL EAST GERMAN 
CHRISTIANS FIRST ALLUGIANCE IS TO GOD 


(Berlin) - Hast German leaders of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) 
have adopted a declaration here stressing that the Church cannot remain 
Silent if the state misuses its power, and calling on Christians to give 
their first allegiance to God. 


The churchmen's stand was contained in a ten-article statement outline 
ing EKID's position in relation to the Socialist state and Marxist ideology. 


It was issued by the Conference of Evangelical Churches in the DDR, an 
organization which represents leading officials of all the Evangelical 
regional churches (landeskirchen) in Bast Germany. 


Dealing with subjects including justice, soience, labour, church life, 
and the question of supreme authority in the Soviet Zone, the statement 
declares: 


"We would betray our faith if we interpret and unreservedly accept 
historical and social conditions as the immediate manifestation of God's 
will. We must differentiate between the Church's due service to public 
and state order and life, and our necessary resistance to atheistic policies." 


Condemning atheistic ideology and Marxist idolization of lahour, the 
churchmen declared that "we would confuse men's conscience if we would not 
contradict the assertion that God!s commandments and the ‘ten commandments 
of socialist morals! had common humanist objectives". 


In an obvious reference to the Hast German Christian Democratic Union 
and a small number of "progressive" pastors, the declaration said "we 
betray our faith if we believe that we should provide God's word with 
authority and respect by using it to support seoular objectives or if we 
give way to the seductive idea that certain social orders as such material-— 
ize what is in accordance with faith". 


Asserting that "all secular justice must respect the dignity cf God" 
and support the "equality of all before the law", it was stated that the 
Church must "stand up for, suffer with and assist those who are threatened 
by injustice", 


The declaration!s article on supreme authority and relationships to the 
state underscored the responsibility of the Church to "stand up for truth" 
and cbject to the misuse of power. 


"According to God's will, He also governs men through secular state 
power, which has to see to justice, peace and order", it said. "We honour 
this graceful order cf God by praying for and respecting this supreme 
authority. 


"Holders of state powers remain in God's hands and under his erders 
even if they fail to carry them out", the declaration said. 


It continued: "Believers must not become indifferent to the world and 
retreat behind charch walls or leave responsibility. which is imposed upen 
all, to individual persons, groups, or church organizations." 
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"God alone is the Church's master, to whom it cwes cbedience and in no 
historical situation is the Church released from its mission,'' 


The "outward order and form" of the Church is subject to changes, it 
was stated, "but this order must always be in harmony with the Church's 
essence and tasks". 


Concerning reconciliation and neace, the declaration stressed duties of 
the Church in the secular realm, saying peace efforts by the Church must: not 
be subjected "to yardsticks of human ideological or political plavforms". 


"We turn a deaf ear to ideas of hatred, defamation and revenge’ because 
they are contradictory. to God's will for love and reconciliation", it said. 


The declaration also advocated legal protection of conscientious 
objectors in the Soviet Z-ne and establishment of a chaplaincy for the 
soviet Zone army. . 


A concluding article said the "Lord's victory gives the Church confid- 
ence and strength to endure secular life's sufferings patiently. 


"Out of this confidence it warns all men against the attempt to. redeem 
themselves through works of their cwn; therefore, world revolution cannot . 
ve the ultimate salvation nor is the creation of a new (socialist) type of 
man in the new (socialist) scciety the ultimate completion of history." 

EPS, Geneva 


SoS ee ee eee eee 


GENEVA SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 36 71 30 
CABLES “OIKOUMENE” 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U. S. ENQUIRIES : 
WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 27 


TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 


No. 22/30th Year | 14th June, 1963 


' On Other Pages 


Christians Must Set Religious Liberty Example, Experts Declare .. 3 
Italian Methodists Ask Conscientious DDG eON Le ga Sle Chom ls ya esl ee 
New Christian Newspaper Planned in Sarawak ........s«e.e.e 6 
Catbolle Journal Critical of Spanish Réeime vests Mee oh he", 6 
Retiring US Leader Urges Closer Confessional COOMGLE TRON, # u/s 16) oe ee 
WCC Churches Aid Hast Pakistan Lod ONS tan Donate veo ke Celt tate, chy, eee gee 
DEAD URE OS Sete. Hater, Goa Pape song cl ey Fle soy leet eit; ae Pgh Weta ae Sy cay Wagan GE 
Special Report: Report Condemns "Deplorable" Living 

Conditions of Migrants in Europe: Ecumenical Action ULZeas ce. otc eee 


CCSA TO PLANT 
70 MILLION TREES IN ALGERIA 


(Geneva) - The churches!’ present programme of planting 21,000,000 trees in 
Algeria, to provide work for the unemployed and arrest soil erosion, is now 
to be stepped up to 70 million trees and will be continued until mid-1965. 


This was authorized by the Christian Committee for Service in Algeria 
Codes) when it met here last week. CCSA is an independent body on which 
17 churches and church~related agencies, including the World Council. of 
Churches, the Lutheran World Federation and the YMCA and YWCA are repres-~ 
ented. 


The present tree-planting programme was to have terminated. next May 
but the Algerian government has strongly pressed CCSA to continue its work. 


So far, 1,200,000 trees have been planted. These have been grown in 
eight nurseries established by CCSA and have been set out on 27 sites. 
The work has given employment to more than 78,000 men who are paid in food 
for themselves and their families. In this way about 400,000 people have 
benefited. 


So far these "wages" have totalled 6,735 tons of semolina, 275 tons of 
Olig vend 97 tone of milk, as well as 6,000 blankets and 197 tons of cloth- 
ing. . 


Published under the auspices of: World Council of Churches . World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 

Women’s Christian Association . World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 
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Two hundred war widows have been set to work making reed mats to pra- 
tect the saplings. Other subsidiary work provided by the programme has 
been the gathering of pine cones for seeds to be used in the nurseries, and 
the repair and upkeep of tools and forestry equipment. 


Pastor Hans Aurbakken, CCSA director, reported to the Committee that 
milk, sugar, and flour, mainly "surplus" commodities given through the USA 
government for CCSA to distribute, are now being supplied to 298 milk 
stations mostly in Eastern Algeria. Almost 140,000 children receive milk 
once a day from these stations. A new development is to be the intro- 
duction of a mobile unit to extend the distribution of milk to needy 
children. 


Pastor Aurbakken also reported that the staff of CCSA currently numbers 
120 persons, of whom 53 are Algerians, 19 Americans, 17 French, 10 Swiss, 5 
Canadians, 5 Germans, 5 Dutch, 5 British, and 1 Swedish. . 


In five months CCSA's medical service, manned by two doctors and seven 
nurses, has given 22,000 consultations and nearly 2,000 vaccinations, made 
284 house visits, carried out 176 X-ray examinations, sent 92 patients to 
hospital, and provided ambulance services 95 times. 


The medical staff operates two dispensaries and-uses two mobile clinics 
provided by the Lutheran World Federation and churches in Germany andat 
Sweden. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN BISHOPS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
HIT GOVERNMENT'S "CONTROL" LAWS 


(Johannesburg) . An Anglican bishop charged here that South Africa's General 
Law Amendment Act, designed to control so-called subversives, may be used 
against churchmen and persons to whom they must minister. 


Bishop Leslie Stradling of Johannesburg said that under terms of the 


act a clergyman could be detained for interrogation after receiving "con- 
fidences from a detained person". 


He also held the law would permit the government to refuse all spiritual 
ministrations to detainees. | 


The fact churchmen here had not raised a public protest, Bishop 
Stradling said, did not mean that they were indifferent to the act's 
’ significance. } | 
Meanwhile, Anglican Bishop John Hunter of St. George in the Cape Pro- 


vince, protested provisions of the government's Coloured Persons Hducation 
Act on several counts. cst 


He said that while the act claimed to provide a good education for 
native Africans, it carried no guarantees that its standards must be main- 
tained by all succeeding government administrations. 


He also pointed out that the act impinged upon church-related schools. 
The Minister of Education, he charged, could, if he wished, prescribe by 
regulation what religious instruction could be given in denominational 
schools; he could also transfer without appeal any teacher to another 
school. EPS, Geneva 
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CHRISTIANS MUST SET RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
EXAMPLE, EUROPEAN EXPERTS DECLARE 


(Geneva) ~ Christians themselves must sct the example of true religious 
freedom to the world and cannot expect the state to make special legal — 
provisions in this regard, a group of Buropean religious liberty experts 
meeting here have declared. 


Therefore, they emphasized, Christians have the responsibility for 
Seeing that the biblically-based conception of freedom is translated into 
terms of common numan -rights for all peoples. 


The comments are made in a list of conclusions issued as the basis for 
further study and discussion by a three-day European Consultation on 
Religious Liberty. 


Participants came from Great Britain, Spain, the Netherlands, Germany, 
Switzerland, Rumania, Italy, France, and the USSR, . . 


A similar meeting is planned in Rochester, New York, in August for 
North American participants. . Conclusions of-the European group's meeting 
will be circulated for advance study by participants in. the Rochester 
meeting. 


Noting that "religious liberty is a consequence of Christian freedom 
itself", the group declared that "this freedom is the source of every man's 
right Ang responsibility to choose or reject the truth and even to change 
his position of faith. 


"The biblical foundation of this freedom of choice is to be found in 
the full meaning and message of the Gospel", they affirmed, adding that in 
the biblical view man is a sinner and "Christians are well aware of the © 
obstacles which full realization of freedom encounters in this world and 
in théir own hearts, 


"Nevertheless (we must) strive with all (our) strength for its achieve- 
ment," 


Asserting that "religious liberty must be vindicated in ways applicable 
to the widely different situations in which various confessions find them- 
selves", they noted that "no particular kind of relationship between church 
and state can be regarded as normative", 


However, they warned: "The existence of such conditions and the 
adaptation of the principles to them must not be taken as an excuse for 
narrowing the range of freedom. Essential standards must be maintained. 


"Questions of religious liberty are also bound up with the relations 
between religion and society", they said. "Therefore adequate conditions 
of religious liberty require both legal provision and factual realization 
in society. . 


"The religious liberty which the Church proclaims should not be under- 
stood as indifference; it is founded upon the biblical revelation and not 
on a relativist conception of faith." 


The group asked that further study be made of how the many and varied 
convictions can be related to ecumenically accepted standards. 


Papers read to the meeting included reports on current developments in 
Spain, Italy, Communist countries, and in relation to the Roman Catholic 
Church. EPS, Geneva 
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TTALIAN METHODISTS ASK 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR LEGISLATION 


(Rome) - The annual conference of the Evangelical Methodist Church of 
Italy has called upon the Italian government to enact legislation which 
would recognize the rights of conscientious objectors. 


In a unanimously adopted statement which has been forwarded to Italian 
government officials, the conference declared that such. legislation would 
be fully in keeping with the Italian Constitution. 


The statement calls attention to the fact that several Italian youth ° 
are currently serving prison sentences for refusing to bear arms. 


Their opinions are "worthy of respect", the message said, regardless 
of whether or not one shares their convictions. “3 


In another action the conference expressed its deep sympathy and 
"solidarity" with Dr, Martin Luther King and other Christian pastors and 
laymen seeking an end to racial segregation in the United States. 


They cited their "faithful witness to the equality before God of men 
of every race and colour" and prayed for them "the blessings of our common 
Saviour", ee 


The conference approved programmes of cooperation with the Waldensian 
Church in the field of the pastoral ministry, evangelization, and press 
work, and examined the possibilities of expanding such cooperative work 
with other churches in Italy. : ; 


It also laid plans for an Italian Evangelical Congress to be held in 
late 1964. . . . 


The conference, which was also attended by a delegation of the Walden- 
sian Church and by representatives of Methodist churches from abroad, re- _ 
elected Pastor Mario Sbaffi as president and named Dr. Franco Becchino as 
vice-president, and Pastor Pier Paolo Grassi as secretary. EPS, Geneva 


CEYLON BUDDHISTS PROTEST 
GOVERNMENT SCHOOL TAKE-OVER 


(Colombo, Ceylon) - Managers of 200 former Buddhist schools have announced 
that they will seek legal opinion on the validity of the Assisted Schools 
and Training Colleges Act under which the government in 1961 assumed con- 
trol of all schools related to religious bodies. 


-An announcement said the Buddhist educators would ask the government 
to hand back the schools because "the children are not receiving a proper. 
religious education ... under the control of the State", pa FL gy 


They also said that the "Act is against the principles of natural 
justice, as no provision has been made for the payment of compensation for 
the take-over of private property and trust property". 


The 1961 Act also placed the schools of Roman Catholic and Protestant 
churches under government control. Hala EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. LEADERS ASK FURTHER STUDY OF 
STATEMENT OPPOSING PUBLIC SCHOOL DEVOTIONS 


(New, York) - A National Council of Churches statement opposing devotional 
religious acts in US public schools was withdrawn for further study and 
revision after it encountered strong opposition at the NCC's General Board 
meeting here. . fe ; 


Opposition included a memorandum submitted by a representative of the 
Greek Orthodox Church which said that if the statement was adopted the 
church would be forced."to review its present relationship with the Council". 


The proposed pronouncement opposed "the devotional use of the Bible in 
the public’ school programme' and endorsed the US supreme Court ruling which 
declared unconstitutional the recitation in New York State public schools 
of a prayer composed by the New York State Board of Regents. 


The Greek Orthodox memorandum read to the board on behalf of Archbishop 
takovos, head of the Greek Orthodox’ Church in North and South America, 
called the statement disturbing and questioned whether it represented "the 
Orthodox point of view, or the point of view any Christian religious body 
should take", 


The statement also was the target of attacks by Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, 
outgoing president of New York's Union Theological Seminary, who called it 
ambiguous, too broad an endorsement of the Supreme Court, and lacking 
sufficient emphasis on the Christian concepts of truth and Cod, 


A representative of the NCC's Division of Christian Education, which — 
prepared the statement, speaking in its defence said that it was explicit 
in limiting its approval to the Supreme Court ruling on the New York Prayer 
and did not seek to express itself on all the implications of the opinion, 


'In another session the General Board named Dr. R.H. Kawin Espy as 
general secretary. He will be the first layman to hold the top executive 
post. “He has been associate general secretary since 1958. He succeeds 
Dr. Roy G.: Ross, who is retiring after Serving as secretary since 1954. 
Dr. Espy is a member of the American Baptist Convention. (See page a) 

EPS,..Geneva 


GERMAN BAPTISTS PLAN 
MISSION WORK EXPANSION 
(Recklinghausen, Germany) - The Federal Council of Baptist Churches in 


Germany has laid plans for stepping up its evangelistic and missionary 
efforts both at home and abroad. 


Its annual meeting here approved plans for. expansion of the Baptist 
Tent Mission programme which will visit over 100 West German communities 
this year. It also authorized construction of several new educational 
and welfare institutions in Germany and expansion of its mission work in 
Cameroons hoy i | ; 


The conference was attended by representatives of Baptist churches; in. 
the Netherlands, Belgium, France, England, Sweden, Switzerland, and Austria. 
However, for the second successive year no representatives were present 
from East Germany because of the Bast German government travel ban. 

BPS, Geneva 
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NEW CHRISTIAN NEWSPAPER 
PLANNED IN SARAWAK 


(Sibu, Sarawak) ~ Church leaders meeting here have announced plans for a 
new Christian newspaper to be called Berita Keristin (Christian News) for 
distribution in Sarawak. 


The plans grew out of a Christian Writers! Workshop attended by 
twenty persons representing three churches, four nations, and six tribes. 
It was held at the Methodist Theological School. 


Participants also announced a stepped-up programme of publication of 
tracts on moral and ethical problems confronting people in Sarawak. 


It was the first such workshop to involve ine major Protestant churches 
Sarawak, and observers noted that sessions were marked by a high degree of 
cooperation between leaders in literacy~literature work and in Christian 
education. 


Sessions focussed on production of Christian literature for new. 
literates and materials for use in the churches' programme of Christian 
education. ye. i ' EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC JOURNAL CRITICAL 
OF SPANISH REGIME 


(Madrid) - Implied criticism of the Franco régime, based on Pope John's” 
recent encyclical, was carried in a leading Roman Catholic publication here 
in an article written by a former Spanish ambassador to the Vatican. 


The article, critical of undemocratic procedures in government, was 
contained in Ecclesia, weekly organ of Spanish Catholic Action and a publi- 
cation often said to reflect the views of Enrique Cardinal Pla y Deniel, 
Archbishop of Toledo and Primate of Spain. 


Author of the article was Joaquin Ruiz-Jimenez, ex-Ambassador *o the 
Holy See and former Spanish Minister of Education, who is now a professor 
of constitutional law at Salamanca University. 


His article, which dealt at length with Pope John XXITI's encyclical, 
Pacem in Terris, reviewed the duties of governments in establishing lasting 
world peace, 


Observers noted that the implied attack on the Franco régime came in a 
passage which declared that the "Christian conception of political order 
is essentially democratic. 


"Authority resides in the consent of the persons who form, as living 
members, the political community", he wrote. "Citizens',he declared,"have 
the right to determine the form of government they want and to define the 
way it should be conducted". 


Senor Ruiz-Jimenez is an important figure among Christian Democrat 
elements in Spain where the leading political party is the Falange con- 
trolled by General Franco. His article was regarded as reflecting the 
views of moderate and internationally-minded Spanish Catholics. 

| | EPS, Geneva 


in 


No, 22 - 14th June, 1963 ie, 


AUSTRALIAN MISSIONARY COUNCIL . 
SPEAKS ON ABORIGINES ASSIMILATION POLICY 


(Sydney) - A statement rejecting any government policy which would force or 
tend to force Aborigines to assimilate has been issued by the National 
Missionary Council of Australia, . 


The Council, representing church bodies involved in work for and among 
Aborigines, also defined five principles which, it says, must be regarded 
as fundamental to any policy related to the Aborigines, 


Asserting that Aborigines form a distinct ethnic group and have rights, 
as a@ responsible people, which must be recognized and safeguarded, it — 
declares that no law which limits their political or social rights on the 
sole ground of race or culture can be tolerated. 


Further it declares that the assimilation of Aborigines into the life 
of the community must be subject to their consent, and must not be forced. 
Aborigines must have the opportunity to participate freely in drawing up 
plans and executing all policies which concern their welfare, and they have 
a just claim to adequate provision for their economic, social and education- 
al advancement, it states. p 


The statement has been sent to the responsible State and Federal govern- 
ment officials. EPS, Geneva 


CONCLAVE TO ELECT NEW © 
POPE WILL OPEN JUNE 19 


(Rome) - The conclave for the election of a new Pope will begin June 19. 


The date was set by a meeting of 32 cardinals acting on behalf cf the 
Sacred College of Cardinals, which is serving as the interim government of 
the church. 


After preliminaries the election will start in the morning of June 20, 
There will be one ballot in the morning and one in the afternoon every day 
until a candidate attains the required two-thirds majority of all votes 
cast and accepts elevation to the Pavacy. 


The record number of cardinals who will participate in the voting has 
led observers to believe the conclave may last several days. 
BPS, Geneva 


CONGREGATIONALISTS IN SOUTH AFRICA, 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA PLAN UNION 


(Johannesburg) - A draft constitution for a United Congregational Church of 
Southern Africa was approved at a meeting here by representatives of Congre- 
gational groups in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia. 


Talks lonking toward union of Congregational churches and missions in 
the two countries have been carried on by a Joint Committee on Union, 


The committee comprises representatives from the Bantu Congregational 
Church, Congregational Union of South Africa, London Missionary Society, and 
American Board Mission Churches of Southern Rhodesia. EPS, Geneva 
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RETIRING U.S. LEADER URGES 
CLOSER CONFESSIONAL COOPERATION 


(New York) - Closer cooperation between Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman 
Catholic Christians in the United States has been recommended to the 
nation's Protestant and Orthodox leaders by a prominent Protestant leader 
as he prepared to leave the top executive post of the country's largest 
religious organization. : 


In a stirring final message on the eve of his retirement June 30 as 
general secretary of the National Council of Churches, Dr. Roy G. Ross 
called for greater unity of ‘all those who acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Saviour, including those of the Protestant tradition who have not had a 
part with us in studies and programme, and our brethren in the Roman Catholic 
tradition". vs ae 


Hailing the ecumenical movement "as nothing less than the second great 
Reformation of the Church", he stressed the need for cooperation on the 
local level, and advocated expanded faith and order studies. — 


He also called for a "dynamic new partnership of clergy and laity" and 
urged studies of ways to restore the leyman to his proper place in the life 
of the Church. 


"We must face the fact that something is wrong in America when our 
country moves steadily toward materialism and paganism in the face of an 
active and vigorous church life", he said. "While the institutional life 
of the churches is strong, our influence is far short.-of what it should be." 


T5 combat these influences, he said the laity must become sufficiently 
involved in theological discussions to understand the implications of the 
Gospel for modern life. . EPS, Geneva 


UNION OF UNITED AND ANGLICAN CHURCHES 
IN CANADA CALLED "DEAD ISSUE" 


(Kitchener, Canada) - Organic union of the United and Anglican Churches is 
a "dead issue", Dr. H.W. Vaughan, secretary of the United Church cf Canada's 
Board of Colleges and Secondary Schools, said here. ida 


Dr. Vaughan told the 39th annual meeting of Hamilton Conference that 
the 18-year-old conversations have broken down because there is no machin- 
ery to bring the organic union to pass. 


"T!m not critical of the Anglicans", he said. "T!m just pointing out 
that the machinery isn't there. We must live with this with patience and 
goodwill." 


Dr. Vaughan added that even if a way could be found to make union 
constitutionally possible, he wasn't certain the United Church would agree 
to it. EPS, Geneva” 
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UNITED SERVICE MARKS 1400TH 
YEAR OF ST. COLUMBA':* LANDING ON IONA 


(Iona, Scotland) - Some five hundred pilgrims from all over the world 
gathered on this tiny:isle off the coast of Scotland at Pentecost to mark 
the 1400th anniversa--y of the arrival of St. Columb in 563 A.D. 


Highlight of the observance was a united service of thanksgiving and 
Holy Communion held in the ancient abbey. Although the abbey has been 
open to all churches for separate services of Holy Communion since it was 
restored and bequeathed to the Church of Scotland, it was. the first time a 
united service had been held. 


The celebrant was the Rt, Rev. Lesslie Newbigin, a Bishop of the Church 
of South India, and the liturgy followed was a slightly modified version of 
that used by the Church of South India. Bishop Newbigin is director of the 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, 

He was assisted by the Moderator of the Church of Scotland and by the 
Bishops of Edinburgh and of Durham, and by the Minister of Glasgow Cathedral. 


The elements were distributed to the large congregation assembled not 
only in the abbey itself, but in the cloisters outside, who with the aid of 
television had been able to follow the service. 


The lessons were read by Dr. George MacLeod, leader of the Iona Com- 
munity, and by Father Vladimir Rodaianko, of the Greek Orthodox Church. 


| The newly appointed Moderator of the Church of Scotland, the Rev. James 
Stewart, in the sermon, said that it would be insular and provincial to . 
regard the celebration as an exclusively Scottish event. . Missionaries from 
Tona had founded the Abbey of Lindisfarne; expeditions had gone to Belgiun, 
the Rhine Valley, and Switzerland. 


Among the congregation were representatives of the Presbyterian churches 
in England, Wales. and Ireland, the Methodist, Baptist, and Congregational 
churches, the Salvation Army, and the Society of Friends. 


.. More pilgrims are scheduled to visit the island during the next few 
weeks. The Archbishop of Canterbury led a pilgrimage of Anglicans and 
Episvopalians there this past week, 


St. Columb?, who was born of a noble Irish family in 521, was trained 
in Irish monasteries and himself founded several monasteries and churches in 
his own country. According to ancient records he left Ireland in 563 and 
established himself with twelve companions on the island of Iona. There he 
lived for 44 years evangelizing the mainland and establishing monasteries cn 
neighbouring islands, : EPS, Geneva 


CHINESE COMMUNISTS RENEW 
ATTACKS ON BIBLE 


(Hong Kong) - A majcr Chinese Communist organ, Jenmin Jih Pao, has published 
a long editorial condemning the Bible and Christianity as tools of the 
"exploiting class" to undermine Marxism. 


The editorial recommended that its readers study a Communist treatise 
on religion published in the Soviet Union 40 years ago and issued by the 
Chinese under the title, "What Kind of Book the Bible Is". 


It observed that the author "follows Lenints directive to call cn the 
most backward masses to treat the question of religion consciously and to 
criticize religion consciously". EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD COUNCIL REPRESENTED 
AT SERVICE FOR POPE JOHN 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has announced 4t will be repres~- 
ented at the memorial service for Pope John XXIII at the Vatican, Monday, 
June 17 by Dr. Lukas Vischer, 2 member of the staff of its Department of 
Faith and Order, 


Dr. Vischer, a Swiss Reformed pastor, was the WCC's official observer 
to the first session of the Second Vatican Council. 


The Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow also will 
send two representatives to the service. They will be Archpriest Vitaly 
Borovoy, professor of theology at the Leningrad Academy and vice-chairman 
of the Patriarchate's Department of External Affairs; and Bishop Vladimir 
Kotliarov, the Patriarchate's sepresentative to the World Council in Geneva. 


The Patriarchate noted that it has not sent representatives to attend 
the funeral of a Pope since the schism of Eastern and Western churches in 
1054. coian' Ag EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC HIERARCHY URGES 
ECUADOR AGRICULTURAL REFORMS 


(Quito) - A pastoral letter stressing the urgent need for agricultural 
reforms in Ecuador has been issued by the Roman Catholic hierarchy in Eouador. 


The letter also urges immediate reforms in rural education and cccupa- 
_ tional training. 


It was signed by Cardinal de la Torre, Archbishop of Quito, and by three 
other archbishops and 12 bishops. 


Similar statements have also been issued by the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
in Paraguay and in Brazil. (See EPS Nos. 20 and 19 respectively.) 


Meanwhile in Peru last week Archbishop Jurgens Byrne of Cuzco announced 
that his archdiocese will distribute all the land belonging to it to Indian 
peasants in the area. | EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH PART OF MODERN SKYLINE 
: ARCHITECT TELLS CONFERENCE . 


(Essen) - A leading German church architect said here that "the Church of 
Jesus Christ should form part of the skyline of our modern cities, between 
the skyscrapers, the auto-routes, the drilling scaffolds, the sports 
grounds, the cinema towerss.ve' 


Gerhard Langmaack, in a speeoh to the 12th conference on Protestant 
Church Architecture, also urged that churches include quiet rooms where 
people could go for meditation in the middle of the working day. 

EPS, Geneva 


—— 
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UNITE CHURCH "FAMILIES" FIRST, 
WORLD COUNCIL LEADER URGES 


(Madison, N.J,) - A president of the World Council of Churches proposed 
here that churches of one religious "family" unite first on an inter- 
national and bi-racial basis and then seek interdenominational unions on a 
world level, 


Addressing the Newark Methodist Conference, Mr. Charles Parlin took 
exception ‘to. union plans which are exclusively national and racial, 


"This theory of united, national churches carried to its ultimate con- 
coco means the World Council of Churches would become merely another 
United Nations, the units bearing the stamp of both national and racial 
interests", he asserted, 


Mr. Parlin emphasized it would be more desirable for families of 
churches, such as Baptist, Lutheran, and Presbyterian, to come together on 
a world basis first, "in each case transversing. national and ragial lines", 
Then, he said, "conversations across denominational lines on a world basis" 
could-begin, 


The Methodist lay leader, a New York lawyer, is secretary of the 
Consultation on Church Union, representing six major US bodies engaged in 
talks looking toward possible union, HPS, Geneva 


GENEVA CHURCH SUPPORTS 
BIRTH CON“ROL MEASURES 


(Geneva) - A statement supporting birth control for married couples has 
been issued by the Protestant Church of the Canton of Geneva. 


The statement declares that such measures are required in order to 
help the family "keep ite balance" in view of "the material, moral, and 
spiritual difficulties" which confront contemporary family life. 


But it notes that the problems involved differ for each married couple 
and advises them to seek medical and spiritual counsel. BPS, Goneva 


MESSAGES OF CONDC” NCE 
ON POPE JOHN'S DEATH © 


Statements and messages praising the late Pope continue to be issued 
by Christian leaders of all confessions. 


Probably never before in history have so many non-Catholic leaders 
professed such deep respect and affection for a Roman Catholic pontiff. 


Those issued last week included the following; 


Vazken I, Catholicos and primate of the Armenian Apostolic Church 
cabled to Cardinal Cicognani that "before the high altar in the holy city 
of Etchmiadzin we are praying that the soul of His Holiness Pope John XXIII 
may rest in peace. 


"May God accept in His eternal peace the just soul of the Pope. May 
God continue the holy work of peace for which His Holiness prayed and worked 
so ardently during his earthly life. May God preserve your great church 
unshakable in glory." 
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The Ecumenical Patriarch, Athenagoras I, "first among equals" of the 
leaders of Hastern Orthodoxy, said in a speech in Istanbul that Pope John 
"as head of the church. animated by the love of Christ, despite the shortness 
of his apostolate, . opened up a -new-path..., in the direction of ecumenical 
dialogue. 


"This is end oupiccce the prologue to Riktarae tas Christ's re prayer 
"that all may be. one!. 


"The Pope showed: in convening the Second Vatican Council that the 
Catholic Church is filled with love and with.the peace of Christ in regard 
to the Orthodox Church and other churches. 


-Prases Kurt Scharf , chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany, cabled to Cardinal Bea "thé deep sympathy" of his church. The 
Pope, he said, "with prophetic insight perceived the tasks confronting the 
Christian Church in contemporary society ... and was concerned that. the 
Christian churches should assume these tasks in a new firm fellowship to 
the eternal salvation of all people, nations, and races", 


Professer Edmund Schlink, of the University of Heidelberg, who was an 
observed to the first session of the Vatican Council, called the Pope "one 
cf the most lovable figures among all leaders in the Christian Church. By 
convening ‘the Vatican Council, and especially by the way. in which he directed 
its deliberations, he enabled ecumenical forces to surge up in the Roman 
Catholic Church in a way which would have been considered impossible ten 
years ago...!" EPS, Geneva 


WCC CHURCHES AID 
BAST PAKISTAN CYCLONE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - Member churches of the World Council cf Churches contributed 
$46, 800° within hours after a telephoned request from Geneva headquarters for 
funds to aid victims of the recent cyclones’ in tast Pakistan. 


The appeal was issued in response to. a request received this es Resi’ 
the East Pakistan Christian Council. 


The funds will be used primarily for the purchase of building materials 
for new homes. In addition Church World Service, relief agency of US 
churches, is sending in tons of food to the stricken areas, 


. An estimated 10,000 persons lost. their lives and 98 per cent of the 
homes in the area, dete of which are. bamboo. construction, were flattened in 
the cyclones which struck the Chittagong section the 28th and 29th of May. 
An estimated quarter of a million: persons are home? O58. 


The funds and food will be distributed through the East Pay share 
Christian Council which has’ been asked by local government offices to super- 
vise aid in an area covering 150. square miles with: 168,000 inhabitants. The 
Council has.set up three relief teams.in the: area 5 It is anticipated .reiief 
work will continue for six months, . 


Funds came from churches in the USA, sed: Germany, $25,000; Britain F 
$14,000, and New Zealond $2,800. The "minimum" amount being sought is : 
$50,000 but WCC officials said that. it is npPes much,more will be contri- 
buted. ; pad iP Hp f une .,. EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP 
ASKS END TO MIXED MARRIAGE RESTRICTIONS 


(Boston) - Richard Cardinal Cushing, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Boston, 
has suggested that many of the restrictions imposed by the Roman Catholic 
Church on mixed marriages should be abolished. 


He made the suggestion in an article published in America, the un- 
official, but influential Roman Catholic periodical. 


He mentioned particularly as needing to be changed the promise that 
children of mixed marriages be raised in the Catholic faith. 


His article represents the first time that a member of the USA Roman 
Catholic hierarchy has taken such a firm position on the question. 
Similar comments, however, have been published recently by Father Hans 
King, Swiss born Roman Catholic theologian who is a member of the faculty 
of Tiibingen University, Germany. (See EPS No. 13.) EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Some 80 Anglican and Roman Catholic clergy met recently in Vancouver, 
B.C., for a three-day symposium on Christian unity. The idea for the 
meeting, first of its kind in British Columbia, came. from alumni of the 
Anglican theological college in Vancouver. The invitation to participate 
was accepted by the Catholic Commission for Christian Unity. An observer 
also was present from the United Church of Canada, 


* * * 


The number of candidates enrolled for confirmation classes in Fast 
Germany is as large as the number in the state-sponsored "Youth Dedication" 
programme, and continues to grow, Prdses Kurt Scharf has reported to a 
meeting of Bavarian pastors in Rummelsburg,. He said some cf those who 
attend Youth Dedication classes later apply for admittance to the confirma- 
tion classes. 


* * * 


Top leadership of the Mormon church in the United States is seriously 
considering abandonment of its historic policy of discrimination against 
Negroes. From its earliest days the church has admitted Negroes to simple 
membership, but has not permitted them to progress beyond this to the 
church's priesthood. A spokesman said that the decision will be made by 
the president who is regarded as the chief prophet and "the source of 
divine revelation". 


* * 
Women church workers in the ecumenical movement will be the topic of 


a meeting of the Ecumenical Alliance of Deaconesses! Associations scheduled 
in.Berlin June 27 -- July 3, 


3 Nace Sp 
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The Cistercian monastery at Loccum, Germany, will celebrate its 800th 


anniversary, June 20-24. Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, in announcing the 
plans, emphasized that "the monastery is not a museum, but a vital organ of 
the contemporary Church". The celebrations will stress the importance of 


monastic life in history and in the contemporary scene, 
| * * * | | | 
American clergy and lay leaders from 16 southern states will study 


ways to promote Christian understanding and cooperaticn at the inter- 
denominational and bi-racial Highth Heumenical Institute in Black Mountain, 


NyGrisiilyadl eG. Sponsoring the institute, whose theme is "Servants of 
the Eternal Christ", will be the National Council of Churches! Southern 
Office which has headquarters in Atlarita, Ga. EPS, Geneva 
CORRECTION 


A story concerning the opening of. Protestant chapels in Spain 
published in the May 17 issue of Hcecumenical Press Service erroneously 
stated that the Spanish government "closed" five ehapels during the 
past year. «Pre story should have stated that five chapels "remained 
closed" during the year, The present Situation is this: during the. 
past year the government approved ‘the opening of 11 Protestant chapels, 
five chapels romain closed, and permission to open three new chapels 


was specifically refused. Sixteen applications for the opening cf 
chapels are pending. 


EPS regrets the error. 


irs 
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Special Report 


REPORT CONDEMNS "DEPLORABLE" LIVING CONDITIONS 
OF MIGRANTS IN EUROPE: ECUMENICAL ACTION URGED 


(Arnoldshain, Germany)..- Forty per cent of France's foreign workers live in 
"absolutely deplorable conditions", Professor André Philip of the Univer- 
sity of Paris told 80 specialists from 14 European countries convened here 
to study the problems presented by the mass movements of people seeking work. 


Professor Philip, who is chairman of the World Council of Churches- 
sponsored conference, is a former French Cabinet minister and a distinguished 
sociologist. 


He said that only 32 per cent of France's migrant workers live in 
acceptable conditions; 2% per cent are housed by their employers, and only 
five per cent enjoy better housing provided by public or private organiza— 
tions. 


He said the worst area is Marseille where newcomers live together 
before moving to areas where they find employment. Here, he reported, 
they live in slums consisting of disused blockhouses and four or five 
persons have to share one bed, 


Paris is not much better, he reported. He said surrounding the 
capital city are a number of shantytowns or "bidonvilles", of which the 
best known is Nanterre. 


He said that on the basis of a recent survey which he conducted with 
the aid of students from the University of Paris- more than 12,000 single 
persons and 18,000 families live in shantytowns in France and tat these 
increasingly She ned the Algerian worker "because although they represent . 
material misery they reconstitute the community life of the native village". 


Professor Philip also criticized the lack of provision made by countries 
for the migrant exile to enjoy decent family life. 


"To start with most migrant workers are unmarried men aged between 20 
and 40", he said. "They live in poverty, in collective housing units, 


"The result is an absolutely artificial and unbalanced sexual life. 
Homosexuality inevitably develops in groups of men concentrated on the same 
premises. Moreover the fact that they cannot have contacts with women of 
the country where they are living leads them to have intercourse with 
prostitutes. 


"The most desirable solution is that the worker concerned marries in 
his own country and brings his family to live with him in the country where 
he settles down. 


"(The migrant) must not be morally and psychologically destroyed by 
separation from his wife and family. We must not put a brake on the 
arrival of families. The Church has a great responsibility here," 


In another address, Mr. Baldwin Sjollema, WCC secretary for Migration, 
told the conference that migrant workers who have worked in welfare states, 
such as Germany and Switzerland, compare the conditions under which they 
live with the backwardness of their home countries and conclude that "only 
revoluticnary action will produce the necessary changes". 
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He urged the churches to approach the problems of caring for migrants. 
“ecumenically". Even though most of the migrants are Roman Catholic, he 
said, and "the Roman Catholic organizations have a major responsibility in 
this field with which nobody would wish to interfere", most of the countries 
to which they migrate have a confessionally mixed population. Rees 


"To be welcomed, understood, and accepted by a receiving community — 
cannot be the responsibility of only one church in that community, but must 
be furthered by all groups together, This is where we find cur ecumenical 


Nour aim should be disinterested service. We can no longer be inter- 
ested in proselytism in the sense that we put the proof of the success of 
our church before the honour of Christ. Lt 


"The time has come when, in the urgent and very concrete situation 
presented by the problem of migrant workers in Burope ... Orthodox, Roman 
Catholics, and Protestants together should form an ecumenical witness." 


Reports presented at the conference showed the following number of 
migrant workers in Europe at the end of 1962: | 


Germany - 711,000 
Switzerland - 700,000 
France med nae S Ly CRN 
Luyembourg - o£ 300 
Netherlands - 25,000 
sweden fi kh2ou DOO 


United Kingdom 50,000 (from European countries) 


‘The reports also indicated the movements of workers are cn the inerease. 
‘In Germany alone, for instance, between the years 1960 and 1962 the number 
of Italians increased by 70 per cent; the number of Greeks by 215 per gent; 
and the number of Spaniards by 114 per cent. . BPS, Geneva 
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SPEAKERS, PROGRAMME ANNOUNCED 
FOR WORLD FAITH AND ORDER CONFERENCE 


(Geneva) - Speakers and programme for the World Conference on Faith and 
Order to be held at Montreal, Canada, July 12-26, under World Council of 
Churches auspices, have been announced by the WCC here. 


- The conference will be the fourth in a series of international meet- 
ings designed to promote the unity of the Church and to study those deep 
issues which continue to divide it, 


Church leaders and theologians regard it as potentially one of the 
most significant Christian gatherings of this century. 


The last such meeting was held eleven years ago at Lund, Sweden, Since 
then four major theological commissions and some 80 local and regional 
groups around the world have been conducting studies which will serve as 
the basis for conference discussions. 


“The 400 participants will include theologians, historians, sociologists, 
church administrators, and lay men and women of Protestant, Anglican, and 
Orthodox churches around the world. 


Also present will be five observers from the Roman Catholic Church 
named by the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, and 
15 Roman Catholic priests from Canada and the USA who have been invited as 
Special guests. 


ublished under the auspices of: World Council of Churches . World Alliance : isti jati 
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Conference study and discussions will revolve around three basic ques- . 
tions: why are the Christian churches separated? what are the doctrinal 
and historical pressures which keep them apart?and inwhat direction should 
they move to end their divisions? 


The final agenda, announced here, shows study of these questions will 
be organized in five sections, 


These ares "The Church in the Purpose of God"; "Seripture, Tradition, 
and Traditions"; "The Redemptive Work of Christ and the Ministry of His 
Church"; ‘'\iorship and the Oneness of Christ!s Church"; and "‘Al11l in Bach 


Place!: The Precesn of Growing Together". 


The major study documents of the conference will be the reports of the 
four international theological commissions which have been working since the 
Lund meeting eleven years ago. These reports deal with : "Christ and the 
Church"; "Tradition and Traditions"; "orship"; and "Institutionalism". 


The conference will open with a service of worship to be held Friday 
evening, July 12, at the Winter Stadiun, McGill University. Immediately 
following delegates will hear the keynote address by the noted French theo- 
logian Professor Roger Mehl of the University of Strasbourg, who will give 
an appraisal of the contemporary Christian unity scene, 


Two speakers are scheduled the following morning, Saturday, July Sie 
They will be the Rt. Rev. Oliver Tomkins, Anglican Bishop of Bristol, 
England, and Professor A.C. Outler of the Perkins School of Theology of 
Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas, USA. 


Their topics will be respectively, the task and goal of the conference, 
and methods of ecumenical dialogue. 


Thoee evening public mectings are planned during the conference. 


On Monday, July 15, the topic will be "Catholicity", relating to. the 
words of the Creed, "I believe in the Holy Catholic Church". The speakers 
will be Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, vice-chairman of the Office of External 
Church Affairs of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church 
and professor of theology at the Leningrad Academy, and Dr. Claude Welch, 
of the University of Pennsylvania (Methodist Church, USA). 


On Tuesday, July 16, the topic will be "The Church and the New Testa- 
ment" - an examination of what the Scriptures say about the various forms 
of church life. The speakers will be Professor Ernest KHdsemann.of the 
University of Tiibingen, Germany (Svangelical Church in Germany), and a 
Roman Catholic, Father Raymond H. Brown, S.S., of- Baltimore, Md., (USA). 


The third public meeting will be held Thursday, July 18, and will deal 
with "Faith and Order Today: Self-Examination and Prospect". It will be 
concerned with three current topics: ‘the new developments in relations with 
the Roman Catholic Church; the dialogue with independent evangelical 
churches; and the dialogue with “urbanized man". ial 


The speakers will be: Dr. HansHarms, Senior Pastor of the Dvangelical 
Lutheran Church in Hamburg, Germany; Dr. LeH. Chow, Taiwan, Professor of 
the Taiwan Baptist Theological Seminary; and Mr. William Stringfellow, a 
Protestant Episcopal layman and attorney who has been a leader of the: work 
of the East Harlem Protestant Parish in New York City. 


A highlight of the conference will be a bilingual ecumenical rally to 
be held Sunday, July 21, in which leading Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, 
and Roman Catholic speakers will participate. 
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To be attended by an estimated 1,400 persons, it will be held on the 
campus of the University of Montreal, a Roman Catholic institution, under 
the auspices of the conference arrangements committee, an interconfessional 


group chaired by Dr. George H, Johnston, principal of the United Theological 
College, Montreal, 


Speakers will include, in addition to Dr. Johnston, Paul-Emile Cardinal 
Léger, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Montreal; Dr. W.A. Visser 't HOOLt, 
Geneva, general Secretary of the World Council of Churchess. and Metropoli- 
tan Athenagoras of Klaia of the Greek Orthodox Church in Canada. 


The following have been nominated as officers of the conference: 
chairman, the Rt. Rev. Oliver Tomkins, Anglican Bishop of Bristol; vice- 
chairren, Professor H, d'Espine of the University of Geneva, Professor 
Outler of Perking School of Theology of Southern Methodist University, Dallas, 
Texas (USA), and the Most Rev. Chrysostomos, Metropolitan of Myra, of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church. 


Elections will be held at a brief business session during the plenary 
Session July 13, 


Christians around the world have been asked by the World Council to 
pray for the conference that its participants may ''think honestly and speak 
wisely and (be) ready to listen to others, et 


The prayer continues: "And upon them and all Thy people bestow Thine 
own gift of charity, which igs the bond of unity and peace; that so men may 
know us as followers of Christ, because we have love one to another, and 
that with one heart and voice we may glorify the Eternal Drinity, God 
blessed for evermore." HPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL BEA URGES CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES 
TO RESPECT THEIR "SEPARATED BRETHREN" 


(Rome) - Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for 
the Promotion of Christian Unity, speaking to a mission group here told 
them the missionaries! first task is to have respect and sincere affection 
for the "separated brethren". 


Dawe iy no way involves abandoning Catholic teaching, he declared, 
"which remains intact and to which we adhere wholeheartedly, but as St. 
Augustine said, ‘we must hate error as such, but continue to love the people 
who err'!', 


In their contacts with non-Catholic Christians, he urged the mission-; 
aries to remember that they are persons "who believe in Christ, who were 
baptised in His name, and. . .who bear His Sign on their forehead". 


He added that Catholics and Protestants can cooperate in tackling 
questions of the natural order, of natural law, of the life of the state of 
public morality, family, education, aid to the poor and to underdeveloped 
areas. 


He also urged the missionaries to gain a deeper understanding of the 
Bible, and to learn the history not only of the Roman Catholic Church but 
of other churches working in the same area in which they are stationed. 


"Christian humility, marked by the desire not to dominate, but to serve 
will result in God's blessing on their work"); he said. Phe unity of all 
Christians and ultimately of all mankind, in a faith like that proclaimed 
by Christ is a goal which deserves the efforts of all men. But its fulfil- 
ment is dependent upon the grace of God,'"' EPS, Geneva 
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WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE TO HOLD 
ANNUAL MEETING IN USA IN AUGUST 


(Rochester, New York) - - The L.Ob-sesnate Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches will meet here, August 26-September 2. 


It will be the first meeting in the USA since 1957 of the YL pao oa 
body which represents the WCC!s 201 Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox 
member churches in more than 80 countries. 


The Committee, which was named at the WCC's Third Assembly held in late 
1961 in New Delhi, India, meets annually to direct the work of the Council 
between assemblies which are. held every six or seven years. 


Committee chairman is Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, president oie 
the Lutheran Church in America. 


Two official Roman Catholic. observers to the meeting are expected to. 
be named by the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian eee: 
Roman Catholic observers have attended previous meetings of the Committee 


Major discussions will Ba concerned with two topics: the meaning of 
World Council membership; and the role of the Church in new societies. 
The latter is in preparation for a proposed world conference in 1966 which 
has as its working title, "God, Man, and Contemporary Society". 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva, WCC general secretary, will address 
the Committeo on the topic of the World Council membership. 


The role of the Church in new societies will be the subject of two 
addresses. These will be delivered by the Rev. Jean Kotto, general secre- 
tary of the Evangelical Church of the Cameroun; and by Dr. Klaus von 
Bismarck, a leading German layman who is director of the West German Radio, 
the lawest network in the Federal Republic. 


Other topics under discussion will include disarmament and the cessa-- 
tion of nuclear weapons testing, religious liberty, and race relations. 


The Committee also will review reports from the World Conference on 
Faith and Order, and from the new All Africa Conference of Churches, a 
continent-wide organization, which held its constituting assembly in April 
in Kampala, Uganda. 


It also will receive a report from the WCC's official observer to the: 
Second Vatican Council, Dr. Lukas Vischer, Geneva, a WCC staff member. 


A number of smaller departmental and divisional meetings will be held 
in Rochester prior to the larger Central Committee. These. begin on August 14 
and involve groups of from 15 to 75 persons. In all some 500 persons are 
expected to take part in the score of meetings over the three-week period. 


(Applications for press accreditation should be sent to: 


Miss Betty Thompson, World Couneil of eee tate 475 Riverside Drive, 
NewYork 27) Nex sy UGA EPS, Geneva 


No, 23 - 2lst June, 1963 


| 


WCC ASKED TO SET UP CHURCHES! COMMITTEE 
ON WEST EUROPEAN MIGRATION 


(Arnoldshain, Germany) - The representatives of churches and Christian 
specialists in economics and sociology who have been conferring here this 

week on migration problems ended their discussions by asking the World Council 
of Churches to assist in setting up a new organization to be called the 
Churches! Committee on West European Migration. 


It was suggested that this committee should have a maximum of 15 members, 
both clerical and lay, who would be drawn from the churches in those Western 
HWuropean countries which receive migrant workers and from the churches in 
countries from which migrants come. 


This would if necessary permit committee members to be recruited from 
North Africa, Turkey, India, Pakistan, and the West Indies - countries from 
which people come to work in massive numbers in France, Germany, Switzerland, 
Great Britain, and other parts of Western Burope. 


The Conference also recommended that the new body should be empowered 
to invite as consultants representatives of the Roman Catholic Church, 
governmental agencies, employers! associations, and trade unions. 


The committee's mandate would be to keep before the churches the pro- 
blems of migrants in Europe and to encourage, and where necessary to stimul- 
ate, their individual or common action in seeking solutions to those 
problems, 


Other tasks would be to foster the establishment of national committees 
of the churches to study the moral, social, economic, and political issues 
raised by migration, and to stimulate the training of clergy and church 
social workers for special duties among migrants in the countries of emigra- 
tion and immigration. 


An agreed statement from the conference laid stress on the need to 
uphold family unity and urged that where this has been broken by the neces-~- 
sity for breadwinners to seek work in another country their families must 
be reconstituted with all speed. 


The statement says that the lengthy separation of families cannot be 
justified in the eyes of Christians and 'may have the most serious social 
and moral effects for the community in which the migrant workers live". 


The statement urges the churches to refuse to accept any legislation 
which interferes with the migrant's right to a full family relationship 
which calls for the provision of decent housing to which the migrant can 
bring his family. 


Continuingto speak of moral problems, the statement added: "There is 
a serious problem with unmarried mothers, The spiritual, psychological, and 
moral care of the unmarried mother, before and after the birth, is an 
obvious duty of the Church and the Christian community as the attitude of 
the environment towards such matters can make all the difference between a 
temporary and a permanent tragedy. The rehabilitation of the mother is a 
matter of major concern. 


"There exists an urgent, dangerous, and moral situation as a result of 
massive migration. This is why it is essential, in order to welcome the 
migrant worker and to follow him in his life, to form national and local 
committees comprising competent administrations, trade unions, service 


organizations of churches, women's movements, youth movements, and associa- 
tions set up by migrant workers. These organizations will have to place 
themselves at the migrant:< disposal and give him the feeling that he must 
shoulder his responsibilities in determining his fate." 


In a final speech to the conference, the chairman, Professor André 
Phildpns oF the University of Paris, said: "We have seen squarely the 
problems of migrant workers. We have established principles and have given 
some practical solutions. We have realized thet we are confronted by prob-- 
lems which we are powevless to deal with if each church tries to act 
independently." 


Righty persons from i4 countries took part in the conference. They 7nclud- 
ed delegates, consultants, observers (inc2uding some from the Roman Catholic 
Church) and members of the WCC staff from Geneva. The Ecumenical Patriarch 
ate of Constantinople was represented by Bishop Emilianos and a delegation; led 
by Bishop Damaskinos of Volos, represented the Greek Orthodox Church. 

. BPS, Geneva 


IRISH PRESBYTERIANS CONDEMN 
"ALOOF" ATTITUDE TOWARD ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Belfast) ~ The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Ireland has 
approved a statement deprecating an Naloof" attitude towards the Roman 
Catholic Church. | | 7 


Submitted by Dr. J.%. Brealey, a former moderator, after the assembly 
had adopted a resolution of sympathy over the death of Pope John XXIII, the 
statement said: "We eannot afford to hold aloof from this historic ehurch, 
but when a hand is held out to us we must grasp it in the spirit of Christ- 
jan faith and love". ; | 


Although the statement won majority support, six of the younger clergy 
of the Presbyterian Church promptly issued a joint statement emphasizing 
that "the recognition of Rome as an historic church cannot mean that we 
accept her as a Christian church in the full New Testament sense or as set 
forth by the Reformers" . . 


The ninisvsrs further asserted that "the hand stretched out to us 
which we are urged to grasp is obviously the hand of absorption". 
EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST CHURCH . 
IN MADRID REOPENED 


(Madrid ) ~ The Second Baptist Church of Madrid, closed by Spanish authorities 
in 1954, has received official permission to reopen its doors, reports the 
Rev. Daniel R. White, Southern Baptist representative in Spain. 


‘The church had made many petitions to the government for permission to 
reopen without receiving a reply. Encouraged by repeated statements in the 
Spanish press concerning the granting of more freedom to evangelical groups, 
it submitted a new petition April 24. Permission was granted June L2% 


Mr. White said the permission represents "a new attitude on the part 


of Spanish authorities and a new day for Spanish evangelicals in their 
struggle for religious liberty". 


The Madrid church is the second Bapvist church that has recently been 
granted permission to reopen. The Elche Baptist Church was reopened : 
March 13. EPS, Geneva 
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REVISED STATEMENT AGAINST DEVOTIONAL ACTS 
IN USA SCHOOLS WINS NATIONAL COUNCIL APPROVAL 


(New York) = Members of the General Board of the National Council of Churches 
overwhelmingly adopted a statement opposing devotional religious acts in 


en schools when it was presented to them a second time. (See EPS No. 
Rech 


The statement declared that "neither true religion nor good education 
is dependent upon the devotional use of the Bible in the public. school 
programme", — 


However, it did not rule out prayers altogether. It said that "prayers 
for special occasions will be left to the judgment of those responsible for 
the programme of the public schools in the local community". 


The action came in advance of the Supreme Court ruling that no state or 
locality may require recitation of the Lord's Prayer or reading of Bible 
verses in public schools (see story following). 


The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America has formally 
disclaimed any association with the NCC pronouncement. 


At the time the statement was originally proposed a representative of 
Archbishop Iakovos, Primate of the church, had presented strong protests. 


In a letter to NCC president J. Irwin Miller sent following the Board's 
action, Archbishop Iakovos stated that objections to the pronouncement 
"still stand". 


In final voting on the revised version of the pronouncement the Greek 
Orthodox representative abstained. The statement was passed by a vote of 
65 bok One. 


The Archbishop's letter to lir. Miller stated that "Greek Orthodoxy can- 
not be satisfied asa whole with the pronouncement that was approved", in 
Spite of. approving "most" of a preamble which stressed needs to safeguard 
American religious liberty and a revision which "at least suggests" that 
the study of religion has a place in education. 


He called the statement "not worthy of our responsibilities and duties 
as a body of the churches of Christ committed to upholding the Judeo- 
Christian tradition which is the basis of our civilization". 


Opponents of the first) version declared it did ‘not sufficiently empha- 
size. the Christian concepts of truth and God and laid too little stress on 
the validity of religion as a study subject when treated objectively. 


. A new preamble added to the document said that American tradition up- 
holds the separation of Church and State but that this "does not mean that 
the State is hostile toward, or indifferent to, religion. 


"In-present-day American society, with its diversity of religious con- 
viction and affiliations", it stated, "the place of religion in public _ 
education must be worked out within this recognition of the prevailingly 
positive attitude of the American people as a whole toward religion and 
safeguarding of religious liberty." 


The section supporting use of the Bible as a source book was expanded, 
In specifying that some regular school subjects require the use of the 
Bible, the phrase "including those related to character development" was 
added. 


D 
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The final version of the pronouncement eliminated a direct endorsement 
of the Supreme Court's ruling last year specifically banning the use in New 
York State public schools of a prayer composed by the State Board of Regents. 
Instead, it stated: "We recognize the wisdom as well as the authority of 
this ruling", 


In other actions the Board: 


- Urged Federal oversight of television and radio networks, opposed 
advertiser control of programme content, and called for "drastic reduction" 
of advertising time. 


- Advocated the full participation of women in economic life, with 
job opportunities and working conditions equal to men's. 


—- Approved a proposed inter-faith project for vocational guidance in 
“public schools. 


~ Learned that President Kennedy will address the Council's triennial 
General Assembly next December in Philadelphia, Pa. EPS, Geneva 


USA SUPREME COURT PROHIBITS PRAYER AND. 
BIBLE READING AS. PUBLIC SCHOOL REQUIREMENTS 


(Washington, D.C.) - The US.-Supreme Court has decided that no state or 
locality may require recitation of the Lord!s Prayer or reading of Bible 
verses in public schools. The opinion was carried by an 8 to one majority. 


The opinion of the Court was by Justice Tom C. Clark, who sounded the 
note that the government must be "neutral" in religious matters. 


It emphasized the importance of religion in United States tradition, 
and took care to say that the decision did not affect the right to use the 
Bible for teaching purposes or such other matters as Army chaplains. 

BPS,. Geneva 


CHURCHMEN IN PRAGUE 
PLAN PHACE CONGRESS 


(Prague) - Two hundred churchmen from 28 countries attended a meeting here 
of the executive committee of the Prague Peace Movement, called to discuss 
the theme and agenda of the second All-Christian World Peace Congress to 
be held at Prague in June, 1964. ; 


It was announced that the theme of the congress will be, "The Salvation 
of Man", and that organizational meetings will be held in several countries 
before opening of the assembly. 


Read at the meeting was a message from Patriarch Alexei of Moscow of 
the Russian Orthodox Church, appealing to all Christians to work for peace. 
It was brought in person by Archbishop Nicodim, head of the Russian Church's 
Department of Foreign Church Affairs. wits 


The committee sent a message of condolence on the death of Pope John 
XXIII to Benedetto Cardinal Aloisi Masella, Camerlengo of the Holy Roman 
Church, who sent a reply expressing his appreciation. EPS, Geneva 
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CONFERENCE, DIOCESE JOIN 
IN DRAFTING UNION PLAN 


(London, Ont.) - Anglican-United union talks having come to a halt on the 
national level, the London Conference of the United Church and the Anglican 
Diocese of Huron are cooperating in drafting a plan for union in the area. 


At the annual neeting of the London Conference here, it was announced 
that the first half of the plan will be presented shortly to a joint commit- 
tee on church union. : 


(One of the criticisms from the United Church has been that in the 
almost 20 years of conversations it frequently found itself dealing with not 
one Anglican Church, but 28 dioceses.) 


The London Conference also said that its committee on church union is 
ready to talk to Presbyterians, Baptists, or any other denomination at any 
time. 


If the London area plan is approved by both denominations, it would 
probably be forwarded to the General Synod of the Anglican Church and the 
General Council of the United Church of Canada. 


Meanwhile, in Toronto, Anglican Bishop Frederick H. Wilkinson,.dismissed 
as "sheer nonsense" a United Church board secretary's claim that union was 
a "dead issue", 


The statement was made by the Rev. Harold Vaughan, secretary of the 
board of colleges and secondary schools, while addressing the Hamilton 
Conference of his church. (See EPS No. 22.) EPS, Geneva 


DEATH PENALTY .OPPOSED BY 
FRENCH PROTESTANT FEDERATION 


(Paris) = A resolution demanding abolition of the death penalty has been 
adopted by the Council of the Protestant Federation of France. 


The resolution, which has been forwarded to French government officials, 
says that in the present political and: social situation the death penalty is 
no longer necessary for the maintenance of public order. 


Further, it says, studies have shown that it has no effect on the 
reduction of crime and that as a form of "political justice" it is contrary 
to the tradition of liberal French law and could be interpreted as a form 
of vengeanceby society. 


The resolution lists three "theological reasons" why the death penalty 
should be abolished. First, it says, it is not for men to decide when his 
fellow-nan should die; secondly, however guilty a man may be, he is a man 
for whom Christ died and should be accorded time for repentance; and 
thirdly, since human judgment is always relative, it should not take irrevoc- 
able decisions, but leave them to the judgment of God. EPS, Geneva 
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ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY HITS 
SOUTH AFRICA'S SEGREGATION POLICIES 


(London) - Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, warned here 
against the danger of "violent disaster" arising from the South Sede tis 
government's racial segregation policies. 


He did so in @& special message read at a "Christian Action" rally 
sponsored on behalf of the Defence and Aid Fund for South Africa, 


"Tt is alarming", he said, "that the government of South eon hese 
in its legislation and proposed legislation, gone so far toward removing one 
of the main foundations of ‘civilization, namely, the liberty of the individ- 
ual. 


"Tf the trend continues, based as it is on the fear of AO anas of the 
population toward another, it is hard to see how the outcome can be other 
than violent disaster." a EPS, Cees 


TORONTO ANGLICANS REJECT BAN 
ON CANADIAN NUCLEAR ARMS 


(Toronto, Ont.) - Delegates to the 101st annual synod of the ese cals Diocese 
‘of Toronto have defeated a resolution which said the nation's security and 
world peace could best be achieved through conventional weapons only. 


In upholding the possession of nuclear arms, the synod expressed 
opposition to a stand taken recently by Archbishop Howard H. Clark of 
Rupert's Land, Anglican Primate of Canada. 


He had telegraphed to Canadian Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson that 
there is "no moral justification for any plan to use atomic weapons, however 
limited, as an answer to an attack with conventional weapons". 


Bishop Frederick H, Wilkinson of the Toronto diocese said the synod!s. 
vote expressed its opinion that Canada Spisphe ta moral responsibility to defend 
itself with nuclear weapons", 


Last. year:the general synod. of the Anglican Church of Canada voted 
against the use of atomic wéapons and called for an international agreement 
for their abolition. as EPS, Geneva 


STATUTE FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
APPROVED BY BELGIUM SENATE © 


(Brussels) - The Belgian Senate, by a vote of 105 to ‘21, with 2 LVeaeyenones 
has passed a bill which would provide for alternate service for conscien- 
tious objectors. The bill still has to go before the House. 


The bill provides that conscientious objectors be rata ioee al aie a 
“poard consisting of three persons, If. their good faith is proved, those who 
- refuse to do military service will be placed in units in which they will not 
be required to bear arms. Those stationed in Germany would do twelve 
months! service. Those who remain in Belgium would serve for fifteen 
months. 


Conscientious objectors who refuse to wear uniform, if their. motives 
are accepted, would be incorporated into the civil defence service. They 
would be required to serve one year longer than the other conscripts. 

‘EPS, Geneva 
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JEWISH LEADER PLEADS FOR 
RECONCILIATION WITH GERMANS 


(Aarhus, Denmark) - A spirited plea for final reconciliation between Germans 
and Jews was made by Dr. Marcus Melchier of Copenhagen, Chief Rabbi and 
Spiritual leader of Denmark!s 7,000 Jews, 


Addressing the annual conference of the association of BHuropean 
Protestant journalists here, Dr. Melchior declared that "we do not serve any 
sensible purpose if we continue to conserve hatred". 


He cited as symptomatic of the change in relations between Christians 
and Jews in the last few decades the fact that Synagogues, damaged or 


destroyed during the war, have been rebuilt all over Germany with the aid of 
the State, 


However, he said, there is a "tragic note" in the rebuilding of so many 
new synagogues with state funds because for many of them "there is really no 
use", He mentioned as an example the fact that over DM 7,000,000 was spent 
on the new synagogue in Cologne although there are only about a thousand 
Jews living in the city today "and many of these have abandoned their Jewish 
faith, just as many Christians have abandoned Christianity". 


Speaking of relations in general, he noted that in former times "Chris- 
tians and Jews lived in two Separate worlds; they did not know or want to 
know one another, and the medieval Church took the lead in anti-Semitism. 


"Today, however", he said, "Christians and Jews no longer curse one 
another, they know one another better and regard each other with respect. 


"We shall probably still disturb one another", he added, "because our 
Spiritual unrest will always compel us to remember the past, but we shall 
no longer destory one another,'"! EPS, Geneva 


STATUTE FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
SUBMITTED TO FRENCH CABINET 


(Paris) - A draft statute relating to conscientious objectors, drawn up by 
the Ministry of the Armed Forces, has been submitted to the French Cabinet. 


Broadly speaking, the statute provides for: 1. the setting up of a 
commission to examine the cases and to give an Opinion about them; and 2, 
the possible use of conscientious objectors for civil defence purposes. 


The number of conscientious objectors in France at present is about 
130. Most of them are members of Jehovah's Witnesses. BPS, Geneva 


METHODISTS BACK AFRICAN 
INDEPENDENCE IN SOUTHERN RHODESIA 


(Mutambara ) - The Methodist Conference in Southern Rhodesia has openly 
declared its support for universal adult suffrage for Africans and BHuropeans, 
and has called for a new constitution based upon this premise as "a condi- 
tion" for Southern Rhodesian independence. 


Meeting at Mutambara, one of its mission stations about 100 miles 
south-east of Salisbury, the denomination!s annual conference opposed recent 
efforts of some Europeans to gain independence from Great Britain while the 
majority of the country's people are still dominated by a minority of white 
settlers. 
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There are 3.5 million Africans compared to about 230,000 whites. The 
country is deep in political and economic crises because of the conflict 
between Africans, who are striving for government by majority, and the 
Europeans, who hope to maintain control of the government. 


The Methodist Conference, in announcing its position on the racial 
situation in Southern Rhodesia, adopted a report of its Committee on Chris- 
tian Social Concerns, stating that the church supports the principle of 


every man's right to vote, with certain universal exceptions, as an "inalien- 
able human right. 


"Ye wish to express to the British government and to the British people 
most strongly our view that independence should not be granted to Southern 
Rhodesia before there is another constitutional conference which would pro- 
vide for majority rule in the country", the report said, "The granting of 
independence to the present minority government would be a catastrophe as 
far as the future relations of white and black in this country are concerned." 

EPS, Geneva 


PROFESSOR KUNG PAYS WARM 
TRIBUTE TO POPE JOHN XXIIT 


(Zurich) - Professor Hans Kiting, the Swiss-born, Roman Catholic theologian 
now at the University of Ttibingen, Germany, has paid warm tribute to the 
memory of Pope’ John XXIII in an article published in the Zurich weekly, 
Die Weltwoche. 7%, 


Professor Kiing, who is regarded as one of the most progressive person- 
alities in the Roman Catholic Church, as one of the small group of official 
advisers to the Second Vatican Council had exceptional opportunities to 
observe the late Pope's work and concern at close range. 


Following are some excerpts from the article: 


"If anyone were to direct my attention to 211 the things that John 
XXIII was not. . .I would reply, all that is nothing in face of the one 
thing: John XXIII was great in service. In this he was the true disciple 
of another, through whom his greatness becomes indisputable: 'He who would 
be the greatest among you, let him be your servant.!. This Pope did not ~ 
evoke astonishment, admiration, or fear; he evoked love. John XXIII was 
absolutely indifferent about the things which make a man great in the eyes 
of other men; he thought only of what makes a man great in the eyes of God. 


"Tt is this spirit which distinguishes him from his predecessors. 
Which of the Popes whom the world considers great ever paid personal visits 
to the poor, comforted the sick in hospitals, or sought out priests whose 
lives had ended in shipwreck? Which of them found his way into the state 
prison in Rome. . .? All people of good will sensed again and again that 
this man desired nothing for himself; he lived only for others. . ." 


‘Speaking of the Pope's attitude to communism Professor King wrote: 


"In the basic sphere of doctrine and ethics, John XXIII never made the 
slightest concession to communism. On the contrary, he constantly insisted 
on the need for respect of human dignity, freedom, and the rights of the 
individual in state and society. He considered himself responsible for all 
Christians, including those behind the Iron Curtain, whom we are always 
ready to extol theoretically while in actual fact we write them off. Pope 
John XXIII was not prepared to write them off. 
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"It was a courageous decision to invite the representatives of the 
Russian Orthodox Church (to the Second Vatican Council). The Pope knew that 
most of the churches of Eastern Christendom are living in the political 
Sphere dominated by Russia. He wanted to help those millions of suffering 
Christians - Catholics and non-Catholics, As always, his concern was to 
help them and serve them. .. But for the Russian Orthodox Chursh itself it 
was extremely important, after decades of being cut off. . ,.to resume contact, 
to listen, to observe, and to reply. Everyone who talked with the Russian 
observers to the Vatican Council was struck by the distinguished manner in 
which they fulfilled their task. .. By inviting the Russian Orthodox 
observers the Pope ensured that the Council would not be misused for the 
purpose of a purely negative anti-communist propaganda (which is particularly 
widespread in Italy) and which talks a lot but in fact does very Littles). . 


"John XXIII will be recorded in the history of the Church as the Pope 
who succeeded in shaking the Catholic Church out of its reserve with regard 
to ecumenical efforts, and making it play an active part in the struggle for 
Christianvini ty." ; Admittedly, the Roman Church had already "opened its 
arms" to other Christians, but John XXIII was the first Pope to show that 
opening its arms was not enough. It must first touch the hands ‘of other — 
Christians , . ,(and) the first step towards reunion, . .is ‘the renewal of 
the Catholic Church itself. It was this tremendous programme which he 
placed before the Second Vatican Council, 


"John XXIII conceived the plan of the Vatican Council in the chilé-like 
eonfidence of a Christian filled with faith, in the belief that with God!s 
help serious efforts must be made to overcome the misery of the Church's 
GiViGLON. | so 5 

"The Catholic Church will not be able to reverse what John XXIII has., 
done. With him a new epoch of church history has opened, an epoch with new 
life, new freedom, new hope, His last wish expressed on his deathbed was 
that the Council would continue its blessed work." EPS, Geneva 


IN PRIBF 


Roman Catholic and Protestant leaders in Munich, Germany, have drawn 
up @ joint circular protesting the World Congress of Jehovah!s Witnessess 
to be held in that city July 21-28, "It is unthinkable that we should wel- 
come people who ocriticize our Christian faith and disturb our peace", the 
circular states. 


abl dite ey 


The General Council of the Baptist Church of the Lower Congo has 
decided to build a biblical institute at Thysville, It will be officially 
opened in March, 1964, Its director will be Pastor C.A. Couldridge. 


Re 0 Re 


The Synod of the Presbyterian Church in the Congo has appointed Rev. John 
Kabongo, a pastor of the Baluba tribe, as Moderator. The appointment merits 
attention in view of the fact that the majority of the 65 members of the 
Synod belong to the Lulua tribe, which has not been on good terms with the 


Baluba tribe. 
%¥ * * 


No. 23 - 2lst March, 1963 a get 


Four hundred thousand pounds of wheat is being made available to cyclone 
victims in Bast Pakistan through Church World Service, overseas relief agency 
for the National Council of Churches in the USA. . 

ENR nie To a acae 


Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic churches in Lebanon have been 
“invited to send representatives to a meeting to discuss the setting up of 
a corps of laymen volunteers who would visit each other's churches and hold 
discussions on worship and discipline with the aim of encouraging. better 
relations on the local parisly level. Plans’ for the meeting were made at a4 
recent session of the Committee on the Unity of the Church of the Near Hast 
Christian Council in Beirut. Churches involved will include the Anglican, 
‘Evangelical, Armenian, French Reformed, German, Greek Orthodox, Roman . 
Catholic, and Greek Catholic. % . Ee 


x * & 


Dedication of the first-mosque in Switzerland. will take place in’ Zurich 
June 22-24%. Sir Muhammed Zafrulla Khan, president of the general assembly: 
of the United.Nations, vice-president of the International Court, and past 
minister of foreign affairs, in Pakistan, will preside at the todo trae 


The Zurich mosque belongs’ to the Ahmadiyya sect of Islam, which se 
regarded as heretical by orthodox Muslims, The sect was founded in 1899 by 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, who claimed to have received divine revelation 
that he should fulfill prophecies. about Muhammed, Moses, and Jesus and 
establish a universal brotherhood, The ivamecd te European Mission is based 
in England and has work in France, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, and 
Switzerland. The mosque in Zurich is intended to serve as a centre for work 
in Switzerland, Austria, and Italy, C 


* * »* 


The World Council of Churches resettled 1,662 refugees during May, the 
highest figure for any month so far this year. Of this number 1,115 went 
to Australia and 335 to the United States. The month's figure brings the 
total resettled during the first five months of the year to 5,343. 


x OR 


enone nl ipo? Baptist Federation camel aciey ey at the All- hag ween 
Peace Conference to be held in Prague, Cuechosiovakia in 1964 has been - 
approved by the Executive Committee of the Federation meeting in Lisbon, 
Portugal. The committee voted unanimously that the Federation president, 
the Rev. Baungaard Thomsen of Copenhegen, should attend along with two 
others, including.if BRFS EE OF YP. “Erik Ruden, general secretary of the 
Federation. sh is ; ‘ler ‘ms 
et ag 


English-language Baptist churches of Europe will engage in simultan- 
eous evangelistic campaigns, September 15-29, it has been announced by the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. The campaigns will be sponsored by 
the Association of Baptists in’ Continental Burope, ax organization of 
English-language churches. A total of 26 churches will participate: 18 in 
Germany, seven in France, and one in Spain. EPS, Geneva 
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BDITOR'S NOTE 


The first paragraph of a story titled "Christians Must Set Religious 
Liberty Example, European Experts Declare", (page Fv Eo NOpmoas. June Td) 
has apparently led to a misunderstanding of the conclusions to which the 
consultation described actually came. 


This first paragraph of the EPS story stated: "Christians themselves 
must set the example of true religious freedom to the world and cannot 
expect the State to make special legal provisions in this POEPALCs irene 


section 12 of the consultation conclusions reads: "Christians, in 
their relations among themselves and their various religious groups, must 
set an example for the world. They have the duty to witness to their faith 
but they must avoid the perversion of witness. It is not the task of the 
State to make special legal provisions in this regard." 


section 14 of the conclusions states: "Christians cannot expect a 
secular state to accept a Christian conception of religious liberty in its 
theological foundation and expressions. Therefore this conception must be 
translated into terms of the common human rights," 


section 10 of the conclusions states: ", . ,adequate conditions of 
religious liberty require both legal provision and factual realization in 
society", 


These sections make clear that the conclusions reached by the confer- 
ence in no way contradict the constant ecumenical conviction that Christians 
expect the State to recognize and protect religious liberty with legal 
provisions. 


EPS sincerely regrets any misunderstandings resulting from its 
interpretation. 
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Special Report ah 
USA NATIONAL COUNCIL CALLS FoR 
DIRECT ACTION AGAINST SEGREGATION 


(New York) - The General Board of the National Council of Churches has urged 
direct and immediate action against racial discrimination in the face of 
what it termed "a crisis involving the entire nation and the fundamental 
concepts of freedom and justice", 


The statement, unanimously adopted at the Spring session of the policy- 
making body, called specifically for demonstrations and other protests 
against racial inequality on both national and local levels. 


"Now. is the time for action - even costly action that may jeopardize 
the organizational goals, and institutional structures of the Church, ,ands a 
may. disrupt any fellowship that is less than fully obedient. to the Lord of 
the Church", it declared, | | 


"There is a growing consensus that’ this summer may be a decisive period 
in American history for beginning to deal with this haunting sin. Laenywor iG 
watches to see how we will act - whether with courage or with fumbling 
expediency. 


"In such a time the Church of Jesus Christ is called upon to put aside 
every lesser engagement, to confess her sins of omission and delay, and to 
move forward +o witness to her essential belief that every Child of trod ws 
a brother to every other." ; 


The Board outlined a three-point, strategy for action by its 31 Protest- 
ant anc Orthodox member churches: 


- "to invite Roman Catholic and Jewish ecumenical leadership to share 
with us in action to aid desegregation of American life... 


- "to urge every member communion to impress upon its people the serious 
naturé of the present hour and to press vigorously for their involvment in 
every phase of the struggle for justice, including negotiation and 
demonstrations. . . 


~ 'to commit ourselves, as members of the General Board, to engage per- 
sonally in negotiations, demonstrations, and other direct action. . ahs GO 
invite Roman Catholic and Jewish leadership to join us in making a united 
presentation before congressional committees on the subject of civil rights 
legislation: (and) to issue a call to Protestant and Orthodox leaders, and 
an invitation to religious leaders of all faiths to assemble in Vashington 
as soon as is strategic. . .to demonstrate our solidarity dn supporntiiot 
racial justice. . .and to witness to the fact. that this is a national moral 
issue and not a regional problem." | 


To implement this action the General Board asked its president, Mr. J. 
Irwin Miller, to appoint a 25-member interracial Commission on Religion and 
Race to "make commitments, call for actions, take risks on behalf of the 
National Council which are required by the situation and are consistent both 
with the substance and the implications of the actions of the NCC in the area 
of religion and race", . 


‘Further, it:said, the Commission should encourage negotiations, demon- 
strations, and direct action in places of particular crisis; mobilize . 
resources to encourage legislative and executive acts to bring dignity, 
equality, and justice to all Americans; mobilize the resources of Tate, aes 
churches in order to desegregate allof the institutions of the Cnurehs ard 
develop’ and implement long-range strategy so that "a continuing design of.. 
action will move us steadily towards the moral goal of full human rights for 
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In a separate, but related action, the General Board called for Christ- 
jan support of and participation in "responsible and disciplined" economic 
pressures when necessary to eliminate injustice based on "race, creed, or 
national origin". 


Events elsewhere on the race relations scene last week included theses 


- Mr. Miller, as president of the NCC, asked for a nation-wide tolling 
of church bells as a unified expression of sorrow over the assassination of 
Medgar. Evers, 37, a Negro integration leader in Jackson, Miss. |In tele- 
grams to the Councils! 31 Protestant and Orthodox member churches, he urged 
them to call upon congregations to join in mourning the "martyr's death". 
Mr. Evers, a field secretary of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Coloured People, was shot from ambush as he stepped out of his car in 
front of his home after returning from a church rally. The National Council 
announced it has authorized a grant of $2,000 for an educational fund for. 
Mr. Evers! three young children. The Council was represented at his funeral 
by a delegation of high-ranking churchmen. 


- The pastor and assistant pastor of the largest Methodist Church in- 
Mississippi (4,000 members) resigned after five Negroes were refused admis~ 
sion to the Sunday morning service. The Rev. W.B. Selah, pastor of Gailoway 
Memorial Methodist Church in Jackson, said: "I know in conscience there can 
be no colour bar in a Christian church so I will ask the bishop for another 
appointment". Also on the same Sunday morning three other white Protestant 
churches in Jackson turned away 12 other Negroes, but it was reported that 
five Negroes went to Mass at St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church, where Negroes 
have regularly attended services for years. 


. -A\ Methodist minister in Detroit, Michigan, resigned because his "con- 
science" would not allow him to remain as minister of a congregation which 
he said had taken a "weak, soft" stand on racial issues. Dr. John L. Adame 
said he will leave the pastorate at Nardin Park Methodist Church, which 
recently decided to sell its building in the inner city and move to the 
suburbs. He said the decision "involved race. . win terms of whether to 
merge with another congregation". : 


- The Alabama-West Florida Methodist Conference adopted a resolution 
declaring that there,is no scriptural warrant for excluding any person from 
a particular church. Despite this action, the Conference elected three pro- 
segregationists to represent it at the 1964 quadrennial Methodist General 
Conference. 


=~ Religious leaders in Charlotte, N.C., joined Negroes in a three-day 
test project in which they dined together in local.restaurants and used motel 
and hotel facilities. The project was the latest ina series of steps which 
have led to desegregation of various public facilities and several churches. 


- The annual Methodist Conference in Louisville, Kentucky, passed a 
strongly-worded resolution calling on individual church members to assist 
in desegregation of communities in Western Kentucky. 


_- A Negro clergyman of the Protestant Episcopal Church in St. Paul, Minn- 
esota, urged white people to join Negro churches instead of waiting for 
Negroes to come to white congregations. "There is no sense inviting a 
black man to your congregation, the Rev. D.A. Carty said. "It just swells 
a white man's pride that he has integrated his church by inviting one Negre- 
Christ did not wait for the woman of Samaria to come to Him. Chris* went 
ewer 


- A parishioner of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Berlin, N.J., was 
excommunicated because he expressed "malice and prejudice" toward Negro 
members of the small, rural congregation. EPS, Geneva 
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POPE PAUL VI PLEDGES 
CONTINUATION OF JOHN'S POLICIES 


(Rome )--— The newly elected Pope Paul VI, the former Giovanni Battista 
Cardinal Montini, Archbishop of Milan, in his first message to the world 
Since his-election last Friday pledged himself to pursue the policies of 
his predecessor, the late Pope John XXIII, 


in particular he promised to devote "the pre-eminent part of our ponti- 
ficate to the continuation of the Ecumenical Council Vatican II on which 
the eyes of all men of goodwill are focused, 


"We open our arms to all those who glory in-the name of Christ", he 
declared. "We call them 'brethren'. They shall know that they will find 
with us constant understanding and good will. They will find in Rome the 
paternal house." 


In his first speech, urbi et orbi (to the city of Rome and to » 
the world), made less than 24 hours after his election, he also said he 
wished to make every effort "for the conservation of peace among nations - 
peace which is not merely absence of warlike rivalry or armed factions but 
a reflection of the order wished by God", 


Another aim of his pontificate, he said, would be to obtain social and 
international justice. "The love of God demands of all men a more equit- 
able solution of social problems", he declared. 


| Iwo days later, on June 24, in a speech to diplomats of 50 nations 
accredited to the Vatican, he pledged that he would do his utmost to contri- 
bute to world peace. At the same time, he said the Vatican would not inter- 
fere "in the affairs or in the interests deriving from temporal powers". 


He said the church respects "the dignity and mission of each nation, 
_both those distinguished by a long historic and cultural past and those 
which have just risen in our days to independence and a place in inter- 
national institutions", 
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The 65-year-old pontiff was elected in a conclave which lasted only 
Al hours, one of the shortest on record, indicating, as many observers have 
noted, that the cardinals had already made up their minds to elect him as 
John's successor. 


The new pope, who has been described as a scholarly prelate and a deeply 
devout priest, played an outstanding role in the government of his church 
for 20 years before he was made Archbishop OL (Mi Lan, an 2oae As Substi- 
tute Secretary of State for Ordinary Affairs during the reign of Pope Pius 
XII he acquired a knowledge of Vatican and church affairs surpassed by few 
men. During the illness preceding the death of Pope Pius in.1958, he was 
virtually in command of the church. 


In Milan he was known.as "the. working-man's archbishop" because of his 
deep interest in social problems. He has visited the United States twice, 
the last time in 1960 and last July made a month-long tour of Africa, . He 
was elected to the Sacred College of Cardinals in LOD Bi 


His coronation ‘will take place in St. Peter's Basilica in the early 
morning of June 30. In the western Church the day is the Feast of St. Paul. 
ant , | Sheng ene ts mat Mae See ' EPS, Geneva 


44 CHRISTIAN LEADERS URGE 
SUPPORT OF THST BAN TREATY 


(San Francisco, Calif.) - Forty-four US Protestant and Orthodox leaders here 


issued a statement calling upon Americans to support. President Kennedy in 
his efforts to secure a-nuclear test ban treaty with the Soviet Union. 


Protestant Episcopal Bishop James A. Pike of California made the © 
statement public on behalf of the other signatories. M 


Signatories included the leaders of four denominations, 13 bishops, 
18 heads of Protestant theological seminaries, and two former presidents of 
the National Council of Churches. ah a 


"President Kennedy has told his country and the world that an effective 
treaty with the Soviet Union to ban all nuclear tests - in all enviroments 
- is not only in the best interests of world peace, but in the best inter- 
ests of the national security of the United States", the statement said. 


Ete believe him. Without such a treaty, no man is secure, every man 
in every country can look to the day when the nuclear threat will come home 
to him." Unless nuclear testing is stopped, they warned, the USA and the 


USSR "will compete with each other in greater potential for death". 3 
5 EPS, Geneva 


TRIAL OF DR. BLAXALL 
POSTPONED FOR FIFTH TIME 


(Johannesburg) - The trial of the Rev. Arthur Blaxall, 72, on charges aris- 
ing out of the Suppression of Communism Act, has been postponed for the 
fifth time; It is now scheduled July 15. (See EPS No. 16) 


' Dr. Blaxall, an outstanding Christian leader who is particularly 
known for his work with the blind, was arrested April 20. He is free .on 
£250 bail, provided he reports to the police every three dayse HPS, Geneva 


No. 24 ~ 28th June, 1963 2 


PRESBYTERIAN ASSEMBLY OPPOSES 
TALKS WITH UNITED CHURCH IN CANADA 


(Toronto) ~ Told by a former moderator that such action would be "unwise, 
dangerous, and futile", the annual General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada rejected a suggestion that it open talks on organic union 
with the United Church of Canada. (See EPS No. 23) 


The former moderator, the Rev. J.L.W. McLean of Victoria, B.C., 
proposed, and the Assembly agreed, that these questions be submitted to 
presbyteries, 


"In view of the emphasis on unity presently advocated in ecumenical 
circles, should the Presbyterian Church continue as a separate denomination, 
and if so, why?"; and "How can our denomination best contribute to the 
ongoing life of God's Church in Canada?" 


_ The presbyteries! replies will go to the Committee on Inter-Church 
Relations which will make recommendations to the 1964 General Assembly. 


(The Presbyterian Church recently conferred on unity with the Anglican 
Church of Canada - as the United Church of Canada has been doing for nearly 
20 years. The United Church was born in 1925 of a merger of most Presby- 
terlians, Methodists, and Congregationalists, Those who stayed out of the 
union form the Presbyterian Church today. There has been no discussion on 
union between the two groups since the union.) 


In other sessions the Assembly: 


- Urged the Federal government to consider wilful desertion as grounds 
for divorce. Adultery is the only ground. for divorce in Canada. They 
urged the government to appoint a royal commission (investigative body) on 
the subject. (The Presbyterian action followed by a week a similar action 
from the Toronto Diocese of the Anglican Church in Canada. The Anglicans 
asked for an easing of their own church!s marriage canon, which bars the 
remarriage of divorced persons. ); 


- Praised Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson for his efforts to renego- 
tiate Canada's nuclear role to one involving conventional armament and urged 
that nuclear arms be restricted to as few nations as possible, It also 
expressed hope for a speedy abolition of all nuclear weapons everywhere, 

. . | | EPS, Geneva 


BUDDHISTS ASK RELEASE 
OF JAILED DEMONSTRATORS 


(Saigon, S.Vietnam) - Buddhist leaders have asked the government of Presi- 
dent Ngo Dinh Diem to release all Buddhist prisoners arrested during the 
recent religious unrest in South Vietnan. 


Release of the prisoners is one of the major Buddhist demands for 
redress of alleged religious discrimination. The government is predomin- 
antly Roman Catholic. 


The Buddhists have been protesting against the government since May 8 
when a religious demonstration in Hue was fired on by government troops. 
Nine persons were killed. 


Tension was heightened later when a Buddhist monk committed suicide 
publicly by burning himself to death as fellow monks held a religious 
liberty demonstration. EPS, Geneva 
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IRISH METHODISTS WHLC OME 
PRESBYTERIANS! APPROACH 


(Dublin) - The 194th conference of the Methodist Church in Ireland has 

agreed to accept the invitations of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church to engage in "immediate conversations" with a view to closer relations 
between the two churches. 


The resolution drew.attention to the fact that the Methodist Church in 
Great Britain "with which we have close constitutional ties" is currently 
considering the report on possible union with the Church of England, 


These deliberations, it said, "may shortly precipitate. . .conversa- 
tions between the Episcopal Church of Scotland and the Methodist Church in 
Scotland, and between the Anglican Church of Wales and our Methodist 
churches there. 


"We would want to engage in any discussions that may flow from these 
conversations here in Ireland and we must consider what effects any decision 
in Britain would have for us. On this understanding", the resolution said, 
"we would gladly begin conversations with the Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
and would welcome any extension to include other Christian denominations," 


In another session the conference named as president the Rev. P.H. 
Hig wot Cork, 


In his inaugural address, Mir. Hill warned that Christian unity that is 
sought "because it can better resist communism, or save men and money, .or 
close redundant churches is not going to succeed, 


"The fundamental reason for unity is that it is the will of.God", he 
stressed, adding that "perhaps here in Ireland, in our very limited but 
praiseworthy attempts at cooperation, we are beginning to find that coopera- 
tion is no substitute for corporate unity." . EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP SEES METHODIST-ANGLICAN 
PLAN CRUCIAL FOR FREE CHURCH REUNION - 


(London) - The Rt. Rev. S. Faulkner Allison, Anglican Bishop of Winchester, 
said here that if the Church of England and the Methodist Church cannot be 
united, there is no hope of reunion between the Church of England and any of 
the British Free Churches. 


Describing the Church of England and the British Methodist Church as 
the parent bodies of the two world-wide Christian communions, Dr. Allison 
said that if they were to recover their unity it would bring immense . 
encouragement to Anglicans and Methodists everywhere. — 


While churches of the two communions around the world have an acute 
awareness of the necessity for the Church to recover its unity Lf Tt. texto 
fulfil its mission, he said, they have been holding back only from a sense 
of loyalty to‘their divided parent bodies in Britain. 


He added that now for the first tine Anglicans and Methodists, who 
have so often professed a deep concern for unity, find themselves confronted 
with concrete. proposals for their own reconciliation. Their response to 
these proposals, he said, would be a test of their integrity and sincerity. 
eae EPS, Geneva 
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PATON EXPRESSES HOPE FOR 
CHANGE WITHOUT VIOLENCE. 


(Capetown) - Alan Paton,. the South African novelist, and president of the 
Liberal Party, told some 400 students at the University of Capetown here, 
that although he believed a radical change in the country's Society could be 
achieved without bloodshed, an increasing number of "completely frustrated 
South Africans" were coming to regard violence as the only solution. 


However, he said, he did not think the system of white Supremacy would 
collapse until strong pressure was brought to bear on the government both. 
from within the country and outside it. 


At the present time, he said, he thought that internal pressure on the 
government was decreasing, while external pressure was increasing. In 
answer to a question if he advocated external pressure, he said he had done 
so in the past and that he stood by his previous statements. 


He said that he thought the possibility of change within the ruling 
Nationalist Party itself was "not very promising at the moment". 
EPS, Geneva 


PE'CTIONS VARY TO | 
USASUPREME COURT DECISION 


(lew York) - Protestant reaction to last week!s US Supreme Court decision 
banning devotional Bible reading and recitation of the Lord's Prayer in 
public schools, while mixed, has been largely favourable. qoaat 


Roman Catholic spokesmen, on the other hand, have generally deplored 
the ruling, while most Jewish leaders have supported it. 


One of the strongest pro-decision statements was issued by the. National 
Council of Churches which said the Court has "again fulfilled its function 
of settling peaceably disputes in the American community. The NCC statement 
also drew parellels between the ruling and its recently adopted statement 
on religion and the public schools. (See EPS No. 23) 


The NCC General Board's pronouncement of June 7 declared that "neither 
the Church nor the State should use the public school to compel acceptance 
of any creed or conformity to any specific religious practice", 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk (chief executive officer), and 
Dr. S.G. Kessler, moderator of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, 
said the ruling "underscored our firm belief that religious instruction is 
the sacred responsibility of the family and the churches", 


Dr. Carl F.H. Henry, editor of Christianity Toda » the conservative 
Protestant journal, said the Supreme Court had "wisely coupled its prohibi- 
tion of public school devotional exercises with the allowance of the Bible 
and its religious teaching in the instructional programme of the classroom", 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran Church in America, 
said he did not believe "much has been lost (by religion) in terms of the 
specific points covered by the decision", but said it presents a future 
Challenge to the church. ' 


He said that had the Supreme Court sanctioned recitation of the Lord's 
Prayer in classrooms "only for the sake of the moral and ethical atmosphere 
it creates. . .(it) would have been worth nothing to me as a Christian, 

The Lord's Prayer is the supreme act of adoration and petition or it is 
Gebased,"! 
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Similarly, he said, the reading of the Bible without comment "has been 
of dubious value as either an educational or religious experience", 


several. Protestant leaders opposed vne cecisions: 


Y Bishop. Fred. Pierce Corson, presagend of the World Methodist Council, 
said that the ruling "penalized. . .religious people who are very eran 
in the majority in the United sy ee He forecast the start of "a new 
movement among Protestant and Catholics for parochial education simply to 
‘protect their children from a growing secularism which now seems to have 
invaded the courts". _ 


Protestant Episcopal Bishop Jemes A. Pike of California claimed that the 
-decision imposes "secularism by default" on the public school system. 


_ Evangelist Billy Graham said that he was "shocked" and that the 
‘decision was "wrong", 


Roman Catholic opposition to the decision was couched largély in terms 
of the belief that it represents the further encrcachment of secular -values — 
in US life, 


Typical was the comment by Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New 
York, interviewed in Rome where he was present for the election of the new 
Pope, who said that "we are becoming very definitely secularized. I think 
(the decision) will do great harm to our country. . . No one who believes 
Py Od ss can approve such.a decision." . 


Jewish leaders. who praised thé decision included Rabbi Uri Miller, 
president of the Synagogué Council of America, who declared: "The Sup noals 
Court. . .has again concurred with its previous opinions that the classrooms 
should not be used for religious instruction."' He added that the concept of 
church-state separation "has not led to the separation of Americans from 
E God Jie ols 


‘Weanwhile, a meeting of prominent Protestant, ‘Roman Catholic, and Jewish 
leaders called by the National Conference of Christians and Jews issued a 
joint statement commending discussion of the decision to citizens throughout 
the country. Their statement also noted that "the decision does not endorse 
iereligion ar: athe ism. 


"The Court emphatically states its belief that the place of religion in 
American society is an exalted one. The policy of ‘wholesome neutrality’ 
which the Court asserts neither advances ‘nor inhibits religion. We see no 
need to amend the Constitution or change the role of Beit supreme Court", 
they said. ib Rah a 


It is estimated that upwards of 50 per cent of all us “sohool ‘districts 
will be affected by the ruling with the greatest changes in the South and 
East where a great majority of ‘schools open the day with prayer or Bible 
reading. 

, Most state education officials have promised quick adherence to the 
Court's ruling. In most cases the change will occur in September when the 
1963-64 school year opens, EPS, Geneva 
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PROTBSTANTS AND ORTHODOX JOIN 
ROMAN CATHOLICS IN HAILING ELECTION OF POPE PAUL VI 


The election of Pope Paul VI has been hailed by Protestants and Orthodox 
leaders, as well-as by Roman Catholics, many of whom cabled him their prayers 
and best wishes. The National Council of Churches (USA) assured the new _ 
Pope in a cable of "prayers that the Holy Spirit may richly endow you with 
grace, wisdom, and charity in carrying forward your work of Christian. 
renewal, ..."— 7 


Metropolitan Germanos of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 
South America cabled: 'We thank God for entrusting leadership of Roman 
Catholicism to a man of your great capabilities and humanity and pray Him to: 
grant you strength, inspiration, and well being to continue the work of your 
great predecessor for Christian unity, world peace, and the welfare of 
mankind", 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. A.M. Ramsey, sent greetings saying 
that "Anglicans everywhere will pray that God will give your Holiness 
strength and blessing in the service of Christendom". 


Prases Kurt Scharf of Berlin, chairman of the Council of the Evangeli-. 
cal Church in Germany, declared: ". . .the result of the papal election 
shows that among the Cardinals the group:which supports the concerns of the 
late Pope at the Vatican Council forms a strong majority. I welcome th's 
fact for the sake of the ecumenical task in which all Christians share. 

The Protestant Church is following this decision in the Roman Catholic Church 
with brotherly sympathy and with sincere intercession." 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover expressed the hope "that the spirit 
which John XXIII brought into the conversation between the two great 
Christian confessions may be preserved". 


Dr. Otto Dibelius of Berlin expressed his Satisfaction that Cardinal 
Montini had been elected because he is "se younger man with a resolute, 
reconciliatory attitude in this critical situation". 


Dr. Gerhard May of Vienna, Bishop of the Evangelical Church in Austria, 
also welcomed the choice of Montini. He said that Protestants "had 
expected and hoped for this choive, because it was a guarantee that the: 
poiicy of his predecessor would be continued. ' 


Patriarch Alexis, of the Russian Orthodox Church, sent the following 

message to Pope Paul ‘VI: "I pray that God may aid your future work. We- 

hope that the Roman Catholic Chureh of which you are the head will effect- 
ively serve the cause of the reconciliation of mankind". 


In Paris Pastor Marc Boegner expressed the "great hope" kindled in him 
by "this event, which may have important consequences for the continuation 
of the work of the Vatican Council, and for the ecumenical movement". 


Newspaper comments ‘also were highly. favorai..>: 


The Times of London said: "The Sacred College has met the challenge of 
John XXIII's legacy by electing the man whose promise was to maintain the 
broad vision set by the last head of. the Roman Church and whose comparative 
youth combined with some striking gifts of mind and character promises a% 
the same time a reign of potential greatness", 


The New York Herald Tribune said that the new Pope "most clearly 
stands for the spirit which animated the last Pope" and that he "unequivoc- 
ally represents John's ideals and ideas, and personifies the trend of the 
HKeumenical Council". 
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The Guardian, in an editorial entitled "The Right Successor to Pope — 
John", said there is "every veason to expect Paul VI to further his predeces- 
sor's conciliatory and understanding policy towards the rest of Christendom 
and his efforts to alleviate the difficulties of Roman Catholics living 
under hostile regimes". 


The New York Times said that, on the bases of the new Pope's speeches 
and writings: “it can be fully expected that Pope Paul will reconvene the 
Second Vatican Council and will work as Pope John did, for Christian unity 
and for-world peace. :. ." EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH AND GOVERNMENT DIGNITA?1u5 
MARK MOUNT ATHOS'S 1,O000TH ANNIVERSARY 


(Mount Athos, Greece) - High-ranking church and government dignitaries 
gathered here June 22-24 to mark the one thousandth anniversary of the 
founding of the monastic community on Mount Athos, Greece. 


The celebrations brought together the largest number of Orthodox 
Patriarchs assembled at one place in several centuries. Those present 
included, in addition to Patriarch Athenagoras of Constantinople, who was 
the host, the Patriarchs of Jerusalen, Serbia, Rumania, and Bulgaria. 


Also present were Archbishop Chrysostom of Athens and All Greece and 
Archbishop Nicodim of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


Other international church leaders present included Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, New York, representing the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran 
World Federation, and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, also representing the World 
Council. 


Heading the delegation of Greek government leaders was King Paul. 


Special services were celebrated in the Protaion Church in Karye and in 
the Megisti Lavra, the oldest monastery at the site. 


The Bcumenical Patriarch in his address to the assemblage underscored 
that at a time when men are turning their attention especially to the . 
external world, the message of the Holy Mountain of Athos concerning the 
inner life is of great significance. 


He also stressed that Mount Athos should be considered the spiritual 
centre for the whole Orthodox world and render its service for the promotion 
of the unity of all Christians, EPS, Geneva 


VOLUME SERIES PLANNED ON 
"GOD, WAN, CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY" 


eae. Cergue ) - An international group of some 50 theologians, economists, 
sociologists, historians, and others meeting here have outlined plans for 
four, or possibly five, major volumes on the general topic "God, Man, and 
Contemporary Society". RT 


The volumes will be published in connection with a major world vonfer- 
ence on the subject to be held in 1966 under auspices of the World Council 
of Churches. The exact date and place of the conference are still to be 
decided. 
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The conference is being scheduled to help churches meet the impact of 
new developments which are greatly changing traditional ideas about Christian 
witness in society, 


The general areas with which the. volumes will deal will bes"41,*2Hegs 
logical foundations of Christian social ethias;. 2, Responsible government 
in a revolutionary age; 35. The problems and challenges presented by 
economic growth and technology; and 4. Persons and communities in emerging 
world society. It is also possible there will be a fifth volume dealing 
with problems of development of a common ethos in national and. world society. 


Participants in she meeting which was chaired by Mr. M.M: Thomas, 
director of the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion ana Society, 
Bangalore, India, outlined general areas and chapter topics to be included 
in each volume. tpn ee inal | | . ; ) 

The conference suggested that each volume should include contributions 
from persons representing various political, church, and geographical back- 
grounds in order to give as wide as possible presentation of current views 
on each topic. Wee. Seth era ey a tis | Bs 


 ” The Rev. Paul Abrecht, executive secretary of the iCC!g Department on 
Church and Society, said that through the volumes and the conference it ig 
hoped to have much more genuine dialogue between Christians of Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America on the one hand and those from Europe and North America on 
the other, than has been possible in the past. He noted also the Gt is 
expected that the Orthodox voice will be considerably more prominent in the 
dialogue than has been true previously. 


The report of the donference will be presented to the WCC's Central 
Committee when it meets in Rochester, N.Y, (Usa in August. It is planned 
that the volumeswill be published in 1965, HPS, Geneva 


PACIFIC LEADERS PLAN 
EDUCATION CURRICULA — 


(Suva, Fiji) - Twenty-nine delegates representing 13 church bodies LH VES CNR 
Pacific Island countries met here recently to plan Christian education 
curricula for their churches. Twenty-one of the group were -nationals and 
8-were missionaries, ris 2 is. 


The three-week conference was held at the request of several churches 
in the South Pacific made to the World Council of Christian Gducation., — 
The Council made funds available for a Planning Committee of represéntatives 
from the area which met three times in preparation for the conference itself, 


The conference drew up a list of needs in Christian education for each 
age group in the area divided into cycles of three years except for pre- 
school materials (one year) and youth work materials (four years). 


The materials will be organized under major themes including: God, 
Jesus Christ, the Church, Christian Living, and the Bible. Others may be 
added later. 


A writers! workshop for persons who will prepare the new materials was 
held immediately following the conference. This workshop named an editorial 
board of seven members with an additional four corresponding members. Two 
persons were named as joint editors, to work for three years. <A budget for 
each of the three years was approved with askings for one third of this to 
go to the Pacific Island churches. The balance will be sought from mission 
boards by the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Associa- 
tion. It is planned to have the English edition ready by September 1965. 

EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


A group of clergymen representing Anglican, United, and Roman Catholic 
Churches in Toronto, Canada, have joined forces to protest against slums. 
They were led in their appearance before the city's Board of Control by 
Auxiliary Bishop F. A. Marrocco of the Catholic diocese. In their brief, 
the clergy asked for a. low-income family housing projeot;. row housing as_ 
the most desirable type for large families; a citizens' housing committee 
.to explore the situation and give voluntary leadership, and special grants 
to families who need aid in paying rent, 


* * * 


-The Christian Retreat and Study Centre, Rajpur, Dehra Dun, India, has 
announced the appointment as associate director of the Rev. Dharam Vir 
Singh, a member of the Methodist Church. Formerly on the staff of the Union 
Theological Seminary, Bereilly, for the past two years he has been at the 
United Theological College, Bangalore, where he took the M.Th, course in 
Church History and served as a member of the faculty for one year. The 
Centre conducts inter-denominational programmes of study conferences and 
retreats for lay men and women, 


* Gay ci 


The National Council of Churches (USA) has announced formation of a 
special youth department in its new Commission on Religion and Race. Carl 
Zietlow of New York, acting director of the National Student Christian 
Federation's Ecumenical Voluntary Service, has been named its 
full-time director. The: commission will work closely with the interracial 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and the NCC Youth Department in 
mobilizing Protestant and Orthodox youth in the fight against discrimination. 


* * * 


Paul-Emile Cardinal Léger, Archbishop of Montreal, has directed the 
establishment of an coumenical centre in the city. The centre will be 
supervised by the Jesuit Fathers, under the direction of Father Irenée 
Beaubien, S.J., chairman of the Archdiocesan Ecumenical Commission founded 
last year by Cardinal Léger. It will be open to members of all religious 
bodies and will house a library containing books presenting various points 
of view on religion and related matters. It also will organize events bring- 
ing together representatives of various faiths to promote better mutual 
understanding. Activities will begin in the early fall. 
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OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
DURING THE FIRST SEMESTER 1963 


Dede ann re ae at ieraeenere omtnensrirnicoralemaamn bonne pba aseen niwnstaaeyoeal nits ag 


In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the index 
from now on will provide a cross-reference in two categories. 


These are: 1) geographical and organizational; and 2) substance. 


The sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically. and 
stories are listed in chronological order according to the number of the 
issue in which each. appeared. In some instances stories are listed under 


more than one of the sub-divisions of each category. "In Brief" items are 
not listed. 


CATEGORY Is Geographical and organizational 


Continents 

Countries 

Keumenical bodies 

Roman Catholic Church - 
World confessional bodies 


World Council of Churches 


CATEGORY II: Substance 
Atheism 
Bible 
Brotherhoods and communities 
Christian unity and ecumenical attitudes 
Church construction and architecture 
Church-state relations 
Church union 
Confessional and denominational life and structure 
Confessionalism 
Conscientious objectors 
Education (general, Christian) 
Ethics (personal, professional, social) 


Information (publications, press,. . 
broadcasting, film, photo - see also Bible) 


Inter-Church Aid 
Inter-church contacts and exchanges 
Inter-confessional relations 


Inter-faith relations 
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International affairs 

Laity a 

Missions (home, foreign) : 

National independence ana. aathey 

Non-Christian religions 

Nuclear .energy and weapons. 
Orthodoxy 

vs Personal liberty — | seis | 

Personalities (appointments, distinctions, -obituaries, etc.) 
Proselytism a ‘ 

Race relations 

Rallies 

Refugees 

Religious liberty 

Repentence actions and reconciliations 

Social, economic, and political problems and Christian action 
Social service 

Theology (in general and items not covered elsewhere) 
Vatican II - Houmenical Council 

Women (ordination, etc.) and children 

Youth 
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CATEGORY Ts Geographical ai and organizational 


Continents 


AFRICA: 


acess Christian Youth Challenged at Assembly ...... 1 
African Youth Assembly Pledges Itself to Promote Church ae a 


Conference Studies Churches! Role in Education in Changing 
Africa (Special Report )2 


Kast African Churches Hold Theological Discussions. « .« «+> 4 
40 Enrotted in African Family, Home life Seminar... + sss)... 6 
PaC OVate vite tn Am ce Regis Rrogd ea etane pe oe elie! ole b 8 


All Africa Church Conference to Hold Constituting Assembly. . 11 
"Religious Peace Corps" Asked by African Anglican Prelate... 11 


All Africa Conference of Churches Founded at Kampala Assembly 
(Special Report) 15 


All Africa Conference of Churches Elects Four Presidents. .. 16 
African Women Ask Study of Ordination of Women... . . + «+ 16 
Protestant Literature Centre Opened at Yaoundé,” , (f° pr 2 a6 


AACC Issues Message to the Churches: Adjourns Historic First 

1 Assembly 17 
Committee Recommends WCC Support of New East African Newepaper 17 
Indigenous African Church Advocated Dy Romine SE OmM eee rate RG 
WCC to Plan Strategy for Meeting African Refugee Situations , 2i 


ASIA: Asian Church Leaders Discuss Overall Task in First of Three 
EACC "Situation Conferences" 9 
Far Kast Leader Condemns Confessionalism Which Judges and 
| Excludes Other Christians 11 
Joint Action for Mission Urged by BACC "Situation. Conferences" 14 
KUROPE : Churchmen Draft Constitution for Conference of European 
Churches, 5 
Kuropean Free Churches Confer on Possible Organic Unity ., . 7 
European Baptists Study Church-State Relations, +... . . «0. « 235 
Burpee Women Urea votudy of Nami ly. bithe Bthicsi... </a>. sew 14 
Commission Completes Plans for Buropean Migration Conference 
Next Month 18 
Mgr. Antoine Appointed Exarch of Western Burope . ..«.«-+.-. 19 
Churches Must Regard One Another as Equals, WPA Europe Group 
says 19 
haymen Debate Future of Huropean Community.’. . . . 2 « « « « #2 
LATIN Anglicans Chart Expansion in Latin America Programme, .... 5 
es Latin American Leaders Plan Study of Revolutionary Social 
Change :10 
Latin American Leaders Vote to Start Interdenominational Bible 
Seminary 21 
NEAR EAST: Arab Episcopalians Plan Study of Unity Proposals ..,..e.. 19 
PACIFIC Developing Relationships Between Pacific Churches , ..... 19 
OCEAN s 


Pacrrisuuescere Plan Moucation Curricu lay. eke se he ese eee 0 ea 
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Countries 
ALGERIA 3 
AUSTRALIA ¢ 


- Australian Government Rejects Compulsory Religious Instruction 


CCSA to Plant 70 Million Trees in AL BOCAS. Vener iniae we ta vate 


Australian Youth Build Home for Aboriginal pestis a, se en oe 


New Organization to Study Class, Racial Barriers in Australia: 


Draft Completed to Unite Three Australian Churches . .. . « 


Western Australian Churchmen Study Christian Unity .... « 


Australia dcumissien Backs Union ol Three*Chnrches 3st 4... 


Australians Discuss. "Basis of Union" Proposals 4. éc6 es « 


Australian Assembly Declares Opposition to Capital Punishment 


Anglican Prelate Urges Aid to Australian Church Schools... 


AUSTRIA: 
BELGIUM: 


~ BRAZIL: 


BULGARTA ¢ 
BURMA : 
BURUNDI: 


CAMEROUN : 


CANADA : 


CEYLON: 


100 Australian Protestants Share in Roman Catholic Mass. .; , 


Australian Missionary Council Speaks on skate iesici a Assimila- 
. tion Policy 


Protestants and Orthodox Join Roman Catholics in Hailing. . 


Election of Pope Paul VI 


Statute for Counted Objectors Approved by Belgium 


senate 


Brazilian Churches Plan Five-year Church and Society Action/ 
Study Project 


German Churches to Finance Centre in Brazil Slum , Ca are ee 
Brazilian Bishops’ Support of Agrarian Reform Creates Stir . 
Brazilian Protestants Claim State Schools Teach Catholicism 


VAtheLate lit Lupe Prod Bar eariame sis va te tcetid ae te heats heute ait 


British, American Methodist in Burma Back Union. « « « » « « 


Only Twelve Doctors in Burundi: CMS ire for Medical 
7 Personnel 


Kingdom of Burundiis New Constitution Guarantees Free Practice 


| of Religion 
Support of State Urged 1 by Cameroun Evangelical Church. « « « 
Cameroun Asks for Protestant Council Eo Pad neateat Vay a Umea a tay) pale 
United Church Journal Upholds. Nuclear Deterrent er Canada . 


96 Canadian Clex rgymen Denounce Nuclear Ang sco aN aria! eu, 


Anglican Synod Admits Women ASU DE 1S Sa GSS ues ther ws ws te at ater a 


Union of United and yi eee Churches in Canada Called "Dead 
Issue" 


‘Conference, Diocese Join in Drafting Union Plan. .::,.. sj. 


Toronto Anglicans Reject Ban on Canadian Nuclear Arms. ... 


Presbyterian Assembly Opposes Talks with United Church in 
Canada 


Ceylon Plans to. Tax Remaining Church Hohoolas ute vem iat ie sn! 


Sep ees Buddhists Protest Government School Take-over as Saar y cat 


ine) 
ee) 
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CHINA : USA Christians Urged to Feed People of China. ..., isis? ig Set tee 
' Escape From Chinese Mainland | Reported Now More Difficult Sperone hed! 


. CPEners Communists ener Attacks OY B18 Wh iy rots tee rele eR diet nee 


COLOMBIA s Dee centen Protestant-Catholic "Dialogue" Held in Colombia eal 
CONGO: Bible Reported "Best-seller" in Strife-torn Congo... ...s. 3 
wi Missionaries Still Needed by Congo Churches , Decent al Reports. 13 
CUBA: = Missions Official Cites National Leadership in Cuban Church . 6 
UN Fund Aid for Cuba Clarified by USA Church Groups. » .... 13 

Very Strong Vitality Reported Characteristic of Cuban Churches 14 

US Efforts to Curtail Cuba Trade Are Paes ee bywPOR see he ee O15 

Cuba Confiscates Christian Books pile terete tee eviel Re" el a” sigue sie 

DENMARK: Danish Lutheran Bishops Welcome Cardinal Bea . was is Salat’ emi eee 
Jewish Leader Pleads for Reconciliation wi th Germans «2 «se 2 

ECUADOR: Ecuador Protestants PlanuNati ona lw ChurGWi smi) caer bas « heecieue 5 
. Roman Catholic Hierarchy Urges Ecuador Agricultural Reforms. etre 
ETHIOPIA: Heumenical Agency Launched for Addis Ababa Radio HPOJGGTE ve. ei) aie od 
FRANCE:  Arohbishop Nicodim of the USSR Visits French Protestants « . . Il 
Taizé Brothers Give Up Farmland, Help Form New Cooperative .. 2 

Anglican Pe Lee rOrmnnd LOG B+ hte ter gtk tae at eg “eh igh Selig 


Vatican Council Seen As Search for Solution to "Crisis: of 
Modernism" 5 


Highlights of Barth Interview on Roman Catholic-Protestant 
Relations (Special Report). . 7 


mene Set pcte aod Defend Parents! Rights to Raise Children 
in Their Own;Faith .. 8 


French Leaders Ask Enactment of Conscientious Objector Legis- 
; ations Vese9 


_ Free Church Synod Withdraws From French Federation » .« + + « ** 10 


| Menhory ‘Or "Apostle of Unity" Honoured by Roman Catholics and 
. Protestants:. 12 
French Church Leaders Ask Aid for Miners! DERE VLG GAMO. ele fer tbe 


Foundation Stone Laid for Orthodox Centre: at Taizé « « » «+ « « 15 


Paris Mission Society. Leader Killed in African Plane Crash. . 17 
French Synod Asks Renunciation of Atomic Deterrent by. France nif! 


Frenchwomen Discuss Modern PHOTOS sie a enierewin 8 Sx a eypey@tes o-.s .« 20 


De Gaulle Asked to Aid Conscientious Objectors ....+.+...- 2i 
Christian Leaders of All Confessions Mourn Death of Pope John 21 
Pastor Boegner Received as Member of French Academy. ....'e 21 


* Death Penalty Opposed by French Protestant MagerRULOM: 6 ete ee 
“Statute for Conscientious Objectors Submitted to French Cabinet 23 


Protestants and Orthodox Join Roman Catholics in Hailing Elec- 
tion of Pope Paul VI. 24 
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GERMANY : 


GHANA: 
GREECE :° 


HAITI: | 


HONG . , 
KONG: ~ 


‘German Newspapers Criticize Theme of 1963 Kirchentag. .. + e 


All War-damaged Churches Rebuilt in West Berlin. . .« .e« « e« 
Krushchev Promises Study of EKID "Repentance" Plan. »« « » « +» 
Berlin Church Sets Up Separate Bodies in East and West Berlin 


Number au Pupils Receiving Religious Instruction in East 
Germany on Rise 


East German Bishop Pleads for End to Political Illusions. . . 
EKT) Synod Meeting May Not Include Bast German Leaders... .» 
West German Press Critical of Bishop Krummacher's Statement . 
EKID Synod Meets For First Time Without Hast German Represen- 

tatives. 


EKID Synod Says All Germans Must Accept Responsibility For 
: Nazi Crimes. .. 
BKID niger gency ies sures Maintain Hast-West eee Sipeeiey ac teas 


Confirmation Candidates Reported Increasing in Thuringia 
Despite State Pressures 


German Churches to Finance Centre LIy BINS LA LU ty gis ot oy ous aoe te: 
East German Churches Support Projects in 16 Countries . ... 
Hamburg Group to Ask Attendance. of Orthodox at Vatican Council 


Christians and Atheism Studied by Protestants and Orthodox. . 


Repentance Church’ Planned at Dachau: J So. SP Fee FePeyee Ciera 
- German Church Asks Members to Check Public. Statements in 


Advance 


German Methodist, Brethren Union Seen by 1968 . . .« «6 2 6 0 
Berlin Wall Called "Gravest Development" For German Churches. | 
WC , Vatican Should pom Representatives, Roman Catholic 


Bishop Says. . 


Christian Leaders of All Confessions Mourn Death of Pope John 


Bishop Mitzenheim Stresses Unity of German Churches . ...-. 
Appeals For Humanity Ignored, German Church Leaders: Charge. . 
EKID Leaders Tell East German Christians! First Allegiance 
Is to God (Special. Report) 
German Baptists Plan Mission Work’ Expansion {iowl.s . +. * » 
Church Part of Modern Skyline, Architect Tells Conference , 
Messages of Condolence on Pope John's Déath a eve vo se %s « 
eta ENS and Orthodox Join Roman Catholics in Hailing 
was Election of Pope Paul VI. . 


e e e e 


‘Nkrumah Urges Closer Government-Church Contacts . + «+ +a. 


‘Salary Increase Recommended for Greek Orthodox Sergiy te. So 
-"QPransferability" of Bishops Under Study in Greece. « « « « « 


Greek Orthodox Theologian Calls For "Christian Front" . . + . 
Greek Parish Priests Threaten Strike For Salary Increases, 

Other Benefits 

Moscow nig ape Sends Church of Greece Report on Vatican 

Council Proceedings 

Greek Revo anent Increases Grant to. Orthodox Church . . +. - 
wcC and LWF Representatives to Attend Orthodox Ceremony. . 


* Church and Government arin 5 Mark Mount Athos's 1, 000th. 


‘Anniversary. 


uate ge Missionaries in Haiti Plan to Stay oanate Crisis ahs 


. Foundation Stone Laid. for Hong Kong Training Centre. ....-. 


Escape From, Chinese Mainland Reported Now More Difficult... 


\O \O @—~ “1 MM 
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HUNGARY :° 


INDIA: 


INDONESTA : 


ISRAEL: 


Prelate Visits Cardinal Mindszenty at American Legation in 
Budapest 
Hungary Releases Five Roman peu TOY Beh Oat ncis Wea ts \ gy Velie ke 


New rmginas aChonen Backs: rtion | P Varying obo eke. cele id tule ove 
New Lay Training Centre in India Charts HOES WP Perehe lg amare 
More Negotiations Asked on India-Pakistan Church Merger. « « 
South India Union Plan for Six Churches Advances ..., wads 
Decline in Ministerial Students Challenges Indian Churches. , 
Mediation of Kashmir Dispute Urged if India-Pakistan Talks 
Break Down . 
Church of South India Opens Ecumenical Centre ....... ¢ 


Hospital le edi eatedyonybaland of Nigga ite hy bdo ge Agen, 
WCC Churches Send Help for Three Indonesian Hmergencies ,. , 
New Christian Newspaper Planned in Sarawak .,..... ee 


Israel Plans No Legislation to Stop Missions! Activities eats 
Bill to Control Christian Missions in Israel Reported in 
Preparation , 
Israeli Official Says No Anti-missionary Law Planned ...., 
Jewish Theologian Decries Attacks on Missions: Asks Chris- 
tian-Jewish Conversations 


New Bill Would Restrict Mission Work in Israel, .... 0 ee 
Christian Leaders in Israel Deny Proselytism Charges... 


' Anglican Leader Warns Against Over-zealous Missionaries in 


ITALY : 


JAPAN: 


LEraod san 


Bepret Union» of italy Now Autonomous Body... 1). s 66 a alee 
Catholic Jailed in Italy As Conscientious Objector ..... 
Florence Prelate Sees Changes in Catechism to Clarify Laity's 
may 2 Mission 
Italian Protestant Leader Warns Against "Sentimental 
| Keumenism" 
Italian Methodists Ask Conscientious Objector Legislation . 


. Protestants Main Authors of Special Issue of Japan Roman 


Catholic Clergy Magazine 


Protestant Women Reach Goal For Aid to Japan UNSVSEPEUCY is balers 


KOREA 3 
KENYA s 


LEBANON: 


MALAYA 


Japanese Christians Oppose Re-establishment of Mythical Date 
Inquiry Reveals Japanese Students Favourable to Christianity 
Japanese Pastors Discuss Needs of New Towns... ... «eee 


Korean Churches! TV Programmes Attracting 200,000 Nightly os 


Kenya Churches Provide Training For Nairobi Youth Who Leave 
. nt Sud school , 


Maronite Leaders Urge Lebanon Defence Plan in "Crucial 
, Situation! 
NeMCoUlOLLCOs solr hrnenian See Vol CHL Cara. ye bing tah Le ae 


Indian Lutherans in Malaya Organize Own Church Body ..... 


MOZAMBIQUE: Methodist Bishop Protests "Pressures" by Portuguese .... 
NETHERLANDS: Joint Catholic-Protestant Building Campaign Studied in 


Hollanda: 
Dutch Roman Catholics, Protestants Meet, Urge Renewal and 
Cooperation in Service. , 
War on Racial Prejudice Asked by Dutch Reformed Church .. . 
Dutch Baptist Committee Recommends Continued WCC Membership . 
Dutch Catholic Bishop Asks Protestant Cooperation in Chap- 
~ laincy Work 
Dutch Baptists Vote to End World Council Membership ..... 
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NEW Papua, New Guinea Churchmen Praise "Our Oneness in Christ" , 
GUINEA: | Re 

NEW New Zealand Anglicans May Take Part in Union Talks ..... . 
ZEALAND : 

NIGERIA: | Nigerian Leaders Discuss Theological Training. 2 oe 


Nigerians Set'1965 as Unity Target Dates oar ee es Ja 8 


PAKISTAN: New Measures Would Strengthen Muslim Position in Pakistan. . 
Pakistan. Dioteses Are. Given Undo JON plone. tau ckemiae tele sieht s 
WCC Churches Aid Hast Pakistan Cyclone Victims ....»ees 


PARAGUAY: . Roman Catholic Bishops of Paraguay Advocate Social Reforms . 
PHILIPPINES: Constitution for Philippines NCC Is Ready ,. . 4 se +s + « 


POLAND: OnE Organ Sees No Conflict for Christian in Party 
Membership 
‘Polish Catholic Paper Devotes Space to Other Church Groups . . 
Wyszynski Charges Poland Curbs Church Instruction ... .s « 
Vatioan Radio ‘Notes Polish Bid for Concordat fs oe. roar 
Polish Priests Ordered. to Stand Trial for Violations tee 
Religious Instruction Law. 


PORTUGAL: Methodist. Board -Backe UN, Pilea to Portugal. 5) corver eeeat ile #8 
SOMALTA : New Somali Law Spells Out Restrictions on Non-Muslims. ... 


SOUTH —s Women Fast as Protest Against Race Laws, .« « + « « © « © «© « 
AFRICA: Dutch Reformed Bantu Churches to Unite in Four South Africa 
Provinces, 
Methodists, Anglicans- Begin Unity Talks in South Africa, .. 
Berlin Mission Synods Unite in South Africa ,. . ; A 
Methodist Ministers Fast to Protest University's eeetnans 
Regulations 
"Religious Peace Corps" Asked i erican Anglican Prelate. . 
19 Christian Groups Oppose Nation's House Arrest Law . « » «+ 
Synod Bans Public Opposition to Decrees of Church. . . + «- 
African Leader Arrested: Released on £250 Bail. . . « « «8 « 
Church Journal Urges Courtesy to Non-whites; « « « » « « « « 
Racial Segregation Called Key to Heresy GORVTVOLLON oi.) 4) 4:90. 
Mission's Magazine Official Arrested in South Africa... 
South African Synod Approves Mixed Services. ety Re pk ae Bak 
Geyser Hearing Adjourned for Talk. ... , ° eb Ree 


* ° 


Prof. Geyser Wins Reversal: Heresy Charges rite Wecsped, 
Government Impedes Missions, Anglican Prelate Charges. , 
South African Minister Charged with Deviationism... . 
Anglican Poe in South Africa Hit Government's "Control" 
Laws 
Gere cat oneae ate in South Africa, Southern Rhodesia Plan 
Union 
Archbishop of Canterbury Hite South Africa's Segregation 
Policies: 
Trial of Dr. Blaxall Postponed for Pifth nine pha yeh pes enue 
Paton Expresses Hope oon Change Without, Violence. Veevectenisers 


SOUTHERN Congregationalists in South Africa, Southern Rhodesia Plan 
RHODESIA: y Union 
Methodists Back African Independence in Southern Rhodesia, , 


° 
e 
° 
ry 
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SPAIN: 


SUDAN: 


SWEDEN: 


Spanish Catholic Hierarchy Act on Bill Giving Protestants: . 
. ; More Freedom, , 
Modern Modification of Freedom of Conscience Principles Seen 
Required by Spanish Prelate 
' 10 Protestant Churches Reopened in Spain... . aD NP a asp hr at 
' Priest Studies Proposed Law to Benefit Spanish Protestants. . 
Spain Recognizes British Bible OGLE HUUiewe wari wuceal iss he elite 
‘Vatican Council Influence Reported by Spanish Protestant 
“t Leader . 
Baptist Church in Spain Closed 7 RGELSs (HSODONEG. -.. 6: see 
Spanish Journals Support Rights of PLOLGGUOM LE or uty, ie cae Delica 
Spanish Priests Asked to Learn About FUGUE STAN US. hese ove Mellre 
Taizé Prior and Brothers Confer With Spanish Leaders, . ... 
ll Chapels Opened During Year, Five Closed, Spanish Council 
\ gives) 
Protestant Bishop Sees Pee ine hat, Cures san spain gs! yy lek 
Spain Held "Not Prepared" For Full MOLISTOUS LApertye - een 6 
Catholic Journal Critical of Spanish CYS GT Bi a A Roe eae Naka 
papules ercnurohvin Madrie (Reopened s) ) ok ct ee ee 


Sudan Expels Protestant, Catholic LST Vic AN ol Pul lel Terl a: ca keane ae 

CMS Deplores Pressure on Sudan: Asks Prayers For Leaders and 

‘ | People 
84 Roman Catholic Missionaries Now Expelled From the Sudan. . 

Sudan Calls Anti-Christian Charges "False, Distorted", .., 
New Regulations Further Prohibit Missionary Activities in 

: te: Sudan. 

Sudan Interior Missionaries to Remain On CES RNs Fass eg 

Sudan Admits Missionary: 4318 Still in ORIEN Dts Pits ae Me eg oe g's tag 


Swedish Pastors No Longer Required to Officiate at Marriages 
of Divorced Persons 
Swedish Diocese Receives First Woe MTR SYED lie lasecte wolves 


SWITZERLAND: Dr. Adolf Keller, Ecumenical Pioneer, Dies at 91 ...... 


Zurich Canton to Vote on Equal legal Rights For Protestants , 
Bb a Nee 'and Roman Catholics, . 
Dr.. Cullman Discusses Work of Faith and Order Movement. . « -« 
Swiss to Vote on Nuclear Armaments, .... HEE oie eee Nie! oe line 
Under 7 Per Cent Geneva Protestants Attend Church Regularly 
Christian Leaders of All Confessions Mourn Death of Pope John 
Geneva Church Supports Birth Control Measures se IeaNilta Bin @riee ares 
Professor Kting Pays Warm Tribute Ponce ohne K Gay 6h sues 


TANGANYIKA: Tanganyika Churches Launch Rapid Social Change Study. .... 


THAILAND: 
TURKEY: 


Disciples Integrate Work With Thailand Church... Soho ely soe 


Vatican Council May Lead to More Lay Participation in the Mass, 


7 


Says Rome Paper 1 


Swedish Lutheran Primate Visits Heumenical Patriarch, ,... 
Keumenical Patriarch Observes 1000th Anniversary of Mount 

| " | Athos Community 
KHeumenical Patriarch to Visit United States and Greece, . ; , 
Turkey Grants Passport to Ecumenical Patriarch, .......,. 
Message of Condolence on Pope John's Deaths . .... «eae 


6 


EPS Index/lst Semester, 1963 


a 
(2) 


UGANDA : Anglicans Will Dedicate Two New Cathedrals in Uganda. . . ple 
Uganda Anglicans Ask End to Dissension in Palm Sunday Message 1 


UNITED Serve Without. Being Bossy, Archbishop Tells SCM Congress- « « 
KINGDOM: Churches Publish New, Statistics...c. fist. Ss EA RE 
_ * “Welsh Free Churches to Publish Union Shirai matte oe Giy awn tapas s 
Resignation of Dr. Max Warren, CMS General Secretary. oie Dery ke 
CMS Deplores Pressure on Sudan: Asks Prayers For Leaders and 
‘Ge People 
Anglican Pilgrims to Visit BOURTS Say vinnmi pant oh beh cepa wins er he At 
Anglicans, Methodists to Report on Church Unity Talks Next 
: Month 
"Factory for Peace" Opens Fund Drive in Scotland. .....-s 
‘Scottish Youth Call For Nuclear Weapons Ban... «6 ..++.- 
British Quakers Ask More Tolerant Judgment of Sexual Behaviour 
Anglicans-Methodists Proposed Their Unity in One Church. . . 
Wélsh Free Churches Publish Draft.of Union Scheme -....-s 
First Reactions Reported to Anglicans, Methodist Unity Plan . 
‘Bible Society Names Lord Fisher as First Ordained President . 
"Puritanical" Sunday Advocates Held Harmful in Church Report . 
British Methodist Leader Sees Intercommunion With Anglicans © 
* WINS Year es 4 LA 
British Clerics, Oppose 4Baddlon Divorcay Wate culsts te enest ee oem 
British SCM to Seek Non-Christian-Members .... Pe ar ee 
Anglican-Methodist Chureh Union Proposals Will Affect Free 
Churches E.A. Leader Says. . 15 
UK Churches Will Consider Nuclear Deterrent Possession. ... 16 
Church of Scotland Lauds Growing Unity Among Churches is Saka ee 
British Methodists Sign Peace Statement .... ga ad oak a pee 
Anglican Convocations Welcome Report on. Union With Methodists 18 
Union Decisions HeldAffecting British Christians for 
Generations 18 
English Presbyterians Move to Renew Union Talks With 
. Congregationalists 18 
Archbishop of Canterbury Criticizes Controversial Best-seller 18 
Church of Scotland HERO re Heggitegtise Roman Catholic Mixed 
' Marriage Rules. 18 
English Sapte GSR al Vote to Resume Union Talks With 
Congregationalists 19 
Anglican Primate seesued Unity in Talk to Scots Presbyterians 20 
Canon Protests at Church of England's "Thirty-nine Articles". 20 
Christian Leaders of All Confessions Mourn Death of Pope John 21 
Anglican-Methodist Report Is Criticized ..... : oye peso: 
Church a Scotland VOnsenas Catholic ius Vu Toward Wixed 
Marriages 21 
United Service Marks 1,400th Year of St. Oninbent Landing. on-. 
Iona 22 
Irish Presbyterians Condemn "Aloof" Attitude Toward Roman 
Catholics 24 
Archbishop of Canterbury Hits South Africa's Segregation 
eee Poldtoies 25 
Irish Methodists Wet aame PGES odie “Approach, ee ne 
Bishop Sees Methodist- -Anglican Plan Crucial For Free. Church 
Reunion 24 
Protestants and Orthodox Join Roman Catholics in Hailing 
Election of Pope Paul VI. 24 
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URUGUAY : 
Mew en es 


Uruguay's Methodist, Waldensian Churches Map Plans For Union . 


Churchmen Criticize US Embassy's Refusal of Asylum to Russian 


Kvangelicals . 


Two More US Churches Join Union Consultation . ....- Be ke 
Peace Corps Volunteers Teach in Some Church-related sub ota! s 
Churches Publish New Statistics... °°. . EAE GePMQC Age A ef ety 


Episcopal, Assemblies of God headers Hold Dias ete aneret Paha 
Religious Organizations Sponsor "Pilgrimage of Understanding". 
Missions Official Asks Closer Ties Between "Traditionals" and 
"Conservatives", 

Protestant Women Reach Goal For Aid to Japan University. . 
More Public Information Urged on Church Union Talks ...2.. 
Jewish War Veterans Protest Closing of Lwow Synagogue. ... » 
Delegate-Observers at Council: "Almost Unofficial Consultants" 


Alabama Religious Leaders Ask "Law, Order, Commonsense". 


Nethouletepoard backse UN Plea to Por tupeaw iy eh Pe Pree eG 
Funeral Rites Held For "Oldest" Ecumenical Pioneer ...> « 
Inter-Faith Conference Asks End of Racial Discrimination in US 
Theologians, Scientists Debate Ethical Problems of Radiation 
UoeMone tons *Gaeoun MergeriVoted Dow, ¢ cite wm tins Bi ea ee, 
Alabama Episcopal Diocese Tables Integration Resolution. .. ; 
Two US Churches to Extend National Control of Missions Work. 


Date Set to Argue Bible Reading Cases. .., Steg Mie! ete Ae 
Hastern Orthodox Bishops Meet: Approve Plans Foe Wades 

. . Chaplaincy 
Sixteen Russian Churchmen to Make Tour as TSE EN oe Pawo? pyle a 


Chureh Union Consultation Urged to Lift "Curtain of Secrecy" 


Episcopal Council Backs Corps to Train, Employ, Idle Youth. . 
Archbishop Nicodim Says Problems of USSR Christians Same As 
Those of Churches in the Rest of the World, 
Study of Theological Positions Held "Constructive, Promising", 
Protestant Editor Calls US China Policy "Ineffective". :..:, . 
Archbishop Reports Russian Orthodox Support of Bcumenical 
Movement , 
Report Lauds Faith of Russian Christians. in Face of 
Restrictions, 
Jewish Leader Welcomes Khrushchev Statement. . . . 6 « « © « « 
Cole ror Unity, benpesed onilariey Church Principles i). ogo. 
wee ne enoLler ont tehiotonian- Comliunist Sta res et) Nl Gy Go. 
Orthodox Disunity Called Bar to Ecumenical Work. . 0.0. 6 ‘ee 6 


/Bishop'G. Bromley Oxnam, Methodist Leader, Dies at 7l.:. 3. . 


"Religious Peace Corps" Asked by African Anglican Prelate. .. 
Theological Schools Held Ignoring Modern Impacts on the Church 
Church Union Consultation Asks Authority For Union Planning. , 
Russian-USA Exchange Visit Held Advancing Understanding. . . 


“USA Christians Urged to Feed POOL CR OL AMA aa tate seat cgdane Na hah oe 


Catholic Theologian Asks Abolition of "Index". .......-. 


UN Fund Aid For Cuba Clarified by USA Church Groups. .... » 
Drs Blake Reviews Progress of Church Union Proposal.-.-.... 


Cardinal Bea Gives 3 Lectures at Harvard Colloquium. ... . 


Common Protestant-Catholic "Lectionary" Asked at Harvard... 


Priest Tells Protestant Editors WCC Assembly Was "Moral 
Miracle". , 
US Efforts to Curtail Cuba Trade Are Assailed by FOR... ..« + 
Study Explains US Protestant Position Against Public Aid For 
Public Schools. 


"Intimate Discussions" Planned by Catholic, Orthodox Prelates, ,15 
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U.S.A.:3 Ecumenical Movement's Success Seen Dependent on Grassroots... 16 
(Cont'd.) US Conference for WCC Holds Annual Meeting (Special Report). . . 16 
FOR Supports Birmingham Demonstrators: Censures Statement by . 
Bale Ve GVe nats rigs hv, 
Southern Presbyterians Endorse Continued Talks on Cooperation. a af) 
Cardinal Cushing Warns Catholics Against Pressure Group Tactics, 17 
Russian Churchman Describes Unity Gains of USA Visa, - eee) es gly ey a 
Bishop Pike Warns Against "Speaking in Tongues", . , mee Woe LL 
' Roman Catholics, Protestants in USA to Cooperate in Cuban 
hig 5 Refugee Aid , 19 
United Presbyterians Back Continued Participation in Church 
Union Talks, 19 
Transfer of Orthodox Prelate Reported Remnorandily. REVORE OS petrenteu ik 
Indigenous African Church Advocated by Commas At Oni. set cat Yeboe oa cee dee 
Churchmen Defend Tax-exempt. Status of Fellowship of 
, Reconciliation. 19 
New York Methodists SapPane ee enead BO eae by USA in Cuban 
Crisis. 19 
Churches Take Steok of Role as Birmingham Tension Subsides 
(Special Report) 19 
US Churches Fight Racial Disorimination, TRILL GA SH ABs UA ete ea 
Martin Luther King Sends Message From Jail. , 3 é ; ares 
Presbyterians Desire Clarification of Role of. Church & School 20 
Cardinal Ritter Will Award Medals to Non-Catholic Clergy, Laymen 20 
Christian Leaders of All Confessions Mourn Death of Pope John, . “af 
Episcopal Leaders Call for Active Support of Integration Work, . 21 
American Baptists to Study Union With Other Denominations, .. -« 21 
Ruth Woodsmall,:.79, YWCA Leader, Dies. .. error a (ate sige 
US Leaders Ask Further Study of Statement. Opposing pashan etre 
School Devotions . 22 
Retiring US Leader Urges Closer Confessional Cooperation... + 22 
Unite Church "Families" First, World Council Leader Urges. .. ; Fa 
US Roman Catholic Bishop Asks End to Mixed Marriage Restrictions ze 
Revised Statement Against Devotional Acts in US Sehools Wins 
National Council Approval . 23 
US Supreme Court Prohibits Prayer and Bible Reading as Public 
School Requirement, « 23 ~ 
US National Council Calls for Direct Action Against Segregation 
(Special Report)+ 23 
44 huneees Leaders iia Support of Test Ban. obra! ibe ats Tonic am ieee eae 
Reactions Vary to US Supreme. Court Decision, 1... « «+6 « « « * 24 
Protestants, Orthodox Join Roman Catholics in Hailing Election 
of Pope Paul: VI, . . 24 


U.S.S8.R.? Churchmen Criticize BS iiitbasey te ior datas of Asylum to Russian 
Evangelicals, , . 1 
Jewish War Veterans ‘Protest Closing of Lwow Synagogue, . .. » * 2 
Knrushchev Promises Study of EKID "Repentance" Plan. ...++.s«s 4 
USSR Journal Reports Atheists! Difficulties . . Lite ihe tetva.4 5 hae 
Archbishop Slipyi Is Freed: Has Audience With thes Boys pee a Sede rhe bh 
Sixteen Russian Churchmen to Make Tour of USA, ... . se «26+ ee T 
USSR Anti-religious Campaign Reported Chel Teotiey vale Ne ales 
Archbishop Reports Russian Orthodox Support of Ecumenical 
Movement. 9 
seep aeton: | Nicodim Says Problems of USSR Christians Same as Those 
of Uhunahes: in the sa of World 19 
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Report Lauds Faith of Russian Christians in Face of 
Restrictions, 


Jewish Leader Welcomes Khrushchev Statement SiR {6 Ee ye Dem uan athe 


Vatican Radio Defends Papal Audience for Khrushchev's Son-in-_ 


law. 
Russian-USA Exchange Visit Held Advancing Understanding. ... 


Relations With Vatican May Help USSR Choose Between Asia and 


Burope, Orthodox Historian SaysSe » 


_Moscow Patriarchate Sends Church of Greece Report on Vatican 


Council Proceedings ‘ 
Beumenical Atmosphere, Not Unity, Held Russian Aim With 
Catholics 


Bishop Affirms Opihedor Monasteny Still Open) <0. «ep. aulee 


_Archpriest Borovoy Named to New Post in His Church. ..... 
Russian Patriarch Congratulates Pope on Receipt of Peace Prize 
_. Russian Churchman Describes Unity Gains of USA Visit ..... 


VIETNAM: 


ECUMENICAL 


Mgr. Antoine Appointed Exarch of Western LOT bats (alc ay Gone eee peg 
Transfer of Orthodox Prelate Reported Temporarily Revoked: PPE 


Visser 't Hooft Salutes Moscow Patriarch's Jubilee ....-. .. 
Christian Leaders of All Confessions Mourn Death of Pope John. 
_ Messages of Condolence on Pope John's Death ....s.eseee . 


Protestants and Orthodox Join Roman Catholics in Hailing 
Election of Pope Paul ages 


M@uaana'ses ase Release of | Jailed ek ay eee aoa tek testa hee” 


BODIES (see also World Council of Churches) : 


Ecumenical Agency Launched for Addis Ababa Radio PROjJOGCE «5! «.: 


Christian Committee in Algeria Wages Fight Against TB. .... 


‘Radio Station in Africa SPT 8) DORCAS ee gee art 


Asian Church Leaders Discuss Overall Task in First of Three 


HACC "Situation Conferences" , 
Far East Leader Condemns Confessionalism Which Judges and 
Excludes Other Christians. 
Associa of Christian Broadcasters to Hold Constituting 
Assembly, May 4-9 . 


. WSCF.to Sponsor Study Fellowship on the University Ministry. . 


Joint Action for Mission Urged by EACC "Situation Conference". 


. All Africa Conference of Churches Founded at Kampala Assembly. 


Bishop Lilje Stresses Value of Communication Media to Chureh «2 


All Africa Conference of Churches Elects Four Presidents ... 


AACC Issues Message to the Churches: Adjourns Historic First 


Assembly. 
New Initiatives Asked in Creation of International Communities 
in Universities 


_ Committee Recommends WCC Support of New Hast African Newspaper 
WACB Holds Constituting Aecemuly ti kenvagitet erence sp lptte ee 


United Bible Societies Launch Campaign to Raise Scripture 


Distribution to 150,000,000... 


| WCC, Evangelical Alliance Bopresentatives’ Meet. ..< ee ee 


COSA POer ants (O Mi ttion Tress in Aleorisa. . wus e MT ene 
Churchmen in Prague Plan Peace OST aerating ales go se) eee. 8a a oe 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH: 


Christians Around the World Mark Prayer for Unity Week (Special 
Report) . 
Archbishop Slipyi Is Freed: Has Audience With TNE. POYGs ibe «. wun us hietes 
Judaism Representatives Visit Cardinal Bea. « . « « « « « © © © © @ 
Vatican Reorganizes Unity Secretariat «5 sss «.e1.e ¢ ¢ 6 9 9 0 «8 
Vatican Radio Defends Papal Audience for Khrushchev!s Son-in-law: « + 
Eastern Churches! Patriarch to Take Part in Congregations » «+ « « + 
Relations With Vatican May Help USSR Choose Between Asia and Europe, 
ie Orthodox Historian Says 
Validity of "Mixec" Marriages Performed in Protestant Churches 
Upheld by Priest , 
Cardinal Bea Gives Three Lectures at Harvard Colloquium . ..4 « « « « 
Father Kting Holds Freedom Vital for Catholic Theology pipet tec An anne ee ate cy 
Roman Catholic Bishop Suggests Secretariat for Non-Christian 
. Religions. . 
Cardinal Tisserant Urges Greater Contact With Jews. « » « « + «© © « « 
Vatican May Open Consulates... O. pee een) Wuinte bcm ao 
Christians and Muslims Study the Rishte ae. Mer arent a ee Daa ca pur vi tavnt eke 
Russian Patriarch Congratulates Pope on Receipt of Peace EVIL. +9.) i 
Vatican Radio Notes Poliéh Bid tom Concordat 0 sire, «etusemeeg: ca tetiete ale 
Vatican Council Liturgical Principles Called "Revolutionary". apt he ake 
Mission and Yreedom of the Laity of the World 34.) sesame 


Christian Leaders’ of All Confessions Mourn Death of Pope John XXIII .' 


Conclave to Elect New Pope Will Open June 19... « « « « eis «ees 


World Council Represented at Service: for Pope John. . 5 « « « e800 «.' 


Messages of: Condolenee-on Pope: Onn te Dea tN esol el oe eRe meee aale eke tie 
Cardinal Bea Urges Catholic Missionaries to Respect Their "Separated 

? J abrethen, 
Pope Paul VI Pledges Continuation of John's Policies, ....+.se-es-e 


Di a CONFESSIONAL BODIES: 


News Flashes About Christian Unity Prayer Week, ... «+e « e 
LWF Asked to Consider Ties With Lutherans in Union Churches .. 
Presbyterian Leader Warns of Dialogue "Sentimentalism", .. « 
Helsinki Assembly to Have Catholic Official Visitors. . « «. 
WCC and LWF Representatives to Attend Orthodox Ceremony .>. .- 
Vatican Council Liturgical Principles Called "Revolutionary". . 
Churches Must Regard One Another as Equals, WEA Europe Group aes 
Christian Leaders of All Confessions Mourn Death of Pope John XXIII 


ae w e a 

ST os e e s 
s 
* 


es es 2 e e 
e 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES: 


World Council Officer Notes Growing Interest in Unity Bie ga site Let eT ere 
News Flashes About Christian Unity Prayer WEOEG sc terbielie fied ence pooh wb lethrm 
CCIA Sees New Opportunities for Peace in Hasing of International. oe 
Tensions 
Churches Cable $10,000 for Sarawak Flood Victims. » +. .se«e¢-e«-eeees 
Theoldgians to Study Christian Unity in Major World Conference at 

- Montreal 

wee Observer ‘Praises "Opemeeer of Vatican Council Leadership 
Christians Around the World Mark Prayer for Unity Week (Special 
Report) . 
Prayers of Churches Asked for FAO's Freedom From Hunger Week . « « « 
WCC Executive Committee to Meet, February 11-14 . . « « 6 © ese @ © 
Chronological List of Publications Issued in 1962 . .:. . « « ow «2 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (Continued): 


Churches Contributed $2,700,000 in 1962 to Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
: Loe uae An aes de dads | ' Projects 
_ 15,472 Persons Resettled by WCC Service to Refugees in‘1962:.  wi0 0, 
_ WCC Executive Committee Receives Report :on!Vatican Council. oo «2°... 
_ WCC Executive Committee Welcomes Prospeets of More Roman Catholic 
ye a fee) Contacts 

Moscow Patriarchate Names New Representative to WCC Headquarters. .. 

Mr. Clarence Dillon Contributes $225,000 to New WCC Headquarters. .. 

Theologians, Sociologists Study Missionary Structure of Congregation. 

WCC Graduate School Students to Visit Heumenical Centres, .... 
WCC Asks Prayers for Faith and Order BON MerOMOe awa i Ue ps wl cy 
‘ Theologians Hold Consultation to Prepare for Montreal Conference, 
"Marginal Charity" Wontt Solve World Hunger, Says WCC Leader. . 
‘CCIA Submits Statement to UN Human Rights Commission.:. .... . 

WCC Churches Send Help for Three Indonesian Emergencies . .., 

Editors, Scholars Study Effectiveness of Bible Reading Notes, , 

WCC Presidents Issue Pentecost Meeeapey cst VA Ege LE. Oe F 
. 1,000 Youth: to Take Part in 1963 Ecumenical Wor Camps. . . ° 
.WCC. Appoints Faith and Order DOCT ORE RS) em he rRty tele ent Lae 

Theologians, Scientists Study Problems of Evolution. ... 
Churches Support Wcc Appeal for Victims of Bali's Volcanic KHruption 

US Conference for WCC Holds Annual Meeting (Special Report)... i480 S74 
Commission Completes Plans for European Migration Conference Next 

oat irene . Month. 
.WCC and LWF Representatives to Attend Orthodox Ceremony .....-. 

Consultation Emphasises View of Congregation as Lay Training Centre 
Mauricio Lopez Named to World Council Staff Rfeleet eV abita WM tatecetatery. dike. gat 

Cooperation on Mission Fields Urged for Protestants, Roman Catholics 
. Dutch Baptists Vote. to End World Council Momberghipud: shld niet Ghee 
Visser 't Hooft Salutes Moscow Patriarch's DU DEE COL iii all gees bee eka. 
Christian Leaders of All Confessions Mourn Death of Pope John XXIII . 

wCC to Plan Strategy for Meeting African Refugee Situations .°s. 4%. 

Bossey Students Agree on Value of Field Vibe eres Marhaba ai erga e et), asi 

WCC, Evangelical Alliance Representatives Meat. mac owe lw sot aieges bs 

Christians Must Set Religious Liberty Example, European Experts 
. SE tabi + ARS Declare , 
World Council Represented at Service for POReW SON ies cee tig sek ware 

WCC Churches Aid East Pakistan CeOLON SUV LetMs . Wh oke.d » aromerew ke 
.ReportCondemns "Deplorable"' Living Conditions of Migrants in Huropes 
ne, Paige hy Eeumenical Action Needed (Special Report) 
Speakers, Programme Announced for World Faith and Order Conference, . 
WCC Central Committee to Hold Annual Meeting in. USA in August». .~: 

WCC: Asked to Set Up Churches! Committee on West Ruropean Migration, 

Volume Series Planned on "God, Man, and Contemporary Society" ... 
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CATEGORY II: Substance 


ATHEISM:. .. bipisee'? Gif) z 
USSR Journal Reports Atheists! Difficulties .... SIE oer rity 
USSR Anti-religious Campaign Reported Inarfeotive «ss «6. 
athetets! Clubs" ‘Prod Bulgarians...) es Se 
‘Christians and Atheism Studied by Protestants and Orthodox. .. 
‘Chinese Communists Renew Attacks on Bible..... A re aire 
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BIBLE: . rae ed Vain 
Bible Reported "Best-seller" in Strife- faen Cones See ba aera aed gat nay om RAD 
Bible Society Names ‘Lord Fisher as First Ordained President... . . 10 
Hpain Recognizes British Bible; Society. |, i. «selec celeste ws Daas hae «aL 


- Bible Societies Report Record 50 Million Distribution sate tS ie Pa Meee gS 
-Editors, Scholars Study Effectiveness of Bible Reading Notes. *. preg ere 
United Bible Societies Launch Campaign to Raise Scripture*®., . . . . e 
: Distribution to 150, 000, DOO Tp aiek sued 


BROTHERHOODS AND COMMUNITIES ee . 
Taizé Brothers Give Up nt, HO and Help Form New RNase a ey 
Ecumenical Patriarch Observes 1,000th Anniversary of Mount Athos 
. | | Community» 10 
“Taizé Prior and Brothers Confer With Spanish Leaders. « . « «+» «+» « 14 
' Foundation Stone Laid for Orthodox Centre at Taizé... « « « « « « « e« 15 
WCC and LWF Representatives to Attend Orthodox Ceremony « + « + « + « 19 
Church and Government Dignitaries Mark Mount Athos's 1, OO0Oth 
Anniversarye » 24 


CHRISTIAN UNITY AND ECUMENICAL ATTITUDES: : ego 
World Council: Officer Notes Growing Interest in DRY 08 EGON A ee eee gla 
‘News Flashes About Christian Unity Prayer Week. . « « « « «+ « «+ « « « 1 
yibee haters to Study Choke ban Unity in Major World Conference at _ 
: Montreal 4 
‘Christians Around ‘the World Mark Prayer for Unity Week (Special, 
Report) . 4 
‘Greek Orthodox Theologian Calls For "Christian Front" « + « « » « e « § 
-Archbishop Reports Russian Orthodox Support of Ecumenical Movement. « 10 
-WCC Asks Prayers for Faith and Order Conference . s+ + « « 6 « ‘# 6 « « 10 
‘Free Church: Synod: Withdraws From Frendh Pederatione +>, 26. Se. Wea ee 5 10 
All Africa Church Conference to Hold Constituting Assembly. « + + « » 1l 
*Call for Unity is Based on Harly Church Principles+ « « + «+ oe © « Li 
’ Theologians: Hold Consultation to Prepare for Montreal Conference. « . 12 
Dutch Baptist. Committee Recommends Continued WCC Membership « + « « « 13 
Ecumenical Atmosphere, Not Unity, Held Russian Aim With Catholics -« .» 13 
-Dr.: Cullman: Discusses Work of Faith and Order Movement... « « « « »« 15 
“All Africa Conference of Bho neses hg at Kampala Assembly 
(Special Report) 15 
-Al11 Africa Conference of Churches Elects Four Presidents. . . «+...» 16 


‘Ecumenical Movement's Success Seen Dependent on Grassroots. ..... 16 
US Conference: for: JCC Holds Annual Meeting (Special Report) .... . 16 
Cardinal Cushing Warns Catholics Against Pressure Group Tactics ,. . + 17 

‘Dutch Baptists Vote to End World Council Membership .... . Sa hat ne Ss 

‘Churches Must Regard One Another As’ Equals, WPA Burope Group Saye Wie LG 


-WCC, Evangelical Alliance Representatives Moét S97 Ry vo he eS ee 
on dndies, Programme Announced” for World Faith and Order pera p uel  S 


CHURCH CONSTRUCTION AND ARCHITECTURE: 
Anglicans Will Dedicate Two New Cathedrals in Uganda. . ...s++e«¢¢e¢e 2 
All War-damaged Churches. Rebuilt in West Berlin... ahha eah ae Smears 
Mr. Clarence Dillon Contributes $205, 000° to New WCC Taaadtanteeds ta OWE 
Church Part of eA Skyline, Architect Tells COnts re poe 6 el se twee eee 


CHURCH- STATE. RELATIONS: nied ie 
Nkrumah Urges Closer Government-Church Contacts .«. « « «+ # » « © e 6 
_Archbishop..Slipyi Is Freed: Has Audience With the Pope. « « « +.4 «+ « 
Communist Organ Sees No Conflict for Christian in Party Membership. . 

Zurich Canton to Vote on Equal Legal Rights for Protestants and 
Roman Catholics . 
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CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS: 


Archbishop Nicodim Says Problems of USSR Christians Same as Those of 
Churches in Rest of the World. . 
Support of State Urged by Cameroun Evangelical Church; .....e-+-. 
EKID Synod Meeting May Not Include East German Leaders . « « « « oe 
EKID Synod Meets for First Time Without East German Representatives 
De. naonel lem oni Relapiony ine Comminiat) States “ira ilade 6 i 4h s bahens 
Greek Parish Priests Threaten Strike for Salary Increase, Other. 
| Benefits 
Confirmation Candidates Reported Increasing in Thuringia Despite 
es . State Pressures. 
Dus Opeen Baptiste ovody Churenh-otate Relations «. « Ff tb 6 + a te 
Japanese Christians Oppose Reestablishment of Mythical Date. « » « « 
New Measures Would Strengthen Muslim Position in Pakistane »« « « « » 
19 Christian Groups Oppose Nation's House Arrest Law « «+ «+ «6 «6 
Greek Government Increases Grant to Orthodox Church. Lier e tothe. Com eats 
Study Explains US Protestant Position Against Public Aid for Church 
| | Schools 
Wenloeae Vey Open. CONSULATES. we ieth ePate tals eh BON Go cay biel’ Beis jooese feet 
Prelate Visits Cardinal Mindszenty at American Legation in Budapest. 
Ceyiotellonen tol Paxt Remaining Church Schooliss git) wre. ai leiratlie” Ge eo aes 
Berlin Wall Called "Gravest Development" for German Churches , .. . 
Vani cam Racvortotes Poli shwpidefom Concordat Gok ku ble (evs ie) waehcenll 
furkey Grants Passport) to; Heumeniical Patriarch’) ay Yogi Baer bot wee 
Churchmen Defend Tax-exempt Status of Fellowship of Reconciliation , 
Presbyterians Desire Clarification of Role of Church and School, .. 
Anglican Prelate Urges Aid to Australian Church Schools. ....s.es 
Polish Priests Ordered to Stand Trial for Violations of Religious 
| Instruction Law . 
Appeals for Humanity Ignored, German Church Leaders Charge . ...o . 
Brazilian Protestants Claim State Schools Teach Catholicism. .... . 
EKID Leaders Tell Hast German Christians! First Allegiance Is to- 
God (Special Report). . 
Anglican Bishops in South Africa Hit Government's "Control" Laws .. 
Ceylon Buddhists Protest Government School Take-over .. . anes 
US Leaders Ask Further study of Statement Opposing Public Sobel 
Devotions. . 


Revised Statement Against Devotional Acts in US Schools Wins National 


Council Approval . 

US Supreme Court Prohibits Prayer and Bible Reading as Public School 
Requirements , . 
foaatiuons Wary to Usitsupreme Oourt: Decision wclialite’ “Gadi aise eo By es 


CHURCH UNION: 


Nope enOd an Onur o nl Da cleric RAT ON fel ae CAPR MOAOLO GE, ae ie thal 
Pro more. To Wnurcnes t).GiriUis omen su Baton veitae ve, ot Sr) le n'iet ve. of en lente 
Welsh Free Churches to Publish Union Scheme Draft. ....-.e.«-ee-s 
Bast African Churches Hold Theological Discussions ... aia 
Anglicans, Methodists to Report on Church Unity Talks Next Month aie 
LWF Asked to Consider Ties With Lutherans in Union Churches. .... 
Uses otomeucoup. Merger Voted Downs (60%. aie eee ee eye 8 el 8 
Dutch Reformed Bantu Churches to Unite in Four South Africa Provinces 
BOund or Se sores tants. PlanwNaddoneiaiG hiring iiss del eleiidl ele ceils tel oe cente 
More Negotiations Asked on India-Pakistan Church Merger. eietele kta ee 
Draft Completed to Unite Three Australian Churches . .... + « « « 
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CHURCH UNION (Continued): pe 
: south India Union Plan for’ Six Churches Advances 1.4.0 .:'s so % sss 
Indian Lutherans in Malaya Organize Own Church Body. . « « « « «© « « 
Buropean Free Churches Confer on Possible Organic Unity. . . « «© « «° 
Anglicans-Methodists Propose Their Unity in One Se ay (Special 
Report). 
Methodists, Anglicans Begin Unity Talks in South ent ots ~ Aas BA ot 
British,: American:Methodistsrin Burma Back Union snsise ale wes 22678 
Perliwli ssi onssynods Uhl telsini South APvica ieee bs eal cee iy pecan ea teers 
Welsh Free Churches Publish Draft of Union: Scheme, j.'s 8 65 ios 
First Reactions Reported to Anglican, Bornes es Unity Plan (Special 
wei: 9 
Australian Commission Backs Union of Three Churches. . . ...«.+ «+.» 12 
Church Union Consultation Asks Authority for Union Planning. . +,« « 12: 
Dr. Blake Reviews Progress of Church Union Proposal. ... « s ee © »« 14 
British Methodist Leader Sees Intercommunion With Anglicans in 5 © 
Years. nts 
New Zealand Anglicans May Take Part in Union Talks .....+.+.«« 14 
Nigerians Set 1965¢ae, Unity Varset: Date sAuGelLieiey seaden som deme 1 
German Methodist, Brethren Union Seen by 1968. «sis 6 « ee ¢ wie e 15 
Anglican-Methodist eee Union Proposals Will Affect Free Churches, 
‘E.A. Leader Says ..« 15 
ERS Methodist and Heldonsilan Churches ‘Map Plans for Union. «. 16 
Australians Discuss "Basis of Union" Proposals... «6 »« « « eVaameaihee = Ly 
Anglican Convocations Welcome Report on Union With Matta daeeie pfise..) AG 
Union ‘Decisions Held Affecting British Christians for Generations. . 18 
English Presbyterians Move to Renew Union Talks With Congregational- 


WO \O \O \CO © ~~ ~sI1 


- ists 18 
United Presbyterians Back Continued Participation in Church Union 
Reica 29 


English Presbyterians Vote 8 Resume Union Talks With Congregation- 
a,iaters ° Lg 
Arab lpiscopalians Plan Study of Unity Bronosets See Tee eh a wea pean he eee 
Pakistan Dioceses ‘Are Given Union Option. 161). 0° eile ive «/\e) elias ©6920 
American Baptists to Study Union With Other Denominations. . «6 +.» 21 
Anglican-Methodist Report ‘Ts Criticized. ty wo ote Gyiet lie eit etal ose | OL 
Congregationalists in South Africa, Southern Rhodesia Plan Union .. #22 
Union of United and Anglican Churches in Canada.Called "Dead Issue". 22 
Unite Church "Families" Pirst, World Council Leader ie ee Net Ree ee 
Conference, Diocese Join in Drdeiing Union (Pianis.? oi deta viet ial eles he 9 
Presbyterian Assembly Opposes Talks With United Church in Canada. . 24 
Irish Methodists Welcome. Presbyterians! Approach . . . »« « « « « «.2 24 
Bishop Sees Methodist-Anglican Plan Crucial for Free Church Reunion... 24 


CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE: x = 
salary Increases Recommended for Greek Orthodox Clergy « « « »« »« « « 4 
"Transferability! of Bishops Under Study in Greece... . «hea Rotate 6 
Kastern Orthodox Bishops Meet: Approve Plans for United Sieahat Ge ° 6 
T 
8 


| 


Berlin Church Sets Up Separate Bodies in East and West Berlin. ... 
Swedish Pastors No Longer Required to Officiate at Marriages of 

eh : Divorced Persons , 
EKID Emergency Measures Maintain East-West Unity . . «6. 6 » « « « « ii 
Very Strong Vitality Reported Characteristic of Cuban Churches... 14 
Synod Bans Public Opposition. to Decrees of Church. «..0%i0 © 2 0 0 ee «15 
Decline in Ministerial Students Challenges Indian Churche pase ie website... 1 
Swedish Diocese, Receives First Woman Minister... . «© « «+ +e « LO 
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CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE (Continued): 
Under 7 Per Cent Geneva: Protestants Attend Uhureneneeti rarity: Chee ete: 780 
Anglican Synod Admits Women as Delegates . . .. 0 «'e se ee ates 20 
.Canon Protests at Church of England's "Thirty-nine Articles"... ., 20 
‘Bishop Mitzenheim Stresses Unity of German Churches. ........ 21 


CONFESSIONALISM: ' itt 
Far Hast Leader Condemns Confessionalism Which Judges and Excludes. 
Other Christians. . 11 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS: 


Catholic Jailed in Italy as Conscientious SOE TCD Daat tecnle Maerg les ay ia 1 3 
FrenchSynod Asks Renunciation of Atomic Deterrent by Francee »..+ 1h 
De Gaulle Asked to Aid Conscientious Objectors ....e-«-+-sseeee 21 
Italian Methodists Ask Conscientious Objector Legislation. . « « « »« 22 


Statute for Conscientious Objectors Approved by Belgium Senate PE ire 
Statute for Conscientious Objectors Submitted to French Cabinet. .. ray 


EDUCATION (general and Christian): 
Protestant Women Reach Goal for Aid to Japan Unsvenst ty Py FF. cee, 2 
Conference Studies Churches! Role in Education in Changing Africa 
“het cage Fh (Special Report) 


DAtenseke to hrever Di ble: Reading: Caaedes si s4 0 sec seih abte ew a. aks 


2 

Kenya Churches Provide Training for Nairobi Youth Who Leave School . 4 
5 

6 


Australian Government Rejects Compulsory Religious Instruction , 
Number of Pupils Receiving Religious Instruction in East Germany On 


* 


% Rise 7 
French Protestants Defend Parents! Rights to Raise Children In Their 
an EE | Own Faith 8 
WCC Graduate School Students to Visit Eoumenical Centres...... 9 
Theological:Schools Held Ignoring Modern Impacts,oncthe Church,u..« 22 
Confirmation Candidates Reported Increasing in Thuringia Despite 
Nigerian Leaders Discuss Theological Training.12) State Pressures. 12 
WSCF to Sponsor Study Fellowship on the University Ministry. .... 14 
Wyszynski Charges Poland Curbs Church Instruction. ......e-e.«.e 15 
Protestant Literature Centre Opened at Yaoundé ........ee. 16 
New Initiatives Asked in Creation of International Communities in 
ee . Universities 17 
Church of South India Opens Ecumenical. Centre. . see se ee wee (19 
Presbyterians Desire Clarification of Role of Church and School. .. 20 
Anglican Prelate Urges Aid to Australian Church Schools. ...... 20 
Polish Priests Ordered to Stand Trial for Violations of Religious 
oe - Instruction Law) ,. 21 
Latin American Leaders Vote to Start Interdenominational Bible 
, Seminary . 21 
BOsHey Students Aores on Value of mield Visite. 02 joy ee beige 21 
Brazilian Protestants Claim State Schools Teach Catholicism .... 21 
_ Anglican Bishops in South Africa Hit Government's "Control" Laws , , 22 
_ Ceylon Buddhists Protest Government School Take-over ,......ee 22 
' US Leader Asks. Further Study of Statement Opposing Public School 
ieee Devotion , 22 
Revised Statement Against Devotional Acts in US Schools Wins 
National Council Approval 23 
US Supreme Court Prohibits Prayer and Bible Reading as Public School 
wide Requirements , 23 
Reactions Vary to US Supreme Court Decision. ... 6 .«:+ 6 see ewe 24 
Patt GO Leadema Pian Education Curricule . . .62 0. 8. «6 ee ee eed 
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ETHICS (Personal, professional and social): 


British Quakers Ask More Tolerant Judgment of Sexual SES har iat Mate. 8 
"Puritanical" Sunday Advocates Held Harmful in Church Report. ay sabia. wes Be 
British Clerios.Oppose Billion Divoncelow iy sine eth: pon entanie ade tents AEA 
- French ‘Synod Asks Renunciation of Atomic Deterrent by France. .. tine! ery 
Australian Assembly Declares Opposition to Capital Punishment. . . Age a? 


Geneva Church Supports Birth Control Measures . .. «++ +e © « © « 22 
Death Penalty Opposed by French Protestant Federation . . . « « « « « 23 


INFORMATION (Publications, press, broadcasting, 
flint wand photole vpscvelecs uibLe) | 

More Public Information Urged on Church Union Talks . . 1. «© « 6 © @ «2 

- Ecumenical Agency Lauriched for Addis Ababa Radio Project. . .«..«+s-e 4 

Church Union Consultation Urged to Lift "Curtain of Secrecy". « .. + 8 

Radio Station in Africa Begins Broadcasting. 0. « 6 + ee » 6 0 « » * 8 
lst ecetah te ae Christian Broadcasters to Hold A eaedidrata ade Assembly, 

May 4-9. » 13 


Bishop Lilje. Benes Taq of Aoi CoE Media to Church. «6, 6.0 17. 
Committee Recommends WCC Support of New East African HOMSP ORE nt gathe oabat 
~ WACB Holds Constituting Assembly in Kenya... sass euduinrics Giese He 

_ Korean Churches! TV Programmes Attracting 200, 000 Nightly AU PS) Be 
New Christian Newspaper Plannedeins~ care waked seni seetenas Ome 8 ae 


INTER-CHURCH RED Ya, : 
. Churches Cable $10, 000 re Sarawak’ Flood Teevina| SE Ore rae A 
Prayers of oneeonte Asked for FAO's Freedom From Hunger Week. . ..-. 5 
af Eta Pontes bused $2,700,000 in 1962 ap beg eSa ae Aid, Refugee 
(eeProjeots,. 6 
“Hospital t Dedicated’ on Island of Nias, so ceils ale deed ane se 
-WCC Churches Send Help for Three Indonesian Emergencies .. . Seite LF 
Bast German Churches Support Projects in 16 fountries . . 6's 6 2 2 « 13 
Churches Support WCC Appeal for Victims of Bali's Volcanic Eruption #26 
CCSA to Plant 7O:Million Trees in Algeria . .%. + « « © «6 © © © @ & 22 
- WCC Churches Aid East Pakistan Cyclone VECPIMS TANT RIE IO Se OG" aie mice 


INTER-CHURCH CONTACTS AND EXCHANGES: Me a fin inci ehh oh 
Constitution for Philippines NCC Is Ready . «6 ee .t ee ese eee od 
Episcopal, ‘Assemblies of God Leaders Hold Conversations «.-. s+ 6 » «,# 

. Missions Official Asks Closer Ties Between "Traditionalists" and 
“Gonservatives" . 2 
; Churchnen ‘Draft ‘Constitution for Conference of Buropean Countries... 5 
Sixteen Russian Churchmen to Make Tour of USA... « + «ie ee ee eT 
Western. Australian Churchmen Study Christian Unity, . « « « «+ «-ee f 
Papua, New Guinea Churchmen Praise "Our Oneness in Christ". Prep rere. F 
_ Study of Theological Positions Held "Constructive, Prontatnge PPP i, 


- Boumenical Patriarch to Visit United States and Greece. . «++. +s dl 
-Rus'sian-USA Exchange Visit Held Advancing Understanding . . - »« «+. . 12 
Taizé Prior and Brothers Confer With Spanish Leaders. . . «+ + + «+ 14 
Church of Scotland Lauds Growing Unity Among Churches . « « + « « « esabo 
Southern Presbyterians Endorse Continued Talks on Cooperation... . 17 
Developing Relationships Between Pacific Churches . 6. «+ + «+ « «© © « 19 


Cameroun Asks for Protestant Council. ..... oil's Har par oe ee 20 
_ United Service Marks 1 ,400th Year of Sit Columba! Ss landing on TONE a eee 


INTER-CONFESS TONAL RELATIONS © a a 
-Archbishop Nicodim of the USSR Visits French Protestants. . ..«.«.s.. lL 
Protestants Main Authors of. aya ate Issue of Japan Roman Catholic | iS 

, Clergy Magazine» '. er? 
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INTER-CONFESSIONAL RELATIONS: 

Delegate-Observers at Council "Almost Unofficial Consultants" , .. , 
Anglican Pilgrims to Visit TOTS Bis hh aia s Ua WWD aD Drie 2 geal ayae dire an d4 A AD 
_ WCC Observer Praises "Openness" of Vatican Council Leadership ..., 
_ Joint Catholic-Protestant Building Campaign Studied in Holland, , , , 
z Presbyterian Leader Warns of Dialogue "Sentimentalism", , , , rE. t, 4. 
Danish Lutheran Bishops Welcome. Cardinal BOS MORES th PCa at me xgueee yi: 
Vatican Council Seen as Search for Solution to "Crisis of Modernism", 
Dutch Roman Catholics, Protestants Meet: Urge Renewal and Cooperation 
ils in. Service 
| WCC Executive Committee Receives Repont..on,Vatioan Councils: sin oe)... 
Pope Says Observers at Vatican Council Was "Successful" and "Good in 
| Results". 
Swedish Lutheran Primate Visits Ecumenical Bee OLANOM ibs ots 6) Seater tei 

WCC Hxecutive Committee Welcomes Prospects of More Roman Catholic 
Contacts, 7 
. Moscow Patriarchate Names New Representative to WCC Headquarters, .. 7 
All 
8 


ON ON TOT OT St PO 


ON ON 


Highlights of Barth Interview on Roman Catholic-Protestant Relations 
Italian Protestant Leader Warns Against "Sentimental Ecumenism" , . , 
_ Vatican Council Influence Reported by Spanish Protestant Leader . ., 11 
. Polish Catholic Paper Devotes Space to Other MAO rOUnS py a ke eyenl wae ik 
Theologians Hold Consultation to Prepare for Montreal Conference, RUC ese 
Validity of "Mixed" Marriages Peformed in Protestant Churches Upheld 
ork ae DiuPrmtien st 34 
Cardinal Bea Gives Three Lectures at: Harvard; Colloquiiume,”) .o4uqeqte La 
Spanish Journals Support Rights of Protestants. . Se sited A RAMs 6 1 8 
“Priest Tells Protestant. Editors WCC.Assembly Was "Moral Miracle", . , 1A 
‘Dutch Catholic Bishop Asks Protestant Cooperation in Chaplaincy Work 14 
Common Protestant-Catholic "Lectionary" Asked at Harvard. . .. «se 14 
Spanish Priests Asked to Learn About EO Cetus Ue ate) lek pls gigs yet, ae. 
-Taizé Prior. and Brothers Confer With Spanish BORO TS a alae vss teu ne ges ice 
"Intimate Discussions" Planned by Catholic, Orthodox Prelates .... 1 
.Helsinki Assembly to Have Catholic Official MUSE GOLE sane te ge eos ee kk eke 
Russian Patriarch Congratulates Pope on Receipt of Peace Prize. ... 16 
.Russian.Churchman-Deseribes Unity Gains of USA Mee isi veg oop ice eee fone 
WC, Vatican Should Exchange Representatives, Roman Catholic Bishop 
ne . DEVA cs oh de 
Church of Seotland Report Denounces Roman Catholic Mixed Marriage 
vag wes , RU LOS see) DO 
Roman Catholics and Protestants in USA to Cooperate in Cuban 
Ao AEHOTRN Ge 8 RM Refugee Aid. . 19 
Cooperation on Mission Fields Urged for Protestants, Roman Catholics 19 
Anglican Primate Stresses Unity in Talk to Scots Presbyterians. .«.:. » 20 
Cardinal Ritter Will Award Medals to Non-Catholic Clergy, Laymen. .. 20 
South African Minister Sher mear ain Neviatroni gine «cs cos et ag 
Unprecedented Protestant-Catholic petaLocue Hola an COLOmUIa es. feed 
100 Australian Protestants Share me homen Catholzo M&as ss.) «8s + et Oe 
Chureh of Scotland Condemns Catholic Attitude Towards Mixed . 
Marriages. . 21 
Retiring US Leader Urges Closer Confessional POgMer atu LOne st. eran ei tales 
US, Roman Catholic Bishop Asks End to Mixed Marriage Restrictions , , 22 
Cardinal Bea Urges Catholic Missionaries to Respect Their "Separated 
Brethren" , 23. 
Irish Presbyterians Condemn "Aloof" Attitude Toward Roman Catholics a fee 
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INTER-FAITH RELATIONS: a 
Vatican Council to Study ROTICPOUS STAG CO tale Tales wit tae nets ath cutee eee A 
. Judaism Representatives Visit Cardinal Bea... ...e.«2 0b eee f\ 
Jewish rela pier Decries Attacks on Missions: Asks Christian-Jewish 
Conversations 13 
Uganda Anglicans Ask End of Dissension in Palm Surday Message. PL PP Pert We 
Roman Catholic Bishop: Suggests Secretariat for Non-Christian _ 
Religions. 14 
Cardinal Tisserant Urges Greater Contact With Jews .... ey Gevaeore Te 
Christians and Muslims Study the Rights of Children. aa be eae a ee 
Jewish Leader Pleads for Reconciliation With GOTMGYIE v6. Gare des aan 0 eS 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS: 

CCIA sees New Opportunities for Peace in Easing of International 
Tensions A 
‘Rast German Bishop Pleads for End to Political Tiiustone ate tea a wih 8 
Protestant Editor Calls.US China Policy "Ineffective". . . « «eo. 9 
fe: West German Press Critical of Bishop Krummacher!s Statement. ...- 9 
' Mediation of Kashmir Dispute Urged if. India-Pakistan Talks Breals: Down 16 
US Conference-for WCC Holds Annual: ‘Meeting (Special aid, SS eprave oe 
British Methodists Sign Peace: Statement. .... ° Bove a ots 4 ig PR RE 


‘New York Methodists Oppose Unilateral Action ‘by USA in Cuban Crisis. z4 


= eaelis as 3 Leaders Ask Enactment of Conscientious Objector Legislation 


New Lay Training Centre in India Charte 196 3¥P lane: . er eee vin) 9 a 
Florence Prelate Sees Changes in Catechism to Clarify Laity's Mi saton 6 
Consultation Emphasizés View of Congregation as Lay Training Centre, 19 
‘Mission and Freedom’ of ‘the Laity~ of the World, Ay PES Baa dar pne ty OPEV PUD Sat 


“MISSIONS: (home and foreign) 24 hf 
Peace Corps Volunteers Teach in Some iS ee tater toy Schools<igiasa . 


aX: 
Baptist Union of Italy Now Autonomous Body .-« s «se 6 + #8 eee 2 
Anglicans Chart Expansion in Latin America Programme ... 2s eee 5 
Two US Churches to Extend National Control- of Missions Workswalotat. 5 
Disciples Integrate Work With Thailand chuxebarica ‘few es ele eee « ik 
Sudan Interior Missionaries to Remain on Job- oN eiedi STH ae ° 8 
‘Theologians, Sociologists Study Missionary. chek dA of Goneréaattion 8 
‘Israeli Official Says No Anti-missionary Law Planned ......¢- 8 
New Bill Would Restrict Mission Work in Israel... Cthe 


Missionaries Still Needed by Congo Churches, Official Revor ta. ei pCR 
‘Jewish Agee Bae Decries Attacks on Missions: Asks -Christian- 
Jewish oat ical Bp Ry 

Joint rontan for Mission Urged by EACC Situation Conferences ~~ 
| (Special rir hae 14 
Christian Leaders in Israel Deny Prodeten on Gharresigrsis Faat ert. 16 
Anglican Leader Warns Against Over-zealous Missionaries in Israel, 18 
Indigenous African Church Advocated by Commission, « ... ee ree 
Cooperation - on Mission Fields Urged for Protestants, Roman Catholics 19 
Government impedes Missions, Anglican Prelate Charges. 1... ..«ee 20 
Baptist Missionaries in Haiti Plan to Stay Pa gpire CPUsSE Seu «coe sce lee 
German Baptists Plan Mission Work Expansion, ..... > Ue sneak = fae 
Cardinal Bea Urges Catholic. Missionaries to Respect Phen. 

~ "Separated Brethren" At’ 


NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND BUILDING: Pore aia 
Methodist Board Backs UN Plea to Portugal. .....+.e.e.eceense 3 
Kingdom of Burundi's New Constitution Guarantees Free Practice of 

Religion. 17 
Methodists Back African Independence in Southern Rhodesia, ..... 23 
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NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS: 


‘New Measures Would Strengthen Muslim Position in Pakistan. Phy pee ays 
Ceylon Buddhists Protest Government School Take-over ..... eee 
Buddhists Ask Release of Jailed Demonstrators. .... ay ara mar ar ay 


NUCLEAR ENERGY AND WEAPONS: 


Theologians, Scientists Debate Ethical Problems of Radiation.... 
Scottish Youth Call for Nuclear Weapons Ban. ...... ee tere ae 
United Church Journal Upholds Nuclear Deterrent for Canada ..... 
96 Canadian Clergymen Denounce Nuclear Arms... . UPR ie Le eRe 
UK Churches Will Consider Nuclear Deterrent Possession... 
French Synod Asks Renunciation of Atomic Deterrent by France 
Australian Assembly Declares Opposition to Capital Punishment 
Swiss to Vote on Nuclear Armaments ....... wieitehess,, 4 
Toronto Anglicans Reject Ban on Canadian Nuclear Arms, ... 
44 Christian Leaders Urge Support of Test Ban Treaty ......e.e 


2 e . e e 
i) 2 ° 2 
° 


Bee 


Salary Increases Recommended for Greek Orthodox CdS TR es a . 
Bastern Orthodox Bishops Meet: Approve Plans for United Ghanladnay 

Greek Orthodox Theologian Calls for "Christian Front", ..., . 
Hamburg Group to Ask Attendance of Orthodox at. Vatican Council 
Foundation Stone Laid for Orthodox Centre at Taizé.....-. 
WCC and LWF Representatives to Attend Orthodox Ceremony et 


. ° . * 
° 
. e * e es 


PERSONAL LIBERTY: 


German Church Asks Members to Check Public qeenattiak in Advance , 
African Leader Arrested: Released on £250 Bail . . “. «ie e ele gin 
Mission's Magazine Official Arrested in South Africa . . .. .-« 6 
Perna sonia Ad journey pom. Besbl.t, +03, tu. able te taiieots Jette fo LS FR 
Professor Geyser Wins Reversal: Heresy Charges Are Drepped. (. vs. <e 1 
fr teeo. ur. blacatl Postponed i ror Fifth Pane. co se. ss ake ceils: 


PERSONALITIES: 


Resignation of Dr. Max Warren , CMS General Prenase A TPR: cyirtas bso deutliawse 


Funeral Rites Held for "Oldest" Ecumenical Pioneer . .... Sake 0 


Dr. (Adolt toller, Bcumentcal Pionecr, Dies @i°91 oo ee See 
Moscow Patriarchate Names New Representatives to WCC Headquarters. . 
Highlights of Barth Interview on Roman Catholic-Protestant Relations 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Methodist Leader, Dies at 7le « es «e+ 
Memory of "Apostle of Unity" Honoured by Roman Catholics and 
Protestants, 
Archpriest Borovoy Named to New Post in His Church .... + + e«- 
woe Appoints Faith and Order sie hark oie she Sat aan tet Gehper she hee Miers) 


; ne Mission Society Leader Killed in African Plane urash ... sis » 
New Lacvnols cost Armensen See Sot Cilla clair ye: fel ele eee SL 
Transfer of Orthodox Prelate Reported Temporarily Revoked. ..... 
Mgr. Antoine Appointed Exarch of Western Europe. ... «6 » ee. 

Mauricio Lopez Named to World Council Staffu-. 1. ewe 0 0 

Visser 't Hooft Salutes Moscow Patriarch's Jubilee... .« «© « ee - 
Christian Leaders of All Confessions Mourn. Death of Pope John XXIII. 
Peer MOOKeMa I] gir (Os xWCh heanen, (Dieses ies. So alee eS eek 
Pastor, Boegner Received as Member of French Academy. . ....» 
Retiring US Leader Urges. Closer Confessional Cooperation. . 
World Council Represented at Service. for Pope John... . 
Messages of Condolence on Pope John's Death. .....«-e.e-e 
Professor Kting Pays Warm Tribute to Pope John XXIII. .... 


2 ow ee ee we 
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PERSONALITIES (Continued): 
Pope Paul VI Pledges Continuation ‘of John ta Polaelee om. i. to. Wells viel ts 
“Protestants and Orthodox Join Roman Catholics in Hailing Election of 
Pope Paul VI 


PROSELYTISM: 
Christian Leaders in Israel Deny Proselytism Charges, PA HPO VA OY Ae 


RACE RELATIONS: 

Women ,fFast-as ProtestvAgainst sBace sLawss t,o, ¢ difclierbs al delist eras 
Religious Organizations Sponsor "Pilgrimage of Understanding", ; 
Alabama Religious. Leaders Ask "Law, Order, Commonsense", ...., 
Inter-Faith Conference Asks End of Racial Discrimination in USA, 
Alabama Episcopal Diocese Tables Integration Resolution. ..... 

War on Racial Prejudice Asked by Dutch Reformed Church... . 

Methodist Ministers Fast to Protest University's Apartheid Roguld= 
tions 

FOR Supports Birmingham Demonstrators: Censures Statement by Billy 
Graham, 


e e e se e e 


e e e ° oo oe 


Cnureh Journal Urges: Courtesy. co. Nore WhLtee, ue au art hia ce eee 
Racial’ Segregation Called Key to Heresy Conviction . ....+eeee 
‘South African Synod’ Approves Mixed Services. ..... +». 
‘Churches IS Stock of Role as Birmingham Tension Subsides (Special 
Report) 
“US Shurehes-Pient Racial -Diacriemine clon...) .eara s. stte cena lelinee eee 
Martiy Luther King Sends Message From’ Jail. si ciiels woh bet teatioile lel 
Bpiscopal Leaders Call for Active Support of Integration Work. .... 
Anglican Bishops in South Africa Hit Government's "Control" Laws. . 
Archbishop of Canterbury Hits South Africa's Segregation Policies. , 


US National Council Calls for Direct Action Against Segregation. . 
Paton Expresses Hope for Change Without Violence . .....«ve.e » 


RALLIES: 
German Newspapers Criticize Theme of 1963 chev wpa: ted Soshiten ight bi 


REFUGEES : 
15,472 Persons Resettled by WCC Refugee Service in 1962, ...+.. 
Escape From Chinese Mainland Reported Now More Difficult . ...«. . 
Roman Catholics and Protestants in USA to Cooperate in Cuban Refugee 
Aid 
WCC to Plan Strategy for Meeting African Refugee Situations, ce ee 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY: 
Methodist Bishop Protests "Pressures" by Portuguese. . 6 « « o« » e 
Churchmen Criticize US Embassy's Refusal of Asylum to Russian 
Evangelicals 
sudan. Expels Protestant; Catholic Claraeyie site earieie fee fel mela teh dete) as 
Jewish War Veterans Protest Closing of Lwow Synagogue. ... ee. « 
Israel Plans No Legislation to Stop Missions! Activities . 2... « « 
Vatican Council to Study Religious Freedom) sit) Sale Sil eGR 
Bill to Control Christian Missions in Israel Reported in Preparation 
. .CMS Deplores Pressure on Sudan: :Asks Prayers for Leaders and People, 
Spanish Catholic Hierarchy Act on Bill Giving Protestants More 
Freedom 
83 Roman bathed Missionaries Now Expelled From the Sudan GPVEY Fela se 
Sudan Calls Anti-Christian Charges "False, Distorted", . . ¢:. « « « 
Missions Official Cites National Be gular in Cuban Church, «se « + 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY (Continued): 
Modern ‘Modification of Freedom of Conscience Principles Seen Required 


by Spanish Prelate i 
10 Protestant Churches Reopened in ‘Spain. MAE MR Cece) ee ele Wee. ea ee 
New Regulations Further Prohibit Missionary Activities in Sudan... 7 
Poa eee e Oe ees Rie eae ye Om eta te NOM OM Wit ne arc eels. ele 4s. ete ee 
Israeli, Official Says No Anti-missionary Law Planned,’ .o30. 4. Sosy 8 
Report Lauds Faith of Russian Christians in Face of Restrictions. .. 9 


Sd ares se Lone Dye So ete COUN UL Y! est ele ee he tet eee Cel 
Priest Studies Proposed Law to Benefit Spanish Protestants. . . .. » lO 


Jewraht leader Welcomes Khrushensy.otavement .5.' 5 8 ee be ee ae LO 
Pane enon we ames Cin UC OOO e Cy ees Tele el erie ante ¢).a b Bere bk 
Pepi out rcn wy oper Oo LORedg) TLear ay MGUDENS sb Ye ae 8 els ee Le 
Brencp Aroirmse Orthodox) Monastery. til Opeie vevsiscus. ec eh ee ee) ee ANS 
CCIA Submits Statement to UN Human LO ee OU COT OF es Wet ea ae Ne eee le 
European Baptists Study’ Church-State Relations. . . ».°. 6 » « » « « « 13 
Neve Ge SOUL nest rem tes .On  WOrk 711!) GSTAOM., aes ioispie le ee sa mg 
Spanien Cuma te oupoUry Pion te One P rODe Stan tesa Mites. ee” et wf ete el) ley 
New Somali Law Spells Out Restrictions on Non-Muslims . 2. .« « « « « « 15 
Wyszynski Charges Poland Curbs Church Instruction .. . Scat ae hie 
US Conference for WCC Holds Annual Meeting CSpee ted peso byte” nek eG ee 
Cuba Confiscates Christian Books. .. « rore ee be viata Piteth Cat a: fe wentee Cn ALON 


Kingdom of Burundi's New Constitution Gubmantees “Free Practice of 
Religion 27 
ii Chapels Opened During Year, Five Closed, Spanish Council Told. . , i8 
Hungary Releases Five Roman Catholic Bishops. ia ede A ae sa Cad Bes ink wb Ceo os LS. 
Ppevestatt) SLanOp peor Has ine VOL CUT De Ri ODER ers ants ee eh alg ie Ma abe 
Span eta | Nou Prepared s.Or Tuli, heli el ouswiltpertys 6 ee ae ah 
Government Impedes Missions, Anglican Prelave Charges . . . « « + « « 20 
Christians Must Set Religious Liberty Example, European Experts... | 
Declare. 22 
BGaPUL ete Veen ain, Made ids Reopened fu lo welts. ape owiehe Mi Ewha tw olin wty «8 
Bucdhiists Ask) kelease of Jailed Demonstrator Sh isinien fwisll ecdehsapaer le Stele O24 


REPENTANCE ACTIONS AND RECONCILIATION 


cooe rg Church Planned at Dachau... é gi teh ys etnng teary ween 
Khrushchev Promises Study of EKID "Repentance" Pla A ite St vay ba Pele 
SOCIAL, ECONOMIC , AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND CHRISTIAN ACTION’ 

Baed neohome Give Up Farmiand and Help Form New Cooperative » ..: 2 
Christian Committee in Algeria Wages Fight Against TB . . « «© «++» « 4 
Khrushchev Promises Study of EKID "Repentance" Plan «© »« « « « » « « « 4d 
"Pactory for Peace" Opens Fund Drive in Scotland. « » 6 « «+ « «© © « « | 
New. Organization to Study Class, Racial Barriers in Australia...» «+ « »« 5 
40 Enrolled in African Family, Home Life Seminar. » »« « « o « iene 6 

Asian Church Leaders Discuss Overall Task in First of Three BACC 
"Sitvation Conferences" . 9 


Amapdal an Churches Plan 5-year Church and Society Action, Study . 

. Project - 10 
Latin Moers ea Leaders Plan Study of Revolutionary Social Change. . . 
BKID Synod Says All Germans Must Accept Responsibility for Nazi 

sant Crimes . 
"Religious Peace Corps" Asked by African Anglican Prelate « . « » « « 
USA Christians Urged to Feed People of Cuba . . » « +» « © «© «© 09 o @ ¢ 
French Church Leaders Ask Aid for Miners! Strike Victims. . « »« « « « 
"Marginal Charity" Won't Solve World Hunger, Says WCC Leader. . . « »« 
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SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND CHRISTIAN. ACTION 
(Continued): 


US Efforts: to Curtail Cuba Trade Are Assailed by FOR... «sss o 
Maronite Leaders Urge Lebanon Defence Plan in "Crucial Situation". . 
Commission Completes.Plan for European Migration Conference Next 

. Month. 
Tanganyika Churches Launch Rapid Social Change Study PAN, ig ate tie Oe o 6 
Brazilian Bishops! Support of Agrarian Reform Creates Stir .... . 


Japanese Pastors Discuss Needs of New Towns, «...s « »« » « « © «.9 
Roman Catholic Bishops of Paraguay Advocate Social Reforms ... « » 
Laymen Debate Future of Buropean COMMUN LEY elo. iie ciely sapnes wagute fia nee ieee 


Catholic Journal Critical /of Spanish Régime dic: Gass i bieae ae bales 
Australian Missionary Council Speaks on Aborigines Assimilation 

its Policy. 
Roman Catholic Hierarchy Urges Ecuador Agricultural Reforms. » « « « 


Report Condemns 'Depiorable" Living Conditions of Migrants in Burope: 


Ecumenical Action. Urged (Special Report) . 
woo. Asked to Set Up Churches! Committee on West European Migration . 
Volume Series Planned on "God, Man, and Contemporary SUS Mya gies 7" 


SOCIAL SERVICH* 


‘Only Twelve Doctors in Burundi: CMS Appeals Cor Medical Personnel. . 
German Churches to Finance Centre in Brazil Slum. ....4.:-. og 


THEOLOGY : 


schema on: Revelation" Reported. Now Redrafted.: i754) ss er e Boeu ee ere 
Father Kting Holds Freedom Vital for Catholic Theology. . «.. « = + « 
Theologians, Scientists Study Problems of Evolution. « « «5 «© ej #.« 
Archbishop of Canterbury Criticizes Controversial Best-seller, .... 


VATICAN COUNCIL IT: 


Vatican Counorl May Lead to More Lay Participation in the Mass, Says 
Rome Paper. 

Greek Orthodox Observers at Second Session of Vatican Council, Ak Apes 

1962 Orthodox Christmas Message. . , aa ier wer ase ee og hie ee Oh bcs: 


Vatican Council to Study Religious Freedom we niterate vst ie, vey ei aes) taka aS 


Schema on "Revelation" Reported Now Redrafted. «4 . 2 6 e.0 « © «> 
WCC Observer Praises "Openness" of Vatican Council Leadership. ..-. 
Vatican Council Seen as Search for Solution to "Crisis of Modernism" 


‘Florence Prelate Sees Changes in Catechism to Clarify Laity's Mission 


WCC Executive Committee Receives Report on Vatican Council .... 
Pope Says Observers at Vatican Council Was "Successful" and "Good an 


Results. 

WCC Executive Committee Welcomes Prospects of More Roman Catholic 
ae Contacts 
Italian Protestant Leader Warns Against "Sentimental Ecumenism", . . 
Vatican Reorganizes Unity Secretariat, «so « » « 0» » « 8 « © «© ¢ 
Moscow Patriarchate: Sends Church of Greese Report of Vatican Council 
ones Proceedings 


Vatican Commission Studies Project on Lay Apostolate .« .« « « « « « « 
Hamburg Group to Ask Attendance of Orthodox at Vatican Council... 
US Conference for WOC Holds Annual Meeting . .....e « « s # «© « 
' Vatican Council Liturgical Principles Called "Revolutionary" . .. - 
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WOMEN AND CHILDREN ; 

World Day of Prayer To Be Marked, March 1. .... 
Buropean Women Urge Study of Family Life Ethics. .... 
African Women Ask Study of Ordination of Women. . 

Swedish Diocese Receives First Woman Minister, ..... 
Christians and Muslims Study the Rights of Children. . , 
Anglican Synod Admits Women as Delegates . ....ees 
Prenchnwomen Discuss Modern "Lovey i... gah. ee ee 


YOUTH : 
Africa's Christian Youth Challenged at Assembly. .... 
Serve Without Being Bossy, Archbishop Tells SCM Congress . 


Peace Corps Volunteers Teach in Some Church-related Schools. 
African Youth Assembly Pledges Itself to Promote Church Unity 
Report) 


(Special 


Scottish Youth Call for Nuclear Weapons Ban. . . 


e 


Episcopal Council Backs Corps to Train, Employ Tdis Youth e 


1,000 Youth to Take Part in 1965 Ecumenical Work Camps . . 
British SCM to Seek Non-Christian Members. ....«-eeee 


Inquiry Reveals Japanese Students Favourable to Christianity 


Australian Assembly Declares Opposition to Capital Punishment. 


¥ #* xX 
Appendices: 


Chronological List of Publications issued in, 1962. ... 
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CHURCHES COORDINATE PLANS 
TO HELP CHITTAGONG TYPHOON VICTIMS 


(Calcutta) - Two boats with outboard motors are being flown by air cargo from 
the USA to East Pakistan to help in the rehabilitation of the many thousands 
of victims of the recent typhoon disaster in the Chittagong region. Other 
emergency equipment is being sent to Rast Pakistan by the relief committee 

of the National Christian Council of India. oa . 


The typhoon is estimated to have led to the deaths of more than 10,000 
people and to have destroyed the homes of about 250,000 others. The govern- 
ment has asked the Hast Pakistan Christian Council to assume responsibility 
for an area, south of Chittagong, where 168,000 people live. This area is 
extremely remote, and has almost no roads and communications. 


Immediately after the disaster, the World Council of Churches appealed 
to its member churches for $50,000 to underwrite a relief operation. This 
money was fully subscribed within 48 hours of the appeal being sent out. 

A relief team sent by the churches is already at work. 


Following’.a consultation in:Calcutta.called.by thé CC, an appeal 
has been sent to Christian hospitals 1n {ndia and Nepal to rebease doctors 
to fight the cholera epidemic that has broken out, 


Also, Church World Service, New York, was asked to make available food 
for an emergency feeding programme. CWS responded by diverting supply ships 
that were already on their way to other parts of East Asia, 


Plans were made at the consultation for speedily collecting essential 
equipment for the rehabilitation and rehousing of the survivors in the area 
for’ which the churches are responsible. Most urgently needed are large 
quantities of corrugated iron sheets to be used as roofing on houses to 
Shelter the homeless. 


i i i Alli ‘ isti iati - World Young 
ublished under the auspices of: World Council of Churches . World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations . V oul 
‘fomen’s Christian Recneiavion + World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 

i i ice i i i inion i hes and Christian 
he aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churc 
ovements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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The WCC consultants drew up a six months! emergency programme. It was 
agreed that top priority should be given to housing needs. 


Reserve stocks of food held by the Hast Pakistan Christian Council are 
already being used by the relief team to feed the survivors of the disaster. 
This food is mainly the gift of the people of the USA through Church World 
Service, EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN SECRETARIAT NAMES FIVE OBSERVERS 
TO WORLD COUNCIL FAITH AND ORDER MEETING 


(Rome ) - Five Roman Catholic priests have been named by the Vatican ‘Secre- 
tariat for Promoting. Christian Unity to be observers at the Fourth World 
Conference on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches in Montreal, 
Quebec, July. 12-26. 


Their presence will mark the first time official Roman Catholic obser- 
vérs have attended a world-wide Faith and Order Conference, although the 
Roman Catholic Church sent obse~vers to the WCC Third Assembly | in New Delhi, 
India, in 1961. - 


Paul-Emile Cardinal Léger, Archbishop of Montreal, called eet Tefen 
oe Satie for divine guidance for the Conference. 


Named as observers from the USA were Father gaarney Diekmann, O.5«B., 
of St. John's Abbey, Collegeville, Minn., editor of the liturgical monthly, 
Worship, and Father George A. Tavard, A.A., of Mount Mercy College, Pitts-. 
burgh, Pa. 


Canadians named were Father Gregory Baum, 0.S.A., of Toronto, editor ,of 
‘the’ Paulist Fathers! publication, The Ecumenist, and Father Bernard Lambert, 
O.P., an ecumenical scholar of Courville, Quebec, and author of a new book 


in’ French, Le Frobléme oecumenique 


Father Jan C. Groot, a professor at the Catholic onan Warmona, 
the Netherlands, and a recognized authority on Protestant-Catholic relations, 
‘was also named. He was ‘one of the five official Catholic observers at the 
WCC New Delhi’ Assembly. 


Both Father Baum and Father Tavard are consultants to the Secretariat: 
for pe EOD ee Christian Unity.of the Vatican. 


In addition to the official. abserversy: 15 Catholic "guests" from the ° 
United. States and Canada will be invited to the conference, WCC officials 
have reported. : ; ees: Keath 


Roman Catholic theologians met in Geneva, Switzerland, last March with 
World Council.of Churches representatives to study and discuss reports that 
will be presented at the Faith and Order Conference. Subjects examined were 
"Christ and His Church", "Tradition and Traditions", "Worship", and — 

"Insti tutionalism!. 


Precedent for. securing Catholic comments on reports to. eh presented +6 
World Council meetings was established pefore the WCC Assembly held in 
Evanston? LEVs fin 1954. The Catholic Conference for Ecumenical . Questions 
submitted comments on the theme, "Jesus Christ - the Hope. of the World", 
and the report oP these comments was made available at Evanston. 
EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICANS, METHODISTS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
TO REPORT ON THETR JOINT TALKS 


(Johannesburg )-- After two years of informal meetings, a group of Anglicans 
and Methodists in South Africa are to report officially to their churches in 
Octoder and November about the talks they have had. 


The group emphasises that they have no intention of imposing any cut- 
and-dried plan for reunion upon the members of their churches nor of con- 
-cealing or evading the difficulties they face. "It is our aim and concern", 
they say, "to offer to them such further: material for their prayers and 
consideration as may enable us all to recover, by God's grace and in His good 
time, that unity in His Son which we are all at one with Him in desiring," 


The group say that each part of the Church has its own distinctive and 
indispensable contribution to make and that they are convinced there is no 
way to unity by the absorption of any one body of Christians by another, 


"It is", they say, "only by the way of integration. and reciprocal shar- 
ing of the treasures of our different traditions that God's Will in this 
matter can be done. 


-. "We are ‘now agreed upon a report of our Atle Waaisiionan so far as at 
present they have gone, and shall submit this to the judgment of the. 
official bodies of our two churches at their meetings in October and November 
this year. It is our hope that they will approve this preliminary work and 
give their blessing and encouragement to its continuance. But the contents 
of this report on our conversations cannot be divulged until this course has 
received their approval," EPS, Geneva 


ACTION PROGRAMME FORMULATED af 
BY NCC COMMISSION ON RELIGION AND RACE 


(New York) - Local churches will be both pressed and assisted toward bring- 
ing.about greater racial integration under a detailed programme formulated 
here at the first full session of the National Council of Churches ! ‘new 
Commission on Religion and Race, 


Among the proposals endorsed by ee Commission was one. directed to 
denominational boards and agencies which control funds for cons truction of 
new churches and other buildings. 


They were urged to withhold funds from any church construction Brea iat 
in which the contractors practised discriminatory hiring. ; 


It was reported that. the withholding of such loans could have a strik- 
ing impact, inasmuch as there was w1,000,000 worth of construction by 
churches “ofall faiths.in 1962.) | 


The United Presbyterian Board of National Missions has eeveal anes 
action, an was. reported, and will ‘withhold funds where fair employment 
practices are not followed by contractors 


The United Church of Christ is to receive a similar Rea rage at Lis: 
biennial General Synod in Denver, July 3-1l. 


Denominational agencies were urged to withhold financial support from 
local churches not practising full integration in chureh membership and . 
other activities, as well as in regard to construction. 
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The Commission recognized, however, that there would be much difficulty 
in enforcing integration in the areas of membership and programme participa- 
tion. | a 


“All we can do is teach", said Dr. Hugene Carson Blake, chief executive 
officer of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. "This is an awfully 
slow process but it is all we can do." cies 


A resolution also was passed calling for prompt enactment of strong — 
civil rights legislation. It was directed to members of Congress, national, 
and regional church leaders, and church members. 


The Commission's resolution urged resistance to threatened filibusters 
in Congress. It recommended that churchmen enlist strong support through 
their own testimony, and called upon churchgoers to exert pressure on 
Congressional representatives. | r 


Another concrete action being urged at local levels is the formation... 
of "Chaplaincy Corps" consisting of local clergymen who would visit jailed 
demonstrators to prevent possible brutality. © . 


"There have been many clear stories of brutality", Dr. Blake said, 
referring to experiences of past demonstrations, “which shouldn't happen 
in our society." The Chaplaincy Corps , would be organized to 


remain in the presence of jailed demonstrators on a 24-hour basis. . 
joka 7 OS a EPS, Geneva 


INDIAN CHURCHES HAVE $90,000 
PROGRAMME TO AID TIBETAN REFUGEES 


(Geneva ) ~ The National Christian Council in India is carrying out this 
year a $90,000 programme to aid refugees from Tibet,. This continues work 
which the Council began in April, 1959, for the 40,000 Tibetan refugees in 


The 1963 programme includes: 1. The extension of medical services to 
two more sanatoria go that 200T3 patients can be cared for during the year 
at an approximate cost of $30 a month each; 2. Scholarships, bedding, clothk- 
ing, and hostels for boys and girls. Three ereches are being built. Food 
is provided by Church World Service; 4. Livestock for refugees in the 
Bylakuppe Resettlement Centre; 4. The training of 300,men and boys to 
produce carpets, utensils, and other articles on an earning-while-learning 
basis. ! | Are a MT ete 3 

Dr. Leslie Gooke, director of the WiGC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service, has called the attention of member churches to 
the programme and said that more than $54,000 has still to be found to meet 
this year's budget of $90,000, | hia a ae tn | 


"The meeting of the Executive Committee of the Division", Dr. Cooke 
writes, "received a report on this programme with very great interest and 
sympathy, and it authorized me as director to do my utmost to see that this 
appeal is fully met. ; 


"T am therefore turning to you to lay this matter on your mind and: 
that of your Committee and to ask you to do all you can to find a contribu- 
tion so that this programme is completely underwritten." EPS, Geneva 
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POPE AT CROWNING CALLS FOR 
CHRISTIAN UNITY IN A REJUVENATED CHURCH 


(Rome) - Pope Paul VI at his coronation here, Sunday, June 30, said that 
Roman Catholics had a duty not to disappoint the "immense hopes" of Christian 
unity awakened by his predecessor, John XXIII, 


He spoke of those who, without belonging to the Catholic Church, "are 
united to us by the powerful bond of faith and love of our Lord Jesus and 
marked by the seal of the one baptism". 


The Pope said he turned to them with "respect redoubled by an 
immense longing, a longing which has animated many among them for so long: 
to hasten the blessed day which will see, after centuries of unhappy separa- 
tion, the perfect realization of Christ's urgent prayer on the eve. of his 
death, that they may be one, 


"We recall with emotion on this point the heritage of our unforgettable 
predecessor, Pope John XXIII, who, under the breath of the Holy Spirit, 
brought to birth immense hopes in this field which we consider it a duty and 
honour not to disappoint. 


"Certainly no more than he do we nourish illusions about the extent of 
the problem to be resolved and the gravity of the obstacles to be overcome," 


Nevertheless, he promised to pursue "the dialogue that has been opened 
and to advance the work undertaken as far as will be in our power". (YI 4 me 
resuming the Ecumenical Council he prayed "that this great event may confirm 
faith in the Church, renew her moral energies, rejuvenate her, adapt her 
forms to the needs of the times, and thus present her to the fellow Christians 
Separated from her perfect unity, to make attractive, easy, and joyful to 
them the sincere rejoining to the mystic body of the one Catholic Church in 
truth and charity". | \ 


| The Pope began his speech in Latin but spoke later passages in turn in 
Italian, French, English, German, Spanish, Portuguese, Polish, and Russian. 
| | 3 7 EPS, Geneva 


UNOFFICIAL GROUP PLANS 
CONFERENCE ON BAPTIST unTTY 


The Second Conference on Baptist Unity, to be held in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, October 4-5, will bring together clergy and lay leaders interested 
in cooperation and eventual merger of the American and Southern Baptist 
Conventions, 


The Conference was announced by the Baptist Survey and Study Committee, 
whose chairman is the Rev. Howard R. Stewart of First Baptist Church, Dover, 
Delaware, affiliated with the ABC. ! 


. A continuing but unofficial body, the committee was established at the | 
first such conference held in Washington, D.C., last October and attended: by 
some 75 ministers, lay men and women. =‘ 3 


Neither the Survey and Study Committee nor the conferences it sponsors 
are related officially in any way to the American Baptist Convention or 
Southern Baptist Convention, BPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH STRESSES 
MOUNT ATHOS! ROLE IN CHRISTIAN UNITY 


(Athens) - At the celebrations to mark the 1,000th anniversary | of Mount 
Athos as a monastic community (see EPS No. 2A), the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople said that "one of the proofs of greatness in the Greek Church 
was its support of monastic life on the holy mountain. . 


He spoke of the need for "“intercommunion, for the exchange of views, 
among all Christians" and said the world was divided ‘because ae a lack of 
dialogue between peoples. 


"Of the three billion people on the earth", the Houmenical Patriarch © 
continued, "two billion are non-Christians and fiat is why we invite ‘all 
theologians to work for a solution to the problem of spreading Christianity: 
How will we make it ERE Lor ee to live onthe: face” of the | 
earth?" . ele 


The Eeumenical Patriarch stressed the importance of Mount Athos for — 
‘the propagation of unity. | Monasticism had rendered great services to this 
cause which had been upheld by sucn notable men as Gregory Palamos, Simon, 
the Bulgarian prince and monk, and Arsenius, the founder of Netane. cee 
Finland, -all of whom had come out of Mount Athos. - 


The spirituality of the monks had prevented the development of schisms, 
and many efforts towards the reunion of Rome and_ mon ent SAGE Se had been 
initiated by monks from Athos. 


"Tn our contemporary situation", the Ecumenical Patriarch continued, 
"the holiness and discipline of the Hénadeentes must put out all. their 
strength to cultivate charity and humility and to prepare the right climate 
among all Christians for the ecumenical movement to go forward. mu 


Mgr. Athenagoras asserted that Mount Athos will regain its past a ores 
only by a joint action with the eutocephalous churches and the other Orthodox 
patriarchs of Jerusalem, Rumania, Buigaria, Yugoslavia; and Archbishop 
Nicodim of Moscow. And he named five projects which would lead to the re- 
newal of Mount Athos: 1. Recruitment of devout monks as a matter of 
urgenoy; 2. Promotion of the present Athonius monastery to be a pan- Orthodox 
academy where clergymen could attend special courses from time to time ; 

3. Theestablishment of a Christian academy of Byzantine ’ ‘studies?. Pay The 
provision of a meeting place for bishops and clergymen to conduct. retreats 
and exchange views; - 5. The holding of conferences and.consultations ‘on 
current issues so that Orthodoxy can better confront the challenges of today. 


Mgr. Athenagoras ended by stressing the great blessing that the ecumeni- 
cal movement has been in our time and said that a great contribution -was 
expected from the Orthodox side in helping: to.solve accumulated BEQHLER Ea 
both spiritual and moral. 


Replying to the Ecumenical Patriarch, AEN Paul of Greece said that a 
few. decades ago materialistic views questioned the very utility not only of 
monasticism but of every spiritual uplifting. New scientific. conquests had 
proved that man is not a machine but a psycho~somatic entity as distinct 
‘from all other creations cf God. These scientific: findings had eed the 
truth that "Man shall not live by bread alone". 


The Greek State was willing, the King added, to do Eye mene in ite 
power. so that Mount Athos might remain a powerful spiritual beacon for 
millions of souls beyond the boundaries of Greek Orthodoxy. EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH PROTESTANTS 
VISIT USSR 


(Paris) - A delegation from the French Protestant Federation visited the 
USSR from June 11 to 22 as the guests of the Russian Orthodox Church. ‘The 
delegation was led by Pastor Westphal of Paris, president of the French 
Protestant Federation. It also included two pastors and two laymen from the 
Reformed and Lutheran Churches. 


Pastor Westphal said the purpose of the visit, which was to respond to 
the invitation of the Holy Synod, was "to make direct contact with the 
Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate, as a return visit to that made 
by Mgr. Nicodim in December, 1962, to the Protestant Churches of France". 


The Press and Information Service of the French Protestant Churches 
reports that "the delegation visited Moscow, Leningrad, Tallinn, and “Odessa, 
where they contacted the religious, public, and cultural life. They were 
welcomed and received by. His Holiness Alexis, Patriarch of Moscow and All 
Russia, at his summer residence at the monastery of the Assumption at Odessa, 


During their journey in the Soviet Union the delegates visited many 
Orthodox churches. They attended several services and had interviews with 
the clergy and the members of the Orthodox Russian Church. They visited the 
theological academies in Moscow and Leningrad, and the seminaries at Zagorsk 
and Odessa. Conversations took place with the professors and with members 
of the administration of these colleges. Everywhere the conversations were 
very friendly and brought out the opinions shared by the French Protestant 
Federation and the Russian Orthodox Church concerning the essential problems 
of the ecumenical movement, and the responsibility of the Christian churches 
in the contemporary world. 


Both sidesexpressed the desire to develop in future the relations 
between the French Protestant Federation and the Russian Orthodox Church. 
The representatives of the Federation led by Pastor Charles Westphal and the 
representatives of the Russian Orthodox Church led by ligr. Nicodim together 
examined what form their future contacts should take. They especially 
envisaged exchange of visits, consistent cooperation between French theologi- 
cal academies and Russian Orthodox ones, and exchange of publications. 

* | EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHMEN ASK FOR FIVE POLITICAL 
PRISONERS TO BH FREED 


(Paris) - More than 700 priests and pastors have appealed for the release of 
five young men and women who are still in prison because they helped the 
F.L.N. (Front de libération nationale), The appeal says: ‘It is not good 

for a country when those who struggle for justice are persecuted. We pastors 
and priests appeal earnestly to all who are responsible for these men and 
women. We adjure them to realize their duty towards them, and to act 
accordingly," 


Nineteen Catholic and Protestant chaplains in universities and grammar 
schools have also appealed to General de Gaulle to liberate three of the 
young prisoners. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW DIRECTOR APPOINTED 
FOR BENGAL REFUGEE SERVICE 


(Calcutta) - On the nomination of the World Council of Churches, the Rev. 
Keith Dowding, the past Moderator of the Presbyterian Church's general 
assembly in Western Australia, has been appointed director of the Bengal 
Refugee Service, Calcutta, by the National Christian Council of India. 


He succeeds Dean Johannes Krohn, Denmark, who resigned last year to 
return to church work in his home country. 


‘The Bengal Refugee Service is a five-year undertaking for aiding the 
rehabilitation of refugees in the Calcutta area. It is operated by the 
National Christian Council of India in association with the World Council 
of Churches. 


The Rev. Keith Dowding, aged 51, is a former bank officer who served as 
private and chaplain in World War II. He has had parish experience in 
Melbourne, Sydney, and Perth, -and was secretary and warden ofthe Iona = 
Community House, Glasgow, Scotland, i949-51, 


Mr. Dowding will take up his appointment in Calcutta on September 1, 
1963. There are still three years to run of the Bengal Refugee Service's 
programme. It is expected that further staff appointments to the BRS will 
be made in the immediate future. EPS, Geneva 


QUEBEC CHURCHES MAY 
‘LOSE. SCHOOLS MONOPOLY 


(Quebec) - Mr. Jean Lesage, Prime Minister of Quebec, has brought in a Bill 
before the Assembly of the Province concerning public education. Since 
1608: this sphere has been reserved for the clergy. 


“The Bill provides for the setting up of a Ministry of Education and 
Youth. The Minister would.be assisted by. three vice- ~ministers, including 
one Catholic and one Protestant, Before taking any decision, he would have 
to consult a higher. council of education consisting of 24 members (16 of 
them Catholics, 4 Protestants, and at least one "who is neither Catholic 
nor Protestant") appointed by the government at the suggestion of the ; 
religious authorities and the parents! and teachers! associations. The 
president of the council would be a Catholic, and the vice-president a 
Protestant. 


In addition to the council there would be two committees, one Catholic, 
the other Protestant. They would give their approval to the books used in 
schools, and take decisions about the qualifications of the teachers giving 
religious instruction. op. EPS, Geneva 


INDONESIA RECALLS 
DUTCH MISSIONARIES 


(The Hague) - The Dutch missionaries who left New Guinea last year have been 
requested to return, otherwise new ones should be- sent out. 


This was announced at the opening of the summer meeting of the Gontrat 
Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church at the Hague. After discussions with 
delegates from the Indonesian churches the Dutch Missionary Council believes 
that the missionaries! work cannot be resumed on its former lines. The 
Indonesians suggested that the Dutch missionaries should work mainly in the 
schools and in education. | EPS, Geneva 
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BILHETMER TO LEAVE WCC 
FOR CHURCH POST 


(Geneva ) ~ Dr. Robert 5. Bilheimer, since 1954 associate general secretary 

of the World Council of Churches here and director of its Division of Studies, 
will resign from both positions late in November to become senior minister 

of Central Presbyterian Church, Rochester, N.Y. 


Prominent in the international ecumenical movement for many years, 
Dr. Bilheimer will succeed Dr. Arthur M. Adams, now dean of field education 
at Princeton (N.J.) Theological Seminary. 


Prior to his resignation from the WCC posts, Dr. Bilheimer will play a 
leading role at the World Council's Faith and Order Study Conference in 
Montreal, July 12-26, and at the WCC's Central Committee meeting in 
Rochester, N.Y., August 26-September 3, 


During the last 10 to 15 years, he has attended or helped organize 
nearly every major international ecumenical meeting held under auspices of 
the WCC or one of its agencies, His travels have taken him to Europe, Asia, 
Africa, and South America. 


From 1948-54, Dr. Bilheimer served as part-time minister of the inter- 
racial Westminster Presbyterian Church, Jamaica, N.Y. He also was adminis- 
trative secretary of the WCC's First Assembly in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 
and organizing secretary of its Second and Third Assemblies at Evanston, © 
‘I1l1., USA, and New Delhi, India. EPS, Geneva 


PROPOSAL TO UNITE CONSERVATIVE 
LUTHERAN SYNODS DEFEATED 


(Mankato, Minn.) - A proposal that it take immediate steps to unite with 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod was defeated here by the Evangeli- 
eal Lutheran Synod (BLS). 


The proposal wus made to the ELS national convention by the ELS con- 
gregation in Rochester, N.Y. 7 


While rejecting it almost unanimously, the delegates asked ELS offi- 
cials to "explore every opportunity for furthering. . .closer active rela- 
tions between the two synods in the fields of mission work and education". 


The two synods meet together in the Synodical Conference and were 
defeated last year in their efforts to have the conference dissolved because 
of a doctrinal dispute between them and the larger Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, another member of the conference. EPS, Geneva 


CLERGYMAN SAYS CHURCHES 
CAPITULATE. TO APARTHEID 


(Capetown) - South African churches have "failed miserably and capitulated 
abjectly" to government apartheid affecting religious education, the 
president of the Teachers! League of South Africa, a Coloured organization, 
charged here. 


The Rev. D.M. Wessels, addressing the League's annual conference, 
noted that some church schools have been turned over to the State as a 
result of legislation which demands that all religious institutions be 
racially segregated. 


No, 250s Sth uly. oe bee age ay ho Ao 


"Had it been a matter of handing over schools to the State so the 
State could meet its obligation to taxpayers and citizens through provision 
of education, nobody could have quarrelled", he declared. — 


"But..it is a fact, and the churches know it", he added, "that they were 
submitting to a system of tribalized education whose unr Christian aims were 
well known." 


The League president said that most church schools had been built "with 
pennies provided by the sweat and toil of the poorest of the poor''. 


Churches have given the last consideration to the "true interests of © 
children".in dealings with the government, he said, calling "bargaining at 
their. expense" aq "betrayal of trust and faith". EPS, Geneva 


TANGANYTKAN LUTHERANS 
UNITE IN ONE CHURCH 


(Dar-es-Salaam) - Seven Lutheran church bodies poke here ee the Bvangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church in Tanganyika forming the largest Protestant denomination 
in pats country. 


“All of the. uniting churches, which are located in. different geographi- 
cal-areas of the. Bast Africa: nation, had previously worked together in the. 
five-year-old Federation of Lutheran Churches of Tanganyika. The Federation 
was dissolved as the new church of over 350,000 baptized members was formed. 


Representatives of the seven uniting bodies passed a resolution asking 
that the officers, boards, and committees of the Federation continue on 
behalf of the Uvangelical Lutheran Church in shaiecnte et until its: next con- 
vention in June, 1964. 


The retiring officers of the FLCT and the first officers of the new 
church are: Bishop Stefano R. Moshi, president; G.J.J. Maeda, secretary; 
Harald Palm, treasurer; and the Rev. Carl Johansson, executive secretary. 


The union was hailed as a "giant stride forward" by the Rev. Donald 
EB. Trued, secretary of the National Lutheran Council's Department of World 
Missions Cooperation, New York. ; 


"Tt is another evidence of the progress the Church is making as a’ 


strong indigenous African institution", he said. "African church leaders 
have shown a keen sense of responsibility and have exercised creative 


leadership in schurch and civic life." pe EPS, Geneva 


DIVIDED GERMAN SYNODS 
STAY TOGETHER 


(Berlin) - Germany's Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU) has decided to 
retain its unity, even if it cannot hold joint synodal conferences in the 
same place, says a statement published by the two separate conferences held 
by the synod.in Hast and West Berlin last week. 


Joint consultations in East Berlin could not be held because the 
authorities in Eastern Germany refused to allow the delegates from Western 
Germany to enter. The EKU was therefore forced to discuss an "Order for 
Synodal Conferences in Special Cases", details of which will be made known 
shortly. 
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Concerning the Berlin situation, the statement says: "The synod was 
held in a new way. It was divided and yet together, because on the one hand 
attempts were made to prevent it from meeting, and on the other hand the 
Church remained united. The synod had to suffer in the same way as the 
many individuals and families who. are separated in Germany." EPS, Geneva 


MORE COMMENTS ON ELECTION 
OF POPE PAUL VI 


Church Times, London: "His election is not only a tribute to his own 
outstanding gifts, experience, and personality but also a clear sign of the 
honour and affection in which the late Pope was held by the cardinals. 

In electing Cardinal Montini, his colleagues were demonstrating their faith 
in the policy which had led to the creation of the great Vatican Council and 
which had reached outwards in charity towards separated brethren everywhere, 
and indeed to those outside the boundaries of the Christian Church 
altogether. aoe 5, 


"It may be hoped that his choice of the name of the apostle most 
revered by the historic Reformation augurs a resolve to bridge, by a new 
reformation in Rome itself, the gulf which separates those whom their common 
Lord calls to be one." 


Sonntagsblatt, Hamburg, describes Pope Paul VI as a prelate who "ig 
open to modern ideas, but atthe same time is deeply rooted in the mentality 
of the Roman Church". He differs from his predecessor in that his person- 
ality is highly intellectual. His first message acknowledges the work of 
Pope John XXIII, but its formulations are "carefully weighed, and it does 
not radiate the force of spontaneity. It contains definite echoes of Pius 
XXI1, for instance, in its strongly Roman accent on ecumenism." 


Christ und Welt, describes the new Pope as "the most outstanding repre- 
sentative of open-minded Catholicism". Owing to his "complex personality" 
the diplomatic and political groups in Rome are reserved about predicting 
what the future policy of the church will be. ‘There are quite a number of 
examples in church history when a Pope had to act differently when he became 
Pope than he did when he was a cardinal, "Ultimately it will depend on the 
external destiny of the Roman Catholic Church, in what direction the rich 
possibilities will develop which bless the successor of John XXIII." ; 


Confessional News Bulletin of the Benshein Institute, Germany, says 
"Paul VI is a moderate man,. His attitude cannot be better described than by 
the slogan of the Italian elections: ‘progress without adventure!. In 
spite of his human and religious warmth Montini is still first and foremost 
a church-diplomat. This is proved by his. well-considered and always well- 
documented speeches. The new Pope is a cautious tactician." 


The Belgian Protestant. weekly Paix et Liberté: Pope Paul VI has also 
had deep pastoral experience, which was sometimes painful as Archbishop of 
the industrial diocese of Milan. One must not be surprised if the new Pope 
tackles the problems of the programme which he has already defined - reform 
of the Roman Catholic Church, Christian unity, peace - in quite a different 
way from John XXIII. He does not possess the apparently ingenuous spontan- 
eity of the late Pope, which enabled him quite painlessly to bring about a 
sort of spiritual revolution. Montini is doubtless more concerned about 
safe-guarding tradition. . . The next session of the Vatican Council will 
reveal the deep tendencies of the new Pope." EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


The new John Knox House was opened in Geneva, 21 June. This student 
centre was created in 1954 with the help of a donation from the United 54 
Presbyterian Church in the USA. Its warden, the Rev. John Paul Frelick, is 
an American pastor, and it serves as a meeting place for ecumenical gather- 
ings and international congresses. 


* * * 


For the second time the government of Norway has appointed a woman 
pastor and given its approval for her ordination. Her name is Agnes Vold, 
aged 51. Up to the present the Bishop of Oslo, Johannes Smemo, has refused 
to carry out the ordination. 


* * * 


The Egyptian authorities have decreed that the Anglican Cathedral in 
Cairo must be pulled down to make way for a bridge over the Nile. The decree 
was issued just after the 25th anniversary of the church had been celebrated. 
The Egyptians have promised to vay a suitable sum in compensation and to 
provide a good site on which the cathedral can be rebuilt. 


% * * 


The Rev. Leonard Auala has been consecrated as the first Bishop of the 
Ovambo-Kavango Evangelical-Lutheran Church in the ruins of the first Finnish 
mission station at Omandongo, South West Africa. | 


* gah ey 


Further evidence of an easing of Spanish government restrictions on 
the nation's small Protestant minority is seen there in the reopening of two 
Baptist churches. This brings to 13 the number of Protestant churches 
reopened in Spain this year. 


* * * 


The Cumberland Presbyterian Church took first steps at its annual 
General Assembly at Austin, Texas, to unite with its Negro counterpart. 
Tt established a seven-member Committee for Unification to begin talks with: 
a similar representative body from the Second Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church (Negro) looking toward eventual union of the two groups. The Negro 
church now has about 40,000 members, mainly in the south-east and south-west, 
while the Cumberland church's constituents total some 84,000, 


* 1% 


Roman Catholics in the Archdiocese of Atlanta were urged.in a pastoral 
letter issued by Archbishop Paul J. Hallinan to exert specific efforts for 
greater Christian unity, including the offering of a special prayer for the 
success of the World Council of Churches! international Faith and Order 
Conference at Montreal, July. 12-26. ..The pastoral letter stated that the 
prayer was to be, said "in all of our churches, from the pulpit", on June 40, 
the day of Pope Paul's coronation. 


%* * * 


AG oes 3 Sy wl 1965 13 


The Bishop of Winchester (the Rt. Rev. Falkner Allison), chairman of 
the Church of England Council on Foreign Relations, is to visit Moscow, 
July 15-22, as the guest of the Russian Orthodox Church. He is one of many 
church leaders who have accepted invitations to be present at the celebra- 
tions honouring the 50th anniversary of the consecration as bishop of His 
Holiness Alexis, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia. Dr. Allison will 
represent the Archbishop of Canterbury. The World Council of Churches will 
‘be represented by Dr. Leslie Cooke, associate general secretary and director 
of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, and the 
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople by Bishop Emilianos. 


* * x 


Membership in Baptist church bodies of 115 countries now totals 
25,198,025 - a gain of 888,487 over a year ago, it was reported in Washington, 
D.C., by the Baptist World, official publication of the Baptist World Alliance. 
Most of the increases were registered in the USA. The Southern Baptist 
Convention gained 215,000 members for a total of 10,195,052, making it the 
largest Protestant denomination in the country, while the National Baptist 
Convention, USA, Inc., increased by 500,000 to 5,500,000, largest Negro 
church body in the nation, 


% o% * 


Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Honolulu Harry S. Kennedy is to ordain 
two of his sons in services on July 7 at St. Andrew's Cathedral, mother 
Bpiscopal church in Hawaii. They are David Kittle and Paul Sherbourne 
Kennedy. Their brother, the Rev. Bruce Hargreaves Kennedy, will preach the 
ordination service. He is rector of the Church of the Holy Family in 
Monterrey, Mexico. Before entering the ministry, David and Paul were jet 
pilots in the US Air Force. After ordination, Paul will serve as a mission- 
ary in Central America and David will be vicar of St. Barnabas Church at 
Ewa Beach, Oahu, Hawaii. EPS, Geneva 
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DR. BLAKE, OTHER CLERGY ARRESTED 
IN ATTEMPT TO INTEGRATE AMUSEMENT PARK 


(Baltimore, Md.) - Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief executive of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, was among several prominent Protestant, 
Catholic, and Jewish clergymen arrested and jailed on charges of trespassing 


when they tried to integrate an all-white amusement park here. 


A total of 283 demonstrators, including 26 clergymen, were arrested in 
the attempt to integrate the park or, failing that, "to fill the jails". 


The majority, including Dr. Blake, were later freed on bond. Seven 
clergymen, however, chose to spend the night in jail. At the week's end: 


all had been released. 


Dr. Blake, a former president of the National Council of Churches, is 
a vice-chairman of the emergency Commission on Religion and Race established 
last month by the NCC's General Board. ret Be 


_. In setting up the commission board members pledged themselves to. 
become personally involved in the fight for racial equality. (See EPS No. 
23, Special Report) | ; : | 


Other clergymen arrested included Dr. Jon L. Regier, acting head of the 
new commission; Bishop Daniel Corrigan, director of the Home Department 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church; the Rev. Roderick French, director of 
the Youth Department -of the World Council of Churches; the Rev. Dr. William 
‘Sloane Coffin, Jr., chaplain of Yale University; and Msgr. Austin J. Healy, 
who was one of -seven Roman Catholic priests who took part in the demonstra- 
tion as official representatives of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Baltimore. a age eh hale : 
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Rabbi Morris Lieberman of the Baltimore Hebrew Congregation was also 
arrested, as was the Rev. Michael Allen, rector of St. Mark's-in-~the-Bouwerie 
Protestant Episcopal Church in New York City. 


It was the first time that so large a group of important clergymen of 
all three major faiths had participated together in a direct concerted 
protest against discrimination. 


The Congress of Racial Equality coordinated the protest. At least 
forty church, labour, political, and peace groups took part. - 


It was reported in New York that the trespassing law, under which the 
demonstrators were arrested, will be tested in court. Dr. Regier said it was 
planned to enter pleas of not guilty and request that the cases be tried by 
jury ° F ew 


The amusement park is a privately-owned facility which has been the 
target of anti-segregation demonstrations since LO55. Le strict segrega- 
tion policy is maintained under the Maryland law which permits owners to 
turn away from their establishments any persons they wish. | eRe 

The clergymen and other demonstrators.held.a strategy session before 
the march on the park at.a. metropolitan Methodist church in downtown 
Baltimore, a Negro congregation. 


Dr. Blake described his participation as a way of symbolizing "the 
intention of “both the Presbyterian Church and “the National Council of ~~ 
Churches to identify themselves with the Negro Christian leadership, which 
has been carrying the burden of active demonstrations.:~_ . 


"For years we have been making eloquent statements. We came symbolizing, 
we hope, that which will be mass white Christian support for the Negro 
community.'! Hone 


Three days later another 100 white and Negro demonstrators, of: whom a 
thirteen were clergymen, were arrested in the second attempt to desegre- 
gate the amusement park. . Most of the demonstrators were from Roman Catholic 
parishes in Baltimore. © ; : | ; 


The Rev.. Joseph M. Connolly, curate of St. Gregory the Great, Roman 
Catholic Church,: in Baltimore, and a,member of the city's Catholic Inter- 
racial Council, said that "as far as 1 know, this is the first. time in the 
United States that ordinary members of Catholic parishes have participated 
in a freedom walk", . ragtack sada ay RA EE 8 


Other developments last week included these: 


Delegates to the Church of the Brethren annual conference adopted by 
a strong majority a statement authorizing the church's general board to take 
Nwhatever steps and risks it deems necessary and wise" to involve the church 
more deliberately in the movement for immediate racial justice. The state- 
ment also endorsed the goal of "nothing ‘less than an integrated church in 
an integrated community". ned iceatiy Pabiee : 
. Protestan: Episcopal.Bishop Randolph R. Claiborne, Jr., of Atlanta, 
withdrew any "implied or official" support of his church from Lovett School, 
a day-school for children, because of its segregation policy. Barlier this 
year the school rejected an application from Dr. Martin Luther King, dre, 
integration leader, to enroll his five-year-old son. The school has no _ 
official ties with the church but about two-thirds of its trustees are 
Bpiscopalians. 
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Twenty Minnesota religious leaders issued an open letter to clergy in 
the state calling for action in the "present racial crisis", They urged 
recognition of the moral issue involved, support of civil rights legislation, 
and stressed the inescapable religious responsibility of individuals to 
become practically involved in the civil rights fight. 


Seven Roman Catholic nuns and a priest joined a student picket line in 
Chicago to protest alleged racial discrimination in the Illinois Club for 
Catholic Women. 


Bighty Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish clergymen in Seattle, Wash., 
issued a statement calling: on their flocks to "become directly involved" in 
ending racial discrimination. : 


The Administrative Committee of the Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) authorized a programme to mobilize . members of the church's 
organizatiorm for an immediate programme to combat discrimination. 


The Executive Council of the Lutheran Church in America adopted a 
resolution urging members to "initiate and support" race reconciliation 
efforts and back legislation for equal opportunities in housing, education, 
employment, voting, and access to public facilities. 


The Presbytery of New York announced the formation of a corps of 1,200 
"minutemen" to join other civil rights groups in peaceful demonstrations. 
Me, | Eee EPS, Geneva 


CDU LEADER DENOUNCES 

EAST GERMAN CHURCHES! STATEMENT 

(Berlin) - A leading Bast Berlin political figure has charged that the 
recently issued ten-article statement of the Conference of Evangelical 
Churches in East Germany was prepared in West German church circles and is 
being used as an instrument in, the 'Cold War'. (See EPS No. 21) 


Gerald Goetting, general secretary of the East German Christian Demo- 
cratic Union (cDU) declared that the statement had met with the "definite 
disapproval of the Christian population" of East Germany and would "land in 
the waste basket". 


Rejecting the statement intoto, Mr. Goetting declared that the Church 
and State should cooperate together on the basis of "a treaty of reason and 
good will along the lines of (East Berlin Communist Party chief) Ulbricht's 
seven-point programme". : 


The conference statement had stressed that the Church cannot remain 
Silent if the State misuses its power, and called upon Christians to give 
their first allegiance to God. 


The Conference which issued it is an organization representing the 
leading officials of all the Evangelical regional churches (landeskirchen) 
in Hast Germany. ; . . 


The statement has been widely publicized throughout East Berlin and 
East Germany and has reportedly also won wide approval among West German 
church authorities. - : 2 aE 


The Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID), which has membership in both 
East and West Germany, expressed its "gratitude and approval" saying that 
the articles "expose essential doctrines of the Holy Scriptures and of the 
confessions of the Reformation. . .and are the guiding-lines for the church's 
public service and for the obedience of Christians in society". EPS, Geneva 
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ZURICH VOTERS APPROVE LEGAL 
RECOGNITION OF ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Zurich) - Legal recognition of the Roman Catholic Church by the Canton of 
Zurich has been approved by a large majority of voters here. 


It is the first time in ‘Zurich history since the neronmreren that the 
Roman Catholic Church has been granted such recognition, The vote was 
approved by 83,347 for and 39,324 against. | 


Previously the only church formally recognized by the Canton was the 
Reformed Church of Switzerland. 


The bill was one of four governing church-state relations approved in 
a cantonal-wide referendum held over the weekend. 


_In another the voters, all of whom were men, approved giving women in. 
the Canton the right to vote on matters concerning the vhurch. It is the. 
first time the vote for women has been approved on any issue in the Canton. 
The vote was 84,458 for and 38,436 against. 


A third bill dealt with the reorganization of the Roman Gnasher ten iene 
required by its new recognition. Under this bill the Canton will be... 
divided into 74 Roman Catholic parishes following as closely as possible the 
present political boundaries. 


A fourth bill dealt with relations between ne Reformed CHroe and the 
State and is designed to give more autonomy to the Reformed Church. Among 
other things this legislation provides that all seven members of the 
Synodical Council be elected by the See HELEN Until now two of the 
seven have been named by the Canton. ya 


One of the most important results of legal recognition of the Roman 
Catholic Church is that it will now be listed on the official cantonal tax 
forms along with the Reformed Church. All such tax levys are voluntary. 
Taxes thus collected are turned over to the Church by the Canton. 


Voters represented about 37 per cent of the enrolled electorate. The 1960 
census reported 618,750 members of the Reformed Church in the Canton and 
308,200 Roman Cath ones The number of Roman Catholics is about 32.4 per - 
cent of the total cantonal population as compared with 4.2 per cent a 
century ago. The increase is due mainly to the large number of immigrants. 


The text of the proposals had been approved by the Cantonal Council 
earlier this year by a vote of 143 to nine. EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN COMMISSION ENDS 
STREAMLINING TASK FOR COUNCIL 


(Vatican City) - The special commission charged with streamlining the work 
of the next session of the Second Vatican Council has completed its major 
work, the Council's press office has announced here. The Council is 

penen ied to reconvene September 29. 


The press office said the commission has approved the last of tes 
schemata to come before the Council. The commission was appointed by the 
late Pope John XXIII last December to revise and combine some of the 
subjects on the agenda. EPS, Geneva 
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GHANA CHURCH UNION 
SCHEME DRAWN UP 


(Accra) - A draft scheme, or "basis of union", for a united Church of Ghana ~ 
embracing Anglicans, Methodists, and Presbyterians has been issued here. 


The bodies concerned in drawing up the scheme - which is based on the > 
historic episcopate - are the Anglican diocese of Accra of the Church of 
the Province of West Africa; the Evangelical Presbyterian Church; the 
Methodist Church, Ghana; and the ih | senate Church of Ghana. They have 
been negotiating since 1957. . 


The preface to the basis of union states that "there is no question of 
achieving union by one church simply absorbing the others, with its tradition 
imposed on all the rest". 


The document later declares: "The negotiating churches commit them- 
selves to the guidance of the Holy Spirit in working out, in the constitu- 
tion and in the life of the united church, a right relation between the 
personal responsibility of the bishop in the Anglican tradition and the 
various forms of corporate oversight in the Presbyterian and Methodist 
traditions," 


The agreement of the negotiating churches to accept the "historic 
episcopate" as a means of expressing "the continuity of the Church down the 
ages and also its unity all over the earth" is not to be taken as "committ- 
ing the united church to any one particular interpretation of episcopacy". 


According to the 1962 edition of the World Christian Handbook, Anglicans 
in Ghana number about 50,000; the Evangelical Presbyterians 75,000; the 
Methodists 160,000; and the Presbyterians 182,000. The total Christian 
community in Chane (excluding the Roman batnoliee) is given as 805,000 out 
of a total population of about five million. EPS, Geneva 


NEW MARIAN DOGMA SEEN UNLIKELY 
BY LUTHERAN AUTHORITY ON ROMAN CATHOLICISM 


(Stavanger, Norway) - Professor K.E. Skydsgaard of Copenhagen, one of the 
‘Lutheran Church's leading authorities on Roman Catholicism, said in a lecture 
here he thought it was unlikely that the Second Vatican Council will pro- 
mulgate a new Marian dogma. 


| If such a dogma were promulgated, he said, he believed it would probably 
be in terms of Mary as the Mother of all the PrP et rather than of Mary as 
co-redeemer. 


Noting that discussion of a new dogma of Mary has thus far played no 
part in the first session of the Council, he said it might be possible that 
the second session would discuss a dogmatic analysis of Mary and her status. 


ey await such an analysis with a certain excitement and apprehension", 
he said. "I don't know what it will involve, but I believe. . .that many 
Roman Catholics also are intensely concerned about what it may. contain." 


He added that the view of Mary is one of the most difficult points as 
regards relations between the Roman Catholic and Protestant churches. 


Professor Skysgaard was an observer for the Lutheran World Federation 
at the first session of the Second Vatican Council. EPS, Geneva 
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WYSZYNSKI DEFENDS 
BISHOPS OF POLAND 


(Warsaw) - Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, primate of Poland's 25,000,000 Roman 
Catholics has defended Poland's hierarchy against Communist attacks and 
urged critics to "concentrate on their own affairs". 


His comments, made in a sermon to a jammed congregation in St. John's 
Cathedral on his return from Rome, were in direct answer to an attack by 
Wladyslaw Gomulka, Poland's Communist Party chief, who had accused the 
hierarchy of hostility to Communism and of opposing the ideas of the late 
Pope John XXIII. 


Mr. Gomulka had specifically criticized the bishops for having "swerved 
from the spirit of the encyclical (Peace on Barth)". 


Cardinal Wyszynski commented in reply: 


"Our Polish bishops have to deal with the Lord's business - that is 
the task assigned to them. Other people have to concentrate.on their own 
jobs and preoccupations. | ) ? 


"Peace is not somewhere in the clouds or on the moon", the Cardinal 


added. ''Peace is in human minds. | Peace is in the minds of people who have 
guaranteed rights to liberty, justice, freedom of conscience and the right 
to hold their own convictions." EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL. PATRIARCH 
WELCOMED IN ATHENS 


(Athens) -~ The Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, "first among equals” ‘ap oie 
Orthodoxy's spiritual leaders, was received with honours reserved for 
chiefs of state when he arrived here from Mount Athos where he had attended 
ecory of the monastic community's 1,000th anniversary. (See EPS 

Now 25 . 


His visit. is the first in many years by an Ecumenical Patriarch to the 
Greek capital city. 


He was welcomed by a delegation including King Paul, the Prime Minister, 
members of the Cabinet, the Archbishop of Athens and All Greece, members of 
the Holy Synod, and other church and government officials. There also was 
a special guard of honour and a 2l-gun salute. 


In a statement to the press on his arrival the Patriarch said he brought 
the blessing of the church and special greetings from Greeks in Turkey, who, 
he said, are destined to become a link between the two countries in their 
efforts to achieve peace and prosperity. | 


Later he was guest of honour at a royal luncheon at which the principal 
speaker was King Paul. He also officiated at services in the Cathedral. 


He-also was guest of honour at a luncheon given by the Government at 
which the Prime Minister, Mr. P. Pipinelis, asked the Patriarch upon return- 
ing to his See to convey to the Turkish government and people his wishes 
for their progress and happiness. ue”) Gs EPS, Geneva 
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SWEDISH LUTHERAN CHURCH NAMES 
LIBRARY AFTER DAG HAMMARSKJOLD 


(Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia) - A 100,000 memorial library named after ine 
late. UN Secretary General, Dag femmeraictotd, erected by the Lutheran Church 
of Sweden, was dedicated near here. — 


The library is located at the Mindolo Ecumenical Centre, an hour's 
drive from the site where Mr. Hammarskjold was killed in a 1961 plane crash, 


Acting on behalf of the Swedish Church, Bishop Bengt Sundkler. ‘of . 
Bukoba, head of the Evangelical (Lutheran) ane of North-Western Tanganyika, 
officiated at the opening and formally presented the library to the centre. 


It is hoped that eventually the library will contain more than 30,000 
volumes on various academic subjects and about 180 periodicals. Its books 
will be mainly on theology, Dasbaieeal and sociology. BPS, Geneva 


FRENCH RECOGNIZE 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


(Paris) - The French Cabinet has approved a bill giving conscientious 
objectors legal status for the first time in the country's history. The 
draft must now go to the National Assembly for ratification. 


The bill provides that CO!s will continue to be drafted at the age of 
20, as are all able-bodied men. However, instead of being imprisoned they 
will be placed in service where they do not bear arms, or sent to a eke: 
organization to work for the national interest. 


The length of their service will be 27 months, or one and a half times 
the period of military service. 


A six-man commission will study the claim of each objector who must so 
SW shecelialh i himself when called to service. 


“There are at present 150 conscientious objectors in France undergoing 
sentence. Of these 90 are ina special camp at Mauzac where, in collabora- 
tion with the pacifist organization called International Civil Service, they 
have been paroled and put to work building a stadium and swimming pool for 
the High Commissariat of Sport. , EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH CHRISTIANS MEBT 
FOR ECUMENICAL PRAYER SERVICE 


(Madrid) - Spanish Christians of different confessions met at Whitsun for 
an ecumenical prayer meeting in the Church of the Dormition of Notre Dame 
here under auspices of the Office of Ecumenical Information sie the Centre 
of Oriental Studies. 


Father Francisco Herrero, canon of Madrid Cathedral, addressing the 
group;declared: ."0On this day of Pentecost, as the apostles spoke and under- 
stood all tongues, we too, who are all Christians whoever we are, whatever 
we think, with charity, love, and understanding, must be united and 
unanimous in prayer." : 


Observers here think the meeting may be followed by other soant: prayer 
meetings of Roman Catholics, Protestants, and Orthodox. EPS, Geneva 
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THREE SEMINARIES MISSING FROM 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX REVIEW LIST 
(Moscow) - The omission of three seminaries from a list published by Review, 
official journal of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
has led some observers to believe they may have been closed. : 

$e Missing are the seminaries at Kiev, Stavropol, and Saratov. 
Still listed are the theological academies at Moscow and Leningrad and 
the seminaries at Odessa, Minsk, Luzk, Moscow, and Leningrad. _ EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH F,0.R. MEMBERS 
‘DENOUNCE NUCLEAR POLICY 


(Ntmes) - French members of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation 
heve denounced the French nuclear policy as greatly increasing the risk of 
war and the possibility of "one day annihilating defenceless civilian 
populations", 


Expressing “anguish and shame", they called upon all French Christians 
to oppose the government's nuclear policy "by brave signs of obedience to 
the Gospel following the line clearly set forth by the churches". 

ohn ory ‘dial , EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH BAPTISTS IN FINLAND PROTEST. «2... 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY INFRINGEMENTS 


(Ostérbotten, Finland) - Some 1,000 Swedish-speaking Baptists in Finland, 
meeting here for their annual conference and youth rally, resolved to work 
for more complete religious liberty..in Finland. 


The resolution referred specifically to the taxing of. non-Lutherans for 
support of the national church of Finland and to the restriction against 
the teaching of religion by Baptists and other Free Church teachers in | 
PUb1LG, Schools... his Sy al es Ri ia pin) i apie 

The Swedish Baptist Union in Finland has°27 churches with a total » 
membership of 2,056. i oh uae '- EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH LEADER REPORTS KHRUSHCHEV ik 
RECEPTIVE TO PLEAS FOR EASING OF "WALL" RESTRICTIONS 


(Berlin) - Soviet Premier Khrushchev was reportedly "very receptive" :to..' 
arguments that travel restrictions between Hast and West Germany be eased 
in hardship cases, a West German church leaderreported after a two-hour 
interview with the Soviet leader here, ir he 


Superintendent=general Hans Martin Helbich of the Evangelical Church 
of Berlin-Brandenburg said that Premier. Khrushchev said he is prepared to 
pass all requests laid before him to "the competent authorities". 


However, he reported, the Soviet leader said the easing of restrictions 
by Bastern authorities would depend upon actions of the West and that he 
was "waiting for the negotiating methods of the Western partners to become 
more flexible". | ee ber tng gad ah 
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Mr. Helbich said that during the interview he spoke to the Soviet 
leader about the difficulties caused by the Berlin Wall for the Church and 
individuals and asked especially that regulations be eased to facilitate 
meetings of divided families, particularly incases of serious illness or 
death. He also mentioned the problem of the care of the sick who required 
medicines from the West, and of engaged or married couples separated by the 
Wall. OED 


Speaking specifically of the Church, he said he told Mr. Khrushchev that 
the German Evangelical Church is "an indivisible community" and that its 
leaders from East and West must be given the opportunity to meet together. 


Following publication of Mr. Helbich'!s report of the meeting, Dr. Ktirt 
Scharf, chairman of the Evangelical Church Council, issued a statement ~ 
expressing the hope that the discussion, "which under the circumstances 
appears to have gone well. will have some actual, positive results". 

EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT, ROMAN CATHOLIC TEACH 
CLASSES JOINTLY IN CAMEROUN 


(Nkongsamba, Cameroun) - A Dutch Reformed missionary-pastor and a Camerounese 
Roman Catholic priest are sharing in the religious instruction classes at. 
the Lycée Manengoba here, with the full consent of their church authorities. 


Standing side by side at the front of the classroom, Abbé Fabien Kangué 
and the Rev. J. Schipper have for the past three months combined their 
religious instruction courses in joint classes for Roman Catholic and 
Protestant students. 


"During the lessons", they report, "we have discovered what can be 
done together when we learn to know each other. For the students this was 
a novelty as before (with separate classes) we had many difficulties and 
there was often hostility between the two groups." 


However, they added, ‘it has become very difficult to answer the ques- 
tions posed. by many students who ask us why they cannot as Africans go on 
this way and become one, instead of waiting until our divisions, created | 
in Kurope jong ago, and which are really not important for us, can be ‘ 
solved", EPS, Geneva 


JUILBRIEF 


The Evangelical Churches in West Germany raised nearly DM 17 million 
during the year 1962/63 for the "Bread for the World" movement. This 
raises the sum collected by West German and West Berlin parishes for over- 
seas emergency aid programmes since 1959 to a total of DM 64 million. This 
year's amount is over a million DMs higher than last year's. 


* * 
A bilingual Bible has been issued by the British Overseas Bible Society 
for use in Angola because colonial authorities have prohibited the publica- 


tion of the Holy Scriptures without a Portuguese translation. The new Bible 
has parallel texts in Mbundu, the national language, and in Portuguese, 


% * * 
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A conference on "Freedom From Hunger - and After" will be held at 
Oxford University, England, July 30.~ August 5. It is being organized 
jointly by the Freedom From Hunger Campaign in Britain and the Oxford 
Committee for Famine Relief. Speakers will include William Clark (on the 
"Development Decade"), Sir John Lockwood (on voluntary service), and Barbara 
Ward Jackson (on farmers and planners). 


* i* ~ * 


A metiorandum outlining the position of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs on various agenda items of the 36th session of the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council in session in Geneva has been 
submitted to the delegations of the 18 governments attending. The Commis- 
sion is an agency of the World Council of Churches. The memo deals with 26 
separate topics, including world economic trends, world social trends, trade 
and development, economic and social consequences of disarmament, inter- 
national commodity problems, science and technology, world literacy campaign, 
human rights, slavery, and refugees. 


% * * 


The Theological Education Fund Committee will meet August 13-16 at 
Macdonald College, near Montreal, Canada. The meeting of the Advisory Group 
on the future of the Theological Education Fund will immediately follow it, 
August 16-19, also at Macdonald College. . 


* * orp 


Seventy-five Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish leaders from a six- 
state area in the Midwest United States have met in Chicago for the first — 
interreligious Midwest Migrant Workers Conference. Discussion dealt with 
projects they: can carry out jointly for the 5,000 migrant farm workers who 
will be “following the. crops" this year in the Midwest. 

% * 


Mrs. Madalyn J. Murray, whose suit resulted in the Supreme Court's 
decision banning required Bible readings and prayer recitations, plans to 
establish a colony of atheists in Kansas. The Baltimore housewife said the 


colony, to be called "Other Americans, ine.", would establish a university, 
an information centre, a radio station, a printing press, and a home for 
the aged on a 160-acre tract near Stockton, Kan. 


x + * 


Roman Catholic Bishop John J. Wright of Pittsburg, Pa., has asked 
prayers for the "full success" of the Fourth World Conference on Faith and 
Order of the World Council of Churches, which opens in Montreal, Canada, 
today. Noting that the "theme of the discussions is Christian unity", 
Bishop Wright said that while it "will, of course, be discussed chiefly 
from the premises and points of view of Protestantism and Orthodoxy. . Wwe 
may be-no less certain that the discussions will be in a spirit of ecumeni- 
‘cal charity and motivated by the sincere desire to discover and implement 
God's will for His people", 7 ee | | 


 * * ¥ 
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The Anglican Bishop of Fort Hall, the Rt. Rev. Obadiah Kariuki, has 
dedicated a Volkswagen Combi, the gift of the United Society for Christian 
Literature to the Church Army in Nairobi. The vehicle, which cost £850, ° 
has been fitted out by the Christian Industrial Training Centre, Nairobi, 
as a mobile bookshop and film unit. It will be run by a crew of two 
Africans and will concentrate on work in up-country farm areas. 


* * * 


Ninety official delegates attended the Assembly of the Polish Ecumeni- 
cal Council held at the end of last month in Warsaw. Reports given 
included one by the Rev. Jan Niewleczerza, Council president, who reviewed 
its activities for the past three years, and by Bishop Andrzej Wantula, 
secretary, who discussed the work of the Council's Inter-Church Aid 
Commission which he directs. 


* * * 


Four Anglican priests and a Free Church minister have taken jobs as 
unskilled labourers in factories in Bristol, England, as part of a new 
experiment to bridge the gap between the churches and "the world of work". 
The programme has been dubbed "Clerics Anonymous" because the names of the 
group will not be disclosed. The missioners will apply for union cards and 
be paid the regular wages for the job. They will work in an engineering 
works, a bakery, and a packaging factory. 


CaS ray y lca 


‘The Hungarian government has announced it will approve assignments of” 
new Roman Catholic bishops to the country's six vacant sees by Pope Paul VI. 
The six sees have been vacant for nearly a decade. Deputy Premier Gyula 
Kallai said the government has "no intention to obstruct such a measure (oy 
the Pope) and we are sure they will be useful". His statement was seen as 
evidence of the régime’s readiness to expedite efforts toward a rapproche- 
ment with the church. For some time the government opposed the appointment 
Oto DELL bishops 


* Tate Whicas 


The Church of Denmark has invited the Russian Orthodox Church to send 
four representatives on a 14-day visit this autumn to help strengthen rela~ 
tions between the two churches. 


* Kee 


Representatives of the Church of Norway (Lutheran) and of Norwegian 
Baptist, Methodist, and Mission Covenant Churches agreed on the need for an 
official ecumenical council for Norway at a recent meeting. They asked the 
Norwegian Institute of Ecumenical Relations to study the possibilities. 


RL ey Siw ees ita 


A general decline in membership in the Free Churches in Sweden is 
reported in a survey made by Dr. Berndt Gustafsson, director of the 
Institute of the Sociology of Religion, Stockholm. The survey shows that 
since 1950 the Swedish Mission Covenant Church has lost one-twelfth of its 
members, the Swedish Baptist Church one-sixth, and the Methodist Church 
one-sixth. However, during this period the Pentecostal movement increased 
its membership by 10 per cent, 
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Word has been received in Geneva of the death in Athens late in June of 
Bishop Irenios, the Metropolitan of Samos and Iraria, a leading theologian 
of the Greek Orthodox hierarchy who had taken an active part in discussions 
on the ecumenical movement. His age was not given. He had been consecrated 
bishop in 1913. | | : 


The Rev. André Biéler of Geneva has received the Daniel Colladon prize 
for his book, published in 1961, on "The Economic and Social Thought of 
Calvin". This prize is: awarded every four years to the Genevese author 
who, in the’ opinion of the judges, has written the best work on Protestantism 
in the: prececing ‘four years.) © : EPS, Geneva 


In a new programme concerning problems of youth evangelism, the 
Methodist Church, USA, has issued a report on Youth Evangelism: New 
Reflections. Included in the report are a study booklet, Reflection on Youth 
Evangelism,.a leader's guide and the World Council's peti on A Theological. 
Reflection on the Work of Evangelism, This new report is the result of a. 
long-tern | study programme “directed at a fresh confrontation between the new 
understanding of evangelism and the new youth in the modern world. Some of 
the issues raised include the causes for the failure of evangelism in the | 
Methodist Youth Fellowship, the. social dynamics of American churches in a 
pluralistic society, and the relevance of the counselling process for youth 
work and evangelism. 
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CHURCHES GIVE 60 MUSLIM ORPHANS 
VACATION IN SWITZERLAND 


(Vevey, Switzerland) - Sixty orphans from Algeria, aged between 6 and 14, 
are enjoying a four weeks! vacation near here through a joint effort of the 
churches. 


The cost of their airplane flight from Algiers - $4,000 - has been paid for 
by the Christian Committee for Service in Algeria (CCSA), an independent 
body on which the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, 
Church World Service, CIMADE, and several other church agencies are 
represented. 


Swiss churches have provided the accommodation and are paying.the cost of 
the children!s food while they are on holiday. 


The commune of Corseaux, a village on the hillside above Vevey, owns a 
building which was formerly a hotel. This has been lent to the Protestant 
congregation so that they could transform it into a holiday home for the 
orphans. 


Members of the youth group in the congregation at Corseaux and older volun- 
teers scrubbed and swept the building. The furniture, including beds, 
blankets, sheets, tables, chairs, plates, and cutlery, was found by HEKS , 
the inter-church aid agency of the Swiss Protestant churches, which 
appealed to hotels, institutions, and benefactors. 


The children - 40 boys and 20 girls - were accompanied by members of the 
staff of the orphanage who will look after them and cook their meals during 
their vacation. | EPS, Geneva 


(Photographs to illustrate the above story are available from the Werld 
Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland and from 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, 27, N.Y., USA.) 
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ENGLISH RELIGIOUS LEADERS HIT 
SOUTH AFRICAN APARTHEID LAWS 


(London) - Ten prominent British, Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Protestant 
religious leaders have warned of "violent disaster" in South Africa unless 
that country's government eases its apartheid and other repressive policies. 


: The churchmen also called on all Christians in Great Britain to aid the 
"oppressed non-whites in South Africa" with money and prayers and designated 
Sunday, July 21, as a special Day of Prayer for the African nation. 


Referring mainly to the General Law Amendment Act, which provides, 
among other things, for imprisonment without trial, the churchmen declared: 
"The government of the Union has thus gone even further than in previous 
legislation towards removing one of the main foundations on which civiliza- 
tion is built, namely the liberty of the individual. 


"Unless there is a reversal of this trend, based as it is upon the fear 
which the minority feel for the majority of the country's inhabitants,: we 
can see nothing in the end but violent disaster. We beg the present rulers 
to take heed before it is too late and we express the most urgent hope that 
patience will yet prevail among the non-European population." 


UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
ENDORSES UNITY MOVE 


(Denver, Colorado) - The United Church of Christ took steps toward further 
Protestant union at its Fourth General Synod here. | ros 


The synod authorized its delegation to the Consultation on Church 
Union to join in drawing up a plan to unite six denominations in a new 
church that would have over 20 million members. . 

It was emphasized that this did not commit the church to the plan or 
any other plan which might be drawn up. The United Church isthe first to 
give its delegation this authorization. ae . 


ee The Consultation also includes representatives of the Methodist, 

Protestant, Episcopal, United Presbyterian, and Evangelical United Brethren 
Churches and the International Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples 
of Christ). heh 3 | CBP RMN 


In another session the United Church delegates declared that acts of 
civil disobedience may be justified when governments become "tyrannical or 
oppressive". Approving major positions of a statement submitted-by the 
denomination's Council for Christian Social Action, thé synod agreed that 
"even democratic governments may act in a tyrannical or unjust manner" and 
that "human sinfulness can distort:and corrupt any social institution". 

ee a igs aT, Tae 7 ; bas EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN FREE CHURCH COMMITTEE 
REVIEWS WCC UNITY FORMULA 


(Zurich) - A committee of the Evangelical Free Church Union in Germany has 
issued a statement generally commending the unity formula adopted by the 
World Council of Churches! Third Assembly but questioning one interpretation 
of it, according to the European Baptist Press Service published here. 


The committee commended the opening words of the formula which declares 
that the unity of the Church, being the will of God and God!s gift to the 
Church, must be local and visible. 


"We are glad that the unity formula is not satisfied with merely a 
unity of ecclesiastics and one which is realized only at the second coming 


of Christ but speaks clearly of a real unity which makes united witness 
possible", it said. 


It also: commended the section describing the Church as composed of "all 
those in every place who are baptized and confess Him as Lord and Saviour", 
because "here the meaning can only be that the structure of unity for all | 
Christians must evolve from below, that is, through the faith, confession,. 
and baptism of the individual believer in the local church". 


However, the committee protested the statement in an official explana- 
tion of the unity formula that "each church and each of its members". belong 
to Christ.’ It declared that this is "corpus-Christianum thinking" which 
"obliterates the boundary between church and world" and ignores New 
Testament teaching. 


-An-introduction to the report noted: "We believe that the unity which 
God wants does not disregard repentance, conversion, and faith, as it does 
not disregard the seriousness of sin and the lostness of men. - 


"Striving for contact with other churches, or even with other religions, 
must not-lead to doctrines of Christ and the Church which for the sake of 
men's views try to bypass New Testament teachings", said the committee's 
statement. 


Members of the committee were the Rev. Siegfried Liebschner, Kassel; 

Dr. Edvard Schtitz, Ltibeck; and Dr. Gunter Wieske, Munster, Germany. The 

Evangelical Free Church Union is to take action on the report later. 
Pe EPS, Geneva 


COUNCIL PLEADS FOR CLOSER 
COOPERATION AMONG DUTCH CHURCHES 


(Schiedam, the Netherlands) ~ The Council of Churches of Schiedam has 
called for closer cooperation and fellowship among Dutch Protestant churches. 


Specifically, it has asked the National Council of Churches to open | 
negotiations looking towards formation of a "federation of churches". The 
closer contacts and stronger ties possible in a federation, as compared with 
the present council, it said in a letter to the Council, could serve as a 
springboard for organic union of the churches and would have "a high 
psychological value". 


The letter which expressed the Council's uneasiness that "little, at 
least not perceptible, progress" has been made towards unity in the past two 
years, noted that initially each of the churches in the federation would 
maintain its identity, since this would "meet the desire, still existing in 
the majority of churches, not to merge at once into a larger whole". 

EPS, Geneva 
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TWO ROMAN CATHOLIC PRELATES AT 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CELEBRATION 


(Moscow) - Two envoys of the Roman Catholic Church were among the numerous 
foreign church dignitaries gathered for celebrations marking the golden 
jubilee of the consecration as bishop of Patriarch Alexis of Moscow this 
past week. , 


It was the first time the Vatican has assigned representatives to attend 
a major ceremony of the Russian Orthodox Church since the Great Schism of 


1054. 


Two official delegate-observers of the Russian Church attended the 
first session of the Second Vatican Council last year in Rome. The Moscow 
Patriarch was the only Orthodox body to be represented. 


The two, whom a Vatican press announcement said were chosen by Augustin 
Cardinal Bea, president of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, 
were the Most Rev. Francois Charriere, Bishop of Lausanne, Geneva and 
Fribourg, Switzerland and the Very Rev. Christophe Dumont, a Dominican who 
directs the Istina Centre in Paris. The Centre specializes in study of 
Orthodoxy. is 


. Three persons represented the Ecumenical Patriarchate. They were: 
Metropolitan Kallinicos of Berea, Greece; — Bishop Chrysostom of Thermes, 
Vienna; and Bishop Emilianos of Meloe, the Ecumenical Patriarchate's 
representative to the World Council of Churches in Geneva. 


The World Council of Churches was represented by Dr. Leslie Cooke, an 
associate general secretary and director of its Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee, and World Service. zi 


Other guests included Patriarch Germanos of theSerbian Orthodox Church; 
Patriarch Theodosios VI of the Greek Orthodox Church of Antioch; and Dr. 
Martin Nieméller of the Evangelical Church in Germany. EPS, Geneva 


INDONESIAN CHURCHES 
PLAN CURRICULUM 


(Djakarta, Indonesia) - The first curriculum conference of the National 
Council of Churches in Indonesia has been held in Djakarta. Present were 
31 delegates representing 20 of the NCC's 32 related synods, and three 
theological schools. 


Delegates drew up a statement of purpose, and prepared outlines for 
curriculum for six age groups from kindergaten to university. 


They also set up a 17-member editorial committee, of whichall but one 
are Indonesian , and laid plans for a writers! workshop to be held at 
Baster, 1964. 


The Indonesian NCC is a member of the World Council of Christian Bduca- 
tion, which helped plan the conference. The WCCEH was represented by four 
of its staff members. re : EPS, Geneva 
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CCIA EXPRESSES HOPES FOR 
MOSCOW DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE 
(Geneva) - The "deep concern" of the Christian churches for an agreement on 


the cessation of nuclear weapons! testing has been expressed in a letter 
sent +o the heads of the delegations conferring in Moscow by the Commission 


of the Churches on International Affairs, a World Council of Churches agency. 


The letter, the text of which was released here this week, declared 
that "an agreement to cease testing will serve the best interests of all 
parties in our divided worlds - indeed, the best interests of all humanity 
today and in the future’. 


It quotedexcerptse from a statement adopted by a recent meeting of the 
CCIA Executive Committee, which declared: 


", . .in order to pave the way for more comprehensive agreements there 
should be constant readiness to modify previously held positions in the 
light of new scientific evidence or political circumstances, and to accept 
provisional and partial settlement where final solutions cannot be-achieved. 


The letter concluded: 


"Tf successful, the Moscow conference may well be a turning point in 
history. It could bring about cessation of testing and in so doing contri- 
bute to the easing of tensions and the promotion of better relations... To. 
the extent that agreements are not reached, consultations at Geneva or else- 
where must be continued with unflagging effort." 


It was signed by Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, CCIA chairman, and Dr- 0. 
Frederick Nolde, New York, director. EPS, Geneva 


BXTREMISTS IN INDIAN STATE 
ASK BAN ON PROSELYTIZING 


(Bhopal, India) - A measure to prevent conversions by Christian mission- 
eries has been introduced in the Madhya Pradesh State legislature. 


The bill, presented by a member of an extremist Hindu group, has a 
clause which would make Christian converts declare before a magistrate that 
their conversion had not been accomplished through "temptation or pressure". 


The bill accuses foreign missionaries of spreading anti-national 
propaganda and making converts by offering monetary inducements or by other 
illegal means. 


The Nehru government and the ruling Congress Party, which controls the 
Madhya Pradesh legislature, is known to oppose such measures. The CLL ls 
constitutional validity has been questioned since the Indian Constitution 
suarantees freedom of religion. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN SYNODS REQUEST 
NEGOTIATIONS ON UNION 


(Auckland) - The Auckland and Wellington Anglican Synods have called on the 
Anglican Church in New Zealand to proceed from "exploratory talks" to active 
negotiations on the basis of union with four other church bodies. 


They said that the triennial General Synod of 1964 should authorize 
such negotiations with the Methodist, Presbyterian, and Congregational 
Churches and the Associated Churches of Christ. EPS, Geneva 


ti 
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METHODIST-EUB COMMITTEE 
TO DRAFT PLAN FOR UNION 


(Chicage) ~ A Commitieé to Draft a Plan of Union has been organized here by 
representatives of The Methodist Church and the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church. The two churches have been holding union talks for eight years. 


Named committee chairman was Charles C, Parlin, New York, secretary OD: 
the Methodist Commission on Church Union which met with a similar commission 
of the EUB Church. He is a president of the World Council of Churches. 


The committee drafting the union plan is expected to make its first 
report at. the next meeting of the two denominational commissions in Chicago, 
September 16~19. 


According to the present timetable, if the scheme to be prepared is 
approved, the new church body would come into being in 1968. EPS, Geneva 


UK METHODISTS AUTHORIZE TALKS 
WITH OTHER CHURCHES IN SCOTLAND 


(Preston, England) . The Methodist Conference of Great Britain has authorized 
the Methodist Synod in Scotland to nold conversations with other churches in 
Scotland. 


In a concluding session here it authorized the synod to choose repre- 
sentatives who, together with Conference representatives, would "hold 
conversations with other churches in Scotland as considered advisable by the 
synod through its snter-church relations committee". 


Tn an earlier session the Conference agreed by a vote of 600 to one to 
send to its synods and quarterly meetings for "prayer and study'' a plan for 
uniting the church with the Church of England. (See EPS No. 24) 

Chie. EPS, Geneva 


REPENTANCE MEMORIAL TO MARK 

NAZI ATTACK ON SYNACOGULS 

(Detmold, Germany) ~- A memorial of repentance for Nazi crimes against the 
Jews will be built here by the Evangelical Reformed Church of Lippe in West 
Germany » 


It will be erected on the site of the former Detmold synagogue which 
the Nazis destroyed during the infamous, so-called '!Crystal Night! of 
November 9, 1938. ‘The memorial will bear the inscription: "Have we. not all 
one Father?" - a passage once imprinted upon the entrance to the temple. 


The dedication will be held November 7%, the 25th enniversary OL thas 
‘Crystal Night', and will initiate a regional Brotherhood Week sponsored by 
Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish leaders. EPS, Geneva 
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SUCCESS OF FIRST LONG-TERM WORK CAMP PROMPTS 
WCC PLANS FOR TWO MORE: VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT 


(Geneva) - The success of the first long-term ecumenical work camp has led 
the World Council of Churches to plan others. 


The first camp which involved 15 young men and women from nine countries 
for a period of nine months was held in Kenya. It is scheduled to conclude 
at the end of July. 


The Rev. \/illibert Gorzewski, work camps director, said the Kenya camp, 
which was organized as a pilot project, had fared so well that immediate 
plans are now underway for two more, 


For these the World Council is looking for youth between the ages of 
twenty and thirty who are willing to give ten months volunteer service. 
Preference will be given to applicants who have had previous work camp 
experience and who have training in building and construction work. Campers 
pay their own travel costs but are provided with room and board. 


The two new camps will be held in Thailand and in Leopoldville, Congo. 


The camp in Thailand will start on September 1 and run through June 30, 
1964. It will be located at Sutep, in the Chiengmai district where campers 
will construct a conference and youth centre for the Church of Christ in 
Thailand. 


The Congo camp will begin on October 15 and run through the middle of 
August, 1964. Campers will work first in the Kasai area where they will 
construct buildings for a leper colony and later in Katanga where they will 
work on the construction of bridges. Applicants for this camp must speak 
French, 


Participants in the Kenya camp came from the United States, Germany, 
Canada, Switzerland, Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Congo, and 
Kenya. Three of the group were young women. Work at the camp, which 
started last November, was concentrated on two projects. The first was in 
the Hola area where, using native materials, they built a school house for 
a small village. The second project involved fencing a 2,000 acre former 
Mau Mau emergency detention centre which, under church auspices, is being 
turned into a model farm to train young men of the Masai tribe in ways of 
improving cattle management. 


The impact of their experience is indicated in a quote from the final 
report from Jim'Haines, an industrial chemist from Australia, who was one 
of the camp's two leaders. "What I have most valued from this experience", 
he said,"is a sense of unity with people. I have lost the attitude of ‘us! 
and '!them!'; 'us! over here and 'them! over there. In losing myself in 
camp work, working alongside the people of Kenya, I can no longer be an 
isolated Australian unconcerned with others. I like to think that in a 
small way the reverse is true from some of (the Kenyans)." EPS, Geneva 


POSSIBLE CHANGE IN ROMAN CATHOLIC 
RELATIONS WITH "Y"s SUGGESTED BY RC JOURNAL 


(Toronto) - The possibility that the Roman Catholic Church may change its 

official evaluation of the YMCA and YWCA in the "near future" is suggested 
in an article appearing in the current issue of The Hcumenist, a leading 

Roman Catholic journal published here. 
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In an article signed only with initials, entitled "The Changing Y", the 
author reviews recent efforts on the part of the YMCA-and YWCA to broaden 


their ecumenical, horizons so that they are no longer predominantly Protestant- 
oriented. Rect abet 3 wi 3 


: Both movements have undergone a "quiet revolution", he states, "to the 
extent of wanting the leaders of al11 communions to help them develop a 
programme in which all Christiane 2an take part with no harm done to 
conscience," 


Parallel’ to thiswy” concern, "to avert any shadow of bias", the author 
adds, is the current Roman Catholic concern to improve its interconfessional 
relations. 


With these new developments, the writer asks: "Would it be overly 
sanguine to envisage Christians, including Catholics, nourished in the 
traditions and worship of their own churches, praying together for inspira- 
tion and guidance in their work, going out in Christian fellowship to a world 
that knows not Christ, to work for the spiritual, intellectual, social, and 
physical betterment of all men?" 


However, the author recognizes that despite these developments there 
will be problems. ‘He cites the adherence of some Catholics to the "old. 
hostile approach" to the "Y"s, and the fact that some national and local 
"Y's may not implement the wider ecumenical policies adopted at higher 
levels. 


In the long run, the author suggests, the relationship of Roman 
Catholics to the "¥"s would be dependent upon "the extent to which the 
ecumenical evolution has affected the local situation". 


He concludes: "Taking all these factors into consideration, it ‘could 
be said that the development of approved Catholic participation in the 
YMCA’ and YWCA were it to come, would be (for the communities where it could 
be realized) a great step in the direction of the cooperation of Christians 
in working for the welfare of their fellow men and a new accomplishment in 
Christian understanding." EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN METHODIST 
ASSAILS SEGREGATION POLICY 


(Grahamstown, South Africa) - A South African Methodist leader said here 
that the government's apartheid, or racial segregation, policy was morally 
indefensible and an affront to human dignity. ‘ein oh 


The Rev. S.G. Pitts, president-designate of the South African Methodist 
Conference, speaking at the opening of the Methodist Synod, said that native 
families were being broken up and people left without a place to live as a 
result of the apartheid policy. In the present atmosphere, which is 
"charged with fear", he said, it is more necessary than ever for Christians 
to hold on to their convictions. EPS, Geneva 
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AID TO CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
GIVES STATE NO CONTROL, COURT RULES 


(Hyderabad, India) - The Andhra Supreme Court has ruled here that Christian 
schools receiving government grants are not subject to state control. 


Decision in the case was made under an article of the Indian Constitu- 
tion which guarantees religious minorities the right to establish and 
administer educational institutions. Ae 

The case was brought by officials of a Methodist boys! academy in 
Hyderabad who objected to a state official's order that several teachers be 
reinstated following a reorganization of the school. 


The court agreed with school officials that the sovernment official 
had no authority to order the teachers! re-employment. It held that. there 
is no statute which gives a state official this power. BPS, Geneva 


DEAN GRUBER ASSURES DR. KING OF 
HIS SUPPORT IN INTEGRATION FIGHT 


(Berlin) - The ties which bind Christians who have fought against injustice can 
erradicate all distances of time and space. _ 


Nowhere last week was there better evidence of the strength of such 
bonds than in a letter sent by Dr. Heinrich Grtber, the 72-year-old German 
church leader who spent three years in a concentration camp for his efforts 
to gave the lives of Jews in Nazi Germany, to US Negro integrationist leader 
Dr. Martin Luther King. eer ete 


Identifying himself as one "united with you in the same faith and in 
the same hope", Dean Grtiber expressed his sympathy and support for Dr. 
King's "righteous struggle in the spirit of Jesus Christ" for racial equality 
in the United States. 


Drawing a parallel between Dr. King's experiences and his own, he 
recalled atime when he was beaten by a concentration camp guard. 


"Tf I was able to pray for this man in the evening with my’ lips still 
bleeding, I know that it was not my own pious effont, but, a gift From, the 
Redeemer, who prayed for us on the cross, saying 'Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do!, | and who taught us to pray in the freedom 
He gave us 'Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive them that trespass 
against us!,"! — 


The letter then continues: 


"We accept no injustice and we resist evil. We resist, but we know, 
too, that Christ died for all sinners. We speak and act not only to guard 
ourselves and those entrusted to us against pain and injustice, but also 
out of our responsibility for those who do injustice’ so that they may not 
heap even more guilt upon themselves. They should be brought to better 
things through our testimony in word and deed, through the testimony of 
resistance, but also through obedient suffering. God desires that all men 
receive help. But when we acknowledge that, we also see how He helps us in 
all situations and blesses us in all our sufferings. Phat, too, is the 
lesson of my life." . EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH JOURNALS SEE 
FLAWS IN CO LEGISLATION 


(Paris) - Two Christian journals here - one Protestant and one Roman Catholic 
~ have expressed misgivings over the new bill approved by the French Cabinet 
giving legal status to conscientious objectors. (See EPS No. 26) The bill 
is now being considered by the National Assembly. 


Both Réforme, the Protestant weekly, and Témoignage Chrétien expressed 
concern that the bill still treats the conscientious objectors as violators 
of the law. 


Réforme called "unjustifiable" the requirement that the CO serve 27. 
months, or one and a half times the period of military service, 


"Tf the objectors have legal status they are no longer erbimtotas 
against the law, and (as such) they should not be punished by an extra 
period of service", it said. 


Témoignage Chrétien also protested that "the principle of sanction 
remains. Even if he is tolerated the objector is considered a miscreant". 


Réforme also objected to the fact that the six-man. commission which will 
study the claim of each objector will include military officers. They will 
be "both judges and the affected parties", it said, and will have difficulty 
in rendering impartial judgements. 


Further Réforme protested present proposals ehh the CO's have only two 
possible kinds of service: one working as a non-combatant with the armed 
forces and the other in the civilian fire brigade. 


It suggested some should be sent overseas to work in underdeveloped 
countries as "their free service would defend France best in creating bonds 
of friendship". On the domestic front, it said, they could be used for such 
jobs as afforestation work, marsh clearance, and well digging. EPS, Geneva 


GREEK CHURCH TO CONSIDER 
NAMING COUNCIL OBSERVERS 


(Athens) - The hierarchy of the Greek Orthodox Church will determine whether 
to send delegate-observers to the second session of the Second Vatican 
Council when it holds its annual meeting here, October l. 


The decision to put the item on the agenda was made at a . recent Holy 
Synod meeting here, 


The Greek Orthodox Church did not serid observers to the first session 
of the Vatican Council. Only one major Orthodox body - the Russian Orthodox 
“Church ~ was represented. 


The Counerlts second session is scheduled to begin on September PhS 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Moody Literature , Misedon: Chicago, Ti. (USA), has shipped four tons 
of paper and 2,000 English-language books to Indonesia. Money received from 
the sale of fie books will be used for the production of more Christian 
literature so the original gift will be multiplied many times. 


ST Ae a ate 
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Dr. Stewart W. Herman, New York, director of the Lutheran World 
Federation's Committee on Latin Aneeies for more than a decade, has resigned 
to become the first president of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. 
The 53-year-old clergyman will leave the Federation on. abn eke 31 after a 
total staff service of over 15 years. 


* * * 


7 Churches of ten countries in communion with the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod have been invited to send representatives to a conference 
that will take place in Cambridge, England, eee 13-15. Its general theme 
will be "The Doctrine of the* Church"; 


* * * 


The Christian Medical College and Hospital at Vellore, India, has been 
awarded 290,000 from the Williams-Waterman Fund of Research Corporation, a 
US foundation. The grant will make possible construction of a five-storey 
laboratory building for research in nutritional and metabolic problems and 
the training of specialists in the ane and Bstalge ba of dietary 
klipe hE ada . 


CRU VEteysh as tes 


One hundred delegates from 13 Asian countries and 20 observers will 
teet at Port Dickson, Malaya, November 22-December 4, for the Asian Consulta- 
tion of the Methodist Church. Purpose of the consultation, the third in a 
regional series (previous consultations were held in Africa and Latin 
America) ,: is to'give the Methodist churches '!in the field! an opportunity to 
examine together their role in mission in a changing Asia and to help the 
‘mother church! in the USA to develop a healthy relationship with the Asian 
churches so that they can grow together as obedient partners. . ." The 
conference is being planned by a group of 18 Asian, Methodist leaders in 
collaboration with the Board of Missions of The Methodist Church (USA). 


* * * 


Pope Paul VI has asked the ecclesiastical assistants of an Italian 
association of Roman Catholic workers to study the psychology of the worker 
to find out "why the world of the workers is moving away from God". The 
New York Times comments that the study "reflects the deep concern with which 
the Pope views the large gains made by Communists in last April's general 
elections in Italy", 


* * * 


Protestant and Roman Catholic biblical experts in Ceylon will cooperate 
in making a new translation of the Bible in Sinhalese, the national language 
of Ceylon. The Ceylon Auxiliary Bible Society will work with a team of six 
Catholic priests named by the Ceylon Bishops! Conference. 


ator (ince * 


Nearly 30 enquiries dealing with subjects including church festivals, 
legal matters, statistics, and personal problems were received during the 
first day of the new Church of England Enquiry Centre, officially opened 
last week in London. 
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Final approval has been given to union with the. Lutheran Church-_ 
Missouri.Synod by the National Evangelical Lutheran Church (NELC). The 
_12,000-member church, a Finnish Lutheran body, will become. a part of the 

2,500,000-member Missouri Synod, January l, 1964. The two USA bodies have - 
been closely allied in doctrine and practice for many years. . 


ram Rica mh ab 


The. prospect of. Anglican-Methodist reunion is the chief topic. discussed 
in the first issue of a new quarterly journal, Reunion Record, published in 
England, Designed for "clergymen and laymen of all communions", the new . 
publication grew out of the Bulletin of the Friends of Reunion, an organiza- 
tion formed in 1933 to bring together Christians of all churches concerned 
with unity. 


* * a 


y A new anthology of the Bible for use in literature, history, and social 
studies courses in USA public schools has been prepared under the joint 
editorship of a Roman Catholic priest,.a Protestant educator, and a rabbi.» 
Called Bible Selections for General Education, the source book presents: 
information on the major religious traditions of the nation through essays, 
maps, and charts. Selections from various translations of the Bible in 
Bnglish illustrate development of the English language and the growth of 
. biblical scholarship. Wide use of the anthology, in schools as well as for 
individual reading, is expected.in view of the US Supreme Court ruling which 
pointed out that the Bible and information about religion may be incorporated 
in public school courses even though devotional practices have been barred. 
Publication is scheduled in 1964. | _ EPS, Geneva 


UNITY GROTH "MIRACULOUS", . 

FAITH AND ORDER CONFERENCE TOLD 

(Montreal) ~ The growth in Christian unity in the past fifty years 

is "miraculous", the Bishop of Bristol, the Rt. Rev. 

Oliver Tomkins told an opening session of the World Faith and 

Order Conference here sponsored by the World Council of Churches. 
In an address to more than 400 Protestant, Orthodox and 

Anglican delegates from 80 countries, the Anglican bishop, who is 

the .conference chairman, called 'the positive and fruitful dialogue" 


between the Roman Catholic Church and the rest of the Christian 


.-,World " the greatest development in recent years". 


Noting that five official Roman Catholic observers and fifteen 
guests are attending the conference held on the campus of McGill 
University, Bishop Tomkins said: 

"Just as we rejoiced at the courtesy which was extended to 
the non-Catholic observers at the Second Vatican Council, 
.80 we rejoice now that we have an opportunity in some 
Small way also to extend our courtesies to the Roman 

_ Catholic observers who are among us", 

_. For two weeks (July 12-26) some of the worldts autstanding 
theologians, church administrators, bishops, archbishops, and 
others will conduct intensive study of the factors which separate the 


churches and the faith which unites them. The conference is the 


Rye hk 


fourth in a series, The last was held at Lund, Sweden, in 1952. 

Bishop Tomkins said that "in the voice of Pope John XXIII 
we heard the voice of the Roman Catholic Church speaking with 
@ new accent. 

"We realize very well that inherent in the present Roman 
Catholic position are certain dogmatic affirmations on which 
there will be no compromise, but it is now true that the Roman 
Catholic Chureh engages in a living dialogue with the rest of us 
in a way that is quite unprecedented," 

Part of "our consideration as we look ahead is to abk how ~ 
this relationship can be most fruitfully aeae Pome deependd | 
understanding of our awareness." the bishop said. 

"There was always a certain unreality in the discussion of 
Christian unity when the largest single communion in Christendon 
‘was not effectively a partner to the discussion. dt Sa ) 
"The world itself has to face some difficulty about what 
‘ig to be its relationship to a body of Christians, howéver large, 
‘who are not members of the fellowship in the same sense as are the 
member churches," | i | 

It is "“in the context of umr membership in the World Council 
as a whole that we must seek creatively to find new ways of co- 
operation with Roman Catholic theologians in the specific faith 
and order activities." 

The World Council of Churches is now composed of 201 Protes- 
tant; Angliceri, Orthodox, and Old Catholic bodies. When the 
Council was formed in 1948 at Amsterdam, the Roman Catholic Church 

was asked to join, but refused. In 1961, the Vatican named five 
official observers to the Council's Third Assembly in New Delhi. 

‘Bishop Tomkins suggested that the faith and order movement 
avoid "theological provincialism” and admitted that "certain 
‘theological + voices. . « have not been sufficiently attended Dee 


ana : eres 


in our work in recent years." 
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He mentioned specifically the ideas associated with Professor 
Rudolf Bultmann, famous for his work on "demythologizing" the Gospel. 
All "who are raising fundamental questions" must be taken into 
account even though it is difficult to integrate them into the 
present pattern of work, he said, 

He also observed that faith and order "should take a much 
more responsible interest in the many movements towards actual 
organic union which are developing in va@ious parts of Christendom." 

But he warned that it would be "calamatous if it were 
Supposed that faith and order were some kind of supra-chureh tri- 
bunal before which unity schemes were put on trial. 

"The negotiation of local unity is essantially a matter for 
which the churches concerned must accept full responsibility them- 
Selves. But at the same time it is to deny the reality of our | 
membership one of another to suppose that union in any part of the 
world can be effectively sought without awareness of its ecumenical 
repercussions," 

The quest for unity is urgently related to the task of evan- 
gelism of "scientific man" as global civilization "based on techno- 
logical achievement becomes more a characteristic OL four age,” 

Unity is not the ohly demand "God lays on His Church," 
Bishop Tomkins said. "He also demands of us mission, renewal, 
truth, holiness," 

Bishop Tomkins suggested to the delegates that "if we obey 
God costingly in His demand upon us for unity, we shall thereby 
find that we are being brought face to face with His other demands." 

Bishop Tomkins, a former secretary of the Faith and Order 
Department of the World Council of Churches, observed that there 
is "clearly no substitute in the printed word for the living 
experience of participating in a discussion of this kind." The most 
important effect of faith and order work, he pointed out, is not the 
printed works, "but the transformation it produces in the outlook 


of those who take part," 


* * * ¥* 


The noted French theologian Dr. Roger Mehl, of the University 
of Strasbourg, in the keynote address to the conferende, told the 
assembled delegates that Christianity's God-given imperative to. 
unity has brought into focus technology's progress toward a single 
world-wide civilization. | 

"A world-wide civilization, deeply united by technology and 
by the new values resulting there from, is in process of formation 
before our eyes," he declared. ¥ | 

"In spite of political tensions, ideological conflicts and 
cruel divisions between nations, this world is tenging towards 
unification. ; | 

"Yet it is to the Church," Dr. Mehl noted, ‘that the Scriptural 
injunction for unity and peace was entrusted. 

"Theologians in past centuries thought that the Church had 
achieved true universality," Dr. Mehl said, "but in actual fact 
the Church has only been present in the world within the narrow 
limits of what is considered to be human civilization, which was 
really only the civilization of the West." } 

Through the seueet movement, in which the Montreal meeting 
is considered a significant chapter, the French theologian said a 
hope is emerging that a united voice of Christianity can begin 
to be heard, "on a scale tori sae contemporary world. ne 

The Church today is realizing that it is Oni oe little 
flock", but at the same time it is discovering its responsibility 
to a united worldrwide civilization, said Dr. Mehl, who is the 
author of numerous books on the ecumenical theme. 

Dr. Mehl challenged the theologians at the conference to 
face head-on the issues which have divided Christendom. He listed 
among these the place and authority of tradition in theology; 7 
relationships with churches which are ree World Council members, 
especially the Roman Catholic Church; inter-communion; and problems 


resuhting from mixed marriages. 


= 


While recent developments within the Roman Catholic Church 
“have been favorable and highly encouraging, he said, there are a 
number of critical areas remaining, particularly, in the attitude 
of the Church of Rome toward marriages involving non-Catholics, 

"As long as the Roman Church regards any mixed marriages 
celebrated in the Reformation churches as nul and void, it will 
be difficult for those churches to have a real ecumenical dia- 
foene with Rome," Dr, Mehl said. 

"When the Catholic Church stops excommunicating those of 
its members who accept the blessing of a Protestant church, when 
contracting a mixed marriage, not only will the whole atmosphere 
be transformed, but one of the conditions for an ecumenical dia- 
logue will be realized," 

Whether or not a solution to this problem is found, Dr. Mehl 
observed, the obvbus concern of the Roman Church for unity, and its 
willingness to inform itself and to carry on parallel studies 
with non-Roman churchmen, is most encouraging, 

Dr. Mehl noted as significant the fact that the Church of 
Rome has close theological and ecclesiastical kinship with Eastern 
Orthodox churches which are important participants in the WCC, 

| The influence of Orthodox churches in the WCC was strengthened 
in 1961 when Russian, Bulgarian, Rumanian and Polish churches were 
received into Gouneil membership, Dr. Mehl pointed out. "No longer 
Gan the WCC be considered essentially Protestant." 

The particular contribution which Orthodox theologians have 
brought into ecumenical deliberations, according to the French 
scholar, has been in the field of pneumatology (work of the Holy 
Spirit) which he said had not received sufficient consideration by 
theologians of the Reformation churches in the 16th century. 

"Perhaps a more carefully considered pmeumatology would enable 
us to distinguish better than hitherto, the consequences for:all the 
member-churches of the WCC of recognizing the same baptism," 


Dr. Mehl conjectured, 


Seen Csi 


Another possible area of "theological break-through", he said, 
is through study of the place and authority of tradition in theology, 
an issue which also has received extensive study in the Vatican 
Council. II. Since Reformation times Roman Catholic and Protestant 
theologians have differed sharply on the place of tradition, Dr, 
Mehl recalled. "The Orthodox conception of tradition could throw 
significant light on this study." 

Dr. Mehl observed that completely outside the sphere of WCC 
activities, an unprecedented number of church unions and union 
proposals has come to light. 

Although the WCC has refrained as a matter of peda: from 
participating in inter-church union negotiations, Dr. Mehl said 
faith and order leaders have viewed the trend as encouraging. He 
referred to Lutheran and Reformed discussions in Europe, which 
have produced,"substantial agreements", the development of United 
ohurches in numerous countries, particularly Asia, and current con- 
versations between Anglicans and Methodists, and Anglicans and 
Presbyterians. 

"Barriers which had hitherto appeared insurmountable are 
crumbling as if by magic," he commented, noting that both sociolo- 
gical and theological factors can be seen as motivating factors in 
the contemporary trends in Christianity. . 

Discussing the issue of intercommunion, one of the most dif- 
ficult in ecumenical relationships, Dr. Mehl Ra etenad against. over- 
simplification. 

"Tt is a mistake", he said, "to present the problem of inter- 
communion in the form of an alternative: cither as a means of achieving 
unity or-the final goal of unity. Both attitudes are equally. wrong. 

"Tt is clear that we have not to consider the Eucharist as a 
means which is within our own power, but as a grace that is offered 
to us. But on the other hand the idea of trying to effect complete 


agreement on doctrine before achieving intercommunion is not right 
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either, for doctrinal agreement in the Church cannot be obtained 
merely on an intellectual level," 

In reviewing the issues, which he said "legitimately frighten" 
the Church, Dr. Mehl said "whether we are studying worship, or inter- 
communion, tradition, or the Lordship of Christ over the Church, 
we are really confronted by one single problem: the re-discovery 
that together we shall attain the universality that is centered in 


Christ. Otherwise we shall never attain it at all." 


A third major speaker during the conference's opening days, 
Dr. Albert C. Outler, professor of Perkins School of Theology, 
Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas, described faith and 
order dialogue as an "instrumentality of Providence" designed to 
keep the Christian unity movement from "deadlock or flying apart". 

However, while the dialogue has succeedéd well among "professional 
theologians," it has been less succesful in episodic mass conference s}' 
he said, 

He said "something" was still needed to "draw the generality of 
churchmen into ecumenical dialogue in their concrete situations of 
disunity and disability". 

He: said that the Faith and Order Conference would be a "cause 
for rejoicing" ift{it ishould inspire other Christians to undertake 
similar meétings and dialogues with each other, 

| He challenged his listeners to "an expansion of the spumen toss 
dialogue on a wider scale : 

"Is there any one of us, or any one of our caurches, who could 
not do something toward the ees © of appropriate study programs 


in our various regions and churches? he asked. 


'We have come here from the ends of the earth and under the 
constraint of Christ's love to risk ourselves and our traditions in 
ecumenical dialogue", he said. "Those who sent us here will want to 
know what. happened, beyond our talks and prayers together." 

Observing that the last 50 years have “witnessed a metamorpho- 
sis in the texture and quality of relations between divided Christians", 
from "staunch confessionalism" to a growing exchange of ideas, he 
continued: ij 

"We are eyewitnesses to the emergence of the ecumenical move- 
ment as the ‘great new fact of our time', and as a major shift in the 
theological weather systems of the Christian world, a real mutation in 
the. needs and patterns of doctrinal discussion." 

Thile "secular dogmatism has turned our tortured world into a 
snakepit", the Methodist leader declared, "Christian churchmen are 
learning at least a little te talk and work together in a new spirit of 
mutual -recognition and dialogue." 

Hé cautioned, however, that the dialogue becomes impossible if 
"tempers of the discussants are abrasive and pugnacious", or if partici- 
pants, "convinced of the infallibility of their respective clashing 
views, turn the dialogue into an ideological tennis match." 


Dr. Outler challenged the conference to "reduce the areas of 
our disagreement on the one hand, and on the other, to expand the out- 
reach of ecumenical dialogue in and between the churches." 


Stressing that "Faith and Order is on trial" at the conference, 
he said it will be judged by those outside the World Council "who must 
form a judgement as to our distinctive contribution to the ecumenical 
movement as a whole. — 


"Jill Montreal be another field day for the theologians", he 
guoted someone as asking, “or is there some chance that it will give 
us real help in the church unity negotiations in which we are 
currently engaged?" 


Participants in the conference include 270 official delegates 
of the WCC's 201 member churches and some 200 other persons, including 
16 observers from nine churches which are not WCC members. These 
range from the Roman Catholic to the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada. 


Previous Faith and Order conferences were held in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, in 1927; in Edinburgh, Scotland, 1937; and in Lund, 
Sweden, 1952. 


Delegates to the Montreal conference come from 21 European 
nations, 11 Asian nations, 8 African nations, 4 Latin American nations, 
four countries in Australasia, and two in North America. Included 
are 15 participants from the Soviet Union. 


* * * 


17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU 
GENEVA SWITZERLAND 
TELEPHONE 36 71 30 
CABLES “OIKOUMENE” 


Ecumenical Press Service 


U.S. ENQUIRIES : 


WCC, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 27 


TEL. RIVERSIDE 9-4887 
No. 28/30th Year 26th July, 1963 


On Other Pages 


Leaders of Three Confessions Address Faith and Order Meeting. .. 
Span sheChvrcniPublientioni Aske Gtrike'Rights Gro Viv. set. oy 4 
New Mission Method Tried by Wisconsin Synod of USA. . ... +... 
Orthodox, Other Theologians Blueprint Post-Conference Study... 
Special Reports: 
Russian Patriarch Marks 50th Anniversary of Ordination. ... 
Churches Must Be Relevant, But Not Abandon Historic 
Positions, Faith and Order Leaders Stress (Appended) 


\O —~J OVUT UN 


FLOOD OF PROBLEMS SEEN 
ENDANGERING ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


(Montreal) - The flood of problems facing the Church today may have an 
injurious effect on the ecumenical movement, the general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches said here. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft made the statement at a press conference, held in con- 
junction with the Fourth World Faith and Order Conference at McGill 
University. 


"Our greatest danger lies in our success", Dr. Visser 't Hooft said. "The 
World Council is moving almost too fast, and we can't take the problems 
facing us in order." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that one of the most urgent questions now q 
under discussion is this: Is the World Council just an association of auto- 
nomous churches grouped together for cooperative tasks, or, without becoming 
a "superchurch", does it have a churchly significance of its own? 


While making it clear that he was opposed to the emergence of an ecumenical 
bureaucracy, the WCC executive said that there is a lack of adequately 
trained ecumenical personnel to deal with the host of present problems on 
other than "a very superficial level". 


The Dutch churchman, who has been general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches since its inception, cautioned the newsmen that the "difficult, 
serious, and solemn theological discussions" here do not represent all the 
concerns of the World Council of Churches. 


It would be, he said, .a misconception to think that the Church does not take 
the modern world seriously. He cited the World Council's concern with 
international affairs, mission and evangelism, racial justice, peace and 
disarmament. | 
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But the social concerns of the Council must look to the theological study 
work to cast light on their work, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said. 


He said it was not surprising that it was hard for delegates from Hastern 
and Western churches, "separated for more than a thousand years", to find 
difficulty in reaching agreement. He said even "a little breakthrough" here 
would be significant. 


The World Council official said that the lesson of the 1930's to the churches 
was that theological concerns and social concerns cannot be isolated. 


He suggested that the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of 
Churches could "go quite a bit farther in cooperation" in social concerns 
and international affairs. In areas where there is agreement "why should 
we not get together and make common witness?" GPS, Geneva 


(See also page 3 and story appended on Faith & Order Conference) 


MAGAZINE WARNS SOME S.AFRICAN WHITES 
SHE NEED FOR SELF-PROTECTION BY FORCE 


(Capetown) ~ A warning was issued here that South African whites who believe 
they must "join forces to protect themselves, if necessary by force", 
against non-whites are creating a dangerously tense atmosphere. 


A lead editorial in Proveritate, an independent magazine edited by Dr. 
Beyers Naude, moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church of Southern Transvaal, 
cited a "dangerous spirit of defeatism" among some oe The church in 
the past has taken stands against apartheid, 


It said those proposing self-protective action against non-whites are 
“wrong, because we are convinced that despite humiliation and injustices 
often suffered by non-whites, there is still an amazing amount of (goodwill 
and desire for cooperation among the majority". 


The editorial urged South African Christians to seek "maximum justice for 
a maximum number of inhabitants of all races", and told them that remaining 
silent "in this situation plays into the hands of Communists and agitators, 
who will then pose as real liberators and fighters for rights of man". | 

| EPS, Geneva 


PHILIPPINES TO GT SECOND 
CHRISTIAN RADIO NETWORK 


(Manila) - The Philippines will soon become the site of a second Christian 
radio network. Two 10,000 watt transmitters are now under construction by 
an American firm and aad be installed in the Philippines in time BED - ache 
broadcasting this fall. iB SSH ak 


A 1,000 watt FM transmitter and two small shortwave as Tabi ies will be 
A enatee at Manila and DUmReAS ye City as the first step in building the 
network. 


Formation of the network officially got under way last January when the 
Philippines government granted the Philippine Federation of Christian 
Churches permission to construct the Manila station. 


Much of the FM programming will be directed to local pastors and will ; 
feature special leadership training and educational programmes. The AM 
station will broadcast music, news, and feature programmes. EPS, Geneva 
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EADERS OF THREE CONFESSIONS 
ADDRESS FAITH & ORDER MEETING 


(Montreal) - A Roman Catholic cardinal joined with three leaders of the 
World Council of Churches on July 21 in presenting a public programme during 
the Fourth World Conference on Faith and Order here. 


The meeting, held under the auspices of the Montreal Arrangements Committee 
for the conference in the auditorium of the University of Montreal, featured 
Cardinal Paul-Emile Léger, Archbishop of Montreal; Principal George 

Johnston of the Divinity School of the United Church of Canada; Metropolitan 
Athenagoras of Elaia, of the Greek Orthodox Church, Montreal; and Dr. W.A. 
Visser !t Hooft, general secretary of the Wcc, 


Participants and observers agreed that the setting and circumstance con- 
“stituted a significant, historic milestone in ecumenical relations. 


Cardinal Léger referred to the meeting as "an answer to the common prayers 
of Christians" and as one of "the promising signs of that unity for which 
Our Lord prayed", 


The Roman Catholic prelate credited the faith and order movement with doing 
much to spread the desire for unity throughout the Christian world. "We 
acknowledge with gratitude the Sincere desire and firm will of those who 

are gathered here to establish unity among those who rejoice in being united 
in faith to the Lord Jesus", the Cardinal said, nl, 


"However, while we are able to recite together a common prayer for unity, we 
are forced to admit that even this unity is in jeopardy because of our 
hesitation to accept unity as the Lord willed it, because our prejudices set 
usS up one against the other, because our ignorance is unable to penetrate 
the veil behind which are the unfathomable riches of Christ", Cardinal 

Léger declared. 


To achieve unity, the Cardinal said, "we need more than prayer, we need the 
Holy Kucharist. It is through communion with his eucharistic Body that the 
Lord: truly brings us unity", he said, ame ~ 8 


"The discussions here taking place show us that the different churches do 
not have identical notions about the eucharistic mystery. It is because of 
these differences that we cannot yet celebrate together the eucharistic 
prayer of unity", Cardinal Léger explained. 


"In a divided world; where blocs set themselves against each other, where 
peoples have become restless, Christians must search. for truth, practice 
justice by respecting the rights of all men, and seek to establish a climate 
of freedom which is necessary for men who want to live in charity. If the 
churches do not bring this peace to the world. . .the twentieth century may 
well lose its opportunity of salvation", Cardinal Léger concluded. 


(Earlier Cardinal. Léger had issued a message calling upon all Roman Catholics 
in the diocese of Montreal to pray for the Faith and Order Conference. 
Prayers were also requested by Mgr. Maurice Baudoux, Archbishop of Saint 
Boniface, president of the Roman Catholic Conference of Canada, ) 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft described the fact that a joint meeting with such broad 
representation could be held at all as an astonishing development in view 
of history. For centuries the gulf between the traditions represented in 
the meeting seemed to be getting larger and larger, he said. 


No. 28 - 26th July, 1963 4 


"Gach (of the traditions) had developed its own spiritual world and there 
was practically no real communication or conversation between them", the 
general secretary observed. 


The meeting which is based purely on a common faith, and not on some politi- 
cal or social basis, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, "is possible simply because 
the ecumenical movement has happened". In its brief 50-year history, the 
general secretary said, its core has come to light in the organization of 
the World Council of Churches, but he acknowledged that it has penitrated 
far beyond the WCC. One significant factor, he said, was the creation by 
Pope John XAIII of the Roman Catholic Secretariat for Unity. 


"Our eyes have been opened for the extraordinary contradiction between tio 
facts", Dr. Visser 't Hooft said. First of the facts, he said, is that the 
Seriptures declare the Church is in the world to manifest "that God has. 
reconciled men to Himself and to each other", The other fact, he said, vis 
that men and women who believe in the same Lord Jesus iy ened find Thoass ties 
separated from each other, 


"Our meeting (in Montreal ) is only meaningful if it does not represent an 
extraordinary event without consequences, We are now called to live out 
this new discovery in each parish, each place of work", Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
declared. 


Metropolitan Athenagoras called the meeting a "history-making togetherness" 
and "perhaps an image of things to come, : 


"Christians from the West and from the Hast representing the three main 
segments of the Christian world stand in humility under the Cross of their 
common Redeemer to offer togetuer prayers and thanksgiving", the Metropolitan 
observed, 


"The protective eedete stg long ago to separate and sued teue coer ase 
from each other's intervention seem now, more than ever, unbearable, ana-= 
chronistic and contradictory to what we all stand for", he continued. 


"There are numerous books in our libraries written with scholastic erudi- 
tion, containing exhaustive essays of polemical theology, clever, rich.in 
conviction and often abounding in prejudice and error", Metropolitan 
Athenagoras said. ! 


"The work is hard and the marching towards the goal is tedious, but: we are 
not alone; Christ is with us and all the saints headed by the Holy Mary, 
Mother of Christ, pray for us", the Orthodox prelate declared. 


Dr. Johnston, representing the United Church of Canada, and the host - 

- committee, noted that the 16th century reformers had always mets toe a 
faith in the one holy and catholic Church. "To be Protestant", he said, 
"was not necessarily to be separatist."! 


However, he pointed out, "one cannot disguise the’ fact that many Protestants 
became bitterly schismatic; so much so that today some of their descendants 
repudiate their very name. | 


"In this ecumenical age a fresh understanding of their own origins reminds 
them that Christian faith is apostolic, traditional, and universal", Dr. 
Johnston said. "Protestants have discovered that they who would serve the 
Lord Christ must be catholic too in all the range of that magnificent word. 
Catholicity must be domesticated once more among them," Dr. Johnston said. 


The Candaian theologian said it is obvious that there is no unanimous agree- 
ment on how the goal is to be reached, but "there is a profound desire for 
the wholeness of the Church, universal in space and time. The movement can- 
not be ignored, for the ultimate driving force behind it is, we believe, the 
Lord God Himself." EPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH CHURCH PUBLICATION ASKS 
STRIKE RIGHTS, FREE LABOUR UNIONS 


(Madrid) - A publication sponsored by Catholic Action, the militant lay arm 
of the Roman Catholic Church in Spain, has come out bluntly for the right 
to strike and for labour unions free of government controls. 


(Strikes in Spain are illegal, and the Franco régime's "vertical" labour 
Syndicates are supervised by the State which appoints the Sindicatos! top 
officers. ) | 


The publication, Juventud Obrera (Worker Youth), is exempt from government. 
censorship but requires clearance by the church authorities. The fact that 
the current issue was passed by ecclesiastical censorship is taken to indi- 
cate the church's decision to make a forthright stand on the foremost 
labour issues, even though this may be at variance with the government's 
social policies. 


The article comes at a time when phased elections are under way to pick 
636,000 national, provincial, and local union representatives. The elec- 
tions began on June 1 and will continue for six months. 


"Once again Spain's working class has been called on to participate in 
syndical elections", Juventud Obrera said, "and each time the occasion 
impresses on us the need for true and authentic syndicates capable of pro- 
tecting the interests and rights of Spanish labour. 


"The direction of the syndicates shall be organized in hierarchic grades 
under the direction of the State. . . The direction of the syndicates 
shall devolve necessarily upon the militant members of the Fallange (the 
State's only authorized political movement) and the Young Workers! National 
Trade Union Movement. . , A vertical union shall be an instrument in the 
service of the State." 


By "vertical" is meant syndicates comprising both labour and management. 


Juventud Obrera concluded bluntly that Spanish workers should have "indepen- 
dent and.democratic unions free of all state controls" and "the right to. 
resort to strikes as the ultimate recourse to obtain justice". EPS, Geneva 


DANISH GOVERNMENT GIVES 
PUBLIC FUNDS FOR MISSIONARY PROJECT 


(Copenhagen) - The Committee for Danish Technical Cooperation with the 
Developing Countries has granted Danish crowns 550,000 ($79,750) to two 
projects which have been planned and are being carried out by the Burundi 
Christian Council. 


This is the first time that funds appropriated by Denmark for aid to 
developing countries have been granted for work not being carried out by a 
United Nations! agency or by the government of the recipient country. 


The Foreign Mission of the Danish Baptist Church arranged the contact. The 
Baptist Church in Burundi was founded by the Danish Baptist Church. It is 
a member of the Burundi Christian Council, which also includes Methodists, 
Anglicans, Presbyterians, and Quakers, EPS, Geneva 
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NEW MISSION METHOD TRIED 
BY WISCONSIN SYNOD OF USA 


(Stavanger, Norway) - A new kind of overseas mission programme by the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (USA), which stresses the immediate 
development of indigenous church responsibility, was described at a Lutheran 
World Federation commission meeting here. 


The programme involves "a minimum outlay of men and money" from abroad by 
avoiding "the expensive trappings of institutional missions", chairman 
Edgar Hoenecke of the synod's Board for World Missions, explained in the 
report to the LWF Commission on World Mission. 


Noting that the new approach is required by "the challenge of an exploding 
world population and a steadily increasing ratio of non-Christians over 
Christians", the report said it is designed for "Christian nuclei in areas 
of the world such as centres of population and influence, along purely 
indigenous lines with a minimum outlay of men and money". 


This new programme, according to the report, "provides for sending two 
mature pastors into selected world areas with a great deal of freedom of 
action and choice, but a very restricted allowance for establishing places 
of worship and the other expensive trappings of institutional missions. 


"The missionaries will be given a year to prepare for their intensive work © 
in an area, to study the language and culture and to assess the situation - 
and select a place of beginning. Thereupon they are to devote their full 
effort to winning and training a select few upon whom, in turn, they will 
lay their hands of blessing to exercise the powers of the Holy «opiriv-in 
winning others of their countrymen to the Gospel. 


"From the very beginning these new Christians are to be trained in the 
ideals of self-support, self-administration and self-propagation. 


"The missioners are to keep themselves free from too much involvement as 
resident pastors of the new indigenous church, rather keeping themselves 
free enough to begin new work in other centres of the area and leaving the | 
first nucleus to its own development under careful controls and contacts, 
put without actual direction or interference, unless it be for counselling 
in doctrine and wise administration according to God!s Word. 


"They will be permitted to develop a nucleus or two in an area, but then 
will move on and, in keeping with the example of St. Paul, will maintain 
contact with the original group only through pastoral epistles and occasion-~- 
Si viswiee sh 7 . EPS, Geneva 


NO MISSION HINDRANCES ASKED 
IN AFRICAN CHURCH FORMATION 


(Stavanger, Norway) - The acting head of the new united Lutheran Church in 
Tanganyika has urged missionaries and mission societies not to "cause us to. 
have difficulties in making forward steps in this church" in such matters 

as forms of worship,and church organization. pedakers 
Bishop Stefano R. Moshi, Africa's first Lutheran bishop, made the plea to. 
the enlarged snnual meeting of the Lutheran World Federation's Commission 


on World Mission. 
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"Please leave it to us to take our own direction", he said. "Let the African 
himself choose (the church order and practices) that he feels befit 
Tanganyika best. 


"Our purpose is to have a church of the soil of Tanganyika. ...We do not 
want a half-breed church." 


The African’ church leader recalled that the seven Tanganyikan churches which 
in June took final action to merge "have received different traditions and 
inheritances from different missionary societies", 


He asked these agencies and their missionaries to refrain from "bringing 
their difficulties into the creation of one Lutheran Church in Tanganyika", 
citing as examples "differences in liturgy (and) church leadership" - 
whether to have church presidents or bishops. 


In other sessions the Commission: 


- Received a report that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, 
South-Eastern Region, in July adopted /condemning race discrimination and 
segregation. ita Viel eh 


- Was advised by Dr. Arne Sovik, director of the LuF's Department of World 
Mission, to "take seriously" the questions raised in some circles "about 
relation of the confessions, and especially of confessional movements like 
the LWF, to the life of our churches, 


‘We are concerned about unity", he Said, and "we must therefore. . .not put 
organizational or other human barriers in the way of an honest consideration 
of the problems of local unity where it is - from the point of faithfulness 
to Christian doctrine - justified," 


- Was told that membership applications from eight African and Asian churches 
will be acted upon by the Helsinki Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation 
which opens on July 30. Together with at least three Huropean churches, 

they will make up the largest list of applicants the Federation has consider- 
ed at any one time since its constitution at Lund, Sweden, in 1947. 


The eight non-European churches seeking admission are located in Ethiopia 
(2), Malaya, South Africa (2), South-West Africa, and Tanganyika (2). The 
three European applicants to be voted on are the Lutheran Churches of the 
Latvian and Estonian Soviet Socialist Republics of the USSR and the People's 
Republic of Rumania. 


Favourable action on all 11 applications would raise the Federation's 
membership roll to 73 and increase the countries represented £rom 4 sto usG. 
EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX, OTHER THEOLOGIANS 
BLUEPRINT POST-CONFERENCE STUDY 


(Montreal) - A consultation of 26 Orthodox and non-Orthodox theologians met 
in Montreal on the eve of the Fourth World Conference on Faith and Order, 


The purpose of the consultation, held on July 8-ll, at the Anglican Diocesan 
Theological College, was to determine the main issues to be studied jointly 
in the years following the Faith and Order Conference, 
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The co-chairmen were the Most Rev. Chrysostomos, Metropolitan of Myra, and 
Professor S.L. Greenslade, Christ Church, Oxford, England. The conference 
opened with an address by Professor H,.S. Alivisatos, Greek Orthodox theo- 

logian, Athens University, on the historical continuity of the one Church. 


The continuity of the Church according to the Reformed tradition was dis- 
cussed by Professor J.J. von Allmen of Neuchatel, Switzerland. Professor 
Jean Meyendorff of St. Vladimir's Theological Academy gave a paper on the 
historical and theological significance of the Reformation. 


Professor C.G.\W. Nicholls, Department of Religious Studies, University of 
British Columbia, Vancouver, B.C., gave a speech on the significance of 
the Ecumenical Councils. | 


In summarizing the meeting, in an article in the Gazette de Lausanne, 
Switzerland, Prof. von Allmen wrote: "It is a good method, between Chris-~ 
tians, to approach squarely the problems which are at the heart of the 
divisions. Once again we have seen that in theological matters courage 
pays, and openness too." Ade 


He underlined "the passionate interest there is to meet the Orthodox. . - 
charged to witness to the authenticity and the fullness of their faith, 
either within a framework which wants to be worldly as is now the case in 
Russia, or especially in the industrialized, rationalized, Americanized 
world of the West... ' 


"This faith, in order to become more accessible to the people of the West, 
does not lose its 'specialness!", he said. Orthodoxy is not, therefore, 

as. people sometimes think, an exotic oriental catholicism which in the West, 
could only become diluted in the catholicism of Rome. Confronting at the 
same time both Roman Catholics and Protestants, the Eastern Orthodox are 
very specially aware of a theological and ecclesiastical vocation which is 
their own, and which they have decided to throw into the scales of the 
ecumenism, formerly predominantly 'Protestant!, of ‘the World Council to save 
it from a pan-Protestantism which would be fatal to it." 


Prof. von Allmen concluded: "A confrontation such as this one in Montreal 
can only mark the beginning of a very long and difficult traverse. . . 

Such consultations are indispensable if, under the pressure of a mutual 
willingness and a mutual hope to rediscover the visible unity of all bap- 
tized people, the side by side position of Orthodox and Protestants is little 
by little to transform itself into an authentic communion in the Christian 
faith." Ryweghs BPS, Geneva 


APY . IN BRIEF 


Thirty-six delegates from twelve island groups of the South Pacific have 
concluded a six weeks! Christian writers! workshop at Suva, Fiji Islands. 
Sponsored by the Committee on Literacy and Christian Literature of the 
National Council of Churches (USA), the workshop was led by Miss Marion Van 
Horne of the literacy agency staff and by the Rev. Fred Cloud, associate | 
editor of youth publications for The Methodist Church in the USA. Delegates 
“were given instruction in news writing, feature article writing, short story 
writing, devotional writing, and curriculum writing. In connection with the 
last, the delegates wrote units of study for inclusion in the Pacific 
Islands Christian Education Curriculum, which was planned in a curriculum 
conference held immediately preceding the workshop. EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


RUSSIAN PATRIARCH MARKS 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF ORD INATION 


(Pr. Leslie BE. Cooke, an euaciate general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches,. writes of the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the 
consecration to the episcopate of His Holiness, the Patriarch of Moscow and 
All Russia, Alexis, July 14-21, Dr. Cooke attended the celebrations on 
behalf of the World Council.) 


The celebration of the 50th anniversary of the consecration to the 
episcopate of His Holiness the Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia was 
characterized by some remarkable scenes. 


For the event were gathered at the invitation of the Orthodox Church 
of Russia delegations from the major Orthodox churches led by their Patri- 
archs themselves or by their Patriarch's representatives. There were dele- 
gations also from non-Orthodox churches, from Estonia, Latvia, the German 
Federal Republic, the German Democratic Republic (DDR), from Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, and from the Church of England and the Old Catholic Church, 
representatives from the Baptist and. Evangelical churches in Russia also were 
present, as were representatives of the Prague Peace Conference. The 
Roman Catholic Church sent an official delegation in response to the invi- 
tation from the Russian Orthodox Church in the persons of Mgr. Charriére 
and Pére Dumont. The Hast Asia Christian Conference was represented by its 
Youth Secretary. 


The programme of the celebrations was organized with great care, it 
was varied and full, the hospitality lavish, the welcome from the Church of 
Russia to all the guests was warm, generous and enthusiastic. 


The chief events of the celebration took place on July 17 and 18 at 
Zagorsk and on July 21 in Moscow, 


On July 17 a great meeting was held at Zagorsk in which public tribute 
was paid to His Holiness: for his ministry not only as a leader of the Church 
of Russia, but of the Church in all the world. The key notes of the speeches 
made by the Patriarchs and the leaders of the delegations stressed His 
Holiness!s work for peace and for Christian unity. 


July 16 being the feast of St. Sergius, the grounds and precincts of 
the monastery of Zagorsk were crowded with thousands of pilgrims. Liturgies 
were celebrated in all the churches of the monastery and the great church 
in which the liturgy was celebrated by His Holiness and attended by all the 
delegations was crowded to overflowing. The day ended with a celebration 
banquet and a reception given by the Patriarch at which the delegates were 
given souvenirs of the occasion. 


On July 21 the Moscow Cathedral was filled for the final liturgy of 
the celebrations. Here once again was all the rich pageantry and colour 
combined with the participation of the masses of the faithful and the sing- 
ing of the creed and the Lord's Prayer and of various hymns which always 
makes the liturgy, celebrated according to the rites of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, so deeply moving and memorable. 


The events of this week had a significance far beyond the specific 
programme of the festivities. It had a deep personal significance, for 
here were gathered representatives of the churches of the world to pay homn- 
age to a very remarkable man who both in his public Soe ok ences ‘ 
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and in private audiences revealed that while he bears the marks: ‘of’: the ° 
frailty of great age he has an alertness of mind and a quality of spirit 
which mark him as a great leader still and a prince of the Church. The 
celebrations must have been a great physical, nervous and emotional strain 
for him, but. to the public eye at any rate he showed no sign of it. Ali who 
saw him and had the. privilege of meeting him will cherish the memory: as one 
of the outstanding experiences of their. lives. 


There is no doubt, too, that the week of celebrations had a deep mean- 
ing for the Orthodox churches themselves. Twice in the course of a few 
weeks - first at Mount Athos, Greece, and then in Moscow - the leaders of 
the Orthodox churches had the opportunity of being together, both for formal 
and informal conversations, for sharing together in great common acts of. 
worship and of recognizing the great heritage and the great strength which 
is theirs. This was clearly a source of untold joy to them and a source of 
inspiration and encouragement in the difficult situations which many of them 
face. To see the Orthodox churches together like this is to realize their 
powerful witness to the Gospel through a patience born of much suffering. | 
across the centuries, through their deep sense of the reality of the "outer 
world", and ee their profound understanding of the meaning of Christian 
love. 


For the Orthodox Church of Rieie igi days of celebration were 
clearly full of significance. In his fine speech of tribute to His Holiness, 
Archbishop Nikodim reviewed not only the events and achievements of the 
Patriarch's life and ministry, but-in a very remarkable passage called 
attention to the many new relationships and contacts established under His 
Holiness's leadership in the last two or three years; contacts not only 
with: the’ Orthodox churches but with churches of varying traditions and of 
many different countries. The implications ‘Of this, /bothafor the Church of 
Russia as well as for the developing of understanding between the churches 
and peoples of many countries and races, are far reaching and are:a cause 
for gratitude to God. 3 


For the ecumenical movement as a whole and for the World Council of 
-Churches in particular she occasion provided one more significant opportunity 
.for that kind of conversation by. which. the ecumenical movement is nurtured 
and inspired. References both in public speeches and in private talks to 
the ecumenical movement and to the World Council of Churches were frequent 
and cordial. It is clear that the vision which the movement holds before 
the churches and the facilities which the World Council of Churches provides 
“for churches to meet, to acknowledge their essential oneness in Christ, and 
to share their understanding of their common calling in Him, are being used 
of God for the renewal and encouragement, and in the biblical meaning of 

the word for the comforting of His people. 


This is not to say that have was any naive or easy tak th Ch to be 
found here in Russia at this gathering. There is a full realization of the 
difficulties which the churches face and the hardness of the road to unity, 
nor was there manifested here any clearer idea of what is the nature of the 
unity we seek than is to be found elsewhere. What was seen and experienced 
in the days in Russia, in some ways more movingly than is to be sensed else- 
where, is a realization on the part of all the Orthodox churches that they 
are together the custodians of a great and rich tradition and a determina- 
tion-that they must make their contribution not simply to the ecumenical 
movement but within:it. The non-Orthodox members of the World Council.of . 
Churches are called upon to take this seriously and to study to understand - 
Orthodoxy, not simply because the Orthodox churches by their very member- 
ship in the World Council have such an influential role to play in the 
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Council, not simply because the Orthodox churches with their many new con- 
tacts need this understanding, not simply because the non=Orthodox churches 
need what the Orthodox churches have so richly to give, but because only by 
such understanding can the conversation and dialogue between the churches, 
knit together in the bonds of common fellowship within the World Council, 
be fruitful for the furthering of the ecumenical movement. 


This gathering of the churches in honour of His Holiness the Patriarch 
of Moscow and All Russia once more emphasized how urgent is the task of 
seeking to manifest the unity which Christ has given to the Church and opened 
up entrancing vistas of what the one great Church could be. Above all it 
made clear that Christ is doing greater things in and for His Church than 
the most devoted servants of the ecumenical movement have yet realized and 
which the rank and file of the faithful of every Church have hardly begun 
to glimpse, let alone understand, EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES MUST BE.RELEVANT, . 

BUT NOT ABANDON HISTORIC POSITIONS, 

FAITH & ORDER LEADERS STRESS 

(Montreal) - The Church must be relevant to modern man - but not at the 


price of wholesale abandonment of historic positions and practices. 


This appears to be a major concern of the 500 Protestant, Orthodox, and 
Anglican, and Old Catholic scholars . attending the ‘Fourth World Faith 
and Order Conference at McGill University here (July 12-26). The conference 
is sponsored by the World Council of Churches. | 


The Rt. Rev. Oliver Tomkins, Bishop of Bristol, England, chairman of 
the conference, stressed this concern at the outset of the two-week confer- 
ence, which is seeking to reach consensus on some of the thorniest questions 


ete the Church today. 


Bishop Tomkins noted that the Commission on yore is ‘particularly ) 
aware of the way in which "the ‘traditional language of liturgy and Scripture 


dis an alien language and an alien thought-form to most of our contemporaries. 


on every part of the world, the whole texture and pattern of human 
living is changing, often with bewildering speed", he continued. "Wherever 
we live, the unity of the Church cannot be separated from the forms which 


are appropriate to the Church in that place and in our age." 


However, there has been widespread feeling that this concern for rele- 
vance should not tempt the churches to abandon "the essence of Christian 


' worship". 


One Orthodox theologian noted that such concepts as heaven and hell 
still hold meaning for the Church in spite of a scientific world-view and 
the fact that "sputniks don't hit angels". 


se 


When one American clergyman complained that his young people find the 
King James Bible and the language of the Elizabethan era meaningless in 
worship, another Orthodox churchman quipped: "Liturgy has never been in the 
language of the illiterate. Perhaps your young people should go to school 


and learn to understand the language of the King James Bible. 


"People complain that they cannot understand or find relevant the 
foreign or archaic language of the Mass and Divine Liturgy. They say they 
cannot understand the meaning of 'Sanctus, Sanctus, Santus!. “But. what. they 


really cannot understand is the ete ae of J Holy, (Holy; Roly; 


Not, he added, "it wouldn't Agi any difference what language you put 
a Fee aay) 

“Another trend already evident ie the conference involves the fact that 
Christians outside the Roman Catholic Church - including so-called free 


churchmen - are being challenged to study the meaning of the word catholic. 


Dr. Claude Welch, professor of religion at the University of Pennsyl-~ 
_vania, noted that Protestants have lacked apparent enebus ies m to study the 


idea of catholicity until now, 


"The word catholic tended to become a pawn in the polemical situation 
of Western Christianity", he said, "as Protestant and Roman thinking alike 


were shaped (and distorted) in mutual antagonism." 


In order for the churches to. understand the true meaning of catholicity, 
he said, they will all have to repudiate the "sectarian spirit", which can 


assume many forms. 


‘The American. Methodist noted that such a spirit is evident when a part 
of Christian truth or practice is absolutized, when a particular body claims 
the fullness of Christ as its own possession, or when Christians are content 
with the present state of the Church. 


"In opposition to all such ways of thinking and acting", said Dr.. Welch, 
"we are led to the recognition that 'catholic'’ can be prefaced by no denomin- 


ational qualifier." 


He said that Christians must:further be led to the "frank confession of 
the many ways in which the fullness of Christ is not expressed in our own 
churches, and to the grateful acknowledgement of the ways His wholeness is 


manifest in other Christian bodies". 


— 3m 


» A Similar, note was sounded by Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, vice-chairman 
.. of the Moscow Patriarchate's Department of External Affairs and professor of 


theology at. Leningrad: Academy. 


"Confessional. and theological differences in the understanding of 
catholicity are well: known to us all", he observed. "It is especially in: 


them that. our divisions become so visible." 


The Church catholic cannot be "bound or restricted by any particular 
race, nationality, culture, type of social order, known political system or 


form of.government", he said. 


The Archpriest warned that the Church departs from its catholicity when 
it permits the promotion of "one aspect of dogmatic truth to the detriment 


of other: aspects of dogmatic integrity". 


At the same time, Bishop Tomkins stressed that the faith and order move- 
ment must reckon with all who "are raising fundamental questions", even 
though it is difficult to integrate such thought into the present pattern of 


work, 


~The Bishop of Bristol has been among those who have expressed general 
optimism regarding the "living dialogue" which has been established between 


the Roman Catholic Church and other Christian communions. , 


"There was always a certain unreality in the discussion of Christian 
unity when the largest single communion in Christendom was not effectively 


.@. partner to the discussion", he observed. 

"In the voice of Pope John XXIII", he added, “we heard the voice of ‘the 
Roman Catholic Church speaking with a new accent." 

That "new accent" has been witnessed in this conference by the presence 
of five official Roman Catholic observer's ‘and 15 guests. 

One of them is Father aneoes, Baum, 0. Se we Ware cece of theology at 
Toronto University, who noted that: "dialogue with other Christians has become 


“precious to Roman Catholics aan we believe | ‘thet no’ church can afford to be. 


without it". 


qa her Baum said such dialogue has already produced these results with- 
in his own church: 1. It is being purged of prejudices and misunderstandings 
‘about other churches; 2. It is learning to think and speak charitably to 
those of other traditions: and 3. It “is asking new questions and "finding 


that God is giving new answers", 


Ae 


The 40-year-old priest appeared at a press conference with Dr. Lucas 
Vischer, 36, a member of the WCC's Faith and Order staff in Geneva, Switzer- 


land, and an observer at the first session of the Vatican Council. 


* Both men agreed that there has been a ‘surprising amount of convergence 
in theological ‘thought between issues under consideration here and at the 
Second Vatican Council. However, they said it is "too early to appraise 


accurately the significance of the trends which are now emerging". 


A somewhat different note regarding the dialogue was sounded by Dr. Hans 
Harms, chief pastor of St. Michael's Lutheran Church in Hamburg, and chairman 


of the German Missionary Council, 


Dr. Harms insisted that honesty demands recognition of the fact that 
"the ecclesiology of the Church of Rome, particularly in its relationship 
to papal infallibility,. has not yet changed, although, the change of climate 


in practice is obvious... 


"The Spirit does not bind Himself to one institution and one man and 
his decisions", he continued. "It is here that all member churches of ‘the 
World Council of Churches without exception would beg the Church of Rome to 
give freedom to God's. Spirit in the whole of Christ's Body." 


However, Dr. Harms said he, for one, hoped that the second session of 
the Vatican Council would be a turning point in bringing about concrete 


changes in this matter. 


On the other hand, conference participants were told that many evangeli- 
cal bodies have remained outside the, ecumenical movement because they fear 


that they might eventually be assimilated in a "world church". 


Dr. Lien-Hwa Chow of the Taiwan Baptist Convention, said this appre=- 
hension is one of the major obstacles in establishing a dialogue between such 


groups and the Yorld Council of Churches. 


"People are, 80 scared of neine assimilated iv 4, Dis: group and losing 
their own. identity", Dr. Chow said. "They insist, in. order to. be themselves 
and be sure that their voice can be heard, they must maintain their own 


AE he group." 


Dr. Chow rane daed the rane. shat a. dialogue with independent evangeli- 
cal. bodies could be established. whe an. effort was made to. stress similarities 


rather than differences and start with faith rather . than dogma. 


~5- 


"So-called orthodox doctrine often prevents us from ‘hee Jesus and. 


having fellowship with each other", he said. 


Concern for dialogue and ay ast unity has led the participants to 
begin long and penetrating discussions on such topics as church union nego- 
tiations, inter-communion between confessional bodies, ah ordination of 


women, and the place of Scripture and tradition. 


For, as Dr. Roger Mehl, a noted French theologian, Ap asa Christian- 
ity's God-given imperative to unity has been brought into sharp relief by 


technology's progress toward a single, world-wide Sa a Acces 


Dr. Mehl, of the University of Strasbourg, noted that the Church "is 


discovering its responsibility to a united world-wide Civilization, 


"It is to the Church", he said, "that the Scriptural injunction for 


unity and peace was entrusted. 


However, William Stringfellow, a young New York attorney, told the 
conference that the faith and order movement has yet to "risk and establish 
contact with the real issues of faith and order". These, he said, "have to 
do concretely, with illegitimate childbirth, | ‘and those in prison or out of 


work, or broke, or eget Ale Sens 


pig ne faith and roy sis iio Pen iized that it must address itself to 
these "everyday issues of life and death in the world", he noted, it "would 


risk and establish contact with the world outside itself", 


Stringfellow, a member of the WCC's Faith and Order Commission, charged 
that the movement has become an "academic, professionalized, esoteric, élite, 


ecumenical monologue in which the world is seldom heard or addressed, 


"Let us not kid or condone ourselves", he warned. "Just because this 
faith and order monologue is, now and again, reported in Time magazine does 


not mean that it is either welcome or seriously regarded in the world." 


The young lay theologian noted that the United States now finds itself 
in a state of "travail" because its racial crisis has assumed the proportions 


of an insurrection, 


"And where have the churches of America been in the years in which this 


agony has festered?" he asked. 


pa a 


Instead of "theologically substantive or authentically prophetic" 
statements on the racial issue, church leaders, have issued. pronouncements 
filled with "empty phrases, theological banalities and pietistic indiffer- 


ence", he claimed, 


Stringfellowseinsisted that the Word of God makes baptism the substan- 
tive issue in the racial crisis - "not the survival of the American experi- 


ment, not democracy, not the vanities of humanisn. 


"Baptism - this faith and order issue - is the .central issue in the 
racial crisis because baptism is the sacrament of the reconciliation of all 


men'', he said. 


(Photographs of the Faith and Order Conference, Montreal, are 
available from the Department of Information, 17 route de 
Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland, or World Council of Churches, 


475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N.Y., USA.) 
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WCC FAITH AND ORDER CONFERENCE 
SEES CHURCHES MOVING TOWARDS UNITY 


(Montreal, July 26, 1963) - The Fourth World Faith and Order Conference 
closed at McGill University today with the affirmation that the churches of 
the world "are on the way to Christian unity". 


The two-week meeting, sponsored by the World Council of Churches, brought 
together some 500 Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox theologians and church 
leaders. The Roman Catholic Church was represented by five official obser- 
vers and 15 guests. 


This has been. the most widely representative Faith and Order Conference yet 
held. Although this added to the value of the discussions by allowing new 
Christian insights to be heard, inevitably it added to the complexity of 
the discussions. 


The final message from the Conference, headed "A Word to the Churches", 
affirmed that the Montreal gathering has made it clear that God is "shaping 
a world which cannot deny that it is one world, except by self~destruction", 
and added: "In that world we Christians find ourselves being drawn and 
driven together. This is what we mean when we speak of an ‘ecumenical 
reality' which takes shape faster than we can understand or express it." 


The message recognized that there are. still complex problems to be solved 
before unity will be achieved and noted that it has become “increasingly 
clear that many of our long-defended positions are irrelevant to God's 
purposes. We still find it hard to know what God calls us to keep or to 
abandon and what he calls us to venture". 
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Again, the message observes that the reports from the five sections "reflect 
an experience too varied to be adequately conveyed in print" but asserts 
that these reports (summarized in Appendix 1 of this issue of EPS) put 
questions which the delegates on their return home will share with those 

who sent them to Montreal. 


The message goes on: "We do not claim that we have ourselves faced these 
questions nearly radically enough, and we are determined to ask them afresh 
with you. We dare not claim that we have been truly conscious of such vital 
issues as the struggle over nuclear disarmament, bitter racial conflict, 
scientific. technology, and social change. 


"Theological debates have an insidious tendency to be self-enclosed. But 
we pray that our work may indeed be of service to God in His love for all 
His world, so that the unity of the Church may be not for our sakes but for 
the sake of Him and His children. 


"We invite our churches to continue, in these ways and in every way they 

can, to manifest openly the unity of life which is hidden with God in Christ. 
Today we see openings which only faith could discern yesterday. But there 

is far to go. Our faith is in Him who is calling us; for He is 
faithful and He will do it." att * 


The message was signed by the Rt. Rev. Oliver S. Tomkins, Bishop of Bristol, 
England, conference chairman; Professor Henri d!Espine of the Swiss 
Protestant Church Federation; Chrysostomos Konstandinidis, Metropolitan of 
Myra; and Dr. Albert C, Outler, Perkins School of Theology, Dallas, Texas, 
vice-chairman, 


Results appraised 


An appraisal of the conference was made later by one of the three officers - 
responsible for organizing it. . 


Dr. Paul S$. Minear, newly elected chairman of the Faith and Order Commission, 
said that the chief frustration had been due to the "difficulties of turning 
multilateral conversations into a verbal statement, only because procedures 
are not fully adapted to the needs of such conversations". 


Dr. Minear, professor at Yale Divinity School and director of Faith and 
Order for the WCC until his election as chairman of the commission here, 
admitted that in measuring this conference against other faith and order 
conferences, "we have failed. Why? Because, having drawn all the major 
traditions in Christendom together, we have insisted on dealing with the 
deepest divisions among us. We have not been content with glib words, with 
forced agreements, with easy but artificial compromise. . 


“We have failed because we brought with us certain notions concerning what 
this conference should be, what its report should contain, what advances 
should be made, and the Holy Spirit has. . -disorganized our neat schemes." 


He said the failure: was due to attempting too much too quickly, "refusing 
to give up our goal of mutual understanding and at the same time insisting 
on dealing with ecumenical reality which resists imprisonment in dogmatic 
formulations". | ef ne: 
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Press comments 
Below are the first press comments to reach EPS in Geneva: 


Times, London: "Already disappointment has been expressed here (Montreal ) 
that the reports (from the sections) do not sound a more stirring summons in 
the present world situation, or register a more spectacular progress towards 
Christian unity. This feeling is misplaced. Much in the reports is necess- 
arily technical. Undoubtedly the work has suffered because too many persons 
(nearly 500) have attempted too much in too short a time. Moreover, the 
pace has been slowed by the many newcomers from widely differing traditions 
hitherto. outside the ‘ecumenical dialogue!. 


"In spite of all this, the reports show a real awareness of the kind of 
world in which the Church is called to witness and serve; and they do in 
fact register a remarkable, and quite recent, advance in common Christian 
understanding - for example, of scripture and tradition, worship, and the 
apostolate of the laity. 


"The report giving guidance for the Church!s mission and growth together 
'in each place! was declared by a Roman Catholic observer to have value ‘for 
the entire Christian world.!" 


Daily Telegraph, London: "One of the minor miracles of this remarkable 
assembly was to hear Father Gregory Baum of Toronto, one of the official 
observers of the Roman Catholic Church, say to a press conference that in his 
opinion there was no dogmatic prohibition in Roman Catholicism which would 
keep it from joining the World Council. But he thought there were 'pastoral 
and practical reasons! which would prevent affiliation. ‘!It would be con- 
fusing!, he said, ‘and it might make people yearn for some kind of syneze- 
tization of doctrine which would not be possible.! ; 


"Miracles of this kind are milestones on the roads to understanding. Five 
years ago they would have been reckoned among the impossibilities. Follow- 
ing this Montreal meeting the coming meeting of the Vatican Council may well 
herald the approach of some new miracles." 


Christian Science Monitor: "The conference, which has drawn churchmen from 
50 nations, passed lightly over the race issue but it has heard explosive 
words ~- especially from Africa - on such ancient traditions as apostolic 
succession and exclusive communion. 


"No objection has been raised to the general tenor of a proposed conference 
_ Statement describing the churches as currently 'shamefully divided by racial 
prejudice and discrimination!, but new impatience was evident both from young 
people and new nations over practices in the field of worship - a field 
which world theologians have felt was most ripe for ecumenical endeavcur." 

. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES SEND HELP 
TO SKOPJE EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - Through efforts coordinated by the WCC's Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee, and: World Service, the churches have sent immediate aid tc 
help in the relief of those who lost all their possessions in last week's. 
earthquake disaster at Skopje, Yugoslavia, 


This aid, sent by train and truck from Germany on behalf of the Protestant 
churches there, includes 35,000 food packets, 10,000 tins of food, 413 tents, 
2,500 camp beds, and 3,000 blankets, as well as 38 oil stoves and 78 spirit 
cookers. 
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The German churches have told the WCC that they are eager to ati | more 
material aid if it is needed. “: 


At the same time Church World Service, the relief agency of the Protestant, 
Episcopalian, and Orthodox churches in the USA, have flown in 3,000 blankets, 
35 military tents, and one million water purification tablets. Food and 
clothing held in stock in Yugoslavia by Church World Service there to meet 
emergency feeding and relief programmes, have also been released. 


Money has been given by the British Council of Churches, and the national 
councils of churches in Australia and New Zealand, to meet immediate needs. 
Collections are being made by Inter-Church Aid in Denmark on behalf of the 
victims. 


Mr. Harold H. Lund, the CWS representative in Belgrade, telephoned to Geneva 
on Tuesday, July 30, to say that sufficient relief had now reached Yugo- 
Slavia to take care of immediate needs. He added, however, that 130,000 
men, women, and children have been evacuated from the earthquake area into 
seven camps and for these people "massive aid" would probably be called for 
to assist their rehabilitation. 


Accordingly, the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service 
flew Mr. Christopher King, its secretary for Orthodox Countries and Churches, 
to Yugoslavia to consult with the Red Cross and church leaders there .on the. 
most suitable projects for the churches to undertake to ig EPS these people. 


Mr.. King is expected to return to Geneva early next week. EPS, Geneva 


CCIA HAILS MOSCOW AGREEMENT 


(Geneva) - Christians in the fellowship of the World Council of Churches, 
as well as all men of good will, hail in overwhelming numbers the initiall- 
ing of the. Moscow agreement to ban nuclear arms tests, says a statement 
issued here by the Churches! Commission on International Affairs (CCTA), an 
agency of the World Council of Churches. 


The statement, signed by CCIA's chairman, Sir Kenneth Grubb, and its 
director, Dr. 0.Frederick Nolde, says that the apr eeme nis Tea brought. "immense © 
relief and encouragement", but adds: 


"An inescapable responsibility rests upon the three governments to ratify 

the agreement in accordance with their respective constitutional or legal 
procedures. Failure to do so would be a betrayal of today's generation and 

of generations yet unborn, and those who might be disposed to obstruct 
ratification must reckon with a widespread criticism approaching condemnation." 


The statement says that.the conclusion of a treaty to cease nuclear weapons 
testing can help to relieve tensions, build greater confidence, reverse the 
armaments race, solve problems which threaten the peace, and in general 
promote better human relations. 


Por seven years the World Council of Churches and the Churches! Commission 
on International Affairs have pressed for a reliable treaty to bring 

nuclear weapons testing to a stop. When the Moscow Conference convened on 
July 15, CCTA's chairman and director sent a letter to the principals in 
which they said that the meeting might well be a turning point. They now 
believe that the initialling of the agreement, following the cordiality with 
which the deliberations were conducted, gives "substance to this hope", 


The full.text of the statement is given in oat Coe 2 to this issue.of EPS. 
EPS, Geneva 
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LOCAL CHURCHES CHARGED ITH 
HIDING FROM SOCIAL CONCERNS 


(Black Mountain, N.C. ) - The National Council of Churches! Peete annual 
Keumenical Institute here heard a strong criticism of -local churches which 
"hide behind the peaceful walls" of their buildings and "let the world pass 
by on the other side". , 


One speaker, the Rev. Will D. Campbell, director of the Southern Project of 
the NCC's Department of Racial and Cultural Relations, asserted that both 
northern and southern churches have joined the racial struggle "so late in 
the day they may find it difficult to convince the Negro community that they 
are sincere". | 


sponsored by the NCC's Southern Office, the institute was designed to. 
increase understanding and cooperation,among Christians in the ‘south. 


Mr. Campbell, one of the South's foremost race relations specialists, erwen 
delegates representing, 17 denominations to.work "soberly and quietly to 
reduce human indignity and mortal. danger. in. this most.serious crisis our. 
country has yet faced". 


He reminded them that the NCC ee ene tanad an emergency Commission 
on Religion and Race with authority to move at once in mobilizing the 
National Council's 41 member denominations in the nationwide struggle 7 OF 
equal rights. (See EPS No, 26) : 


The commission's programme, he said, will include attempting to "protect 
the lives and safety of Negroes trying to obtain their rights". He “also- 
said the commission is prepared to See aes in demonstrations ees and 
if necessary". a ce ae ; 


Mr. Campbell noted that the NCC's president, industrialist sy eh ca Miller 
of Columbus, Ind., was named by President eG to head the new Presiden 
tial’ Commission on Religion and Race. a, 


The Rev. Carl R. Key stressed that "there. riot any such ibe as a church 
if it isn't part and parcel of the community. Churches that try to dodge 
the many social concerns of the day are simply non-churches." 


He charged that ministers and church members arguing that the Bible supports 
segregation are "Simply not thinking logically". Such persons,,. he asserted, 
"are picking the Bible to pieces in a worse way than if asa vook apace). oF 
scissors and cut out all the pages they didn't like’. 


Seminar participants were prepared to return to their local churches and 
communities to work in accordance with NCC policies in seeking relief from 
racial tension and injustice in their home areas. | EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERANS STUDY THEOLOGY 
OF SOCIAL SERVICE 


(Stockholm, July 25) - The theory, practice, ee philosophy of the ponies ce 
social service programmes of the Lutheran churches are under examination by 
nearly 300 persons here. Convened for the Second Lutheran \iorld Conference 
on Social Responsibility, they will spend the next six days in studying: 
issues ranging from service to refugees to loneliness in mass ne re ae 


The delegates, who are-social septal Ape ES executives, administra- 
tors, educators, deaconesses, and others, come from 20 countries-of Asia, 
Africa, Europe, and North and South America, The largest delegations are 
from the USA, Sweden, and Germany. There is one delegate from the DDR and 
three each from Estonia and Latvia. 
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The conference is one of a series of preliminary meetings being held in 
Scandinavia in connection with the Lutheran World Assembly which opens on 
July 30 in Helsinki, Finland. It is being sponsored by the LWF Commission 
on Inner Missions. The chairman is the Rt. Rev. Willy Westergaard-Masden, 
Bishop of Copenhagen. 


In the opening plenary session tonight Professor Ragnar Bring of the Uni- 
versity of Lund, Sweden, -.: said that contemporary man can get a 
proper understanding of Hanseit in relation to God and to his fellowmen only 
if he has a "saving faith". 


It was Luther's great discovery, he added, that this saving faith is always 
a "serving faith" and is "always active. 


"Tt is always serving. It is both saving and serving because it always 
opens itself and receives Christ and then it receives His merit, His atone- 
ment, His mercy, His love. But then it also receives His active force of 
serving." 


It is the task of the Lutheran churches, he concluded, to share this "very 
dear heritage" of Luther's discovery with other Christian churches, just as 
"we can be quite open to listen and learn from what other confessions may 

give us", EPS, Geneva 


1,530 YOUNG PHOPLE DISCUSS ROLE 
OF YOUTH IN ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


(Lafayette, Ind.) - Church youth's role in the ecumenical movement was 
uppermost in the minds of some 1,530 delegates attending the week-long 
First North American Reformed and Presbyterian Youth Assembly at Purdue 
University here. 


Delegates represented eight denominations in the USA and Canada. Also 
attending were 37 youths from Presbyterian bodies in Britain, and three 
Roman Catholic observers, students at Purdue, selected to attend by Catholic 
Bishop John J. Carberry of Lafayette. . 


Seventeen high school students who have been spending the past year in the 
USA under the International Christian Youth Exchange programme also were 
present. They came from Iceland, New Zealand, Germany, Switzerland, Holland, 
Sweden, Norway, Pinland, Ethiopia, and Congo. 


In a lecture, Dr. Lewis S. Mudge, chaplain at Amherst (Mass. +) College, ! 
declared that renewal of the churches must come before they can come toget- 
her in the ecumenical movement. 


"Tf renewal comes first there comes an awareness that we must become one", 
he said. "As we begin to study what Christian faith means, we see we are 
not as far away from our fellow Christians as we thought. But we also see 
that we are all further away from God's will than we had thought." 


Denominations represented by official delegates were the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, Cumberland Presbyterian Church, Hungarian Reformed 
Church in America, Presbyterian Church in Canada, Presbyterian Church in the 
US (Southern), Reformed Church in America, United Church of Christ and 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


The assembly ended with a Communion service, Celebrants were Dr. Marcel 
Pradervand of Geneva, WPA general secretary, and Dr. John H. Leith of Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. » BPS, Geneva 
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GREATER CHRISTIAN EFFORT URGED 
TOWARD 'BEARABLE CO-EXISTENCE! 


(Dortmund, Germany) - A plea for increasedChristian effort toward "a really 
bearable co-existence of people throughout the world" was made here at 
Opening sessions of the llth German Evangelical Church Day (Kirchentag) 
Congress, 


The rally started with open-air services attended by about 50,000 on 
Dortmund's market square. 


Dr. Reinhold von Thadden-Trieglaff, president of the Church Day Movement, 
delievered the opening address, which stressed growing world-wide Christian 
unity and at the same time noted that for the first time in the history of 
the rally Soviet Zone Christians were not able to attend. 


"While we painfully miss them", Dr. von Thadden-Trieglaff said, "we renounce 
the temptation to voice only our sorrow and accusation, 


"We must not for one Single moment ban from our consciousness the proper 


causes of this anomaly which, after all, is essentially connected with our 
joint all-German responsibility for the 1945 catastrophe and all of its 
consequences, 


"West Germans, too, have still to set many things right", he added. 


Increasing cooperation between Protestants and Catholics in Germany was 
marked at the opening of the rally as Catholic churchbells joined those of 
Evangelical churches in heralding the event, 


For the first time a Roman Catholic was scheduled to speak at the rally, 
He is Father Bernhard Hanssler of Bad Godesberg, ecclesiastical director 
of the Central Committee of German Catholics. ' 


A message of greeting from East German Protestant bishops and parishes was 
read. It said that in all Bast German Protestant services intercessions 
would be made as a sign of Spiritual unity with the rally. Prayers for 
peace, the preservation of persecuted Christians and Spreading of. the Gospel 
closed the service. The collection was designated for church reconstruction 
in: Dresden. EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH VISITING CORFU LAUDS 
GOOD ORTHODOX-CATHOLIC RELATIONS 


(Corfu, Greece) - Patriarch Athenagoras of Istanbul, supreme leader of 
Kastern Orthodoxy, lauded here the "good relations" he found between Greek 
-Orthodox and Roman Catholics on the island of Corfu. 


He also congratulated Orthodox Metropolitan Methiodos and Catholic Arch- 
bishop Antonio Varthalitis, both of Corfu, for their leadership in maintain- 
ing this relationship. 


The Patriarch, who was on an extended tour of Greece after attending the 
1,000th anniversary celebrations on Mount Athos, was greeted warmly on his 
arrival here from Crete. Both Metropolitan Methodios and Archbishop 
Varthalitis were among religious and civic leaders who welcomed hin. 


Some 2,000 persons lined the streets to cheer the Patriarch en route to 
the Orthodox Cathedral of Kerkira where a Te Deum was sung in his honour, 
Offices and shops were closed and church bells pealed as he proceeded to 
the cathedral. EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD BAPTIST YOUTH 
MEET IN BEIRUT 


(Beirut, Lebanon) - About 3,000 young people and youth leaders from 52 
nations met here, July 15-21, for the sixth Baptist Youth World Congress... 
Sponsored by the Baptist World Alliance, the programme was arranged by an 
international committee headed by Bruce Neal of Toronto, Canada. 


Two thousand young people from the USA registered for the conference as well 
as 216 from Scandinavian countries, 108 from Great Britain, 86 from Germany, 
and 46 from Australia. Three youths from the USSR were present, 


One young man, Peter A. Thompson, aged 23, hitch-hiked from his home in 
Christchurch, New Zealand. The trip took him nearly four months and cost 
£100 (280), spent on airplane fares across the ocean to Singapore. He met 
his other expenses by selling souvenirs. He usually slept on temple floors. 
EPS, Geneva 


FIRST LETTER OF PETER IN SPANISH 
LAUNCHiS NEW BIBLE CAMPAIGN 


(New York) - American Bible Society participation in a new worldwide effort 
to triple Scripture distribution in the next three years has been launched 
with the publication of a pocket-size Spanish edition of the First Letter 
of Peter for distribution throughout Latin America and to Spanish-speaking 
residents of the United States. 


Dr. Laton E. Holmgren, a general secretary of the ABS, says that a first 
printing of 500,000 copies of the new publication, entitled San Pedro Dice, 
has been prepared. He described it as "attractive, modern" and with "clear 
language and striking illustrations intended to catch the attention and 
hold the interest of anyone who speaks Spanish". 


Another ABS "paper-back" issued as part of the campaign is entitled One Way 
for Modern Man. This is the Gospel according to John in the translation 
made by J.B. Phillips and is illustrated with photographs of American life 
today. BPS, Geneva 


SPANISH PROTESTANTS AID 
ANGLICAN FARM SCHOOL IN UGANDA 


(Madrid) - Joint collections taken up by the Spanish Evangelical Church and 
the Episcopal Reformed Church in Spain have raised $550 which they have. 
sent, through the World Council of Churches, to the Gulu Farm School, Uganda. 


This project, listed by the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service for support from the churches, is administered by the Anglican 
Church in Uganda. It provides 120 young Africans with three-year courses 

in agriculture, with a further year's “on-training" in establishing them 

on their -own farms under guidance and assistance. 


Another joint collection was made by both churches at Pentecost on behalf 
of the Christian Missions Church in Belgium. | EPS, Geneva 


No. 29 - 2nd August, 1963 Teme ey S| 


ee CATHOLICS CONTRIBUTE ($20,000 . 
TO REBUILD FIRU-RAVA LGD ANGLICAN CHURCH 


(Valleyfiela, Que.) - What Canada's Governor-General Maj.~ bsg eee P, 
Vanier called "a memorable manifestation of Christian brotherhood", reached 
its climax here with the oie aaaaaeans: of the rebuilt ‘St. epeaihs Anglican 
church. % | 


More. than ‘120,000 of the \140, 000 it t66k to rebuild tHe pares ravaged church 
was enceD. ated by. French-speaking Roman Catholics, 


Many who attended the dedication rites were Catholics and prominent among 
them was Mgr, Jean Cadieux, rector of the Roman Catholic cathedral. He made 
the appeal from. bis. pulpit that resulted in Catholic aid to the Anglicans. 


Mgr. Cadieux was accompanied by Father Omer Tessier, assistant rector of 
Valleyfield's Catholic seminary. | 


"We could not have done it without the help of our French gas ene 
said a member of St. Mark's. 


St. Mark!s rector, the Rev. John B. Hall, Ae received this message from 
Maj.-Gen. Vanier, the Queen's representative in Canada: “In the reconstruc- 
tion of St. Mark's we have seen a memorable manifestation of Christian 
brotherhood and national unity, which is an example to all Canadians." 

EPS, Geneva 


FORD FOUNDATION GIVES ¥204,000 FOR CLERGY 
SEMINARS IN i:CONOMICS, URBAN PROBLEMS 


(New York) - Two grants totalling $204,000 were made by the Ford Foundation 
here for clergy seminars and workshops in economics and urban problems. 


Largest of the grants, $150,000, went to the Clergy Economic Education 
Foundation in Lafayette, Ind., for expansion of its economic workshops. 
The National Council of Churches received $54,000 for a series of seminars 
on urban problems. Both projects are open to clergymen of all faiths. 


The clergy foundation in Lafayette has been sponsoring economic workshops 
in ten states since its organization in 1959. Under the Ford grant these 
workshops will be expanded to about 15 additional states over the next 
three years. The (150,000 grant must be matched dollar for dollar from 
other sources. 


The NCC urban seminaries will be organized by the interdenominational 

Council's Department of the Urban Church and are expected to start in the 
fall of next year. They will be taught by faculty members of cooperating 
urban colleges and universities. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


A record $99,262,431 was contributed to all causes in 1962 by the members 
of the Presbyterian Church in the US (Southern) reports the denomination's 
General Council. This was equal to $106.96 from each member. Key Biscayne 
Presbyterian church, Miami, Florida, led all other congregations with an 
average of {$3610.97 from its 185 members, 


Spe ee Oar 


No. 29 - 2nd August, 1963 Uy ea 


The Rev. Brian J.H. de Saram has been appointed Africa Seoretary of the 
Church Missionary Society in the place of Canon J.V. Taylor, who becomes 
CMS General Secretary on September l. 


ATs Fae a Oe Os 


Discussions have begun with a view to the amalgamation of the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel and the Universities! Mission to Central 
Africa, both Anglican missionary bodies. The two societies have authorized 
their staffs to discuss together the administrative problems involved. 


* * * 
Mr. Peter Day, editor and general manager of The Living Church, unofficial 


Protestant. Episcopal weekly in the USA, has been appointed first ecumenical 
officer of the Protestant Episcopal Church's National Council. 


* %* * . 
The Orthodox Church in Rumania has 8,568 parishes served by more than 9,400 


ministers in its five metropolitan dioceses and seven bishoprics, says a new 
brochure which the church has published. EPS, Geneva 
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Appendix 1 


Summarized below are outstanding points made in the reports from the 
five Sections meetings at the WCC Faith and Order Conference, which met in 
Montreal, Canada, July 12-26. These repurts are to be submitted to the 
woC's member churches for study and to its Faith and Order Commission "for 
appropriate action": 


The Church 


Section I, dealing with "The Church in the Purpose of God", asked for 
a theological study of Christ's lordship over the world. "We are agreed. 
that the grace and power of God is to be found in and received from the 
world of man outside the Church and in non-human creation", the report 
noted, but the section was not agreed on whether these rants could be 
Bea sd "works of Christ". 


In discussing the relationship of the churches to the Chureh, the 
report noted that "each church or congregation gathered for the Lcd aaenter 
of the Word and the ole ies ee) of the Eucharist is a manifestation of the 
whole Catholic Church..." 


Such a definition refers to local congregations rather than to denomi- 
national groupings, apnout which no such consensus was possible. "Organi- 
zational structures will always be necessary", said the report; "at the 
same time we affirm that the unity of the Church is to be found not only 
in the merger of denominational structures but even more profoundly in the 
koinonia cf true eucharistic worship, where the whole Catholic Church is 
manifested". 


This is true even though it is currently impossible to agree on "a 
definition of what constitutes this true eucharistic worship, and therefore 
to agree about pease Aer Sa a communities may be regarded as pans kath Wares 
of the one Church. 


The report noted the impact on the churches of the dominance of 
scientific and historical modes of thought, of the emergence cf powerful 
secularist ideologies and of the resurgence of non-Christian religions and 
commented that these facts "have not been sufficiently taken inte account 
in the ecumenical dialogue". 


The point was made that "member churches attach various meanings to 
the World Council..." according to their different traditions, doctrines, 
and viewpoints concerning the nature of the Church. Thus, the section does 
not attempt to give a "definitive answer" to the question cf this relation- 
Ship. It does observe: "The eoumenical movement is clearly larger than 
‘the Council... The Council is neither the fulfilm-nt of the hope cf unity, 
nor merely. an instrument of cooperation... The Council is nct the a ees ¢ 
it is not seeking to be a church or the Church. 


"The Council gratefully acknowledges that in sustained fellowship it 
has received something new, namely, an enrichment of our Christian existence 
and a new vision of our common Christian task in the world. 


"Further study (of this question) is necessary." 
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Scripture and Tradition 


In the report from Section II churches are asked to re-examine their 
own educational materials in the light of the ecumenical movement. This 
report proposes that four questions be addressed to the churches: 


"]), What statements of ecumenical intention has your church issued? 
What are the ecumenical commitments which your church has undertaken? How 
are these intentions and commitments reflected in your educational materials, 
e.g. catechisms which are teaching instruments, Sunday school lessons and 
text books? 


"2, If your church has entered into fellowship with other churches in 
the WCC or is engaged in conversations with other churches, how is this fact 
reflected? 


"%3,. How are the other Christian bodies described in your educational 
materials? Is the description accurate and fair? Would the other 
churches recognize themselves in the picture you draw of them? 


"A, What proportion of time is spent on teaching our common faith and 
our common history as Christians, and what proportion on teaching that 
history and doctrine which distinguishes your church from other churches?" 


The section suggested that the Faith and Order Department and the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches initiate such a study with the 
cooperation of the World Council of Christian Education, national and 
regional councils of churches and such Roman Catholics as seems possible 
and desirable. It was felt that the study should be carried on inter-. 
denominationally to ensure fairness and accuracy and should include an 
academic research project or projects. 


The section also recommended that the churches be encouraged to train 
their clergy in close acquaintance with the original biblical languages 
(such as Greek and Aramaic) to make easier common terminology in ecumenical 
dialogue. 


Pointing out that the question of scripture and eredition has risen 
during Protestant-Catholic polemics, the report noted that many reasons ncw 
called for a re-examination of the subject. 


The Ministry 


Churches faced with rapidly changing situations are struggling to find 
forms of the ministry relevant to their situation, reported Section III, 
and added that this should be done "not by abandoning traditional forms of 
the special ministry" but by seeking vo have a diversity and te ees 
such as that of the New Testament and the early Church. 


It observed that in many parts of Asia and Africa traditional. forms: of 
the ministry have been preserved "in their institutional rigidity". Ccngre- 
gations who could not support a minister along the Western lines of a paid, 
ordained, and specially educated man were often left without sacramental 
life. a te 


"The Church has appeared as an institution c-ntred ina building rather 
than as a company moving out into the world", the report asserted. | 
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-The members of the section called on the World Council of Churches to 
set up a special study commission on "Christ and the Ministry". It asked 
that the study take account of the section's work particularly in seeking 
to understand the work of ‘the ordained ministry within the larger context 
of the cnrporate ministry "of the whole people of God" and of the work done 
by the Council's Departments of Laity and Evangelism. 


The section urged a study on women in the ministry and ministries, a 
subject on which churches of different traditions vary sharply. "Tt. Ls GL 
great importance to ensure that there should be a real ecumenical dialogue 
on the subject." The study would include church law and practice, biblical 
and doctrinal examination, and sociological and psychological factors. 


Worship 


The report from Section IV suggests that arrangements be made within 
the programme of future ecumenical gatherings for a communion service 
according to the liturgy of a church which cannot conscientiously offer an 
invitation to members ‘of other churches to partake of the elements. Such 
a service should be accompanied by an invitation to all conference partici- 
pants to be present as worshippers even though they are not invited to 
_ partake... 


In plenary session a motion to delete this recommendation was made by 
the Rev. W.0. Fennell, a representative of the United Church of Canada, who 
argued that it would only heighten division among the churches, if ‘fellow 
Christians’ were invited to attend a service in which they could not parti- 
cipate. The motion was seconded by the Rev. I.0.A. Ude of the Presbyterian 
Church of Nigeria, who remarked: "It would be like inviting someone to your 
home and telling him to read a book while the family ate." 


The motion was rejected after several participants strongly urged that 
the recommendation was a true representation of the situation which now. - 
exists in the churches. The vote to retain the clause was 118 to 5l. 


Prof. Roger Mehl of the University of Strasbourg, France, was among 
those who said that "the paradox and scandal of our division" should be 
faced courageously and humbly when ecumenical conferences were being 
arranged. 


The report also recommended that the printed programmes of future 
ecumenical meetings make it clear that "there are at present within the 
fellowship of the WCC unresolved differences of Eucharistic theology and 
practice", 


It: further dicneated that a service of naan ae be held and thet 
the following points be stressed: 1) sorrow for the divisions of Christen- 
dom and for their continuance; 2) the unity in Christ given and experienced 
within. the World Council, of Churches, and 3) the responsibility of all to 
pray. and work for a. fuller manifestation of this unity... * 


The section hailed the current "rediscovery of chavetian worship" as 
one of the "many blessings of the ecumenical movement", It noted that 
evidence of this fact is seen in the growth of the liturgical movement in 
almost all Christian traditions. 
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"We believe that Christian worship is deeply relevant for the daily 
life of men in this present age", it said. "At the same time, we realize 
that the liturgical forms and language of the churches, including that of 
preaching, are everywhere in need of transformation." 


The report noted that today worship is celebrated in a world which is. 
"deeply troubled", yet "brilliant in technological achievement". It 
therefore called upon the churches to consider whether their liturgical 
language, images, and symbols are updeque rely intelligible to the modern 
mind. 


"They might also inquire whether language of the preached Word help-. 
fully illuminates the heritage of Christian faith in an idiom comprehensible 
to contemporary man", it said. 


Races and Denominations 


Racial prejudice denies the dignity of man and stultifies the mission 
of the Church, says the section report on "All in Each Place: The Process 
of Growing Together". 


This says: "We are shamefully divided by racial prejudice and dis- 
crimination. This denies the dignity of man, subverts our unity in Christ, 
and defeats the mission of the Church... In Christ there is no defence or 
excuse for the wilful continuation of racially. exclusive groups, ‘church 
meetings, and fellowships. We therefore call upon Christians in their 
local churches to show the marks of Christian discipleship whatever the 
cost." 


Another paragraph notes ‘that "God does: not ask the sex of a person or 
the colour of his skin, or his social class, or the economic status he 
holds, or his language or his political affiliation, or his denomination, 
befcre He acknowledges that same man as His own creation...!! 


The group also found that while "denominations have been instrumental 
in developing fresh insights into Christian truth with new modes of worship, 
fellowship and service.,..the denominational system cannot be regarded as an 
essential form of church life in the same way as the congregation is 
essential. | 


"Denominational fragmentation", the report stated, "distorts the true 
nature of the Church and obstructs the communication of the gospel". 


The importance of the local congregation was underlined in the intro- 
duction to the report. "By the local congregation, we mean the local 
fellowship of Christians gathered for the hearing of the Word and the 
celebration of the Lord's Supper according to Christ's ordinance." 


The contemporary ecumenical situation, the report noted, "places upon 
individual congregations, the whole company of Christians in each place, 
new obligations...to pray and work constantly for the day when all Christians 
in each place can come together freely in common sheekaiioes and at the Lord's 
table". Te ghee & cra: y EPS, Geneva 
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Appendix 2 


C.C.1.A. HATLS MOSCOW AGREEMENT 


(Geneva, Friday, July 26 1963) - The following is the full 
text of a statement issued here today by the Churches! 
Commission on International. Affairs. 


The Moscow Conference may well be a turning point. In 
a letter to the principals of the Conference as they convened 
at Moscow on 15 July 1963, the Chairman and the Director of 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, an 
agency of the World Council of Churches , thus appraised its: 
potential significance. 


The initialineg of the agreement to cease tests in the 
atmosphere, outer space, and underwater, following the 
deliberations conducted in a climate of cordiality, gives 
substance to this hope. Christians in the fellowship of the 
World Council of Churches, as well as. alll men of good will, 
hail in overwhelming numbers the Moscow action and have . 
experienced relief and encouragement. 


An inescapable responsibility rests upon the three 
governments to ratify the agreement in accordance with their 
respective constitutional or legal procedures. Failure to 
do so’would be a betrayal of today's generation and of 
generations yet unborn, and those who might be disposed to 
obstruct ratification must reckon with a widespread criticism 
approaching condemnation. 


For some seven years the World Council of Churches and 
the C.C.I.A. have pressed for a reliable treaty to bring 
nuclear weapons testing to a stop. In 1957 at a time of 
considerable public uncertainty the C.C.I.A. Executive 
Committee held that there is a risk for the sake of peace 
which Christians, especially in countries projecting tests of 
nuclear weapons, are justified in advocating in the hope of 
breaking through barriers: of distrust. They can urge their 
government to declare their resolve to forego tests for a 
trial period in the hope that others will do the same. A new 
confidence Would be born and foundations laid for reliable 
agreements . 


Mecting at Buenos Aires in 1960 the Executive Committee 


of the World Council of Churches stated: "we urge the governs, 


ments concerned to continuc to commit themselves. to the 


‘com 


objective of a comprehensive treaty which will include the 
cessation of all forms of nuclear weapons testing in the 
atmosphere, space, underwater, and underground. This 
commitment will become more meaningful when it is uniformly 
supported in each government and fortified by an informed 
and vocal public opinion." 


“"In order to honour such a commitment, we believe that 
governments should demonstrate their readiness promptly to 
negotiate a treaty covering all forms of testing which car 
now be detected. These would apparently include the larger 
underground explosions as wcll as those in atmosphere, 
Space and underwater." 


"Yet this is not enough. A formal agrcement ought 
also to be concluded to ban the underground testing of 
smaller nuclear weapons at least for a specified period 
of time on condition that arrangements be made for inter. 
national cooperation in devising more adequate means of 
detection and for international inspection of explosions 
for peaceful purposes." 


"The concessions which will thus be required of both 
Sides are, in our judgement, justifiable and imperative if 
man is to act responsibly in this nuclear space age." 


While keeping the formal positions abreast with the 
changing scientific and political circumstances, C.C.1.A. 
Officers have on numerous occasions conferred with 
delegates and members of the Secretariat at the United . 
Nations as well as at the Geneva Conference on the ces- 
sation of testing, the meeting of the Committee of Ten on 
disarmament, and the Conference of the Eighteen Nation 
committee. They not only have communicated the position 
of their commission and of the World Council, but in 
reflecting the concern and the hope of millions of people 
around the world, have also sought to encourage unfailing 
patience and to share tough burdens with those responsible 
for negotiation and decision. 


The conclusion of a treaty to cease nuclear weapons 
testing can prove to be an important first step. . It can 
help to relieve tensions, build greater confidence, reverse 
the armaments race, solve problems which threaten the peace, 
and in general promote better international relations. The 
trend is almost as important as the immediate result. 


The statement is signed by Sir Kenneth Grubb, 
Chaimmen, and Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, Director, Churches! 
Cyvrvission on International Affairs. 
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LUTHERAN RELATIONS TO OTHER CHRISTIANS 
HIGHLIGHTED AT LWF ASSEMBLY 


(Helsinki) - Lutheran Churches are "prepared in spirit to reach out to 
brethren everywhere in a search for the fuller oneness of all who call 
Christ Lord in the midst of a hostile world", Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, presi- 
dent of the Lutheran World Federation, has told the organization's Fourth 
Assembly now in session here. 


The assembly has brought together representatives of 52 million of the | 
world's 72 million Lutherans to examine Martin Luther's doctrine of "justi- 
fication by faith" and relate basic Lutheran beliefs to modern issues, 


Besides representatives from many international church organizations, the 
Roman Catholic Church sent two official observers. 


Dr. Fry spoke in his address of the role of international Lutheranism in 
helping "stronger churches to undergird the weak" in a time when "the isola- 
tion of churches from one another is hopelessly outdated by the rapid 
currents of history. 


"We Lutherans, more frequently than we like to admit, when we are left alone, 
have had an unhappy faculty to live too much to ourselves if not for our- 
selves. We are in Helsinki consciously as a part of the Church of God. We 
make no pretence to be the whole of it. We should do violence both to our 
fathers and to ourselves if we were to do so, for they designed the noble 
expositions of the Word of God to which we hold, not to be partisan docu- 
ments but as ecumenical confessions." 
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Removing barriers 


The President of Finland, Dr. Urho Kekkonen, told the Assembly that barriers 
separating the world today can be more quickly removed through an "ethical 
belief in the fundamental value of all human beings" than through fear of 
nuclear destruction. 


Dr. Kekkonen, a member of the established Lutheran Church of Finland, 

urged that those with different outlooks should be treated as human beings 
and neighbours rather than as enemies and rivals. "That is what we must 
learn", he said, "if we, the human race, wish to avoid fatal disruptions and 
the ravages of nuclear war." 


Another speaker, Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen, executive secretary of the LWF, 
said that Lutheranism has unlimited ecumenical responsibilities, and added: 


"The Foundation for Inter-confessional Research, which we hope to establish 
at this assembly, will help stimulate an even greater development of the 
universal aspects of the Lutheran confession. By joining together in the 
LWF, the member churches had given expression to the world-wide dimension 
of their common mission." | | | | 


11 new member churches. 


Bight African and three European churches, with a combined membership of 

more than 1,600,000, were received by the assembly into the Federation, 

_The African ehurahes admitted to membership are located in Uthiopia (two), 
South Africa (two), Tanganyika (two), Southern Rhodesia and South-West Africa. 


The new European members are the Lutheran Churches of the Latvian and. 
Estonian Soviet Socialist Republics of the USSR and the Church of Eutin in’ 
Germany. The acceptance of the 11 new member churches raised the Federa- 

tion's roster to 73 chureh bodies in 38 countries. 


The LWF Executive Committee. has appointed three dai eestes observers to repre- 
sent the Federation at the Vatican Council. They are Dr. Kristan-Ejnar Skyds- 
gaard, professor of Systematic Theology at Copenhagen University, Dr. George 
A. Linabeck, the Federation's inter-confessional research professor, and 

ee Vilmos Vajta, director of the LWF Department of Theology in Geneva... 


At a service to mark the opening of the assembly, - the collection of $1, 200 
received from delegates and visitors was given to assist those who had lost 
their possessions in the earthquake at Skopje, Yugoslavia... EPS, Geneva 


IMPORTANCE OF VATICAN COUNCIL 
STRESSED AT PRESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE MBETING 


(Princeton, N.J.’) - Impressions of tho "historical Tyoeukmaial of the 
Second Vatican Council have been strengthened in the months since its first 
session ended, the annual. meeting of the Executive Committee of the World’ 
Alliance of Reformed Churches (World Presbyterian Alliance ) was told here. 


A noteworthy development, said Dr. James Hastings Nichols of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, has been the extent of participation in "“intercon- 
fessional meetings" by American Catholic bishops who were "not conspacnouse 
in ecumenical activity prior to the Couneil. 


Dr. Nichols, one of three official Alliance observers at the first session 

of the Council, predicted that a draft report on religious liberty prepared 
‘by the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity would probably go 

"well beyond where the church has hitherto been willing to go". 


No. 30 - 9th August, 1963 3 


In the current ecumenical atmosphere "many people seem to forget that the 
main issues between Rome and the churches of the Reformation have not yet 
been solved", the general secretary of the Alliance, Dr. Marcel Pradervand, 
told the Executive Committee. ; 


Ho called the problem of unity "one of the major problems facing all the 
Christian churches" and emphasized that "true unity can only be the fruit 
of renewal". 


The core problem in ecumenical relationships does not lie within the fellow- 
Ship of the World Council of Churches, Dr. Pradervand said, but exists 
between the Roman Catholic Church and churches of the Reformation. 


"In the interests of the whole Christian Church", he said, "we have to 
emphasize why we stand today as Reformed Christians. 


"This is necessary for the younger churches as well as for the churches of 
Hurope and North America, as all of our younger churches will have to open 
a dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church in their countries. 


Ne believe that the Alliance can help them to see more clearly the issues 
involved in such a dialogue and to speak intelligently to our Roman brethren." 


Two new member churches were admitted to Alliance membership. They were the 
Evangelical Church of Iran and the Synod of the Nile of the Coptic Evangeli- 
cal Church. The Alliance now has 90 member churches with a constituent 
membership of 48,000,000 in 54 countries, 


The Alliance has announced that its three delegate-observers to the Seacnd 
Vatican Council in September will be Pastor Hébert Roux (Reformed Church of 
France), Prof. Robert McAfee Brown (United Presbyterian Church, USA), and 
the Rev. Angus W. Morrison (Church of Scotland). Prof. V. Subilia, of the 
Waldensian Church of Italy, will continue to serve as substitute observer 
as need arises. 


Pastor Roux was present at the first session. Prof. Brown replaces Prof. 
James H. Nichols, and Mr. Morrison replaces the Rev. Douglas Shaw cf 
Edinburgh. EPS, Geneva 


BUB AND. METHODIST COMMISSIONS 
AUTHORIZE "PLAN OF UNION" DRAFT 


Another step toward the proposed union of the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church and The Methodist Church was taken by leaders of the two denomina- 
tions in Chicago, USA, July 3-4. 


The executive committees of the commissions on union of both churches in 
joint session authorized a complete draft of a plan of union. This will 
first be studied and perfected, then proposed to the top governing bodies 
of the two denominations for legislative action. 


Charles C. Parlin, New York attorney and secretary of the Methodist Commis- 


sion on Church Union, was made chairman of the drafting group. 
EPS, Geneva 
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MANY CHURCHES SUPPORT WCC'S ;:500,000 REHOUSING 
PROJECT FOR SKOPJE HARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - Jithin three days of launching its appeal for a minimum of 
$500,000 to build houses for the survivors of the earthquake at Skopje, 
Yugoslavia, the World Council of Churches has received provisional commit- 
ments, totalling $330,000, trem churches in Australia, Britain, Denmark, 
Germany, Holland, New Zealand, and the UsA Churches in other countries are 
asking their members to support the tn a 


In a letter to the WCC, the Serbian Patriarch in Yugoslavia has said that he 
has asked.the clergy and believers in the country and elsewhere to help the 
needy and added: "We respectfully ask you to make an appeal to all the 
organizations throughout the world that their assistance may bring aid 

to the distressed inhabitants of the city of Skopje." 


The World Council is hoping to provide about 100 prefabricated houses to be 
known as the "churches! sector" at Kozle, a new suburb which is being 
planned for the wrecked city. They are needed before the onset of winter. 


Help may be needed at a later stage for the reconstruction of churches 
destroyed in the disaster. 7 


The plan for a “churches! sector" has been worked out by Christopher King, 
the WCC secretary for Orthodox Churches and Countries, and Harald Lund, 
Church World Service and Iutheran World Relief representative in Yugoslavia, 
in consultation with the churches, the Red Cross, and the government 
authorities. 


The WCC has requested that Mr. Lund should act as coordinator for the pro- 
ject, on top of his ongoing programmes, and his parent organizations are 
being asked to authorize this. 


Christopher King, who has now returned to Geneva from Skopje, reports that 
very rarely is a building to be seen that is still structurally sound and 
is safe to enter, aud even then it may have all its windows broken and 
show signs of damage. ; 


"Tn courtyards, under trees in the parks, on every green space webate are 
camping with beds, tables, and cooking stoves out in the open. Not many 
have tents, but most have Ba some kind of shelter from the sun out 
of pieces of board or tarpaulin, 


"More thant,CO0dead have already been:found", he reports, "but it is 
expected that the final death-roll will be more than 2,000. There are 3,350 
injured; and of the 435,000 dwellings, only 9,600 can be repaired. The 
immediate task is to provide shelter before the winter for the 120, 000 to 
130,000 people who must remain in the city for the first two years of Re a 
reconstruction period. 


"Al1 the authorities of Church and State were impressed that representatives 
of the churches had come to see Skopje for themselves, We were convinced 
that a project for aid in this emergency is greatly needed, would be 
effectively and speedily implemented by the authorities, and would be known 
to be a gift of the churches of the world working with the Orthodox Church 
of the country." EPS, Geneva 
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MONTREAL: WHAT THE PAPERS SAY 


Press comments on the work of the Fourth World Conference on Faith and 
Order held at Montreal, 12-26 July, are still abundant. 


Many Roman Catholic papers in particular analyse the work of the Montreal 
conference and try to set out some of its essential implications. One, the 
French daily, La Croix, is publishing a series of articles by its director, 
Father Antoine Wenger. 


In spite of many differences, Montreal reminds Father Wenger in some ways 
of the work of the Vatican Council. "The Similarity does not consist only 
in the themes studied. In many cases there has also been a similar 
approach to these questions, often an astonishing kinship of language, 
sometimes surprising coincidences in the solutions proposed. In Montreal, 
as in Rome, both were led by a double faithfulness: faithfulness to Christ 
who speaks to us through the Scriptures, and faithfulness to the world to 
which Christ sends us and which speaks to us through the events of daily 
life," 


The role of Orthodox delegates 


One of the points which Father Wenger underlines is the role played.in s) 
Montreal by the Orthodox delegates. After noting that for the first time 
Orthodox representatives had come "in force" to a Faith and Order conferonce 
and recognized "the exemplary value" of the role of Orthodoxy, Father 
Wenger concludes that "with regard to Orthodox theology, Protestants showed 
an unfailing sympathy, but it was difficult for them generally to follow it 
all the way through. The intervention of Orthodox theology has very often 
acted as a brake preventing further elaboration of common theses. In that 
sense it has been possible to speak of failure or dead end in relation to 
some debates. But from our point of view such failures have something 
salutary since the firmness of the Orthodox leads Protestants to reconsider 
some positions which look more like particular confessional traditions than 
like an expression of the tradition understood in the Orthodox way." 


The Roman Catholic participation 


Regarding the participation of Roman Catholic observers, Father Wenger notes 
"a significant difference" from all previous ecumenical meetings; at 
Montreal, indeed, "at least in the work of sections, Roman Catholic observers 
were consulted to present if need be the Catholic point of view on the ques- 
tions discussed. . .more than once it happened. . .that an incorrect formu- 
lation of Catholic doctrine. . .was corrected after a presentation of the 
Roman Catholic Church's point of view by a Catholic observer". 


In Le Courrier de Genéve, a Catholic daily, Father Raymond Bréchet also 
notes the meaning of Catholic participation in Montreal: "Men of all con- 
fessions sometimes disagreeing sharply have never fallen into rabies 
theologorum (theological rabies), . .for they did not try to defeat the 
other (the adversary), but to discover with the other (a brother) the mean- 
ing of the word which the Lord gave to that conference. That was simply a 
word of unity in Christ." 


The Tradition 


Many commentators underlined the importance of the debates on Tradition. 
Miss Mary Hornaday, of the American daily Christian Science Monitor, writes: 
"One of the positive achievements of the two-week gathering. .« .was the 
launching of a study of Tradition which in ecumenical terms means ‘tno 
Gospel itself, transmitted from generation to generation in and by the 
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the Church. . . In this major world religious study the churches will “not 
only re-examine their own doctrines and customs but will look into. those. of 
other churches on which they have long bcon oa ls ihe CE ea ea 


In the French daily, le Monde, M, Henri Fesquet also stresses chs "Protes- 
tant churches are in process of reconsidering their position" with regard.to 
the Tradition by giving it "a verry remarkable new importance", 


The British Anglican weekly Courch Times notes: "The most remarkable out- 
come of this conference may weli turn out to be the agreement which has been 
reached on the “Importance, or Tract tion... Naturally, tie argument mus t. 
continue on the practical difficulty of disentangling particular traditions 
which are ‘merely transient and secondary from those which are true parts of 
the universal faith. But the Montreel agreement holds out ‘hopes that one 
apple of discord has been removed from the ecumenical orchard." 


Time magazine, USA weekly, pointed out that though the conclusions reached 
at Montreal may be tentative, nevertheless Faith and Order conferences rank 
among the landmarks of "the ecumenical ceniury", because all had created a 
Climate of opinion in which serious talk about Christian unity becomes 
possible, The periodical added; gaits 


"The fourth conference proved more ecumenical and less sci e Wh Maar ae 2 
than ever. Much of the talk at the conference was devoted to the way 
‘Tradition has shaped man's interpretatio on of the Bible." EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC’ ARCHBISHOP ASKS COMMON 
BIBLE IN ADDRESSING METIUODISTS 


(Lake Junaluska, N.C. ) = Roman Catholic Archbishop Paul J.-Hallinan of 
Atlanta, Ga., puroae Sper the World Methodist Council's conference on 
"Methodism in an Ecumenical Age" here, made a Bune plea for the use cf a 
common Bible by Protestants and Catholics.. : 


"We would all rejoice if out of tne world Kt akieee of Protestants and 
Catholi¢cs there were to emerge the commitment to work on the production cf 
a common Bible", the archbishop said. He was the first Catholic prelate to 
speak before’ a iorla Methodist Council meeting. 


Archbishop Hallinan referred to his appearance here’ as "a sign of our times, 
“of this brave new world of the ecumenical impulse.’ It is a blessed. sign cf 
this ‘age that the bravery no longer lies in your inviting me, nor in my 
willingness to: RODE DE but rather in our mutual. courage to: face ‘the future! , 
he said. 4 . 


The prelate noted that several Protestant observers at the Vatican Council's 
first session last fall agreed that the most hopeful area for Christian 
unity lies in joint study of the Bible by Protestants and. Catholics, 


NTor too long our Bibles have been arsenals from wh: ch. both. sides took 
texts to throw at each other", he told his Methodist listeners, patsy it not 
time to go back to the Scriptures as the fountain of our faith, the well- 
spring of our life with Christ?" Archbishop Hallinan asked. 


The archbishop said contemporary Christians are witnessing a great historic 
shift which might be termed a post-Reformation era. On: the Catholic side, 
he said, it is marked "by a series of remarkable Popes from Leo XIII to". 
Paul VI; by a resurgence of biblical and patristic studies, new pastcral 
methods, reform of the. liturgy, and increased ecumenical concern and effort; 
and dramatically by a momentous single event, the Second Vatican Council’. 
EPS, Geneva 
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THEOLOGIAN URGES ORTHODOX CHURCHES TO 
SHND OBSERVERS TO VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Athens) ~ The Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Orthodox Church in Greece are 
urged to send observers to the Second Vatican Council in a recent articie 
published here by Dr. Hamilcar Alivisatos, one of Greece's leading’ lay 
Orthodox theologians. eal 


"Even if all the other Orthodox churches were to refuse to send observers to 
the Council", he writes, "the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Church of 
Greece, putting aside their dark glasses, must act according to the sacred 
character of this great event. Only one thing could prove an obstacle to 
Orthodoxy in regard to its position in the Christian world - the ignorance 
and inability of its leadership." 


Much of Dr. Alivisatos! article deals with what he called "the two streams 
of ecumenicity in our age" - the Second Vatican Council and the World Council 
of Churches, 


"The meeting together of these two ecumenicities", he predicted, "is not 
very far off, and whenever it is realized it will signify the most sincere 
and honest effort for mutual understanding among all Christians, and for a 
due respect for their existing differences so as successfully to create, in 
the beginning, a close cooperation and, afterwards, a common Christian 
PPOniNe 


He remarks, however, that at present the WCC is. being supported by the 
Orthodox Church Nonly lifelessly and feebly because of lack of enough under- 
standing 


"The Vatican Council cannot but. purge the Church in a wise way of what is 
foreign to its elements and this purging will bring the Christian churches 
closer to each other. The ecumenicity of the Roman Catholic Church will 
meet the ecumenicity of the WCC, and thie will be the most stirring event 
of our age.'" EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE Act? 
AGAINST BISHOP, PRIEST 


(Capetown) - The police have searched the home of the Anglican Suffragan 
Bishop Zulu of St. John's, a member of the World Council of Churches! Faith 
and Order Commission. They questioned him for 13 hours about alleged politi- 
Cal activities. He was reported to have told the authorities that he had 
been a mémber of the African National Congress until 1955 but had resigned. 


Canon James A. Calata, an African Anglican priest in charge of the St. 

James! Mission in Craddock, Cape Province, has been prohibited by South 
African security police from attending any type of meeting for the next five 
“years. 


The canon, a former member of the outlawed African National Congress organi- 
gation, was restricted under the terms of the government's Suppression of | 
Communism Act. No trial or hearing was held. 


Under police orders, the 68-year-old canon is prevented from attending. 

social gatherings and speaking to members of the press. He will be allowed 
to conduct. church services, but he has been restricted to the Craddock area, 
and must report to police headquarters once a week. EPS,, Geneva 
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SERBIAN ORTHODOX BISHOP TO BE TRIED 
BY CHURCH COURT IN USA 


(Belgrade) - The episcopal assembly of the Serbian Orthodox Church which met 
in Belgrade some days ago decided to try in the Church Court Mgr. Dionisije, 
one of the three bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church in the USA. Mgr. 
Dionisije has been suspended since May and the decision of the Belgrade 
Patriarch represents a new step in a two-year-old conflict. 


However, the representatives of the Belgrade Patriarch have canoe that "the 
political opinions of Mgr. Dionisije are his personal concern" and that "the 
sanctions decided by the bishops! assembly have been taken exclusively at 
the request of many members of the clergy and the laity of the Serbian 
Church in the USA and as a result of the work of-commissions of investiga- 
tion sent there previously", 


Mgr. Dionisije has stated that he will not submit himself to the decision 
of the bishops! assembly and has sent an appeal to Serbian Orthodox churches 
abroad calling on their support. EPS, Geneva 


RELIGIOUS FREEDOM SAFEGUARDED 
IN MALAYSTA'S CONSTITUTION 


(Singapore) - The Constitution of Malaysia - comprising Malaya, Sabah 
(North Borneo), Sarawak, and Singapore - due to be established on Piet eles A 
- makes provisions for safeguarding religious liberty. 


The constitution, which will bind together the four states of Malaysia, 

provides that whiie Islam shall be the religion of the Federation, other 

religions "may be practised in peace and harmony in any part of the 
Federation". 


It adds, however, that "State law may control or restrict the propagation 
of any religious doctrine or belief among persons professing the Muslim 
religion". Accordingly, it has been agreed that the Constitution of the 
Borneo States could properly provide that a law having this effect would 
need to be passed by a two-thirds majority vote of the total gala eee: of 
the State Legislative Assembly. 


Federal law is not to provide for special financial aid for the establish- 
ment of Muslim institutions or the instruction in the Muslim religion or 
persons professing that religion in respect of North Borneo and Sarawak 
without the concurrence of the state government concerned. It is specific- 
ally laid down that Federal requirements regarding religious education 
shall not apply to the Borneo States, where the present policy and system 
of education is to be undisturbed and remain under the control of the 
government of the state until that government otherwise agrees. 


The Times, London, reported on July 30 that the Prime Minister of Singapore, 
Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, had told the Singapore Legislative Assembly that while he 
was in London recently the British Council of Churches had asked him if 
there would be religious freedom in the island after the formation of 
Malaysia. 


"TI give the assurance", Mr. Lee Kuan Yew said, "that it is not the intention 
of my government to introduce legislation to control or restrict the propa- 
gation of any religious doctrine or belief.’ ' The present religious liberty 
would continue, . EPS, Geneva 
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BISHOP HAZIM SESS RUSSIAN CHURCH AS 
HOME OF SPIRITUAL LIFE IN RUSSIA 


(Paris) - The correspondent of Le Monde, M. Henri Fesquet, has interviewed. 
the Orthodox: Bishop Ignace Hazim, delegate of the See of Antioch and 
director of the Orthodox Youth Movement in Syria and Lebanon, while both 
were in Montreal for the World Council of Churches! Faith and Order 
Conference. 


"I asked the bishop this question", M. Fesquet reports: "Certain elements 
in the Patriarchate of Antioch have often been regarded as having a reserved 
attitude towards the Orthodox Church in Russia. Is this still a valid 
Judgment?" 


Mgr. Hagzim menuied: "The stage at which we wondered about the authenticity 
of the Russian Church is completely past. We all know now that the Holy 
Russian Church has never ceased to carry on its God+given task to the full- 
est possible extent. It constitutes the main home of Spiritual life in 
Soviet territory. We ought, therefore, to be proud of the depth of faith - 
of its believers - a faith confivmed more from day to day, and which shines 
forth for the glory of God." 


Mgr. Hazim expressed his "admiration for and gratitude to" His Holiness 
Patriarch Alexis, because he is a good shepherd watching over the Church of 
God and over its faith with heroism and devotion without compromise and 
without reserve. EPS, Geneva 


WALDENSTAN CHURCH OF PALERMO 
PROTESTS MAFIA OUTRAGES 


(Palermo, Sicily) - After the atrocities committed recently by the Mafia in 
Palermo, Pastor Pier Valdo Panascia of the Waldensian Church of Palermo, 
composed and posted on the walls of the city the following statement: 


"The Evangelical Waldensian Congregation shares the sorrow of the citizens 
at the atrocious massacre which has taken place in the last few days follow- 
ing the dynamite attempts at Vallabate and Villa Serena in which nine 
precious human lives were so cruelly cut off. Meanwhile she expresses her 
profound sense of human solidarity in this grief with the families of the 
victims; she desires that measures be taken by the responsible authorities 
for repressing criminal acts which continue to make the streets and the > 
surroundings of our city bloodstained places. 


"But above all the Church appeals to those who bear the responsibility Pore 
the civil and religious life of our people, in order that the appropriate 
steps be taken to prevent any form of crime, using every possible means to 
develop a higher moral and Christian conscience, recalling all to a higher 
sense of the sacred respect for life and of the czbservance of the Law of 
God that commands: Thou shalt not kill." EPS, Geneva © 


CORRECTION 


An item in Ecumenical Press Service No. 26, 12 July, stated that three 
seminaries in the USSR might have been closed recently. Official sources 
of the Russian Orthodox Church explained that these seminaries (Kiev, 
Saratov, and Stavropol) have not been closed but were merged with other 
seminaries three years ago. At present there are five seminaries and two 
theological academies within the Soviet Union. 
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Disciples of Christ and the Church of the Brethren have shipped 13 tons of 
food and clothing to the Mississippi Delva to aid Negroes who have been 
victims of economic reprisals because of their civil rights activities. 

Ian J. McCrae, the United Christian Missionary Society's director of human ~ 
rights, said here the relief supplies were sent at the request-of Negro 

church people in the state, The focd was to be distributed by relief commiv- 
tees of Negro congregations in Greenwood and Clarksdale, Miss. , and the 
clothing by the It. Bouleh Christian Service Centre, a Disciples agency, 

near Edwards, Miss. Mr. McOrae said that according to the National Associa- 
tion forthe Advancement of Coloured People's Mississippi chapter, about 
78,000 Negroes in that state have lost jobs or suffered otherreprisals because 
of their integration e°forts. 


% * x 


General Wilfred Kitching, head of the Salvation Army, has announced that he 
intends to retire in November. The High Council of the Salvation Army, 
comprising 49 officers, has heer convened and will meet on September 19 at 
Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex, England, for the sole purpose of electing his 
successor, 


Thirty Baptists who attended: the Montreal Faivh and Order Conference, both 

as delegates and observers or guests, have published the following comment: 
"Many of our Baptist communions are unrepresented at the conference and while 
we respect their reasons for non-participation, we deeply miss their presence 
and the contribution they could make to the Christian world. In a. world that 
is being forced into an ever-increasing measure of superficial unity by — 
secular forces, and is finding the. basis of that unity in a secular culture, 
Christians need to speak with one voice, without sacrificing necessarily 
their cherished ways in Christ, as the true source of mankind's unity. -.We- 
have found in the World Council of Churchcs just such an opportunity." 


S 

Lal 
a 
* x * 


The Unitarian Church anc the Society of Uriends are to consult together. to 
frame a reply to the British Council of Churches on the question of the 
"exceptive clause", reports The Friend, the British Quaker weekly. The 
"exceptive clause" was framed when the British Council of Churches was formed 
more than twenty years ago, and under it the Unitarian Church and the London 
Yearly Meeting (Quakers) have been members of the Council without having ~ 
subscribed to its Basis. The operation of the clause will soon have to he 
reviewed because it is proposed to change Be wording of the Basis to bring 
the BCC in line with the Basis of the World Council of Churches, 


x ahah 


The Executive Committee of the Thee este cae Association for Liberal Chris=: 
tianity and Religious Freedom are asking Prof, Dr. L.J. van Holk and Dr. H. 
Faber to act as the Association's cbsezvers at the second session of the 

Second Vatican Council. EPS, Geneva — 
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Appendix 1 


| Below is the full text of the final message of the Fourth World 
Conference on Faith and Order, Montreal, July, 1963:- 


A WORD TO THE CHURCHES 


We are on the way to Christian unity. t Montreal we have seen this 
afresh because we have been shown that the Lord of all the world is at work, 
whatever we may do. He is shaping a world which cannot deny that it is one 
world, except by self-destruction. In that world we Christians find our- 
selves being drawn and driven together. This is what we mean. when we speak 
of an "ecumenical reality" which takes shape faster than we can understand 
or express 16. 


. For forty years the Faith and Order movement has boar at work to mani- 
fest outwardly the unity, which is already ours in Christ, because we have 
believed that that is God's will, It is increasingly clear that many of our 

long-defended positions are irrelevant to God's purpose. We still find it 
hard to know what God calls us to keep or to abandon and what He calls us to 
-venture. But we do know that we must continue to challenge each other in © 
the light of God's will for us all. 


Our task in Faith and Order today is more complex than it. ever was, 
More churches now take part in the conversation, so that new and costly 
efforts of understanding and imegination are necessary. More parts of the 
world face difficult and revolutionary situations which raise problems about 
the role of the churches there. More contact with Roman Catholicism enables 
us to share in their own self-apnpraisal, which puts questions to the rest of 
Christendom. More interests have had to be included. in our own agenda, so 
that we could only touch the fringes of our task. 


In our conference we had tco much debate with each other to be able to 
express a common mind in a single report. So we have forwarded the reports 
of our five sections to the churches for them to study, knowing that they 
reflect an experience too varied to be adequately conveyed in print. Yet 
we, who have been at this conference, believe that those reports put ques- 
tions to us as we return to our churches which we would share with you who 
sent us here:- 


~ Will you join us in the attempt to submit all that our own churches 
mean to us, and all that we can understand of others, to the judgment 
of Christ, Lord of us all? This conception of our work as a going 
deep together is a new avproach and is full of promise. 


- Will you try to understand other churches! history as deeply as 
your own? Thus we discover fellowship with other Christians through- 
out all time as well as throughout all the world. The Church, age- 
old as well as world-wide, may so learn more of Him who is the God 
of ages, 


- Will you recognize that Christ calls the whole Church into His whole 
ministry, so that we mey have a fresh understanding of the various 
ministries which He gives within the whole ministry? 
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- Will you,;-as you worship God, seek to learn from other traditions 
more of what true worship is meant to be in all its depth and range, 
reflecting His presence in remembrance, communion and expectation and 
magnifying Him in the glory and travail of His creation? 


- Will you humbly recognize that many of God's gifts to His whole 
Church cannot be shared by us in our local churches until we become 
the one people of God in each place and are prepared to realize this 
by new and bold ventures of living faith? 


We do not claim that here we have ourselves faced these questions 
nearly radically enough, and we are determined to ask them afresh with you. 
We dare not claim that here we have been truly conscious of such vital issues 
as the struggle over nuclear armament, bitter racial conflict, scientific 
technology and social change. Theological debates have an insidious tend- 
ency to be self-enclosed. But we pray that our work may indeed be of service 
to God in His love for all His world, so that the unity of the Church may be 
not for our sakes but for the sake of Him and His children. 


We invite our churches to continue, in these ways and in every way they 
can, to manifest openly the unity of life which is hidden with God in Christ. 
Today we see openings which only faith could discern yesterday. But there 
is far to go.-Our faith is in Him who is calling us, for He is faith- 
ful and He will do it. (I Thess. V, 24) 


Oliver Tomkins, Bishop of Bristol, Chairman 


Henri d'Espine 

Chrysostomos Konstandinidis, 
Metropolitan of Myra 

Albert C. Outler 


Vice-chairmen 


-o00- 


(A summary of the message was published in EPS No. 29) 
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RUSSIAN CHURCH ESTABLISHES 
CHRISTIAN UNITY COMMITTER 


(Moscow) - Formation of a new Committee on Questions of Christian Unity was 
announced here by the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


Heading the group will be Metropolitan Nikodim, head of the church's Depart- 
ment of External Affairs. Names of the other members of the committee will 

not be made public until mid-September, when Patriarch Alexei, supreme head 

of the church, returns from a vacation in Odessa. It is generally expected 

that the committee will include eight or nine members. Metropolitan Nikodim 
will also continue to head the Department of External Affairs. 


The body was set up to replace a commission on relations between Christian 
churches which had been headed by Metropolitan Pitirim of Krutitsky and 
Kolomna. 


It has been instructed to study"thoroughly and attentively the problems of 
Christian unity", a synod statement said. . 


In another action the synod conferred the title of Metropolitan upon three 
persons including Archbishop Nikodim. By becoming Metropolitan of Rostov 

and Yaroslav, the 34-year-old prelate, who in the eyes of many is the 

most influential figure in the Russian Church, became the second person in 
his thirties in the history of the church to be so designated. 


Only once before - in the 17th century when Archbishop Peter Mogila of Kiev 
was given the title of Metropolitan at the age of 32 - has so young a pre- 
late been raised to that rank. 


iblished under the auspices of: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
omen’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 
1e aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
ovements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


8 eee OO EE EEE 


No. 31 - 16th August, 1963 2 


Others upon whom the synod conferred the title of Metropolitan were Archbishop 
John (iendland), 54-year-old Bxarch of the Moscow Patriarch for North and 
South America and the Aleutians, and Archbishop Nektary of Kichinov and 
Moldavia. 


Both Metropolitan Nikodim and Metropolitan John are scheduled to attend the 
annual meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 

at Rochester, New York, August 26-September 2, The Russian Church joined 
the WCC in 1961. EPS, Geneva 


POPE'S MESSAGE ANTICIPATES 
"GOOD NEWS" FROM HUNGARY 


(Budapest) ~ The Hungarian weekly Uj Ember has published a message from 
Pope Paul VI in which he says he is expecting "good news" about the Roman 


Catholic Church in Hungary. 


The message expresses the Pontiff's fervent hope that more Hungarian pre- 
lates will be permitted to participate in the second session of the Vatican 
Council. pe ot ees | 


At the first session of the Vatican Council, the Hungarian hierarchy was: 
represented only by Bishop Hamvas and Bishop Sandor Kovacs of Szombathely. 
They were accompanied to Rome by Mgr. Paul Brezanoczy,.Apostolic Administra~ 
tor of the Archdiocese of Eger. a . ‘ 


The report here said the Hungarian authorities have now agreed to issue 
administrative posts, to enable them to be in Rome for the Council. 
HPS, Geneva 


CONGO PROTESTANT UNIVERSITY. 
TO OPEN IN THE FALL 


(Stanleyville, Congo) ~ The first Protestant university in the Congo is 
scheduled to open here in the fall of 1963. 


Missionaries and nationals have cooperated during the past three years to 
lay plans for theinstitution to. train qualified ministers, teachers, nurses, 
doctors and other professional people. ; : . 


The new university will be open to all who have completed a six-year second- 
ary (high school) course. Designed to serve the entire community of Central 
Africa, the university will have classes conducted in both English and 
French. 


Although an intensive financial campaign has begun in the Congo, most of 
the financing of the university must come from American and European churches. 
EPS, Geneva 


No. 31 - 16th August, 196% | 3 


PRESBYTERIANS INVITE ROMAN CATHOLICS 
TO TAKE PART IN WORLD MEETING 


(Princeton, N.J.) - Two Roman Catholic cbservers will be invited to attend 
the 19th General Assembly of the World Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian 
Churches (World Presbyterian Alliance) at Frankfurt, Germany, on August 3-13, 
1964. 


Members of the coeeeys ixecutive finn La pokey meeting here to map plans for 

the world meeting of representatives of 92 churches with a total constitu- 

ency of 48 dorteoty shad unanimously to invite Roman Catholic observers. 
BPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIAN LEADER DEPLORES 
"DIVIDED" CHURCH IN. KOREA 


(Princeton, N.J.) - A leading Korean Presbyterian clergyman described his 
denomination as "sadly divided" in a report here to the Executive Committee 
of the World Alliance of Reformed and ean Churches (World rea 
terian Alliance), 


Dr. Chai Choon Kim, etated clerk (chief executive officer) of the Presby- 
perian Church in Korea, said an "age of confusion and division" has existed 
in’ the church Since 1946 and the end of Japanese colonial rule. 


A lack of preparation "to meet the new situation with wisdom and power" and 
the development of a conservative faction has resulted in conflicts and 
divisions, he said. 


Controversy over participation in the ecumenical movement and membership in 
the World Council of Churches,have resulted in other splits, he Said, and 
as a result the church has adopted a "neutral" attitude toward ecumenical 
affairs in an effort to reunite the denomination. He added that "it is not 
peEmeb se that there will be any Bah adath of reunion at the moment". 

EPS, Geneva 


BUDDHIST STATE RELIGION 
PRESSED FOR CHYLON 


(Colombo) - Buddhist members of Ceylon!s two major political parties - the 
ruling Sri Lanka Freedom Party (Socialist) and the opposition United 
National Party - have established an organization designed to press for the 
declaration of Buddhism as the state religion. 


A spokesman for the new group said that just as the Queen of England is 
-known as the Defender of the Faith, so her representative in Ceylon, the 
Governor-General, should be styled the Defender of the State Faith. Ceylon 
is an independent member of the British Commonwealth. The present Governor 
General William Gopawalla is a Buddhist. 


Buddhists form 85 per cent of the island's population. Buddhist leaders 
here have claimed that unless precautions are taken, Ceylon!s Christian 
minority will rule the island, EPS, Geneva 
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RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS ENDORSE 
PRESIDENT'S IMMIGRATION PLAN 


(New York ) - Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish agencies were among 72 
Signing a letter commending President Kennedy on his proposal to eliminate 
the national origins quota system in the US immigration policy. 


The organizations participating also represented leading civic, educational, 
and labour organizations across the country. 


The letter to the President noted that "we have long urged the removal of 
this discriminatory aspect of our American immigration policy. We are 
greatly encouraged and wish to express our appreciation for the outstanding 
leadership you are giving in this major field of human rights", 


The system limits the number of persons who can enter the USA annually, with 
the intention of becoming citizens,from each area. Opponents claim it 
discriminates against groups including Asians, Africans, and southern 
Huropeans. ayy EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN CHURCH CONSTRUCTION 
PERMITTED BY KUWAIT GOVERNMENT 


(Jerusalem) - The government of Kuwait has announced it will permit construe- 


tion of churches by four different Christian denominations, it was revealed 
here. ; ! ' COE 


The churches will be in addition to a Roman Catholic church consecrated some 
time ago. 


First reports did not indicate the names of. the denominations involved in 
the church construction programme. | 


It was said that local municipal authorities were instructed by the govern- 
ment to place suitable plots of ground at the disposal of the Christian 

groups. Kuwait's Christians are largely Palestinian refugees and emigrants 
who formerly lived in Lebanon, Syria, and Jerusalem, EPS, Geneva 


USA THEOLOGIANS WILL REPRESENT 
VATICAN AT WCC SESSIONS 


(Vatican City) - Two American priests have been named by the Vatican Secre- 
tariat for Promoting Christian Unity as official Roman Catholic observers 
at the meeting of the World Council of Churches! Central Committee, - 

August 26-September 2 at Rochester, New York, USA. 


Chosen by Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the secretariat, were Father 
John B, Sheerin, C.S.P., editor of Catholic World, a monthly publication of 
the Paulist Fathers in New York, and Father Gustave Weigel, S.J., of Wood- 
stock (Md.) College, a noted author, theologian, and expert on Roman 
Catholic-Protestant-relations, EPS, Geneva 
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NORTHERN RHODESIA CHURCHMEN 
SET ANTI-SEGREGATION DRIVE 


(Ndola, N.Rhodesia) - Plans for inter-racial "kneel-in" demonstrations 
against segregation in churches were announced here at a Christian youth 
conference. 


Attending the conference were representatives of the United Church of Central 
Africa, the Church of England (Anglican), thc Seventh-day Adventists, and 
Baptist and Methodist agencies. A number of Roman Catholic delegates also 
participated. 

A conference spokesman said, "We shall carry out the campaign to our own 
churches first, and after that - in a few months - to the Dutch Reformed 
Church which upholds racial segregation". HPS, Geneva 


LAYMBN EMPLOYED BY CHURCHES 
LOSE PENSION RIGHTS IN USSR 


(Moscow) -~ Russia's state pension system has been changed to bar payments to 
workers employed by churchesor religious agencies. 


This was disclosed here by Science and Religion, an atheist publication, 
which said the only exceptions involve cleaners and watchmen employed in 
churches. They benefit because church buildings are owned by the State and 
thus help "maintain state property. 


"According to the constitution, the Church is separated from the State", the 
publication said, "and this makes it only natural that pensions for any 
employees of religious organization should be barred from the State pension 
system". 


Under the Soviet Union's pension laws, men over 60 and women over 55 receive 
payments amounting to almost 90 per cent of their final salaries. All 
pensions are subject to approval by the Central Council of Trade Unions: 


Until now, secretaries, typists, translators, and other persons employed by 
churches, had pension rights identical with those of other workers. 
EPS, Geneva 


US CHURCH LEADER URGES 
RATIFICATION OF TEST BAN TREATY 


(New York) - "An early and clear ratification" by the United States Senate 
of the nuclear test ban treaty with the Soviet Union and Great Britain has 
been urged by the National Council of Churches (USA) president Mr. J. 
Irwin Miller. } 


In a letter to Senator J. William Fulbright, chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, the NCC leader cited the "long-standing policies of the 
National Council of Churches" in the interests of peace with justice and 
urged bi-partisan support of the proposed treaty "by as nearly unanimous a. 
vote as possible to meet changing realities and to show united US leadership 
for peace", EPS, Geneva 
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US CHURCHES PREPARE FOR AID OF 
MASSIVE CIVIL RIGHTS MARCH 


(New York) - Protestant and Roman Catholic leaders in the United States 
have urged members of their churches to take part in the August 28 civil — 
rights march in Washington, D.C. 


The march has been called by a number of integration groups to impress upon 
legislators the need for immediate and effective action against racial bias. 


The National Council of Churches! new Commission on Religion and Race has 
voiced its support of the march and announced that it hopes to organize as 
many as 40,000 persons to take part. It also has called upon NCC member 
churches to be represented "massively" and has appealed to councils of 
churches across the nation to send delegates. 


Dr. Robert W. Spike, commission director, said plans for the NCC participa- 
tion are being worked out in cooperation with Roman Catholic and Jewish 
groups. A large contingent of National Council staff members is also 
expected to take part. 


Specific pledges of support and requests for participation by Protestant and 
Roman Catholic leaders have included the following: 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk (chief executive officer) of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA, urged that the denomination 's 9,200 
pastors participate in the march. "TI expect to be there", said Dr. Blake, 
who was recently arrested in connection with an attempt to integrate an 
amusement park in Baltimore, Md., "and I hope to see everyone of you there 
who believes we must act now." = ae na 


The American Lutheran Church will be "officially identified" in the march, 
Dr. Frederik A. Schiotz, of Minneapolis, Minn., new president of the Luther- 
an World. Federation, told a press conference at the LWF's Fourth Assembly 
in Helsinki. . ; 


Roman Catholics have also been asked to participate by the Most Rev. John 
J. Maguire, auxiliary bishop and vicar general of the Archdiocese of New 
York. i | 


Support of the march has also been pledged by the American Friends! Service 
Committee (Quakers). In other developments on the race scene last week: 


- The National Countil of Churches! new Commission on Religion and Race 
sponsored a "Service of Christian Unity'' in the strongly segregated community 
of Clarksdale, Mississippi, in the deep South, in an effort to open channels 
of communication between Negro and white leaders. The service in the Negro 
First Baptist Church drew a crowd of about 350 persons, including a number 

of national church officials, but none of the city's approximately 20. white 
clergymen, and only a few white laymen were present. For the past month, . 
the Commission has been trying without success to persuade the Clarksdale 
administration and white ministers to cooperate in setting up a bi-racial 
commission for discussion of Negro grievances. cag 


-~ Roman Catholic laymen and women in Los Angeles, California, staged an 
unprecedented inter-racial "sit-in" in the chancery office of the Roman. 
Catholic Archdiocese of Los Angeles to protest against local Roman Catholic 
"indifference" to racial injustice. 
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- In San Francisco, Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish groups announced 
plans for a far-reaching cooperative programme designed to end the "scandal- 
ous abstention" of religious groups in the area from the fight for Negro 

rights. HPS, : Geneva 


WCC PLANS ADVANCE TO 
HOUSE. SKOPJE QUAKE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - Plans are moving rapidly ahead to provide a minimum of 100 pre- 
fabricated houses for victims of the earthquake at Skopje, Yugoslavia, World 
Council of Churches! officials reported here. 


Funds totalling in excess of {330,000 provisionally pledged by WCC member 
churches will enable construction to get underway within two or three weeks. 


The Rev. Kenrick Baker, WCC Inter-Church Aid staff member, who returned here 
this week after a four-day visit to the site of the earthquake, reported 
that government and church officials on the scene had been unanimous in 
praising the rapid response of the churches to the appeal for aid, 


An estimated 2,000 persons lost their lives and an undetermined number were 
injured when the earthquake struck the town on July 26, ads 


He reported that the church-sponsored housing project is being supervised 
by a 5-member committee composed of city officials and representatives of 
‘the Macedonian Orthodox Church, the Methodist Church in Yugoslavia, and the 
Yugoslav Red Cross. In charge of the WCC's project is Mr. Harald Lund, 
Church World Service and Lutheran World Relief representative in Yugoslavia. 


Mr. Baker, who was accompanied on his visit by Mr. Helmut Schmid of Enns, 
Austria, a construction engineer who will oversee building of the pre-fab 
houses, reported that conditions are "terrible, really terrible". 


He said that 90 per cent of the houses are uninhabitable and that "the whole 
city is living in tents". He said photos he had seen before the visit had 
led him to believe destruction was concentrated in one area, but that he 
found no part of the city undamaged. 


The WCC pre-fab houses will be used during the first two years to shelter 
as many persons as possible. After that they will be converted into one- 
family homes. Most of the children and old people of the city have been 
evacuated so the first tenants of the houses will be the working-age 
population. 


During his visit Mr. Baker visited the Metropolitan of the Macedonian 
Orthodox Church in Skopje, and also conferred with members of the Holy Synod 
of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Belgrade. EPS, Geneva 
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‘CONGO OFFICIAL ASKS 
FOR MORE MISSIONARIE 


(Nashville, Tenn.) - The press secretary to the president of the Congo. said 
here, August 8, that both the government and the churches of his country 
will welcome more missionaries. 


"IT was asked to bring a request for more missionaries", he told the Presby- 
terian US Board of World Missions! staff here. The denomination has 116 
missionaries, evangelistic, medical, and educational, now serving in the 
Congo, 


Mr. Jean-David Mukeba, press secretary to President Kasavubu, is in the 
United States on a State Department leader's grant. A Presbyterian, he came 
to Nashville to see the man who was principal of the school he attended when 
he was a boy in the Kasai area of the Congo. Dr. John Morrison, retired 
missionary to the Congo, joined him in Nashville for a three- day visit. 


In a press conference, he was asked about the number of Christians holding 
high government office in the Congo. ~ 


"There are only a-few of us", he explained, "but even those who are not 
Christian are influenced, I think, by Christianity. Christians are trusted", 
he said, “because it is recognized that they are not seeking their own 
interests, but rather to serve their country." — . 


. Many Christians, he said, now hold offiee in. provincial coveunient though 
the number in’national government is small. Among them is Mr. Mukeba!'s 
“cousin, Mr. Isaac Kalonji, who has been elected president of the Congo . 
Senate. | | 7 EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church has assigned its first overseas 
missionary... It has announced that the Rev. Hiroshi Fujii will serve in 
Brazil. A convert to Christianity, Mr. Fujii was baptized by a missionary 
of the Lutheran Church in America, a sister.church which conducts extensive 
work in-Japan. 


No, 31 - 16th August, 1963 9 


Special Report 


LUTHERANS HOLD WORLD 
ASSEMBLY IN HELSINKI 


(Helsinki) - Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, 62, president of the American Lutheran 
Church, has been named fourth president of the Lutheran World Federation. 


He succeeds Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, president of the Lutheran 
Church in America, who has held the post for the past Six years. 


Dr. Schiotz's election to the post came in the final plenary session of the 
world confessional body's Fourth Assembly held here, July 30-August 11l.. 


The new president has spent 33 years in the ministry as pastor, student 
leader, foreign missions executive, and administrator. He was elected 
first president of the American Lutheran Church for a six-year term at its 
constituting convention in April, 1960. He had played a leading role in 

the formation of the church, which came into being as the result of a three- 
way union of the Evangelical (formerly Norwegian) Lutheran Church, of which 
he was the president; the old American Lutheran Church, of German back- 
ground; and the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, of Danish heritage. 


In other sessions the more than 200 delegates to the Assembly, which Dr. | 
Schiotz said will go down in history as a "worshipping Assembly" because of 
"phenomenal" attendance: at Bible study sessions and daily communion ser- 
vices, took the following actions: 


Approved the establishment of a Lutheran Foundation for Inter-Confess- 
ional Research. The action, which Dr. Fry termed the "most historic" taken 
by the Assembly, opened the way for research which has been started with 
Roman Catholicism "into all dimensions and levels of the ecumenical dialogue". 
The new foundation will be closely linked with the Federation, but will 
operate independently of it. It is expected that it will be located in 
Strasbourg, France. It will deal "not only with general theological problems" 
but will also treat "those questions which come especially from (Lutheran) 
churches which are engaged. in conversations with other confessions". 


Referred to the LWF!s incoming Commission on Theology, because of lack 
of agreement on the wording, a "contemporary statement" on the Lutheran 
doctrine of justification by faith. The action came after more than an hour 
of debate in plenary session. The Theology Commission will study the report 
and possibly "recast it in another form". Dr. Fry noted that the Assembly's 
unwillingness to receive the report in the form presented did not mean that 
Lutherans thereby challenged "our common confession of faith in the 
unaltered Augsburg Confession". LWF member churches hold "unwaveringly" to 
this confession, he said, adding that while Lutherans have a common confess- 
ion, they do not have a "common theological approach to that confession. 
Nor", he added, "is this necessary". 


Adopted a 938-word message to Federation member churches expressing 
the Assembly's conviction that "God calls us today to be witnesses to His 
love, in the midst of this world threatened by terrifying possibilities". 
The statement which accepted "in all seriousness the challenge of the world 
in which we live today", declared: "Nothing can save us from the judgment 
of God, neither the best of achievements nor the most elaborate ideologies 
and programmes. Our salvation lies in Christ alone who shed His blood for 
us, and gives meaning to our life, so that God's good and gracious will may 
be done - on earth as it is in heaven." 
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Paved the way for negotiations by Federation officials with the = 
Republic of South Africa concerning Lutheran churches affected by the govern- 
ment's resettlement scheme. By a vote of 199 to 34, the Assembly referred 
to the ixecutive Committee a recommendation authorizing it to enter into 
such negotiations if they are desired by "one or more" Lutheran churches in 
the Republic. The resolution also authorized the Executive Committee to 
organize financial assistance to South African Lutheran churches affected by 
the relocation scheme being carried out by the South African caper aes in 
line with its apartheid policies. 


Referred to its Executive @oamutben a recommendation aincbivea aes o the 
appointment of a committee to study "the Lutheran concept of the ministry 
and the Anglican concept of the ministry, particularly its episcopal order". 


Elected a new 19-member Executive Committee from'13 nations with the 
strongest representation to date from younger churches and Latin American 
churches. 


Approved a recommendation calling on its member churches not in pulpit 
and altar fellowship with other LWF member churches to justify their posi- 
tion. Specifically it urged them to "enter into fraternal theological 
discussion concerning these reasons", It also asked member churches to 
"initiate study of the role which the confessions play in their life and 
doctrine. . .af the problem of inter-communion and. « .on the local level, 
of prayer in the life of the church", a 


Adopted several constitutional amendments designed to further clarify 
the nature, ecumenical responsibilities, and criteria for LWF membership, - 
and a series of others involving its structure and functions. 


Empowered its Executive Committee to effect Changes in the organiza~.. 
tional structure of the Federation during the next six years. The action, 
which defeated a motion which had asked that such changes could only be 
taken at its next Assembly in 1969, was taken after Swedish Bishop Bo Giertz, 
of Gothenburg, LWF second vice-president, warned that not to give the 
Executive’ Committee such power would "dangerously affect" its efficiency 
in the interim between Assemblies, 


- Heard American theologian Dre Be Clirford Nelson, OL. hire Paul, -Minne- 
sota, USA, urge that Lutheran churches initiate inter-confessional conversa- 
tions we other Christian churches. At the same time, he told the Assembly, 
Lutherans should put their own household of faith in order by entering into 
immediate fellowship with other Lutherans. ‘Has not the time arrived", he 
asked, "for the Lutheran Church - previously not known for its aggressive 
ecumenism = to initiate discussions rather than to maintain a defensively — 
withdrawn attitude while other churches have taken the ecumenical 
initiative?" On the second point, he stressed that "Lutheran churches. _ 
throughout the world, not presently in communion with one another, should 
give themselves without let or hindrance to the establishment of fellow- 
ship. For churches to have the-same confession and to withhold fellowship: 
from one: another is not only a self-contradiction but a abes orn he. 
declared. 


Received reports that baptized members. in Lutheran churches around 
the world now total 56,091,534. Another estimated 17,000,000 Lutherans _ 
in German union churches bring the total world Lutheran membership to over. 
73,000,000, making it the world's third largest Christian body after the 
Roman SOE Church and the Hastern Orthodox. 
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Of the 56,000,000 Lutherans, 51,644,718 are counted by the 73 member churches 
of the LWF and an additional 6,229 are reported by nine scattered single 
congregations officially recognized by the Federation. (The Federation 
received 8 new member churches from Africa and 4 from Europe during the 
Assembly. ) 


Protested the denial of exit visas to nine Fast German delegates in a 
statement which declared "the right given by God to every man to exercise 
religious freedom ought to include the right to attend an international 
assembly. . .(which)has designated him as a delegate". Two Hast German 
delegates were able to be present. Also absent, in addition to the 
remainder of the East German delegation, was Bishop Lajos Ordass, former 
head of the Hungarian Lutheran Church who was obliged to retire from his. 
church activities under state pressure in June, 1958. 


Hailed "with relief and encouragement" the recent Signing of an agree- 
ment by the United States, Great Britain, and Russia to cease nuclear 
weapons testing in the atmosphere, outer space, and under water. 


Spoke out sharply against discrimination because of colour, race, or 
religion, including anti-semitism, as "both brazen and subtle".and called 
upon LWF member churches. to urge individual members of their congregations 
to "involve themselves personally in constructive local and national efforts 
to end all forms and consequences of discrimination based upon colour, race, 
or. religion". 


Called on LWF member churches to encourage the governments of their 
respective countries "by whatever means are appropriate for them, and also 
their own constituencies, to share in generous measure material resources 
and skilled services with lands in need of them so that proper aspirations 
may be fulfilled and discontent and tension replaced by mutual understanding 
and good will". 


Asked the Executive Committee to give "earnest consideration" to contin- 
uation of a Committee on Latin America as an Li/F Commission to serve as a 
point of reference for Latin American affairs. This vote, passed by the 
narrow margin of 96 to 94, nullified another motion which would have made 
creation of such a commission mandatory, The recommendation also suggests 
the formation of an additional committee of Latin American representatives 
to serve the Commission in a consultative capacity. 


Some of the most salient quotes of the Assembly came in press conferences. 
Here are highlights of a few of theses: 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover, Germany, former LWF president, pre- 
dicted that all Lutheran churches will eventually be united in the LWF and 
that this will "probably happen much faster than many think". He said that 
despite difficulties "much progress" has been made towards this goal in 
recent years and that "some of the few important churches still outside (the 
LiF) have taken big steps" in this direction. He said the fact of. theologi- 
cal differences within the Lutheran confession "gives me a confident and 
positive attitude" and that they “are proof of the liveliness and openness 
of Lutheran theology and show that we are not a petrified church". 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, the outgoing president, said that he foresaw 
no danger of conflict between membership in the LWF and an ecumenical body 
like the World Council of Churches. Dr. Fry, who is also chairman of the 
WCC's policy-making Central Committee, said that in his own case he could 
testify to "complete loyalty to both world organizations. An ecumenical 
body like the World Council is all the stronger when its members know that 
they believe in the fellowship of their own confessional family", he said. 
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Dr. Oliver R. Harms, president of the 2,600,000 member Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod, the largest body outside the Federation, declared that his 
church is not an LWF member because of the Federation's position on church 
fellowship. However, he did not close the door on the possibility that the 
North American church might become an LWF member at some future time. "I 
would say, not at this time", he said, but emphasized that his church is 
"very conservative" and moves slowly and then "only if it has a ‘good and 
basic reason for moving". Dr. Harms later made similar remarks in a brief 
address to the full Assembly. 


Dr. &. Clifford Nelson, dean of the faculty at the Lutheran Theologi- 
cal Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota, USA, said that the number one problem 
facing the Assembly was to answer the question, "What is the Lutheran World 
Federation? . . .Basically, the problem before the Assembly is theological", 
he said. He suggested there are two answers: first, that the LWF is 
"simply an agency of autonomous churches": or, second, that it is’"in some 
way an expression of the Church of God". He added that the LWF "is not just 
a human agency to do the work of autonomous churches", nor is it a "so- 
called super church" and "it never should be''. He emphasized that the 
"problem is not only spiritually theological but also practical. As prac- 
tical implications he cited church fellowship (pulpit and altar fellowship) 
and recognition of the ministries of other member churches. 


Father Johannes Witte, SeJ.. professor of Evangelical Theology at the 
papal Gregorian University in Rome, one of the two Roman Catholic observers 
at the Assembly, said that his church recognizes the.Lutheran Church as 
"a genuine Christian Church" - although not on the same level. "Roman 
Catholics cannot acknowledge the Lutheran Church as the true Church because 
Jesus Christ founded one Church and this one Church is guaranteed by Jesus 
Christ Himself: until the end of time", he said. Citing a 1950 Vatican 
statement, he said, however, "Roman Catholics recognize the several elements 
of the Church which are outside the Roman Catholic Church"... He emphasized 
that there is "a dividing line between the Church of Jesus Christ and the 
world and that this dividing line is to be found in baptism, received in 
faith. Therefore, all Christians having received baptism in faith are in 
this sense within the one communion of Christians and separated from those 
who are outside; and therein is the basis for an ecumenical movement, as 
a special task of the churches, distinguished from the missionary task of 
the churches," 


Weer er 


The Assembly concluded with a colourful outdoor festival held in Helsinki's 
Olympic Stadium attended by crowds estimated in excess of 10,000 
persons. The climactic event featured music, drama, and an address by the 
new president, Dr. Schiotz. By proclamation of the Firinish Archbishop 
Ilmari Salomies, church bells of local parishes throughout Finland rang out 
promptly at 3 p.m., as the programme got underway. 


-0o00- 
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POPE APPEALS FOR 
ROMAN CATHOLIC-ORTHODOX UNITY 


(Rome) + Pope Paul Vi has called upon Orthodox churches to unite with the 
Roman Catholic Chureh under "a common and solid creed". 


The Pontiff declared: "We do not want either to absorb or to mortify the 
great flower of Eastern churches. but we want to regraft it on to the only 
tree of unity, of Christ." 


The Pope made the appeal for reunion, an echo of the policy of his prede- 
cessor Pope John XXIII, in an unscheduled address after celebrating mass 

for Kastern Rite monks and a: number of worshippers in the church of the 1lth- 
century monastery at Grottaferata, not far from his summer residence at 
Castel Gandolfo, 15 miles south of Rome. | 


The Byzantine or Uniate Rite in which the Pope worshipped uses the Eastern 
ritual, but recognizes: the Supremacy of the Pope. 


Pope Paul referred to "the spiritual ties which unite us with the churches 
of the East". He said he was thinking especially of Catholic churches of 
the Hast, but added: -"Does my vision stop here? You yourselves in your 
rites invite me to look toward all the Fastern churches that have the same 
baptism, the same fundamental faith, a valid hierarchy, and sacraments that 
are full of grace," ; 


He then referred to the-sending of Bishop Frangois Charrier of Lausanne, 
Geneva, and Fribourg (Switzerland) to attend anniversary celebrations for 
the Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church in Moscow last month. 
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"It was done with the intention of rendering homage", the Pope said of the 
action, "of showing there is no reason for rivalry for prestige, neither for 
pride nor ambition nor any desire to pernetuate dissonances or disagreements 
which may have had reason to exist in the past, but which are now it seems 
to me totally anachronistic". 


Then, referring to similar sentiments in the hearts of his predecessors, 
particularly Pope John, the Pontiff exclaimed: "Come! Let fall the 
barriers that separate us. Let us explain the prints of doctrine which we 
have in common, and those that are still objects of controversy. 


"Let us seek. to render common and solid our creed, seek to render articulate 
and fitted our hierarchical union." 


The Pope urged prayers for Christian unity "if not in our age, then at least 
in successive ages", He wondered if the delay in the reunion of Christen- 
dom is due to an imperfect knowledge of the reciprocal aE ha and 
doctrinal problems of: the: various’ churches, 


"We are all abit deaf and a-bit mute", he concluded. "May the Lord make 
us hear the voices of history, the voice of the Spirit, His voice, the 
gospel which nust still, ae our law, our rectly n A EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICANS CHART 
GLOBAL PLAN 


(Toronto) - A bold new plan calling upon the world Anglican communion to 
pool its resources and use them wherever they are most needed was presented 
to the Third Anglican Congress in session here (August 13-23). 


The plan warned Anglican leadership that the church must revolutionize its 
basic structure and attitudes or wither away. 


Presented by the Archbishop of Canterbury and other members of the hierarchy, 
it "electrified delegates...and dwarfed all other discussions", The New York 
Times reported. 


Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, the Archbishop of Canterbury, was loudly applauded 
by the more than 1,000 Congress delegates from 73 countries when he predicted 
that the church ae stagnate unless it eee using piecemeal methods and 
joined resources to meet urgent needs. 


The Rt. Rev. Stephen F, Bayne, Jr., the communion's chief execibaves officer, 
commented: "This will be either the biggest. lead balloon or the most 
dramatic document in our history." He indicated South Africa would have 
top priority in a new integrated programme. — 


Some delegates reportedly wanted an immediate vote on the proposal. Howe years 
action was deferred until later in an effort to obtain unanimity. 


Specifically the plan, which is entitled "Mutual Responsibility and Inter- 
dependence in the Body of Christ", asks for the establishment of a central . 
authority for the 18 national churches in the communion, — 


It also asks that Anglicans radically revamp their SLi tudes Pareeds missions 
and that every congregation be asked to spend at least as much time and money 
in aiding churches abroad as it does in helping the home church. 


It declares that acceptance of the: proposals. "will mean the death of many old 
things, but infinitely more the birth of entirely new relationships". 
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"It means. the end of. the familiar view that mission work is an option - 
something that we do with our surplus after. local needs", Bishop Bayne 
explained.. 


An immediate call tans go out for the raising of an extra $15,000,000 over 
the next five years as the first financial. step in the programme. 


This amounts to a 30 per cent increase in commitment for the support of 
younger churches overseas, but it meets only short-range needs, Therefore, 
the declaration warned, "a strong, sustained and expanding pattern of giving 
is. required, if our churches! work is to survive". 


The. "have" congregations will be expected to forgo "many desirable things" 
and to rethink their priorities in order to help the "have-nots". They 
will be expected to make sure they are not putting their secondary needs 
ahead of the essential needs of their brothers. 


In connection with the plan it is expected that regional officers will be 
appointed for Africa, India, Latin America, Pakistan, the Middle East, the 
South Pacific, and South East Asia. They will operate under the direction 
of Bishop. Bayne. Regional officers will also eventually be appointed for 
Britain, North America, and Australia. . 


It also is visualized that the heads of the 18 Anglican churches will meet 
every two years to plan world strategy, in addition to the meetings of all 
bishops held every ten years at the Lambeth Conference in London, 


At the opening service of the Congress, Dr. Ramsey told a crowd of 14,000 — 
that some parts of the communion "may cease to be precisely Anglican, as 
united churches come into being in full communion with us. But whether 
our Anglican communion itself will disappear is something which we do nct 
know. For all of us in this year there is the great significance of the 
Vatican Council. 


"The goal", he declared, "is nothing less than full communion in and of the 
catholic-Church of Christ". 


Then, in a preview of the new world plan, he declared: "Towards one another 
as Anglicans our unity will be one of giving and receiving. We must plan 
our mission together and use our resources in the service of our single 
task. The word ‘missionary! will mean not colonialism of any kind, but 
going to one another to help one ancther. Let African and Asian mission- 
aries come. to England to help convert the post-Christian heathenism in cur: 
country and to convert our English Church to a closer following of Christ." 
EPS, Geneva 


CONSULTATION STUDIES 
MISSIONARY PREPARATION 


(Torontc) - Sixty mission board executives and missionardes CromGh 

countries met here last week for a consultation on the preparation of 

missionaries sponsored by the Division of World Mission and Evang elisn 
(DWME) of the World Council of Churches. 


Participants in the six-day meeting included some 20 nationals from Latin 
America, Asia, and Africa, including two Asian missionaries, and mission 
board executives from North America, Britain and Europe. Consultation 
chairman was Pastor Jacques Rossel, chairman of the Basel (Switzerland) 
Mission. 
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Consultation discussions were based on the premise that foreign mission 
training should be conceived of in terms of one unit which includes pre- 
field training, the first term abroad, and the first furlough, a concept 
stemming from a conference of the International elem Council held in 
Willingen, Germany, in 1952. 


The consultation went on record in favour of giving up the use of the word 
"field" and in its statement spoke of "pre-service" and "in-service" pre- 
paration. bares ; para ins 


Tt also agreed that the preparation of missionaries should be regarded as 
a whole, one part being done in the home country and one in the eountry of 
service and.that the latter must be. the responsibility of the church in 
that country. Further, it said, the in-service preparation should inelude 
language study, even if the missionary is working in an area where he can 
use his own language. 


Several speakers addressed. the EPOua Highlights from their talks included 
these: -. 


The Rt. Rev. John Sadia, Nagpur, India, chairman of the DWME, speaking on 
"What a receiving church looks for in new missionaries", said it sought 
"involvement rather than identification, partnership and not se St 
ecumenism rather. than ecclesiasticism". 


Canon M.A.C. Warren, retiring general secretary of the Church Missionary 
Society, said that a missionary is inherently provocative, for his presence 
is meant to raise questions and that is dangerous because he "upsets the 
tacit assumptions on which people build their lives". 


The Rev. José Estoye, a Filipine missionary to Thailand, urged that new 
missionaries take "little soil in your‘ roots; just enough to make you alive 
in foreign soil where you will be planted’. He urged the churches to "take 
seriously the task of providing pastoral care so that missionaries. grow", 


Pastor Jean Kotto, general secretary of the Evangelical Church of the 
Cameroon, speaking of the responsibility of the churches towards missicn- 
aries they welcome, said that a church feels "more responsible for somecne 
whom it. has called to work in it, than for.someone imposed upon hha pee a = 
added that "it is a great etapa es if the missionary cannot understand or , 
speak the language of the people with whom he has to deal". 


The consultation report: and recommendations will be presented to the 
Commission on World Mission and pe tgs hee when it meets in Mexico City 
in Decémber. EPS, Geneva 


JURISTS' COMMISSION CONDEMNS HAITI 
FOR PERSECUTION OF CATHOLICS 


(Geneva) - The International Commission of Jurists in a report made public 
here, condemned thé "persecution" of the Roman Catholic yh fe by the govern- 
ment of Haiti headed by President Prangois Duvalier. 


Its report linked the anti-Catholic campaign to a "total disregard" of Seer 
rights shown by the government of the predominantly Negro Caribbean republic, 


The Commission is a non-governmental, non-political organization holding con- 
sultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. 
It is supported by some 40,000 lawyers and. judges in about 6 SPRNEL LOS: 
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In a section of its report on religion, the Commission said "freedom of 
belief and of religion, as propounded by Article 18 of the Universal Decla- 
ration of Human Rights, means, in particular, that the Roman Catholic Church, 
to which virtually all Haitians belong, has the right to carry on its mission 
by teachings, pr&etices, cults and performances of rites". 


However, it said, "President Duvalier saw in the church the one organized 
force capable of ea rtey up ice him, and he has redoubled nis eee 
tion of: its’ priests". 


It cited specifically the expulsion of Archbishop Francois Poirier of Port- 
au-Prince, a French national, and his Coadjutor, Bishop Remy Augustin,. a 
native of Haiti, and the seizure of the Catholic daily newspaper, la Phalange, 
published-in Port-au-Prince. 


It also charged: that "persons unlucky enough to be labelled by Ae ponies as. 
enemies of the régime, or simply as suspects, just disappear without leaving 
any trace", It estimated there have been "several hundred summary eXGour: : 
tions" of such persons. 


The Sommission, which has been collecting testimony and documents on the 
Haitian situation for more than a year, appealed to persons concerned 


for more information ‘on current events in Haiti. It said President Duvalier 
has ignored its prvuposals to send impartial sfijle Goa acks to. Haiti to whom he. 
cuuld preserit his side of the case. ; EPS, Geneva . 


GREECE BARS PASTOR 
AS "UNDESIRABLE" 


(Athens) - A pastor of the Greek Evangelical Church has been refused per- 
mission by Greek authorities to return to Greece. 


According to M. George Descalopulos, deputy minister for interior affairs, 
the government's Security ee Section has charged the Rev. Argcs Zodhiates 
is "undesirable". Be : 


The action has ‘been er eaten. by his congregation of 600 families in Katerini, 
and by officials of the Greek Evangelical Church. 


The Executive Committee of the World Presbyterian Alliance alsc has requested 
leaders of the Greek Orthodox Church tc aSeuSe in securing Mr. Zodhiates ” 
readmission. 


The. Committee, meeting in Princeton, N.J. (USA), said that Mr. Zodhiates' 
readmission would "demonstrate, in the land where traditions of freedom are 
strong, the same commitment to religious liberty which we have agreed to in 
cur worldwidé ecumenical. fellowship". (This was a reference to the fact. 
that the Greek Orthodox Church and most reece i churches are members 
of the World Council of Churches.) | 


In Geneva . the World Council of Churches announced that it also is sei nee 
about the situation and is "making efforts to find a satisfactory solution". 


Mr. Zodhiates, who as a native of Cyprus is‘a British subject, was refused: - 
permission on July 25 to enter Greece after spending some time in England. 
However his wife and children were admitted, EPS, Geneva 


No. 32 « 23rd August, 1963 6 


15,000 CLERGYMEN HIT VIETNAMESE 
RELIGIOUS POLICIES, AID BY U.S. 


(New York) - Fifteen thousand US clergymen Nof various faiths and Terondes 
nations" have conveyed their protest against reported persecution of 
Buddhists in South Vietnam and continued US aid-to the Diem.régime, it was 
announced here by the Ministers Vietnam Committee. 


Their protest, sent in a ‘letter to President Kennedy, - assailed "the loss. of 
American lives and billions of dollars to bolster a régime universally 
regarded as unjust, undemocratic and unstable" 


The Rev.. Donald. S. Harrington, minister of the neve church of New York 
.and secretary of the committee, transmitted the letter to the President. 


The protest, he noted, had grown out of an appeal by 12 leading American 
clergymen. These included Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, professor emeritus at 
Union Theological: Seminary, New York; Protestant Episcopal Bishop James A. 
Pike of California;.. Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, minister emeritus of Christ 
Church (Methodist), New York, and Dr. Julius Mark, rabbi of New. York's - 
Temple Emanuel. 


The stand: OL< the Sonnaieda: Mr. Harrington said, had produced letters — 
“15,000"US, clergymen. In his letter to -Mr. armada hec8 ta tedian 2 mw Ak 
15,000 individual. clergymen of many faiths take the trouble to put them-~ 
selves so positively on record, this must represent the conviction of many 
times that number of clergymen", 


The drive began after the first of several suicides by Buddhist monks who 
set themselves afire to protest sericea persecution in South Vietnam. 
EPS, Geneva 


DR. BLAXALL'S TRIAL 
NOW SET FOR OCTOBER. 7 


(Johannesburg) ~- The part jana Blaxall, 72-year-old read ores 
has been ordered by a magistrate's court to stand trial here on October 7 on 
‘charges of violating the Suppression of Communism Act. The date of the 
trial had been postponed numerous times. (See EPS No. 24) 


Details of the charges against him were not ‘disclosed. 


Mr. Blaxall was arrested in April on charges brought under the i P71 pag 
of Communism Act. He was released with the proviso that he report to the . 
police twice a week until his trial ‘begins. . Meanwhile he was deprived of : 
his passport. f 


Mr, Blaxall has RES most of nee life in welfare work among Africans and 
is a greatly revered figure. - He is a vice-chairman of the Christian . 
Council. His arrest came just before he was to have attended the consti- 
tuting assembly of the All-Africa Conference of Churches held at Kampala, 
Uganda. When news of his arrest first reached his “African friends, they 
started protest demonstrations, but he persuaded them to abandon their 
plans, thus preventing clashes with the police... p Lae EPS, Geneva . 
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NEW GRANTS ANNOUNCED BY 
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FUND 


(Mcentreal) - Grants of approximately half a nillion dollars for theological 
institutions in Korea, the West Indies, South India, and the Middle Hast, 
have been voted by the Committee of the Theological Education Fund of ue 
World Council of Churches, 


The Committee, which held its sixth session here, also approved grants of 
more than a quarter of a million dollars for special projects in Japan, 
India, Ceylon; the Pacific, Brazil, Formosa, and Central Africa. 


These grants exhaust the original $4,000,000 fund which was established: in 
1958 - half donated by ‘the late John D. Beer eter J©e, and eins the sae 
of the mission boards of nine US churches. 


However, the Fund Committee announced that new resources will make ait si 
possible to carry on the work through the summer of 1965. 


The Committee also made grants to 107 libraries and twenty-five | Ate ne 
programmes, thus exhausting the sum of $1,000,000 of the original fund set 
aside especially for this purpose. } 


An important part of the Fund's programme has been a special programme for 
Theological Education in Africa, which was initiated in 1961 and has inclu- 
ded the holding of month long institutes for theological teachers, pastors, 
and students. 


The Committee announced that "the success of the present operation in 
stimulating the work of theological education in many lands has encouraged 
the hope that the -Fund may be reconstituted for a further period by the 
World Council of Churches", ; 


re 


It appointed a special group to explore this possibility in consultation 
with the Fund's Advisory Committee. The group includes Bishop Lesslie 
Newbigin, director of the WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism; 
President Nathan Pusey of Harvard University; the Rev. Erik Nielsen, of _. 
Denmark; - Principal C.H. Hwang, of Formosa, and Dr. Charles Tayler of the 
American Association of ey 14son Xs Colieges. The group will report its 
findings to the DWME meeting to be held in December in Mexico City. vi 
tome EPS, Pie ee 


3 INDIAN CHURCHES WILL BE INVITED 
TO SEND VATICAN COUNCIL OBSERVERS 


(Bombay) - Official invitations to send délegate-observers ‘to the second 
session of the Second Vatican Council will be extended to three Indian 
churches - the Syrian Orthodox Church of Malabar, the Mar Thoma Syrian 
Church of Malabar, and the Church of South India - it was announced here. 


The announcement was made by Father Pierre Duprey, a French-born White 
Fathér, who left for Baghdad, Iraq, after having completed 2 month's visit 
to India in his capacity as undersecretary an ae Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity. 


He spoke at the Bombay Ecumenical Centre before a gathering that included 
Valerian Cardinal Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay, and representatives of the 
Syrian Orthodox, Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, and /nglican Churches. 

< wus _EPS, -Geneva 
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ISRAEL GRANTS CITIZENSHIP 
TO JEWISH-BORN ROMAN CATHOLIC MONK 


(Jerusalem) - A Jewish-born Carmelite monk who last year unsuccessfully. . 
petitioned the Israeli Supreme Court to recognize his claim to Israeli 
nationality under the 1950 Law of Return, has become a naturalized. citizen, 
by fulfilling all the required conditions. (See EPS No. 46, 1962) 


"T wanted to be recognized as a son of the Jewish Dae but by becoming a 
citizen of Israel I have already achieved Someehi ng” declared Brother 
Daniel. ; 


Born Oswald Shumel Refeisen of Polish Jewish parents, he was converted to 
Catholicism during World War. II and came to Israel in 1959. . He is station- 
ed at the monastery on Mount Carmel, known as the cradle of the Carmelite . 
order, 


The Law of Return guarantees every Jew. the right to settle in Israel with 
automatic citizenship, but the Supreme Court, in a 4-1 ruling on Brother 
Daniel's application, held that it does not apply to: Jews who abandon 
Judaism for another religion. 


The court left the way open, however, for Brother ato to secure Israeli 
citizenship through normal procedures as a non-Jew - @ channel the monk had 
previously rejected. BPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN ANGLICAN WITHDRAWS 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN STATE SCHOOLS | 


(Perth, Australia) ~ The new Anglican Archbishop of Perth, the Most Rev. 
George Appleton, has commenced his term of office amidst a hectic State- 
church controversy concerning religious instruction in state schools. 


The issue came forcibly to public attention when Archdeacon A.J. Kemp, of 
Kalgoorlie, withdrew from conducting religious instruction classes in the 
city schools, because, he maintained, instruction had become virtually 
impossible because of large classes, lax discipline, and antagonism cf the 
students. ip Fellow Anglicans immediately came to his support. 


While eaeneane the charges ray Wad @ 23.03 discipline, the freer ta pepenaret of 
education, Dr. T.L. Robertson, has advised that the government is prepared 
to consider changing the Bducation Act, if all the churches feel the present 
system is unworkable. esis 


Meanwhile, the Australian Labour Party Federal Se fewest has confirmed its 
stand opposing state aid to church schools. . EPS, Geneva 


ISLAM SLATED TO BE. 
STATE RELIGION OF ALGERTA 


(Algiers) - The draft Constitution of the Algerian Democratic Hepdbite 
recognizes Islam as the official state religion. At the same time it 
guarantees everyone "the respect of his opinion and creed and the free exer- 
cise of his religion". 


The Constitution lists among the "basic aims! of the Republic "the fight 
against every kind of discrimination, especially that based on racial and 
religious prejudice" and the "defence of human freedom and the absolute 
respect of human dignity". EPS; Geneva 
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CARDINAL BEA PROPOSES 
INSTITUTE FOR UNITY 


(Salzburg, Austria) - Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Sec- 
retariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, has proposed the formation 

of an international institute for "scientific ecumenism" as one means of. 

continuing the work of the Second Vatican Council. 


In a lecture at the University of Salzburg, the cardinal described the 
formation of such an institute as "an important prerequisite" for Christian 
and world unity. He said that the spirit in which theological and other 
branches of learning could be pursued in such an institution would prevent 
differences from crystallizing and becoming deeper and would help in the 
recognition of the positive contributions of others. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Metropolitan Nicodim, 33, head of the external (foreign) affairs department 
of the Moscow Patriarchate has been named Metropolitan of Minsk and byelo- 
russia. When*he ‘was elevated to the rank of metropolitan on August 3, it 
was assumed that he would become Metropolitan of Rostov and-Yaroslavl, the 
Bparchy he had served as archbishop for some time. As Metropolitan of the 
Eparchy of Minsk and Byelorussia, Metropolitan Nicodim will administer 
church affairs in a much largér area. Geographically, observers said, the 
Eparchy is at least three times greater; bess 


* * * 


Three Anglican delegate-observers will attend the second session of the 
Second Vatican Council when it opens on September 29, it was announced in 
London, They are Dr. John R.H. Moorman, Bishop of Ripon; Dr. Charles. De 
Soysa, Archdeacon of Colombo, Ceylon; and Dr.’ William J. Wolf, professor 
at the Episcopal Theological: School, Cambridge, Mass. Bishop Moorman and 
Archdeacon De Soysa attended the first session of the Council last year, 
along with Dr. Frederick Grant of New York, a Bible scholar and former 
seminary dean, 


* x * 


The Ceylon Bible Society is enlisting the help of Christian families in 
distributing the Scriptures among non-Christians in their neighbourhoods. 

A campaign is in progress to sell packets of Gospel portions in Sinhala, 
Tamil, and English to Christians which they, in turn, are expected to dis- 
tribute. Apart from the more effective distribution of the Scriptures, 

the intention is to make evangelism the concern of the average church member 
and not to leave it to the clergymen and full-time colporteurs, a Sodiety 
announcement said. 


* * * . | 

A group of 56 Anglican pilgrims led by the Bishop of Crediton, the Rt, Rev. 
W.eAsE. Westall; leaves England today by air for a pilgrimage to Lourdes, 
France.- ‘The party - includes nine clergymen and three handicapped children 


whose expenses are being paid by a Roman Catholic organization. A second 
group of Anglican pilgrims is scheduled to leave August 27. 


* * * 


No. 32 - 23rd August, 1963 | 10 


The Kyushu District of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) has 
strongly protested the stationing of U.S. F-105 Fighter Bombers at the 
Itazuke Air Force Base and nuclear submarines at Saseho harbour... In a 
letter to U.S. Ambassador Reischauer and U.S. military officials, the ~ 
church said that as "Christians looking toward world Ube (we) cannot 
allow the United States to promote these plans". 


Te ar * 


Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish young people took part in a month- 
long work. camp sponsored by the Berlin Council.of Christians and.Jews at 
Gleinicke,: a suburb of.West Berlin. A traditional feature of the Berlin 
Council's. youth programme, the camps aim at "bringing together young people 
of various denominations for work and recreation in order to destroy 
religious, racial, national, and social prejudices and misunderstandings". 


* * * 


_A minister of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA and his wife are 

en route to India where he will engage in ecumenical work for several 
months with the Syrian Orthodox Church. The Rev. Frank C. Martick of 
Mankato, Minn., will teach classes in a Syrian Orthodox seminary to famili- 
arize students with the role played by American clergymen in the life. of 
their communities. Mrs. Martiek will work with women's groups. Loan..of 
an American clergyman was requested by Archbishop Mar Clemis Abraham of - 
Kerala State in South India. Mr. Martick's home congregation in Mankato 
is underwriting the trip. 


* *% * 


A convent of Carmelite nuns has been established at Glumslov,. Sweden, the 
first Roman Catholic community. of its kind in the country since 1595 when 
the government barred all convents, cloisters and monasteries. The event 
was front-page news in the Swedish papers, and more than 20,000 persons 
visited the community for an "open house". Sweden has one of the lowest. 
percentages of Catholics in the world. Among its 7,300,000 population 
only 28,000 are Catholic, a percentage of 0.4. However, there are ll 
other Catholic religious orders or congregations operating in the country. 


* * * 


The World Youth Council in Austria, which includes youth of the madow 
Protestant churches in the country, has decided to invite the Austrian 
Roman.Catholic Youth as full participants to its future meetings. A 
Roman Catholic delegation attended this year's Whitsun meeting sponsored 
by the Council in Klagenfurt. Roman Catholic officials have given their 
consent for participation of the youth, 


* * % 


A sale of stamps yielded 430,000 Danish crowns ($62,307) towards a new 
church to be built in Utterslev near Copenhagen. The stamps were collect- 
ed by several parishioners. The total cost of the church, which is to he 
consecrated on 8 Bergaher, is 1,130,000 crowns ($163, 731). EPS, Geneva - 
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ANGLICANS CALL FOR UNITY, 
SERVICH, LAITY INVOLVEMENT 


(Toronto) - The Third World Anglican Congress concluded here with a ringing 
message affirming the communion's determination to work for Christian unity, 
expanded world service, and greater involvement of the laity. 


The message, which will be read in every Anglican church. throughout the 
world, declared that Anglicans cannot "live in isolation" from other 
Christians, and they intend to work "far more closely with other churches". 


Also included in the text - after a plea by a West African delegate and a 
nearly unanimous floor vote of the 1,000 delegates - was a statement condemn- 
ing racial discrimination as a sin and expressing shame that barriers of race 
still persist in the. church. 


The message emphasized Anglican determination "to learn how to serve our 
neighbours outside our. church walls, and our fellow men and women of other 
nations and continents", 


The tone of the message was in line with, and considered an endorsement of, 
a new global plan which observers have been almost unanimous in terming 
"historic. This "manifesto", presented to the Congress last week, spelled 
out: details of a new policy of mutual responsibility and interdependence 

and called for revolutionary changes within the communion. (See EPS No.32). 


While most Congress delegates were believed to favour the proposals of this 
"orand design", action in accepting, rejecting, or amending it can be taken 
only by the 18 churches in the communion, and not by the Congress itself. 


The Sunday Times (of London) commenting on the message declared: "The 
spectre of Anglicanism as a self-sufficient creed has been exorcized. .. 
(Returning delegates) will take with them a sharpened vision that a fort- 
night ago seemed unlikely to be got into focus. .. This Congress has 
achieved its fresh perception with remarkable unanimity. . ." 


ublished under the auspices of: World Council of Churches - World: Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
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The message included these passages: 


"We have learned again in Toronto that Anglicans, like other people, have 
no monopoly on God!s truth. We must all listen more carefully to what He 
has to say to us. He may speak through the Bible, through prayer, and His 
servants in other churches, through men of other faiths, or through those 
involved in this world's affairs who do not recognize Him at all. 


"Anglicans cannot live in isolation from other Christians. Some of our 
dioceses are now preparing to enter into unity with other churches. In 

this new life we shall continue to offer them our support and our fellowship, 
And we intend to work far more closely with our fellow Christians of other 
communions , both at home and throughout the world, 


"Again and again in our Congress we have realized the fundamental importance 
of the laity as partners with the clergy in the whole work of the Church, 
Our lay delegates have asked urgently for more adequate training. They 

want to understand their faith; they want to know how it applies to ques-~ 
tions of poverty, politics, race, and family, and to their everyday work :and 
leisure so that they may witness to Christ....." i . . . EPS, Geneva 


ASIAN. CHRISTIAN JOURNALISTS 
ATTEND BANGKOK MEETING 


(Bangkok) ~ A statement adopted at a pilot Consultation of Asian Christian . 
journalists here urged religious publications to "play a. prophetic role in 
moulding public opinion and influencing the ib apap on vital issues" 
through interpretative reporting. 


Sponsored by the East Asia Christian Conference's Witness of ihe fait the 
meeting was attended by journalists of religious and secular publications 
from the Philippines, Pakistan, India, Pepe ie Japan, Burma, Mrdes and 
Thailand, 


The statement treed Christian jbarmuliste to avoid sensationalism and not 
"cater for the baser instincts of man to’ secure wider circulation". ‘They 
were asked to strive for objectivity while bringing the Christian insights" 
to bear upon the interpretation of significant events. 


Observing that in many Asian countries "neither the public nor the govern- 
ment is kept informed of the life and work of the Church", the statement 
called on churches to set up public relations offices with competent. — 
publicity representatives. 


It deplored the existence of many small-circulation church publications and 
suggested that some of these could be united, Competing denominational 
publications also could be merged, the statement pointed out, in order to — 
present the Christian position more forcibly, particularly in non-Christian 
Se ake HPS, Geneva 
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$231,000 GIFT OF U.S. CHURCHWOMEN 
WILL AID BRAZIL'S FRONTIER SETTLERS 


(Belem, Brazil) - Thousands of new settlers along Brazil's frontier soon may 
find schools, medical care, churches, legal aid, and agricultural help near- 
by because of a vast new programme underwritten by American churchwomen. 


The settlers are carving farms out of forest land, living in towns so remote 
that even the dirt roads are new. They have come "west" to find a new life, 
many of them fleeing the snauel te stricken north-east, where hunger is en- 
demic. 


Their frontier is demarcated by a single highway - the new BR-14, cutting 
through virgin forest from the Amazon to the new capital, Brasilia. 


For communities along this frontier, Presbyterian U.S. missionaries and co- 
workers from the Presbyterian Church of Brazil will administer a programme 
of spiritual and: material aid, including adult and child education centres, 
evangelism programmes, medical, nursing, hygiene se. first-aid facilities, 
and agricultural and legal assistance. 


A record "birthday offering" of some $306,000 - with gifts still coming in - 
was given this year for the project and for medical work in Mexico by . 
Presbyterian U.S. women's groups. . More than $231,000 of the fund will go 
to, Brazil... 


"We hope to open 20 large evangelism. centres", a missionary reports, "from 
which these services can radiate. And at least 23 smaller centres each 
will*’serve as chapels, schools, and first-aid stations, and as a storage 
centre for free emergency food and medicines." 


The biggest problem, missionaries anticipate, will be training personnel to 
staff the work. To prepare teachers and lay preachers, a training centre 
will be opened in one of the larger towns, Imperatriz. EPS, Geneva 


NIGERIAN CHURCH UNION PREDICTED 
BY END OF 1965 


(Rochester, New York) ~ A Nigerian Methodist leader has predicted here that 
Methodists, Presbyterians, and Anglicans will unite to form one church in 
his country by the end of 1965. | 


The Rev. Adeolu Adegbola, director of Immanuel Theological College in Tbadan, 
noted that the three churches have been preparing for the union through 
joint committee consultations for some time. 


He also noted that in preparation for the union of about 300,000 rae 
with 100,000 members of each of. the other two churches, the five-year-old 
seminary which he heads was opened and is functioning as a combined 
Methodist-Anglican institution. ehibe 


Mr. Adegbola is in Rochester for meetings of the World Council of Churches! 
Central Committee. He is chairman of eat WeC's Youth Department. 
Re EPS, Banaye 
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CONGOLESE PASTORS COMPLETE 
THEOLOGICAL REFRESHER COURSE 


(Leopoldville) - Fourteen Congolese pastozs have returned to their homes and 
churches after spending six months here in the first refresher course, of its 
kind ever held in the Congo. ap ak | 


Starting in-the early part of. the year, 14 pastors representing several. 
churches. followed a resular programme of study including French, church 
history, pastoral theology, biblical theology, pastoral care, Christian 
education, worship, honiletics (with practice preaching in French instead 
of their own tribal languages), and Bible study. 


They atvended tne course in response to an invitation from the Congo's Fac= 
ulty of Theology, its highest level theological school. 


The Faculty, findings itself ‘without qualified Nr Gal seat ministerial 
candidates for the 1962-643 year, decided to offer a course of supplementary 
study for pastors. The participants were recommended by their respective 
churches and given a six-months! leave .of absence. 


The Faculty director, Presbyterian U.S. missionary Dr. aati CRen i Gs com- 
mented at the conclusion of the course: | 


"We didn't expect miracles during these six months but we did pray and work 

toward the end that these men would leave with a stronger sense of Christian 
unity, more knowledge of .the great challenges which face the Church in the 

Congo today, a deeper knowledge of the Scriptures, and a renewed and deepen- 
ed concept of the ministry as a service." . EPS, Geneva. 


FOREIGN MINISTER SAYS VATICAN MUST 
ADVISE SPAIN ON PROTESTANTS! STATUS 


(New York) ~ Spanish Foreign Minister Fernando Maria Costiella y Maiz, in 
an article published here, declared that "only with the express agreement 
of the Holy See" can Spain promulgate "some form of legal status for oe 
non-Catholic denominations! in that country. 


His article appeared in America, a national Catholic weekly which commented 
on it by saying that anean “igs now trying to find a way to adapt her practice 
(in regard to the non-Catholic minority) to the teaching of Pope John's 
encyclical Pacem in Pexeis" s bub "she expects the Vatican Council to indi- 


Renoir tors mm Sy eee 


cate the road she mus t follow". 


The Spanish ninister said that ton such vital oh eieeetote touching Grea 
national life, only he to whom Christ has entrusted the guidance of His 
entire Church - that is, the Roman Pontiff - is competent to speak", and 
"this is the road taken by the Spanish state". 


He recalled that in 1953 he negotiated and signed the. Dea peeb that Boned 
Pius XII concluded with Spain. 


"Since that time", he said, "I have eiemsi beubaved that an La venue of 
the legal status of non-Catholics in our country is a necessary corollary 
of the concordat, it is necessary if the religious peace we Spaniards have 
enjoyed for centuries is to be kept intact. It is necessary, too, if we 
are to preserve, with proper regard for the faith and conscience of dis- 
senters, that very special blessing of Spain's history, which is its 
'Catholic unity!'." EPS, Geneva 
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SIX RUSSIAN CHURCH LEADERS 
TO BE GUESTS OF BRETHREN 


(Blgin, LLAx) ~ Six leaders of the Russian Orthodox Church, including one lay- 
woman and three laymen, are visiting the Church of the Brethren in the 
United States, August 25-September 4. 


Their visit is part of a reciprocal tour planned as a goodwill exchange and 
is focussed on the common life of the churches. On October 6-20, six 
Brethren delegates will visit the USSR as guests of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. 


Heading the team of Russian Christians is Archimandrite Yuvenaly Poyarkov, 
in charge of the Russian Orthodox mission in Jerusalen. . 


"Behind the exchange is the desire of Brethren to strengthen the fellowship 
and witness of two diverse Christian groups and to broaden the base of — 
understanding between the people of two great powers", commented. the Rev. We 
Harold Kow, official host. Dr. Row is executive secretary of the Brethren 
Service Commission, Church of the Brethren, flgin, Ill. 


The tour schedule includes visits to Brethren congregations, colleges, and 
service centres in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Yashington, D.C., 
indiana, and Illinois. EPS, Geneva 


POPE URGES PILGRIMS 
TO PROMOTE CHURCH UNITY 


(Castel Gandolfo) - Pope Paul VI in an audience for thousands of pilgrims 
at his summer residence here exhorted them to be promoters of the unity of 
the Church. 


"We would hope", he said, "that you, returning to your homes, will be a 
witness of this happy experience here, and that you will always be promoters 
of the unity of the Church by working and praying that her sons may always 

be faithful and that the separated brethren may one day enjoy our happiness." 


The Pontiff said they also should strive that "men who are distant from 
Christ may know Him and set out on their way toward the only flock of human 
paternity and of common salvation". BPS, Geneva. 


NEPAL LAW BARS "PROSELYTISM" 
BY CHRISTIAN MISSIONARIES 


(Katmandu, Nepal) - Foreign missionaries are forbidden to "proselytize" 
under a sweeping new legal code promulgated by King Mahendra of Nepal, a 
remote kingdom in the Himalayas, where Hinduism is the state religion. 


The law does not legally recognize religious conversions. Missionaries 
seeking to make converts face a three-year prison term and banishment from 
the kingdom after a year in jail. 


Until about ten years ago Christian missionaries were not permitted in 
Nepal, but they have been allowed to enter since then if they promise not to 
attempt to make conversions. EPS, Geneva 
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DR. BADER, 77; 
DIES IN NEW YORK 


(New York) - Dr. Jesse M. Bader, general secretary of the World Convention 
of Churches of Christ (Disciples) for many years, died here at the age of 77. 


A long-time veteran of denominational and interdenominational work in the 
USA and abroad, Dr. Bader served for 24 years as director of evangelism for 
the former Federal and the present National Council of Churches. He held 
the NCC post until March 31, 1954, when he retired to devote his full time 
to the World Convention as general secretary and to Disciples! work around 
the world. 


He had been instrumental in the organization of the World Convention at 
Washington, D.C., in 1930-and served as' its first president before: Roem 
elected general secretary, a post he held until his death. 


Dr. Bader was a delegate at the constituting Assembly of the World Council . 
of Churches in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, in 1948, and subsequently attended 
WCC assemblies and meetings of its Central Committee. He also was present 

at the Oxford and poten conferences on Faith and Order, and Life and 
Work. 


Dr. Bader started a number of movements and organizations. These included 
the National ie oe Missions in 1936, the University Christian Missions 
in 1938, the Armed Forces Preaching Missions in 1939, the American Christ- 
ians Ashrams (retreats) in 1940, and the Worldwide Communion Sunday 
observance in 1940. : 


He also spearheaded the movement for a more reverent observance of Christmas 
and for a more widespread observance of Reformation Sunday. 


Last year he served as a delegate-observer for the World Convention to the 
first session of the Second Vatican Council. 


He was the author of "Evangelism in a Changing America! (1957). 
: EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERAN BODY OFFERS TO ACT AS 
wec'sS AGENT IN SERVICH PROGRAMMES 


(Rochester, N.Y.) - A new stage in the development by the churches of a 

common service for meeting world needs was opened up here when an offer by 

the Lutheran World Federation / World Service to act in specified circum- 
stances as the agent of the WCC for the carrying out of service programmes and 
was accepted in principle,"cordially and unanimously", by the Wee's 

Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


The Division met in Rochester University last week before the opening of 
the WCC's Central Committee meeting at Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, 
which will be in session through September 2. 


Dr. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, director of LWP /! D9 Geneva, Siitder lend: who was 
present as a consultant, made the offer to act as agent and reported that 
it had already been ar eels constitutionally by Lutheran authorities, 


He explained why the LWF, many of whose member churches are members of the 
World Council, maintains its own services for refugees and people in need, 
and said that the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, which in the main is 
not operational, might wish, on behalf of the whole Christian community, to 
draw on the experience and resources which the Lutheran body has been able 
to develop. 


al sa 
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Dr. Muetzelfeldt said that as new refugee situations arose, the LF stood | 
ready to undertake any programme it might be asked to carry out for the 
Christian community and to pool its resources with those of other churches. 


In such circumstances it would act in the name of the World Council and 
would recruit staff from other confessions to perform the necessary pro- 
grammes. The assurance was given that before anything of this nature was 
done, there would be full consultation with the WCC and the churches and 
councils in the area where the work was to be carried out. 


The LWF/WS would assume basic responsibility for financing any programme it 
agreed to do in the name of the World Council but other contributions might 
be requested through the Division of Inter-Church Aid and accepted by mutual 
agreement. 


In accepting the offer in principle for forwarding to vec authorities for 
approval, the Division expressed its gratitude to the LWF and said that 
"an historic moment" had come in the development of Christian service. 

: EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES RAISE NEARLY $400,000 
FOR HOUSES FOR SKOPJE !QUAKE SURVIVORS 


(Geneva) - Funds totalling nearly %400,000 have now been received or pledged 
by member churches of the World Council of Churches to build pre-fabricated 
houses for survivors of the July 26 earthquake in Skopje, Yugoslavia. 


The new figure was announced here by the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service. ; 


The funds will enable construction of upwards of 100 houses for survivors 
of the record 15-second earthquake in which 2,000 persons lost their lives 
and approximately 80 per cent of all buildings were either destroyed or 
severely damaged. 


The first truckloads of the pre-fab dwellings, which are being constructed 
by a firm in Upper Austria, are expected to leave Sept. 5. Meanwhile, work 
is underway in Skopje preparing the foundations for the new dwellings. 


Yugoslav authorities are providing the trucks and drivers to transport the 
houses, while the construction firm, as part of its contract, is supplying 
the petrol for the trucks and hospitality for the drivers. 


Contributions received or pledged are the following: Australia, $36,800; 
Denmark, $4,000; Germany, $125,000; Great Britain, $52,000; Netherlands, 
$28,000; New Zealand, $2,800; and USA, $150,000. Churches around the 
world also have sent in tons of material supplies includingfood, medicines, 
tents; and bedding. 


WCC officials said more funds are still expected from churches in other. 
parts of the world. 


Occupants of the houses, each of which costs $3,500, will be chosen by the 
special five-man committee of city, church, and Yugoslav Red Cross 
officials set up to oversee the project. Since most of the older persons © 
and children in the city have been evacuated the first tenants will be from 
among the working-age population. For two years as many people as possible 
will occupy each house. After that the houses will be converted into one- 
family dwellings. 
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Dr. Pavle Gregoric, president of the Yugoslav Red Cross, expressed apprecia- 
tion for the churches! aid in a letter to the World Council. 


"We are deeply touched," he wrote, "by your efficient and enormous aid which 
came at the right time and still is coming to relieve the consequences of 
the disastrous earthquake. Your aid represents one of the significant 
features of international solidarity in this difficult moment. . ." . 

EPS, Geneva 


NEW CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE TO STUDY 
PROBLEMS IN SOUTH AFRICA 


-(Johannesberg) - The Christian Institute of South Africa has been launched 
here by an inter-racial group of 180 persons representing almost all of the 
Republic's Protestant and Anglican churches. 


Primary function of the Institute, for which the first meeting approved a 
constitution, a spokesman said, is to "tackle the problems facing Christians 
in South Africa - racial differences causing division between the churches 
and other problems which tend to divide. . .Christians". 


He described the movement as "the first big step toward cooperation among 
all South African churches", adding that a "common ground" was being sought 
first among the races "before making an assault on the problem as a whole" 


“Membership is open to any Christian who approves the basis and aims of the 
Institute. Persons will become members in their individual capacities, not 
as representatives of.their particular churches. 


The Institute's work will be carriedon by means:of study circles and dis- 
cussion groups, courses and conferences, publications, and other services. 
A full-time director will be appointed. 


Several prominent persons were named to its Board of Management at the first 
session. They include Dr. J.B. Webb, president of the South African 
Methodist Church, who will serve as chairman; Anglican Archbishop B.B. 
Burnett of Bloemfontein; Professor A.5S. Geyser, theologian and noted advo- 
cate of racial integration who was recently cleared of heresy charges by 

the Dutch Reformed Church (Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk van Afrika), the Rev. 
C.F.B. Naude, moderator of the Transvaal Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church 
(Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerke), Bishop A.H. Zulu, Suffragan Bishop of 
Transkei (Anglican), and the Rt. Rev. P.G. Pakendorf, Lutheran Thad of 
Pretoria. : 


Opposition to the Institute has-been ae by the Rev. A.J.G. | Someta een | 
moderator of the Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk, one of the smaller Dutch 
Reformed churches, who described it as an apartheid pressure group which 

has as its aim the defeat of the South African policy of "separate develop- 
ment". 


Dr. J.B. Webb, Board of Management chairman, said in a press interview: 

"We are not thinking in terms of race, culture cr politics, but only in. terms 
of the Kingdom of God and the Will of Christ. . .We are trying to work out 
the implications of this for the peoples of Sipe Africa. «+. 
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"The: Institute is a genuine, sincere and spontaneous thing It has not been 
insinuated on'us by any°-outsiders. The initiative has come oat eae from — 
South African Christians who are trying to overcome some of the fears and 
prejudices that keep: us apart." 


The Johannesburg star commented: "Here for the first time for many years is 
a single organization of people of many denominations and of all races 
dedicated to the advancement of the brotherhood of man." EPS, Geneva 


THREE PERSONS TO REPRESENT WCC 
AT SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL SESSION 


(Rochester, N.Y.) - Three official observers will represent the World Council 
of Churches at the second session of the Second Vatican Council when it opens 
next month. 


They will be Dr. Lukas Vischer of the WCC's Faith and Order staff, Geneva, 
and a churchman from Asia and one from the Eastern Orthodox churches. The 
names of the last two will be announced later. Dr. Vischer was the WoC! . 
only observer to the first session of the Council. ae 


The WCC's 100-member Central Committee is in annual session here. 
rh. tote EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP DIETZFELBINGER TO DIRECT 
ECUMENICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 


(Munich) - The Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation has 
appointed Dr. Hermann Dietzfelbinger, Bishop of Bavaria, Germany, as the 
first chairman of the governing body of its new Foundation for Ecumenical 
Research, 


An ad hoc commictee of the LWF which he led did the preparatory work for the 
foundation which was approved at the Federation's recent Assembly in Helsinki. 


No final decision has yet been made as to where the Institute's headquarters 
will be. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


After a period of perfect reception of Radio Vatican transmissions in 
the German, Czecho-Slovakian and Hungarian languages in the winter of 
1962/63, Communist "jamming" stations have resumed their activities. They 
interrupted them only once when Pope John XXIII was on his deathbed. In 
Rome it is believed that the respite from "jamming" in the winter was due to 
the critical power shortage in Eastern Europe. 


ae Soe 


Roman Catholic Archbishop Botero Salazar of Medellin, Columbia, has 
announced that in the future costs of weddings and funerals will be the 
same for both the rich and the poor in his diocese, The Archbishop said 
that the previous practice, in which there were three differentsclasses of 
rites for weddings and funerals, varying with the parties! ability to pay 
"detracted in many cases from the sacred character" of the ceremonies and 
was contrary to "the social feelings of every Christian". He also noted 
that the old system caused many to go into debt. 
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A nation-wide survey to measure the effects of parochial school educa- 
tion on Roman Catholics. in the. United States is -being conducted. by the 
University of Chicago's National Opinion Research Centre. A. committee of 
prominent Roman Catholic and Protestant scholars is working with centre © 
officials in charge of the study. The study will seek to determine ; 
"whether there is a special moral and value flavour which is. faa seectiae: sin Wiha 
Ce school Bia taf 


25 x * 


Appointment of a committee to conduct ecumenical conversations has been 
approved by a large majority of delegates to the 151lst annual Seventh Day 
Baptist General Conference (USA). The action was in response to an invita- 
tion from the American Baptist Convention to engage in conversations explor- 
ing the possibility of interdenominational cooperation and merger. 


* * * 


‘ Christians around the world have been asked to pray for the Mission: to 
South Africa to be conducted by the Rev. Alan Walker of Australia. The —— 
mission will start in Johannesberg, September 12, and conclude, Octover 6, 
in Capetown. The Methodist Church in South Africa has been preparing for 
the mission for two years. Mission meetings, most of which will be racially 
integrated, will be held in South Africa's six largest cities, with 10-day 
missions in Pretoria and Capetown. A 100-foot illuminated cross has been 
erected on Signal Hill in Capetown beneath which constant prayer vigils 
are being held. In support of the mission South african Christians have 
coined the phrase: "Pause and pray at noon each day". In Australia, .as an 
act of identification with the Mission, prayer meetings are being held and 
the noon-time prayer practice is being followed. ‘ 


* x * 


The Anglican church in the English village of Yatton-Keynell recently 
celebrated a mass according to the Roman Catholic rite. The innovation was 
reportedly the result of conversations between the local Anglican clergy and 
the moderator of a Roman Catholic school in Venray, Netherlands, who is 
visiting England. The event has caused considerable comment in the area. 

ae ee EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


"TRUE DIALOGUE" IS THE VITAL ISSUE, 
DR. VISSER 'T HOOFT TELLS CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


(Rochester, ee) ~ The vital question facing the Roman Catholic Church and 
other churches is not "whether we can unite but whether we can enter into 2 
true dialogue with each other", the general secretary of the ‘orld Council 
of Churches said here. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva, Switzerland, told the opening session of 

the World Council's Central Committee here that despite the "new spirit of 
self-examination and self-correction" in the Roman Catholic Church "the funda- 
mental issues which have kept us apart remain stubborn realities". 


He spoke before Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox leaders from all parts of 
the world gathered here for the annual meeting of the 100-member policy- 
making Central Committee, August 26-September 3,. 


The World Council executive, a Dutch Reformed theologian, hailed the new 
developments in unity made possible by the Second Vatican Council but-cau- 
tioned against either an "overestimation or an underestimation" of the 
Significance of recent events. 


"We must in any case not take the sceptical attitude which says there cannot 
be a real evolution in the attitude of the Roman Church to other churches", 
Drs Visser 't-Hooft said, - 


or act as if the profound 
issues of faith and order between the Church of Rome and the other churches 
have been solved or almost been-solved. 


"Nor must we take the romantic line and speak 


"What we need is men who understand on the one hand that the Spirit is at 
work in the new self-examination and self-correction of the Roman Catholic 
Church and that all churches can learn from this, but who understand also 
that while this creates new opportunities for conversation and collaboration, 
the fundamental issues which have kept us apart remain stubborn realities." 


He said that ecumenical dialogue must always contain a process of "mutual 
correction" which goes beyond formulation. "Again we believe that ecumeni- 
cal dialogue must be dialogue based on the clear foundation of the common 
faith in Jesus Christ and we should like to be reassured that it is such a 
dialogue and not a dialogue on the basis of some undefined general religious 
basis that is intended." 


The fact that the Roman Catholic Church is now becoming an important centre 

of ecumenical activities and initiatives is bound to affect the situation of 
the World Council of Churches, he observed. He said that the World Council 
had never believed that it should have a monopoly in the work of Christian 
unity. ; 
"Moreover this development is partly a result of the work of the World Council 
of Churches as authoritative mtoman Catholic voices have stated. 5o although 
at certain points this will make our work more difficult, we. have reason to 
rejoice in the fact that the leaven of the ecumenical idea is at work in all 
parts of Christendom." 


He spelled out some dangers and temptation created by the existence of 
several centres of ecumenical initiative. "One of those is that of looking 
upon the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council as two analagous and- 
comparable bodies. 
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"It happens very often th.t in one way or another the advantages or disad- -- 
vantages, the successes or failures of the Roman Catholic Church and the. 
World Council are set side by side. But this is a misleading procedure. 


"Por each must be understood in its own character: . the Roman Catholic 
Church is a church and the WCC is a council of churches. Each has its own 
specific task and must be judged in the light of that task." | 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that another danger is that a spirit of competition 
might arise between the two centres of ecumenical activity. 


It arises "when the impression is created that the Second Vatican Council Le 
the most comprehensive centre of ecumenical activity which puts all other 
previous ecumenical understanding in the shadow", he said. "Or when claims 
are made concerning the Papacy, its world-role wi its leading function which 
the vast majority of non-Roman Catholics cannot possibly accept. 


"Such utterances can only create reactions which will weaken rather than 
strengthen the new and still fragile relations which have been patiently 
established. On.our side we must shines ingeh guard against utterances which 
could have the same effect." . 


le said that the role of the World Council is "not to compete or compare" 
but to follow its own calling "to bring all the churches together which are 
ready for this fellowship in which they seek to manifest through exchange 

in thought and life and through common witness and common service to the 
world that unity which they already have in their common faith in Christ and 
to prepare the way for the fuiler unity the Lord has in store for them.'' 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft suggested three lines of action for closer cooperation 
with the Roman Catholic Church. These, he said, are to create opportunities 
for discussion of: 


Theological and ecclesiological questions; 


Practical questions such as the problems of religious liberty, 
of mixed marriages, relationships in missionary situations 
and the issues of proselytism; 


The witness of eis churches with regard to public life and 
particularly international affairs. 


He underscored the role of the World Council since its beginning as a meet- 
ing place between Eastern and Western Christians. Future church historians 
may judge the work of the World Council in this decade in the light of the 
greatly increased membership of Orthodox churches and ask: Did the World 
Council really use the new opportunity to bring astern and western churches 
closer together? 


Despite encouraging signs, "the main task is still before us", he said. 
We have to deal with enormous ignorance, with grave misunderstandings, with 
deep differences in the very categories of thought and expression". 


There is need for a new desire.; on the part of the Eastern and Western 
Christians in general and not scholars only "to get to know each other and | 
to enter into a fellowship of mutual enrichment.. 


"Tf we see this task in its true historical light - in the light of a .separa- 
tion that has lasted nearly a thousand years - we will approach it with 
patience." sf 
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The approach to the new dialogue "should not be one of worry about the diffi- 
culty of the task laid upon us, but rather of gratitude that we belong to 

the generation of Christians who have the privilege of being called to take 
first steps in healing the very old breach which has had such tragic conse- 
quences for the life of the Church and for mankind". 


Executive Committee Report 


Relationships between the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic 
Church must be based on the principle underlying the whole ecumenical move- 
ment - common faith in the one Lord, Jesus Christ - the World Council's 
Executive Committee said in its report to the Central Committee here. 


The 14-member Executive Committee met here on the eve of the larger confer- 
ence to which there are two official Roman Catholic observers. 


The Committee reported that it has given careful thought to the ways in 
which relationships between the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church should be 
developed, but adds; 


"It is clear that no definite decisions in this field should be taken until 
the Second Vatican Council has completed its work. 


"Te have every reason to express deep appreciation for the way in which the 
group of observers from the WCC, from the confessional bodies, and a number 
of churches was received in Rome. The Secretariat for Unity facilitated 
their work at every point and they were able to enter into close and frater- 
nal contact with many of the bishops and of the Council theologians. 
Cardinal Bea has written graciously to express his gratification about the 
relationships thus established." 


The Executive Committee's report asks whether certain conference techniques 
that were appropriate when the ecumenical movement was much smaller have 
now become outmoded by the growth of the World Council and ought therefore 
to be revised. 


The report mentions specifically the experience of the recent Faith and 
Order Conference at Montreal, Canada, and says that with the wide participa- 
tion and the "perhaps too inclusive programme" the conference had to face a 
theological situation of considerable complexity. Member churches are 
consequently called on to consider seriously how, in the new ecumenical 
Situation, Faith and Order can best render its particular service to the 
churches and prepare the way for greater and deeper unity. 


Although the World Council's budget for 1962 shows a surplus of 418,000, 
the Executive Committee reports that there is danger of a deficit on the 
1963 operations and that the position will become more difficult next year. 


"This situation results", the report says, "from the pressure of rising 
costs and prices, the progressive implementation of the decisions of the 
Third Assembly (held in New Delhi latein 1961) « concerning increased pro- 
gramme and staff, and the pressure to undertake increased programme 
activities." EPS, Geneva 
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DR. BLAKE CITES CHURCHES! FATLURE 
IN WASHINGTON MARCH SPEECH 


(Washington, D.C.) - Dr. Bugene Carson Blake, addressing the stirring mass 
of 200,000 Negro and white Americans in the historic "March on Washington" 
last week, said that it is "partly because the churches of America have 
failed to put their own house in order that 100 years after the Emancipation 
Proclamaticn....the United States still faces a racial crisis". 


Dr. Blake, a "founding chairman" of the March, was one of ten speakers, 
including a Roman Catholic and a Jewish leader, who spoke to the March from 
the steps of the Lincoln Memorial. 


A member of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches in session 
at Rochester, New York, he and five other American members of the Committee 
flew to Washington to take part in the March. 


"T wish indeed that I were able to speak for all Protestant, Anglican, and 
Orthodox Christians as I speak on behalf of full justice and freedom for all 
born or living under the American flag", Dr. Blake said. 


"But that is precisely the point. If all the members and all the ministers 
of the constituency I represent here today were indeed ready to stand and 
march with you for jobs and freedom for the Negro people, together with all 
the Roman Catholic Church and all the synagogues in America the battle for 
full civil rights and dignity would be already won." 


Noting that he represented the new Commission on Religion and Race of the 
National Council of Churches, he said that through the years the NCC and its 
member churches have "said all the right things about civil rights", but that 
Christian churches as well as the community at large were still guilty of 
practising segregation. 
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Then, speaking of the thousands of church leaders and members taking part in 
the March, he declared: 


"We do not therefore come to this Lincoln Memorial today in any arrogant 
spirit of moral or spiritual superiority to 'set the nation straight! or to 
judge or denounce the American people in whole or in part. Rather, we come 

- late, late we come - in the reconciling and repentant spirit in which the 
humble Lincoln of Illinois once replied to a delegation of morally arrogant 
churchmen, 'Never say God is on our side, rather pray that we may be found 

on God's side'. We come in the fear of God that moved Thomas Jefferson of 
Virginia, whose memorial stands there across the lagoon, once to say, ‘Indeed, 
I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just'. vy 


"Yes, we come to march behind and with those amazingly able leaders of the 
Negro Americans who, to the shame of almost every white American, have alone 
and without.us mirrored the suffering of the Cross of Jesus Christ; they 
have offered their bodies to arrest and to violence, to the hurt and indig- 
nity of fire hoses and dogs, of derision and of poverty, and some to death, 
for this just cause. We come - late we come - but we come to present our- 
selves, our souls and bodies, to be a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 
to God, which.is our reasonable service in a kind of tangible and visible 
sacrament which alone in times like these can manifest to a troubled world 
the grace available at communion table or high altar. 


"We come in prayer that we, in our time, may be more ments) to ge he name 
our tongues so fluently profess. We come in faith that the God who made us. 
and gave His Son for us and for our salvation will overrule the fears and 
hatreds that so far have prevented the establishment of full racial justice 
in our beloved country. We come in hope that those who have marched today 
are but a-token of a new and massive high determination of all men of reli- 
gion and patriotism to win in this 'nation under God. . .liberty and justice 
for all'!. ‘Je come in that love revealed in Jesus Christ, which reconciles: 
into true community all men of every colour, race, and nation who respond in 
faith and obedience to Him,' 


Later, back in Rochester, Dr. Blake told members of the ‘forld Council's 
Central Committee that March leaders will press a "day to day" effort for 
passage of pending civil rights legislation. 


He said the Mareh chairmen planned to meet in the near future to map follow- 
up activities, and that they intend to fight any "watering-down" of the 
administration's civil rights proposals. EPS, Geneva 


RACIAL SEGREGATION "UNCHRISTIAN", 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE DECLARES 


(Rochester, N.Y.) - The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
has declared categorically that you can't be a Christian if you practice 
any form of racial segregation. 


In a hard-hitting statement that took specific note of racial struggles in 
South Africa and in the United States, the Council declared that "any form 
of segregation based on race, colour, or éthnic origin is contrary to the 
Gospel" and when Christians deny this "by action or inaction" Sat "betray 
Christ and the fellowship which bears His name". 


The struggle for racial justice in the United States, the resolution ase 
is no longer "a purely internal issue. 
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"It is rather an integral part of world-wide racial tension and as such has 
become a matter of deep concern for Christians everywhere." 


The statement adopted unanimously is regarded as the strongest condemnation 
of segregation yet made by the World Council. American churchmen from all 
parts of the country, representing 143 churches, took part in the discussion 
and vote of the 100-member committee. 


While paying tribute to both individuals and churches "who have suffered in 
this cause! the committee called on American churches and individual Chris-~ 
tians "to intensify efforts to eliminate all forms of racial discrimination 
from every aspect of life in the United States". 


American churches themselves, the resolution continued, "have much to do in 
order to bring their practice in race relations into accord with their 
Bolioy; 


In dealing with the "grave racial conflict in the Republic of South Africa", 
the Council called upon white Christians in that country "to renewed peni- 
tence for past failures in fellowship and to a determination to repudiate 

- by deeds as well as words - all that weakens their witness to Christ in 
whom all men are one", 


The statement also urged "white Christians in the Republic (of South Africa) 
to "reconsider the way their churches have gone". In 1960, three Dutch 
Reformed church bodies in South Africa withdrew their membership from the 
World Council following a consultation of South African churches which issued 
a strong statement condemning the government's apartheid policy. 


Congregational, Presbyterian, Anglican, Lutheran, and Moravian church groups 
in South Africa still retain their membership in the Council. 


It appealed to Christians throughout the world to "work to inform world 
opinion and impress upon other countries and governments their responsibility 
in respect of this grave crisis (in South Africa)", 


It further called on "all Christians", both in and out of South Africa, to 
"urge the government of the Republic to re-establish contact with the 
African, Coloured, and Indian communities; to lose no time in reversing 
the political trend; in securing full political, civil and economic rights 
for all members of these communities, particularly for those in urban areas, 
and to restore justice to all". 


In an apparent reference to the attempted arms embargo on South Africa, the 
statement declared that "the pursuit by governments of selfish national 
interests, particularly in the economic sphere, in their relations with 
South Africa can do much to defer the realization of racial justice for all 
her peoples". 


The action further called on all Christians everywhere to repent of their 
past sins and change their future ways. 


‘We acknowledge with deep shame that many Christians through hesitation and 
inaction are not engaged in this struggle, or are on the wrong side of ot, 
the statement said. 


"The first requirement for the churches in the respect of race is that they 
themselves remove racial barriers in their own fellowship", the resolution 
declared. EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD COUNCIL URGES 
TEST BAN TREATY SUPPORT 


(Rochester) - World-wide support for the limited nuclear test ban treaty 
was urged. by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches in annual 
session here. 


The statement, which had been approved earlier by the Executive Committee of 
the Council's Commission of the Churches on International affairs, recog- 
nizes that while the treaty does have limitations, "it opens the way to 
further agreements and thereby reduces the threat of war", ds well as reduc- 
ing the hazards from nuclear fall-out. . #) . 


The statement urges all nations to "seize every opportunity to capture the 
advantages of this moment and to explore the possibilities of advancing from 
co-existence to thé beginning of co-operation" and ¢alled for public opinion 
to “urgently support governments which have advanced in this direction”. 


Recognizing that "the full value of the treaty depends on the adherence of 
all nations of the world", the statement emphasized that "ways must be found 
whereby France and China can associate themselves with the treaty", and 
further urged that "every opportunity should be seized to keep open channels 
of contact With: China, and to bring hex into the family of nations so that” 
she may accept the responsibilities and disciplines of its institutions". 


“It suggested as "next steps" towards, the reduction of international tensions: 
- "Ratification by government and in the wills of whole nations. 


- "Formal adherence by all the nations of the world, including France 
and the People's Republic of China. : 

- "New discipline relating to international decision on’nuclear power 
and on serving nuclear justice for all nations. 


- "Application both of the letter and of the spirit of the treaty 
provisions. Ney ; 


'- "International inspection and control of underground tests. 
- "Cooperation in the penetration of outer space. 


- "Intermediate steps such as mutual military inspection and nuclear 
free zones. ane 


- "A non-aggression pact or a reasonable alternative. 


- "A solution of outstanding political problems including the German 
problem as a whole. 


- "Admission of China to the family of nations, subject to the responsi- 
bilities and disciplines of its institutions." 


The statement calls upon church members to "press upon the attention of 
governments the considcrations outlined (in the statement) which express in 
practical terms the aspirations of millions of our fellow men" in whose 
hearts. "new hopes for peace have stirred". 


The Central Committee voted to communicate the statement "to all national 
governments and to the United Nations". It will also go to all member 
churches of the World Council. ni | EPS, Geneva 
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DR. RAMSEY LAUDS 
GROWTH IN UNITY 


(Rochester, N.Y.) - The Archbishop of Canterbury said here today that 
Christendom is "considerably closer" to Christian unity than it has been for 
many years. 


While explaining that "vital organic unity is still far off", Dr.A.M.Ramsey 
told a press conference Curing the meetings of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches that "the first stage of unity - the stage of 
charity and cooperation and the growing awareness that the churches are 
allies has increased miraculously in the last few years". 


The spiritual leader of the world-wide Anglican communion, who is also one 
of the WCC's presidents, characterized the Council as "neither a church nor 
a part of a church; a good servant of the churches and of humanity". 


The international church body has in its 15 years of existence become 
genuinely world-wide in scope, the prelate said, though he conceded that 

"in the early days the World Council was in great danger of being very 
Western and very Protestant. Now!',he continued, "it is in genuine dialogue" 
with all aspects of Protestant and Orthodox Christendon. EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH TOURIST OFFICE 
POSTS NOTICE OF SERVICES 


(Las Palmas) - Noting in a bulletin of the Spanish Ministry of Information 
that "information for tourists about places and times of evangelical church 
services must be made available in hotels", a Baptist pastor in Las Palmas, 
Canary Islands, recently had a notice sheet printed in three languages and 
sent it to all hotels, restaurants, consulates and travel offices in the 
city. 


As a result several French and German tourists attended the little Baptist 
chapel the following Sunday. Later, the chief of the Tourist Office, which 
is administered by the government Ministry of Information, wrote to the 
pastor, the Rev. Juan Torras, expressing his gratitude "for the information 
sent to this office about religious services in your church", He said the 
notices would be posted in his office as a service to tourists. 


"Thanks be to God that the spirit of religious tolerance seems to be taking 
hold in the minds of our people", Mr. Torras said. He reported that his 
church was opened recently without formalities and there has been no official 
interference of any kind. 


Observers consider the posting of announcements concerning services partic- 

ularly significant, since Protestant churches until now were not allowed to 

publicize their work in any way, and were forbidden even to put the names 

of churches and announcement of services on the outside of church buildings. 
; | EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN COMMUNION URGED TO 
CALL WORLD MEETING FOR LAYMEN 


(Toronto) - A world meeting of lay representatives from each of the 18 
member churches of the Anglican communion was urged here as.a step toward 
developing more effective liaison between laymen and clergy. 


Some 60 laymen from the United States, Canada, England, Australia, and 
South Africa, holding a consultation on the layman's role in stewardship 
and evangelism, passed a resolution requesting Bishop Stephan Bayne of 
London, chief executive office of the communion, to arrange such a meeting 
through bishops of Anglican churches around the world. : 
The meeting was seen as a preliminary move toward the possible formation of 
a world-wide federation for Anglican laymen. . 
The consultation, held immediately after the ll-day Third Worlid Anglican 
Congress, was sponsored by the Divisions of Laymen's Work of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the USA, and the Anglican Church of Canada. 


EPS, Geneva 
BOOK DEMAND AHEAD 
OF SUPPLY IN CONGO 
(Luluabourg, Congo) - One of the most significant post-independence develop- 


ments here is the increasing demand for reading material, missionaries 
report. 


Liproka, the Protestant bookstore of Kasai, reports that before January, 1962, 
total monthly sales never passed 300. By November, 1962, average monthly - 
sales were over $3,000. April sales this year topped all previous months. 
Over half of the books sold were Christian literature. | 


Because of the growing demand for literature, the bookstores are finding it 
increasingly difficult to keep their shelves adequately stocked. Lack of 
sufficient production facilities in the Congo makes the problem more serious. 


Liproka's director of distribution, the Rev. Levi Keidel, believes that 
additional bookstore personnel and the use of South African, European, and 
American presses would help "to provide new literature in a volume that will 
not only adequately supply our existing outlets, but will make it possible 
to open new ones in areas yet untouched". 


The literature is available at present at 34 selling points; 15 Liproka 
stores, three independent bookstores, and 16 mobile stores. PS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN PRELATE CONDEMNS 
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT LAW 


(Dar-es-Salaam) - Anglican Bishop Trevor Huddleston of Masai sharply con- 
demned here the introduction of corporal punishment in Tanganyika as 2 denial 
of human dignity. 


Addressing the Dar-es-Salaam Cultural Society, he rebuked Christians in this 
country for not speaking out against corporal punishment when the question 
of flogging was debated in Parliament. 


"Tt is the duty of the Church to raise its voice" on social issues, he said, 
and "it is healthy for a country to hear a voice raised on such issues", 
EPS, Geneva 
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NEW VOLUME MARKS 25 YEARS 
OF SERVICE BY DR. VISSER 'T HOOFT 


(Rochester, N.Y.) - To mark Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft's 25 years of service 
as general secretary of the World Council of Churches, fifteen scholars, 
all his close friends, have published, a book assessing the history and aims 
of the ecumenical movement which he has spearheaded for a quarter of a 
century. 


The book, entitled The Sufficiency of God, was presented to Dr. Visser 't 
Hooft by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, the chairman of the Central Committee, 
during the Committee's meeting here. 


Dr. Visser !t Hooft said the volume was the finest gift he had ever received 
during his service with the World Council oh a it would powerfully help 
the ecumenical movement. 


Published in Britain and America, The Sufficiency of God takes its title 
from a text in the Bible, "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think 
_ anything as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God", (II Corinthians, 


335) 


It includes a profile by Dr. Robert C. Mackie, of Biggar, Scotland, a former 
colleague, and chapters contributed by five scholars in the USA and by 
French, Czech, Greek, Indian, British, Swiss, and Dominican writers. 


The presentation was followed by a standing ovation by the delegates. 


Born in 1900, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, a Dutchman, was appointed general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches in 1938 when it was still in 
process of formation. He continued to head the ecumenical movement through- 
out World War II from a temporary headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland, and 
in 1948 saw his efforts crowned by the formal constitution of the World 
Council at its First Assembly, held’ in Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 


Die’. Visser 't Hooft has announced that he intends to retire in 1965. 
EPS, Geneva 


FIRST OF "BOWLER HAT" CLERGYMEN 
TO BE ORDAINED IN SOUTHWARK 


(Southwark, London ) - Thirteen men who have been studying for the priest- 
hood in’their spare time in the Anglican diocese of Southwark, England, 
will be ordained next month at Southwark cathedral. The ordination pro- 
‘gramme was started three years ago by the Bishop of Southwark, Dr. Mervyn 
Stockwood, in an effort to provide more clergy for the understaffed 
diocese, 


Known as the "bowler-hat" clergy, the students include a solicitor, clerk, 
property manager, school-master, and company director. After ordination 
six of the men will remain in their present jobs giving voluntary assist- 
ance at weekends. 


Dr. Stockwood commented: "This does not mean they are 'part-time' parsons. = 
It will be their task to bear witness to the faith in the places where they 
are employed. That's something which may be more difficult and demanding 
than the usual parochial ministry-" EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD COUNCIL NAMES FOUR OBSERVERS 
TO SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL SESSION 


(Rochester, N.Y.) - The World Council of Churches has named four persons 
as official observers to the second session of the Second Vatican Council 
which opens the end of this month. It had been announced earlier that the 
WCC would be represented by three observers. 


The four are: the Rt. Rev. John Sadiq, Bishop of Nagpur, India, of the 
Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon; and Dr. Masatoshi Doi, 


rofessor of Systematic Theology and Ecumenics at Doshisha University, 
Kyoto, Japan. 


Also: Dr. Nicos A. Nissiotis, a layman of the Greek Orthodox Church, who 
is associate director of the World Council's Ecumenical Institute, and Dr. 
Lukas Vischer, research secretary of the WCC's Faith and Order Department, 
a member of the Swiss Reformed Church, Dr. Vischer was the WCC's only 
representative to the first session of the Council. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Just prior to its World Council meeting which opens in Denmark at the 
end of September, the World YWCA is convening a conference in Geneva on 
‘Women and Girls Migrating Abroad for Economic Reasons", YWCA participants 
from 12 countries (countries of emigration, of primarily permanent immigra- 
tion, or which recruit labour from abroad on a temporary basis) will be 
joined by representatives of 14 other voluntary agencies interested in 
these problems, and of the Social Bureau of the United Nations, the Inter- 
national Labour Office, and the Intergovernmental Committee for European 
Migration. 


The conference will seek to analyze the special problems - social, 
economic, moral, psychological, and spiritual - of women migrants, to 
awaken the interest and concern of public opinion, and to clarify the task 
of voluntary agencies and the particular responsibility of the YWCA. It 
will deal only with short-term migrants or migrants for life (industrial 
workers, household employees, rural migrants, etc.) and not with students 
or girls who go abroad au _pair. 


* * * 


A new "Confession of Faith" in modern language has been adopted by the 
Mennonite Church!s biennial General Conference meeting in Kalona, lowa, 
USA. It was the first revision of such a statement in more than 40 years. 
Some 20 articles in the statement deal with items including the nature, 
function, discipline, and ceremonies of the Mennonite Church, the mission 
of the church, Christian integrity, and marriage and the home. 


* * * 


The Assemblies of God adopted a resolution at its biennial General 
Council in Memphis, Tenn., USA, offering to familiarize other denominations 
with the Pentecostal experience of "speaking in tongues". Assemblies 
clergymen, the resolution declared, are desirous to "meet with, pray with, 
and aid in any other way any denominational minister in reaching an under- 
standing of the Pentecostal experience". . EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


CENTRAL COMMITTRE DEBATES 
MEANING OF WCC MEMBERSHIP 


(Rochester) - Searching questions concerning the meaning of membership in 
the World Youncil of Churches were raised here at the annual session of 
the WCC's 100-member policy making Ventral Committee. 


Nearly a score cf speakers addressing the policy-making body in 
annual session here demonstrated the difficulty of coming to an exact 
understanding of the significance of belonging to the international bady. 


The issue was raised in a speech by Dr.W.A.Visser't Hooft, WCC general 
secretary, who in one of the major addresses of the meeting, told the 
Committee that the "provisional unity" the churches have in the World 
Council should not be confused with the ultimate unity of the Church 
Universal. 


In their "common life" in the World Council, he said, "the churches 
have found ... that they arrive at a deeper understanding of the nature 
of the Church and find new opportunities to manifest its true meaning. 


"But we agree," he underscored, "that the World Council is neither 
the Church, nor a church, nor the Super-Church. . The WCC is by its very 
nature the servant of the churches. It has non authority, no reality, — 
apart from its member churches", 


The function of the Council, he said, is to help the churches "to 
express increasingly the common calling, the common life, the common 
witness that belongs to the nature of the Church of Christ". 


"As the churches live, speak, act together a new reality begins to 
emerge. What is this new reali*y?" he asked. 


"We cannot possibly call it the tha Sancta or Church Universal, for 
we are deeply avare that we fail in essential aspects in living and wit- 
nessing as the Uaa Sancta." | 


"We receive together spiritual gifts which are the signs of that one- 
ness which was at the beginning 'when the company of those who believed 
were of one heart and soul! (Acts AN32). He spoke of a "first fruit of 
that oneness which will come into existence when all who bear the name of 
Christ will have been fully gathered together by the Lord of the Church." 


He stressed that the World Council is "by no means the only place" 
where this new ecumenical reality becomes manifest. "It expresses itself 
in various ways outside the organizational limits of the Council." 


To transfer "the description of the emerging ecumenical reality to the 
World Council is.to confuse the instrument with the product which is’ brought 
into being with the help of the instrument." 


What is happening in Christian unity today is something which trans- 
cends the life of any ecumenical organisation, he underlined, 


fa the light of the new ecumenical situation the role of the World 
Zouncil must be more clearly seen. This, he said, would mean that the 
Council itself would be described in ecclesiological terms (that is,having 
to do with the conception and nature of the church), but stressed that the 
Council would remain "a-servant and an instrument" of unity. 


"The ecumenical experience is in the light of church-history a new 
experience," he said, "Our churches have not yet developed the categories 
of thought which can adequately describe that experience.." 
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He said that "the thought forms of pre-ecumenical ages" are still in 
use. He referred especially to differences between Orthodox churches and 
other churches. 


The question. currently being asked, he said, is whether the World 
Council itself "shares in the life of the Church Universal?" and whether 
it does not “in an imperfect and provisional way manifest qualities which 
belong to the Church of Jesus Christ?" He ecncluded that "It is better 
to live with a reality which transcends definition than to live with a>” 
definition which claims more substance than we have in reality." 


Committee Debate 


Discussion in plenary session of the speech indicated the widely | 
varying concepts WCC churches have of the significance of their membership. 


Bishop Samuel of the Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt said that "mere 
mention of this subject (the sharing of the WCC in the life of the Church 
Universal) makes the work of Orthndox churches difficult" and hoped that 
"we won't go on in this line before all our local constituenc&es feel what 

we have felt here." 


Metropolitan Nikodim, head of the delegation from the Moscow Patriachate 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, said that Orthodox churches always react to 
any attempt to give an ecclesiological element to the Council but "in all 
justice" he did not notice that the World Council "regards easy a as having 
ecclesiological significance." . 


The Russian prelate said that in the World Council we are striving 
toward unity in faith." He said the present statement about the World 
Council adopted in Toronto in 1950 is clear and precise. The role of the 
Council as an instrument of unity has been accepted by all churches in the 
Council. (The Toronto: statement says that the World Cauncil is not a super- 

church and not striving to become one). 


But Metrnpolitan Nikodim said that the general secretary's suggestion 
that the churches study the statements of the recent Montreal theological 
conference and send in their opinions seemed to him a geod one. He also 
suggested that it would be valuable for the churches to spi prise the Council's 

previous statements. 


Lutheran Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, Germany, said that it was always 
a difficult moment in church history "when a big event has to be institution- 
alized". ‘He said that already the Ceuncil "has given our churches insights 
no church could have won alone." He affirmed streng belief in a need for 
new definition, saying "clear thinking and clear concepts are always valuable." 


In replying to comments on the statement Dr.Visser't Honft commented 
that the ecumenical experience is not only encouraging but tragic because 
it implies sacrifice. He added: 


"The World Council must decrease in crder that the Church may increase. 
It is our hope that one dsy we can scrap the World Council as net Benet cess, 
- because the Church is in its unity." 


Regarding questions that had been raised about "mutual correction", 
Dr.Visser't Hooft stated, "I believe that all who live in Jesus Christ 
receive mutual correction from each other. From the viewpcint of the 
World Council I can't say how far it goes. We can't require that the 
churches revise their ecclesiology. We just state the fact that where 
there is fellowship in “esus Christ there must be correction in Jesus Christ." 
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Speech Highlights 


Several speakers addressed Committee sessions. Highlights of their 
speeches included the following: 


The Rev.Patrick Rodger, executive secretary of the WCC's Faith and 
Order Department, reporting on the recent WCC-sponsored Fourth World Faith 
and Order Conference at Montreal, said that at the conference "we at least 
began to discover - Orthodox, Anglican, Frotestant and Roman Catholic too, 

—~ that there is no such thing as ecclesiastical immunity from the claims 
of the Holy Spirit who would make of us ‘one new man'". He said reports 
of the five Conference sections show “much divine impatience, much serinous- 

ness of self-commitment, much readiness for mutual acceptance and much 
gercping after new categories both large and precise enough for the ecumen~ 
ical experience." 


a * x 


Dr.Lukas Vischer, research secretary of the WCC's Faith and Order 
Department, and WCC observer to the first session of the Second Vatican 
Council, said that the Homan Catholic Church must stop speaking of the 
non-Reman Churches and non-Christians"in one and the same breath" and take 
other churches seriously if there is to be dialogue or practical cooperation. 
He noted that the Roman Cathclic Church, when it speaks of dialogue with 
non-Roman churches, "involuntarily regards itself as the centre cf che 
conversations" while WCC member churches have a different ccncept. 


"The Roman Cathclic Church wants to be ecumenically active withcut 
engaging itself as a member of the WCC, and the World Ceuncil has to face 
the question of what attitude it should adopt to a Church which dces 
indeed seek a limited cooperative, but which does not want to bind itself," 
he added, 


Later in a press conference Dr.Vischer warned against the impression 
that Rome and Geneva (location of WCC headquarters) were two comparable 


entities. "More realistic than the hypcthetical question of ‘Will the 
Roman Catholic Church join the WCC?' is that of the foundations of future 
relations," he asserted. Father John B.Sheerin, 0.S.P., a Roman Catholic 


observer to the meeting, at the same press conference said he considered 
that the "starting point" for "ecumenical hope" is based in large degree 
in the position that the baptism of Protestants is valid. 


* ¥* * 


The Rev.Jean Kotto, general secretary of the Evangelical Church in the 
Cameroun, said that the role of the Church in new societies is to "adapt 
its message to present-day conditions in order to meet the real needs and 
to solve the problems confronting contemporary people in Africa, just as 
the Gospel met the people's needs at the time of Christ." 


Describing some of the principles of church-discipline in Africa to 
which he is opposed, Mr.Kotto listed as one of them "the categorical 
refusal to admit polygamists as church members even if they have accepted 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and are begging to be accepted into the 
Church," 
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"The big copper-magnate who expioits 40,000 underpaid, badly-housed 


labourers is a good church member. But the polygamist who remains faith- 
ful to his wives, all working peacefully together for the good of the 
family, is not allowed to join the church," he asserted. "His wives are 


also excluded, and even his children; the Church refuses to baptize 
them at all, even later in their lifetime, unless the man sends all his 
wives away except one... . 


"The roots ofpolygamy in Africa go too deep to be destroyed by a 
general ruling, which attempts to force people into monogamy. We complain 
about the secularization of society. But we do not complain about the 
narrowness and weakness of our own church regulations, which try to force 
people instead of educating them." 


Dr.Klaus von Bismarck, Cologne, one of 17 laymen on the WCC's 100- 
member policy-making body and director of West German Broadcasting, said 
that the Church must make a greater effort to stretch cut "a loving hand'" 
to the rejected and unloved. 


He noted that people generally show "spontaneous readiness" to help 
others who have gotten into difficuity through no fault of their cwn. 
But such help is not forthcoming for the so-called "outcasts from society" 
he seid. 


"The Church should do more to help the unpopular cases and leave the 
great catastrophes to the organisations which can always raise a large 
number of volunteer helpers," he said. "For although the sympathy felt 
in the latter cases is undoubtedly genuine," he noted, "it nevertheless 
includes a pagan streak - the idea of bringing a thank-o At tes and thus 
persuading the gods not to send evil on one's own head." 


Dr.von Bismark said the Church should show particular interest in’ 
those unaided by the"network of official social welfare" because of personal 
failure or "the blows of fate." He singled out criminals, "fallen" girls, 

illegitimate children and orphans, the mentally impaired, and those 
unemployed because of physical handicaps. 


¥ * * 


aa? 4 , 
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Reports received on WCC work 


In other sessions the Central Committee recéived reports of the work 
during the past year of the WCC's various units. Highlights of these 
included: 


Inter-Church Aid: More than $1,600,000 was subscribed in 1962 by the 
World Council of Churches! 201 member churches. to meet emergency 
Situations arising from disasters in different parts of the world, the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service reported. 


Thus far in 1963 eight emergency appeals have been made to the churches 
and have yielded %635,197. Another $800,000 is in sight. 


Other figures contained in the report showed that: 


- More than 13,000 refugees were emigrated by the Division last 
year and another 1,500 were resettled in-those countries. where 
they had first sought asylum. 


- About $50,000 was received in new money for the Ecumenical 
Church Loan Fund which made 54 fresh loans during the year. 
This brought the total loans to 865 with a value of nearly 
$500,000. The Fund has never had a defaulter. 


- The Scholarship Programme enabled 173 students from 48 
countries to study in 21 countries. So far, 175 students 
from 40 countries have been accepted for the 1963/64 pro- 
gramme. Of these, 145 are theological students and 30 are 

studying other subjects. One-third of all the WCC scholar- 
ships are for Africans. Students from Rumania and Bulgaria 
are also among those who will benefit during the academic 
year now beginning. Students from North America and Hurope 
were enabled to study in Africa and Asia during the past 
year. | 


-~ The team in Algeria supported by the WCC now numbers 120 
persons. It has two mobile clinics staffed by doctors and 
nurses, as well as permanent clinics, and these are serving 
thousands of people in Constantine and Batna. A tree-planting 

_ project is expected to plant more than 50 million trees before 
the project is completed. This one enterprise provides employ- 
ment for 15,000 workers who are paid in food rations for them- 

_ Selves and their families and so benefits about 95,000 persons, 


- In Iran the Division is helping the Church Council to build a 
complete village for Muslims who lost everything in last 
September's earthquake. The Armenian Orthodox Church also is 
being helped to resettle those of its members who suffered in 

' the disaster, 


- An appeal has also been made by the Division on behalf of the: 
churches for a scheme to provide housing to replace homes _ 
destroyed in the recent earthquaxe in Yugoslavia, So far 
400,000 has been promised for this enterprise. 


The report noted a remarkable increase recently in the concern of 
churches to.equip themselves in.areas of need to undertake projects which 
call for a high degree of technical competence. 
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Another trend is the interest of governments to provide development aid 
through the churches and voluntary agencies. This has meant that large sums 
of money have become available to the churches for projects especially of a 
technical nature. This. raises many problems, says the report, and the 
Division is working in close collaboration with the Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism and with the national. and confessional agencies - involved to 
solve them. fs vane 


The report points out that the Asian churches are taking part increas- 
ingly in ministries of need to others and are responding to emergency 
appeals for the victims of disaster. 


Division of World Mission and Evangelism: A wide-ranging programme 


that includes short-wave radio broadcasting, improved theological training 
for Christian ministers in remote areas of the world, and specialized work 
among factory hands in both industrialized and newly developing countries 
was detailed in the report of this Division. 


The Rt. Rev. J.H. Lesslie Newbigin, Division director, reported that 
his Division is cooperating in developing radio programmes broadcast to most 
parts of Asia and Africa over a powerful short-wave transmitter located in 
Addis Ababa. The station is owned and operated by the Lutheran i/orld Federa- 
tion but most of its programming is planned and carried out interdeNnomina- 
tionally. 


; A $4 million Fund for Theological Education, financed jointly by the 
Sealantic Fund and mission boards of several member churches of the World 
Council, has been expanded over the last five years, Bishop Newbigin 
reported. — 


While it is too early to evaluate the full impact of the Fund, the 
churchman stated that "churches in the area served by the Fund are now con- 
cerned for theological education to a greater degree than before, and that 
theological faculties have been spurred to re-appraise their teaching and 
vocation, their role in the life of their people and their place in the. 
midst of the Christian community". Main emphasis of the Fund has been 
directed toward Asia, Africa, Latin America, Oceania, and the Caribbean. 


The Division also proposed that a new fund be created to facilitate-the 
production and distribution of Christian literature. Present plans call for 
the establishment of a fund "up to a maximum of $3 million" to be disbursed 
over a period of five years. It is proposed that it be used to aid existing 
church agencies with their literature programmes. 


Bishop Newbigin also reported that the Division is planning to expand 
work in industrial evangelism. Teams which have been working in Japan and 
Germany will go to India for six months to help establish similar programmes 
in newly industrialized areas of that nation. 


Division of Ecumenical Action: This report issued a resounding call 
for the establishment of a new pattern of partnership between men and women 
as an expression of "true humanity". 


The report declared: 


"We do not call men and women to a’ shared responsibility which ‘is alien 
to their natures and culture: we summon them to a pee ee in which they 
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will find their richest fulfillment. The Christian communityrecognizes this 
Shared responsibility as an expression of the true humanity bestowed on all 
mankind by Jesus Christ." 


Pointing out that "selfishness and egotism have corrupted relationships 
between men and women not only in marriage but in work, leisure, family, and 
society", the report said that the conflicting ideologies between "masculine 
paternalism" and "aggressive feminism" must be resolved if there is to be 
real equality between the sexes. 


The report, presented by Division chairman Dr. Kathleen Bliss, stressed 
that equality can be made a reality only if the Church seeks "social patterns 
and legislation which express more adequately the equality of men and women", 
Through the common effort and witness of both sexes, the report continued, 
men and women "can help in the battle against ignorance, hunger, and 
disease", 


Turning to the family unit, the report stated that rapid social change 
throughout the world is a constant threat to marriage and "creates profound 
anxiety and suffering among children as well as husbands and wives.. 


"The retention of outworn patterns of discrimination and subordination 
on the one hand and, on the other, the frequent rejection by families of 
responsibility for the aged, the sick, the handicapped, or the very young 
perpetuate old or create new problems in society", the report stated. 


The solution to these manifest problems, the report suggested, "can be 
sought in a Christian understanding of mutual relationships and social 
responsibilities". 


It unequivocally stated that "the ministry of men and women is to 
accept the challenge of the new world" and to "share in breaking down the 
walls of separation and to engage in work for new societies in which they 
can demonstrate their understanding of mutuality in life and service". 


Another section of the report encouraged youth "to needle its elders" 
and to help bring local church bodies to a more ecumenical outlook. Youth 
often "come to ecumenical encounter ill prepared to articulate their faith 
and to meet other Christians", the report said, and charged that "their 
own churches often seal them into a particular pattern". 


Of the Department on the Laity, the Central Committee was told that 
emphasis should be put on the "specific problems of lay involvement in the 
secular world and in the organizing of consultations and leadership train- 
ing, even if money for this meant ‘that a church had to get along without 
stained glass windows. 


"If a single stained glass window in one of ouxv splendid modern churches 
could be omitted, one could write beneath its plain white glass, 'The money 
which might have been spent on filling this space with coloured glass was 
spent instead on leadership training in Africa and thereby invested to give 
a continuing return in service to the Church and people of a new land.'!" 


WCC's New York office: New dimensions of the ecumenical movement were 
widely recognized during the past year, reported Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, 
executive secretary of the World Council of Churches! New York office. 
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He said that most notable has been the realization of its confessional 
extent, replacing the notion that the ecumenical movement means cooperation 
among Protestants, 


"The popular misconception arose", Dr. Barnes said, "in part from the 
fact that the Orthodox were such a small and inconspicuous minority in most 
American communities. Their intercourse with Protestants in local churct. 
councils was limited, 


"Recently the i NE hien: cituation has changed, partly because 
Protestants hav2 vegun to take more initiative in getting acquainted with 
their Orthotox neighbours A partly because they have become increasingliv 
aware of the greatiy increased Orthodox participation in the World Council.” 


The Council official instanced the wide Spread recognition of. the fact 
that the Roman Catholic Church is now to be regarded as within the scope of 
the ecumenical movement as the "mos+ striking development" of the past 
twelve months. He said that Protestants generally now feel themselves to. ve 
ayers ei praia any Roman Catholics and Orthodox as brothers and sisters in 
the Christian community, acknowledging one Lore Bae DAVLOUS « 


(Photozraphs of vhe Central Committee meetings in 
nochester are available on Span gi from the Department 
On) Lat onma tions: WOO. AUT) note’ ide Malagnou, Geneva, 
nWwitzerland, or wed, A475 Riverside Drive, Wew York 27, 
Peg ce Uk.) 
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wcc NOTES "GROUND FOR HOPE" FOR 
GENUINE DIALOGUE WITH ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Rochester, N.Y.) - There is "ground for hope for "the besinnins. of, a 

genuinely ecumenical dialogue" between the Roman Catholic Church and other 

churches in the new atmosphere created by the first session of the Second 
- Vatican Council, the World Council of Churches has declared. 


A statement adopted without dissenting vote by the 1lO0O-member policy-making 
Central Committee in annual session here, said the new atmosphere created 
by the Vatican Council gives the hope that the "profound dogmatic differ- 
ences" existing between the Roman Catholic Church and other churches "can be 
faced i a spirit of love and) humility". 


This new atmosphere does not mean, it pointed out, that “the great issues of 
faith and order upon which we are divided have been settled or are on the 
way to settlement". 


These "realities must be faced", it emphasized so that "we may be honest in 
our dealings", but now there is "ground for hope. . ." 


The statement urged the WCC's 209 member churches to seize all possible 
opportunities for the development of the dialogue at "every level of the 
life of the churches". 


It further asked them to pray that through the Vatican Council "the power 
and grace of the Holy Spirit may be given to the Roman Catholic Church for 
the renewal of its life and also that, by the same Spirit, all churches may 
be quickened and renewed. 


"Renewal in one church is a source both of encouragement and of challenge 
to all other churches", it emphasized. EPS, Geneva 


(See Document II appended for complete text of statement. ) 
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movements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 
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WCC WILL STUDY QUESTION OF 
GOVERNMENT AID TO SOCIAL PROJECTS 


(Rochester, N.Y.) - A proposal that church social service projects for 
helping developing nations should accept money, amounting to many millions 
of dollars, from the German Federal Republic was referred back for further 
study by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at the con- 
cluding sessions of its meeting here, 


At the suggestion of Dr. W.A. Visser !t Hooft, the Central Committee in- 
structed the staff to continue to study this proposal and authorized the | 
WCC's Divisions of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, and World 
Mission and Evangelism to deal in the light of today's debate with specific 
cases on their merits. This review will be made in consultation with 
national councils of churches in the countries concerned and with the East 
Asia Christian Conference and the All Africa Conference of Churches. 


Churches in Western Germany had asked the WCC for guidance concerning the 
offer of finaricial support for development projects overseas. This had led 
to the preparation of a staff paper which suggested certain safeguards. 

This paper with its recommendations had been approved by the WCC Divisional 
Committee on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service and also by the 
Executive Committee which had met earlier in Rochester. 


For the proposal to have become effective, however, authorization by the 
Central Committee was necessary. 


Meanwhile, the German churches have set up a special organization, known as 
"the Central Agency", for handling projects submitted for support from the 
funds set apart by the German Federal Republic. 


Certain churches have already taken advantage of the fund created by the 
German Federal Republic. The World Council!s Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service was anxious, its director, Dr. Leslie EH. Cooke, 
told a press conference, to avoid a situation of anarchy arising in which 
churches in developing countries would be competing independently Lor a 
share in the German fund. 


During Committee discussions, Dr. G. Brennecke, from Hast Berlin, missions 
director of the Evangelical Church in Germany, said that "living under two 
different German governments quite contrary in their attitude to Africa and 
Asia, I found it quite impossible that the German missions which wanted, and 
still want, to be one unit should agree to government funds coming from one 
Side only. 


"T saw the danger that such government funds would severely separate the 
church and missions in Germany and would bring the mission work done in the 
German Democratic Republic in real difficulties." 


Further, he said, he feared that the use of government funds would bring the 
missions again into that role of dependence which had been disastrous in 
colonial times. He added that he did not favour acceptance of the proposal 
and that if the majority of the Central Committee believed that the Execu- 
tive's recommendations must be followed he would abstain from voting. 


Other misgivings were voiced by later speakers, including tat Dh DeG. Moses, 
one of the WCC's six presidents. 
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But Anglican Bishop Chandu Ray, of Pakistan, said that if they were to 
consider their churches as members of the Church Universal then they must 
be ready to help other members of the body, otherwise they would become 
isolated churches. He thought that the Church was to be looked upon as 4 
supra-national body. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje, of Hannover, said he felt the offer was a completely 
unconditional one, and was the outcome of Germany's desire to help develop- 
ing nations after having been on the "receiving end" for a long time. He 
Saw no reason for hesitation: EPS, Geneva 


NINE CHURCHES JOIN WCC; 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP NOW 209 


(Rochester, N.Y.) - Nine more churches have been provisionally admitted to 
full membership, and one to associate membership, in the World Council of 
Churches by its Central Committee in final sessions of its 1963 meetings 
“here. 


The new constituents, who will bring the WCC's tally up to 209 full members 
and four associate members, are: the Czechoslovak Church (750,000 members 
in 354 parishes); the Methodist Church of Nigeria (143,000 members); the 
Evangelical Church of Ghana (27,300 members in 365 congregations); the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile (26,000 members, nine parishes, and 5/7 
“preaching places"); the Evangelical Church of the Congo GATE Td. members ) 3 
the Cameroun Presbyterian Church (85,000 members in 214 parishes with 68 
ministers); the Coptic Evangelical Church, Egypt, U!.2 (30,000 members in 180 
congregations with 200 ministers): the Slovak Evangelical Church in Yugc- 
slavia (57,000 members with 17 ministers, one deacon and 20 lay preachers); 
and the Tahitian Church (45,800 members in 67 parishes with 53 ministers), 
which was founded 160 years ago. 


The new associate member is the Korean Christian Church in Japan with 1,417 
members, 431 congregations, and 24 ministers. Associate member churches 
of the World Council are those whose membership is substantially below 
10,000, but with which the World Council maintains intimate contact. some 
of the new member churches were founded by missionaries but they have now | 
achieved autonomy. . 


The Central Committee's action will now be communicated to all the member 
churches, and unless objections are received from at least one-third of the 
constituents within the next six months, the new member churches will be 
automatically admitted to the World Council. 


It was reported that since the last Central Committee meeting in Paris last 
year, one church = the Union of Baptist Congregations in the Netherlands - 
had withdrawn from membership. 


An estimated 350,000,000 Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican Christians in 
about 80 countries are now in the fellowship of the World Council. 
BPS, Geneva 
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CCIA STATEMENT ON VIETNAM 
STRESSES ..ELIGIOUS FREEDOM FOR ALL MEN 


(Rochester) - Officers of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs of the World Council of Churches have issued a statement here 
praising statements of Pope Paul VI relating to the difficulties in Vietnan, 
prt «stressing that "equal religious freedom for all communities is a 
necessary basis for concord", 


The brief statement noted that the Executive Committee of CCIA in its meeting 
in Rochester was concerned that the "Roman Catholic dominated government of 
Vietnam had imposed regrettable restrictions on the Buddhist community in the 
country". Tt authorized the officers of the Commission to "take such action 
as might seem appropriate to the developments in the tragic situation. 


"The World Council of Churches has consistently held that it will advocate 
and defend for all men everywhere the freedom which it seeks for its own 
members", says the statement of Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, chairman, and Dr. 
O. Frederick Nolde, New York, director of the WCC international affairs 
commission. 


"We believe that it is the hope of Christians around the world, and of men 

of good will everywhere, that the objectives cited by His Holiness will be 
speedily achieved", Sir Kenneth and Dr. Nolde observed. They also mentioned 
Pope Paults plea for proper recognition of the rights of all people and that 
all should work for "fraternal concord". EPS, Geneva 


CHANGES SUGGESTED IN PROCEDURE FOR 
COMMUNION AT ECUMENICAL MEETINGS 


(Rochester, N.Y.) - The difficult problem created by the fact that Christians 
united in the World Council of Churches cannot celebrate Holy Communion to- 
gether came before the Central Committee here. 


The Committee adopted an amended report from its receit Montreal World Con- 
ference on Faith and Order which suggests changes in the procedure for having 
communion. services at ecumenical gatherings. It expressed regret that many 
churches do not appear to have responded to requests that they give attention 
to eucharistic theology and practice and "to new problems arising in this 
field from association together in the World Council of Churches". 


The Committee agreed that in World Council gatherings a way must be found to 
arrange communion services at conferences which respect "the teachings of the 
churches and individual consciences" yet "give the fullest possible oxprgesion 
to the oneness of the Church of Christ which we all confess". 


To this end it recommended that: 


aS Tt be made clear in the printed programme that there are at present 
within the fellowship of the WCO "unresolved differences of eucharistic 
theology and practice". 


- Arrangements be made within the programme of such conferences for a 
communion service to be held at which an invitation to participate and par- 
take is given to members of other churches. Such a service "should if 


possible" be at the invitation of one or more local churches belonging to 
the Council. 
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- Arrangements be made within the programme for one service of Holy 
Communion according to the liturgy of a church "which cannot conscientiously 
offer an invitation to members of all other churches to partake of the ele- 
ments", such a service would be accompanied by an invitation to all members 
to be present. 


- There should be a united service of preparation for Holy Communion, 
stressing the mystery of salvation, the need for forgiveness, sorrow for 
divisions of Christendom, "the unity in Christ given and experienced within 
the World Council", and the responsibility to work and pray for a fuller 
manifestation. EPS, Geneva 


LATIN AMERICAN SPECIALISTS MAP 
PLANS FOR NEW CURRICULUM 


(Lima, Peru) - Some 25 Christian education specialists from 10 Latin 
American countries met here recently to map plans for a new curriculum for 
rural areas, town districts, Sunday schools of small churches, and 
illiterates. 


The meeting was the first conference held under the auspices of the new 
continent-wide organization - Evangelical Commission for Christian Hducation 
in Latin America (CELADEC). It was arranged with the assistance of the 
Committee on Cooperation in Latin America, an agency of the National Council 
of Churches in the USA. 


The new curriculum, which will be directed especially to persons of “low 
intellectual standards", will be titled "New Life in Christ!, and will 
extend over a three-year period. 


Conference participants drafted the first lessons and outlined a proposed 
programme for the entire first year. 


Plans were also made for the establishment of permanent "workshops" in ten 
regions of Latin America so that other writers can be trained in the prepara- 
tion of material. There will be an experimental period before the material 

is finally published. The material will be fully illustrated, There will 

be textbooks for the teachers, cxercise books for the students, leaflets for 
the children, and supplementary material to meet regional or national require- 
ments; the last will be prepared in the individual countries. 


Conference participants came from Brazil, Peru, Mexico, Argentine, Chile, 
Bolivia, Trinidad, Costa Rica, Paraguay, and Uruguay. Consultants were 
present from the World Council of Churches, the editorial committee of 
CHLADEC, and the Committee for Coooperation in Latin America. EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN BAPTISTS DEPLORE 
RACIAL STRIFE IN USA 


(Minster, Germany) - Members of the Baptist Church in Minster, Germany, have 
sent an open letter to the presidents of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
USA, and the Baptist World Alliance deploring racial prejudice, especially 
in the churches, and linking it with Nazi persecution of the Jews. The 
Miinster church membership is largely composed of steel nahh gy: from Hastern 
Hurope. 


"It is terrible for, an awakened Christian to look into the faces: of people 
who were persecuted and even killed by us", the letter stated. "The reason 
was their different race and wild propaganda started by a group who consider- 
ed themselves superior. 


"When we remember this past of our nation, which cost the lives of six 
million Jews, this past in which we as Christians were cowards, this awful 
past, when we stood on the side of the anti-Christian race philosophy and 
not on the side of Jesus, our conscience is still full of accusations 
against ourselves. 


"Just because of this past we are hesitant. to write to you, and yet we feel 
we should warn. We love you, Baptists in the United States, We have 
received so much good from you. ~You are our stronger brother. But wherever 
your churches, your leaders, your laymen stand on the side of hatred against 
a racial, minority, we are no longer on your side but on the other. 


"Many of our Baptist predecessors, men and women, were persecuted and killed 
for their faith", continued the letter, "but we as Baptists have never 
caused others to become martyrs, have never persecuted others. Is it true, 
as newspapers report, that some of you have forgotten this genuine biblical 
tradition? 


tas the world has become one, your actions, the good and the bad, have 
influence on our witness. We are still a’ small minority. But the old 
established churches have not much inner power left. God is giving us an 
open door. Please do not now blemish the name Baptist, but pioneer for the 
good, if only for the sake of world mission, 


"We would be happy to see Baptist work in the world go internationally and 
racially more together. Mixed groups, coming from different continents and 
races, would be a proof of power in the risen Christ. The world is so big 
and so many people are waiting for a clear Christian message and life. 

Come, let us go this way into the future together, and help all the national 
and racial minorities become stronger and happier members in our churches 


and in the world mission which is awaiting us. What is the use of racially 
pure churches if We are against the Bible, against Christ, against the 
future?" EPS, Geneva 


BCUADORIAN PROTESTANTS BEGIN 
FIRST MISSIONARY OUTREACH 


(Quito, Evuador) - A new Protestant church, in process of formation here, 
has begun its first missionary outreach. Members are travelling on horse- 
back for eight hours across the Andes and down toward the Amazon to reach a 
remote Indian village. 


The Ecuadorian Protestants first visited the village of Oyacachi in response 
to a written request to "come and preach the Gospel". They found that the 
villagers are Indians who fled from the Incas into this remote spot before 
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the Spanish conquest centuries ago. They reported a warm response from the 
people of Oyacachi. 


Missionaries of the United Andean Indian Mission (UIAM) work in cooperation 
with the small but growing membership of the new church. The UIAM is 
supported by four US denominations, the Presbyterian Church US, the United 
Presbyterian Church USA, the Evangelical United Brethren, and the United 
Church of Christ. EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC PRELATH SAYS INDEX HAS 
LITTLE RELATION TO ACADEMIC LIFE 


(Lafayette, La.) - The Roman Catholic Church's Index of Forbidden Books has 
little relation to contemporary academic life, an influential Roman Catholic 
prelate declared here. 


This point was made by Archbishop Paul J. Hallinan of Atlanta in a keynote 
speech to the 48th national convention of the National Newman Club Federa- 
tion, Catholic student organization on secular campuses. The Archbishop is 
the group's episcopal moderator. 


Original purpose of the Index was to preserve religious faith, Archbishop 
Hallinan observed. "But in our day it does not touch anything at all on 
that level." 


Today, the Atlanta prelate declared, the Index appears to most Catholics and 
everyone else as a moral issue far removed from the content of any volume. 
That issue, he said, is: "Has any institution the right to prohibit the 
reading of a book?" 


Archbishop Hallinan said the Index list of authors and books is largely 
unknown to today's student. Only a few French novelists, certain English 
philosophers and a few other authors on the Index ever appear on any college 
reading list, he noted. 


"Whatever its relevance to the past, the Index has little relation to the 
student mind today", he asserted. 


As a result of the Second Vatican Council, the Atlanta prelate indicated, 
the Index may be updated, modified or abolished altogether. EPS, Geneva 


BRETHREN-ORTHODOX STATEMENT 
ACCENTS PHACE, UNITY 


(Blgin, Ill.) - Leaders of the Church of the Brethren and the Russian 
Orthodox Church have concluded the first phase of an exchange visit by under- 
lining the Church!s role in peacemaking. 


Through a joint communiqué representatives of the two churches declared 
that "a most important task of both churches was and is the evangelical 
service of reconciliation". 


The statement was issued by Church of the Brethren headquarters here at the 
end of a twelve-day visit in this country by a six-member Russian Orthodox 
delegation. 


A principal factor in international peace, the communiqué noted, is the 
friendship of peoples of the Soviet Union and the United States. It further 
said that the strengthening of this friendship is an opportunity and a duty 
of the churches. 
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The communiqué was signed by the Rev. Dr. Norman J. Baugher and the Rev. 
Dr. W. Harold Row for the Church of the Brethren and by Archimandrite 
Juvenali (Poiarkov) and Alexis Buievsky for the Russian Orthodox Church. - 


A six -member delegation from the Church of the Brethren is scheduled to 
visit the Russian Orthodox Church, October 4-19, EPS, Geneva 


LWF MAY ACT FOR WCC IN AID 
TO REFUGEES IN TANGANYIKA 


(Geneva) - Two Lutheran World Federation representatives have been sent to 
Tanganyika to assess the need for a new refugee service programme in which, 
for the first time, the LWF would be acting as the "agent" of the World 
Council of Churches. (See EPS No. 33). 


This has been announced at Federation headquarters here by Dr. Bruno 
Muetzelfeldt, director of the LWF Department of World Service. 


If their survey leads to the initiation of such a programme in the East 
African country, he said, it will mark the early implementation of a new 
arrangement between the service programme units of the Federation and the 
World Council. 


The arrangement was concluded when the WCC Central Committee, meeting at ~ 
Rochester, N.Y., USA, early in September, accepted an offer from the LWF 
Executive Committee, which met in Helsinki a few weeks earlier. 


According to the offer, the Federation!s Department of World Service was 
ready to act in specified circumstances as the agent of the World Council's 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service for carrying out 
service programmes. 


The 16-day survey in Tanganyika is being carried out by two men with 
experience in Lutheran refugee assistance programmes. They are Joseph O. 
Thompson, an American, who is stationed in Jerusalem as LWF/WS senior repre- 
sentative in the Near East, and Brian Neldner, the Department's immigrant 
resettlement officer in buses 


They reached the Tanganyikan capital, Dar-es-Salaam, on September 4. Their 
survey will include visits to the north-western andsouthern frontier regions 
of the country. 


Dr. Muetzelfeldt stressed that a study of the scope of the country's refugee 
needs and consultations with officials of the churches and the Christian 
Council of Tanganyika are preliminaries to any definite decisions by LWF/WS, 
the WCC and the Tanganyika Council. 


The LWF department head explained that.the Federation offer meant that, as 
new refugee situations arose, it stood ready to undertake certain programmes 
it might be asked to carry out for the Christian community. In doing so, 

it would pool its resources with those of churches belonging to other 
confessions, | 


In such circumstances, it would act on behalf of the World Council and 
would recruit staff also from other confessions to perform the necessary 
services, Before anything of this nature was done, there would be full 
consultation with the WCC and the churches and councils in the area where 
the work was to be carried out. 
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The Department of World Service would assume basic responsibility for 
financing any programme it agreed to do in the name of the World Council, 
but other contributions might be requested through the WCC's Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, and accepted by mutual agreement, 


Commenting on the new arrangement, Dr. Muetzelfeldt said: "It is most grati- 
fying that the proposals have found the full endorsement of both the World 
Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation." He called the 
development "a significant step towards a comprehensive ecumenical approach 
to Christian service", EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH COUNCIL ASKS ACTION 
ON FOUR SOCIAL ILLS 


(The Hague) - The Ecumenical Council of the Netherlands has called upon 
Dutch Christians to take action to combat four social ills "which should stir 
the conscience of every church member". 


A letter read from the pulpits of its member churches last Sunday 3 
asked specifically that they fight against poverty, both at home and abroad, 
and seek solutions to the housing shortage and traffic problems in the 
Netherlands. 


Noting that World Council of Churches statements have repeatedly urged 
Christians to take steps towards building a "responsible society", it 
declared that "the first task is to fight against the terrible poverty in 
which many peoples in the world live, and in our own country to relieve the 
needs of invalids and the aged". Despite the increase in general prosperity, 
it said, many in these groups still live in poverty. 


It cited figures showing that an estimated 250,000 elderly persons in the 
Netherlands subsist on pension funds or approximately $680 per year for 
married couples and $437 for single persons, and that an estimated 80,000 
invalids, some of them heads of families, live on $1,144 a year or less. 


"We must seek measures to divide the present and increasing prosperity 
justly and to bring into proportion the extreme .«. . .differences in 
income and capital", it declared. 


Speaking of housing, it said the shortage "undermines the population's 
strength" and is particularly difficult for young couples with children and 
for those forced to live in slum areas. 


"Although every Dutchman realizes the seriousness of the problem, the pro- 
duction of housing facilities is decreasing", it said. It quoted figures 
of a 1957 report showing that some 600,000 men, women, and children are 
"deplorably housed" in slum dwellings. 


Traffic dangers constitute the fourth main challenge, it said, calling them 
"a serious flaw in a responsible society". It quoted statistics showing 
that traffic deaths between the years 1959 and 1961 rose steadily from 
nay RS TERE ei ahd We oie oe EPS, Geneva 
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ASIAN STUDENTS IN EUROPE 
DISCUSS CHRISTIAN WITNESS 


(Geneva) - Students who leave their own countries to study abroad find then- 
selves faced with problems unknown to their stay-at-home colleagues. That 
such problems may be intensified for a Christian student seeking to witness 
to his faith in the new community in which he finds himself, was indicated 
in reports of the Fourth Asian Student Conference held here under sponsor~ 
ship of the John Knox House, the Presbyterian = don iene centre, and the World » 
Student Christian Federation. 


Some 50 students from 15 countries of Asia and Australasia spent ten days in 
discussions of how they can be effective Christians while abroad. 

Reports of the four conference workshops indicate that, no matter how 

sincere their desire to witness, they generally feel frustrated and ineffect- 
val and that this feeling is often stronger in their relationships with the 
churches. 


Said one report: (The foreign student) often cannot find satisfaction in 
European churches (because he senses) a lack of sincerity and fellowship, a 
sense of community, and pastoral care. In some cases this is due to the 
unwillingness on the part of European churches to accept him into full - 
membership. . | 


"Here we face a serious dilemma. Should we belong to a lifeless and diffi- 
cult European Church of our own denomination or should we abandon it and 
join the student Christian community or our own national group which -pro- 
vides better fellowship. Perhaps", they said, "we should accept the chall- 
enge and stay in a lifeless church and be active in bringing it to life, ." 


Encounters with European students in the university community are also often 
fleeting and superficial. “Above all a sense of superiority on the part of 
European students makes it difficult to enter into contact with them", said 
one of the reports. 


But they were not sanguine about-their own role in the encounter. Sometimes 
they suggested "we Asian students are guilty of being. proud of our humility. 


nWe must be mindful of the fact that it always takes two people to start a 
conversation and to create a true community. We must therefore examine our 
own isolationist attitude and pride." : , 


The Asian students outlined no hard and fast rules for their conduct in 
BARE AS Ea The best way, summarized one report, is "by oe exemplary 
fie eg Se ea | | EPS, Geneva 


NOTICE TO EPS READERS 


There willbe no issues of EPS. September 20 or 
September 27. The next edition will be issued 
October 4, 
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Document a 
STATHMENT OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTER ON 
RACIAL AND ETHNIC TENSION 


The following statement on racial and ethnic tension has been adopted 
by the Central Committee meeting in Rochester, N.Y., USA, Aug.26-Sept.2, 1963: 


"When we are given Christian insight the whole pattern of racial dis- 

crimination is seen as an unutteraole offence against God, to be endured no 
longer, so that the very stones cry out. in such moments we understand more 
fully the meaning of the Gospel, and the duty of both Church and Christian." 


In these words the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at 
its meeting in 1954 in the United States declared its conviction at a time 
when the struggle against discrimination arising from racial and ethnic 
differences was world-wide. Today, as we meet, the struggle is approaching 
its climax. Whole peoples are determined to endure no longer the patterns 
of segregation which deny them dignity and which deny dignity to man himself 
so long as they remain anywhere in the world. 


The struggle gains in intensity, in the United States where we now meet, 
in South Africa, and in other continents and countries. Men, women, and 
children, Christian and non-Christian alike, are laying aside thought for 
personal safety, are imprisoned, are risking life itself, are incurring the 
deep suffering of loneliness, are enduring the dislocation of family life, 
are demonstrating a supreme courage amid natural fears, and are refraining 
from the retaliation which uses the brutal means of their oppressors. To 
all these, we give whole-hearted support, praying that they may be stren- 
gthened, and that their goal may soon be achieved. We give thanks to God 
that He has called many Christians to share in the leadership of this 
struggle for racial equality. We ask all Christians and the churches as 
such to join them and to support them. 


We acknowledge with deep shame theav many Christians through hesitation 
and inaction are not engaged in this struggle, or are on the wrong side of 
it. We therefore repeat, with all the conviction at our command what the 
Assembly said in 1954, that "anv form of segregation based on race, colour 
or ethnic origin is contrary to the Gospel, and is incompatible with the 
Christian doctrine of man and with the nature of the Church of Christ". 
Wherever and whenever any of us Christians deny this, by action or inaction, 
we betray Christ and the fellowship which bears His name. 


We plead with every church in every place to search its inner attitude 
and its practice, to ansure that its fellowship includes all who believe, 
without discrimination and in full love, and to take every step to strengthen 
all whose witness is weak to speak and act with courage. The first require- 
ment for the churches in respect of race is that they themselves remove 
racial barriers in their own fellowship. Only thus can their claim to work 
for justice, human dignity and brotherhood be made credible. Only thus can 
they pray for and minister to oppressed and oppressors alike, as the love of 
Christ constrains them to do. Only so, in these days, can they faithfully 
preach the Gospel. 


* * * 


No. 35 - 13th September, 1963 


ALN E 


The grave racial conflict in the Republic of South Africa cries out for 
solution. Opportunities for mutual communication between the racial commun- 
ities in the Republic have been severely restricted. All these communities 
are the tragic victims of increasing insecurity and fear. In the last years 
the government has enacted legislation of the most repressive character which 
_ takes away the very foundations of personal freedom and security, and affects 
the whole atmosphere of personal and social life. Millions of Africans are 
condemned to live in areas of ‘separate development’ under government schemes 
conceived in. such restrictive terms that those to whom they apply can neither 
trust nor accept them, 


This extreme crisis summons all Christian people to recognize and 
accept their common responsibility. At the Cottesloe Consultation of 1960, 
church leaders of South Africa showed a way of reversing the trend towards 
increasing conflict, The white Christians in the Republic must reconsider 
the way the churches have gone since then. They are urged to a determina- 
‘tion to repudiate - by deeds as well as words - all that weakens their wit- 
ness to Christ in whom all men are one, We call on Christians to remember 
in their prayers those of all races in South Africa who take great risks 
and incur severe penalties in the cause of justice and human solidarity. 
Christians outside the Republic must work to inform world opinion and to 
impress upon other countries and governments their resporsibility in res- 
pect of this great crisis. The pursuit by governments of selfish national 
interests, particularly in the economic sphere, in their relations with 
south Africa can do much to defer the realization of racial justice for all 
her peoples. 


All Christians must do everything in their power to show their care for 
the victims of discrimination, and to relieve the needs of refugees from 
the Republic. 


Although most Africans have abandoned hope of an internal salution to 
a situation which appears to be beyond it, all Christians must pray and work 
for a just and peaceful solution. They must urge the government of the 
Republic to re-establish contact with the African, Coloured, and Indian 
communities; to lose no time in-reversing the political trend; in securing 
full political, civil and economic rights for all members of these communi- 
ties, particularly for those in urban areas, and to restore justice to all. 


Free communication and contact between the various racial groups and 
their leaders and between them and other leaders of the nation in every 
Sphere of life is essential. Isolation will lead to conflict; . communica- 
tion is the prerequisite of peace. We ask that Christians especially take 
the lead in crossing the barriers which now keep men from even speaking to 
one another. 


We cannot but remind the white population of South Africa, and especi- 
ally the Christians within it, that to continue the present policy of race 
relations will inevitably mean increased isolation from the rest of the 
world. That policy is one with which peoples throughout the world are in 
profound disagreement. Moreover, it has established within South Africa a 
spirit of entrenchment rather than of openness. Both factors work toward 
the isolation of South Africa. We appeal to white Christians so to labour 
with their fellow citizens and their government, that rigidity and isolation 
may give way to openness and collaboration. 


Mie ok: * 
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The movement to secure full human and civil rights for Negro citizens 
in the United States has now become a tide which cannot be turned back. 
Nor is it any longer a purely internal issue. It is rather an integral part 
of world-wide racial tension, and as such has become a matter of deep concern 
for Christians everywhere. The Central Committee pays tribute to all those 
in the United States - Negro, white, and others ~ who have suffered in this 
cause. It commends those parishes, individuals and Christian organizations 
who are struggling to remove this blemish from the life of the nation. It 
laments that there are still white citizens desperately trying to perpetuate 
patterns of racial segregation in church and school, in housing and employ- 
ment, and in public accommodation. In the centennial year of the Emanicipa- 
tion Proclamation and in the week of the unprecedented demonstration in 
Washington for civil rights, the Central Committee calls on the churches of 
the United States to intensify efforts to eliminate all forms of racial 
discrimination from every aspect of life in their country. The churches 
have much to do in order to bring their practice in race relations into 
accord with their policy. The time has come for them to work to get the 
international implications and ramifications of the crisis understood. The 
time has come for them to strive together to help remove every trace of 
discrimination from the national life. The time has come for them to 
redouble efforts to develop genuine communication between Negro and other 
citizens to fulfil the ministry of reconciliation. 


The demand for racial and ethnic equality is being made in many places, 
and will continue until it is attained everywhere in full. We remind our- 
selves that the references to South Africa and the United States present a 
challenge to all our consciences, to do in our own countries, cities and 
ehurches all that we should for racial justice and Christian fellowship. 
The solution demanded requires radical change in long-established patterns 
of thought and action. Wherever fear of such change may exist, we must 
recall that when God is present, as surely He is in this matter, there is 
no need for fear. One further grave consequence of the struggle for racial 
equality is that it sets up barriers to open communication between individ- 
vals, between races, between governments, between organizations, and even 
between churches. But openness and free communication are indispensable to 
the attainment of the goal, 


The promise of the Holy Spirit is the guarantee that these things are 
possible. 


-o00- 
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Document II 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE STATEMENT ON 
RELATIONS WITH THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


1. The Central Committee has received with appreciation the sections of the 
Report of the Executive Committee and of the General secretary regarding 
relations with Roman Catholics and gives them general approval. It*has also 
received with gratitude and appreciation the report on the first session of. 
the Vatican Council given by Dr. Lukas Vischer, delegate observer of the WCC 
at the Council.. It records its gratitude for the many courtesies received 
by him at the hands of the authorities of the Council, and for the brotherly 
and fruitful relations with Roman Catholics which have been made possible by 
the presence of Dr. Vischer at the meetings of the Council. 


2. Recognizing that the Vatican Council is in the first place concerned with 
the life of the Roman Catholic Church itself, the Central Committee gives 
thanks to God for the evidences which the first session has provided of long- 
ing for renewal in the life of that church and of profound pastoral concern 
for all men. Renewal in one church is a source both of encouragement and of 
Challenge to all other churches. The Central Committee invites the member 
churches to continue to pray both that, through the further labours of the 
Vatican Council, the power and grace of the Holy Spirit may be given to the 
Roman Catholic Church for the renewal of its life and also that, by the same 
Spirit, all churches may be quickened and renewed. 


3. One of the effects of the first session of the Vatican Council has been 
a@ new and welcome opening up of relationships between Roman Catholics and 
other Christians. This does not mean that the great issues of faith and 
order upon which we are divided have been settled or are on the way to settle- 
mente On the contrary, they remain realities which must be faced. It is 
important to state this fact in order that we may be honest in our dealings. 
But there is ground for hope that the new atmosphere will’ make possible the 
beginning of a genuinely ecumenical dialogue between the Roman Catholic 
Church and other churches, in which these profound dogmatic differences can 
be faced in a spirit of love and humility. We urge that every opportunity 
be seized for the development of this dialogue at every level of the life of 
the churches. 


4. The dialogue of which we speak rests upon the one foundation of God's 
revelation of Himself an Jesus Christ. It‘is'a dialogue between churches 
who recognize one another as confessing the same Lord, sharing the same 
baptism, and participating in a common calling to the glory of the one God 

= Ueraem On Sane holy Jopirite “It aims at deeper understanding, mutual 
enrichment and the renewal of the life of the churches. It is for this kind 
of dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church that we long, for we have begun 
to taste its fruitfulness within our own fellowship. 


5. This dialogue is not oily) Torn iMuPoMU tua. carfication.. Lt ie alad an 
order that we may bear witness more faithfully to Jesus Christ as the one 
Lord and Saviour of the world, It is in the context of the vast missionary 
task which faces the Church in our time, in the context of a pastoral concern 
for all mankind, that this dialogue has to be conducted. One of the indis- 
pensable conditions of fruitful dialogue will be an honest examination of 

the missionary policies and practices of all our churches in order that we 
may learn not to hinder but rather to help each other to be true witnesses 

of Jesus Christ. 
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6. There are issues which must be frankly faced if true dialogue is to be: 
possible. They include policies and practices regarding mixed marriages, — 
religious liberty, proselytisn, and the rebaptism of converts from other 
churches. The removal of cause of offense at these points will open the way 
for brotherly dealing with the more fundamental issues of faith and order 
which divide us. 

7. The development of this dialogue on fundamental issues is the responsi- 
bility of all the churches. The World Council can only take part in.it in. 
so far as the membér churches authorize it to do so. However,,our fellow- 
ship within the World Council enables it to offer certain services to the 
member churches if so desired, for example: 


a) To provide information and documentation to member churches 
is “regarding developments in the Roman Catholic Church; 


by provide the means for consultation and the sharing of 
snformation among the member churches in respect of their 
relationships with the Roman Catholic Church; 


¢) To provide means for common action in matters of public 
and international affairs in cases where there is a. 
desire that all the churches including the Roman Catholic 
Church should speak together. | ; 


It is possible that the World Council could also perform some of these 
services for’ and with other Christian international and inter-confessional |. 
bodies, if. any such body should request it. 


_8. .We ask the Faith and Order Department to,provide, soon after the comple- 
tion of the Vatican Council, an opportunity for consultation among member 
churches concerning the implications of the Council's work for the future 
ecumenical dialogue. 


-O00-= 
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(As previously announced, EPS will not again be published 
until October 4. It was thought, however, that subscribers 
might be interested in receiving the following report about 
a document, published by the United States Committee for 
the United Nations, 4375 Park Avenue, New York 22, which 
refers specifically to the action taken by the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches in Rochester N.Y. 
on the Test Ban Treaty) 


THE TEST BAN TREATY 


"The recent test ban treaty just signed by our own country, the United 
Kingdom, and the Soviet Union, now comes before the United States Senate. 
Hivery patriotic American should do his best to understand the forthcoming 


debate in the Senate and be aware of the critical issues that are being 
discussed. 


"We do not presume to advise on the technical and military aspects of 
this proposed test ban treaty. However, along with maintaining the 
needs of our military defences, the moral aspects of the issue should 
be given great weight. Continued nuclear testing has consequences for 
life on earth that must be recognised. 


"Tt now seems reasonable to take this first step along the road of peace 
for the common good of the world. As Pope Paul congratulated the world 
leaders participating in the signing of the agreement he approved it as 
a sign ‘of goodwill, a pledge of concord, a promise of a more serene 
future’. 


"In his Encyclical, Pacem in Terris, Pope John said of disarmament, ‘It 
is an objective which will be a fruitful source of many benefits for 
its advantages will be felt everywhere, by individuals, by families, by 
nations, by the whole human family.! 


"The World Council of Churches, in a recent statement recognizing the 
new hopes for peace, urged that nations ‘accept reasonable risks in 
seizing every opportunity opened up by the agreement on the test ban 
treaty, and, while prudently alert to any threat of hostility, to be 
equally alive to the possibilities of cooperation in goodwill.'" 


jee 
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The statement is signed by Richard Cardinal Cushing; Joseph Cardinal. 
Ritter; Dr. Bugene Carson Blake, Stated Clerk of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA; The Rev. Bishop Fred Pierce Corson, President, The 
World Methodist Council of the Methodist Church; Dr. Franklin Clark Pry} 
President, The Lutheran Church in America; Dr. Ben Herbster, President, 
The United Church of Christ; The Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger, Presiding 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church; Archbishop Takovos, Archbishop 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America; Rabbi 
Theodore Friedman, President, Rabbinical Assembly of America; Rabbi 
Abraham AvRutick, President, Rabbinical Council of America; Rabbi Leon 
Feuer, President, Central Conference of American Rabbis; Rabbi Uri Miller, 
President, Synagogue Council of America, EPS, Geneva 
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POPE OPENS SECOND SESSION OF 
VATICAN COUNCIL TI WITH UNITY: PUBA 


(Rome ) - Pope Paul VI has opened the second session of the Second Vatican 
Council pledging it to pursue four main goals: "awareness of the Church, 
reform of the Church, bringing together all Christians in unity, and the 

dialogue of the Church in the contemporary world". 


The Pope addressed some 2,100 Council Fathers in a three-hour ceremony sia) 
ote Peter's Basilica. Discussing his hopes for Christian unity, Pope Paul 
expressed "the deep sadness we feel at their (non-Roman Catholic 
Christians) prolonged separation. 


"Tf we are in any way to blame for that separation we humbly beg God's 
forgiveness and ask pardon too of our brethren who feel themselves to have 
been injured by us", he declared. "Por our part, we willingly forgive 
the injuries which the Catholie Church has suffered, and forget the grief 
endured during the long series of dissensions and separations. May the 
Heavenly Father deign to hear our prayers and grant us true brotherly 
peace." 


Sources here said it was the first time a Pope had ever made official 
amends for whatever blame the Roman Catholic Church should shoulder Lox 
the scission of Protestants and Orthodox. 


"Aware of the enormous difficulties still in the way of desired union, we 
shall continue to pray", he added. 'We shall try to give proof of our 
intentions by leading genuine Christian lives and practising fraternal 
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charity. And should historical reality tend to weaken our hopes of union 
we shall recall the comforting words of Christ: '!What is impossible to 
man's powers is possible to God'!". . 


He said that "recent movements, at present in full development in bodies 
of Christians separated from us show clearly two things. 


"The first is that the Church of Christ is one alone, and therefore must 
be unique. The second ig that this mystic and visible union cannot be 
attained save in identity of faith and by participation in the same sacra- 
ments and in the organic harmony of a single ecclesiastical control even 
though this allows for a great variety of verbal expressions, movements, 
lawful institutions and preference with regards to modes of actin oe 


‘Some 60 observers.from. Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox churches are 
attending the sessions. . ee 


Council sessions opened with the discussion of the nature: of the Church. 

A number of "qualified representatives of the Gatholic laity" are attending 
the sessions-- the first time in the history of the Roman Catholic Church 
that laymen have: been admitted to such a Council. They are attending as 
“auditors and as consultants to.the various commissions. — HPS, Geneva 


PRESS HAILS POPE'S 
CALL FOR CURIA REFORMS 
(Romé) - Pédpe Paul VI's call for reform and modernization of: the Roman. 


Curia, the Roman Catholic Church's central administrative body, has been 
widely hailed by the world. 


Major reforms asked by the pontiff included granting greater authority to 
diocesan bishops, collaboration of bishops with the Pope in the "study and 
responsibility" of church government, internationalization of Curia 
personnel, and education of Curia members along “more ecumenical" lines. 


The Guardian commented: "The reform of the Curia ... is not something which 
depends on the whim of this or that Pope. It is the outcome of deep tides 
of thought and feeling within the Church. Pope Paul acknowledges that 
these forces are at work as did the cardinals when they chose him to succeed 
Pope John and as Pope John did when he called the Ecumenical Council and 
then gave the majority in the council discreet support against the more 
conservative members of the Curia. Paul VI's announcement ...:-rather: than 
an assertion of the papal will suggests a decision to steer with the 
current", 


The Times of London said that the Curia's “undoubted traditionalism is a 
drag on the bringing up-to-date of the Church which was being sought by 
John XXIII and has been shown to be out of line with the strongest movements 
of opinion at the Vatican Council ... Of particular significance is Pope 
Paul's remark that more matters could with advantage be left to the local 
decision of bishops and that representatives of the episcopate might be 
formally associated with the Pope in the government of the church ..." 


The New York Times said the announcement dispels "any doubts that Pope 
Paul VI would follow faithfully the ecumenical mission of Pope John XXIII 
or that the Roman Catholic Church is now, in these years, going through 
one of the greatest reforms in its two millenia of history. 
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"Every move that the present Pontiff has made, every word he has uttered, 
prove his determination to carry through the aggiornamento (the bringing 
up-to-date) of the administration of the church ..." 


The French daily, Le Monde, said the reform of the Curia is "one of the 
most important, most necessary, and most delicate tasks of the church 
today.'"' 


La Croix, the French Roman Catholic daily, underlined that in requesting 
the members of the Curia to have a wider international vision and a deeper 
ecumenical education, the Pope "lets us have a glimpse of the possibility 
that the association of the body of bishops could be associated with the 
supreme responsibilities (of the church)". BPS, Geneva 


WCC OBSERVER SHES "REALIZATION . 
PERIOD" FOR VATICAN COUNCIL II 


(Geneva) - The second session of Vatican Council II will be a period of 
realization", Dr. Lukas Vischer told Ecumenical Press Service, before 
leaving Geneva for Rome as one of the four official observers of the World 
Council of Churches. 


The first session of the Council developed “an atmosphere of frankness", he 
declared. "The second session must now draw the conclusions and establish 
theological bases for future dialogue between the churches. 


"The Council fathers will certainly have to deal with the question of 
ecumenism", Dr. Vischer said. "We hope they will bear in mind that the. 
ecumenical movement is not fixed in advance on certain lines, and that, 
therefore, no restrictions must be placed on its future development." 


Of the WCC's four observers only three will attend the Vatican Council at 
any one time. Dr. Vischer and Dr. Nicos A. Nissiotis, a Greek Orthodox 
layman who is assistant director of the Ecumenical Institute, will remain 
in Rome throughout the deliberations. But Bishop John Sadiq, of Nagpur, 
India, of the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, will be replaced 
after three weeks by Professor 0. Masatoshi Deri, of Doshisha University, 
Kyoto, Japan, EPS, Geneva 


"BREAD FOR THE WORLD" 
TO RESTUDY POLICY 


(Stuttgart) - The Evangelical-Lutheran Gossner Church of India has asked 
the German "Bread for the World" campaign not to start any more development 
aid projects in its area because it cannot "undertake and administer them 
properly". 


Observers believe this request is symptomatic of the trend in other churches 
overseas. In many places the "satiation-point" for overseas aid has 
clearly been reached, they point out. 


"Bread for the World" officials here said this will mean.a change of policy. 
They emphasized that there are still many areas where the need is enormous, 
but that in the future, instead of sending funds to individual churches, 
help will. be given in close cooperation with the national Christian 
councils, and take the form of large-scale, long-term projects. 
| EPS, Geneva 
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CHANGE IN CONGREGATION STRUCTURE 
URGED TO MEET TODAY'S NEEDS 


(New Haven) ~ In today's conditions the structure of the congregration needs 
to be changed if the gospel is to be proclaimed effectively, a World Council 
of Churches! executive told a four-day study conference here. 


He called for "private" proclamation of the gospel and said that this means 
"cossiping, explaining, exemplifying, translating, living the gospel in the 
facets of a society which leaves the church at its fringe". 


The speaker was Dr. Hans J. Margull, Geneva, Switzerland, secretary of the 
Department on Studies in Evangelism of the WCC. He spoke to 150 church 
men and women who have been meeting at Yale Divinity School here to 
consider the missionary structure of the congregation. The conference 
was part of a worldwide study of this subject being conducted by the World 
Counce i, é 


The gathering included local pastors, lay men and women, church board 
executives, theologians, and sociologists from 20 US and Canadian Protestant 
denominations. 


Dr. Margull said that much present-day evangelism is still based on a 
"Sunday conception of the world built round the trivial phenomena of people 
more or less at the fringe of society". He alleged that merely to add 
evangelism to other church activities is "to prepare for failure" and he 
questioned whether "our church - being a pastor's church - is fit to be the 
Church today and to witness to Christ in this world of ours". 


He asserted that the sospel has still to be proclaimed but he pleaded for a 
form of "private" as well as "public" proclamation, 


"Public proclamation", Dr. Margull said, “means preaching: the. gospel, in) the 
church Loria soclety, livings round. the lchuroh, Private proclamation leads 
to new, even if small, fellowships of new Christians wherever this pro- 
Clamation happens. Such fellowships might have their own new language, 

new hymns or no hymns at all, new questions, and a new conviction concerning 
the humanity of all mankind. 


"We do not yet know where all this may lead. Everything depends on the 
question whether we believe in the possibility of something new coming into 
being or whether we believe the Lord of history likes repetitions." 


Dr. Martin Niembller, a president of the World Council of Churches and one 
of the leaders of church life in Germany, received a standing ovation when 
he spoke about his experiences in the German churches! struggles with 
Nazism and described how this had led to the renewal of congregations when 
it was found that these are the primary unit for the witness of the Church 
in the world. | EPS, Geneva 


UNION PLAN PROPOSED BY 
BUB, METHODIST CHURCHES 


(Chicago) ~ A plan of union of the Methodist Church and the Evangelical 

United Brethren Church has been adopted here at a two-day joint meeting of 
the commission on church union representing the two denominations. 
Proposed name of the new church is "The United Methodist Church". Con- 
versations looking toward union have been held for the past eight years 
between the two communions. 


Current“membership of the Methodist Church in the United States is 
10,234,986. The EUB Church membership is 761,754. BPS, Geneva 
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SPANISH UNIVERSITY PLANS CHAIRS 
OF ECUMENISM, PROTESTANT THEOLOGY 


(Madrid) - Two new chairs dealing with the ecumenical movement will be 
established at the Pontifical University of Salamanca, Spain. 


Madrid's press greeted the announcement with comments that it reflected the 
"winds of change" in predominantly Roman Catholic Spain caused by the in- 
fluence of the late Pope John XXIII and Pope Paul VI. 


"A Chair of Protestant Theology" and "A Chair of Ecumenism" are to be 
created soon, according to the report, which noted a rising interest in 
"ecumenical problems" by university students, 


It was reported that an "ecumenist circle" now exists at the Catholic uni- 
versity. It is called the "John XXIII Circle", includes many alumni as 

members and is scheduled to hold a number of meetings during the course of 
the scholastic year. EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX LEADERS AGREE TO 
"EQUAL FOOTING" TALKS WITH ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Rhodes) ~- Representatives of Orthodox churches meeting here last week 
unanimously approved a proposal of the Ecumenical Patriarch, "first among 
equals" of Orthodoxy's leaders, that the Orthodox Church "should engage in 
conversation with the Roman Catholic Church on an equal footing". 


The 36 delegates to the three-day conclave called by the Ecumenical Patriarch 
said, however, that "each of the churches should act freely" in the matter 

of deciding whether or not to send observers to the second session of the 
Second Vatican Council. 


Only the Russian Orthodox Church sent observers to the first session of the 
necond Vatican Council. 


The autocephalous churches represented at the Rhodes meeting were Constanti- 
nople, Jerusalem, Alexandria, Antioch, Cyprus, Serbia, Moscow, Rumania, 
Bulgaria. The autonomous Orthodox churches represented were Poland, Czecho- 
Slovakia, and Hungary. 


The Church of Greece was not represented. Barlier it announced that it 
would not send representatives on the ground that it did not wish to commit 
itself without having the opinion of the whole hierarchy of the church which 
opened deliberations only yesterday, October 3.. : : 


Archbishop Chrysostomos, head of the Greek Orthodox Church, has accused the 
Roman Catholic Church of being "centralist" and "absolutist" and of having a 
"hostile attitude" towards Orthodoxy in general, and the Greek Orthodox 
Church in particular. He alleged that the purpose of the Rhodes meeting 
was to bring about "a compromise with the Holy See". EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN LEADER RESIGNS MINISTRY 
IN DISPUTE OVER INSTITUTE DIRECTORSHIP 


(Johannesburg) - The Rev. C.F, Beyers Naude, moderator of the Southern Trans- 
vaal Synod of the Dutch Reformed Church (Ned. Geref. Kerk), has announced 

his resignation from the ministry because of a disagreement with church 
leaders over his acceptance of the post of director of the new multi-racial 
Christian Institute of South Africa. (See EPS No. 33) 
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Regarded as one of the progressives in his church, Mr. Naude made his announce- 
ment from the pulpit of his church here before a large Sunday congregation. 


Leaders of the church had turned down his request that he be allowed to retain 
his status as minister - with the right to preach —- while holding the leader- 
ship post in the new Institute. 


They also directed that he ayietact® his job as editor of the multi-racial news- 
paper, Pro Veritate. 


In his announcement of his resignation, Mr. Naude warned the church against 
Spiritual isolation, saying his choice went deeper than his connections with 
Pro Veritate or the Christian Institute. 


"It is °a'?choice", he told his congregation, "between obedience to faith and 
obedience’-to church authority". 


By obeying church authority unconditionally, he said, he would save face but 
Nios e:soul", 


"Wake up", he said, "before it!s too late to extend the hand of Christian 
brotherhood to all extending it to you in sincerity. There's still time 
but it is getting very, very short." EPS, Geneva 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
IN FRANCE 


(Paris) ~ Military judges in Paris have adjourned the trial of Alain Rouzet, 
the conscientious objector who was sentenced last March 7 to six months! 
imprisonment for refusing to undertake military service. . 


An announcement said the action was taken because the Senate is slated shortly 
to study the law dealing with COs passed by the National Assembly just before 
the parliamentary vacation. (See EPS No. 26) 


The noted French leader, M. André Philip, writing of the case in Le Monde 
said that it is really a problem of religious liberty. 


"J... the first persecutions (of Christians) were due to the fact that the 
adherents of the new religion refused to participate in the cult of Caesar - 
the worship of the state. Today paganism is still trying to turn the state 
into something that it is not. Instead of being the culmination of a society 
based on voluntary contracts, which establishes procedures and pronounces 
final verdicts, the state is being turned into the supreme authority con- 
trolling men's consciences... The conscientious “objector refuses to partici- 
pate in this ae of the state. Is he ar be granted an Edict of Nantes at 
last?" EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX LEADER. 
HAS AUDIENCE WITH POPE 


(Vatican City) - Pope Paul VI has received in private audience in his library 
here Metropolitan Nicodim of Minsk and Byelorussia, head of the Moscow 
Patriarchate's External (Foreign) Affairs Department. 


The Vatican Radio described the audience as a "courtesy visit" by the metro- 


politan who also heads the Patriarchate's new Committee on Questions of 
Christian Unity. 
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Vatican sources said the visit marked the first time that such a high-ranking 
Russian Orthodox prelate has visited a Pope. 


No details of the audience were reported. Also present were Msgr. Jan 
Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity, and Bishop Frangois Charriére of Lausanne, Geneva and Fribourg. 


Metropolitan Nicodim, after leaving Pope Paul, visited the crypt of St. 
Peter's Basilica where he placed flowers and prayed before the tomb of Pope 
John. He then went to the Church of St. Clement's in Rome and prayed at 
the tomb of St. Cyril, the Apostle of the Slavs. Before leaving Rome he 
also visited other churches. 


The Russian metropolitan was en route home after visiting the USA where he 
attended sessions of the World Council of Churches! Central Committee in 
Rochester, N.Y. . 


Writing of the audience in Le Courrier, the Roman Catholic daily published 
in Geneva, Switzerland, the Rev. Edmond Chavaz, who accompanied Monsignor 
Charriére and Metropolitan Nicodim to Rome, stressed the religious character 
of the meeting. 


He said: "It was as a pilgrim that the Metropolitan, who had attended an 
inter-confessional meeting near Turin, came to pray at the tombs of the 
apostles St. Peter and St. Paul and.at the tomb of St. Cyril... His visit was 
quite unofficial in character. Metropolitan Nicodim was not sent by the 
Moscow Patriarch. 


"The Pope was very glad to receive a member of the hierarchy of one of the 
‘holy and venerable Hastern Churches! of which he had spoken so highly in © 
his address to the monks of Grottaferrata. The warm, serious embrace which 
he’ gave him at the close of the audience was not the kiss of peace that a 
father gives to a prodigal son who has returned to hin. It was a fraternal 
salutation between brethren who have been kept apart by serious divergences, 
and who are still separated, but who - despite these misunderstandings and 
divergences ~ feel a deep communion in the same love of Christ, and who are 
determined to do their utmost to overeome at last these long-standing 
difficulties," HPS, Geneva 


GERMANS MOVE TO UNITE 
CHURCHES AND MISSIONS 


(Hamburg) - The first concrete step towards the integration of the work of 
the churches and mission programmes in Germany has been: taken here with the 
approval by the German Evangelical Missionary Conference of a plan to set up 
@ joint "Evangelical Association for World Missions", 


The Conference took the action in approving an agreement reached earlier by 
the missionary body's Council and the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany. 


The plan calls for each of the two bodies to name seven representatives to 
a liaison committee. A full-time director will be named to handle the work 
of the Association which will have headquarters here. 


in Germany mission programmes traditionally have been operated by independent 
missionary societies. EPS, Geneva 
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MINISTER CHALLENGES AFRICAN 
MaTHODIST CHURCH 


(Umtata, South Africa) + Alleged racial discrimination within the Methodist 
Church was challenged at the formal opening here of the chureh 5 evangelist 
training centre, the only one of its kind in South Africa, 


The challenge came froma young African minister, the Rev. Alan Socikwa. 

He was answered almost immediately by the Rev. D.P. Dugmore, president of 
the fonference of the Methodist Church of South Africa, who said the church 
had plans "to put everything right". 


During a "loyal address" to Mr. Dugmore, Mr. Socikwa said the staff of the 
training centre and the students were all loyal to Mr. Dugmore and their 
church, but that they and many other Africans in the church had certain 
questions about its policies and practices, 


One of these, he said, was: Why were the stipends of the ministers determined 
in accordance with the colour of their skin? 


WAT the moment, the stipend of an elderly African minister ith many children 
is just equal to the stipend of a Coloured probationer who is single", he 
declared. 


He appealed to Mr. Dugmore to refer this and similar questions oe the 
conference for consideration. 


Mr. Dugmore rebuked Mr. Socikwa for not sticking to the subject of ies 
"Loyal address", He described him as "an ardent reformer", 


"We welcome ardent reformers in Our; church. We give them ample opportunity 

in the courts of the church to say what they want to say eee but sometimes 

people speak out of a lack of knowledge of what is happening", he declared. 
EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST LEADERS CONDEMN 
WORLD-WIDE RACIAL INJUSTICE 


*) 
(Stuttgart) - Strong opposition to discrimination in any form has been voiced 
here by the World Methodist Council. 


The statement, adopted at the body!s four-day annual executive committee 
meeting, recognized the problem of race prejudice as "world-wide" and called 
Methodist people everywhere "to penitence for their failure to exercise the 
Christian ministry of reconciliation". Twenty Methodist bodies are affili- 
ated with the Council, ; 


The resolution declared that the "fulness of life which our Lord Jesus Christ 
came to bring .«.. is not to be narrowly construed in merely spiritual terms, 
and that discrimination, spiritual, social, economic, or political, based upon 
race, nationality, sex, or creed is contrary to the will of God". 


The committee called. for study of the causes of discrimination "in order that 
the work of building up the family life of mankind, which must be pursued 
with both patience and urgency, may be based upon true understanding of the 
problems involved". EPS, Geneva 
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5,000 DUTCH PROTESTANT, 
ROMAN CATHOLIC YOUTH MEET 


(Utrecht) - Five thousand Dutch youth - 55 per cent of them Protestant and 
45 per cent Roman Catholic-.met here last Saturday for a day-long get- 
acquainted Congress. 


It is believed to have been the largest inter-confessional youth rally of 
its kind ever held anywhere and was widely. covered by Dutch radio and 
television. 


Congress theme was "Five loaves of bread and two fishes" and the noon-day 
meal consisted of bread, fish, and cheese. 


The youth heard two speeches by a Protestant and a Roman Catholic leader, 
Saw a ballet based on the theme, took part in community singing, and in 
discussions following the speeches pleaded for the opportunity for similar 
contacts on the local level. They also contributed $1,500 in the 
collection to the tree-planting project of the Committee for Christian 
Service in Algeria. 


The two speakers were the Rev. H. Henri van Andel, secretary of the Youth 
Department of the Ecumenical Council of the Netherlands, and Dr. i. Altineg 
von Geusau, ecumenical adviser to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Groningen. 


Preparatory study material for the Congress had been prepared by the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches and by the Vatican Secretariat 
Wooneonresiian. Unity. 


NEW PROGRAMME IS DESIGNED 
TO TRAIN CAMPUS LEADERS 


(Princeton, N.J,.) — Twenty-two campus Christian workers of various churches’ 
in 17 countries are participating in an experimental programme at Princeton 
Theological Seminary here to train religious leaders for university . 
campuses around the world. (See EPS No. 14) | 


The World Student Christian. Federation has organized the new programme to 
"stimulate and train leadership for the life and mission of the Christian 
community in universities". 


Following five months of resident study at Princeton, the participants will 
be assigned to in-service training under supervision of a qualified leader 
at a student centre in North America, Africa, Latin America, Burope, or 
Asia. This phase of the programme will last three or four months. “ 
EPS, Genev 


ROMAN CATHOLICS WHO SENT CHILDREN 
TO LUTHERAN SHCOOL ARE EXCOMMUNICATED 


(Cuenca, Ecuador) - All Roman Catholics who were sending their children to 
the Lutheran school here have been excommunicated by public order of the 
Archbishop of Cuenca. 


He charged that the school's provision of instruction in both English and 
Spanish was a pretext for proselytism. The school, which was founded a 
few years'ago, is recognized by the state and complies with government 
requirements. EPS, Geneva 
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PRESBYTERIAN MEDICAL SCHOOLS 
REOPEN THIS FALL IN THE CONGO 


(Lubondai, Congo) - In the Congo, where there is a serious shortage of 
doctors and nurses, two Presbyterian US medical schools will open soon. 


At Lubondai, a faculty of two missionary doctors and four nurses will begin 
a three-year course to train licensed nurses or "infirmiers", Last year 
the school, closed because of tribal fighting in the area, reopened with a - 
class of 18, studying a two-year course in practical nursing. 


At Bibanga, a similar practical nursing course begun last year will be con- 
tinued. Last year's class numbered about 20. 


During Congo's post~independence violence in 1960, hundreds of doctors of 
other nationalities were forced to leave the country. Missionaries and 
doctors serving through United Nations, church, and other auspices have 
helped to meet the emergency, but there is still a serious shortage of 
medical personnel, particularly in rural areas. 


Meanwhile ten American and Canadian doctors are serving in the Congce as 
volunteers under the "Operation Doctor" programme of the Congo Protestant 
Relief Agency. Among their wives, five are registered nurses, working 
alongside them. Scheduled to join them in the next few months are four 
more doctors and two young women - a medical student, and a physical 
therapist. EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERANS CHALLENGED TO MEET 
REFORMS IN ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Minneapolis) - Lutherans are not yet ready for the ecumenical encounter 
expected to develop as a result of reforms in the Roman Catholic Church, a 
prominent Lutheran theologian said here. 


"The Romans have been studying us in terms of the contemporary", said Dr. 
Warren A. Quanbeck. "Meantime, we (Lutherans) have been living in clichés 
under the assumption that Rome does not change." 


The theologian, a professor at Luther Theological Seminary in St. Paul, Minn., 
and now a visiting lecturer at Lutheran Theological Seminary in Gettysburg, 
Paey addressed the 50th annual convention of the National Lutheran Editors! 
and Managers! Association, 


"Humanly speaking", Dr. Quanbeck said, "reunion between Lutheranism and Roman 
Catholicism is impossible. The barriers are old enough, high enough, and 
thick enough so that no one can bring them down.'! 


Only the "work of the Holy Spirit" can bring about Christian reunion, he said, 
declaring that changes seen in the Catholic Church "can be ascribed to 
nothing less than the Holy Spirit". EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH CENTRE FORK THE UNITED NATIONS 
CONSECRATED IN NEW YORK 


(New York) - More than 2,000 people witnessed the consecration on Sunday, 
September 22, of the new Church Centre for the United Nations in New York City 


Speakers included the US Ambassador to the United Nations, Adlai E. Stevenson, 
UN Secretary General U Thant, and US Secretary of State Dean Rusk. 


Built by The Methodist Church, the $3 million Church Centre houses National 
Council, World Council, and denominational offices concerned with inter- 
national affairs. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES SEND "TROUBLE SHOOTERS" 
INTO RACH TENSE AREAS IN U.S. SOUTH 


(New York). - The National Council of Churches (USA ) is quietly sending small 
teams of "trouble shooters" into Southern states to help alleviate racial 
tensions. 


Since early July teams have gone into Alabama, Georgia, On a ial North 
Carolina, and Virginia. 


The teams usually comprise three persons, such as a minister and two laymen, 
and go into areas only if invited by local Negro leaders or religious or 
secular groups. 


The usual procedure is to attempt to open lines of communication between 
the Negro and white communities. 


The NCC's Commission on Race and Religion has also started a fund for the 
families of the four young Negro girls who died in the September 15 bombing 
of the Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. 


Other developments in the race scene last week included these: 


The nine pastors and district president of the Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod in Birmingham, Alabama, issued a statement read in all their churches, 
declaring that "the hurch (as the body of Christ) is not a segregated 
community (and that we) ... therefore have no right to segregate any member 
Gi that body 1! 


The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) announced it will seek a total 

of $300,000 in special offerings to aid ministers of the church who are 
evicted from.their pulpits for their support of integration. The fund will 
also be used to finance citizenship education and to send relief shipments 
to communities where Negroes are victims of economic reprisals. 


The Southern Christian Leadership Conference announced a vigorous plan of 
action aimed at the nation!s economy. It issued a four =point programme 
including a call for nationwide "economic withdrawal"! from Christmas shopping 
in commemoration of the young Negro victims of the September 15 
Birmingham bombings. BPS, Geneva 


SCOTSMAN IS ELECTED 
SALVATION ARMY CHIEF 


(London) - A 64-year-old Scotsman has been elected head of the Salvation 
Army. The new head, Commissioner Frederick L. Coutts, has since 1957 
been one of the Army's two commissioners in Australia. 


For more than a week, the Salvation Army's high council of 49 officers from 
20 countries has been meeting at Sudbury just outside London, to choose a 
leader to succeed Gen. Wilfred Kitching, who has reached the retirement 

age of 70. 


Commissioner Coutts, who was born in Kirkcaldy, Scotland, joined the 
organization in 1919. In 1945, he joined the staff of the organization's 
missionary department, becoming its head in 1953. He will take up his 
new appointment in November. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW WING FOR 


"CASA LOCARNO" DEDICATED 


EKuropean 
(Locarno) - Some 50 World Council of Churches officials and/church leaders 


gathered here last Friday for the dedication of a new wing for Casa Locarno - 
the ecumenical rest home jointly administered by the World Council of 
Churches and HEKS, relief agency of the Swiss Protestant churches. 


Funds totalling nearly $60,000 for the new addition and for the renovation 
of the already existing building were contributed by WCC member churches 
around the world, 


Since it was opened in 1947 some 5,000 pastors, pastors! wives, missionaries 
on furlough, and other church workers have spent on the average a month's 
vacation at the house which is located on the mountainside above Lake 
Maggiore in the Swiss Alnvs. 


The new additions now enable the house to accommodate 30 guests at a single 
time as compared with 24 previously. Expenses for the guests are under- 
written by either the WCC or HEKS. 


Dr, W.A. Visser 't Hooft, World Council of Churches' general secretary, 
preaching at a service of thanksgiving attended by the visitors and the 30 
guests now at the house held at the Protestant church in Monti, emphasized 
the role of Casa Locarno as a place where persons of all backgrounds and 
nationalities ‘can meet. He mentioned especially that it brings together 
church men and women from Hastern and Western Europe. 


Pastor Heinrich Hellstern, Zurich, general secretary of HEKS, who also spoke, 
noted that while Casa Locarno was "just a simple house" it was in the atmo» 
Sphere of such simplicity that Christ met with his disciples and that here 
persons can become really acquainted. 


Later the visitors were guests at a dinner given by the Swiss Church Feder- 
ation. Also attending was a representative of the Roman Catholic Bishop 


of Lugano. Messages of greeting were read from churches in several parts 
of the world. 


Casa Locarno is administered by a six man board of three persons each from 
HEKS and the WCC. ° Chairmanship is held on a rotating basis. Present 
chairman is Mr. Vlademar Tiirner, administrative secretary of the Department 
of World Service of the Lutheran World Federation. 


Casa Locarno's nearly 5,000 guests since 1947 have come from 36 different 
countries ard represented 14 different churches. The majority, however, 
have come from EHurooe,. Its guests are mainly those who are recovering from 
an illness or operation or who are exhausted after years of hard work. For 
some it is the firs> holiday they have known since entering church work. 
EPS, Geneva 


NEW WOMEN'S CCMMUNITY 
TO PRAY FOR UNITY 


(Farncombe, England) « A new women's community which will dedicate itself to 
the offering of continuous prayer will be established here. 


Three Anglicans end 2 Methodist form the nucleus for the new community. All 
of them have done chirch service in India, The leader of the group is Sister 


Carol Graham, an Ang’ican, who was a pioneer in establishing a sisterhood in 
the Church of South India, 


The community will be undergirded by a band of "companions" who are committed 
to daily prayer for utity and unceasing work to bring it about. Thus far this 


group numbers about 5°0 persons and is reported growing daily. EPS, Geneva 


aa 
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CHURCHES IN NIGERIA CRITICISE 
STATE OF NATION AND CHURCH 


(Lagos) - A strongly worded statement criticising not only the State but 
also the Church in Nigeria accompanied a call to prayer issued to member 
Churches of the Christian Council. 


the call came in connection with Nigeria's becoming a republic on October 1, 
the third anniversary of its independence. 


The Christian Council of Nigeria, while recognising the blessings of the 
independent status, says: "It is obvious to us all, Christians and non- 
Christians alike, that all:is not well with the state of our nation. 


"Political hatreds grow more and more bitter. Bribery and corruption are 
found everywhere, and money is fast becoming our god, Side by side with 
the wealth and luxury of the few we find increasing unemployment, poverty 
and hopelessness among many of our young people." 


While the Christian Church should be "the salt which should preserve the 
mation irom corruption", it said, “rather than acting as salt, the Church 
is too often sick at heart. 


"We should be giving a challenge or setting an example. Yet too often 
we ourselves are slaves to the same self-centredness, worldliness, immoral- 
ity and love of money which governs the world around us. Without realising 
it, the Church herself is steadily falling back spiritually." 

) . EPS, Geneva 


CONSECRATION OF FIRST DEACON IN 
SWISS PROTESTANT CHURCH 


(Geneva) - The Swiss Protestant Church in Geneva has consecrated its first 
‘deacon. 


He is Brother Jean Gerber who trained for 20 months at a Deacons! College 
for French-speaking Switzerland, and then worked for two years ina 
parish. . 


The Consistoire (the governing body) of the church announced that in taking 
the unprecedented step the church officially recognised a new form of 
consecrated service. It stressed the existence of different forms of 
parish ministry, and the need to divide the functions between several 
persons, instead of placing the whole responsibility on the pastor. But; 
it added, the status of deacons still remains to be defined. EPS, Geneva 


NEW CONGO UNIVERSITY 
PLANNED AT STANLEYVILLE 


(Leopoldvilte)-~ The Protestant Ghurches in the Congo have decided to set up 
a new Protestant University in Stanleyville; it will be the third in the 
country. The courses will open this month with about fifty students. 


Next year it is hoped to create Faculties of Philosophy and_Arts, Science 
and Theology. The Faculty of Theology already has its own Administrative 
Council and is supported by the various Protestant Churches. 


These projects are arousing great interest throughout the Congo, but will 
require financial support from outside the Congo, an estimated 437 million 
Congolese francs ($592,000), of which the Protestant Council in the Congo 
has collected half a million, ert EPS, Geneva 


No. 36 = Ath October, 1963 14 


€ 


CHURCHES IN SCOTLAND BLUEPRINT 
PLANS FOR GREATER UNITY 


(St. Andrews, Scotland) ~ Representatives of all of the Protestant churches 
in Scotland have concluded a meeting here on Christian unity with three con-- 
crete proposals. 


‘The first was that an experiment be tried in the new town of Livingstone in 
the opening of a church centre or centres which would serve all the churches. 
The second was to set up a national church council, and the third that a 
"Year of Christian Unity" should be planned, 


They also agreed to send a message to all local congregations in Scotland 
urging greater cooperation at the local level. Roman Catholic observers 
were present at the meeting. . EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH INFORMATION SPECTALIC™S ASK 
RECOGNITION OF THEIR "MINISTRY" 


(Biévres) - Recognition of the authentic ministry of the Christian information 
Specialist was urged by a group of French Protestant journalists and radio and 
television specialists convened for a two-day meeting here last week to dis- 
cuss ways of communicating the Christian faith in terms understandable to 
contemporary man, 


The meeting was the first of its kind ever held in France. , It was sponsored 
by the French Protestant Federation. 


The group decided to set up training courses for persons in the communications 
fields and to establish a journal for the exchange of technical aid and 
information. It also made plans to hold another similar meeting. 

EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Conference of Christian Youth in Northern Rhodesia, a Protestant associ- 
ation, will launch a campaign against segregation in the churches. During 
the first stage of the campaign inter-racial groups of young people belong- 
ing to the same confession will visit one another. During the second stage 
they will attend services. together in "non-integrated" churches, 


* * * 


In Spain for the first time the Ministry of Information and Tourism has 
authorized publication by a newspaper of an article about the Protestant 
churches. Ultima Hora has published an account of the address entitled 
"How we regard the Second Vatican Council" given recently at the University 
of Mallorca by Dr. Gutierrez Marin, President of the Permanent Commission of 
the Protestant Church in Spain. His address was also mentioned in the 
Roman Catholic paper Diario de Mallorca, 


% * 
The Presbyterian Church of Cameroon has published a leaflet in Bulu explain- 


ing the purpose and organization of the World Council of Churches. The 


church was one of nine churches accepted into provisional membership of the 
World Council this year. 


al ite * 


Nop’ 36 - Ath October, 1963 15 


Both Prises Kurt Scharf, President of the Council of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany, and Cardinal Frings, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Cologne, have 
welcomed the plan to publish a single edition of the hymn-tunes used in 
German churches, to replace the two separate editions now in use. 

Prises Scharf said that the Council regards the cooperation between Protest- 
ant and Catholic musicians as "a hopeful and encouraging sign, which will, 
it is hoped, have far-reaching repercussions", 


Gh carat shal 


The Nuffield Foundation of London has made a grant of £70,000 ($196,000) for 
a major study of race relations in Britain. Studies will be conducted over 
a five-year period and with the cooperation of government departments, local 
authorities, trade unions, and voluntary organizations. Universities also 
Will be invited to undertake research projects which the study will com- 
missione 


An nOneyy Oey "eae 


A three-man staff delegation of the Lutheran World Federation headed by the 
executive secretary, Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen, will visit the Hungarian 
Lutheran Church, October 26 to November 4. 


* * %* 


Hight Quakers from the United States are on a month-long goodwill tour of 
West and Hast Germany under auspices of the American Friends Service Con- 
mittee. An announcement said they are having "people-to-people discussions 
with church, government, and civic leaders concerning problems of peace and 
matters of mutual concern", 


* * * 


In Germany 460 conscientious objectors started 18 months! alternative 

Civilian service on October l, The Ministry of Labour of the Federal 
Republic has made provision to place them at the disposal of voluntary 
welfare associations. The only conscientious objectors exempted from 
alternative service are war-orphans and Protestant and Catholic clergy. 


% * % 


The appointment of the Most Rev. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of Cape- 
town to a canonry of Westminster has been announced. The archbishop, an 
outspoken critic of South Africa's apartheid policy, is expected to return 

to Britain near the end of the year. 


* * * 


Roman Catholic Bishop Sebastian Soares de Resende of Beira, Mozambique, issued 
a pastoral calling for laymen of his diocese to become active in the ecumen«. 
ical movement, 


* x * 


Pastor Jean-Baptiste Ralambomahay, president of the Evangelical Church of 
Madagascar, died September 25 in Lausanne, Switzerland, where he was under- 
going medical treatment. Mr. Ralambomahay was very active in ecumenical 
work, and represented his church at the Third Assembly of the WCC in New 
Delhi in 1961, 


¥ * 
Dr. Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, has invited the Supreme 
Patriarch of all the Armenians, Vasken I, to visit him in London in October, 


x * * 
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The Lutheran Church in Taiwan is a training ground for Christian mission- 
aries able to bear witness to the. gospel on the Chinese Mainland, the 
president of the Taiwan Lutheran Church said recently. The return of 
Lutheran evangelists to the mainland, Dr. Chung-an Chin added, is not 
necessarily coupled with the promised return of the Nationalist government 
from Taiwan but might take place under different circumstances. Whether 
Communism survives in China or not, Dr. Chin said, the days of the white 
missionary are over and his work will have to be assumed by Chinese 
Christians. Dr. Chin is a medical doctor and ordained Lutheran pastor. 
He heads both the Taiwan Lutheran Church and its seminary. He is 
currently in‘the United States on a return trip. from the Helsinki Assembly 
of the Lutheran Worid Federation. 


* * * 


A United Church of Christ (USA) minister and a rabbi have collaborated in 
producing a modern, non-technical study guide to the Bible designed for the 
laity. The guide was written by Dr. Mark B. Strickland and Rabbi Samuel 
Umen (Reform), both of Manchester, N.H. Dr. Strickland-worked on the 

New Testament and Rabbi Umen on the Old. Entitled "A Pathway’ to the Bible", 
it will be published October 15 by the Philosophical Library in New York. 


* * * 


A year-long observance of the 100th anniversary of Baptist work in Italy 
has been launched by the Baptist Union of Italy. The Union at a recent 
meeting in Rome also established its first Sunday School Board and formed 
a Ministers! Association for "mutual strengthening in fellowship and 
service", 


* * x 


nome 115 representatives of Huropean Methodist churches will meet at 
Freudenstadt, Germany, October 30 - November 6, to discuss "Christian 
Witness in a World of Social Change." "©: This path be the first such meéting 
to include representatives of Methodist churches from all parts of the 
Continent. 

¥ * * 


The New Zealand Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Wellington have joined in protesting against proposed French nuclear weapons 
tests in the Pacific. The Council of Churches has written to its corres- 
ponding body in France, the Protestant Federation of France, to ask that 
it join in the protest against the tests. 

) Sey ee 
Plans for a $4,000,000 fund drive to establish a permanent Friends World 
College have been announced in New York following successful completion of 
an experimental programme this summer at Brookville, N.Y. The inter- 


national undergraduate college is being sponsored by a group of Bon York’ 
Quakers organized as the Friends World College Committee. 


* * * 


Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, Roman Catholic Primate of Poland, will visit the 
US at the invitation of Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, 
No date has been set yet for the trip. EPS, Geneva 
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CONSULTATION PROBES WORLD 
CONFESSIONAL ISSUES 


(Geneva) - A clear distinction needs to be drawn between "confession" and 


"confessionalism". There was general agreement on this point at the-four- 
day Consultation on World Confessionalism sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches which ended here or October 5. A "confession" constitutes 


one of the true marks of the Church, while "confessionalism" implies a 
restricting and often paternalistic attitude in matters of Christian unity 
and mission. 


The Consultation brought together some 50 representatives of world con- 
fessional bodies, of regional councils of churches, and of the World Council 
of Churches. The main addresses were given by Principal C. H. Hwang, of 
the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan; Dr. Arne Sovik, director of the Depart- 
ment of World Mission in the Lutheran World Federation, and the Rev. Robert 
A. Nelson, of the Methodist Church of Ireland. 


Their addresses led to searching discussion of such cardinal questions as; 

How may a young indigenous church make its true confession of Christ to a 
surrounding non-Christian society ? How can the present world denominational 
families, all of them centred in the West, help the young churches in their 
present efforts to undertake "joint action for mission" ? 


Although no final answers to these questions were reached, it was felt that 
this united exploration of them had been so fruitful that it was agreed to 
continue the Consultation at two-yearly intervals and to hold smaller 
meetings, under WCC sponsorship, to discuss urgent practical issues once or 
twice a year. : 
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The Consultation was chaired by Dr. Norman Goodall, assistant general 
secretary of the WCC. It included among its members Miss A. L. Fransz, of 
the National Council of Churches in Indonesia; the Rt. Rev. A. M. Hollis, 
formerly moderator of the Church of South Indias; the Rt. Rev. E. M. L. 
Odjidja, moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana; Dr. D. T. Niles, 
general secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference; and staff or other 
representatives of the WCC, Anglican Communion, International Congregational 
Council, Friends World Banat eee fox Consultation, Qld Catholic Church, 
Paearent Patriarchate (of Constantinople), Baptist World Alliance, World 
Methodist Council, the World Presbyterian Alliance, Lutheran World 
Federation, the World Convention of Churches .of Christ (Disciples), and the 
Salvation Army. EPS, Geneva 


NEW CHURCH GROUP STIRS 
SOUTH AFRICA 


(Johannesburg) - Establishment of a new multiracial Christian body, the > 
Christian Institute of Southern Africa, by a group of white and non-white 
churchmen in South Africa has resulted in one of the biggest controversies 

in years in the Afrikaans churches of the ret eee reports the New York Times, 
which adds: 


"The leading figure in the controversy is the Rev. C. F. Beyers Naude, a 
minister of the Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk, one of the three main Dutch 
Reformed Churches in South Africa. When he became director of the Che keyted 
Institute he was not allowed to keep hiS status as a minister.” 


"The Institute was obliquely condemned by the Prime Minister, Dr. Hendrik 

F, Verwoerd, during a political speech a few days after it was founded. 

Dr. speiihiee es attacked what he called ‘abuse of our religion to lead us along 
false paths! 


"Despite criticism, the Institute is determined to carry on with its plans 
to create a body representative of Christian thought in the country." 


Comments the Johannesburg Star, one of South Africa's top.secular newspapers: 
"Mr Naude'ts decision to give up the position of minister, even at the cost 
of losing his preaching status, to become director of the recently created 
Christian Institute of Southern Africa, is an act of faith and of courage 

of the highest order, but, equally important, a Sabine ii to the entire 
Christian community in this country. 


"Tf the Church in Africa needs a catalyst to. unleash its tremendous potential 
for good, the action of Mr.:-Naude might provide it. How appropriate, were 
that to happen, that it should come from the servant of the largest of the 
three Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa.!! 


(For Mr. Naude's farewell sermon to his: congregation, see page 12) 
EPS, Geneva 


SIR HUGH FOOT WARNS OF RACIAL 
EXPLOSION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 


(New York) - Unless drastic and far-reaching changes in governmental and 
racial policies are instituted within a reasonable period of time in Southern 
Africa, "a shattering explosion" is due, says Sir Hugh Foot, who for years 
was a colonial governor in Africa and the Middle East. He added that 
Southern Africa and the whole of Africa would be aflame, involving the rest 
of the world. 
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Sir Hugh, a Methodist layman, told an executive meeting of the Methodist 
Board of Missions, which works in more than. 40 countries, that in all of 
Africa progress is being made, except in Southern Africa. He pinpointed 
the Republic of South Africa, Southern Rhodesia, Angola, and Mozambique as 
areas where "the fuses of a horrible race conflict". are already lit. 


He believes that conflict is inevitable in South Africa and the Portuguese 
territories. The gap between the races, he said, is too wide to be bridged. 
"The African has given up all hope of a peaceful solution." In Southern 
Rhodesia, Sir Hugh said, the gap between the white government and Africans 
could have been closed last summer if its government had taken the initiative 
and championed the cause of independence and justice. 


Sir Hugh sees in the United Nations hope for Africa and the free world. 

"It is in the United Nations that African countries, newly independent, have 
placed great confidence. They and the smaller nations are really the only 
nations that the Secretary General can consistently rely on. The big powers 
can do pretty much as they please, as it suits their purpose." 


Had it not been for African countries, he declared, the UN would not be what 
it is today. ». "Africans strongly believe that there must be .a.UN force, an 
international government," 


Sir Hugh urged the churches in Africa to attempt to reconcile the races by 


bringing them into dialogue. "Democracy knows no frontier of race and 
colour. I have seen how much evil is done when men are divided by fear and 
hate, and how much good is done when men are brought together in a common 
cause,!! . EPS, Geneva 


wec, LWF PLAN JOINT STUDY 
OF MEDICAL MISSION WORK 


(Geneva) - Plans for a jointly sponsored reassessment of medical mission 
work during the first five months of 1964 were announced here by the world 
mission units of the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World 
Federation. 


The study on the present status of "The Healing Ministry in the Mission of 
the Church" is to culminate with a consultation of experts on May 19-25 at 
Tubingen, Germany, officials of the WCC Division of World Mission and 
Kvangelism and the LWF Department of World Mission said. 


"It is felt", they stated, "that the present day calls for a reappraisal of 
the missionary medical programme in light of the changing situations and 
changing understanding of the task of medical missionary work" in Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America, 


In. preparation for the consultation, Dr. Erling Kayser, head of the Bethesda 
Lutheran Hospital in Seribudolok (Sumatra), Indonesia, will be employed by 
the two agencies full-time beginning in January, making a thorough advance 
survey of the subject. 


The 47-year-old Norwegian doctor, who has been doing medical work in 
Indonesia's Batak Protestant Christian Church for LWE /WM since 1957, is to 
start his survey with a trip of about five weeks through southeast Asia, 
to obtain a:first-hand view of what is being done in this sphere. 
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Approximately fifteen "carefully selected persons with knowledge and 
experience in the field of Christian medicine in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America will be brought together at Ttibingen's German Institute for Medical 
Missions for the May consultation", the spokesmen said. 


Material for the consultation is to come from Dr. Kayser's preliminary 
studies, which will include'the securing of comments and views on the most 
significant issues in this area by an inquiry among about 50 individuals 
chosen for their:-familiarity with medical missions. 


Working at a temporary office in Geneva, the Norwegian physician also will 
"assess the results of statements and publications by churches, national 
(Christian) councils and international organizations such as the World Health 
Organization, during recent years". HPS, Geneva 


THREE ANGLICAN DIGNITARIES 
CRITICISE CHURCH'S THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES 


(London, England) - On three occasions recently dignitaries of the Church 
of England have publicly criticised the Thirty-Nine Articles, the set of 
doctrinal formulae drawn up in the sixteenth century which attempt to define 
the church's dogmatic position. 


In a sermon in Winchester Cathedral on "Improved Relations with Rome", the 
Rev. Emanuel Amand de Mendieta, a residentiary canon of the cathedral, who 
is a convert from Rome, suggested that the Thirty-Nine Articles Sneagtor ess be 
replaced: by a modern declaration of faith. 


He said he would like to state some necessary conditions if they were really ~ 
anxious to improve quickly and firmly their already good relations with the 
Roman Catholic Church. Tt was obvious, he thought, that the Roman Church, 
must undergo radical reformation before the gulf separating her from the 
other churches in east and west could be bridged. But it was certainly true 
that non-Roman churches needed to undergo self-criticism to consider what 
should be reformed. 


One element of reappraisal should be the removal of the requirement obliging 
every Anglican clergyman to assent to the Pita abr ece Articles of Religion 
when he received a living. 


"In my opinion," Canon Mendieta went on, "and I know that is the Per of 
the large majority of Anglican clergy, this legal compulsion is resented by 
themias an anachronistic and useless provision. I am pleading here for the 
suppression of this intolerable obligation, and for the drawing up of the 
faith of the Church of England in a new and broad-minded document written in 
the language now used in the second half of the twentieth century." 


Earlier, Ganon Hugh Montefiore, the theologian and former dean of Gonville 
and Caius College, Cambridge University, had told his congregation when he 
was installed as Vicar of Great St. Mary's, the university church in 
Cambridge, that although he was prepared to make the: Declaration of Assent 
he did not agree with each individual Article. 


"Bach person probably has his own pet aversion," Canon Montefiore said. 
"Mine is Artiole 13." He pointed out that he came from a Jewish family ~ 
he was converted to Anglicanism while at school - and added: "While I stand 
before you as a Christian, this does not prevent me from greatly admiring 
some of my fellow Jews. I cannot believe that every single action of every 
member of the Jewish faith has the nature of sin. 


No. 37 - llth October, 196% y 


"For me to subscribe specifically to this Article would be rather like 
committing the sin against the Holy Ghost, for I would be deliberately 
calling black what I know to be white." 


Last May the new Vice-Provost of Southwark (Canon a Pearce-Higgins) protes- 
ted against having to assent to the Articles before his installation. The 
Articles, he said, appeared to him to be "in the nature of a theological 
fossil embedded in the constitution of the Church of England." But he 
assented in accordance with the law. EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANTS IN EUROPE!S LATIN 
COUNTRIES REPORT BETTER CATHOLIC RELATIONS 


(Leysin, Switzerland) - A real improvement in relations between Roman 
Catholics and Protestants in Portugal, Belgium, Italy, Spain, and France 

and a more or less continuous dialogue between them were reported to the six- 
day Conference of Protestant Churches in the Latin Countries of Europe which 
ended here October 6. 


The Conference brought together about 100 Reformed, Lutheran, Baptist, 
Methodist, and other Protestant churchmen from Italy, Spain, Portugal, France, 
Belgium, and French-speaking Switzerland. It was the third meeting since 

the Conference was created. 


During the sessions attention was given to the structure of Protestant 
churches. It was reported that in a number of instances this is being 
modified because of the desire for inter-denominational soooperation and that 
some regroupings have already taken place. 


The Conference examined the problems raised by the migration of workers in 
Hurope, especially from Italy, Spain, and Greece and even from Africa. 

Dr. Pierluigi Jalla, of Turin, spoke on the theological aspect of migration 
and Monsieur André Philip, Professor of Political Economy at the Sorbonne, 
Paris, looked at the social questions raised by the mass movement of workers 
from one country to another, 


In his address, Professor Philip urged the churches to cooperate in the 
integration of migrant workers by 


- Ceasing to make difficulties about mixed marriages, which may afford 
opportunities for a meeting and for deepening of faiths 

- Training lay people to help the workers when they find themselves in 
diticcuitys-and 

- Intervening wherever necessary, coordinating, and initiating the work 
of local committees for helping foreign workers. 


The Conference, which was presided over by Monsieur Jean Cadier, Dean of the 
Protestant Faculty of Theology at Montpellier, appointed Pastor Humberto Capo, 
secretary of the Permanent Commission of the Protestant Church in Spain, to 
be chairman of the follow-up committee. 


In a message to the churches, the Conference affirmed that true service is 
not a task to. perform, a programme to be carried out, but the unforeseeable 
and gratuitous consequence of the intervention of the Risen Lord in the life 
of the Church. ’ 


"Admittedly in the eyes of God,'' the message says, “every church, whatever 
its strength, constitutes a minority in the world. But it is equally true 
in the eyes of God that a minority church must possess the absolute certainty 
of really being a church. That is why, as such, it cannot evade the res- 
ponsibility of announcing God's Kingdom and of serving the people amid whom 
God has placed it. 
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"It is precisely in the active presence of the Lord that the minority 
churches can find liberation from any !inferiority complex! about being poor 
and small. The work of the Lord is not dependent upon numbers nor upon 
money. The churches are asked to be the instruments of the miraculously 
risen Lord, not to wait until their five barley-loaves are transformed into 
tons of bread and their two small fishes into whales before beginning to 
serve Him. It is through service in obedience that men will see the glory 
of God. 


"Thus the Lord does not leave us alone, without companions in distress. 

It is just when we realise that we are nothing that He sends others to help 

us and to accompany us, so that together we may be members of His Body." 
EPS, Geneva 


THEOLOGIAN SEES THAW IN LATIN 
AMERICAN CHURCH RELATIONS 


(Rome ) - Church relation in Latin American countries are beginning to thaw 
as a consequence of personal contacts, Professor José Miguez-Bonino, dean 
of the Protestant Faculty of Theology in Buenos Aires, told the Bulletin 
of the Federal Council of Protestant Churches in Italy during a recent - 
interview. 


Prof. Miguez, who is the observer sent by the World Methodist Council to the 
Vatican Council, has lately visited nine countries in Latin America. 


He said that everywhere he had found great interest in Catholicism which he 
attributed "to the signs of renewal in the Catholic Church and to statements 
eeeee ADOut ideas and attitudes which Protestants in Latin America did not 
know existed in Roman Catholicism.!! 


Nevertheless, this interest "is accompanied by a certain perplexity ..... a 
certain suspicion. The experience of Protestantism in Latin America is too 
painful, and the recollection of it is still too acute for it to be other- 
wise, I visited villages in Mexico where the Protestant service had been 
forcibly suppressed by order of the Catholic priesthood on the preceding 
Sunday. I also visited towns where a pastoral letter from the Bishop had 
just been read out attacking the Protestants. 


"Protestantism in Latin America usually thinks of Catholicism as a monolithic 
uniform structure. There is an apparent contradiction between the irenic. 
statements and the recent experience of polemics and suppression. Protes- 
tants in Latin America can interpret this at present only as a two-faced 
attitude, a change in tactics, a new way of trying to achieve the usual aim - 
the suppression of Protestantism." 


Prof, Miguez said that if Catholicism wishes for a real change in church 
relations to take place in Latin America, then it must make some concrete 
gesture during the next few years. Among Roman Catholics there was a 
certain desire for dialogue and for meetings with other confessions, In 
many places, he said, "priests and professors of theology have taken the 
initiative in sending invitations to cooperate to some periodicals and to 
celebrate the Christian festivals. together. The Protestants replied 


cautiously but welcomed these gestures and the population generally Sp Hoe Yaa 
of these manifestations." 


age Y r 
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Prof. Miguez pointed out that the largest Protestant groups in Latin America 
- the Pentecostalists, the Assemblies of God, and the independent missions - 
are on the fringe of the ecumenical movement. He thought it was the oldest 
churches, such as the Presbyterians, Lutherans, Waldensians, Methodists, and 
Episcopalians, that had shown most interest in the possibility of a dialogue 
with Roman Catholicisn. 


"To achieve real progress," Prof. Miguez said, "Catholicism must give up 

exerting force and claiming legal authority, and Protestantism must learn 
to behave in a mature and responsible way. The most serious obstacles to 
ecumenical dialogue are arrogance, resentment, and fear," EPS, Geneva 


BASLE KIRCHENTAG RAPS "WIDESPREAD" 
ANTI-SEMITISM IN SWITZERLAND 


(Basle, Switzerland) - Regret for anti-semitism in Switzerland, which although 
unconscious and latent is nevertheless widespread, was expressed at. the first 
Protestant Kirchentag to be held here in German-speaking Switzerland. The 
churches were urged to pay more attention to this question. 


A study-group which examined anti-semitism suggested that inadequate knowledge 
of Jewish history should be corrected by more extensive reading and that 
intercession for Israel, which exists in most Ee ata should be made an 
integral part of worship services. 


Another study-group, on "the Church and the World", discussed the structure 
of. the congregation and the renewal of worship. ae addition to the local 
congregation, it was thought that the Christian today needs new forms of 
fellowship, such as groups for married couples, occupational groups, associa- 
tions for the relief of distress, and study-groups concerned with questions 
of politics, economics, youth, education, and the mass media. 


The Poe henias drew attention to the threat to marriage and family life Phen 
a materialistic attitude to life, a harmful environment, uncertainty about 
education, and sex questions. The Church was urged to lay down definite 
directives on these points and to send concrete suggestions to the congre- 
gations Young married couples should be helped and big families aided to 
find flats. 


Calls were made for a Protestant understanding of birth control, for more 
attention to family welfare when wages and taxes are fixed, and for a study 
of the question of mixed marriages. EPS, Geneva 


MEXICO MEETING WILL TAKE 
NEW LOOK AT MISSIONS 


(New York) - The first full meeting of the Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches will meet in Mexico City, 
December 8-20, to look at the missionary task from a new angle. 


The general theme for the meeting is "God's Mission and Our Task". About 
two hundred participants from six continents are expected to attend the 
meeting to be held at Union eat uae Seminary and at the 

Methodist Girls! School. 


Delegates are appointed by the national Christian councils affiliated with 
the Commission and by the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 
Advisers, observers from other world Christian bodies, youth delegates, and 
staff will also attend. . 
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The church leaders from all parts of the world will concentrate on four main 
topics: The Witness of Christians to Men of Other Faiths; The Witness of 
Christians to Men in the Secular World; The Witness of the Christian 
Congregation to the Neighbourhood; and The Witness of the Church across 
National and Confessional Frontiers. Mornings will be given over to section 
meetings. ; 


At mid-day the conference will pray for the evangelization of the world. 
Afternoons will be devoted to specific work of the Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism. 


The Commission has issued a booklet, "Meeting in Mexico", so individuals 

and congregations can join in the Bible study at the heart of the conference. 
It is available in Spanish, English, and French from the New York office, 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, Room 440, 475 Riverside Drive, 
New York 10027, N:Y., USA, or from the Publications Department, wot., 17 route 
de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. The booklet is also available in German 
as a special number of Weltmission Heute. EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN COUNCIL: MORE 
PRESS COMMENTS: 


More press comments on the opening of the second session of the Vatican 
Council in Rome (see EPS No. 36) are given below’- 


Church Times (Anglican, Britain): The highest hopes of the new Pope!s 
attitude to Christian reunion were not only fulfilled but exceeded when he 
delivered the inaugural address at the opening in Rome of the second session 
of the Vatican Council. : 


"Tf we are in any way to blame," he said, "for their (other Christian 
churches!) separation, we humbly beg God!s forgiveness and ask pardon, too, 
of our brethren who feel themselves to have been injured by us." These 
words breathe a spirit so entirely novel (to ears at least which are accus- 
tomed, as in England, to old-fashioned Roman claims) as to be almost incred- 
ible. But they were spoken, and spoken, what is more, on the most solemn 
and formal occasion by the head of the Roman Catholic Church. The Pope 
also stressed that "we do not wish to make of our faith an occasion for 
polemics", 


This whole address should encourage those who hold that the present is not 
a time to dwell on the things which divide Rome from the rest of Christendom, 


but rather to thank God for the wind of change blowing through the corridors 
of the Vatican. 


Baptist Times (Britain): Some Protestants will no doubt maintain towards the 
Vatican Council the attitude, "Can any good thing come out of Rome ?" 

Others will feel that to refuse to think that the Spirit of God can possibly 
lead this branch of the Church to a new understanding of truth, or to ignore 
the winds of change that are blowing in Rome, would be a denial of the Holy 
Ghost - for which sin there is no forgiveness. These will want, instead, 

to pray for the Council, believing that when the Church, in any of its 
branches, has the courage to test its dogmas, practices, and relations with 
other Christians by Scripture and the leading of the Spirit, God is able to 
do abundantly more than we can ask or think. 


The Christian (Evangelical, Britain): The Pope has stated that the Vatican 
Council of 1870, which promulgated the degree of Papal Infallibility, closed 
before the question of episcopal powers could be defined. The theory of 


ee we 
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Papal Infallibility has been a source of embarrassment to the hierarchy ever 
Since, and it will be interesting to see whether the present Council will 
try to modify its absolutist character. An announcement that the Council 
will develop a doctrine regarding the episcopate and its function, conveys 

a hint of some such attempt. Any abatement of Rome!s exclusive clains will 
be a step in the! right direction, but we fear that any real reformation of 
doctrine is a long way off. 


The Rev. Hébert Roux, of the Reformed Church of France, in La Croix, French 
Catholic daily: What struck me most in this address was the Popels concern 
to give first place at the Council to the renewal of pie Church... This 
renewal will not take place through the definition of dogmas, but through 
the Church's self-examination ~ an enquiry into the need for renewal. What 
Should be the criterion for this renewal ? It must be "Christo-centric", 
The three questions "jFhere do we start from ? What course must we take ? 
What is our ultimate ain ?" are all answered by Paul VI by one word: 

ALO. We ae Ae 5 a tt is in relation to Christ that the-Church must examine itself, 
renew itself and where necessary correct itself. 


We who stress Christ as sole Saviour and sole Mediator can only rejoice at 
this. Protestant Tradition has always emphasised "Christus solu") Chai et 
alone, and the Catholic stress on "Christus totus", the whole Christ, in 
which the Church is incorporated. There is not much opposition between the 
Sowid “UNPist: as ithe) sole saviour, the sole Mediator, and if the renewal of 
the Church has to be undertaken with reference to Dine iiet. 


It is undoubtedly the first time that a PODS, Witwem Oriacial matter voike 
this, has stressed the seriousness and the importance of the Christian groups 
which are separated from Rome, He does so not only in order to stress the 
desire for unity, but in order to show that for the Roman Catholic, Church 
unity is a necessity, and that this confronts him with doctrinal problems 
concerning the nature of unity and the catholicity of the Church. 


There is too often a sort of illusion about GNU ys Many Catholics seem 

to think that the scparated brethren have only one desires!" toi return’ to! the 
Church. This attitude provokes the Protestants into stiffening their 
position. 


Réforme, French Protestant weekly: The ecumenical dialogue cannot be genuine 
unless, while remaining firmly attached to the expression of one's own faith, 
one fully admits the validity of the faith of others, and fully admits the 
inadequacy of all these expressions of faith in the light of the ineffable 


mystery of Jesus Christ. Before reaching this point, several Vatica 
Councils will certainly be needed, and several Assemblies of the World 
Council of Churches. PS, Geneva 


THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH OF 
FRENCH POLYNESIA BECOMES INDEPENDENT 


(Papeete) - A festival has beén held at Tahiti to commemorate the centenary 
of thearrival of the first missionary of the Protestant Missionary Society 
of Paris, and to celebrate the independence of the Protestant Church of 
French Polynesia. 


At a solemn ceremony in Papecte, attended by the authorities of the Church 
and by the governors of French Polynesia,. Pastor Marc Boegner, President of 
the Protestant Missionary Society of Paris, proclaimed the independence of 
the Protestant Church of French Polynesia. tts President is Pastor Samuela 
Raapoto. EPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTANTS AND CATHOLICS COOPERATE 
IN MEXICO'S BIBLE DAY 


(Mexico City) - The growing cooperation between Roman Catholics and Protest- 
ants in this country was seen when Mexico's second National Bible Day was 
held recently. 


The campaign was preceded by extensive distribution of the Holy Scriptures. 
The recently formed National Catholic Bible Society aims at distributing 
500,000 Bibles in Mexico during the coming year. 


A national Bible competition, in which preliminary matches were held in more 
than a third of the dioceses of Mexico, was based on the Acts of the Apostles. 


The Protestants of Mexico shared in the biblical exhibit installed in the 
rooms next to the Cathedral of Guernavaca. Hundreds of people who visited 
this exhibit were each given a small copy of the book of Acts in Spanish. 
This was the first time in Mexico that a Catholic bishop had invited 


Protestants to display their Bibles in his diocese. Bishop Méndez Arceo 
has, by express permission of Pope John XXIII, permitted his followers to 
read "protestant Bibles". BPS, Geneva 


BOSSEY STUDENTS TO 
OTUDY SYNCRETISM 


(Bossey, Switzerland ) - Syncretism* is to be one of the main subjects studied 
by the 49 students attending the latest semester of the Graduate School of 
Ecumenical Studies at Bossey which opened here onm..October 4. 


The’ students, who come from 24 countries and 10 Confessions, were welcomed 
by Prof. E. Rochedieu, dean of Geneva University's Theological Faculty. The 
course is sponsored jointly by the World Council of Churches and Geneva 
University's Theological Faculty. 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the WCC, gave the first 
lecture on "Syneretism - A Problem of Our Time", and outlined its many, 
aspects. Dr. Visser 't Hooft has recently published an important book on 
syncretism entitled "No Other Name", 


The course, which will be conducted by sixteen staff. and WBA IES lecturers, 
continues until mid-February. 


(*Syncretism has been defined as "an attempt to reconcile or unite diverse 
or opposite tenets or practices, especially in religion or philosophy". As 
such, it is incompatible with the ecumenism of the WCC, which is based on 
the acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the 
Scriptures and of the fulfilment together by those who do so of their common 
calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.) 

EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC PRELATE CITES WCC 
WORK IN ECUMENICAL FIELD 


(Winnipeg) - A Roman Catholic archbishop here,in an address on the ecumenical 
movement, cited the World Council of Churches for establishing a dialogue 
among non-Catholic Christian bodics. 


Archbishop G. B. Flahiff-of Winnipeg said that the WCC does not plan to form 
a league of churches against Catholicism, nor does it wish to setup a 
"super-church",. 


' 
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He added that the WCC demonstrated that the ecumenical movement could flourish 
without confusion or compromise in matters of faith. 


The prelate said that the aim of the ecumenical movement was to seek mutual 
understanding as a basis for dialogue and to remove prejudice. 
EPS, Geneva 


CZECH GOVERNMENT FREES 
PRIMATE AND SEVEN BISHOPS 


(Rome ) - Archbishop Josef Beran, Primate of Czechoslovakia, and seven other 
Czech bishops have been liberated by the Czech Government. Some may go to 
Rome for the Vatican Council. 


Archbishop Beran, who is 73, was arrested by the Communist régime on June 19, 


1949. 


The other prelates who have been released are Bishop Karel Skoupy of Brno, 
Bishop Ladislao Hlad, also of Brno, Bishop Stanislav Zela of Arpasa, Bishop 
Jan Vojtassak of Spis, Bishop Joseph Hlouch of Southern Bohemia, Bishop 
Stephen Trochta of Northern Bohemia, and Bishop Karel Otcenasek of Hastern 
Bohemia. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Long extracts from the statement on Racial and Ethnic Tensions made by the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches during its meetings last 
August in Rochester, New York (see EPS No. 35) has been circulated as an 
official United Nations document to the members of the UN Special Committee 
on the government of South Africa's policies of apartheid. As such, itis 
included in the documentation submitted by the Special Committee and the 
pecurity Council. 

® %.* 


Lady (Nancy) Bridge, 56-year-old wife of Admiral Sir Robin Bridge has been 
installed as the first woman lay canon of the Church of England, by the 
Provost of Portsmouth, the Very Rev. E. N. Porter, in Portsmouth Cathedral. 
Lady Bridge said laters "This is a great step forward to the recognition of 
women in religious posts. Iihave no.official duties, but I will attend 
ceremonies when the presence of a lay canon is required. 


* * * 


Catholicos Vazken I of Etchmiadzin, Soviet Armenia, head of the Armenian 
Apostolic (Orthodox) Church, is making an extended visit to Jerusalen, 
England, Egypt, and India to meet with church leaders in those areas. His 
pilgrimage to. the Holy Land is at the invitation of Armenian Patriarch 
Yegeshe Derderian of Jerusalen. 


* * * 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) is to build a memorial 

church at Dachau on the site of the former concentration camp, A Protestant 
memorial service to be attended by all the members of the Council of the EKD 

will be held on the site on November oO; EPS, Geneva 
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special Report 


(We print below extracts from the farewell sermon to his congregation preached 
by the Rev..C. F. B. Naudé when he left to take up, in spite of ORO Rta) 
the directorship of the newly formed Christian Institute of Southern Africa - 
See page 2):+ 


OBEDIENT TOWARDS GOD 


Mr. Naudé took for his text Acts 5:29, "We must obey God rather than 
men'', and said that when the apostles were arraigned before the council in 
Jerusalem it was hoped to silence them and they were accused of disturbing 
the peace of the city and of the church as well as being self-willed in 
their teaching. 


Peter did not. really defend himself against the charge of disobedience 
but merely replied that when God makes a demand, all other things must yield. 


iimong those who spoke at the council was Gamaliel, the slow-moving, 
cautious theologian. His reaction did, indeed, contain truth and-wisdonm. 
But, ultimately, he was not so much concerned about Christ and the Apostles 
as with the Sanhedrin. His advice came to this: Postpone the decision, do 
not act‘immediately, the time is not ripe. Gamaliel may have been deeply 
unhappy about the developments with which he was confronted but he avoided 
a decision and ushered his people past Jesus. 


"What," Mr. Naudé asked) has, afl this ‘toidoawite us. witu you, with 
me, with the situation in our church, in our people, in South Africa and in 
Africa 7 I know that some will say: Is it not arrogant to draw out of this 
episode an analogy with the situation in which we find ourselves today ? 
Only the Holy Spirit, my brothers and sisters, can convince each of you to 
what extent Acts 5 is applicable to our situation. Personally I have tried 
to find the light for my decision everywhere else in the Scriptures;- also 
in order to find motivations to disengage myself from Pro Veritate and the 
Christian Institute and to continue quietly and happily with my parish work. 
But time and again - sometimes with a wrestling, fearful and resistant heart 
- the Lord has taken me back to this part of the Scripture as if to say: 
whatever this text may mean to others, this is My answer to you: obey God 
rather than men! 


"And now I give you the light as God has given it to me during these 
last days - and sometimes with much resistance and reluctance on my part - : 


The issue: Freedom to witness 


"The various official actions taken by the Synod, -the regional and parish 
councils and the subsequent reactions have made it very clear to me that, 
although the Synod has never openly put an explicit interdiction upon the 
utterances which were not in accord with the ecclesiastical policy and the 
views of the past - in spirit and in practice it comes down to this: the 
God-given right and freedom of minister and layman to witness prophetically 
and in the tradition of the ongoing reformation to the truth of God's Word 
is being limited and tied up to such an extent that a minister of the Gospel 
in principle‘no longer has freedom to express his deepest Christian con- 
victions and to express them in the manner or place or time which God, by 
His Word and Spirit, demands of him, 


- 
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"Therefore the choice which I find before me is not primarily one bet- 
ween parish work and other Christian work, nor between the Church and 
Pro Veritate, nor the Church and’ the Christian Institute. No, this choice 
goes much deeper: this is a choice between obedience ‘to the faith and 
submission to ecclesiastical authority. And by unconditionally obeying the 
latter I would save my face, but lose my soul! 


"By joining the Christian Institute, however, I do not leave the Church. 
On the contrary: in and-by the Institute I want. indeed to serve my church 
in a wider ecumenical context, even if my church would not officially recog- 
nise and desire this. Nor do I abandon the ministry of the Gospel - it was 
exactly for that reason that I applied for maintenance of status, in order 
to give evidence that I do not want to be and stay anything else but a 
minister of -the Divine Word ... 


"But’ this: text has a meaning ,for,.the congregation,too - for by my action 
you have become involved in it, without any of us wanting it. Yous 


are called to make a choice, to take a decision: you cannot avoid or escape 
ats And mind yous -this decision does not primarily deal with me personally 


or my convictions, with my staying in the parish or leaving it, nor with 
your views on Pro Veritate or the Uhristian Institute - in the deepest sense 
your decision deals with Christ, It deals with the question: is His Word 
the highest authority for you, the ultimate word ? God will not let you go 
until you have chosen! 

God our people 7 


The church must chooses or 


HPutal Or. Lhe church, too, this text has a "meaning ‘this’! morming. W 
find, ourselves in the particularly privileged, but for that mere reason 
responsible position, in which the voice of the ehurch reaches far and-+ can 


exercise great influence. Our, church, ae"a church rooted. in. therpeople,~ iss 
at this, time, also. intensely linked with our people, now that its continued 
existence is in danger. And 411 real Afrikaners feel themselves: deeply 


connected with their people in this anxious time and I join them as an 
Afrikaner who wants to serve his people today with the same love and faith- 
fulness as in the past. 


“Now J know that there are. many who. today will say: this is not a time 
for talking = even if many things are not right or morally indefensible: 
this is, the time to keep silent and side with your people. Brothers and 
sisters, however well-intentioned such a point of view may be ~ don't we 
Christians understand that such an attitude has been born ‘out of fear, and 
thet Learens. a. sien of: inbeliet '? Don!% we confess and believe that if 
we are obcdient to God in all things according to His Word, He will assure 
our future and that of our people ? Whose kingdom comes first for us: © the 
kingdom of God or that of our people ? What is more important: that we 
will stand close to one another or that we will all stand close to God ? 

And what else does it mean to stick to God, but to proclaim the Kingship of 
Jesus Christ over all nations. (including our people) - also where ccumcenical 
and racial relations are concerned)? And iat we, as a church, fear, om refuse 
to do so frankly, then we abandon our people - then we betray our people! 


"Ef our church is not going to understand and exercise better this 
obedience, which God demands, we will suffer endless damage and sorrow. 
Not only will we lose or frustrate the best intellectual and spiritual forces 
in the ranks of our ministers, not only will we lose the confidence of thou- 
sands of our members, who are searching for more biblical light upon all 
those controversial problems concerning church and state, kingdom and people, 
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race and colour - more than that: our Church is irrevocably alienating the 
heart of our daughter churches and barring the way for its witness to the 
churches of Africa! If our Church continues this purposeful and fear-riddéen 
process of isolation, its tragical withdrawal from the holy Catholic Church 

in South Africa and Africa - we will spiritually pine away and die! O my 
Church, I call this morning with all the force of my soul: Get awake before 
it is too late, get up and reach the hand of Christian fellowship to whomever 
stretches his to you in sincerity! There is still time, but time is getting 
short, very short! 


The ministers must be free from fear 


"But for us as ministers of the Gospel, too, this word of Acts 5, 
verse 29, has a meaning. A great many ministers of the Gospel are decply 
worried about the development in our church. Many are worried because it 
seems as if the church is not free to act solely on the basis of the Word of 
God, because other influences and powers play a predominant role. “Many are 
convinced that in our ecclesiastical and race relations big changes will have 
to be brought about on many levels. But this conviction is concealed for 
many reasons? 


- the fear that it will harm the church if they speak; 
-~ the fear ‘that our members are-not yet ripe to receive these truths; 
-~ the possible repercussions it might cause in our congregations. 


"Tn a situation like this we all are called to act with the greatest 
sense of responsibility, but definitely not to keep. silent! For .the 
proclamation of the truth of the Gospel can never harm the Church of Jesus 
Christ! And if the members of our church are not being influenced by all 
kinds of other powers, but are fearlessly and completely informed about what 
exactly is the demand of the Word of God to all people (whites as well as 
non-whites), will not the Spirit of God guide them in all truth ? Why then, 
are we afraid ? Has not the time arrived that we shall cry out clearly and 
cheerfully: Thus speaks the Lord! 


Appeal to other churches 


"Pindlly: elso for the other churches in South Africa and for the 
Christians (white and non-white) within them, this text has a meaning. You, 
who with us confess faithfulness to Christ and His Word: - is your primary 
obedience and your ultimate faithfulness towards Christ ? Are you prepared 
to call your people and your part of the nation to. put this obedience before 
all other things ? Even where this conflicts with their deepest human 
sentiments ? Are you prepared to recognise injustice where injustice has 
been done (also against the Afrikaner), to give love and understanding where 
this is needed, and to become the least so that Christ becomes the greatest ? 


"For all Christians of all churches and nations and tongues and races 
who sincerely search and pray for this primary obedience, there is His 
glorious assurance, also for the unsure future: 


!If God is for us, who can) be against us 7!" hs 
EPS, Geneva 
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ENICAL DISCUSSION 
A SATELLITE 
(New York) - The second in a series of live international television pro- 
a the subject "The 


grammes entitled "Town Meeting of the World" was on 
Christien Revolution". These programmes utilise the satellite Telstar II 
in order to unite speakers in different parts of the world in discussion. 


Se 9, 
The programme broadcast on Tuesday, October 15th, repeat on the 
following day) linked Rome, London and Princeton CNS eo" USA. 


"The Christian Revolution" focussed on t s Christian unity, 
with particular emphasis on the Vatican Council's deliberations on unity 
among Roman Catholics, Protestants, and Eastern Orthodox churches, together 
with the effects to be expected on non-Christian religions. f 


Speaking from Rome was Cardi 
Cardinal of the Roman Catholic Church) and D 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin ssociate general 


; socié ecretary of the World Council 
of Churches, participated from St. Paul's ¢ 


athedral, London. From Princeton 
ec the speaker was Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran 
Church of America, and chairman of the Central Committee of the World 


Council of Churches. 

The broadcast, which lasted one hour, Was a joint project of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation (B.B.C. ) and the Columbia Broadcasting System 

(O. BSS} s EPS, Geneva 
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WCC APPEALS FOR $500,000 TO AID VICTIMS 
OF ITALIAN DaM DISASTER AND CARIBBEAN BURRICAN 


(Geneva ) - The World Council of Churches has appealed to its 209 member 
churches and the related organizations for $500,000 to finance relief and 
rehabilitation work in the area of the dam disaster in the Italian Dolomites 
and in Haiti, Cuba, andélsewhere in the Caribbean where devastation has been 
caused by the hurricane "Flora", 


Representatives of the Italian Protestant churches, meeting in Rome, called 
on their congregations to take special collections at Sunday's services. 

The meeting planned to send prefabricated houses to the stricken valley as 

a gift from Italian Protestants, It is currently estimated that some 3,000 
persons died in the disaster. 


In the Caribbean, the hurricane, accompanied by tidal waves and torrential 
rain is believed to have led to the deaths of more than 8,000 persons. 


The storm struck islands strung out in a line more than 1,200 miles in length. 
Among the places that have suffered most are Haiti and ee where the hurr- 
icane remained centred for four days. 


Church World Service, relief agency for the Na tbr dunes of Churches of 
America has announced here that disaster supplies flown out of Miami to Haiti 
included one million water purification tablets, 100,000 typhoid shots, 20 
cartons of penicillin tablets, 5,100 tubes of sulfa and first-aid creams, 
1,000 blankets and 1,297 cases of survival biscuits. 


A total of 1,205,643 pounds of food, shipped as a part of the normal CWS 

programme in Haiti, also’-was on its way to the stricken area. In addition, 

250,000 pounds of food was being diverted to Haiti from other CWS programmes. 
HPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX PATRIARCH COMMENTS — 
ON "EQUAL DIALOGUE" PROPOSAL 


(Istanbul) ~ The Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, titular head of the Orth- 
odox Church, recently commented to press representatives about the "dialogue 
on equal terms" between his church and the church -of Rome, which the Orthodox 
churches proposed at the recent conference on the Island of Rhodes, 

(see EPS No. 36) 


"If Rome accepts our proposal.for such a dialogue", the Patriarch said, "it 
would be the first official conversation between these two great branches of 
Christendom since the schism of 1054. The talks would thus be of vast imp- 
ortance"., ‘He said that private contacts between the two churches: in recent 
years had been "of small significance", 


The Patriarch pointed out that even if Rome accepts the "equal dialogue" bet- 
ween the churches, one could not envisage union of doctrine, but only. 'unity! 
in the form of a common Christian front. Doctrinal independence of the 
churches would be preserved. "Qnion means union of doctrines unity the 
practical cooperation of the Christian churches." 


Asked whether he was prepared to meet the Pope, the Patriarch replied: "I 
offered many times to meet Pope John, but got no reply. I should like .to 
meet the new Pope." The actual place of meeting would depend on the 
attitude of the Vatican. "Protocol is not too important", he added. 

EPS, Geneva 
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1965:-NANSEN MEDAL HANDED TO REPRESENTATIVES OF 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF VOLUNTARY AGENCIES (ICVA) 


(Geneva) - At a ceremony held at the Council Chamber of the Palais des Nations, 
Geneva, on October 10, Mr. Felix Schnyder, United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees and Chairman of the Nansen Medal Award Committee, presented the 
1963 Nansen Medal to the International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA), 
represented by Mr. Charles Jordan, its newly elected president, and Mr. Duncan 
Wood, the first president of ICVA, who accepted it on behalf of the 74 vol- 
untary agencies and non-governmental organizations represented on the Council, 
The award was made to honour all the agencies. and their constituencies, as 
well as individual voluntary workers, for their share in the common effort of 
assistance to refugees; and in recognition of the devotion and humanitarian 
spirit displayed by them in the accomplishment of this task, carried out in 

a true spirit of international solidarity. 


Mr. Duncan Wood, speaking on behalf of all members of ICVA, stressed that he 
and his colleagues not only represented well-known public figures and admin- 
istrators but also "those frontline workers who have manned the reception 
centres and provided emergency rations and equipment at times of crisis", the 
case workers, the willing volunteers in towns and villages in many countries 
who have found sponsorships, employment and housing, and have welcomed to their 
hearts and homes the refugees for whom they opened a new life; as well as 

the most anonymous contributors of all - the local fund raisers, 


Concluding Mr. Wood said, "It is time for us to turn to the central figure of 
this meeting, the refugee himself", and "what had been done for him ... The 
highest service we can render to the homeless is to give them this sense of 
belonging, the knowledge that they are surrounded by care, compassion and love, 
Indeed, this is our only reasonable service .., More and more in the years to 
come we are likely to be called upon to supsort the claims of brotherhood in 
continents other than Europe, The processes of political emancipation and 
economic development, now so powerfully at work in ASila,. Atpica, and. Latin 
America, cannot in the nature of things bring joy and happiness to all. Many 
will be torn from their homes, uprooted from ancestral traditions and be left, 
lonely and bewildered, ‘strangers and afraid in a world they never made!,." 
HPS, Geneva 


METROPOLITAN NICODIM GIVEN 
PROMOTION TO LENINGRAD SEE 


(Moscow) = Metropolitan Nicodim, the most widely known. prelate of the Rusian 
Orthodox Church among Western churchmen, has been advanced to a new post that 
places him third in rank below Patriarch Alexei, supreme head of the church. 


At a special session of the Holy Synod here, he was named Metropolitan of 
Leningrad and: Ladoga to succeed Metropolitan Pimen, who had occupied the 
eparchy for the last two years and now becomes Metropolitan of Krutitsky and 
Kolumna. The latter post had been held by Metropolitan Pitirum who died last 
August. ; 


Metropolitan Nicodim's promotion came only two months after the Synod had 
elevated him from the rank of archbishop by making him Metropolitan of Minsk 
and Byelorussia, 


Although the Leningrad eparcly geographically is no larger than that of 
Byelorussia and actually has fewer churches, it has a more eminent status. 
EPS, Geneva 
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INDIAN INDUSTRIAL EVANGELISM 
PLANS AIDED THROUGH INTERNATIONAL TEAM 


(London) - A three-man Industrial Mobile Team has recently begun a six- 

month visit to India. The team has a full programme of visits to over 
twenty Indian industrial centres where it is intended that discussions should 
be held with Christians in the various places as to the meaning of "witness 
and service in the new industrial society". It is hoped that these dis- 
cussions will result in some continuing forms of industrial evangelization 

in the varying situation. 


Members of the team are Mr. M. A. Z. Rolston, secretary for Industrial 
Evangelism and Economic Development of the National Christian Council of 
India; the Rev. Satoshi Hirata of the Group Ministry in Industrial Evangel- 
ism, Osaka, Japan and the Rev. Theodor Jaeckel, chief worker-pastor of the 
Church of Hessen and Nassau, Germany. The team is a result of joint plan- 
ning and financing by the Committee on the Witness of the Laity of the 
H.A.C.C. and of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism, and the 
Department on the Laity of the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


BRETHREN GROUP TOURS USSR, 
CONFERS WITH PATRIARCH ALEXEI 43 
(Zagorsk, Soviet Union) - A group of six Church of the Brethren leaders 

from the US, on a two-week visit to the Soviet Union, received a warm greet- 
ing from thousands of pilgrims gathered at Holy Trinity Monastery here, the 


holiest centre of Russian Orthodoxy. 


The Americans were guests at celebrations marking the feast of St. Sergei 
and attended a service in the monastery church presided over by Patriarch 
Alexei of Moscow, supreme head of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


The visitors also went to Tallin in Estonia and met with Bishop Alexei of 
Tallin and Archbishop Jaan Kiivit, head of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Estonia. 


Their: visit was part of an exchange "people-to-people" programme between 
the Russian and American bodies, and was the first time the Church of the 
Brethren has sent an official delegation to the Russian Church, although 
individual Brethren have visited the USSR as tourists. EPS, Geneva 


CCIA MEMORANDUM DISTRIBUTED 
TO UN ASSEMBLY DELEGATES 


(New York) - The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs has 
distributed to 1100 UN delegates a memorandum on items to come before the 
eighteenth General Assembly of the international body. The CCIA is an 
agency of the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Richard M. Fagley, Dr. Elfan Rees, and Mr. A. Dominique Micheli will 
join with Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director, in the work of observation and 
consultation on behalf of the CCIA at the current UN session. The 55-page 
memorandum gives the basis for CCIA positionson such items as disarmament, 
peaceful uses of outer space, apartheid, refugee work, economic development 
of under-developed countries, and the draft declaration for elimination of 
racial discrimination and of religious intolerance. 


—s. 


No. 38 - 18th October, 1963 5 


The documents quote World Council Assemblies and Central Committee meetings 
and CCIA Executive Committee actions on specific agenda items to come before 
the UN. On disarmament it gives the statement on the test-ban treaty and 
next steps adopted by the Central Committee in its 1963 meeting at Rochester 
(see EPS Supplement, 20th September) which supports the limited test-ban 
agreement. It also refers to the statement condemning racial segregation 
adopted at Rochester. 


The memorandum is designed to guide CCIA representation at the General 
Assembly and is sent to the delegates and selected churchmen around the world 
for information, EPS, Geneva 


WORLD YwWCa COUNCIL 
MEETS IN NYBORG 


(Nyborg, Denmark) - On October 10, the World YWCA Council Meeting concluded 
a twelve-day meeting with resolutions and special reports giving direction 
to the movement for the next four years. 


The dominating theme of the meeting was "Reconciliation", in the fields of 
politics, race, and religion. 


Support was given to the achievements and efforts of the United Nations, 
and the YWCA expressed concern for some of the problems facing the UN such 
as "the lack of universality of membership" and "inadequate financial 
support", 


The Council also urged the 57 national associations participating in the 
meeting to help support the United Nations! Development Decade. 


The Council reviewed its Peace Statement of 1955 and brought up-to-date the 
paragraph urging the development of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 


A new development in the World YWCA programme was a special emphasis on work 
with women students and on international voluntary service which would 
provide a plan whereby YWCA volunteers can give service abroad, 


In her report to the Council, Miss Elizabeth Palmer, general secretary of 

the World YWCA, said "In the Christian struggle we as a Christian movement 

can see our human limitations, but we must never say '!this is not our con- 
cennt)'., She continued: "There is an ecumenical drawing together today, 

but we must also think of our relationships as Christians with non-Christians." 


To meet the many new demands on the World Association, the meeting 

voted to increase its budget for the next four years, and the represent— 
atives of national associations who were present pledged continued and 
increased support. 


Dtiring the meetings, five new YWCAs were affiliated to the world 
movement: Antigua, Central Africa, Ethiopia,. Fiji and Tanganyika. 


The Council elected a new president, Dr. Una Porter, 0O.B.E., psychiatrist, 

of Melbourne, Australia, a former vice-president of the World YWCA. 

Serving with her will be five vice-presidents, Mrs. A. F. Barros, general 
secretary of the YWCA of Brazil; Miss Nita Barrow, Public Health official 

and vice-president of the YWCA of Jamaica; Mrs. His Dirkes-Bresters, National 
Advisory Board member of the YWCA of the Netherlands; Mrs. Phoebe Shukri, 
national general secretary of the YWCA of Egypt, and Mrs. Margaret Ryrie 
Smith, past president of the YWCA of Canada. The treasurer, Mme. Hd. Pictet, 
of Switzerland, was re-elected, UPS, Geneva 
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ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS SPUAKS 
ON CHRISTIAN UNITY 


(Little Rock, Ark. US) - Unity among Christian churches must be sought through 
the art of thinking and praying together, not through negotiations, Arch- 
bishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South 
America said here. 


Archbishop lakovos, first Greek Orthodox archbishop to visit Little Rock in 
25 years, took part in a ceremony marking the 50th anniversary of Annunciation 
Parish. 


One of six presidents of the World Council of Churches, he described unity of 
Christian churches as a "manifestation of the will of Cod", 


He said that for years churches had pursued their own ends, but "now it is 
time that they pursue the meaning of being Christians." 


Archbishop lakovos said that although church leaders are meeting and studying 
their differences and similarities, unity is not to be negotiated. 


"Separation and isolation never served any purpose," he continued. "We have 
been like small children, fighting and calling names; it has taken us 19 
centuries to mature", 


The archbishop said that the search for unity among Christian churches, known 
as the ecumenical movement, has captured the imagination of Christians and is 
Sweeping the world. He did not foresee the establishment of a single world-— 
wide Christian Church as the conclusion of the movement. 


"The real meaning of unity is oneness in goals and aims, not uniformity" he 
said. "Rituals, manners, music and customs are likely to remain. But 
unity is not: jeopardized whenunder these superficial diversities.there is one 
faith and one God. 


"The movement has reached the laity of many churches and is not remaining the 
concern of the leaders elone. I have found great enthusiasm for it among 
the communicants of my own church." HPS, Geneva 


NEW WCC STAFE 
APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCED 


(Geneva) ~ The Rev. Dr. Roland W. Scott has been appointed to serve as assis-= 
tant general secretary of the World Council of Churches starting on January 1, 
1964. This post has been occupied by the Rev. Norman Goodall who is to 
retire at the end of 1963. 


Dr. Roland Scott, a minister of the Methodist Church in the USA, has been sec- 
retary of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism of the WCC since 1962, 
based in Geneva. Previously he served as a missionary in India, 1940 - 1955, 
and as a secretary of the Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council 
of Churches in the USA until 1958. From 1958 to 1962 he was one of the sec- 
retaries of the Methodist Board of Mission with. responsibility for Southern 
Asia. 


The appointment of Dr. Scott will, for the time being, include responsibility 
for relations with national councils of churches. 
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it has also been announced that the Rev. Victor 2. W. Hayward, a minister of 
the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, has been invited to serve as 
acting director of the Division of Studies of the WCC after the departure of 
Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer in the middle of November, until a successor to 


Dr. Bilheimer has been appointed. Mr. Hayward, who is director of the 
Department on Missionary Studies in the Division of Studies, will take up 
residence in Geneva at the earliest possible dete. BPS, Geneva 


DUTCH MISSIONARY ORGANIZATIONS SUGGEST 
COUNCIL ON GOVERNIZANT FUNDS FOR DEVELOPMINT AID 


(The Hague) - The two Dutch missionary orgunizations, Mission (Roman Catholic) 
and Netherlands Missionary Council (Protestant) have sent a joint open letter 
to the Prime Minister of the Netherlands, in which they suggest the formation 
of a "National Council for Development Aid", to advise on the use of govern- 
ment funds for aid to developing countries. Membership of the Council 

Should include Government representatives, experts in the various fields and 
representatives of the two organizations signatories to the letter. They 
claim membership on the grounds of "the long and continued experience of the 
Mission and the Missionary Council in their contacts with the countries con- 
cerned", 


The letter makes quite clear that the evangelistic activities of the signat- 
ory bodies "must not in the present circumstances be considered for a sub- 
sidy from a government outside a developing area". 


It is underlined that requests for assistance with development work under 

the auspices of the two organizations would normally originate in the churches 
in the developing countries themselves, and not in the Netherlands. Only 
expenses for capital goods should be considered for subsidy. At the same 
time the initiating church or church organization must be able to demonstrate 
that exploitation and the provision of personnel are assured. 


The letterpetitions the Dutch government to increase the amount allocated for 
development aid in general and for that channelled through private organ- 
izations... ; ' EPS, Geneva 


- ~ 


U.K. CHURCHiS PREPAR: FOR FIRST 
BRITISH FAITH AND-ORDER CONFERENCE - 


(London) - The first British Faith and Order Conference, to be held in 
Nottingham, September 12 - 19, 1964, is being organised by the Faith and- 
Order Department of the British Council of Churches. In addition to.the 
preparatory conference recently held in Scotland (see EPS No. 36) others 
have taken place in Wales, Ireland and South-East England. A further 
nine such meetings have been planned. | EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICANS ENDORSE PROPOSALS FOR — 
WOMEN LAY A2sADERS 


(York, England) ~ Revision of three canons to enable women to obtain full 
status as lay readers in the Church of England was approved here by the 
Gonvoca tion «oli York, 


A similar proposal was passed after extensive debate by the Convocation of 
Canterbury. 


Offering the motion at the Convocation .of York, Bishop Greer said that per- 
mitting women to serve as lay readers would further the witness of the Church 
in the contemporary world. 


He said there were theological as well as practical reasons for the move, 
which would give women a sense of equality in the Church. 


Present Anglican canons permit only licensed men readers to undertake such 
_pastoral and educational work and give such assistance to any minister as 
the bishop may direct. . 


Lay readers may conduct or assist in conducting services, but cannot admin- 
ister the sacraments. They may preach, read part of the communion service, 
‘teach Sunday school and the catechism, publish marriage banns and visit the 
Sick. 


In 1961 the Protestant Episcopal Church in the US, part of the worldwide 
Anglican communion, gave women the right to serve as lay readers. 


Opposition to the motion was light at the Convocation of York, in contrast 
to the heated debate at Canterbury. BPS, Geneva 


MISSION WORKERS IN 
ANDES CONSULT 


(Huampani, Lima, Peru) - An interdenominational Consultation on Evangelical 
Work among the Indians of the High Andes was held recently at Huampani, 

near. Lima, Peru. The purpose of the Consultation was to study the progress; 
present condition and future of the Evangelical churches in the Andean zone 
in South America. Fortyefour participants representing fourteen churches 
and missions of Bolivia, Peru and Ecuador were present. 


In view of the difficulties in understanding the ethnological and anthros' 
pological factors of the Andean Indians the Consultation sent out a call 
for a full-time missionary anthropologist to work in the Andean region. ~ 


A permanent committee on Communication and Interchange among the groups 
represented was set up. 


The Gonsultation was organized by the Central Conference Council of Missions 
of the Methodist Church with the aid of the Committee. on Cooperation in 
Latin America and related mission bodies. EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH PROTESTANT FEDERATION 
OFFERS GUIDANCE IN ECUMENICAL DIALOGUB 


(Paris) - The Council of the French Protestant Federation has recently pub- 
lished some "Recommendations and practical advice regarding the dialogue 
with Roman Catholicism', 


This pamphlet opens with a short letter to the churches, which outlines con- 
ditions for a real and fruitful ecumenicel dialogue, Its signatories are 
the president of the French Protestant Federation, iM. Charles Westphal, 

and the presidents of the four Reformed and Lutheran Churches in France, 
which are members of the World Council of Churches. 


"The announcement, the preparation, and then the form itself of the first 
session of the 2nd Vatican Council have caused a noticeable change of climate 
in the relations between the Roman Catholic Church and the other Christian 
churches ... Confronted by this largely new situation, it seems necessary 
that we should define the position of our churches. 


"We are aware that a considerable number of French Protestants, as they 

watch the growth of the ecumenical dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church, 
feel an uneasiness which is often profound. With their disbelief in the 
possibility of renewal of Catholicisn, they are afraid that the present 
development will induce those members of our churches who accept or support 
it,. to abandon’ the inheritance of the Reformation and betray their own calling. 


"Is it not the concern of the churches which derive from the Reformation to 
be watchful for every sign of renewal appearing in Christian communities, 
and to see them as an echo of their own cry, an answer to their own prayer ? 
--- How can we not be grateful for them, and not respond by placing our- 
selves ready and open for dialogue ? 


"It is true, however, that ecumenisn, particularly when it is a matter of 
the dialogue with Roman Catholicism, constitutes a delicate and difficult 


undertaking, in which it is advisable +o proceed with prudence. The real 
difference about questions of faith which exist between ourselves and Rome 
are still peculiarly deep-rooted and serious. Lt is not for us to create 


unity ... It can only be given to us by the Lord." 


In conclusion, the letter suggests that those who wish to embark on this 
road should be watchful about "their personal development in the communion 
of their own church", The Protestant will have to possess or acquire a 
biblical and theological knowledge; prepare himself to listen to the other 
Side, "plumb the spiritual resources and beliefs of his church by seeking 

a truth backed up by charity", and finally "follow the dialogue in the 
communion of the church to which he belongs, with the help of its pastors 
and theologians." 


The rest of this brochure is given. over.to practical suggestions regarding 
the dialogue with Roman Catholicism which are listed by Pastor Hébert Roux, 
who is in charge of the Commission on relations with Catholicisn, (formed 
in 1963 by the French Protestant Federation) and observer at the Vatican 
Council. Pastor Roux explains hows 


a) national teams may be organised which will be responsible to the Com- 
mission on the way the dialogue is engaged; 


b) spiritual and doctrinal preparation may be given at the teaching level 
(in catechism and preaching) also for the purpose of devotional ins- 
truction (personal behaviour in human relations and forms of prayer for 
unity) and for spiritual insight. This preparation devolves first of 
all on the pastors and councils of presbyters, with the assistance of 
the regional teams. 
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c) to establish contacts between Protestant pastors and Catholic priests; 


d) to organise meetings between Protestant and Catholic laymen, 
"experience has shown what interest there can be in basing these con- 
tacts on the soundest footing - namely the common search into what 
the Holy Scriptures have to say today to Christians, to the Church 
and to the World": 


e) to arrange joint demonstrations of witness, meetings, dramatic even- 
ings, film shows, biblical or ecumenical exhibitions, "Care must be 
taken to avoid the risk of misunderstandings by making clear the extent 
and limits to which Protestants and Catholics can faithfully act or 
speak together in loyalty to their beliefs and the teaching of their 
church's ' 


f) finally M. Roux gives advice on how to retain the specific character 
and true intention of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS EXPRESSES VIEWS 
OF AMBRICAN ORTHODOXY ON COUNCIL 


(New York) ~ Archbishop Iakovos, the supreme head of the Greek Orthodox 
archdioceses in North and South America, during a lecture in Minneapolis, 
declared that it was "with unqualified satisfaction" that he strongly sup- 
ported certain developments within the Roman Catholic Church, and welcomed 
the 2nd Vatican Council as a real revelation for the non-Catholic world. 

The Archbishop, who was speaking in Minneapolis about the attitude of 
American Orthodoxy towards the Council, expressed the Opinion that in spirit 
the. Council was "more ecumenical than anything we could have expected", : 


Relations between the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches, the Archbishop 
stressed, had recently undergone an unexpectedly fast and favourable < 
change. The Roman Catholic Church had given numerous indications of its 
Spiritual freedom, it demonstrated this in an ecumenical way of thinking, 
its priests had for the most part adapted themselves to the times, they were 
courteous and democratic and worthy of Christ in their whole attitude. The 
Archbishop supported these changes unreservedly. 


At the same time Archbishop Iakovos put a question which "troubled"him3 
whether the present favourable climaté could also be maintained or even 
improved in the future. Was the love and mutual understanding which the 
two confessions now offered one another the result of an unexpected dis- 
covery, or did it spring from a momentary excitement and inspiration ? 


‘The Archbishop answered his own question by Saying he was of the opinion that 


this new relationship, on the basis of a profound self-knowledge and genuine 
self-examination, would endure. If the 2nd Vatican Council provided this 
only - a light for reconciliation even if not for union between the Catholic 
and Orthodox churches, it would surpass all other Councils of the Roman 
Catholic Church in historical and constructive value. EPS, Geneva 
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THE MELCHITE PATRIARCH COMmNTS 
ON PAPAL PRIMACY 


(Rome ) - It is not the teaching of the primacy of the Pope as such, but in 
the "exaggerated interpretation of this primacy in teaching and practice" 
that is the main obstacle in the way of Christian reunion". This is the 
Opinion of the Melchite patriarch of Antioch, Alexandria, and Jerusalen, 
Maximos IV Saigh. 


As the 85-year- old dignitary explained in an interview in Rome, the doctrine 
of infallibility promulgated by the first Vatican Council was exposed to 


numerous false interpretations because of its one-sided definition. The 
task of the second Council must therefore be to clarify and enlarge on this 
dogma. Freed from previous exaggerations the primacy of Rome could become 


the most powerful force in the search for and maintenance of Christian unLty. 


Patriarch Maximos stressed that the head of the Church was Christ alone. 

The Pope was the head of the college of bishops in the way that Peter was the 
head of the apostles. "Since the follower cannot have more power than the 
one he follows, it is not correct to speak of the Roman Catholic pope as the 
head of the Uhurch." ’ ahh 


Ther 2uthnority of the college of bishops over the whole Church, the Patriarch 


want on to say, did not invalidate the primacy by any means. The bishops 
were, however, rulers in their own dioceses, as had clearly come about in 
the development of the Eastern Church from apostolic times. The Lastern 


Church had a sacramental, liturgical, theological and disciplinary life 
"into which the Holy See rarely intruded", The primal authority of the 
Pope was "an office, a service, a deaconry, a pastorate", as Pope Paul IV 
himself had defined it. UPS, Geneva 


FURTHER PRESS COMMENT 
ON THE COUNCIL 


(Paris) - Réforme says that in the course of recent discussions in the 
Plenary sessions of the Vatican Council "there was outstanding conoern that 
the church should be dynamic in its quest for sanctification - clearly the 
church of the poor - but there were many who considered that statements 
made in the schema 'De Ecclesia! about non-Catholics were frankly bad. In 
order to be a member of the Christian Ghurch is it necessary to submit to 
the Roman hierarchy or not ? One has in mind individual non-Catholics, 
but what about the churches too ? They have the same baptism, the same 
faith, the same Lord, so how is one to define their members ? Are they 
brothers, are they members of the Christian Church, or are they not ? 


It is both honest and significant to make it clear that, on the average, 
one intervention out of every ten, the representative of Réforme underlines, 
"was hostile to the renewal of the Roman Catholic Church. Of course, the 
Spirit which has become evident here will make itself felt only very slowly 
amongst the general mass of people; it is quite sure that the minority will 
Submit, but ... we can conclude that the minority, for the first time in 
Catholic history since the Reformation, is not what might have been expected", 
EPS, Geneva 
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BKD DELEGATION VISITS MOSCOW FOR 
THEOLOGICAL DISCUSSIONS 
(Frankfurt) - A Six-man delegation from the Evangelicel Church. in Germany, 


(EKD) will leave for Moscow on October 19 for talks with representatives of 
the Russian Orthodox Church. 


The ten-day conference, at the invitation of the Moscow Patriarchate, is to 
be devoted to the theme of "The Operation of the Holy Spirit in Worship 
and the Sacraments". This .is the continuation of a Protestant - Orthodox 
discussion instigated by the Foreign Office of -the EKD, which took place in 
October 1957 in Arnoldshain with four Russian theologians, on the subject of 
"Tradition and Justification by Faith", EPS, Geneva 


BACC MESSAGE CONCERNING 
THE SITUATION IN SOUTH-VIETNAM 


(Colombo) - The A.F.P. reports that the executive committee of ‘the Bast Asia 
Christian Conference, meeting in Jaffna in North Ceylon, has expressed its. 
regrets concerning the tragic situation in South-Vietnam ,where restrictions have 
been imposed by the present government on the religious liberty of the 
Buddhist community. 


In a message to the members of the EACC the executive committee declares: 

mie ask all Christians in that country to bé active agents of reconciliation", 
and echoes the hope of Pope Paul VI that everyone would strive for the res- 
toration of brotherly concord. 


The National Christian Councils of. Ceylon, India, Pakistan, Burma, South 
Korea, the Philippines, Indonesia, New Zealand and Australia were represented 
at this meeting. EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP URGES 
RECOGNITION OF NON-ROMAN CHURCHES 


(Rome ) <The fact that God also makes use of those churches separated from 
Rome, in order to dispense the benefits of His salvation, should be publicly 
recognised by the Roman Catholic Church. This was stressed by Archbishop 
Baudoux of St. Boniface (Canada) in an interview in Rome. 


The contacts between the confessions, the Catholic dignitary went on to say, 


had been unsatisfactory up to the present, in that they were generally . 
encouraged by Rome only with individual Christians from the separated church 


groups. The Catholic Church certainly upheld its claim to be the true . 

church, but there were other Christian congregations besides itself which 

administered baptism and other sacraments. EPS, Geneva 
IN BRIEF 


Four Bible schools of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church are to be combined into 
a@ Single Bible college. Instruction at Gondar will be given in Amharic, the 
official tongue of Ethiopia, instead of Ge'tez, the archaic ecclesiastical 
language. 
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The creation of a new institute to study and advance cooperation between 
clergy and doctors is proposed in a report entitled: 'Clergy-Doctor 
Cooperation!, It was drawn up at the Archbishop of Canterbury's request 
by a small working party, on which members of the medical profession out- 
numbered clergymen. "However ill-informed the clergy may be about the life 
and attitude of doctors, more especially on the psychological side of their 
work, doctors in their professional Capacity are even less informed about 
the clergy", says the report. 


x % ¥ 


President Kennedy has proclaimed Wednesday, October 16, as the National Day 
of Prayer. tn his proclamation he urged every American to previ lorve cian 
measure of dignity, freedom and brotherhood for all citizens". 


55) zak ras 


some 40 Protestant ministers and theologians from the major denominations in 
India have formed the Society for Biblical Studies. Patterned after sim- 
ilar organizations in Hurope and North America, the society will promote 
research and exchange of views on Biblical questions. It will be open for 
membership to persons holding a degree or diploma from a recognized theo- 
fogical institution. 


ea ae 


ine hey. Guide Tornguist of, Bogota, Colombia, was named acting director of 
the Lutheran World Federation!s Committee on Latin America by the LWF 
BHxecutive Committee in Geneva. Effective November 1. he will succeed 

Dr. Stewart W. Herman of New York, president-elect of the new Lutheran School 
of Theology, Chicago. Mr. Tornguist, a native of Brazil, has. been for the 
last three years the Latin American Committee's field representative with 
Special responsibility in the Caribbean area. in his. new post, he ‘will 
maintain his headquarters in Bogota. 


ee gh fos 


The Anglican Convocations of Canterbury and York have agreed to the estab- 
lishment of full communion between the Church of England and the Philippine 
Independent Church, the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church and the Lusitanian 
Church an Portugal. 


x * xX 


The Methodist Church's Division of National Missions has suggested at a 
meeting of its Executive Committee that the denomination initiate talks 
looking towardspossible merger with three predominantly Negro Methodist 
bodies. These are the African Methodist Episcopal Church, African Meth- 
odist Episcopal Zion Church and Christian Methodist Episcopal Church. 


sali irayhl werae 


As from October, 196%, the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday 
School Association (WCCESSA), will have an office in Geneva. It will be 
staffed by the Rev. H. A. Hamilton, a minister of the Congregational Union 
of England and Wales, and the Rev. Donald 0. Newby, an American from the 
Disciples of Christ. 5 


TAP Bae le ea 
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Mgr. P. J. Jans, president of the Old Catholic Seminary in Amersfoort, 
Holland, has announced his resignation, His “Successor is to ‘be Prot. Dy abe 
* % * 


More than 160 executives of the Evangelical Foreign Missions and the Inter- 
denominational Foreign Missions Associations agreed at a DECu.t \Meetine ite 
cooperate in establishing mission schools overseas and in publishing a world 
missions journal. It was the first time the two conservative Protestant 
missionary groups. had come together for a joint conference. The two organ- 
izations, of about equal size, represent 14,000 missionaries in 110 countries, 
reportedly more than half of all the North American missionaries in the 

world. 


ki aie ee 


The Ecumenical Centre of Ligugé (France) is intended to make particular pro- 
vision for meetings between Christians of different churches. Meetings will 
be held there with, as Dom Georges Lefebvre its founder‘’has said, "the 
fullest loyalty and without the least evasion, which will allow Christian 
brethren to discern, through the spiritual attitudes of others, the faith 
which inspires them, to achieve a true concept of this and so remove many 
doubts and misunderstandings", 


SAA TR 


Bishop Stephen Bayne, the Executive Officer of the Anglican Communion, is to 
resign his post at the end of next year. He will then become director of 
the Overseas Department of his own church - the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of America. Bishop Bayne who is 55, was appointed to his present post after 
the Lambeth Conference of 1958, 


Damani tok 


Starting in October, subscribers on the Zurich telephone network will be able 
to dial a number which provides a short meditation on a text from St. Mark!s 
gospel, prepared by Protestant and Roman Catholic clergy. 

Ds By ee une eat Lik Gets bo 
In the first allotment of its kind, the Norwegian state has distributed three 
million crowns (nearly $215,000) of its 1963 foreign aid funds through mission 
societies and other:voluntary charitable agencies for a series of projects 
in Asia and Africa, Originally, the Norwegian government had recommended 
to the Storting (parliament) that one million crowns of foreign aid funds be 
distributed this year through the church-related and similar agencies.: 
However, voluntary organizations submitted project proposals totalling 40 
million crowns, and a varliamentary committee raised the allotment to three 
million, The two million difference was taken from Norway's contribution 
to the United Nations for assistance to underdeveloped countries. 


xtra FA meas 


Pope Paul IV received Dr. Martin Niemdller, in a private audience last 
‘Friday. Immediately beforehand, Dr. Niemdller had taken part in the 46th 
General Assembly of the Council, as guest of the Vatican Secretariat for Pro- 
moting Christian Unity... Dr. Nieméller is one of the presidents of the 
World Council of Churches, EPS, Geneva 
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POPE PAUL RECEIVES OBSERVERS 
ATTENDING VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome ) - Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican observers attending the current. 
session of the Second Vatican Council were received by Pope Pauli VI .in his 
private library, and exchanged with him assurances of dedication to the diff- 
icult task of Christian unity. 


Observers noted that while Pope John XXIII had received the observers at the 
beginning of the first session of the Council, none of them had been invited 
to speak, and that this audience was an innovation by Pope Paul VI. 


Speaking for the 66 observers, Prof. K. E. Skydsgaard of the University of . 
Copenhagen said they were "relieved" to see that the Pope does not hold to 

"a naively optimistic or superficial ecumenism which appears to think that the 
visible union of Christians can be quickly achieved". 


Dr. Skydsgaard, a representative of the Lutheran World Federation, told the 
Pontiff that his words at the opening ceremony of the Council's second 
session on September 29 "clearly testify" to a "sober and realistic" view of 
the matter of Christian unity. 


"As Your Holiness said, there are grave and complicated problems to be studied 
and resolved, and their solution presupposes conditions which at present do 
not exist", the Danish theologian stated. 
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Nevertheless, he said, "we rejoice wholeheartedly at the new ecumenical spirit 
which is becoming manifest in this Council. We find ourselves meeting 
together at the beginning of a road whose end God alone knows. 


"It is for us to walk together in hope because we believe that the crucified 
and risen Christ is with us on the way." 


The Pope who had at his request received a copy of Prof. Skydsgaard's speech 
in advance of the audience, spoke directly to several of its points. 


Assuring the observers of his personal dedication to the cause of Christian 
unity, the Pope said that "the best method for us is not to look to the past, 
but to the present, and, above all, to the future", 7! : 


"Others can and must devote themselves to past history," he said, "but we 
prefer to fix attention not on what has been, but what should be." 


The Pope did not understate the difficulties confronting Christian unity on 
the doctrinal plane, but he urged that both sides "apply the ects yun oF 
forgiveness in. order to cure.wounds not completely healed". 43 


Speaking of forgiveness, he stressed that "our Spirits need such. tranquillity 
ak: friendly Telations and quiet conversations are to be established". 


He assured. the observers: that "good faith, sincerity of feeling, and charity" 
would be. offered by the Roman Catholic: Church to other churches. 


"To come’ together, to meet each other and to greet each other, to know each 
other and to discuss with each other ... what is more simple, more natural, 
more human,'"t the Pope said. aye : ; 


Writing of the’ audience in Le Monde, the Paris Roman Catholic daily, M. Henri 
Fesquet noted that "the Pope had asked that the text of the_address of the 
spokesman for the observers be communicated to him a few days in advance in 
order to enter with him into a dialogue in the precise sense of the term ..." 
M. Fesquet also underlined that at the end of the sihipoewen tyes the Pope invited 
the observers to repeat with him the Lord's Prayer. 


The article commented in conclusion that "the romantic period of ecumenism 
is ended. The euphoria of the first hours which came from the abandonment 
of polemics and from the substitution of relations of friendship and mutual — 


esteem for centuries of suspicion and calumny, is fading away. That is a 
good sign. What is lost. in enthusiasm. is gained in lucidity. We are now 
faced with the. real problems." | BPS, Geneva 


(See Appendix II for full text of Prof. Skydsgaard's speech) 


BASUTOLAND ROMAN CATHOLICS, PROTESTANTS 
HOLD INTER-CHURCH DISCUSSIONS 


(Roma, Basutoland) - A sewies oe inter-church discussions has begun in Basuto- 
land, Fides, the international Roman Catholic news agency reports. 


The first encounter was a plenary meeting of representatives of the Roman Cath- 
olic, Anglican and Methodist Churches, and Paris.Evangelical Society. At 
this meeting the procedure for future meetings was agreed upon. 


Since then a joint conference sponsored by the Christian Student Movementand Rx 
Romene-the Roman Catholic Students! International Movement = was held at Pius 
XII College, Roma, on October 5th. On November 9th, another conference will 
be held at the Paris Evangelical Mission Headquarters. The discussion topic 
will be "Ecumenism", In February, 1964, a conference has been planned on 
"Christology". EPS, Geneva 
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CATHOLIC, LUTHERAN THEOLOGIANS 
HOLD DISCUSSIONS IN COLOMBIA 


(Bogota, Colombia) - Roman Catholic theologians met here on October 24 with 
Lutheran churchmen from nine Latin American countries to discuss the place 
of the Word of God in the Christian faith. 


The encounter took place during a four-day conference of Caribbean-area 
pastors sponsored by the Lutheran World Federation!s Committee on Latin 
America. About a dozen Catholic priests, including Jesuits and Dominicans, 
responded to the organizers! invitation to hear and discuss, on the third 
day, a Lutheran address on "The Word of God as Law and Gospel". 


This was followed with attendance of conference participants at an address 
on "Scripture and Tradition: Interaction and Interdependence" at the 
Xavierian University by a Jesuit priest. 


The invitation to the Roman Catholics was made through Monsignor Alfredo 
Morin, a Canadian who is rector of Bogota's Major Seminary. Although it 
was stressed that the resulting dialogue was unofficial, Msgr. Morin said 
that the head of the Colombian hierarchy, Luis Cardinal Concha Cordoba, had 
consented to it. 


Also present by invitation were a number of Colombian Presbyterian churchmen. 


The Lutheran lecture was given by the Rev. Robert T. Hoeferkamp, missionary 
professor of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod at the Lutheran Seminary in 
Mexico City. The Roman Catholic presentation was made by the Rev. Carlos 
Bravo, professor of dean scripture in the Jesuit university's theological 
faculty. EPS, Geneva 


INTERRACIAL GROUP SENTENCED FOR TRYING 
TO ATTEND WORSHIP AT MISSISSIPPI CHURCH 


(Jackson, Miss.) - Three young women ~ two Negro and one white - were arrested 
and convicted here on charges of trespassing and disturbing public worship 
after they tried to attend a World-wide Communion Sunday service in a local 
Methodist church. 


Fines of $1,000 and one-year jail terms were imposed on each of the girls, who 
are students at nearby Tougaloo Southern Christian College. At present they 
are free on $1,000 appeal bonds provided by two national agencies of the 
Methodist Church. 


Their attorneys have filed a suit in US District Court here to prevent 
officials of the State of Mississippi from arresting, jailing, or ee 
Negroes who try to worship in white churches. 


The attorneys have asked the District Court to enjoin further prosecution of 
the girls, to declare the state's "interference with divine worship" statute 
unconstitutional, and to enjoin Jackson law enforcement officials from making 
any further arrests of persons peacefully seeking to enter places of public 
worship. 


Meanwhile, Methodist Bishop Charles W. Brashares of Chicago condemned the 
young women's arrest and conviction as a "tragedy which belittles American 
democracy and Christian witness around the world", He said the racial 
"exclusiveness" of the Methodist church involved was "totally contrary to 
Methodist discipline and laws", 
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The three girls made up one of several interracial groups that attempted to 
attend services at white churches here on World-wide Communion Sunday. The 
others were not arrested, although they were said to have been turned away 
in all ‘of their attempts except at a Roman Catholic church, 


It was reported that they were not permitted to enter a Presbyterian, a 
Christian (Disciples of Christ), and two Lutheran churches. EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH FORM UNOFFICIAL GROUP 
TO PROMOTE ANGLICAN-METHODIST UNITY 


(London) - An unofficial movement has been organized to "support and stimu- 
late every action" in the direction of unity between the Church of England 
and the Methodist Church of the United Kingdom. 


Called "Towards Anglican-Methodist Unity", the movement has issued a mani- 
festo signed by eighty prominent clergymen and laymen. of both ; 
Its joint chairmen are the Very Rev. Robin Woods; Anglican Dean of Windanas 


and the Rev. A. Kingsley Lloyd, secretary of the Finance Board of the 
Methodist Church. 


-In its manifesto, the organization asserted that "indifference and misunder- 
standing" are the "greatest obstacles to visible unity" between the two 
churches, 


It announced that it would seek to foster an increased understanding of the 
issues involved in Anglican-Methodist union deliberations, promote "informed 
and devout prayer" for the unity of the two churches, and stimulate the 
development of a countrywide network of local Anglican-Methodist groups. 
EPS, Geneva 


JAPANESE CLERGY OPPOSE PORT 
CALL BY U.S. ATOMIC SUB 


(Tokyo): - Some 1,000 Japanese clergymen have sent an appeal to President 
Kennedy urging the United States to give up plans to have ports of call in 
this country for American atomic-powered submarines. 


They have also asked that the stationing of F-105-D fighter-bomber planes 
at US Air Force bases in Japan, already begun, be reversed. 


"Those planes, as well as the submarines, are equipped with such weapons as 
are capable of attaching nuclear heads if necessary", said the appeal of 
the Committee of One Thousand Ministers for Peace. "Stationing such | 


weapons in Japan means nothing but arming Japan with nuclear arms and making 
it a stronghold for US nuclear attack." 


The committee said that "considering that most ministers in Japan are opposed 
to a call of the American atomic submarines to Japanese ports", they wished 
to inform the world, especially the churches, of their opposition. 

EPS, Geneva 
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COVENTRY CROSS AT 
N.Y. WORLD'S FAIR 


(New York) - The famed Charred Cross of the Cathedral Church of St. Michael, 
in Coventry, England, will be displayed in the Music Garden of the Protest- 
and and Orthodox Centre at the New York World's Fair by the US Conference 
for the World Council of Churches. The Centre is sponsored by the Pro- 
testant Council of the City of New York. 


The US Conference, an organization of the World Council's thirty churches in 
this country, is sponsoring the exhibit "to symbolize the over-arching unity 
of the churches and to emphasize the basic doctrine of resurrection and re- 
CoOnGilLieataon'), 


The new Cathedral Church of St. Michael was consecrated in May 1962. De- 
signed by Sir Basil Spence, it has attracted hundreds of thousands of 
visitors. It stands beside the ruins of a 500-year-old tower and spire 
and the outer walls of the cathedral destroyed by fire bombs in 1940. 


When approached by the US Conference for a contemporary art work to display 
as an ecumenical symbol at the Fair, Coventry officials offered "their most 
precious possession, the Charred Cross. 


"The City and Cathedral of Coventry became the symbol not only of man's 
determination to bring good out of evil, but it also became the symbol of 
the pewer of God to over-rule disaster", the Bishop of Coventry said. 


A facsimile of the Cross will be made for exhibit at Coventry during the two 
years of ‘the New York World's Fair. EB, Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND CHURCH BODIES 
PRESS FOR STATE SCHOOL AID 


(Wellington) - New Zealand's church-related schools have called for a state 
system of grants to parents of students in "independent" schools. 


Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Presbyterian officials presented the case for 
aid to church schools in conferences with Prime Minister Keith J. Holyoake 
and Arnold H. Nordmeyer, leader of the opposition Labour Party. 


A major theme of their presentation was that grants should. equel the cost 
per pupil in state schools of teaching those "secular subjects" that, under 
the law, must be taught to all children. 


It was proposed that parents of church-related school pupils receive payments 
at the following rates: $100 per year for each child in primary-elementary 
schools and $175 per year for each child in secondary (high) schools. 


Spokesmen.for the three groups said the request was prompted by steadily 
mounting costs of administration. Steep increases in the state teachers! 
salary schedule have brought on higher pay for lay teachers in church _ 
schools and, consequently, higher tuition fees. . EPS, Geneva 
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TRANSOCEANIC TV 
LINKS CHURCHMEN 


(London) - In the first face-to-face televised discussion across the 
Atlantic Ocean, two Protestant and two Roman Catholic leaders analysed the 
ecumenical movement and agreed that while the reunion of Christendom is not 
immediately foreseeable, the movement for unity seems destined to expand. 


The historic 55-minute international telecast brought face to face, via the 
communication satellite Telstar II, two Protestant and two Roman Catholic 
leaders. 


Participants were Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran Church 
in America and chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, who spoke from Princeton Theological Seminary; Bishop Lesslie 
Newbigin, associate general secretary of the WCC, from London; Laurian 
Cardinal Rugambwa, Bishop of Bukoba, Tanganyika, and Father Hans Kting, dean 
of the theological faculty at the University of Ttibingen, West Germany, 
both in Rome. . ‘Ke 


The programme was produced jointly by the Columbia Broadcasting System and 
British Broadcasting Corporation. In New York guiding the programme was 
CBS News Correspondent Hric Sevareid. 


National TV networks on both sides of the Atlantic carried the programme to 
millions of viewers, first in live form and later by videotape. By the 
Telstar arrangement, each of the four participating churchmen was able to 
question. the others, and members of studio audiences in all three cities 
could ask questions of the clergymen. 


Technically, the intercontinental telecast was visually excellent but 
marred by audio problems. At several points, participants in London, 
Princeton and New York - and television viewers in North America and much 
of: Europe - could not hear Father King and Cardinal Rugambwa. 


Prospects for a "unity of spirit" among Protestants and Catholics are 
excellent, even though there is small chance of a "unity of organization" 
in the near future, Dr. Fry commented. 


Citing Pope Paul VI's recognition of a "deep cleavage" in the. path toward 
reunion, the Lutheran leader pointed out that Protestants and Catholics 
are agreed that "we simply can't abandon our integrity for the sake of an 
artificial unity". 


At the same time, he said, advances in biblical scholarship and a mutual 
desire to. know and understand each other are making possible much greater 
degrees of "goodwill ... and, I hope, cooperation" between the confessions. 


Father Kiing said the Catholic Church is "in a decisive time in her history" 
and in addition to being concerned with Christian reunion, must be vitally 
concerned with inner renewal and reform. ; 


The theologian, a consultant to the Second Vatican Council, called particu- 
lar attention to the statement by Pope Paul VI, in opening the second 
session of the conclave, which stressed "the importance of Christ in the 
Church. 


"J think that is the most important thing the Pope said in his opening 
address", he said. "He gaid that is the religious foundation for every-~- 
thing that has to be done..." 
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A comment by Bishop Newbigin, that the element basic to the entire current 
ecumenical movement "has been the missionary confrontation of the church — 
with the world", stimulated questions about external forces pressing the 
religious beaten closer together. 


Cardinal Rugambwa, whose participation in the programme was Shortonens by the 
technical difficulties, agreed as to the need for serious consideration of 
family planning. : 


At other points, the cardinal spoke ierat eer ett chou the future of the 
nation of Tanganyika. In answer to a question from Dr. Fry about possible 
areas of Protestant-Catholic cooperation there, he described good relations 
in "hospitals, social centres ... in things in which we need to cooperate", 


Another noted churchman, Archbishop Iakovos, Primate of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America, also had a small part in the pro- 
gramme as a member of the Princeton audience. 


His question to Father Kiing about the "present pace of the unity movement", 
was lost in interruptions caused by the audio difficulties, but at the close 
of the telecast, Bishop Newbigin recalled the archbishop's query. He called - 
it the "fundamental" issue ..."that we're not moving fast enough or seriously 
enough in this matter OF MnUay. : 


"I sometimes have an unhappy feeling that we're more interested in talking 
with each other", the bishop said, "than with actually committing ourselves 
to one another", EPS, Geneva 


U.S. CHURCH LEADERS WARNED 
"WHITE SUPREMACISTS" STEP UP ACTIVITY 


(New. York) ~ Top'churchmen of the National. Council of fonenance (USA) heard a 
stern warning that words have not been matched by deeds in the civil rights 
struggle and that there has been more talk about racial justice than actual 
achievement. 


A report received by the NCC's 270-member policy-making General Board in 
Special session here from.the Council's emergency Commission on Race and 
Religion set up last June, also warned that "white supremacists have stepped 
up their hard-core resistance to Negro civil rights". 


It compared the current racial situation to conditions in Germany when the 
Nazis took over and said the parallel was "frightening in the extreme", Tt 
declared: ; 


"What is more shocking, in some cities, they (white supremacists) are able to 
compel churches and ministers to preach an heretical doctrine of man, which 
condones segregation and distorts the Christian faith. 


"Both Negros and whites who do not submit to this view are subject to 
harassment and threats to their lives." 


It preticted that: the intensity and frequency of local conflict walas increagea, 
It cautioned against expecting any "Utopian solution", but said that "unless 
we begin to make some changes in the structure of our common practices, we 

are inviting disaster". It recorded little progress in public accommodations, 
voting rights, or housing. | 


Christian churches, it said, "have been long on pronouncements and very short 
on experiment and risk" in Hine field, 
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The Commission, which is composed of 32 distinguished leaders, including. 
editors, union and business léaders, educators, attorneys, and ministers | 
and lay leaders, adopted a resolution pledging its support to efforts for a 
strong civil rights bill. It also recommended these measures to strengthen 
the Commission's work: 


-~ Greater facility to move swiftly into tension areas. 


- Better “in depth" interpretation of the grievances of the Negro- 
community. . . ey pits 


~ Recognition: by the churches that the racial crisis is "a priority 
concern" and their "fullest confrontation" with the consequences of the 
sin of racial hatred. . 


Reviewing its own activity, the Commission reported that its leaders have 
participated in anti-segregation demonstrations, and interracial services — 
of worship in the Deep South; it has sent teams of trouble shooters into 
tense areas, and has provided $50,000 in bail for the release of 90 persons 
from "arduous and severe prison situations". . | ud vee 


It also jointly sponsored the August 28 March.on Washington, recruiting 


40,000 marchers. Future plans include an invitation to a panel of 
distinguished Americans to meet in Washington, D.C., next month to hear 
testimony on police brutality TAO LVL rights CAaSeSe | EPS, Geneva 


CUBA METHODISTS STILL 
WORK AND WITNESS 


(New York) - News of The Methodist Church in Cuba is scarce, but a report |. 
received by the Methodist Board of Missions here about the annual meeting of 
the Cuba Conference shows that the church is alive and continues actively at 
work. ‘ i 4 . 


Probably the most important action of the conference was its decision to. 
move ahead with the four-year-old "Plan of Advance". The goals of the plan, 
as adopted by the conference, are: 1." A deepening of the spiritual life of 
each Methodist believer; 2. Theological training, especially related to. 
basic Christian doctrine and The Methodist Church, to be given to church 
members and friends; 3s Each believer acting as an evangelist, sharing his 
faith and a personal testimony with everyone; 4. Cuban Methodists com- 
pletely supporting their own work. 


The significance of the Cuba Conference's decision to go ahead with. its 
"Plan of Advance" is perhaps best seen against the background of the politi- 
cal situation in Cuba under. Castro. 


Another optimistic note was sounded in a report to the conference that member- 
ship in the. church is 9,009, slightly higher than Thu lSo2. However, the 
church school enrollment has decreased considerably. Other statistics, 
indicating the on-going life of the church, included: 363 youth and adults 

‘“ preparing for church membership; 4,404 children enrolled in daily vacation: 
Bible schools; 453 children baptized during the last year; 222 youth and 
adults received into the church on profession of faith during the year. 


The conference learned that Cuban Methodists provided 50 per cent of the 
financial support of the church's full-time workers last year. 
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The conference received five persons into full ministerial membership. It 
was reported to the conference that four Methodists graduated from the Union 
Theological Seminary in Matanzas last year and that there are currently 17 
Methodist students enrolled there. 


The report from Cuba to the Board of Missions concluded with the statement 
that "in spite of difficulties, we are determined to move ahead for Christ 
and the Church in Cuba". EPS, Geneva 


OCTOBER 18 DEDICATION DATE 
FOR NEW WCC VILLAGE IN IRAN 


(Esmatabad, Iran) - An entire new village - a total of 306 homes - was 
dedicated here Friday, October 18. 


The new community of Esmatabad, built at a cost of $450,000, is the gift of 
churches around the world given through the World Council of Churches. All 
of the villagers who will live in the new houses are Muslin. 


The original village was almost completely destroyed in the disastrous earth- 
quake which swept this isolated area in September, 1962. ; 


Iranian church and government officials, including a representative of the 
Shah, took part in the ceremony at which the deeds for the houses were for~ 
mally turned over to the new tenants. In all some 1,500 men, women and 
children will be housed. Since the quake they have been living in tents, 
also provided by the churches through the WCC. 


Eventually the village will include a public bath, a boys! school, a girls! 
school, and a small clinic, also to be built by contributions from the 
churches. Later at their own expense, the villagers will add a mosque and 
&@ community centre. 


Government officials on hand for the ceremony included Prime Minister 
Asadullah Alam, and the Minister of Agriculture, General Riahi. Also the 
Minister of Interior, several members of Parliament, and several foreign 
ambassadors. 


Present on behalf of the World Council was Dr. van Klinken, Inter-Church Aid 
secretary of the Re-~reformed Church of the Netherlands (Nederlands Hervormde 
Raad), a church which has contributed generously to the project. Other 
church leaders included the Rt. Rev. Hassan Dehghani, the Anglican Bishop of 
Iran, representatives of the Armenian Church, the Greek and Russian Orthodox 
churches, and the Roman Catholic Church. 


The project has been supervised by a Special committee of the Christian 
Council of Iran. 


The new community is the largest built thus far since the earthquake. Con- 
structed of sun-baked brizk and designed to withstand future quakes, the 
houses comprise two rooms, and a small kitchen, 


Contributions to the village came from churches in 24 nations in response to 

a special &ppeal issued by the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, World, and 
Refugee Service. Large contributors included Britain, Sweden, Norway, Den- 

mark, Finland, Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, New Zealand, Australia, 
and the USA. Numerous smaller contributions also came from the Hong Kong 


Christian Council, the Okinawa Christian Council, and the Philippine National 
Council of Churches, 


The WCC is also sponsoring a second project to aid victims of the quake. This 
involves resettlement in new houses in Teheran of some 60 Armenian Orthodox 
families from four villages. The WCC will also help the Armenian Orthodox 
Church in Teheran build a new church. There is only one church building at 
present for the 80,000 members of the church in the city. EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN CHURCH LEADERS HONOUR 
DR. VISSER 'T HOOFT . 


(Arnoldshain, West Germany) - Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, was honoured here by West German Prot- 
estant leaders on the occasion of his 25th anniversary in the WCC post. 


During the ceremonies Dr. Kurt Scharf, chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) hailed the Dutch-born WCC leader as 
a "prophet" of Christian unity. 


Bishop Friedrich-Wilhelm Krummacher, head of the Evangelical Church of 
Pomerania, described him as "a bridge .builder of faith and love" and . 
Dr. Martin Niemtller, president of the Evangelical Church of Hesse- Nassau, 


praised him as a man who "set his own decisive stamp on the image of the 
ecumenical movement", 


A cable received at the ceremony from Bast German church leaders lauded the 
ties of mutual friendship which link their churches to the WCC. 


Dr. Scharf presented Dr. Visser 't Hooft with a copy of the book "Voices 
of the Ecumenical Movement" (Stimmen der Oekumene) prepared for the 
occasion by the EKID. The book,which will be officially published next 
month,has 130 .contributors from all parts of the world. EPS, Geneva 


WcC TO BUILD HOUSES FOR 
ITALIAN DAM, DISASTER VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches is moving: eaavady ahead with plans 
to help rehouse victims of the tragic dam disaster in the Italian Dolomites 
which took an estimated 2,700 lives and caused property damage estimated. 
in the millions of dollars. 


WCC. officials have announced here that ten houses have. a1 ewany been srabaed 
to accommodate survivors from the damaged villages of the Vayont Valley. 
Present plans are that these houses will form the nucleus of a new village 
to be constructed as funds are made available. 


The WCC has appealed for a total of $500,000 to aid jointly victims of the 
dam disaster and of the hurricane "Flora" which struck the Ep pektbalate shor- 
tly afterwards. 


The new viuteeswill beat tiated at Cimolais which is on the opposite side of 
the mountain from the disaster area. 


The WCC programme is being worked out in cooperation with Italian govern- 
ment officials and with the Federal Council of Protestant Churches of 
Italy. More detailed plans will be announced later following consultation 
of WCC Inter-Church Aid Secretary for Europe, Dr. Glen Garfield per eeeiis 
with Italian Council leaders and government officials this week. 


-Dr. Williams noted that although the disaster area is almost wholly Roman 
.-Gatholic, WCC aid is being given as a demonstration of the concern of the 
Wee's 209 Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox churches throughout the world 
for.- human distress. EPS, Geneva 
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DR. BLAXALL CONVICTED; 
RECEIVES SUSPENDED SENTENCE 


(Johannesburg) ~ The Rev. Arthur Blaxall, 72-year-old Anglican clergyman 
was sentenced to 28 months in prison here after he pleaded guilty of having 
aided banned political organizations and possessing forbidden publications. 


All but six months of the term were suspended. Because of his age he will 
also be released from serving these six months, according to an announcement 
by the Minister of Justice. His counsel has announced that there will be 
no appeal. 


The tuberculosis-stricken septuagenarian, . was sentenced in the Regional 
Court on four counts under South Africa's Suppression of Communism Act. The 
prosecutor: charged that he had violated the law by assisting in the "greatest 
secrecy" the Pan-African and African National Congresses, both of which are 
banned organizations. 


The magistrate said the task of assessing sentence appropriate to Dr. Blaxall's 
circumstances was "an invidious one". He noted not only his age and state 

of health but also the "manifest Sincerity in his endeavours to serve good 
causes", including "the fact that he is a pacifist and a visionary". 


Dr. Blaxall is chairman of the South African Fellowship of Reconciliation and 
former general secretary of the Christian Council of South Africa. 


The Suppression of Communism Act, which has been vigorously opposed by many 
Christian groups, gives the Ministry of Justice extraordinary powers in 
national emergencies, Its opponents, however, say it was designed to butt- 
ress South Africa's racial segregation policies. 


Among those present at the clergyman's trial were Anglican Bishop Leslie 
Stradling of Johannesburg and the Rev. E. P. Hastman, general secretary of 
the International Fellowship of Reconciliation, who went from London to. 
Johannesburg to attend the court proceedings. 


Mry Blaxall has spent most of his ministerial life in welfare work among 
African Negroes. He was arrested last April just before he was to have 
attended the constituting assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches 
at Kampala, Uganda. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES SPONSOR LARGE-SCALE 
NON-PROFIT HOUSING PROJECTS 


(Geneva) - Churches in two parts of the world have announced plans tosponsor 
large housing projects. 


In Lowestoft, England, the Methodist Church will build a £250. 000 ($700,000) 
community incorporating a church, ten-storey flats with a restaurant and 
observation tower, rooms for older people, a youth centre, and an advisory 
service centre. It will be the first church-sponsored community of its kind 
in Britain. The 2,000 Lowestoft-district Methodists are being asked to give 
the equivalent of four working hours pay each week to help finance the cost 
of the church. 


In Boston, Massachusetts, (USA), two churches are cooperating in a plan to 
erect a complex of 174 housing units at a cost of $2,500,000. The sponsors 
are the St. Mark's Congregational Church and the Charles Street African 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Boston. 


Both schemes will be run on a non-profit basis to provide moderate income 
dwellings for persons who cannot find other housing. Similar church housing 
schemes are in operation in other parts of the United States, Sweden, and 
New Zealand. EPS, Geneva 


No. 39 = 25th October, 1963 t2 


UNITED CHURCH BACKS ECONOMIC 
PRESSURES ON SOUTH AFRICA 


(Chicago) ~ Economic pressures and an arms embargo against South Africa to 
protest that country's racial segregation policies were urged in a statement 
adopted by the United Church of Christ's Council for Christian Social Action 
here. 


Entitled "American Christians and the Denial of Humax Rights in South Africa", 
the statement called on all Christians and the federal government to "respond 
to the cry for justice" in the African country. 


"The oppressed in South Africa are completely unable to organize effectively 
for the redress of their grievances," the statement said, "Tt seems there-=_ 
fore that without pressure from the outside world there is little chance of 
remedial action." 


It proposed that the federal government "place every legitimate economic 
pressure" on South Africa, particularly in the shipments of oil, "consistent 
with the United Nations recommendation that economic sanctions be applied". 


The declaration also urged the US "to take affirmative action within. the 
United Nations to assure the establishment of human rights in South Africa". 
EPS, Geneva 


HIGH THEOLOGICAL ENROLMENTS 
REPORTED IN NORWAY, FINLAND 


(Oslo) - In at least two Scandinavian countries high enrolments of new students 
in training courses for the Christian ministry or overseas missionary service 
afford hope of narrowing the gap between supply and demand in these careers. 


Norway's two Lutheran theological faculties here have matriculated about 100 
candidates, while Finland's University of Helsinki has registered 195 first- 
year students in its Faculty of Theology. At the training sehool of the large 
Norwegian Missionary Society in Stavanger, 25 of the 39 enrolees are new 
students. 


Por the Church of Norway these high figures are especially significant because 
of a clergy shortage that has threatened to become more acute in the years to 
come. Death and retirement are expected to deplete greatly the church's 
ministerial ranks in the next decade or two, at the same time that population 
growth will demand an increase in the number of pastoral posts. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Michael Ramsey, has consecrated two bishops 
to serve in South America, at a service in Westminster Abbey. The Rt. Rev. 


K. W. Howell was consecrated Bishop of Chile, and the Rt. Rev. C. J. Tucker 
was consecrated bishop of a new diocese including Argentina, Chile, Bolivia 
and Peru. 


* * * 


In a move to'foster and strengthen relationships" between the Christian faith 

’ and "all areas" of the fine arts, the National Council of Churches of the 
United States has taken first steps toward establishment of a Department of the 
Arts. The Council's policy-making General Board voted to authorize the even- 
tual establishment of the proposed unit, subject to further detailed planning. 


* * * 
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An effort to raise 808 million yen (about US $2,246, 000 ) in one year has 
been launched by the 84-year-old YMCA of Japan. The funds are to be used 
to establish 11 youth centres in 10 cities, "to give increased opportunities 
for spiritual, mental and physical development of (YMCA ) members". 

Extensions to the. YMCA camp and conference centre at Gotemba are scheduled 
for completion by August, 1965, to house the meeting of the YMCA World 
Council, top legislative body of the world YMCA Movement. 


* * * 


Citizens of other countries who wish to do missionary work.in Tanganyika will 
not be hindered by the East African nation's new Immigration Bill, govern- 
ment spokesmen at Dar es Salaam have declared. Under the new ee 
missionaries! Class A Permit no longer will entitle them to unlimited resi- 
dence in Tanganyika, but the Minister of Home Affairs said such permits 
would not necessarily be restricted to two-year periods, as some have feared. 


* * * 


A World Centre for Liturgical Studies, where Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman 
Catholic theologians can examine together the public worship of their churches 
is to be constructed at Boca Raton, Florida, USA. Believed to be the first 
institute. of its kind in Christian history, the $1.5 million centre is spon- 
sored by the Episcopal School Foundation of Palm Beach County and the Inter- 
national Hcoumenical Committee for Promoting Liturgical Research and Renewal. 


* ew * 


George Kantardjis, a missions worker for Logos (The Word), a Protestant 
publishing house in Greece, has been acquitted by a Thessaloniki court of 
charges of proselytising. He had been charged with violation of a law that 
bans distribution by non-Orthodox of any religious ‘publication whi'ch does” 
not indicate its denomination. 


* * * 


A group of 69 British Baptist ministers and lay people have issued a state- 
ment in support of that recently issued by 65 British Methodist leaders to 
the effect that while "it is right that Christians should now be thinking 
with a new urgency about the question of Christian unity, yet that vital 
issue is not the only great priority. The churches! attitude to war - 

this is today's question number one." The Baptist group expresses "thorough 
support"for the plea "that the Christian Church should unequivocally renounce 
the way of war, with all its weapons, and affirm its een, in the positive 
and redemptive way of Christ." 


* ZA * 


According to statistics published by the Hungarian State Office for Church 
Affairs, there are 6,628 churches in Hungary belonging to the different 
confessions, of which 2,500 are protected as monuments. During: the second 
World War 902 churches were damaged; 97% of. them have since been renovated. 
Since 1945 the number of Reformed churches in Pua y has increased by 32, 
and the number of Lutheran churches by 51. 


* * * 
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An official visit early in October to the Lutheran Church of Denmark was 
cancelled at the last hour by a delegation of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
In a telegraphic notification, illness was given as the reason. For the 
present, no arrangement has been made to reschedule the visit later. It 
would have been the first time in the history of the Danish national 
church that it received such a Russian Orthodox delegation. 


¥ % *¥ 


fhe St. Louis Review, official newspaper of the Roman Catholic archdiocese 
of St. Louis (Missouri), USA, has inaugurated an ecumenical "dialogue in 
print", whereby articles on common Christian concerns by prominent Prot- 


estant and Catholic clergymen will be presented regularly in the fortnightly 
publication. 


* * * 


A six-man delegation of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) = WE Blas 
Moscow for a 10-day theological conference with Russian Orthodox leaders. 
Headed by Dr. Adolf Wischmann, chief of the EKID foreign office, the 
delegation had been invited to Russia by the Moscow Patriarchate. 


* * * 


Executive Council of the Anglican Church of Canada has called on its members 
for $3,000,000. to help Anglican churches in "emerging areas" outside ) 
Canada. At the outset, the Canadian Church will make an appeal for $500,900 
during 1964, This amount will be over and above the normal budget require- 
ments. The appeal is being made in response to the plea of the Anglican 
Congress in Toronto held in August. 


* * * 


Dr. John D, Metzler, direetor of programme in Europe and the Middle East for 
the US interdenominational overseas help agency Church World Service, has 
been made a Commander of the Royal Order of King George the First by the 
Government of Greece. Dr. Metzler is a former director of material aid for 
the Church of the Brethren... In 1956, while serving in this field for the 
World Council of Churches, the Greek government awarded him the Order of 

the Phoenix. - 


Mt RN IEMP HC Va 


Five Roman Catholic priests and biblical scholars in England have been - 
seconded by Archbishop John C. Heenan of Westminster to begin a revision of 
the "Catholic Commentary on Holy Scripture",-which during the past decade | 
has had a wide sale. It was reported that the archbishop and his advisers 
are convinced that the developments in biblical research during the past 10 
years must be recongnized in the new edition. 


x  %* 


A House of Bishops motion calling for a definite plan for unity with’ the 
United Church of Canada was unanimously approved by the Executive Council 
of the Anglican Church of that country. The upper house resolution said 
Canadian churches should follow the example of the Anglican=Methodist unity 
plan, making provision for a gradual mutual recognition of each other's 
ministries over a ten-year period. 
EPS, Geneva 
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Special Report 


ASIAN LEADERS CHART 
NEW AID STRATEGY 


(Hong Kong) - A major consultation to blueprint new strategy and methods for 
meeting human need in Asia is underway here. some 80 Christian leaders from 
all parts of Asia are participating. 


The week-long "Asian Consultation on Inter-Church Aid" igs being sponsored 
jointly by the World Council of Churches and the East Asia Christian Confer- 
ence (HACC), a regional and autonomous organization of churches in 14 coun- 
tries from West Pakistan to New Zealand. Also attending are some 15 | 
officials of inter-church aid and relief agencies in Hurope and the United 
States. 


Observers believe the consultation, the first region-wide gathering of its 
‘kind ever held in Asia, may be decisive in mapping new criteria, patterns of 
work, and programmes to alleviate the massive problems of poverty, hunger, 
and illiteracy, which plague large portions of Asia. 


The Rev. Alan A. Brash, Christchurch, New Zealand, HACC secretary for inter- 
‘church aid, addressing an early session of the consultation described its 
purpose as seeking "to grapple with some of the changing circumstances of 
our Asian countries and to think through at a deep level what those circum- 
stances should mean for our method and strategy in serving human need", 


He listed as specific tasks of the consultation the development of a new 
understanding of the purpose of inter-church aid, study of the changing 
patterns of service, and careful examination of the present programmes and of 
the new structures required at national, regional, and international levels. 


The bulk of consultation time is being allotted to examination of these 
questions in four small discussion groups organized along geographical lines. 
Hach group will present a written report to the full conference in one of 
the concluding sessions. 


The consultation is the climax of two series of EACC-sponsored consultations 

- the first a series -of five meetings dealing with "new forms of service", 

and the second, three "situation conferences" held earlicr this year in 
Madras, Tokyo, and Singapore, to discuss specifically the evangelistic mission 
of Asian churches. 


These consultations raised a host of searching questions which challenged 
the. churches in Asia to devise a common strategy as a kind of framework 
within which to carry on both ccmbined and denominational work. They also 
asked for a.careful re-examination of the present bilaterial basis of plan- 
ning and seeking overseas aid by the Asian churches. 


Dr. J, Harry Haines, WCC inter-church aid secretary for Asia, announced that 
in 1964 the World Council will seck support from its 209 member churches for 
60 regular projects in Asia, with an average request of $11,000 foreach 
project. ..In addition it will ask support for three special projects - 

aid to refugees in Calcutta, a land reclamation project in southern Korea, 
and an agricultural pilot project in Burma. . Total requests for 1964 for 
Asia will be $3,000,000. 
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Another speaker, Mr. Korula Jacob, general secretary of the National Christian 
Council of India, noted that from the point of view of Indian churches a 

large number of small projects scattered over a wide area is best, because 
they are easier to plan and execute, ‘and if they fail the consequences are 

not disastrous. He suggested that their chief value lies in the demons-: 
tration of possibilities, rather than in absolute results obtained. 


The Rev. W. T. Hwang, secretary of the Presbyterian Church of Formosa, urged 
that the aid programmes of thechurckés bt planned to meet those needs not met 

by other agencies and that every effort should be made to avoid duplication 

of work. He said the churches must expand their programmes to train Christian 
social workers, initiate study of what are current ywnmet needs, and give all 
possible encouragement to Christians working in the field of community. ser- 
VECC.s 


Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, director of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service, in one of the. opening addresses stressed that the 
relief work of the churches through the WCC can never become a kind of 
"ecclesiastical Red Cross", He szid the churches!. first concern must be to 
meet the needs in such a way that they manifest their unity in Christ". 


"The role of the Division is to do everything to encourage the giving of aid, 
but to do so in.such a way that the giving may serve the purposes of the 
ecumenical movement'', he declared. 


"In this concern to witness to the wholeness of the Gospel", he said he had 
become "more and more convinced that our specific testimony in witnessing to 
the wholeness of the Gospel is to the meaning or the reality of the divine 
compassion", 


He stressed that Christian witness must be both competent and continuous, for 
"the fact that it is spontaneous does not mean that it should. be sporadic ,. 


- "Christian witness is not capricious. Because our ministries are Christian, 
we have ho right to be following the fickle spotlights of secular publicity 
from one disaster to another .,. when secular interest has switched away 
from a disaster situation it is often more important for the churches to 
remain ... In too many enterprises we put ourselves under the judgement of 
having begun to build what we were not able to complete." 


; Further, he said, Christian compassion must be "carefree in the sense of free 
from anxiety about consequences. 


"The question as to whether our work will make Christians, or stay the onward 
march of a political: philosophy we do not like, or even extend the borders 

of the Church, are no doubt important, but in these ministries they are 
unimportant. So often we are found doing good with hard eyes, tight lips, 
and half-opened hands. Christian compassion is overflowing, ebullient, 
care-free". 


Conference chairmen are Methodist Bishop Enrique Sobrepena, BACC chairman, 
secretary of the United Church in the Philippines; and Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, chairman of the WCC!s Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and 

World Service, the stated clerk (chief executive officer ) of the United © 
Presbyterian Church in the USA. EPS, Geneva 
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APPENDIX I 


Following is the official list of delegated observers of non-Catholic Christian 
churches and communities to the second session of the Vatican Council, 
as released by the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity. 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH (Patriarchate of Moscow): Very Rev. Archpriest 
Vitalj Borovoj; Very Rev. Archpriest Jakov Ilich; Mr. Nikolaj Anfinoguenov. 


ORTHODOX CHURCH OF GEORGIA: Very Rev. Archpriest Vitalj Borovoj. 
COPTIC CHURCH OF EGYPT: Rev. Pakhoum A. El*eMoharaky; Dr. Farid El-Pharaony. 


ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH: His Excellency the Very Rev. Melake Selam 
Demetros;, Dr. Haile Gabriel Dagne. 


SYRIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH: Very Rev. Rabban Zakka B. Iwas. 
SYRIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF INDIA: Rev. Dr. K. Philipos. 


APOSTOLIC ARMENIAN CHURCH (Holy See of Etchmiadzin): Most Rev. Bishop 
Parkev Kevorkian; Mr. Krikor Bekmezian. 


APOSTOLIC ARMENIAN CHURCH (Catholicosate of Cilicia): Very Rev. Archimandrite 
Ardavazt Terterian. 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OUTSIDE OF RUSSIA: Most Rev. Antony Bartochevitch; 
Very Rev. Archpriest Igor Troyanoff; (Substitute: Prof. Dr. Serge Grotoff). 


OLD CATHOLIC CHURCH (Union of Utrecht): Very Rev. Canon Peter John Maan; 
(Substitute: Rev. Prof. Dr. Werner Ktippers). 


MAR THOMA SYRIAN CHURCH OF MALABAR (India): Prof. C. P. Mathew. 


ANGLICAN COMMUNION: Right Rev. Dr. John Moorman; Ven. Dr. Harold De Soysa; 
Rev. Prof. William J. Wolf; (Substitutes: Right Rev. Stanley Hleys; Right 
Rev. Alphaeus Zulu; Rev. Prof. Howard Root; Rev. Canon Bernard Pawley). 


LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION: Rev. Prof. Kristen E. Skydsgaard; Prof. George 
Lindbeck; Rev. Dr. Vilmos Vajta; (Substitutes: Rev. Dr. Sven Silens 
Rev. Prof. Warren Quanbeck). 


WORLD ALLIANCE OF REFORMED AND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES: Rev. Hébert Roux; 
Rev. Prof. Robert McAfee Brown; Rev. Dr. Angus W. Morrison; (Substitute: 
Dr. Vittorio Subilia), 


EVANGELICAL CHURCH IN GERMANY: Prof. Dr. Edmund Schlink. 


WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL: Rev. Dr. Fred Pierce Corson; Rev. Prof..Albert €, 
Outler; Rev. Prof. Harold Roberts; (Substitutes: Rev. Prof. José Miguez- 
Bonino; Rev. Prof. Robert E. Cushman; Rev. David Alan Keighley). 


INTERNATIONAL CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL: Rev. Dr. Douglas Hortons Rev. Prof. 
George B. Cairds (Substitutes: Rev. Prof. Heiko A. Oberman; Rev. Prof. 
Hilmer J. F. Arndt; Rev. Prof. Howard Schomer),. 


FRIENDS WORLD COMMITTEE FOR CONSULTATION: Prof. Douglas V. Steere. 
WORLD CONVENTION OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST (Disciples): Dr. William George Baker, 


INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR LIBERAL CHRISTIANITY: Prof. Dr. L. J. van Holk; 
Dr. Dana McLean Greeley; (Substitute: Rev. Prof. George Williams). 


CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA: Most Rev. A. H. Legg. 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES: Dr. Lukas Vischer;: Dr. Nikos A. Nissiotis; 
Right Rev. John Sadiq; Prof. Masatoshi Doi. 


GUESTS OF THE SECRETARIAT: Most Rev. Bishop Cassien, Director of the 
Orthodox Theological Institute St. Serge, Paris (France); Very Rev. 
Archpriest Alexander Schmemann, Dean of St. Vladimir's Orthodox Seminary, 
New York (USA); Prof. Dr. Theodore Mosconas, Secretary of the Council of 
the Churches of Alexandria (Egypt); Rev. Dr. G. C. Berkouwer, Professor of 
the Free Protestant University of Amsterdam (The Netherlands); Rev. Prof, 
Oscar Cullmann, of the Universities of Basle and Paris: Rev. Dr. William 
A. Norgren, Director of "Faith and Order" Studies, National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA, New York (USA); Rev. Pastor Roger Schutz, 
Prior of Taizé Community (France); Rev. Pastor Max Thurian, Sub-prior-. of 


the same community; Rev. Dr. Stanley I. Stuber, Jefferson City, Missouri 
(USA). , 
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APPENDIX IT 


(Following is the complete English translation of Professor Skydsgaard's 
address (delivered in French) at the Pontifical Reception given by Pope 
Paul VI for Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox observers to Vatican 
Council II on October 17.) 


"In receiving us here, Your Holiness will certainly understand that we who 
are guests and observers at this Council would like, above all, to recall 
with affection and respect the memory of your predecessor, Pope John XXIII, 
who greeted us in this very place last year. 


"The news of the death of this great Pope filled us with sadness. We 
Shall never be able to forget him, so full was he of spontaneity and of 
love, of wisdom and of courage. 


"It is my privilege today to express to Your Holiness, in the name of the 
guest and delegate observers, our deep gratitude for the renewal of the 
invitation to this second sessicn of the Council, and for the friendliness 
with which we have been received both at the opening ceremony in St. Peter's 
and also now in this audience. 


"We are aware that we are witnesses of an event which is so decisively 
Significant for the Roman Catholic Church of our day, and we would like to 
tell you with what interest and attention we follow the deliberations of 
the Council where diverse opinions are sometimes expressed by the Council 
Fathers, but always in an atmosphere of objectivity and loyalty. 


"Hach day we experience the good will of the Council Fathers towards US ; 
and the unfailing readiness of the Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian 
Unity to help us. 


"The cordiality and frankness which surrounds us makes it easier for us to 
fulfil sincerely and in good faith our tasks as observers. We are 
especially grateful to His Eminence, Cardinal Bea, who has generously 
invited us to express both our positive and negative reactions to the work 
of the Council. 


"The schema 'De Ecclesia!, which is at present under consideration, is 
certainly - today as in the past - one of the most difficult and debated of 
subjects. 


"One could say, in fact, that the doctrine of the Church is the point at 
which all our divisions culminate so that it is precisely here that they 
seem insurmountable, despite our sincere efforts to understand each other. 


"Yet in this sad and discouraging situation, we have made some progress 
simply by reason of the fact that we jointly experience this difficulty and 
together bear its burden, 


"In these times, one sometimes meets a naively optimistic or superficial 
ecumenicism which appears to think that the visible union of Christians can 
be quickly achieved. This is certainly not our view, and it is for us a 
real relief to know that Your Holiness does not share this opinion. Your 
sober and realistic words on Sunday, September 29, clearly testify to this. 
As Your Holiness said, there are grave and complicated problems to be 
Studied and resolved, and their solution presupposes conditions which at 
present do not yet exist, 
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"Permit me in this connection to refer to a development which seems to me 
extremely important. I am thinking of the role of a biblical theology 
which concentrates on the study of the history of salvation in the Old as 
well as in the New Testament. The more we progress in understanding the 
hidden and paradoxical history of the people of God, the more we shall begin 
truly to understand the Church of Jesus Christ-.in its mystery, in its hts 
historical existence and in its unity. 


"Once again allow me, Your Holiness, to express our living hope “hhat the 
light of such a concrete and historical theology, that is, a theology 
nourished by the Bible and the teaching of the Fathers, will shine more and 
more in the work of this Council. 


"We also rejoice wholeheartedly: at the: new ecumenical Adirae which is 
becoming manifest in this Council. We find ourselves meeting together at’ 
the beginning of a road whose end God alone knows. It is for us to walk . 
together in hope because we believe that the crucified and risen Christ is. 
with us on the way. 


"This beginning is at one and the same time God's gift and a responsibility, 
because much will be required of all of us along this.road: a clear witness 
must be given to the Gospel, there must be humility and patience, all 
'triumphalism! must be excluded. Above all, no divisions can prevent us 
from loving each other because Christ's love knows no limits. in. this 

love of Christ, we must seek and find the truth: seek in order to find, 

and find in order to seek again, as St. Augustine says. 


"In concluding, I find myself moved to say: Yes, we are walking together, 
but our path leads us also ‘out of ourselves! towards our fellow men. It 
is said that Pope John XXIII wished this Council to bring about a change 
from introverted self-concern to concern for men, from 'en soi! to 'pour 
les hommes!. Is there any better way for us to meet each other than by 
going out from ourselves in the assurance of the forgiveness of sins, 
without concern for our preferences or our merits, in order to live in the’ 
world and with men in the world? . It is thus that we shall be truly 
disciples of the Christ. Who did not desire to exist for Himself but solely 
for the world. 


"We are grateful to Your Holiness, as to your Snedecaahars for having 
pointed to this twofold openness: openness to the ecumenical dialogue in 
truth and love, and openness to the world in humility and service. 


"May God bless Your Holiness in the heavy burden and responsibility of 
your ministry, and may He spread His Spirit of repentance and truth upon 
all the churches of the world." = EPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTANT OBSERVER EXPRESSES 
CONCERN FOR "DE ECCLESIA" SCHEMA 


(Rome) - A Protestant observer to the Second Vatican Council has expressed 
fears that if the Schema "De Hoclesia'! dealing with the nature of the Church 
1ls.accepted in its present form it would seriously jeopardize relations 
between the Roman Catholic Church and other churches. 


b] 


Professor Edmund Schlink, a delegate-observer of the Hvangelical Church in 
Germany, told a press conference here that "considerable improvements" would 
be required in the Schema before it would be acceptable to non=-Roman Catholic 
churches. 


He took particular issue with one Schema statement which he said means 
that "the one holy, catholic, apostolic Church is the church directed by the 
Roman Pope, thus identifying the Church of God with the Roman church", . 


He noted that the Schema refers to non-Catholic Christians only as indiv- 


iduals but makes no mention of non-Catholic churches, "Needless to say 
non-Roman Christendom feels that these statements fail to understand rere 
he said. 


"The practical consequences which would arise from (the Schema's) statements 
(if accepted) would make an ecumenical rapprochement much more difficult", 
he added. 


(See Appendix I for a summary of Professor Schlink's address), 
HPS, Geneva 
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GREEK ORTHODOX HIERARCHY APPROVES 
PLAN FOR DIALOGUE WITH ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Athens) - A full meeting of the hierarchy of the Greek Orthodox Church has 
agreed to ratify the decision of the recent Pan-Orthodox Conference at Rhodes 
to undertake a dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church. 


The decision represents a major change in attitude. The Greek Orthodox 
Church had refused to send observers to the Rhodes meeting and Archbishop 
Chrysostomos of Athens had strongly repudiated the possibility of any dialogue 
between the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches. (See EPS No. 36) 


However, the hierarchy decided not to send observers of the church to the 
second session of the Second Vatican Council, 


While accepting in principle the proposal for an Orthodox-Roman Catholic 
dialogue, the hierarchy will ask the Ecumenical Patriarch to clarify the 
exact meaning of the words "on equal terms" specified by the Rhodes meeting. 


The Church of Greece will also ask the Patriarch to determine "the kind, 
extent and .eontext" of the dialogue and will ask that the dialogue not begin 
before the end of the Vatican Council. EPS, Geneva 


TUNISIA ORDERS HALT 
TO MISSION ACTIV DTY 


(Philadelphia) - Mission Be piace in teinawie by ane North Atpips Mission, an 
undenominational Protestant agency, has been suspended by government order, 
it was announced here by the Rev. C. Gordon Beacham, home office secretary. 


He said efforts on behalf of the mission by American and British embassies 
have been unsuccessful. The agency has been active in Tunisia since 1885. 


The edict suspends the agency's Bible school and store in Tunis and a corres- 
pondence Bible course which Mr. Beacham said has resulted in 717 conversions 
to Christianity in the last three years, 


The secretary said 12 mission workers in Tunisia have not been ordered out of 
the country but it is probable they will be transferred to a similar mission 
in Algeria or a hospital at Tangier, Morocco, EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIANS IN SWEDEN UNITE 
TO DEFEND RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 


(Sigtuna) -~ A movement that claims the backing of all Swedish Christian groups 
has been launched to arouse popular: opposition to a proposed major reduction 
in the time and scope of religious instruction in this country's higher 
secondary schools (gymnasia). 


In a nationwide drive, the movement hopes to collect 1.5 million signatures 
by November 30 for a petition to be submitted to Cabinet Minister Ragnar 
Edenman. The petition will support the stand enunciated in September at a 
‘widely ee oh een ay be ecumenical conference called to deal with the issue. 

| EPS, Geneva 
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CARDINAL BEA RECEIVES 
VATICAN COUNCIL OBSERVERS 


(Rome ) - Following the recent audience given by Pope Paul VI the non-Roman 
Catholic delegate-observers to the Second Vatican Council were guests of 
Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity. 


The Cardinal told his guests: "We are faced by a very great task. If we 
face it together ... in prayer, love of truth,and sincere Christian charity 
ee». we shall experience that it is really possible ... now to be united in 
Christ and thus gradually to prepare the way for-more complete union." 


Archpriest Vitaly Borovoiof the Russian Orthodox Church replying on behalf 
of the observers declared: ''The whole history of Christendom in our time is 
the history of the action and working of the Holy Spirit upon us and upon 
eurnonurches. calling wecto unity yc. 


"We are glad to be able to tell the churches, the confessional bodies, and 
the ecumenical agencies which sent us that here in Rome we are witnessing 
the way in which our Roman Catholic brethren ... in prayer and with great 
pastoral zeal are seeking the best wayy for renewing their church and for 
establishing a fraternal dialogue, on a basis of equality, with other 
Christians, in order 'to praise the most Holy Spirit! together." 


He concluded by assuring Cardinal Bea "that we are always ready to help our 
Roman Catholic brethren in everything which may contribute to the rapproche- 
ment and union between all Christians...!! HPS, Geneva 


INDIAN NCC STRESSES 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY VIGILANCE 


(Madras) - The National Christian Council in triennial assembly here has 
called upon its member churches "to keep constant vigilance about legislative 
and executive actions (of the government) which might adversely affect their 
religious freedom" or the freedom of Christian institutions. 


The Assembly, at which all 23 member churches and 14 affiliated regional 
councils were represented, suggested that a "public questions committee" be 
set up in each state to hire competent lawyers and take prompt action in 
cases where religious freedom has been enfringed. 


When government legislation threatens religious freedom, the Assembly said, 
all churches in the area, including the Roman Catholic, should cooperate to 
meet the costs of taking the issue to court. However, it added: 


"It is of the utmost importance that the churches have a positive appraisal 
of the real motives of the government in seeking such legislation and be 
willing to cooperate with the government in measures to protect society 
against anti-social elements, and different forms of corruption and toe 
and economic exploitation," 


A number of cases related to the freedom of Christian educational institutions 
have been presented to the Indian courts in recent years. The courts con- 
sistently have upheld the right of Christians as a minority community to 
establish and maintain see without undue interference from the 
government. 


The Council elected as its first woman president Miss Renuka Mukerji, 
principal of the Women's College of Madras. BPS, Geneva 
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BRITISH CHURCH COUNCIL DISCUSSES 
MIXED MARRIAGES, INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


(Bristol) - Officials of the British Council of Churches plan to meet with 
Roman Catholic Archbishop John C. Heenan of Westminster or his represent- 
atives to discuss mixed marriages and other religious matters with the hope 
of increasing understanding and cooperation between Christian churches. 


Plans for the meeting were announced’ at a session of the Council by Dr. 
Ernest Payne, chairman of its Executive Committee. 


The subject of mixed marriages - specifically a wedding between a Catholic 
and a non-Catholic ~- was brought up in a report presented to the Committee 
by Dr. Payne. 


It looked with disfavour upon the pledge a non-Catholic must make, before 
being married to a Catholic by a priest, to raise any children as Roman 
Catholics. 


Another report dealing with nuclear weapons stated there was no case for 
British independent atomic testing in any part of the world. It advocated 
that major powers share control of nuclear weapons, that "proliferation" of 
nuclear arms within the NATO be prevented, and that better conventional 
weapons replace atomic arms. 


In another session it was demanded in a motion that the British Government 
ban immediately all arms exports to South Africa. 


The motion never came to a vote. Instead the Council decided to ask the 

British foreign secretary to receive a Council delegation to discuss its 

grave concern over the governments policy with regard to South Africa. 
EPS, Geneva 


RELIGIOUS LEADERS! APPEAL 
ASKS JUSTICH FOR JEWS IN USSR 


(New York) - Approximately 100 American religious, civic, and intellectual 
leaders have issued an "Appeal to Conscience" here calling on Russian 
officials to demonstrate "truth, justice, and decency" by lifting all 
restrictions against people of the Jewish faith in the USSR. 


The 500=word appeal, adopted unanimously, came at the end of a day-long 
Conference on the Status of Soviet Jews, presided over by Protestant Episcopal 
Bishop James A. Pike of California, one of the seven co-sponsors of the 
meeting. 


Other sponsors included Associate Justice William 0. Douglas of the US 
Supreme Court, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., of Atlanta, Ga., noted Negro 
Baptist integration leader. 


The appeal asked Soviet authorities "to act in this matter on the basis of 
their own ideological, constitutional, and legal commitments". 
EPS, Geneva 
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WCC NAMES 
NEW STAFF 


(Geneva) ~ The World Council of Churches has announced the appointment of 
four new staff members. All will be located at the WCC's Geneva head- 
quarters. They are as follows: 


Dr. Walter Mtiller-Roémheld, 436, former exhibitions manager of the German Book- 
Sellers'Association, as publications secretary. A native of Frankfurt, he 
is a member of the Evangelical Church in Germany. 


Mr. Bethuel Kiplagat, 27, .an Anglican.layman from Kenya, as associate sec- 
retary for ecumenical service and work camps of the Youth Department. He 
was graduated from Makerere College, Uganda, in 1962, and was one of the two 
co-leaders of the WCC-sponsored long-term ecumenical work camp held in 
Keny@ in 1962 - 63, 

Dr. Ans Joachim van der Bent, 39, formerly librarian and faculty member of 
Bangor Theological Seminary, Bangor, Maine, (USA), as chief librarian. A 
native. of Germany, he is an ordained minister of the United Church of Christ 
(USA), and now a Dutch citizen. 


Dr. Meredith B. Handspicker, of the United Church of Christ,’ (USA), as 


assistant executive secretary in the Faith and Order Department. He was 
formerly instructor in theology at Andover-Newton Theological School, Newton, 
Mass., (USA). . EPS, Geneva 


SOVIET UNION BAPTISTS HOLD 
FIRST CONGRESS SINCE 1944 


(Moscow) - A new liberal constitution has been adopted by the All-Union | 
Council of Evangelical Christians (Baptists) in the USSR, at its first aon- 
gress since it was formed in 1944, 


The constitution sets practically no limits to the beliefs which Baptists. may 
hold and eliminates restrictions of church attendance by children. It also 
@ives local Baptist groups more autonomy. 


Pastor Alexandre Karev, the Council's secretary general, described the con- 
stitution as democratic and in keeping with the "spirit of the evangelical 
faith", 


In contrast to’ the 1944 Baptist meeting, which had 50 delegates, the present 
congress was attended by about 250 representatives from many parts of Russia 
and 200 guests. . . EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN, GOVERNMENT 
HONOURS WCC OFFICIAL 


. 
(New York) - The Rev. Raymond E. Maxwell, associate. executive secretary in 

the United States for the World Council of Churches, has received the Officer's 
Cross of the Order of Merit from the Federal Republic of Germany. 


The presentation was made at the Consul General's office in New York, 
Mr. Maxwell was honoured for his activity in the field of church aid to 
Germany, first as an officer of Church World Service, and agency of the 
National Council of Churches (USA), and later as a World Council official. 
EPS, Geneva 
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INDIAN LEADERS PLAN 
LITERATURE COOPERATION 


(Pachmarhi, India) - Some seventy representatives of Christian literature 
boards, publishing houses, and othersconcerned with Christian literature 
have outlined plans for better cooperation to meet overall literature needs 
in India more effectively. 


The meeting, the All Indian Literature Conference, was the culmination of 
two years! planning by the Literature Board of the Indian National Council 
of Churches and related bodies. It was preceded by a series of smaller 

meetings of literature workers throughout the country. EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT PAPER'S OFFER OF COMMENT 
EXCHANGE ON RACIAL SEGREGATION REJECTED 


(The Haguc) » An offer by the Dutch daily Protestant paper, Trouw,; to a 
Johannesburg newspaper proposing an exchange of space.to discuss South Africa's 
racial segregation policies has been refused. 


Trouw said that Die Transvaler, published in Afrikaans by the Transvaal > 
National Party, had declined to make a full page available to the church 
publication for an airing of its views on apartheid. 


It also said Die Transvaler had decided not to give its position on the race 
question in the pages of Trouw. 


In reporting refusal of the exchange offer, the Dutch paper noted that Prime 
Minister H. F. Verwoerd of South Africa was a member of the management of 
Die Transvaler. Dr. Verwoerd, leader of the National Party, comes from the 
Transvaal.  . EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLICS, PROTESTANTS 
IN BRAZIL IN CONVERSATION 


(Rio de Janeiro) - Some 30 Protestant ministers and Roman Catholic priests 
have been meeting monthly here for the past five years to debate such themes 
as the historical development of relations between Protestants and Roman 
Catholics, the nature and meaning of the sacraments, and Christian social 
thought. At present the group is dealing with ecclesiology, centring:its . 
study on the Pauline image of the Church as the Body of Christ. 


This is perhaps the most authentically ecumenical group functioning in 
Brazil. Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyterians; Benedic- 
tines, Dominicans, and Jesuits, including a delegate to the Vatican Council, 
are the participants. 


The opening of dialogue between Catholics and Protestants has been in itself 
a considerable accomplishment. One of its results has been that onethe day 
. of the opening of the Vatican Council Protestants and Roman Catholics met 

in an Episcopal church in Rio to pray for the unity of Christendom. Obser- 
vers note this would have been impossible ten years ago. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC SURVEYS NEWS IN 
HURRICANE DISASTER AREA 


(Geneva) - A World Council of Churches staff member is on a nine-day emer- 
gency trip to the Caribbean to confer with officials there on aid to victims 
of the hurricane "Flora", 


The Rev. Theo Tschuy, secretary for Latin America of the WCC's Division: of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, is conferring with church and 
government officials in Tobago, the Dominican Republic, and Haiti. 


The WCC has issued an appeal for $500,000 to aid jointly victims of the 
hurricane and of the dam disaster in the Italian Dolomites. 


Responses thus far have included medicines, clothing, and. blankets valued at 
DM 300,000 ($75,000) from churches in Bast Germany; pharmaceutical supplies 
valued at DM 150,000 ($37,500) from West German churches; £15,000 ($42,000) 
from the British Council of Churches, £1,000 ($2,800) from New Zealand 
churches; and $6,600 from Australian churches. Church World Service, 
agency of the USA Protestant and Orthodox churches is also seeking to raise 
$150,000 in cash and is sending in large supplies of material aid to both 
disaster areas. i 


The Federation of Protestant Churches of Italy also has announced it will 
supply at least two prefabricated houses for the village of Longaronea. in 
the dam disaster area. The WCC announced last week it had already ordered 
ten houses as the mcleus. for a new village in Vayout Valley, (see EPS No.39)- 
Additional plans will be made as more funds are made available. 

HPS, Geneva 


COUNCIL VOTES TO INCLUDE MARIOLOGY 
SCHEMA IN DISCUSSION OF THE CHURCH 


(Rome) - The Second Vatican Council has approved by a narrow margin a pro- 
posal to include the Schema on Mariology within the framework of the Schema 
"De Ecclesia" dealing with the nature of the Church. 


Pree LOL. hy tLAs tO, 1 O76 = just 17 votes more than the required majority - 
has gaused widespread comment. 


The vote was regarded as significant in expressing the Council Father's views 
with regard to the role of the Roman Catholic Church in relation to the 
ecumenical movement. 


By voting to integrate the two Schemata, commentators noted, the Council has 
indicated its readiness to consider all questions dealing with the Virgin 
Mary as part of the full discussion on the Church. 


If the alternative proposal to keep the two sefarate had been approved the 
doctrine concerning the Virgin would have had a more independent status, 


The Tribune de Lausanne, Switzerland, commented: "The integration of the 
Schemata, by allowing a less rigid elaboration of the dogma of the Virgin, 
could facilitate better understanding by Protestants of the Roman Catholic 
concept of the Holy Mother of Jesus, which has been a fundamental factor of 
aa yA Bon, 

The Courrier of Geneva noted that, until minutes before the actual voting, 

a group of Council fathers had been engaged in "intensive propaganda to keep 


the two Schemata separate in order to show better the role of the Nirein 
EPS, Geneva 
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EKID LEADER SUGGESTS MEETING 
WITH PRAGUE PEACH OFFICIALS 


(Berlin) - Dr, Kurt Scharf, president of the Council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKID) has suggested that Council officials meet. with 
leaders of the Prague Christian Peace Conference to discuss their mutual 
concerns for building world peace. 


Dr. Scharf made the ‘suggestion in the course of an exchange of letters with 
Peace Conference leader Dr. Josef Hromadka,. 


Dr. Hromadka had earlier expressed the hope that the churches might contrib- 
ute towards the establishment of better relations between the Hast and West 
German governments. 

BPS, Geneva 


CRAHAM GREENE DECRIES 
FALSE REPORTS OF CUBA SITUATION 


(Havana) - British author Graham Greene, author of the novel "Our Man in 
Havana", said in a broadcast interview here that he had found not the 
slightest evidénce of religious persecution in Cuba. On’ the contrary, he 
reported "complete freedom of worship". 


He said that, as a Roman Catholic, he was "greatly distressed" to know that 
in the United States "even the bishops had joined in the false campaign about 
supposed religious persecution in Cuba . 


"What I find most charming about Cuba", he said, “is the poetic direction 
which the revolution maintains". He said he had become convinced during 
his visit that Cuban writers and artists now have "the proper climate for” 
creativity", and that this is reflected in the work of writers, painters, 
and architects, who "share with the most humble men and women of the people, 
the feeling of support and of solidarity with the revolution directed by 
Fidel Castro". EPS, Geneva 


FIRST AFRICAN MINISTER ELECTED PRESIDENT 
OF SOUTH AFRICAN METHODIST. CHURCH 


(Capetown) ~ The Methodist Church of South Africa, in one of the most sig- 
nificant actions in its history, has elected its first. African as head of 
the 1,364,000-member denomination, , 


Named president by a large majority at the Blst Methodist annual conference 
here was the Rev. Seth M. Mokitimi, warden of the Northern Cape Methodist 
Institute at Bensonvale and, one of the country's best known and respected 
African clergymen. 


His election was received with great acclaim by the white and non-white 
delegates at the sessions. Mr. Mokitimi polled 73 votes, while his nearest 
rival received 18. He succeeds the Rev. D- J. Dugmore of Capetown. 

EPS, Geneva 
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LAYMEN DEBATE ISSUE 
OF HUROPHAN UNITY 


(Brussels) -~ An organization of Western European Christian laymen met here 
last weekend for an informal exchange of ideas and opinions on fundamental 
questions of European unity. 


The occasion was the semixannual meeting of the Committee on Christian 
Responsibility for European Cooperation. Some 352leading government 
officials, economists, industrialists, educators and others participated. 


Although the Committee issued no official report of its discussions the con- 
sensus was that the three European communities - Euratom, the Common Market, 
and the Coal and Steel Community - face a "crisis of confidence" largely 
because ideas concerning next steps have been so lack-lustre no widespread 
support has developed, 


Despite all the confusion about the political form they may eventually 
take, however, the Committee agreed the three communities have maintained 
a remarkable degree of cohesion and deserve support and strengthening. 


Committee discussions concentrated in three areas: 


- The problem of the stalemate in political cooperation in Europe created 
by the French Government policy, particularly with regard to Great Britain's 
membership in the Common Market. (Although they had’ "serious objections" 
to de Gaulle's policies, Committee members noted no one else had come up 
with constructive alternatives, ) 


- The problem of negotiations with the USA on tariffs and trade. (The 
Committee viewed the forthcoming round of trade negotiations as a test case 
of the willingness of Europe to be a really constructive force in terms of 
its world responsibilities, ) 


- The controversy over the nuclear defence policy within the Altantic Alliance. 
(The Committee felt Burope should be a partner in forming and planning nuc- 
lear defence, but that this share in responsibility did not necessarily 

mean it should share. in ultimate control. It deplored the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons within NATO and said all countries should comply with the 

Test Ban Treaty.) 


Chairman of the Committee is Dr. C. L. Patijn, a member of the Dutch parl- 
lament. 


Members include M. André Philip, professor of economics at the University 

of Paris, former member of the French parliament; Dr. Walter Strauss, of 
Germany, a member of the Court of Justice for the European Communities. 

Dr. Max Kohnstamm, of the Netherlands, general secretary of the Action Group 
for the United States of Europe; and M. Jean Rey, member of the Commission 
for the Kuropean Economic Community. BPS, Geneva 


ISRAELI COURT UPHOLDS SENTENCE 
OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOL ASSAILANTS 


(Jerusalem) - A District Court here has upheld the sentence given by a 
nagistrate'scourtto ten ultra-Orthodox Jewish youths for rioting at Christian 
schools in Jaffa. 


Both sides in the case brought an appeal against the sentence - a suspended 

six-month term in prison and fines of $33 to $66. The prosecutor thought 

the sentence was too lenient, while the defence claimed it was too harsh. 
EPS, Geneva 
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GERMAN CHURCH WELCOMES POPE'S 
STRESS ON FORGIVENESS 
(Stuttgart) - The Bishops! Conference of the United Evangelical Lutheran 


Church in Germany (VELKD ) has hailed Pope Paul VI's emphasis on forgiveness 
in his address to the opening session of the Second Vatican Council as 


providing new hope for the eventual reunion of Christendom. (See EPS No.36). 


The bishops said their ehurch was anxious to se eke a new understanding based 
on the same kind of approach. 


. Thsy noted that it is particularly congenial to their church because of emph- 
.- asis in Reformed churches on the confession and forgiveness of sins. 


"Tf the whole of Christendom adopts this way of the Reformation as a movement 
of atonement, this will be an important step towards peek ceiel between 
the divided cHupenaant the statement said. EPS, Geneva 


EVANGELICAL CHURCHES USE DBACONS, 
LAYMEN TO GREAT ADVANTAGE 


(West Berlin) - Reports received here from Evangelical churches in East 
, Germany indicate an increasing amount of congregational responsibility being 
-Shouldered by laymen. 


Church sources here said some 900 aoe ahaa are serving East German congre,- 
gations without pastors. 


It also was reported that deacons are being assigned increasingly to assist 
in religious instruction as churches have been forced to transfer such 
“teaching from public schools to their own premises. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


"Repentance Action" campaign of the German churches has sent 23 young men 
and two young women to Skopje, Yugoslavia, to assist in the reconstruction 
of earthquake damage. Another group of eight young women has gone to’ 
Norway to do social service in welfare homes. ; 


* * * 


For the second time in nine months East German authorities have denied an 
entry permit to Pastor Martin Nicméller, head of the Evangelical Church 
of Hesse and Nassau. The noted West German churchman had been scheduled 
to’ attend bell dedication rites at a Protestant church in Erfurt. No 
reason was given for denying the permission, ; 


* * * 


NOTICE TO BPS READERS 


Single issues of some back copies of Ecumenical Press Souies are available 
for the cost of the postage. Write to EPS, c/o Information Department, 
World Council of Churches, Geneva, Switzerland. In ordering please specify 
exactly the date of the issue(s) required. 
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Dr. Laurence V. Kirkpatrick, 33, of New York City has been appointed acting 
general secretary of the World Convention of Churches of Christ (Disciples). 
He suceeeds Dr. Jesse M. Bader, general secretary and first president of the 
World Convention, who died in New York in August at the age of 77. The new 
executive has been an associate general secretary of the World Convention 
Since last January 1. Before that he was associate secretary of the North 
American office of the interdenominational World Council of Christian 
Education. 


* * * 


Thirty young Africans are in Denmark for a year of study in a programme con- 
ducted by the Danish Committee for Aid to Developing Countries, Host for 
the project is the Danish Baptist Union. The young people are being accom- 
modated in private houses. Their travelling expenses are being paid by the 
Danish Government, while the Baptist Union is responsible for their main- 
tenance. This is the first time that money has been granted from the State 
Fund for Aid to Developing Countries for a project carried out by a church 
institution. 

¥ %* 


The Ecumenical Patriarch has named Mgr. Polyefetos, former Bishop of Tropaiou, 
Greece, as Metropolitan of the Greek Orthodox Church in Germany. 


* * * 


A book on "The Missionary Structure of the Congregation", a study being 
conducted by the World Council of Churches! Department on Studies in Evangel- 
ism, has been published in the USA by the National Council of Churches, 
Entitled "Where in the World ?", its author is Dr. Colin Williams, an 
Australian, who is chairman of the WCC Department and director of the NCC 
Central Department of Evangelism. The 116-page volume, which reviews results 
of the study thus far, is intended for use by local congregations. 


* * * 


The Muslim community on the island of Sibutu in the Philippines has built an 
air-strip so that a plane can land once a week near Sibutu's Roman Catholic 
high school, The new air-strip also enables Bishop Vincent McSorley, O.M.I., 
Vicar Apostolic of Jolo, who five years ago founded the high school, the only 
one on the island, to make weekly contact with the missions scattered through- 
out the Sulu province. His plane also brings in emergency supplies and 

flies out persons who are seriously ill, 


* * * 


For the first time in eight centuries, a parish church has been erected in 
Denmark entirely by voluntary labour of its parishioners. some 1OO members 
of the Bistrup Lutheran congregation in North Zealand - none of them builders 
by trade - worked weekday evenings for a year vO .Gonstruct the churchvand 
related buildings. They embarked on the unique undertaking after finding 
their building plans held up because of a shortage of trained construction 
workers. Cash cost of the new structures amounted to only 230,000 crowns 
eee while the members! contributed labour was valued at 190,000 crowns 
$27,550). - . 


* * * 
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The Presbyterian Church of Australia has made a strong plea to France to 
cancel its planned nuclear weapons testing in the South Pacific’. The 
church's General Assembly warned the French Government that the tests would 
be a "violation of: the will of the world's people". 


* * * 


A three-year study of campus ministries across the United States has been 
- announced by the Danforth Foundation. Estimated cost of the study is 
$165,000. It will survey the work of campus pastors and examine student 
ministries in relation to the total academic community and the churches, 
Though focusing primarily on Protestant campus ministries, it also will 
examine relationships with Roman Catholic and Jewish campus groups. 


* * * 


The foundation stone for a new Baptist church in Budapest, Hungary, was laid 
in a special servioe October 22. The new house of worship, which has been 

in the planning stage for two years, will be the only Baptist church in the 

Buda part of the city, whereas there are 20 on the Pest side of the Danube. 

The Southern Baptist Convention (USA), is helping finance the building pro- 

Jeet. 


* * ee 


The Provincial Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria has issued 
a statement stressing the value of human life regardless of mental or physical 
handicaps. No one is "unfit to live" it said speaking specifically of 
“thalidomide children", Buthanasia is'a& serious wrong" and Bon af society 

is Eeeponesh Le for the care of such persons. 


* * * 


The first "Bulletin" of the All Africa Conference of Churches has been pub- 
lished at AACC headquarters, Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia. 


Dey atean ae 


Complete religious freedom for all believers in the predominantly Roman 
Catholic Argentina was pledged bythe nation's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. 
Miguel A. Zavala Ortiz, in a speech at the installation of a new under- 
secretary of cults. 


Te * 


Members of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA will be asked to con- 
tribute to a special fund to aid the victims of the nation's struggle for 
racial justice. A minimum of $500,000 will be sought through a special 
offering in the denomination's 9,200 churches on Race Relations Sunday, next 
February 9. 


CORRECTION 


EPS erred in an "In Brief" item last week (No 39 - October 25) in listing the 
areas covered by the dioceses of two Anglican bishops recently consecrated by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury. The Rt. Rev. K. W. Howell was consecrated 


as Bishop in Chile with Bolivia. The Rt. Rev. C. J. Tucker was consecrated 
as Bishop in Argentina, and Hastern South America with the Falkland 
Islands. EPS, Geneva 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


ASIAN CHURCHES NEED OVERALL PLAN OF WORK AND WITNESS, 
SAYS JOINT WCC /BACC INTER-CHURCH AID CONSULTATION 


(Hong Kong) = The belief that it is possible for the churches in most Asian 
countries to develop an overall plan of work and witness, selecting the areas 
in which they will spend their strength and their resources, was affirmed in 
the official statement from the 80 participants in the joint wec /BACC Consul- 
tation on inter-church aid that has been meeting here for the past seven days. 


The Consultation, sponsored by the World Council of Churches! Division of 
inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service in conjunction with the Hast 
Asia Christian Conference was the first to be held in Asia. It was one of 


a series of regional consultations which the Division plans to hold in various 
parts of the world. 


The report from the Consultation, which will be forwarded to the Divisional 
Committee of DICARWS and to the member churches of the HACC, affirms that if 
national strategies were agreed to in each country, the whole matter of sel- 


ecting inter-church aid projects in terms of priorities would be seen in a 
totally new perspective. 


During the week-long meeting debates took place on a number of issues of 
major concern for inter-church aid work; much time was spent in group: studies; 
the participants were taken to see many ecumenical projects in Hong Kong 

‘where. about one-half of the 3,500,000 people are refugees; and the entire 
Consultation took place against a background of Bible study and worship. 


The agreed report sets out to express the mind of the Consultation on the 
major issues that came before it. 


In the forefront of all the discussions was the ongoing revolution in the 
Asian countries. This was seen not only in political terms - of the polit- 
ical revolution by which Asian countries have achieved, or are achieving, 
their independence and freedom - but also as economic in character. 


"Perhaps most important is the social:aspect of the revolution", the report 
deciares,. "This manifests itself in comprehensive planning and affects the 
total life of the nations, in both the urban and rural areas. The structure, 
the nature of society itself, are in process of change. 


"Hitherto the people of Asia have lived in separated communities of caste, 
religion, race, or region, but now a new idea of community, seen in both the 
neighbourhood and. the national community, is being created. 


"Almost all Asian nations have accepted the idea that it is the function of 
government to care for the total welfare of the. people. This raises the 
important question of whether the voluntary agencies, including the churches, 
are willing and able to make the necessary adjustments both in the form and 
the concept of their work. We must face the fact that religious and other 
community groups have been awakened to the needs and opportunities of service. 


"Furthermore, social service is now a professional skill. The relationship 
of motivation, skill, and goal has hardly begun to occupy the attention of 
the churches yet. Nor has there been sufficient time for the churches to 


consider what new opportunities and problems are placed before them by 
changes in the Roman Catholic Church occasioned by the second Vatican Council. 


"All such factors create a background of change and uncertainty as we think 
about the forms of inter-church aid in Asia. In such.a situation the churches 
must be alert to the opportunities, and to the dangers, of cooperating with 

the state." 
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The report stressed that everywhere there is a need for more and better 
qualified leaders. It sees in the scholarship programmes of the WCC and 

the BACC, as well as the major emphases of the churches in almost every Asian 
country, an awareness of this. 


"Another aspect of our situation", the report goes on, “which is common to the 
whole regien, is the inadequate Lo eRenE of our congregations in the work 
that is represented and symbolised by inter-church aid. Among us, service 
has developed in such a way that it is identified as something related to 
large institutions and in some countries to the spectacular achievements of 

a few individuals. We are aware of our failure in our witness to our Lord 
until as a whole people in every local place we are actively engaged in show- 
ing His compassion." 


The consultants acknowledged that they have become accustomed to planning a 
few projects together, but add:  "Kach of us.as churches. is aware that our 
major attention is still devoted to the things we do apart from our neighbour- 
hood churches. We have felt moved at the Consultation, and we believe by 

the Holy Spirit, to begin thinking of a form, of obedience in which we would 
share our life together in such a way that, however it was organized, it 
would be manifestly one life in each place. 


"This would certainly mean that many works of service and evangelism would be 
undertaken cooperatively, but it could also mean that many others would be 
undertaken by one church or one agency on behalf of all, but by common consent. 


"We are agreed in our opposition to any suggestion that the Christian pro- 
clamation and the Christian service of love are in any way an antithesis to 
one another, Our task is a single one, to build the local congregation so 


that it shall be both an evangelizing community and deeply involved in a life 
of service. 


"Christian service should be a demonstration of the Gospel, and while it can 
be so perverted that it becomes an escape from the obligation to evangelize, 
it is equally true that preoccupation with so-called evangelism can be an 
escape from the obligation to serve. In a few piaces of Asia, service is of 
necessity the main form of Christian witness. We are certainly agreed that 
the main form of Christian service with which we are engaged in inter-church 
aid is an identifiable part of our witness to the wholeness of the Gospel as 
it is in Jesus Christ." 


The report agreed that material aid programmes are, and will remain, a signif- 
icant responsibility of the churches in an area where hunger and poverty 
exist on a massive scale, But it added: 


"Obviously such aid is of maximum importance in those frequent times of emer- 

gency when many thousands of people are suddenly thrown to the verge of 

starvation. But even in such cases, as in all others, the need for relief 
to merge in rehabilitation must be kept constantly in mind. 


"We have had much discussion about the danger of material aid becoming the 
major emphasis in our Christian service, We have heard some accounts of 

the corruption that is involved in mass programmes of material aid and the 
damage that can be done when the distribution is made the responsibility of 
individuals or congregations whose general situation is such that the work 
‘imposes an intolerable burden. Except in rare cases, however, we believe 
that the implication is not that the whole programme should be cancelled, but 
that it should be brought under such restriction, and so organized, that this 
element of danger is avoided." 
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The report affirmed that DICARWS's Project List represents a most significant 
means by which the churches of the whole world can strengthen one another in 
service. It sees in these projects the opportunity for a vital partnership 
in the use of resources to meet the needs of the Christian community through- 
out the world. But it stressed that the projects will have a real meaning 
only when Asian Christians feel that they can, out of their limited resources, 
answer the challenge of these ecumenical undertakings. The Project List 
must not be interpreted as something for Western churches to respond to, but 
all of the body of Christ, the report stressed. 


It continued: "We are conscious that in selecting projects we have to think 
increasingly in terms of helping the churches to participate more effectively 
in the rapidly changing life of their own communities. We believe that some 
projects embodying the traditional forms of Christian service should certainly 
be retained in the listing. But we must look for new areas of social service 
in which we may pioneer, and we must encourage Christian laymen to serve not 
only in Christian institutions but in secular institutions as well." 


The report called for safeguards against imposing large operations upon church 
structures which are not strong enough to carry them along with their existing 
work. It suggested that large operations should be carried not by any 
existing Christian committee structure but by a more representative community 
agency or board established on Christian initiative. The consultants agreed 
that wherever possible a wider range of technical competence should be invol- 
ved in projects, both from within and from outside the churches. 


"It is our conviction", the report said, "that some kind of local participation 
of a significant size should be a pre-requisite of all projects. LG aes 
suggested that National Councils of Churches should urge their member 

churches to invite their congregations once every year to interest themselves 
in the work of inter-church aid." 


The report ended with these words: "The call of the Asian churches is not to 
power, or to influence or prestige. We must be ready to lose the possibility 
of all these that we may find our life. It is a call to be a dispersed and 


servant people throughout the life of the new Asia: that in every sphere of 
iife, and in every part of the rapidly changing society, there may be seen 
the Taret fruits of the victory of ‘God in Christ Jesus." HPS, Geneva 
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APPENDIX I 


(Following is a translation from the original German of a summary by 
Professor Edmund Schlink of an address given by him on the Protestant. view- 
point of the discussion on the Schema "De Eoclesia" at the second session 
of the Second Vatican Council at a press conference in Rome on October Big) 


The tremendous importance of the Schema in the present ecumenical situation 


The discussion of this Schema is of extreme importance because up to the 
present the dogma of the Church has remained strangely undeveloped in all 
parts of Christendom, and this has left open greater opportunities for the 
interconfessional conversation about the Church than in the case of other 
Questions of Christian doctrine, Amid the new ecumenical trend of our time, 
the theology of all churches has made extensive use of these opportunities. 
This has given rise to quite new aspects for the understanding of the Church, 
and many people have the impression that the opportunities which this pre- 
sents for reaching deeper agreements have by no means been exhausted. The 
ecumenical dialogue is still in full Swing, also here at the Vatican Counsil. 
If inthis situation dogma is to be pronounced concerning the nature of the 
Church, it will depend upon the content of the dogmatic pronouncements whether 
this is conducive towards rapprochement between the churches, or whether it 
proves to be an obstacle to such rapprochement. 


The positive importance of the Schema for the Roman church 


If we first examine the importance of the Schema for the Roman church itself, 
many statements must be mentioned which are altogether positive, from the 
Protestant point of view. This applies to the "heilsgeschichtlich" approach 
in speaking about the Church. It applies also to the express inclusion of 
a large number of concepts and images used in the New Testament to deseribe 
the Church. Other factors which are to be welcomed are the break- up of 
centralisation by a reconsideration of the relationship between the Pope 
and the bishops in view of the New Testament concept of community, and the 
attempt to work out the function of the laity in the church. Admittedly, 
the Conciliar Fathers expressed all kinds of criticisms in the discussions: 
some of them thought that the Schema describes the Church in a way that is 
too-static,: and not sufficiently dynamic, They also thought that the 
Schema should make it clearer that poverty and suffering ‘are part of the 
nature of the Church which is a true disciple of its Lord. Other objections 
were also raised, In addition, the Protestant theologian will wish that 
more thought might be given to the New Testament statements, especially 
to what they say about the unity of the Church as a community of spiritual 
gifts, and about the many different approaches in the New Testament to the 
order of the ministries and to the relationship between the ministry and 
the. congregation. But despite all this criticism, the fact must not be 
overlooked that this Schema brings out more clearly the New Testament concepts 
than the First Vatican Council did. Thus the Schema leaves room for new 
impulses, and presents opportunities for more intensive action by the Church 
in its concrete application to the tasks of the present day. 


Criticism of the Schema'ts statements about the relation of the Roman church 
a a me 
to Christendom as a whole 


How does the Schema Her SE NGO ie relation of the Roman church to the other 
churches ? Here the crucial point is the solemn credal statement, that the 
one holy, catholic, apostolic Church is the church directed by the Roman Pope, 
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thus identifying the Church of God with the Roman church. Nothing is said 
in the Schema about the churches outside the Roman church. Mention is made 
only of non-Catholic Christians as individuals, but not of non-Catholic 
churches. If the fact is recognised. that such individual non-Catholic 
Christians are connected with the Church, this means that they are connected 
with the Roman church. It is not as members of the church to which they 
belong, but through their connection with the Roman church, that they can ‘ 
obtain salvation. This connection is based on baptism which, even when 
received outside the Roman church, is identical with the a wereal conferred 
by the Roman church. This connection is also based on the "votum ecclesiae" 
- the desire for the one Church, whereby the longing for unity which. pre- 
occupies non-Roman Christians is iriterpreted as longing for the Roman church 
under the jursidiction of the Pope. 


Needless to say, non-Roman Christendom feels that these statements fail to 
understand it. For non-Roman Christendom consists not merely of individual 
Christians, but of churches. Non-Roman Christians are certain of salvation 
as members of their own churches. It is not through the Roman church, but 
through their own church, that they have received baptism, and that they have 
come to the faith through the Gospel. Their "votum ecclesiae" therefore 
must not be misunderstood. They are ‘not longing to become members of the 
Roman church; ‘but as members of their own church they are longing for their 
own church to have fellowship with the other churches, including the Roman. 
-church. In its present form, therefore, the Schema seems to Protestants, 
and also to Orthodox Christians, to be more Roman than Catholic. It would 
undoubtedly be a disappointment for the rest of Christendom if it were 
accepted in this form as'a dogmatic "constitutio" and proclaimed as. it stands. 


Resultant obstacles to the ecumenical coalescence of the separated parts of 


Christendom 


If the Schema's statements about non-Roman Christendom were accepted by the 
Vatican Council and proclaimed by the Pope, they would certainly have the 
status of dogma imposing obligations upon the whole future policy of the 
Roman church with regard to other churches. But the practical consequences 
which would arise from these statements would make an ecumenical rapprochement 
much more difficult. Since the Schema regards non-Roman Christians as 
already connected with the Roman church through their.own desire and through 
baptism, and since their participation in the means of grace is incomplete 
(because they are outside the Roman church), these non-Roman Christians will 
have to be influenced to leave their own churches and to become members of 
the Roman church, It is only through conversion that they can become real 
members of the one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. Roman Catholic | 
ecumenism would then be nothing but the effort to absorb the rest eh ieee 
Christendom. And it would undoubtedly be Utopian to imagine that the unity 
of the churches could be brought about in this way. 


The concept held by the ecumenical movement is entirely different. It does 

not envisage absorption of the divided Christians by one of the existing 
churches; its aim is fellowship between the divided. churches. It does 

not aim at converting the other church to its own church, but ‘at “breaking > 

down the barriers between the divided churches. This process of "opening 

up" begins by avoiding exaggeration in dogma and church-law, and as far as 
possible removing strains on the relationship caused by prosélytism, res- 
trictions on religious liberty, conflicts in the mission fields, :and. an 

obdurate attitude with regard to mixed marriages. Its aim is that the 

churches should grow closer together. i? 
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Does the Schema do justice to the ecumenical insights within the Roman church 


itself s 


The Schema therefore does not do justice to the ecumenical movement which has 
started in Christendom, But the question must also be asked: does the 
Schema do justice to the ecumenical impulses which are still alive within 

the Roman church itself ? Here also is there not an urge, both among the 
laity and among theologians, for fellowship with the other churches in mutual 
giving and receiving ? Within the Roman church is there not a respect for 
the other churches as churches, instead of forcing them into unity with the 
Roman church ? Are there not some Roman Catholics who, when praying for 
unity, are fully prepared for that unity to come in the way, and in the form, 
that God may choose ? 


Phe decision still to be taken 


- At present one can only ask questions. For the struggle about the Schema 
is still in full swing, and no decision has yet been taken concerning the 
Roman church's future concept of ecumenism. It is legitimate to expect that 


the Schema will undergo considerable improvements before it is accepted by 
the Council and announced by the Pope. HPS, Geneva 
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MALAGASY CHURCHES 
MOVE TOWARDS UNION 


(Tananarive ) - The full Union Committee of the Churches of the North of 
Madagascar has just completed its latest series of meetings here. This 
committee is seeking ways and means of bringing together the following 
-churches: the Church of Christ in Madagascar (ex London Missionary 
Society); the Evangelical Church of Madagascar (ex Paris Evangelical 
Mission); and the Malagasy Friends Church (ex Friends Service Council). 


A spokesman said after the meetings: "These have been the best series of 
conversations so far, there is reasonable hope that next year may see the 
crowning of fifteen years of talking and praying", 


A theological basis for the United Church has already been accepted and a 
full plan for union has been discussed in great detail, The full commit- 
tee has now asked the continuing body to draw up a basic constitution which 
can be more fully worked out after union has been achieved, A time. limit 
of one year has been set for the production of this first draft constitution. 


Other achievements of the union committee and the churches over the years 
have included development of a united liturgy, united church periodicals, 
and a free exchange of ministry and membership, : 


i i i i \ isti iati - World Young 
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Plans have also been completed for two other united projects. It is expec- 
ted that work will begin very shortly on the buildings for the new united 
theological seminary and faculty to be completed with the assistance of the 
Theological Education Fund of the World Council of Churches. The other 
project which has been planned for some years is the completion of the 
revision of the united hymn-book. It is hoped this will appear early 

next year. ' - EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN CHURCH STRENGTHENS 
CHRISTIAN UNITY COMMISSION 


(Moscow) - The Russian Orthodux Church, citing increasing progress in the 
ecumenical field, has strengthened the composition and structure of its Holy 
synod's Commas tion on Questions of Christian Unity. 


Metropolitan Nicodim of Leningrad and Ladoga, chief of the Moscow Patriar- 
Chate's Department of External Affairs, announced here that the commission 
will be made up of high-ranking bishops and priests whose field has been 
that of contact with foreign churches. 


He also pointed out that half of the members occupy ponte placing them in 
Girect contack wa th foreign churchmen, while the other half hold posts imp- 
ortant to the’ foreign relations of the Moscow Patriarchate,. Three theol- 
Ogical académies are also represented. 


Strengthening of the commission was approved in August by the Holy Synod; 
however, the announcement was deferred until appointments were made by 
Metropolitan Nicodinm. 


The Metropolitan told newsmen that the decision came “in light of the growing 
bond between Christians which was demonstrated at the celebration of the 

5Oth anniversary of the Patriarch Alexei as a bishop". The World Council 

of Churches, the Vatican, and several churches sent representatives to this 
celebration. 


The Russian Orthodox Church became a member of the World Council of Churches 
in November, 1961, Since then it has established a SEOwLRS number of strong 
contacts with churches in other countries, Bios 


The commission will include: 


Metropolitan John, Exarch of oetn and South Amertoas Archbishop Kyprian, 
-Ianager of the Moscow Patriarchate: Archbishop Sergei of Berlin, Bxarch of 
Middle Europe; Archbishop Anthony, Exarch of Western Europe; Bishop 
Alexei of Tallin, Metropolitan Nicodim's deputy in the church's foreign 
department; and Bishop Vladimir, permanent: Russian Orthodox Church rep- 
resentative at the Geneva headquarters of the Warld Council of Churches, 


Also Archpriest Ruzhitsky, rector of the Moscow Theological Academy; 
Archpriest Speransky, rector of the Leningrad Theological Academy; 
Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, another deputy of Metropolitan Nicodim in the 
foreign department; Archimandrite Antony, rector of the Odessa Theological 
Seminary; Archimandrite Juvenalis, chief of the Russian Orthodox Mission 
in Jerusalem; and Archimandrite Philaret, inspector of the Moscow Theological 
Academy, at Zagorsk, who was named the commission's secretary. 

EPS, Geneva 


rr 
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BAST GERMAN CHRISTIANS REPORTED 
THRIVING "IN A SPIRITUAL WAY" 


(Chicago) = Christianity is thriving "in a spiritual way' in East Germany 
to a greater extent than in West Germany, a West Berlin churchman said here. 


Dr. Julius Rieger, one of 10 Protestant theologians from Germany on a month- 
long tour of US congregations as guests of the United Church of Christ, said 
at a press conference that suppression of normal church-life activities has 

intensified individual faith, 


The churchman, who is superintendent of Berlin-Schéneberg for the Evangelical 
Church of the Union, said the traditional position of the church as the 
centre of the village has been abolished in East Germany. 


But, he added, faithful Christians in the state-controlled agricultural 
production teams have found "new ways of exercising their Christianity ... 
new ways to live Christian lives." 


He commented that the West could profit from the example of the faithful 
in Hast Germany. 


"Always the church that is living under tyranny and under persecution 

mobilises spiritual power which churches under normal circumstances do not 
exhibit", Dr. Rieger said when asked to compare the status of Hast and West 
German churches, EPS, Geneva 


COMMUNION SERVICES OF DIFFERENT TRADITIONS 
TO BE HELD IN COVENTRY CHAPEL OF UNITY 


(Coventry) - Services of Holy Communion are to be held for the first time in 
the Chapel of Unity of Coventry Cathedral, 


The Joint Council of the Christian Service Centre of the Cathedral has 
amended its constitution to permit the holding of such services, and a French 
warden from the Protestant brotherhood community at Taizé, France, has been 
appointed to further the work. 


The decisions were made at a meeting from which it was announced that the 
celebrations would take place "under exactly the same discipline as services 
elsewhere". This will be made clear on printed notices of invitation. i 


The first Communion service in the Chapel of Unity will take place during 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity next January. Tt ts intended that’ 
there will be a monthly celebration with an invited congregation ~ the 
majority members of the "celebrating denomination", so that it is "a real 
celebration of that tradition", 


The other members of the congregation may 'either participate fully or-join 
prayerfully in the service without receiving the elements". The course they 
follow will depend on the form of invitation which can be given; and whether 
or not they are “ree to receive Communion from a celebrant of the celebrating 
denomination, 


The Chapel of Unity has frequently been the subject of controversy. In 
November last year, a former president of the Methodist Conference, Dr. E. 
Benson Perkins, alleged that it was being used only as a room for prayer and 
meditation, and had not yet fulfilled the original intention of being a place 
where the individual denominations might celebrate the Holy Communion aecord- 
ing to their own rites. . 


Last March The Modern Churchman claimed that the chapel "fossilises the 
movement towards Church unity at a particularly unhappy stage, and, if all goes 
well, will one day be regarded as a monument to the folly of men". 

BPS, Geneva 
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ORTHODOX AWAIT VATICAN RESPONSE 
ON !FULL EQUALITY! IN DIALOGUE 


(Istanbul) - The beginning of a dialogue between Eastern Orthodoxy and the 
Roman Catholic Church awaits only word from Rome agreeing that discussions 
will be on a basis of "full equality", Metropolitan Meliton of Heliopolis 
and Theira, member of the Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, declared in 
an interview here, 


The Metropolitan was chairman of the Pan-Orthodox Conference at Rhodes, 
Greece, last September, at which delegates of ten Orthodox shurches unanim- 
ously endorsed a proposal for unity dialogue "on equal terms", Although 
the Orthodox Church in Greece declined to send delegates to that conference, 
its bishops later agreed unanimously to the dialogue. (See EPS No. 36) 


"Orthodoxy has made a huge step towards the reconciliation of the Christian 
world by its concrete action towards starting a dialogue with the Roman 
Catholic Church", Metropolitan Meliton told the correspondent of an Athens 
newspaper. EPS, Geneva 


PRIEST URGES INTERRELIGIOUS MEETING 
ON WORLD'S POPULATION PROBLEMS 


(Notre Dame, Irid.) - A plea for a White House interreligious conference pa hig 
a discussion of measures to help underdeveloped countries "deal effectively 
with their urgent pupulation prublems" has been made by a noted Roman 
Gatholie theologian and author. 


In his second article on birth control to appear simultaneously in leading 
Roman Catholic and Protestant magazines, Father John A. O'Brien of Notre Dame 
University also reiterated a previous proposal that the US National Institute 
of Health conduct "a crash research programme in human reproduction in all 
its phases", 


He asserted that the two recommendations twill go a long way towards solving 
the population problem and will thus end the controversy on both birth con- 
trol and the population problem not only in our country but also in the 
under- developed countries as well. 


ie Be Abate: time to close ranks", he ikea sea "time ta end the cold war and to 
work together as brothers and good neighbours". 


Entitled "Let's End the War over Birth Control", the article appeared in 
Ave Maria, published here by the Congregation of the Holy Cross, and in 


The Christian Century, ecumenical weekly published in Chicago. An earlier 
article, "Family Planning in an Exploding Population", appeared in the same 
periodicals last August and attracted wide interest. EPS, Geneva 


INDIAN STATE REJECTS BILL 
BARRING CONVERSION ACTIVITY 


(Bhopal, India) - The Madhya Pradesh State legislature has rejected a bill 
that would have prevented oonversions by Christian foreign missionaries. 


Introduced’ last April by a member of an extremist Hindu group, the bill was 


defeated by a voice vote. The bill accused foreign missionaries of spreading 


anti-national propaganda and making converts by offering money or illegal 
inducements. 


However Chief Minister D. P. Mishra said he thought the. bill was unconstit- 


utional and. beyond the competence of, the legislature. Other members, inc- 
luding Education Minister S. D. Sharma, also opposed the bill as unconstit- 


utional. BPS, Geneva 


_ Kis =” uf 


et tea eT 


— 


No. 41 - 8th November, 1963 | 5 


POWER OF BISHOPS BACKED 
BY VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome) - The Second Yatioan Council has taken a significant step towards 
increasing the authority and influence of bishops in relation to the power 
of the Pope. 


A vote on four separate points approved the principle that the bishops con- 
Stitute a college, which, in union with the Pope, has full and sovereign 
power over the church and that this power is given by divine right and not 
at the will of the Pope. 


The vote however, is not binding in any way. It was taken merely for the 
guidance of ‘the Theological Commission in its preparation of the final text 
on the Schema "De Ecclesia" dealing with the nature of the Church. 


But the fact that in only one of the four test votes did the nays total as 
many as 400 indicates the minds of the Council fathers on the subject and 
has led churchmen to agree that an historic step has been taken. 


It is a step which could conceivably lead to a change in the method of 
choosing the Pope, now elected by a cwo-thirds vote of the Sacred College 
of Cardinals. 


The issue is the unfinished business of the Vatican Council which was inter- 
rupted in 1870 after defining the infallibility of the Pope. It left the 
rights and nature of the episcopate undefined. 


The four points concerned with the collegiality issue were: 


bs The sacramentality of bishops: that the episcopal consecration con- 
stitutes the highest grade of holy orders. Approved DY ep bea eO 1.94 « 


o's That every bishop is a member of the body of bishops, Approved 
2,094 to 104. 


56 That the college of bishops in union with the Pope enjoys full and 
Supreme powers over the church. Approved 1,808 to 336. 


4. The power belongs to the college in union with the Pope by divine 
right. RpMrOVEGa ints fucco OG. 


A fifth vote approved by 1,588 to 525 the establishment of a permanent order 
of deacons in areas where they could be useful. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH ACTS TO STOP 
AID TO SEGREGATED CONGREGATIONS 


(New Orleans, La. ) = A move to apply economic pressure to desegregate con- 
gregations and institutions of the United Church of Christ was Bos here by 
the denomination's Board for Homeland Ministries. 


Directors of the board voted unanimously to approve no new applications for 
financial aid to segregated churches after next July l. 


.After that date, the officials stated, "building loans and grants will be 
extended only to those churches and conferences (state and regional organ- 
izations) which have adopted a policy of open membership without peated tt 
ation because of race CEE ONT PY ona gravee 


It was specified that the deadline applies to construction grants and loans 
to established churches and also financial aid for the development of new 
churches. HPS, Geneva 
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$48,000 ASKED FOR 
WORLD YOUTH PROJECTS IN 1964 


(Geneva) - Christian youth around the world will be asked to contribute 
$48,000 in 1964 to underwrite aid to a variety of youth programmes in some 
25 countries. | 


The sum is requested for 39 separate items listed in the annual Project List 
issued this week by World Youth Projects, a joint programme of the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches and the World Council of 
Christian Education and Sunday School Association. 


In 1963 youth groups in 28 countries. contributed a total of $40,340 through 
the programme. 


The largest portion of the total requests this year are from the Continent © 
of Africa, which is asking for $20,870 followed by Latin America with ask- 
ings of $9,550 and Burope with $9,034. 


Of the total requests, the greatest number - 13 - are for aid in supporting 
secretaries for ecumenical youth work, Six are for general youth work 
programmes, five for leadership training, and four for youth publications. 


All of the projects listed have received the approval of the National 
Christian Council or other appropriate agency in the country concerned, 


Miss Lucy Griffiths, Projects secretary, described the programme as "basic- 
ally an exchange of money which involves youth in a mutual sharing of their 
resources to develop and strengthen ecumenical youth work around the world". 


She noted that the steadily increasing amount of support each year is indic- 
ative of the growing number of young people who wish to share actively in 
the world mission of the Church. EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH LEADERS AT DACHAU 
HONOUR MEMORY OF NAZI VICTIMS 


(Dachau, Germany) - Leaders of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) will 
gather here on November 9, on the site of the infamous Dachau concentration 
camp to pay honour to the memory of victims of Nazi persecution. 


The memorial service will be held on the 25th anniversary of what has become 
known as "Crystal Night" - the night of raids by Nazi storm troopers of 
Jewish-owned shops and stores along Berlin's Kurftirstendammwhich touched off 
whole-scale annihilation of German Jews. 


"Twenty-five years ago today", says a message to be read by Dr. Kurt Scharf, 
HKD President, "the Jewish synagogues in our towns were burnt down. That 
was the signal for annihilating our Jewish fellow-citizens ... who had 
already been ostracized and persecuted. 


"Here in Dachau today we commemorate the memory of all the victims of 
National-Socialism, especially the Jews and Christians who took part in the 
resistance movement and other political opponents of the reign of terror ... 


"Before speaking of our own problems, of evacuation, hunger, opposition, 
division, or injustice, we must recognize our own guilt. We must pray to 
God for forgiveness and seek reconciliation with Him ...'! 


A Church of the Atonement is to be erected by the EKD at Dachau in memory 

of Nazi victims. Here Dr. Scharf said "we will obey the call to.repentance 
and conversion. Here we will seek God's forgiveness through the atoning 
power of the blood of Christ ... Here we will appeal to all men to be recon- 
ciled with one another and to work for international peace", EPS, Geneva 
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OUTLOOK IMPROVING FOR 
SPANISH PROTESTANTS 


(Kassel, Germany) - Steady improvement in the position of Protestants in 
Spain was reported by Dr. Gutiérrez-Marin, president of the Spanish Evangel- 
ical Church in a speech here. 


He said that Protestant churches are now permitted to post notices of the 
time and place of services and that recently a major newspaper published 
the report of an address by: a, Protestant speaker. 


However, he noted that the legal position of Protestants in Spain probably 
will not be settled until the Vatican Council makes known its position on 
Teligious liberty. 


Meanwhile, he said, Protéstants in Spain have already been given the oppor- 

tunity to express an opinion on a proposed new law which would grant them 

full equality of rights and would permit them to hold government positions. 
EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN AND RUSSIAN CHURCHMEN 
REPORT SUCCESSFUL CONVERSATIONS 


(Frankfurt) - Conversations between the Russian Orthodox Church and the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) have been satisfactory and plans have 
been made to continue them soon, Dr. Adolf Wischmann, chief of the HKD 
Foreign Office, said on his return here from Moscow last week. 


«Dr. Wischmann was the leader of the German church group which visited the 
USSR for seven days of conversations with Russian Orthodox leaders. The 
conversations on theological issues were the second in a series started in 
1959 at Arnoldshain, Germany. 


A communiqué issued jointly here and in Moscow stressed the 'sood prospects" 
for future meetings. 


it stated that "both unity and differences in views on some theological 
problems" had been noted during the talks, but that "both sides will make 
Sincere efforts to open the way for future objective examination of the 
questions in dispute in the spirit of Christian freedom and in obedience to 
divine revelation", HPS, Geneva 


SCOTTISH BAPTISTS VOTER 
NOT TO REJOIN WCC 


(Glasgow) - Delegates to the annual assembly of Scottish Baptists here have 
voted not to re-join the World Council of Churches. The Baptist Union of 
Scotland held membership in the WCC until 1955. The action came in a-vote of 
316 to 59 approving a report prepared by a committee appointed to study the 
question. 


"The unity which is envisaged in the New Testament is the gift of the Holy 
Spirit", the repprt said. "The unity which Christ proposes for his people 
is neither external nor organizational - but spiritual, and this unity the 
Christian community already has in Christ". 


It added that "the subject of Christian unity and its suitable expression from 
time to time should be the earnest concern of our whole constituency", but 
declared: "At this juncture the well-being of the denomination would be better 
served by continuing in disaffiliation". Latest statistics available list 
some 20,000 communicant members of the Union. EFS, Geneva 
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WCC REVISES PLANS FOR 
DAM DISASTER SURVIVORS 


(Geneva) - Revised plans for the rehousing of survivors of the Italian 
Dolomite Valley dam disaster have been announced by ‘the World Council of 
Churches following consultation with Italian government and church officials. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, European secretary of the WCC!s Division of 
_Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service said the revision is required 
in view of the limited funds allocated by WCC churches for the Italian 
disaster. 


Originally it was hoped to establish a community of some twenty or thirty 
houses at Cimolais on the opposite side of the mountain from the disaster 
area. 


Dr. Williams said the new plan is to provide housing as quickly as possible 
for ten to fifteen families who have decided to leave the mountain area and 
settle near Pordenone, work is available at Pordenone and the erection of 
pre-fabricated housing will enable the families to be moved immediately out 
of temporary accommodation on the mountain. The houses will be donated 
directly to families, The ground will be provided by the Italian state. 
EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY PROPOSES 
ANGLICAN-ORTHODOX TALKS 


(Istanbul ) - The resumption of talks between the Anglican and Orthodox 
churches is proposed in a letter received here by the Ecumenical Patriarch 
from the Archbishop of Canterbury. 


An announcement said the Patriarch will communicate the proposal to the 
autocephalous Orthodox churches for their consideration. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury had first suggested the opening of dialogue 
between the churches when he visited the Ecumenical Patriarch last year. 


Their last important conversations date back to the year 1921, but contacts 
Since then have been frequent and friendly. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN PRELATE'S FAREWELL MESSAGE 
CITES DANGERS OF RACE SEGREGATION 


(Capetown) - Anglican Archbishop Joost de Blank of Capetown, in a farewell 
letter to his parishioners before retirement, has pledged that he would "pray 
and work for South Africa the rest of my life for this land has become part 
of me. its people of all races have wound themselves around my heart and 
their fortunes will be my fortunes and their sorrows mine." 


At the same time, however, the Anglican prelate again sharply condemned South 
Africa's racial segregation policies as he has done on many previous occasions. 
If these policies, "which have won the outright condemnation of all sane 
Christians everywhere are not ended", he warned, "they will lead the country 

to certain disaster." Archbishop de Blank referred to the Suppression of 
Communism Act which gives the government extraordinary powers whenever it 
declares a national "emergency". He said that those who should be imprisoned 
under the law "are not those struggling for human dignity, but those who make 
communism attractive to thousands of our brethren by equating it in their minds 
with human decency and honour. . 
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"This 1s a great. betrayal of our time", he continued, "and will bring its 
inevitable nemesis ... I have not ceased to warn you = not without tears - 
and I warn you again. Now is the day of salvation. Tomorrow may be 

too late", The archbishop added that although South Africa's "feet are on 
a dangerous slope", there is "just time perhaps to turn back. God may 

yet have mercy on us and save us from the evil fate we have deserved." 


Recently Archbishop de Blank announced that he will resign soon because of 
ill health and return to England... He has been named a canon of Westminster 
Abbey. BPS, Geneva 


« NOTICE TO BPS READERS 


Single issues of some back copies of Ecumenical Press Service are available 
for the cost of the postage. Write to EPS, c/o Information Department, 
World Council of Churches, Geneva, Switzerland. In ordering please specify 
exactly the date of the issue(s) required. 


IN BRIEF 


Jackie Robinson, former baseball star has been elected to a three-year 
term as president of United Church Men, a nation-wide interdenominational 
organization of an estimated 10 million Froke 6 tan & and Orthodox laymen in 
the United Dea e ss 4 


“” 


* * * 


Representatives of Hig Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have a a to other 
Lutheran bodies working in the Caribbean area that they set up together a 
provisional theological training programme while decisions are pending on 


a more permanent joint venture along this line. 


a 
* * * 


Bishop Jan Chabada of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession, 
Slovakia, has been named president of the Czech Hcumenical Council, succeeding 
Bishop Varga. At the same meeting the Council received into, membership the 
Czechoslovak Church and the Orthodox Church of Czechoslovakia. 


* * * 


The Swiss Protestant Missionary Council has given its approval in principle 

to the establishment of a world fund for Christian literature planned by 

the Division of World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches 
and announced it is ready to seek funds totalling 108,000 Sw. Francs ($25, 000) 
each year for the next four years to help underwrite oh At its recent 
meeting in Bern the Council also welcomed the Swiss Salvation Army as its 
twelfth member. : 


k * * 
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The Synodical Council of the Reformed Church of the Canton of Vaud, Switz- 
erland, has voted to participate in the creation of a Department of Missions . 
to be set up by the Protestant churches in French-speaking Switzerland. 

The Vaud church was the last of the churches in the area to take such a 
decision. The new Department will assume responsibility for the work in 
Mozambique and the Republic of South Africa previously carried out by the 
Swiss Mission, an independent society. It also will participate in the 

work of various EHuropean-based mission agencies. 


* * * 


Students and faculty at the University of Helsinki, which is a predominantly 
Lutheran institution, recently heard a lecture on the life of the Orthodox 
Church in the Soviet Union by the Russian Orthodox Archpriest the Very Rev. 
Evgeni Ambartsumov. He was invited to give the lecture by the University's 
Theological Faculty during a recent trip to Helsinki to visit Russian 
Orthodox congregations there. 


* * * 


The National Christian Council of Japan is sending in supplies of noodles to 
Korea in response to an appeal of the Korean NCC because of the recent 
failure of orops. 


& * * 


Members of 42 Protestant churches in the United States eontributed a record 
total of $2,799,670,577 to their denominations in 1962, it has been reported 
by the National Council of Churches! Department of Stewardship and Benevolence. 
The total was $90,948,313 larger than the contributions reported for 1961 

by 46 denominations. 


* * ¥% 


A conference to plan the strategy of the Methodist Chureh in Asia for the 

next several years will be held November 22 + December 3 at Port Dickson, 

Malaya. The meeting, which is officially called the Methodist Asia Con- 

sultation, will bring together 100 church leaders from Methodist and Meth- 
odist-related churches in 14 Asian countries. Representatives also will 

attend from the United States, Britain, Africa, and Latin America. 


*. * * 
A Federation of youth groups has been formed in the Italian-speaking area 
of Switzerland. An announcement said the new Federation hopes to work 


elosely with the churches and youth movements in Switzerland and Italy and 
with the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches. 


%¥ * * 
At Hendon, England, the Anglican, Roman Catholic, non-eonformist churches, 


and Society of Friends, have formed a new Christian Housing Association 
to provide housing quickly for families of limited means. 


ae * 
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Dr. W. A. Visser '+ Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
was awarded a Doctor of Divinity degree by the Free Faculty of 

Theology uf Paris, Others who also received degrees ince 
luded Dr. Vilmos Vajta, director of the Department of Theology of the Luth- 
eran World Federation, and Archbishop Jan Kiivit of the Lutheran Church of 
Estonia. 


* * * 


The International Old Catholic Bishops! Conference has elected a second 
observer to the Vatican Council, Prof. Dr. Verner Kuppers of Bonn. PROD 
DEP. J, Maan, Utrecht, remains the official observer, but in his absence 
Prof. Ktippers will take his place. 


* * * 


The Rev. Max Thurian, assistant prior of the Protestant brotherhood commun- 
ity at Taizé, France, discussed the World Conference on Faith and Order held 
in July at a meeting of French Roman Catholic Bishops attending the Second 
Vatican Council. La Croix, the Paris Roman Catholic daily, reporting the 
seasion said his audience commented on the Similarity of study topics of 

the Montreal meeting and the Vatican Council. The conference was held in 
July in Montreal under the auspices of the Faith and Order Commission of 

the World Council of Churches, Members of the French Roman Catholic 
hierarchy present included the Archbishops of Lyons, Paris, Bordeaux, and 
Rennes, and the Bishop of. Lille, 


* * * 


The Australian Council of Churches has announced the adoption of a £200,000 
($447,700) programme of world-wide aid to be carried out in 1964. The 
Secretary of the Council's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Nervice, the Rev. C. R. oprackett, said that Australian churches would be 
asked to support 90 aid and development projects in 32 countries next year. 
Money to fulfil the programme will be raised through the Christmas Bowl of 
Remembrance Appeal in churches during December. 


* * x 


Dr. E. Stanley Jones, 19, internationally known American Methodist missionary- 
evangelist and author, was awarded the 1963 Gandhi Peace Award for pro- 
moting Enduring Peace, presented by a national group with headquarters in 
Woodmont, Conn. (USA),at a ceremony in the Community Church of New York, 
November 7. 

* * * 


A proposal to intensify the Christian unity dialogue between Hpiscopalians 
and Roman Catholics was made at the annual meeting in Chicago. Ill., of the 
National Council of the American Church Union, an AngloeCatholic wing of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. Delegates voted to forward a proposal 
for a special commission on Episcopalian-Roman Catholic dialogue to the 
triennial convention of the Protestant Kpiscopal Church scheduled for 
October 11 - 13, 1964, EPS, Geneva 
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"GREAT SHEPHERD" IS THEME FOR 
1964 WEEK OF PRAYER FOR UNITY 


(Geneva) ~ Hundreds of thousands of Christians around the world will engage 
in ‘prayer and work.for Christian unity the weék of January 18 - 25, 1964. 


Protestants, Anglicans, Orthodox, and Roman Catholics - young and old, laity 
and clergy - will unite in common intercessions for "the visible WHLUy OL 
all Christians accomplished ‘such as Christ wills and by the means He wills", 


"The Great Shepherd of the Sheep" will be the theme for the 1964 Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. The Week is sponsored by the Commission on 
Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches and by the Association 
Unité Chrétienne, in Lyon, France. 


A leaflet distributed by both groups provides a suggested guide for medi-~ 
tation and intercession for each day for either individual or corporate use. 
An introduction notes that while "He is the Great Shepherd", Christians 

"do not live together as One Flock . 


"We all invoke the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are His People, a 
Single people, and yet still unable to glorify Him and to praise Him in 
unity. We are called to share one hope and we often talk about it, but we 
are unable to live together in it." 


The suggested litany opens with praise to God, then asks pardon Tor, "our 
controversies, sometimes full of irony, narrow-mindedness, or exaggeration". 
It prays for the unity "beyond the frontiers of language, race and nation ... 
beyond our intellectual and spiritual barriers". 


Observance of the Week has grown progressively during the years and more are 
expected to participate in the 1964 observance than ever before. Last year 
more that 2,000,000 leaflets were distributed in dozens of languages. 


The Week is marked in many different ways in different parts of the world, 
It has become the occasion for new ecumenical endeavairs such as intercon- 
fessional prayer vigils, Bible study, retreats, and conferences aimed at 
better mutual understanding. One feature in recent years has been the 
taking of collections on behalf of the needy of another confession. 


A WCC Commission announcement noted that the Week takes on new Significance 
as "Christian unity becomes more and more a pressing issue for all Christians 
in the light of the numerous church union negotiations across the world, 

the deliberations of the Vatican Council, and the meeting of the Fourth 
World Conference on Faith and Order (held in July of this year in Montreal). 


"Participation now places before us all with a pointedness unknown before, 
how, and by what means does Christ will unity", it said. 


Observance of the Week was started in 1908 by two Anglican priests, one of 
whom later became a convert to Roman Catholicism. One year later the 
observance was officially approved by Pope Pius X,. 


This observance, which prayed for the return of all non-Catholics to Rome 
was later modified by the late Abbé Paul Couturier, a Roman Catholic priest 
known as the "apostle of unity" who called for intercession for unity 
"according to Christ's will, in His way, in His time". 


This work started by Abbé Couturier is now being continued by Father Pierre 
Michalon, a Sulpician priest, through the Association Unité Chrétienne. 
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In 1920 the Faith and Order movement, an antecedent of the World Council 

of Churches, first called for a week of prayer for unity during Pentecost. 
In 1940 it commended the January observance to coincide with the Roman 
Catholic time of prayer. Since the formation of the World Council in 1948 
the Week has been sponsored by its Faith and Order commission. | 


(English language copies of the prayer leaflet are available from the British 
Council of Churches, 10 Haton Gate, London, §.W.1, England; and from the 
World Council of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, New York 10027, N.Y. Cost 
is 12/- or $2 per 100, post free. For information about other language > 
editions consult your National Council of Churches or National Christian. 
Council, or writes: Faith and Order Department, World Council of Churches, 
17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. ) EPS, Geneva 
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FINNS SHARE NATIONAL COLLECTION 
WITH OVERSEAS CHURCHES 


(Helsinki) - This year's national collection made by the Finnish churches 
for their "Common Responsibility" campaign is being shared for the first 
time with churches overseas. 


The collection, amounting to more than $250,000, was made by 17,800 church 
people who went from house to house throughout the country and received 
413,000 individual gifts. 


This is the fourteenth effort of this kind organized by the churches in 
Finland. It was launched by President Kekkonen last February who broadcast 
the appeal in radio and television programmes. Hitherto the money raised 
has been used for deaconal work in Finland, but this year, by a special 

' decision, half the collection has been handed over to the World Council of 
Churches Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, and the 
Lutheran World Federation, The World Council, by agreement with church: 
leaders in Finland, is allocating its share to projects sponsored by churches 
around the world and to its Service Programme. 


Pastor Jens Thomsen, administrative secretary of the WCC Division and the 
Rev. Kugene Ries, of the LWF Department of World Service, were officially 
handed the cheques at a recent ceremony in Helsinki. They were also 
received by President Kekkonen,. 
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Finnish church lecdersalso assured them that they are eager to continue 
their support of ecumenical service and are planning to set up an Inter- 
Church Aid Committee which will work alongside DICARWS and LWF/WS. In 

the past, contributions from the Finnish churches for inter-church aid have 
been made mainly in response to emergency appeals. EPS, Geneva 


GREEK CHURCH URGED TO RECONSIDER 
DECISION AGAINST COUNCIL OBSERVERS 


(Athens) -~ A forceful plea to the Orthodox Church in Greece to rectify, even 
at this late date, its "historic blunder" in not sending delegates to the 
second Vatican Council was made here by one of its leading lay theologians. 


Writing in To Vima, Athens daily, Dr. Hamilcar Alivisatos, who serves as 
state commissioner to the Church's Holy Synod, warned that "because of our 
groundless stand, we are now reaping bitter fruits and will harvest still 
more bitter ones in the future”. 


Recalling Pope John XXIIi's invitation to Orthodox and Protestant churches 
to send delegates-observers to Rome as "one of his most brilliant acts", 
Dr. Alivisatos said this had provided opportunity for "a true projecticn 
of Orthodoxy and its authority" in the midst of the present world crisis, 
Nae EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANTS, ROMAN CATHOLICS 
TO USE IDENTICAL BIBLE TEXTS 


(Stuttgart) - The Protestant Bible Institute in Wtirttemberg and the corres- 
ponding Roman Catholic Bible agency in Stuttgart have cooperated in selecting 
passages from the Old and New Testaments for use during Advent and the 
Christmas season, and have agreed on identical translations. 


The passages will be published in local newspapers in a cooperative effort 
to stress the true meaning of the season and "to show all Christians what: 
unites them", an announcement said. 


The two agencies have been holding conversations for some timé on the poss- 
ibility of publishing a joint translation of the entire Bible. 
‘EPS, Geneva 


HUNGARY TO MAINTAIN SAME 
SUBSIDY FOR CHURCHES 


(Budapest) - Hungarian state officials have notified Hungarian churches that 
they will receive the same subsidy in 1964 as they did in 1963. . 


According to a 1948 agreement the subsidy was to have been produced annually 
by a- stipulated percentage. However while the annual cut has been made the 
government has always provided the difference in the form of a special 
allowance. EPS, Geneva 


— 
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VATICAN COUNCIL DOCUMENT DECLARES 
NO BIBLICAL BASIS FOR ANTI-~SEMITISM 


(Rome) - An historic document asserting that there is no Biblical basis for 
persecution of the Jews for the death of Christ has been presented to the 
second Vatican Council for its approval and adoption. 


The document has been widely hailed by numerous Jewish leaders as opening 
@ new era in Roman Catholic-Jewish relations, It was under preparation 
for two years by the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity headed by 
Augustine Cardinal Bea. 


It is expected to come up for discussion by the Council before the present 
session concludes December 4. 


The text of the document was not revealed, but an official Vatican communiqué 
described its purpose and contents. 


Tt said the declaration emphasizes the strictly religious terms of the 
church's appreciation of the Jews as the chosen people of the Old Testament 
and as the forbears of Jesus, His nother; and the apostles. 


It explained that the document is not concerned with the causes of anti- 
Semitism, but simply stresses that there is nothing in the scriptural accounts 
of Christ's. crucifixion that should give rise to "disdain or hatred or per- 
secution of the Jews", 


"Christ's death fails upon sinful mankind", the communiqué said. "Tt was 
to atone for the sins of every man that the Son of God willingly offered 
Himself on the cross." The part played by Jewish leaders of Christ's day 


in. bringing about the crucifixion "does not exclude the guilt of all mankind. 


But the personal guilt of these leaders cannot be charged to the whole 
Jewish people either of His time or today", 


For this reason, it said, it is "unjust" to call the Jews "cursed by God" 
because as St. Paul declares in his letter to the Romans "God has not 
rejected the people whom ile has chosen". 


The Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches held in late 1961 
reaffirmed earlier WCC statements deploring anti-semitism and counselled 

its member churches that the historic events which led to the cru¢ifixion 
should not be presented in Christian teaching so "as to fasten upon the Jewish 
people of today responsibilities which belong to our corporate humanity and 
not to one race or community", EPS, Geneva 


OFFICE OF "LECTOR" VOTED 
FOR FINNISH WOMEN THEOLOGIANS 


(Turku) - Establishment of a special vocational position for women theo- 
logical graduates in Finland's national Lutheran Church has been approved 
by its five-year Church Assembly here. Those who hold the office will be 
called lectors. 

Although a recommendation to this effect was passed by the overwhelming vote 
of 118 to 5, debate and balloting on a subsequent recommendation showed that 
a strong minority actually wanted to open the regular ordained ministry tc 
women. 


By a margin of 63 to 55, and only after vigorous arguments were given hy 
both sides, did delegates accept an assembly commission's proposal to drop 
the idea of ordaining women. EPS, Geneva 
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MADAGASCAR CHURCHES HOLD 
FIRST ASSEMBLY 


(Tananarive ) - More than 8,000 persons heard a government official here 
laud the churches! efforts in building a strong nation and particularly 
their contribution in helping preserve the Malagasy language in the Bible. 
and in worship services. 


Dr. Joseph R, Amdrianavalona, Minister of Health, speaking on behalf of the 
president of the Republic, also called upon the churches to play their full 
part. in the campaign to eradicate illiteracy, and strengthen educational 
facilities. 


His speech came at a mass rally held in an open-air theatre here, in con~_ 
nection with the First Assembly of the Christian Council of Madagascar, 
Theme of the assembly was "Ye Shall be My Witnesses". 


Some 100 delegates from the Council's four churches - the Church of Christ, 
Evangelical Church, Society ofFriens®, and the Lutheran Church - participated 
in the week-long Eaeenoee Their churches have a combined membership of 

over 1,000,000 persons in some 6,000 local con eregations. 


Other speakers at the rally included Pastor Victor Ramambazafy of the 
Evangelical Church, the sole surviving member of the original Inter-Missionary 
Conference formed heve 1S 9 Npsem wae ys see Special guests included the Rev. James 
Lawson, an associate general secretary of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches,and Dr. Heinrich Puffert, Geneva, of the Inter-Church Aid Division 

of the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Puffert, addressing an earlier assembly session, paid tribute to ‘the 

work of pioneers who had formed the Inter-Missionary Conference fifty years ago 
and lauded the present assembly as another "surning point" in the history 

of the Christian church in Madagascar. He told the Malagasy church leaders 
that through their cooperative efforts "vou can render your testimony in © 
mission and service, more adequately, more efficiently, and more fruitiuliy: 
(and) can increasingly work and grow together in communion with Christ and 

in union with one another". 


The unity theme was also repeatedly stressed in the assembly's opening wor-. 
ship service in a sermon by the Rev. Titus Rasendrahasina, presiding minister 
of the Church of Christ, and one of the presidents of the All Africa Con- 

ference of Churches, whom the assembly named Council president for the next 
four years. 


Other assembly actions included the adoption of a resolution supporting the 
Malagasy government's signature of the Moscow Test Ban Treaty and urging 
other countries not to delay support of the agreement, and one calling upon 
the government to take steps to provide for conscientious: objectors with 
regard to military service. 


The Assembly also set up several new units within the Council's structure 
to deal with youth, women's work,and social service and education. 


However, observers noted that it failed to take several hoped-for actions. 

These included the setting up of a full-time secretariat, the "long overdue" 
dissolving af the Comity of Missions, and approval of full participation in 

the All Africa Conference of Churches, HPS, Geneva 
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THEOLOGIAN CHIDES PROTESTANTS 
FOR LAGGING IN CHURCH RENEWAL 


(Detroit) - A leading Lutheran theologian and writer said here that 
Protestants are lagging behind in church renewal, while the Roman Catholic 
Church is soaring ahead with such progress that is is creating "an uproar" 
around the world. 


Dr. Martin E. Marty, of the University of Chicago, an associate editor of 
Christian Century, the ecumenical Protestant weekly, declared; 


"I really do not think that there would be one disagreement in this room 

as to where people would locate the uproar (of spirit of reform and change ) 
today. They would all cite the Roman Catholic Ecumenical Council and its 
discussion of reform." 


He suggested that if Roman Catholics and Protestants are in competition, it 
Should be a contest to speed up renewal and reform and that they should 
"crowd for position to see which could be the most ready when God speaks", 


Addressing an audience of 9,000 persons at a Reformation Day rally, spon- 
sored by the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod of which he is a minister, he 
called on all in the tradition of Martin Luther, to contribute to the 
uproar and "to be ready for the change and revival it would bring to, the 
whole earth", . BPS, Geneva 


"UNTOUCHABLES" IN INDIA 
TURNING BUDDHIST 


(London) - In the decade ending in 1961 the number of Buddhists in India 
increased from 181,000 to 3,250,000 of which the majority were converts 
from the Hindu "untouchable" caste, according to a report pub- 
lished in The Times here. 


Basing its report on new government statistics, it said that large numbers 

of the conversions have taken place in Bombay following the example of 

Dr. Ambedkar, the leader of the "untouchables" who became a Buddhist shortly 
before his death in 1956, It noted that although the untouchable system 

is outlawed, precept is far ahead of practice, and "most lead wretched lives" 
and are ''no longer willing to accept this fate", 


The statistics show that during the same period the Indian Christian comes 
munity increased from 8,392,000 to 10,726,000 and Muslims from 35,414,000 
to 46,939,000. EPS, Geneva 


QUAKERS ISSUE OFFICIAL 
VIEWS ON. MARRIAGE 


(London) - The Society of Friends! executive committee Meeting for Sufferings, 
has issued a statement reaffirming its "basic belief in the sanctity of the 
long-life nature of marriage, in pre-marital chastity, and in fidelity 

within marriage as expressions of the Christian ideal". 


The statement came nine months after publication of the controversial pamphlet 
"Powards a Quaker View of Sex", written by a group of members of the Society. 
Although wholly unofficial, the use of the word "Quaker" in the title had | 
led many people to assume it represented the official Quaker view. The 
pamphlets more tolerant attitude towards unconventional sexual behaviour 
touched off heated public discussions. (See EPS No. 8) EPS, Geneva 
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FRENCH PROTESTANTS ASK FRANCE 
TO ABANDON NUCLEAR TEST PLANS 


(Aix-en-Provence ) - Delegates to the llth Assembly of the Panach Protestant 
Federation have "urgently requested" the French government to relinquish its 
plans for a French nuclear force and to exert all possible efforts to make 
"a positive contribution to disarmament", 


The action, which observers regard as one of the most significant in Federation 
history, confirmed a resolution supporting the Moscow Test Ban Tae eur’ 
by the Federation's Council in late September. | toy iy 


It took note of similar statements made over a period of several years by the 
National Synod of the French Reformed Church and to statements calling for 
an end to testing and for disarmament issued by the World Council of Churches. 


The Federation represents the churches of the Reformed, Baptist, and Lutheran 
traditions, as well as most of the Protestant agencies and institutions in 
the country. 


In another session the Rev. Hébert Roux, a member of the French Reformed 
Church and a representative of the World Presbyterian Alliance to the Second 
Vatican Council, told delegates that dialogue with Roman Catholics BONA EES 
the similarity in faith of: the Protestant churches, 


"When we are asked to give account of our faith as happens often in our con- 
versations with Rome we understand how deeply we Protestants are united on 
essential points", he declared. "Does it not therefore constitute a direct 
challenge to us to manifest our genuine and deep church unity by working with 
greater commitment, humility, and faith for its full realisation." 


The Assembly received a. message from Mgr. de Provenchéres, Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Aix-en-Provence, assuring it of the prayers of the whole Roman 
Catholic hierarchy of France. In a final service the Federation prayed for 
the work of the Second Vatican Council. 


In a final action the delegates adopted a message declaring as "there can: 
be no renewal unless the Church is present in the world". 


Addressed to "Ehe Christian People of France" it continued: 


"There can be no unity in the Church without renewal. It is among men ane 
the Church seeks the living Christ, meets Him and serves Him. It is in 

their midst that we understand the love with which Jesus Christ loves us. 

it is by serving them that we shall receive the grace of unity among ourselves 
and with them ... We exhort you to manifest in every place the fellowship 

of the Church, joining together to place yourselves at the service of all 

MON se" 


In other sessions delegates approved the establishment of six new areas of 
cooperative work, The new Federation departments will deal with study and 
research, information services, youth movements, community activities, social 
service, and relations with other churches, 


They also voted to establish a "Year of Service" for youth of the church to 
begin in October, 1964, "in- the conviction that an enterprise of this kind 
will help spread the spirit of service throughout the Church", 


The Federation also called upon its member churches to devote part of the 
"evangelism budgets" to radio and television advertisements, as one of the most 
effective ways of spreading the Christian message. EPS, Geneva 
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NORTHERN METHODIST CLERGY FAIL 
TO INTEGRATE CHURCH IN JACKSON 


(Jackson, Miss,) = Another attempt by Northern Methodist ministers to integ- 
rate the Capitol Street Methodist church here failed when a group of clergy- 
men and students was turned away. It was the fourth successive try led by 
Northern clergy. 


Previous attempts by interracial groups of clergymen and students from 
Tougaloo Southern Christian College near Jackson have also repeatedly failed. 
On October 6 three girls’- two Negro and one white - were arrested when they 
attempted to enter the church. 


The girls, all students at Tougaloo, were convicted and sentenced to one year 
in jail and.fined $1,000 each on charges of trespassing and disturbing public 
worship. (See EPS No. 39) | : 


Two national Methodist agencies subsequently provided $1,000 bonds and the 
girls have been released pending appeal. Their attorneys also have filed 
a suit in US District Court in Jackson challenging Mississippi's interference- 
with-worship statute. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIANITY HELD TRAILING 
ISLAM AMONG AFRICANS 


(Capetown) - Christianity is running behind Islam in winning converts among 
African people, the general secretary of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society warned while visiting here, . 

The Rev. John T. Watson, a Methodist. minister from London, said that unless 
Christian forces seize every challenge presented to them,. it will be too 
late’ to win Africa for Christ. *)” Riera 


Mr. Watson said the society was stepping up its Bible distribution through- 
out Africa. Last year, he noted, it distributed about 3,000,000 Bibles 
and Scripture portions, Goal for next year is 4,250,000, he said. | 

: HPS, Geneva . 


SWISS PASTOR WARNS OF - 
DANGERS OF MIXED MARRIAGES 


(Sion, Switzerland) - A leader of the Evangelical Reformed Church in the 
Canton of Valais said here that the problem of mixed marriages with Roman 
Catholics "is threatening the very existence" of his church. 


The Rev. Charles Bolay, president of the pastors! association of the church, 
reporting to an opening session of the church's synod here, said statistics 
show the number of Roman Catholic marriages is rising much more rapidly than 
those of Protestants in relation to the comparative growth of ménbership of 
each church and that most of the mixed marriages are celebrated in the 

Roman Catholic Church. it: . 


He advised church leaders to keep in touch with the Protestant partner in 
a mixed marriage to provide the help needed to help him live in accordance 
with his own faith. ‘Further, he said, the church should warn Protestant 
youth of the dangers of mixed marriages and should state its position 
clearly in conversations with Roman Catholic leaders; 


Pastor Bolay's report will be sent to all parishes in the canton for study. 
Further discussion of the question is expected at the synod's next meeting 
in 1964, EPS, Geneva 
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QUAKER RELIEF THAM 
TO VISIT CUBA 


(Philadelphia) - The Cuban government has granted the American Friends! 
Service Committee permission to send a relief team of four Quakers to Cuba. 
They will take with them food and medicines for the victims of Hurricane 
Flora. 


Permission was given after Colin Bell, executive secretary of the American 
Friends! Service Committee, had cabled Premier Fidel Castro stating the 

? 
Quakers' wish to go to the aid of hurricane victims "solely for humanitarian 
reasons", 


The Friends! Service Council in London has been given a grant of £10,000 
($28,000) from the Oxford Committee for Famine Relief for this wot and 
has added a further £1,000 ($2,800) from its own relief funds. This total 
of £11,000 ($30, 800) mall be particularly useful since the American Friends! 
Poeaeet Conat ree is not allowed to send dollars to Cuba and the immediate 
cost of the operation is likely to be about £17,800 ($49,840). 

EPS, Geneva 


ITALIAN PROTESTANT LEADER 
DEFENDS ATTITUDE: TO ROMAN CATHOLIC-CHURCH 


(Rome) - Pastor Ermanno Rostan, president of the Federal Council of Protestant 
Churches of Italy, said here that although Italian Protestant churches may. 
seem to have adopted an attitude of "intransigence" in their relations with 
the Roman Catholic Church all their actions were concerned eee forte 
honour of God and the authority of His word". 


Addressing a group of official Protestunt, Anglican and Orthoddx observers 

to the Second Vatican Council, President Rostan deplored doubts that Italian 
Protestants are not ready to enter into dialogue with the Roman Catholic 
Church. Italian Protestant churches are fully aware of the necessity of: 
establishing ‘such a dialogue, he said, and already several meetings have been 
held with Roman Catholics for study and discussion. 


"In actual fact, dialogue is not so much to be feared, because it is an 
essential need of our time and may become a source of blessing", he said. 
"What is to be feared is superficiality, tempestuous enthusiasm, and unjus- 
tified pessimism ..." 


He noted that the Federation had earlier announced plans for a national 
congress to study the questions of unity and Protestant witness in Italy. 
EPS, Geneva 


BAST GERMAN AUTHORITIES 
ASK RECALL OF SWEDISH PASTOR 


(Berlin) - East German authorities have protested to Sweden about the 
activities of the Swedish minister in West Berlin and have asked his recall. 


An East German note to Sweden accused the Rev. Herbert Jansson, 44-year-old 

Evangelical pastor at the Swedish consulate, of having misused his diplomatic 

immunity by taking at least six East Germans to the West in his automobile. 
EPS, Geneva 
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FORD FOUNDATION TO SURVEY 
CHURCHES! IMPACT IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 


(The Hague) - The Ford Foundation has made available a sum of $100,000 for 
the first phase of a scientific research of the impact of religious 
bodies, especially the Christian churches, on the social and national 
development of developing countries. 


This project will be carried out under the joint-direction of Dr. Egbert de 
Vries, rector of. the Institute of Social Studies in the Hague, and Abbé 
Houtart, director of the Roman Catholic Centre de Recherches Socio- 
Religieuses in Brussels. 


An announcement said the idea for the study was born within the churches 
themselves and that persons within both the World Council of Churches and 
the Roman Catholic Church have expressed a desire for it as a guide in 
planning their programmes in view of the rapidly changing conditions in new 
countries. 


It noted that governments in many of these countries are now taking over the 
responsibility for many of the health, education, and welfare services pre- 
viously given through the churches and that this situation requires new 
studies of the work of the churches in this field. 


The announcement said the first research phase of the study, which will be 
based on documents, will be followed by on-the-spot surveys in Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America. EPS, Geneva 


BELGIAN CHURCHES ANNOUNCE 
JOINT EVANGELISM POST 


(Brussels) - The Evangelical Protestant Church and the Methodist Church in 
Belgium have announced the creation of a new post of director of evangelism 
to serve both their churches in the Walloon and Flemish-speaking sections 
of Belgium. 


Named as first director has been the Rev. R. W. Teeuwissen, a minister of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA, former director of his church's work 
in the Cameroon. The American church has loaned Mr. Teeuwissen!'s service 
fora neriod of five ‘years. BPS, Geneva 


HANOVER CHURCH ADMITS WOMEN 
TO FULL PASTORATE 


(Hanover) - The Lutheran Church of Hanover has unanimously adopted legislation 
admitting women to the full duties and responsibilities of the church's 
pastorate. The new measure will permit women to preach and administer the 
sacraments. They will have the official title of "pastor". 


Speaking on behalf of the new measure before the vote Bishop Hanns Lilje 
said it should be supported not because of any “emergency situation" or lack 
of men pastors or for reasons concerned with the question of the equality of 
men and women, butfor the overruling reason that the Church is committed to 
preach the Word. EPS, Geneva 
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HUNGARTAN LEADER PRAISES NEW 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR DIALOGUE 


(Budapest). - Bishop Zoltan Kaldy of the Lutheran Church in Hungary reports 
a newly favorable outlook for ecumenical dialogue between churches in the 
‘Hast!’ and 'West! because both are beginning to understand each other better. 


Reporting to the General Assembly of the Southern District of his church, 
Bishop Kaldy said that the possibilities of genuine dialogue had been ham- 
pered before because both sides had had erroneous concepts about the other, 


"We in the !Bast! made the mistake of regarding statements of individual 
professors, journalists, and church leaders in the 'West! as Statements made 
on behalf of all of Western Christendom", he said. 


On the other hand, he said, people in the ‘West! often "mythologized" the 
Kastern church and "have not always shown sufficient understanding for the 
problems of a Christian community which is seeking its place and a way of 
Service in a new economic, social and political order", 


Bishop Kaldy cited the recent Assemblies of the Lutheran Worle Federation 
and the World Council of Churches as places where Hungarian church leaders 
had been able to make good contacts with Western church leaders and open 

"genuine fraternal dialogue". EPS, Geneva 


INTER-CONFESSIONAL RESEARCH CENTRE 
TO BE LOCATED IN STRASBOURG 


(Strasbourg) - This Alsatian city has been chosen as the centre for the 
newly established Lutheran Foundation for Inter-Confessional Research which 
is to carry forward an investigation into the theological boundaries between 
the churches. 


The decision was taken here by the first meeting of the Foundation!s Board 

of Trustees last week under the chairmanship of Bishop Hermann Dietzfelbinger, 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria. The foundation will continue 
and develop a programme of inter-confessional research begun in February 1960 
by a special commission of the Lutheran World Federation, Its establishment 
was approved by the Federation's Fourth Assembly held in August in Helsinki. 


Its initial study concerns modern Roman Catholicism and a preliminary book 
is scheduled to appear the middle of next year giving theological commentary 
by Lutherans and other Protestants on the first two sessions of the Second 
Vatican Council. ; : 


Chairman Dietzelbinger stressed in a speech to the Board that the Foundation 
will provide a "service for the whole ecumenical movement" rather than being 
an."exclusive special undertaking" of the Lutheran confession, 

EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


A special offering taken in Protestant and Orthodox churches in the USA 
marking World Community Day, November 1, will finance an intensive training 
programme in international affairs for about 160 church women from the US 
and Canada. World Community Day is sponsored annually by United Church 
Women, a general department of the National Council of Churches. _ Theme 

of the 1963 observance wags "Nation Building", 


* * * 
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The Papal University of Salamanca, Spain, has announced a new course of studies 
on the ecumenical movement. Study will include an examination of the 
different Christian confessions, the meaning of the prayer for unity, and 

a review of the current situation in Spain. The Pope John XXIII Ecumenical 
Circle at the University,composed of faculty and students, has also announced 
that it hopes to develop similar groups at seminaries in Spain. 


* * * 


Hungarian pastor Lajos Daner, 52, who has been pastor of a Hungarian refugee 
. community in the Swiss Canton of Grisons since 1956, died November 7 as 

the result of injuries suffered in a motor accident. A journalist and 
playwright, as well as a pastor, he was considered one of the outstanding 
spokesmanforhisrefu@e compatriots in Switzerland. 


* * * 


Conviction of 11 Freedom Riders, including white and Negro Ministers, for 
attempting to integrate a bus station lunch counter in Montgomery, Ala., 
has been appealed to the US Supreme Court. The group was arrested in May, 
1961, and charged with breach of the peace and unlawful assembly and 
Sentenced by a trial court to 30 days of hard labour and $100 fines each. 
The convictions were upheld by the Alabama Court of Appeals and the State 
Supreme Court later refused to review the case. The 11 have been free 

on bail. . 


* * * 


Pennies, nickels, and dimes from American Sunday school children have made 
possible the completion of a new church in Taipei, the capital city of Taiwan. 
For more than a year, children of Presbyterian Church U.S. (Southern) Sunday 
schools have been sending in funds raised from allowances, doing work 

around the house, raking leaves, and other chores. They met their goal 

of $6,000 last month, and contributions are still coming in. The funds 

will enable construction of a church to be used jointly by the Friendship 
Corner Church which holds services in English, and the Hsin Yi Church which 
holds services in Mandarin Chinese. 


* * * 


A former nun was among 14 persons baptized October 20 into the membership 
of the Baptist church in Warsaw. She was for 20 years a member of a Roman 
Catholic order. The Rev. Aleksander Kireun, president of the Baptist 
Union of Poland, is pastor of the church. 


x¥ * * 
The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, USA, has voted to place mission- 
aries in Iceland, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg,and Austria. In each 


country the work will begin with an English-language ministry, but efforts 
will also be made to extend it beyond this, an announcement said. 


* * 
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A prominent Negro minister, the Rev. Edler G. Hawkins of New York, has been 
nominated as a candidate for the highest elective position - moderator of 
the General Assembly - in the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. Some 
270 members of the Presbytery of New York City voted unanimously to place 
his name before the denomination's General Assembly next May 21 at 

Oklahoma City, Okla. Mr. Hawkins has been vice-moderator, but no Negro 
has ever served in the moderator's post. 


* * * 


The Very Rev. Harold Williams, Provost of the Cathedral of Coventry, England, 
has criticized Bast German authorities for their refusal to grant an exit 
permit to Superintendant Friedrich Krahnert of Pankow. The Hast German 
church leader had been scheduled to attend an international meeting of 
churchmen in Coventry to discuss the next objectives of the Cathedral's 

theme of international reconciliation, Provost Williams said the East 
German authorities action was "entirely incomprehensible". 


* * * 


The Third New Zealand Faith and Order Conference will be held at Massey 
Collegé, Palmerston North, February 4 to 11, 1964. Some 180 official 
delegates of a dozen denominations are expected to attend. The New Zealand 
National Council of Churches has asked prayers that the conference may be 


‘used by the Holy Spirit for the working out of God'ts plan for our churches 
Shisha Ss) iCOuUN tev 


* * * 


The second public ecumenical conference has been held in Rio de Janeiro with 
Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic clergy and laymen attending. Aim — 

of the meeting was "to establish dialogue with common starting points which 
could prepare the way for the different churches to unite in common tasks’, . 
rather than to discuss doctrinal differences. Leaders of the three confessions 
also meet in private sessions monthly in Rio de Janeiro and in Sao Paulo to 
discuss common concerns. | 


* * * 


The student parliament, a discussion club of Israel's Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem, has adopted a resolution favouring prohibition of non-Jewish 
missionary activity in the country. Balloting was close: 89 to OTs, 
Observers noted that the stand taken did not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of the student body of more than 5,000. All were entitled to vote and 

only 176 of the 500 students and graduate students at the meeting participated 
in the voting. One observer said a disproportionate number of ultra- 
Orthodox Jewish students had cast ballots, largely because their group had 
shown more interest by attending and voting. Generally the ultra-Orthodox 
favour bans on Christian missionary programmes. 


Se oe 


Unity commissions of the International Convention of Christian Churches 
(Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of Christ have voted to seek 
authority from their respective governing bodies to formulate "a proposal 
looking toward a plan of union". The action was taken following the third 
in a series of union conversations by the unity commissions of the two 
churches. EPS, Geneva 
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ARMENIAN PATRIARCHS 
MEET IN JERUSALEM: 


(Jerusalem) - The heads of the two Patriarchates of the Armenian 
Apostolic (Orthodox) Church have concluded an historic meeting here 
which observers believe will lead to a new era of cooperation and 
friendly relations between them. 


Catholicos Vazken I of the Etchmiadzin Pata lasown te in Soviet Armenia 
and Catholicos Khoren I, head of the Cilicia Patriarchate which has its 
seat in Antelias, Lebanon, met for three days of informal talks during 
a tour by Catholicos Vazken of the Holy Land. 


The meeting was the second of its kind in history, the first having 
occurred in 1651 in Jerusalem. However, a communiqué stressed that 
tno official conversations were involved in the meeting." 


The .¢hurch has. been split into the two patriarchates since the 15th cen- 
tury. Neither patriarchate is subordinate to the other, but the 
Etchmiadzin Catholicate is recognized as having the primacy of honour. 


In speeches at a number of banquets and other events organized for them, 
both catholicoi emphasized the essential unity of their church. Catho- 
licos Vazken stressed particularly that any attempt to separate the 
church in diaspora from the church in Armenia is wrong and could be 
harmful to the church as a whole. 


Catholicos Khoren underlined that the two catholicates are not oppo- 
nents nor competitors, but associates with complementary roles, sharing 
the same mission, the same witness, the same service. 
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"Let us love Etchmiadzin without hating Antelias,'' he declared. "Let 
us love Antelias without hating Etchmiadzin". 


A highlight of their meeting was the celebration of a divine Liturgy by 
Catholicos Vazken I in St. James! Church, the Patriarchate!'s Cathedral. 
During the Liturgy the requiem service for Catholicos Zareh, Catholicos 
Vazken's predecessor, who died February 18, was said. This was pre- 
sided over by Catholicos Khoren Il. 


During the visit Catholicos Khoren I was decorated with the order of the 
Jordanian star by King Hussein. Catholicos Vazken had received the same 
insignia in a ceremony a week earlier. The two were also guests at 
dinners given by the Coptic Patriarchate and by the Mayor of Jerusalem. 


Both Catholicates are represented in the membership of the World Council 
of Churches. The Antelias Catholicate with a membership of some 
498,000 persons covers dioceses inthe Middle Hast, Greece, and North 
America. The Catholicate of Armenia, has a total of 4,500,000... mem- 
bers with 1,400,000 living outside the U.S.S.R. rey 
. i EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN-METHODIST GROUPS 
JOIN TO PROTEST UNION PLANS 


(London) - Anglican and Methodist groups here have combined forces in a 
campaign to block the proposed union of their two churches. 


Contacts have been established between the Society of the Holy Cross, 
and Anglican body having what the Church Times describes as "pronounced 
Anglo-Catholic views".and a group which calls itself the "Voice of 
Methodism", and opposes the union from the low church standpoint. 


The group reportedly plans a protest meeting in London this weekend at 
the same time a pro-union group will be meeting and on the same day a 
service of intercession for the success of the union will be held in 
Westminster Abbey. 


The Rev. A. H» Simmons, a spokesman for the Society of the Holy Cross, © 
in an interview quoted by the Church Times commented: "We cannot accept 
that there is sufficient agreement on matters of faith, orders, and the 
sacraments for a union to be successful. The union proposals represent 
a papering over of the cracks and the present scheme should be turned 
down completely as it does not represent a true basis fon, unity," 


The Rev. A. E. Clipson, speaking for the "Voice of Methodism" group, 
which has received an anonymous £1,000 ($2,800) gift from a layman to 
finance the protest, dislikes the proposals for other reasons. He said 
that having been ordained in 1931, "I do not need to be ordained again” 
and I do not accept the attitude towards the Sacrament either. Toftex 
the Sacrament to all believers. We do not believe in organic unity 
being forced upon us." ih 


However, the "Voice of Methodism" group has issued a manifesto which 
affirms its-belief in Christian unity without uniformity of organisation 
of worship.-:-- nit CAgiires EPS, Geneva 
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JOURNAL SAYS CHURCH SHOULD DECIDE 
WHETHER CHILDREN MAY COMMUNE 


(Oslo) - A new Norwegian law being prepared concerning confirmation in 
the national Lutheran Church should say nothing about the age at which 
children may receive Holy Communion, the weekly Var Kirke has urged 
here. 


Under legislation now in force, it is illegal to take the Sacrament of 

the Altar before the age of 14. The paper contended that the question 
of children's admittance to the Lord's Supper should be examined within 
the church, unhindered by any legal factor. EPS,. Geneva 


YMCA, YWCA OBSERVE 96th 
JOINT WEEK OF PRAYER 


(Geneva) - Millions of members of the Young Women's Christian Association 
and the Young Men's Christian Association around the world last week 
observed the 96th annual joint Week of Prayer and World Fellowship. 

Theme of the observance was "Behold the Man" and the week's meditations 
focused on both Christ's earthly life and ministry and His Lordship as 
son of God. r 


In a joint message to members, the respective World YWCA and YMCA pre- 
sidents underlined the contemporary challenge to the Movements to help 
create "a community where God abides" and in which dissensions of racial, 
political, and economic strife are overcome. "May we in our personal 
life and in our Movements so live and act as to make it possible for 
others to believe in the love of God", they declared. 

EPS,: Geneva 


PROTESTANT - ROMAN CATHOLIC 
DIALOGUES IN CHILE 


(San Fernando, Chile) - A Roman Catholic and a Protestant spokesman met 
here before an audience of some 200 persons to talk about the heritages 
of their respective faiths. The dialogue was the latest in a growing 
number of such conversations being held in this predominantly Roman 
Catholic country. It was sponsored by the Presbyterian Church in San 
Fernando. 


Father Antonio Moreno, professor of Old Testament at the. Faculty of 
Theology of the Roman Catholic University of Chile, emphasized the unity 
of the formation and the mission of "the New People of God". 


"We use the word ‘churches! as a conventional and convenient mode of 
expression, but the People of God-is one and only one .. ." he declared. 
"it is the responsibility of all members of this body to contribute to 
the healing of wounds and to the health of this body .. . even if this 
means for each of us to acknowledge our share of guilt... .! 


Speaking for the Protestant viewpoint, Mr. Mario Fernandez, a Presby- 
terian layman, described Protestantism as "ta movement pointing not to 
itself .. . but like the finger of St. John the Baptist pointing to a 
reality, a person who transcends Protestantism itself. Inasmuch as 

it is viewed in this manner," he continued, "it will be understood in 
its centrality and .. . its protestation will be understood, a protes-= 
tation that may turn negatively as well as creatively toward itself if 
that is necessary." 


Similar dialogues held recently have included one with three Protestant 
ministers and a Roman Catholic theologian speaking on their churches! 
views of "The Church of Jesus Christ". before an audience of 400 Roman 
Catholic students of the University of Chile. EPS, Geneva 
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U.S. METHODIS! BISHOPS 
DENOUNCE RACE PREJUDICE 


(Detroit) - The Council of Bishops of The Methodist Church (USA) has 
adopted a strongly-worded statement denouncing all forms of racial pre- 
jgudice and calling upon all Christians to fight for equal rights of all 
groups. 


Adopted by some 50 bishops - of whom about 40 per cent come from 
southern states - the Council statement stressed that "the right to 
choose a place of residence, to enter a school, to secure employment, 
to vote or to join a church, should in no way be limited by a person's 
race or culture." 


It affirmed the right of all "oppressed minorities .. . to protest, 
to assembly in public and to agitate 'for the redress of grievances! 

provided this is done in an orderly way." It cited the recent March 
on Washington as "a spectacular and well-directed move of this kind". 


Other developments in the raee relations scene last week included these: 


- The Georgia convention of Southern Baptist churches called 
upon members to serve as "instruments of peace and reconciliation" 
in the race crisis. It rejected a proposal that it cut off funds 
to recently integrated Mercer University in Macon, Georgia. 


- Fifteen northern white clergymen ended a two-day fast after 
the jails in Williamston, North Carolina, were desegregated. The 
ministers, together with a group of 54 persons including several Negro 
clergy, were arrested when they defied an injunction by leading an 
anti-segregation march. They broke the fast after some of the Negro 
ministers were transferred to cells occupied by them. The northern 
white clergy comprise the newly formed Massachusetts unit of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. EPS, Geneva 


DIALOGUE ADVOCATED AS FORM 
FOR CHRISTIAN-JEWISH ENCOUNTER 


(Geneva) - A battery of writers in the Lutheran World Federation's theo- 
logical journal here invited clergy and church members throughout the 
world to take a fresh look at Christian-Jewish relations. 


Speaking as experts on the subject but with varying backgrounds and 
points of view, they said Christians had good reason to see their en- 
counter with Israel today in terms of a dialogue with the historic 
people of God. 


Their views are published in the current issue of the quarterly Lutheran 
World dedicated to the subject, "The Church and the Jews." 


One writer - the Rev. H. D. Leuner, European secretary of the Hebrew 
Christian Alliance in London - listed a number of criticisms of tradi- 
tional Christian missions to the Jews but explained that exchanging 
mission for dialogue did not mean "a renunciation of Christian witness" 
to the Jews. 


But, he said, dialogue does hold to the principle "that the voice of 
God can be heard even today from the synagogue - in other words, that 
Jews have something to say to us too, even as it is presupposed that we 
as Christians have something to say to them." 


Other writers who explore the historical facts and biblical teachings 
to support a re-examination of traditional Christian-Jewish relations 
ares Dr. Leonhard Goppelt, professor of New Testament theology at the 
University of Hamburg; Dr. K. HE. Skydsgaard, professor of systematic 
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theology at the University of Copenhagen; and Dr. Jakob J. 
Petuchowski, professor of Rabbinicg at Hebrew Union College in 
Cincinnati (Ohio), USA. EPS, Geneva 


NEW GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
ALARM MALAGASY PROTESTANTS 


(Tananarive) - Recent official government statements and actions have 

been causing a certain amount of anxiety in Protestant circles in view 
of similar campaigns directed against Protestants in the past notably 

at the time of the rebellion in 1947. 


On the day of the opening of the first Assembly of the Christian Council 
of Madagascar its president, the Rev. Titus Rasendrahasina, one of the 
presidents of the All-Africa Conference of the Churches, and a member of 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, was summoned 

by the Minister of the Interior, M. André Resampa, who stated that if 
the Protestant churches persisted in their general attitude of opposi- 
tion to the present government and if certain Protestants continued to 
participate in political activities under the cloak of religion he would 
be forced to close a certain number of churches. 


While it was felt that no reply or apology was called for, the President 


‘of the Christian Council has sanctioned the following text as part of 


the official Information Note on the Conference:- 


wo» «'« we stress again that the Churchts’ one foundation is the 
Word of God declaring Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour of the world. 
For that reason the Church would desire that all anxiety should be re- 
moved from the Minister off the Interior. 1°. 


".. . It is clear, however, to the churches and to all Protestant 
Christians that witness to the Gospel is not by any means to be con- 
fused with political activity. And thanks be to Jesus Christ, the 
Head of the Church, that throwghHis grace the Protestant Christians of 
Madagascar strive constantly to stand as His witnesses in Faith and Hope." 


This action of the Minister of the Interior has obvious connections with 
another issue very much to the fore in the press and on the government- 
controlled radio at the present time. Last week the Minister made a 
public statement to the effect that certain persons known for their 
opposition to the government and including in their number opposition 
members of Parliament had met at an address which he named and had there 
conspired to overthrow the government and to seek the downfall of the 
President of the Republic, Philibert Tsiranana. One of those named 
by the Minister was Pastor Richard Andriamanjato of the Evangelical 
Church of Madagascar, leader of the parliamentary opposition and presi- 
dent of the Municipal Council of Tananarive. Pastor Andriamanjato, 

one of the leading figures of Malagasy Protestantism, was one of the 
main speakers at the first assembly of the All-Africa Conference of 

the Churches at Kampala, Uganda. 


These charges have been vigorously denied by the group who asked in a 
letter to the Minister that he should substantiate his claims. This 
the Minister has refused to do. EPS, Geneva 


No. 43 - 22nd November, 1963 - 


KUROPEAN METHODISTS STUDY 
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES 


(Freudenstadt, Germany) - Some 100 European Methodists meeting here for 
a major conference on "Christian Witness in a World of Social Change" 
have underlined the necessity for united action in meeting contemporary 
social problems. 


In a concluding report the delegates from 14 BHuropean countries to the 
first European Methodist conference on the subject declared: "As never 
before, the Church is faced by the challenge of social problems which 
can only be met by corporate as well as individual action. Moreover, 
in the latter half of the 20th century, it may be that coming to terms 
with the world situation will provide the route which will lead the 
Church to discover the appropriate means of expressing the everlasting 
truths of which it must be the guardian. 


The report urged a "more developed theology of society" to undergird its 
social witness and called upon Methodists to undertake "with a sense of 
repentance, a radical reappraisal of our relationship with the groups of 
society with whom we have little or no contact". 


It also called for Methodists to face their corporate responsibility in 
meeting national and international issues, and emphasized the necessity 
of giving greater importance to the church's social witness within the 
educational programmes of Methodist theological colleges. 


Conference chairman was Bishop Friedrich Wunderlich of Frankfurt. 
. EPS, Geneva 


GOVERNMENT MINISTER CRITICIZES 
ANGLICAN PRELATE 


(Johannesburg) - A South African government leader charged here that . 
"pnolitical bishops" of the Anglican Church were doing their utmost to 
support non-white African states at the expense of their own country. 


Ben Schoeman, minister of transport, said that the time had come for 
members of the Anglican Church "to deal with their political bishops". 
He addressed the English-speaking branch of the Nationalist Party here. 


He did not suggest how Anglicans should deal with the bishops who have 
condemned the country's apartheid policies, but claimed that millions 

of Bantu (Negro) South Africans supported the "separate development con- 
cept". 3 


He assailed a recent statement by retiring Archbishop Joost de Blank of 
Capetown. The Anglican leader had described racial discrimination as 
a form of blasphemy, stating that those condoning it might find "their 
souls in peril". , 


"There are millions of Reformed Church adherents in South Africa", . 
said Mr. Schoeman. "Tf de Blank is. correct, does it mean they are 
condemned to the fires of hell?" 


The day following Mr. Schoeman's speech a leading Anglican layman - 
Harold Wilson, chairman of his church!s Diocesan Action Board - gave 
support to the views, but said it was a pity the criticisms had been 
directed only to Anglican bishops, as leaders of other churches, par- 
ticularly the Roman Catholic, had also "fiercely" attacked the govern- 
ment's apartheid policy. EPS, Geneva 


No. 4% - 22nd November, 1963 7 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL PLANS 
EXTENSION OF PROGRAMME 


(Coventry) - Plans for action for bringing churches and people through- 
out the world closer together were pledged by churcknen from six coun- 
tries attending conversations at Coventry Cathedral here. 


The plans grew out of four days of talks on "Reconciliation, Friend- 
ship, and Understanding" by 26 clerical and lay representatives from 
the U.S.A., West Germany, France, Sweden, the Netherlands, and Britain. 


It was decided that next steps should be to extend the present links 
of Coventry Cathedral overseas in schemes for exchanges of youth and 
church workers. An early meeting in West Germany was also proposed 
to examine the relevance of Christianity in a modern industrial society. 


The delegates agreed to seek contact with fellow Christians in both 

Hast and West Hurope by taking part in the Prague Christian Peace Con- 
ference, and urged on-the-spot discussions in Berlin by clergy and 

laity on the question of Christianity and Communisn. BPS, Geneva 


LATIN AMERICA DISTRIBUTION 
OF SCRIPTURES ACCELERATED 


(Buck Hill Falls) - Scripture distribution in Latin America is being 
stepped up through greater utilization of the laity in local congrega- 
tions, an American Bible Society official said here ata meeting of 
North and South American mission workers. 


Members of the ABS met jointly here with the annual study conference of 
the Committee on Cooperation in Latin America of the National Council 
of Churches. 


Dr. Laton HE. Holmgren of New York, ABS general secretary, in a major 
address, described how new efforts directed toward increased training of 
laymen and women in Latin American churches are broadening the general 
mission outreach and distribution of Bibles and Scripture portions. 


The American Bible Society and its counterpart agencies around the world 
currently are engaged in a mass effort to boost distribution activites. 
EPS, Geneva 


TWO ROMAN CATHOLIC OBSERVERS 
NAMED TO WCC MISSIONS MERTING 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches has announced that in response 
to an invitation extended to the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity two Roman Catholic observers have been chosen to attend 
sessions of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism to be held 
December 8-20 in Mexico City. 


The tworwitl bey "the Rev. Jorge Mejia, S.J) of Buenos Aires, editor of 
Criterio, and director of the Information Office in Rome of the Latin 
American Council of Bishops during the Second Vatican Council; and 

Rev. Thomas F. Stransky, a U.S. Paulist Father, who is a permanent staff 
member in Rome of the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, and a 
specialist in mission problems. 


Other bodies expected to send observers includes: World Alliance of YMCA's, 
World YWCA, World Student Christian Federation, World Council of Christian 
Education and Sunday School Association, the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, and the National Baptist Convention of Mexico. BPS, Geneva 
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DIRECTOR DEFENDS NEW 
SOUTH AFRICA INSTITUTE 


(Johannesburg) - The director of the new Christian Institute of 
Southern Africa said here that charges that it is a tool of the Com- 
munists are totally false and that it is concerned only to further 
Christian ideals. 


The Rev. Beyers Naude charged detractors with using McCarthy smear 
tactics. He said the institute's multi-racial composition was purely 
incidental towards its main objectives of furthering Christian ideals. 


However, he declared that while the organisation was not concerned with 
political parties, it would not evade the responsibility of declaring 
itself on political questions and legislative principles affecting the 
whole community. 


Harlier Dr. I. J. van der Walt a leading member of the Gereformeerde 
Kerk, had alleged that the institute "comes directly into line with the 
Communist ideology". Writing in Kerkblad, official organ of the Gere- 
formeerde Kerk, Dr. van der Walt said that on the basis of existing 
findings "it is hoped that the institute will be unacceptable to us". 


"The institute consists of Afrikaans and non-Afrikaans, non-white church 
leaders. We have, therefore, a multi-racial community of Christ in 
which the social implications are ignored and it is directly in conflict 
with the idea of separate development." 


However, support for the institute has been voiced by one leader of the 
Gereformeerde Kerk. Dr. B. B. Keet, the well-known theologian, former 
professor at the University of Stellenbosch, writing in Kerkblad, recently 
expressed full agreement with Mr. Naude and the aims of the institute. 


Meanwhile a special committee of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk is 
considering an appeal by Mr. Naude that he be not deprived of his status 
as a minister of the church. When the institute was started the examini- 
ing commission of the church gave him the choice of accepting the direc- 
torship or remaining in the pastorate, ruling that he could not do both. 
The investigating commission has appointed a smaller commission to study 
the legal implications of the affair, and report back to it. 

EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH MINISTER DENIES CHARGES; 
DENIED ACCESS TO BAST BERLIN 


(Berlin) - A Swedish minister in West Berlin has denied Bast Berlin 
charges that he helped six persons escape to the West and that he attemp- 
ted to induce others to leave. He also denied charges that he had been 
instrumental in falsifying passports. 


The Rev. Herbert Jansson, 44, admitted, however, to having helped one 
pastor and his wife to leave the East because they were in "danger" 
and to having transported theological literature into Bast Berlin. 


Kast German authorities have protested to Sweden that Mr. Jansson mis- 
used his diplomatic immunity and have denied him permission to enter 
East Berlin. (See EPS No. 42) EPS, Geneva 
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SHARING SAVED HAITI 
AFTER HURRICANE FLORA 


(Geneva, November 20) - Service Chrétien d'Haiti, the service agency of 
the Protestant churches of Haiti, was not only the first organisation 
in Haiti to begin relief operations after the recent Hurricane Flora 
disaster, but from the very beginning formulated long-term rehabilita- 
tion plans for the distressed. 


So reports the Rev. Theo Tschuy, the Latin America secretary of the 
World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service, on his return to headquarters after a fortnight's tour 
of devastated areas in the Caribbean. 


When the Divisional Committee meets here next week, Mr. Tschuy will 
recommend that WCC member churches be asked for $170,000 for Haiti out 
of a total request for $480,000 to support projects for helping to re- 
store the Caribbean communities, which suffered in the disaster. 


"It is estimated that at least 2,000 persons in Haiti lost their lives 
during the storm from suffocation, collapsing houses, and falling trees", 
Mr. Tschuy says. "The final count may well be double this total. 


"As soon as the Haitian government became aware of the size of the dis- 
aster, it called together the three voluntary agencies Service Chretien 
d'Haiti (SCH), CARE, and CARITAS. The SCH was assigned the area between 
Jacmel and Aquin about 100 kms. in length." 


Mr. John W. Barwick, director of SCH, immediately surveyed this zone 
by helicopter. 


"Lack of medical care and food appeared to be the most immediate problem", 
Mr. Tschuy says. "About 110,000 persons will have to be fed with emer- 
gency rations for the next six months. With a daily ration of only 

lb. of food a head for each Person sathis welt. for..5 1, 000s tons of 
food during this period. Only if seeds are planted now can the popu- 
lation become self-sufficient, by the extremely low Haitian standards, 

by next May. 


"Mr. Barwick told me that during his helicopter flight he entirely 
failed to notice the site of Céte-de-Fer, which had a population of be- 
tween 1,200 and 1,560: only the ruins of a single house still stood." 


Mr. Tschuy reports that Pastor Bernard Lacombe, a Pentecostalist and the 
vice-president of SCH, has given all his time to the work at his own 
expense. With 1l experienced Haitians he set out for the stricken 
territory to meet the landing barges which brought food and other sup- 
plies sent by the US aircraft carrier Lake Champlain. 


Pastor Lacombe organised an emergency committee, including the mayor, 

the military commander, a Roman Catholic priest, and a Protestant pas- 
tor, and set up 20 distribution points inland. A census was taken of 
thousands of people in the area and then each was given a ration card. 


"The team led by Pastor Lacombe", Mr. Tschuy reports, “undertook to bury 
the dead, evacuate the worst medical cases by helicopter, purify the 
water supply, distribute food, and begin the rebuilding and repairing 

of houses. Bach food distribution requires 20 mule trains involving 
more than 800 animals. The team also prepared for the arrival of re- 
lief helpers from the US who will work on long-term projects." 


When Mr. Tschuy left Haiti, 50 team workers sent by Church World Service, 
New York, had already arrived from the United States and more were on 
their way. Most of them were serving on short-term assignments. The 
teams are to work closely with Haitians, teach them new techniques, 

and encourage them to take over responsibility as quickly as possible. 
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Team members come mainly from Lutheran, Brethren, and Mennonite 
churches. Pastor Jacques Demeret from Sete has been placed at 
the disposal of SCH by CIMADE, the service agency of the Protes- 
tant and Orthodox churches in France, to direct the churches re- 
lief and rehabilitation programmes in Haiti. et 


During his stay in Haiti, Mr. Tschuy prepared with the SCH a com- 
prehensive relief programme which includes building, agricultural, 
road construction, water supply, medical, and church reconstruction 
projects. These he will recommend to the Divisional Inter-Church 
Aid Committee at its meeting in- Geneva next week. 


Mr. Tschuy also visited Haiti's neighbour, the Dominican Republic, 

and the island of. Tobago. In one hurricane-stricken region of the 
Dominican Republic he was told by the governor that 20,000 persons 

had been affected by the storm and would need emergency rations and 
temporary housing for about six months. Seeds would have to be plant- 
ed immediately. 


In Tobago he found that in one district at least three-quarters of the 
buildings had been damaged but, "by some miracle", the death-roll had 


amounted to no more than 19. The island's economy, however, has been 
disrupted and many small farmers, who had their coconut trees uprooted, 
have lost their means of. support. EPS, Geneva 


SWISS CHURCHES AND MISSIONS 
MARK GROWING COOPERATION 


' (Lausanne ) - Growing cooperation between mission societies and churches 
in western Switzerland will be climaxed with the formal organisation | 
here this weekend of the Missionary Synod for French-speaking Switzerland. 


The new organisation will mark the official integration of six BKuropean- 
based mission agencies and the Protestant churches in four Swiss cantons. 
Until now these churches have carried on no missionary work, all of it 
being in the hands of the agencies. During the past decade, however, 
cooperation has become increasingly close. In 1952 they launched a 
joint journal and as early as 1959 began discussion of plans which led 
to the organisation of the Synod. 


Observers liken the action to the integration in late 1961 of the World 
Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, now the 
WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism, an action which brought 
the concern for missions into the main stream of the ecumenical movement. 


The six mission agencies involved in the move ares the Moravian Mis- 
sions, the Basel Mission, the Paris Mission, the Swiss Mission in South 
Africa, the Protestant Mission of Belgium, and Christian Action in the 


Orient. The eight churches are in four cantons: ‘Vaud, Valais, 
Geneva, and Neuchatel. In addition, individual congregations in 
Fribourg, and Bern are taking part. EPS, Geneva 
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PORTUGAL'S FOREIGN MINISTER 
DEFENDS ANGOLA POLICY 


(Washington, D.C.) - The complaints of missionaries about oppression 
in Angola were dismissed lightly as "not correct" in a talk to the 
National Press Club here by the foreign minister of Portugal. 


In answer to a question, Dr. Franco Nogueira said that four missionaries 
had been expelled from Angola because "in our view they indulged in 
activity which did not belong to missionary work". He said their only 
"repression" was detention in Angola and Portugal and then expulsion 
from there. 


Former missionaries in Angola generally have been highly critical of 
Portuguese actions there. Several church agencies, including the 
Rxecutive Committee of the World Council of Churches, have strongly de- 
nounced the nation's policies in Angola. 


Dr. Nogueira said Portugal believes in the principles of "an integrated 
multi-racial society" and of "self-determination, (which) means the 
consent of the people". He held that "the people's voice is deter- 
Mined by their participating in the country's political and admini- 
strative life" and that independence for Angola would mean "another 
large area in Africa would be lost to the free world". 

i EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC THEOLOGIAN 
DECRIES CONFUSED TERMINOLOGY 


(Rome ) - A prominent German Roman Catholic theologian has said that the 
repeated criticisms that the Roman Catholic Church does not recognige 
other churches is “a foolish quarrel about words" and "a talking at 
cross purposes''. 


Professor Eduard Stakemeier of Paderborn, Germany, said in an interview 
here that the Roman Catholic Church definitely recognizes "the reality 
which the Protestants call ‘churches'" andthat it "welcomes the fact 
that fellowship and brotherhood exist between all true Christians all 
over the world". 


“But he added, "it is not possible to call such a fellowship the 'Church! 
in dogmatic terms, because according to the Romm Catholic concept a 
‘Church! must have a bishop who has been consecrated in apostolic suc- 
cession. 


"The distinction between the Roman Catholic and the Reformed concept 

of 'the Church! is a real one, because it involves a real truth", he 
added, "but this eternal talk about the necessity to recognize each 
other as churches is only a foolish quarrel about words. Roman Catho- 
lics and Reformed Christians are talking at cross-purposes because they 
use the word 'Church! in a different sense". EPS, Geneva 
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GENEVA CHURCH MOVES TO 
STREAMLINE ADMINISTRATION 


(Geneva) - First steps designed to streamline the administrative 
apparatus of the Swiss Reformed Church of the Canton of Geneva have 
been taken here. . 


The programme, approved in a recent vote by the Geneva electorate - 

4,998 to 4,044 - will revise structures dating back to 1908. Changes 
approved include an increase in the membership of the consistoire 

(the governing body) from 67 to 80 persons; approval of women dele- 
gates to the consistoire; a revisal in the ratio of pastors to laymen 

in consistoire membership, now to be one pastor to three laymen as com- 
pared with 10 to 57 previously; anda new study of the responsibilities 
of parish councils. EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST LAUDS POPE JOHN 
CITES 'NEW DAY' IN SPAIN 


(San Antonio, Texas) - A veteran Southern Baptist missionary in Spain, 
paying tribute to the late Pope John XXIII, said here the Roman Catho- 
lic pontiff's short reign brought a "new day" to Protestants in Spain. 


The Rev. Joe Mefford, in addressing the Baptist Women's Missionary 

Union's annual meeting, declared that Pope John's reign "somehow, some- 
way really made a difference in Spain and it turned on the light for 

WS a Ob. OF place. . BPS, Geneva 


END 'WHITE-ONLY' IMMIGRATION 
CHURCHMEN ASK AUSTRALTA 


(Sydney) - Prominent clergymen and community leaders in New South Wales 
have urged that Australia's new government, which will be elected at the 
end of November, publicly renounce the country's "white-only" immigration 
policy. \ 


Among the religious leaders endorsing this proposal were Dr. Hugh R. 
Gough, Anglican Primate of Australia; the Rt. Rev. M. A. Macalpine, 
moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Australia; and Bishop Norman 
Cardy, head of the Australian Methodist Conference. EPS, Geneva 


LWF VISITORS REPORT VITAL 
CHURCH LIFE IN HUNGARY 


(Geneva) - A strong and deep religious vitality capable of enduring 
adversity was found in the Hungarian Evangelical (Lutheran) Church by 

a Lutheran World Federation delegation during a nine-day visit, its mem- 
bers reported on returning here. 


Among the observations they cited were overflow congregations at worship 
services, active participation in church life by large numbers of young 
people, generous support for building projects, and a pastoral ministry 
of high calibre. 


Heading the delegation, which ended its visit to Hungary on November 4, 
was the LWF executive secretary, Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen. During their 
brief stay, they visited numerous congregations and church institutions 
in scattered localities, spoke at services, met with large groups of 
pastors, held discussions with Lutheran and ecumenical churchmen, and 
made a courtesy visit to the Hungarian State Secretary for Church Affairs. 
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In addition, Dr. Schmidt-Clausen paid a visit to Bishop Lajos Ordass, 
now retired, who is an honorary member of the LWF Executive Committee 
a former vice-president of the Federation. BPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Not far from a communist school in Kobe, Japan, a group of Chinese 
Christians has dedicated a new kindergarten building. The two schools 
are the only ones in this major Japanese city where classes are taught 
only in Chinese. A large number of overseas Chinese, both refugees 
and long-time residents, live in Kobe. The communist school, started 
several years ago, includes elementary grades. The Christian school, 
for the present, is limited to a three-year kindergarten course for 
Children from 3.to 6 years old. But the Kobe Chinese Presbyterian 
Church, which spongors the kindergarten, has announced it hopes to add 
an elementary school. 


Fe eG Ie 


Churches in fellowship in the conservative wing of world Lutheranism 
have been urged by their fellow believers in France and Belgium to 
"strive toward a close federation" on an international level. The 
appeal was issued "in the interest of confessional Lutheranism" by a 
general assembly in Mulhouse,- France,of the 1,000-member Evangelical 
Lutheran Church - Synod of France and Belgiun., The synod and the ° 
churches with which it is in fellowship are not menbers of the Lutheran 
World Federation. 


CAMARA UIZAG 


The 12th German Protestant Kirchentag will be held at Cologne in the 
summer of 1965. The exact date has not yet been fixed. 


aS Meee ete as 


The head of American Reform Judiasm has called on Jews to reassess 
Jesus and to revise an "oft-times jaundiced view of Him in whose nane 
Christianity was established'. speaking in Chicago, Rabbi Maurice N. 
BKisendrath, president of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
noted that the Vatican Council is considering a statement condemning 
anti-semitism, and added: "Inter-religious understanding based on 
mutual respect is not a one-way street", 


ean ag asthe 


Hast Berlin press reports the arrest of Pastor Werner Arnold pastor 
of St. Mary's Church (Marienkirche) in Hast Berlin on charges of 
"serious infringement of the law". .Reports specifically accused him 
of "extensive traffic in people" from the Bast. to the West. 


REA sk 


some 250 delegates to the Kvangelical Missionary Society-of Paris have 
approved plans to set up an information service to publicize their work. 
| x * | 


¢ 


oa 
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The Rabbinical Council of New Orleans (U.S.A.) has announced that 
Synagogues and temples will be open to Protestants, Roman Catholics, 
and Orthodox on January 12 in the second step of "Project Understanding", 
Barlier, Archbishop John P. Cody of New Orleans had issued an invitation 
to Protestant, Orthodox and Jewish congregations to attend "open house" 
in 10 Catholic churches on December 29. Protestant leaders are reported 
considering dates for "open house" at representative churches. 


racdulihcad ira 


A plan. to help churches in New South Wales to get to know each other 
better has been announced by the N.S.W. State Committee of the Australian 
Council of Churches. A secretary will be appointed to spend at least 

a third of each year in. country ‘areas of the State. - Lovenable visits 
of several weeks! duration to be made to different areas it has acquired 
a caravan, which will serve as travelling office, study, literature stall, 
and promotion instrument. 


red ir iettyae 


The Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America, holding its 
quadrennial Sobor (General Convention) here, agreed to purchase a 500- 
year-old famed holy ikon of the Virgin Mary from a private collector for 
$500,000. Measuring 10 by 13 inches and encrusted with some 1,000 
diamonds, emeralds, rubies, sapphires and pearls, the ikon, which is 
credited with many miracles, is known as the "Virgin of Kazan", named 
after the Russian city where it was painted about 1400. Plans call 

for the ikon tc be displayed in the New York World's Fair pavilion of 
the Russian Church. 


Se a cag 


The first ordination service for women pastors has been held in the 
Grossmunster Church in ZUrich, Switzerland. Twelve women were ordain- 
ed, asa result .of church-legislation passed in July. All twelve 

have been working for several years as pastors! assistants oras "acting 
pastors". 


x eX 


The Society for Cooperation between Christians and Jews in Dtisseldorf, 
Germany, has set up a "Bible-study Fellowship" to organise public 
meetings for study of the Psalms. The "Bible Evenings" run by the 
pociety are led by Jews, Roman Catholics, and: Protestants. te 


STS Re a 


A crash programme of secondary education is absolutely vital in Tangan- 
yika, Nyasaland, and Northern Rhodesia, Canon J. S. Kingsnorth of the 
Universities Mission to Central Africa, said in a’ speech in London. 

He reported that the "educational explosion" in Central Africa demands 
rapid expansions of secondary school staff and that qualified African 
staff are few in number. He predicted that teachers from overseas 
will be urgently need for the next 20 years. 


i 
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SPECIAL REPORT 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN THE SUDAN 


by the Rev. Alan R. Booth, London, secretary of 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 


(NOTE: EPS provides this article as a service to its readers in 
view of the seriousness of the situation in the Sudan and the 
wide-spread concern it has created. The views expressed are not 
necessrily those cof ths World Council of Churches-or of the other 
sponsoring bodies of EPS). : | | 


The Sudan stretches 1,200 miles up to the River Nile, from the sandy fron- 
tier with Egypt to the head-waters of the river in tropical Africa. The 
capital city of Khartoum in the North lies in the region of Arab and 
Islamic culture while the inhabitants of the South are Bantu of tradi- 
tionally pagan culture. The diversity of the country was further em- 
phasised under British colonial administration which made it a matter of 
policy to protect the more primitive African tribes of the South from 
Arab and Islamic influence. In effect at that time the country was 
governed in two parts by the Imperial power, and while Christian mis- 
Slonary enterprise was not warmly welcomed in the Northern area lest it 
offend Moslem susceptibilities, it received encouragement in the South 
48 a Ccivilising influence, bearing much of the responsibility for ed- 
ucation, medical work and other social services. 


On independence the problem facing the Government of the Sudan was to 
establish the unity of the country and to extend government services on 
a uniform basis to all the regions, The gravity of this problem was 
reflected in the fact that it has been deemed necessary to suspend the 
constitution and establish a system of military rule. In 1956 the 
authority of the government in Khartoum was Challenged by certain pro- 
vinces in the South where the suspicion existed that the African pop- 
ulation could not expect an energetic and sympathetic understanding of 
its needs from a government centred in Khartoum and indentified with 
Islam. On the other hand the government in Khartoum believed that 
certain Christian groups in the South were associated with the movement 
to secure a measure of local autonomy and had feared that Christian 
influence would be exercised to divert the loyalty of the Southerners 
away.from the authorities of the new state and lead them to look for 
their advancement in education and other fields more to the activities 
of foreign missions than to the new state programmes being initiated 
from Khartoum. 


It is against this background that the Missionary Societies Act of 1962 
of. the Government of the Sudan must be understood. Under this Act the 
government took powers to control a. wide variety of missionary activi- 
ties including the entry of missionaries from abroad, the production of 
literature, the organisation of social activities, the collection of 
money, the holding of, land etc. Subsequently a considerable number of 
Roman Catholics and Protestant missionaries have been excluded from the 
‘ Sudan, especially those engaged in education, and also sone engaged in 
medicine and other forms of social service. It is maintained that the 
services of these people are no longer necessary Since, in contrast 
with the British regime in the Southern province, the Government of the 
Sudan is now able and willing to provide adequate state systems of 
schools, hospitals etc. 
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So far it might be judged that the events in the Sudan are not different 
in principle from those with which the Christian missionary enterprise 
h@és come to terms in many other newly independent countries - the taking 
over by the state of welfare activities which the Church had pioneered. 
Moreover there must be considerable sympathy with a policy of "Sudani- 
sation" designed to give the country a form of general administration 
which will manifest and strengthen its unity. It may be suggested 

that in a country of this diversity it would be wiser to accord a degree 
of local or provincial autonomy in the South but this involves a poli- 
tical judgement on which Christians in other parts of the world have no 
particular competence. Indeed it would be a tregedy if their proper 
concern for religious liberty became entangled with the fortunes of a 
particular political movement hostile to the government. 


But’ when all that has been said there remain causes for alarm. In the 
first place the wording of the Missionary Societies Act is ambiguous and 
its provisions could-be-held to cover not only the activities of foreign 
missions but the life of the Church in the Sudan itself. This inevit- 
ably arouses the fear that the Sudan government is concerned to restrict 
and limit the life of the Christian community in the Sudan, however 
politically loyal if may be, simply because that community does not 
conform to Islan. In the second place experience suggests that there 
is a confusion in the minds of many of those officials working in the 
South (themselves Northerners, Arabic speaking and zealous) between 
NSudanisation" and "Islamisation". Thus the entry into the state ed- 
ucation system now offered is overwhelmingly through Koramic schools and 
while there are legal provisions to permit Christian parents to send their 
children elsewhere it is found in practice that it is often impossible 
for children to be educated except within the framework of Islam. In 
consequence there has been a considerable movement of young people out 
of the Sudan to other neighbouring territories where Christian schooling 
is available. Thirdly it is not clear what meaning is given to the _ 
concept of religious freedom within Islam. There is some evidence to 
suggest that it can be understood in the Sudan as the removal of all non- 
Moslem religious influences in order that the pagans of the Southern 
province should be free to choose to become Moslems. 


It was inevitable that the question of religious freedom in the Sudan 
should become in the minds of some people enmeshed in the conflict be- 
tween the Arab and African population, in the political problem of the 
proper structure of the country, and in the frictions and adjustments 
attending the evolution from Imperial influence to independence. - In 

the process wild charges have been made on both sides - to the effect 

that the Christian community was the agency of outside influences or, on 
the other side, that according to "Time" magazine, Juba Cathedral has 
already been turned into a Mosque. But even when such extravagances are 
discounted, and when it has been acknowledged that the government of any 
country has the right to determine what aliens shall work within its 
borders, a disturbing anxiety remains. Does the Government of the Sudan 
genuinely accept the cultural plurality of the country? Once it is 
assured of the political loyalty of its citizens will it secure a proper 
place for the Christian community within the national life? And if these 
questions are answered in the affirmative is the goverrment able and will- 
ing to control the operations of its officials, largely recruited in the 
North, so that this policy is fully implemented in the Southern province? 
These are the questions that the Christian communities about the world 
must continue to ask in view of present circumstances. 


EPS, Geneva 
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DR. VISSER 'T HOOFT PREACHES AT 
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR PRESIDENT. KENNEDY 


(Geneva) - Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, told a sorrowing international congregation of more than two 
thousand persons gathered for a memorial service in Genevats St. Pierre 
Cathedral that the death of President John F,. Kennedy places upon all men 
an obligation to follow in the pathway his vision set, 


"The shock which the world has received must become a salutary shock which 
leads us to the decision to work more faithfully, more wholeheartedly for 
the great objectives which John Kennedy had made his own", he declared. 


Taking as his text Psalm 142: 2-3, "With my voice I make supplication to the 
Lord. I call out my complaint before Him. I tell my trouble before Him", 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft said the worldwide "unanimity" of the "complaint" is 
possible because "we have lost a man whom we needed so very, very much. 


"We will never know why his family, his country, and humanity had to lose 
the man who seemed more indispensable than anyone else", he continued. 

"But when we take our complaint to God He will say to us that it is pre- 
cisely because we live in a world where such things happen that He has sent 
His Son and that that Son died on the Cross. The obscurity is not abol- 
ished, but in that obscurity there is light for those who have eyes to see 
the light of Christmas which shines in the darkness. 


"The great secret of the men of the Psalms is that as they tell their 
trouble to God they discover that God does not only listen to their com- 
plaint, but identifies Himself with men and enters Himself into their 
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suffering, that the infinite compassion of God has found its full expression 
in the coming of the Son who accepts to suffer and die for us." 


Also participating in the service, which was arranged by the American 
(Protestant Episcopal) Community Church here, were Pastor Alain Perret, 
moderator of the Company of Pastors of Geneva, and the Hon. Roger W. Tubby, 
U.S. Representative to International Organizations in Geneva, who read the 
lessons. The prayers were offered by an American Roman Catholic clergyman, 
Father Brian McCarthy, and by Rabbi Max Braude, Chaplain U.S.A.(retd.). The 
Rev. Perry Williams, rector of the Amerigan Church, read the opening 
sentences, 


(The complete text of Dr. Visser 't Hooft!s sermon is appended.) EPS, Geneva 


POSSIBILITY OF ECUMENICAL CENTRE 
IN JERUSALEM TO BE STUDIED 


Usenaya -~ The possibility of establishing an ecumenical study centre in 
Jerusalem to further better relations between Christians and Jews is being 
explored by a small group convened by the Committee on the Church and the 
Jewish People of the World Council of Churches. 


The group, comprising several prominent Christian leaders in. aeeed is 
contacting churches and mission agencies in Isrsel to seek eke Suenos 
for the proposed centre. 


If established it will be the first ecumenical centre for the study of 
Jewish-Christian relations. Similar Christian centres exist, however, on 
the study of non-Christian religions in other parts of the ae ate re 


An announcement stressed the exploration is a tentative first step and more 

definite moves will be made only after the support of a substantial number 

of Christian churches and agencies is agsurad, When this happens the group 
will then formally approach the authorities who must approve the plan, 


The announcement comes against a background of growing resentment on the 
part of many Israelis, particularly of the ultra-orthodox group, against = - 
Christian missions, The last 12 months have seen demonstrations against 
Christian missions, as well as an attempt to introduce into Parliament a 
bill which would seriously restrict Christian missions! activity. 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, director of the WCC's Department on World Mission 
and Evangelism, said the centre will seek to prepare the way for "mature, 
scholarly dialogue" between Christians and Jews in "an atmosphere of 
complete objectivity and openness", 


He said it is not planned that the centre would be conducted under WCC 
auspices, but it is hoped that it would be sponsored by interested groups 
already established in Israel, : 


The four-fold aims of the centre as outlined at a recent meeting here would 
be: "to'reach a better understanding of the mutual relations between 
Judaism and Christianity; to encourage the churches everywhere to give 
attention to the life and the thought of Judaism and to provide for them — ; 
information about contemporary Judaism; to provide a centre for theo- 
logical study of the subject for the churches of Israels; and to discover 
points where cooperation between Christians and Jews can take place and in 
particular to assist the Christian churches in Israel in this matter". 

EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN-~REFORMED COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDS !JOINT PROGRAMME STRUCTURES! 


(Chicago) - Representatives of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (Southern) 
and the Reformed Church in America have proposed that their denominations 
combine the administrative structures of programmes in which the two bodies 
are now cooperating to make their witness more effective. 


The proposal was made by the Joint Committee of the Southern Presbyterian 
and Reformed Churches which has been conducting talks looking toward “unity 
in faith and action", 


In a statement clarifying the status of these conversations, the committee 
said that the present cooperation of the two denominations in a number of 
"important areas" is not sufficient "to express the degree of unity that 

already exists between us", . EPS, Geneva 


CONGO WOMEN ATID 
KOREAN CONGREGATION 


(Soonchun) - Women of the Presbyterian Church in Mutoto, Congo, have sent 
their total World Day of Prayer offering ($30.77) to women of a Presbyterian 
church in. Soonchun, Korea. With it came a note expressing "our love and 
Sympathy in these troubled times", Their gift was sent after they heard 

of the Korean congregation's need. 


Korean Presbyterian women and Presbyterian U.S. (Southern) missionaries had 
begun a new congregation in Kwang Choon, a town near Soonchun. They were 
forced to hold their services in a borrowed room of a stable, since no 
public meeting hall or school was available, Now numbering between 30 and 
40 adults, the congregation needed a better meeting place. The gift from 
the Congo women will go towards the purchase of a residence for use as a 
church. 


Korean women here have marvelled that the women, in the midst of their own 


poverty and civil strife, would send a gift to far-off Korea. They have 
written the Congo women to assure them that the gift will be used to help 
the church that began in a stable. EPS, Geneva 


CUBA WOULD WELCOME DRUGS AND 
RELIEF GOODS, BUT NOT PERSONNEL 


(Kitchener, Diivay) - Cuba is ready to accept medicines and relief goods, but 
not personnel, the director of the Canadian Mennonite Central Committee 
reported here after his return from a ten-day visit to Havanna, 


Mr. Harvey Taves said Cuba is suffering a serious shortage of medicines. 
The names of chronically-ill people can be obtained, and Cuban laws would 
permit the sending of medicines into the country without fear of confis- 
cation, he said, 


The MCC office here has announced it is planning an experimental programme 
of drug shipments in answer to this need. Mr. Taves indicated that they 
might start with 50 to 100 names and that an average of five dollars would 
be needed to supply each person with medicine for a month. He added that 
Cuba would also be open to relief goods, but that these materials would te 
distributed through government channels, EPS, Geneva 
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CONFERENCE STUDIES CHURCHES! 
MISSION TO TRIBAL PEOPLES 


(Sagada, The Philippines) - Establishment of a Christian Institute for 
tribal studies in Asia has been recommended by a Consultation on Tribal 
Communities held here. 


Some 40 national leaders and fraternal workers from seven south-east Asian 
nations urged the step as a means of helping the churches fulfil their 
Mission and service among peoples of ethnic minorities. 


The nine-day consultation was sponsored by the Hast Asia Christian Confer- 
ence in cooperation with the National Council of Churches of the Philippines. 
Delegates came from Taiwan, India, Burma, Pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
the Philippines. 


A report of the consultation suggested the proposed Institute should have a 
three-fold purpose: 1) to gather and present (the churches) with facts 
about cultural minorities in South and East Asia; 2) to study the indigen- 
ous churches in tribal areas; and 3) "to help us to a greater understanding 
of how and where we may present the Christian message to our (tribal) 
brethren..." 


The report suggested institute study should be conducted by "highly trained 
sociologists, anthropologists, and theologians who would help to analyze 
culture and religion by more modern techniques of investigation..." 


Major study subjects of the conference were an examination of the problems 
connected with the evangelization of and building of indigenous churches 
among tribal peoples, and the churches! responsibility to help tribal 
peoples undergoing rapid social change. 


Consultation chairmen were: Bishop J. Lakra, of Bihar, India, and Bishop 
Edward G. Longid, of Bontoc, Philippines. EPS, Geneva 


DR.» FRY SEES LUTHERAN ASSOCIATION 
"ALL BUT CERTAIN" BY 1967 


(Washington, D.C.) - Formation of "some kind of an association" of major US 
Lutheran bodies appears "all but certain" by 1967, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
president of the Lutheran Church in America, said here. 


Addressing the Lutheran Laymen's Fellowship, a group of some 275 laymen and 
pastors of several Lutheran groups - including ten Congressmen - Dr. Fry 
referred to denominational discussions of recent years towards possible 
formation of a new cooperative agency to replace the present National 
Lutheran Council. 


Involved in the talks are the three largest US Lutheran grovys ~ the LCA, 
the Lutheran Church=Missouri Synod, and the American Lutheran Church = and 
the smaller Synod. of Evangelical Lutheran Churches (Slovak). 


The LCA and ALC’= each formed through the union of four Lutheran churches 
since 1960 - currently are the only members of the National Lutheran Council. 


The proposed new association would be for theological study as well as co-- 
operation in public relations, mission services, education services and 
welfare, and other miscellaneous services, EPS, Geneva 
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NEXT MEETING PLANNED BY 
CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN CHURCHES 


(Liebfrauenberg, Alsace, France) - Plans for the next full meeting of the 
Conference of European Churches have been made at a two-day meeting here af 
its presidium and advisory committee, The meeting is scheduled October 5-— 
9, 1964, at Nyborg Strand, Denmark. It will be the conference's fourth 
meeting at that site, 


Selected provisionally as the theme for the conference was "Living Together", 
Conference sessions are expected to deal with an examination of this theme 
in relation to the situation within kurope; to Europetfs relations to other 
continents; and to the difficulties existing between the generations. 


Alsuy on the meeting agenda will be the consideration of and action upon a 
draft constitution for the Conference. 


Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, Conference executive secretary, reported to the 
meeting here a "considerable increase" in general interest in the work of 
the Conference, He also said that progress has been "generally good" in 
the development of the four Conference working groups. These four are 
concerned with: the obligation of European churches to other continents; 
church-state relations in contemporary Europe; the churches and present 
Social changes in Europe; and responsible cooperation between the genera- 
tions. 


A report presented on the Conference's financial situation noted that the 
Speediest responses to requests for Support generally had come from the 
smallest European churches. EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH COUNCIL EXPRESSES 
CONCERN ON S.A. ARMS VOTE 


(London) ~ A nine-member delegation representing the British Council of 
Churches has communicated to the British Foreign Office the Council's 
"grave concern" about the fact that the United Kingdom representative to 
the United Nations refrained from voting on a recent resolution recommend- 
ing the discontinuation of arms exports to South Africa. 


The delegation led by the Bishop of Chichester, Dr. Roger Wilson, was 
received at the Foreign Office by Lord Carrington, Minister without Purt- 
folio, on behalf of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 


A Council press bulletin said the delegation had a "full and frank discussion 
with the Minister lasting more than an heur", However, no details of the 
conversation were released, 


The visit by a "representative delegation" had been requested in a resolu- 
tion adopted by the Council on October 16, That resolution expressed 
concern for the act of the United Kingdom in refraining from voting in view 
of a statement made earlier by the UK representative to the UN Security 
Council, ~~ 


In that statement the UK representative had told the Security Council: "It 
is the position of my government that no arms should be exported to South 
Africa which would enable that policy of apartheid to be enforced", 

EPS, Geneva 
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PHILIPPINE CHURCHES FOUND 
NEW NATIONAL COUNCIL 


(Manila) - The Philippine National Council of Churches has been. formedchers 
by seven Protestant churches representing some 4,000,000 persons, or approx- 
imately ten per cent of the nation's population. 


The new body replaces the Philippine Federation of Christian VET CHES which 
comprised five churches, re 


Joining in the new NCC with the five were the Philippine Independent 
(Aglipayan) Church, and the a eae Protestant Episcopal Church. 


The other NCC members are the Church of Christ (Disciples), Philippine Baptist 
Convention, Philippine Methodist Church (independent), dee ee Church, of Christ 
in the Philippines, and The Methodist -Church. 


Officers include Bishop Isabelo de Los Reyes of the Aglipayan Church, chair- 
man; and three co-chairmen, Dr. Fidel Galang (Methodist) , Bishop Enrique . 
Sobrepena (United Church), and Bishop Lyman C. Ogilby (Episcopal). 


The NCC will have various departments etakaodd literature, home and family 
lafe,. rural tie Christian education, and audio-visual services. oe isee 
EPS, Geneva 


SERB AND BULGARIAN PATRIARCHATES - 
ASK AID FOR MONASTERIES | 


(Athens) - The Serbian and Bulgarian Patriarchs have ‘both Wetter to the 
Ecumenical Patriarch bringing to his notice the state of the monasteries of 
Chiliandari (Serb) and Zographos (Bulgarian) at Mt. Athos, acoording to 

the official news service of the Greek Government. Both are reportedly 
faced with an acute crisis owing ne the peri eet of recruiting novices 

to fill the places of aged monks. ; 


The communications asked for the a Meena Patriarch!s intervention with 
the Greek Government to permit the admission of novices from their TRE trio 
tive countries. | 


The Service said the Russian monastery of St. Panteleimon on Mt. Athos is- 
in the same ‘position. bes BEey ‘Geneva © 


EUROPEAN. MENNONITES 3 
SEND RICE TO INDONESIA 


cesn Pa.) ~ European Mennonites have announced gel wid send 40 tons of. 
rice to Indonesians. on, the island of Java who are reportedly faced with 
drought, rising rice prices, and imminent starvation, 


Abnormal dry spells and rats threaten what remains of the Indonesians! CLOPe 
In some communities rats have completely destroyed the rice fields. ..Addéd 
to this are the mushrooming prices. The cost of rice is reported to have 
‘almost doubled in a week and is believed likely to continue to soar. cheer 
1961 Indonesia suffered ls hahah ced starvation but it appears that conditions 
now are much worse. 4 ERPS, Geneva 
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ALL AMERICANS SEEN 
UNDER "TERRIBLE JUDGMENT" 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches in the United States has issued 
a statement on the death of President Kennedy saying that his assassination 
places all living Americans "under terrible judgment". 


"His martyrdom", it declared, "resulted not alone from the dreadful act of 
one person, but equally from the accumulated acts of all of us, who have 
hated when we should have loved, who have condemned others only because they 
failed to agree with us, who have forgotten that we are forever called to 
lose ourselves for those things ees are right and good for all’ men, and 
not alone for ourselves". 


The statement, signed by J. Irwin Miller, president of the 3l-member NCC, 
said that President Kennedy "came to responsibility in a time of difficulty 
and peril and he led the nation with courage and dignity ... under a great 
test he acquitted himself well". | 


The nation's gratitude, the statement said, “and the blessing of God rest on 
John Kennedy this day, and the mercy of God on those of us who remain, upon 
all of whom in a most real sense this burden now descends", 


Around the world other church leaders joined in mourning the President's 
death. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the World Council!s Central Committee and 
president of the Lutheran Church in America, declared that with all the 
members of his church he felt "stricken and ashamed at the outrage that has 
happened in our country. We pray for God's steadying hand on the Republic 
and its new leader", he said. 


Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, executive secretary in the United States of the World 
Council, termed the assassination "a shocking tragedy". 


"We express profound sympathy to his family and to all who shared his life 
and responsibilities in intimate comradeship. His assassination is an un- 
mitigated shame to a nation that prides itself on its high civilization. 
May soberness come upon our nation in its distress and may we be newly 
united as a people in the self-~ fee eae of a mature and responsible 
citizenship." 


From Geneva Dr, Weds Visser 't Hooft, WCC general secretary, cabled President 
Lyndon Johnson his "deep consternation over the loss of the president whose 
leadership contributed so greatly to peace and progress in the world. May 
he rest in peace." 


Dr. Hugene Carson Blake, chief executive of the United Presbyterian Church 
in the USA, a member of the WCC!s Executive Committee, issued a statement 
calling the assassination "stark tragedy. 


"Those who have been making irresponsible attacks upon him and his policies 
are as responsible for his death as the one who pulled the trigger", he said. 
Recalling the death by assassination of President Abraham Lincoln one 
hundred years ago, he said it was because the United States had not followed 
"the just and generous policies of Lincoln that it is still torn in section- 
al and racial strife", He addeds 


"We pray God’ that John Kennedy's death, tragic though it is, will be the 
turning point for which we have been working and praying: that the American 
people in revulsion against all hate, violence, and bitterness will move — 
forward together into a'new era, and across a new frontier of freedom and 
justice for all Americans," 
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The Archbishop of Canterbury, one of the WCC's six presidents, declared: "I 
am deeply grieved by the death of President Kennedy. He was a statesman of 
Christian ideals whose service to his fellows was inspired by his faith in 
God, and the world will be the poorer for his death and the better for his 
great example." 


The World Alliance of YMCAs, in a cable to President Johnson, expressed 

"orief and concern at the untimely death of President Kennedy. He had 

great faith in youth and gave inspiring leadership to the achievement of 
worthy goals," 


The Lutheran World Federation cabled President Johnson "its profound sorrow 
at the tragic death of President Kennedy" and its "sincerest wishes for 
God's blessing in the great responsibilities of your office". 


Dra Martin Niemdller, president of the Church of Hesse-Nassau, Germany, one 
of the six World Council presidents, called the death "a trial sent by God 
upon mankind". He said the universal grief felt in the world had broken 
down all barriers and differences between peoples. He described the late 
president as "a man and statesman whose life and work were dedicated to 
world peace". 


Dr. Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin, declared: "The whole world is deeply 
stricken ,.. When we.recall his jubilant greeting to Berlin and his words 
'T am a Berliner too!, we share the grief of the American people that the 
career of one of the most hopeful and influential men in the world should 
end so soon." a * . "BPS, Geneva 


EAST GERMAN CHURCHES EXPRESS 
MISGIVINGS ABOUT NEW DIBELIUS BOOK 


(Berlin) - The East Berlin Synod of the Evangelical Church of Berlin- 
Brandenburg has expressed serious misgivings about a new. book dealing with 
the question of authority by the Bishop of Berlin, Dr. Otto Dibelius. 


A statement issued by Superintendent Gtinter Jacob of the Eastern Synod said 
it had been published against the wishes of the governing board of the 
church in the Eastern Sector, It charged that in the existing situation 
in which the church is split between the two sectors parts of the book 
could "all too easily be interpreted as taking sides in the political 
struggle, thus distorting the theological problem. 


"Christians are then in danger of evading their real responsibility for the 
state and society and of failing to speak the truth in love", the statement 
said. EPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIANS URGED TO REVIEW 
FINANCIAL DEALINGS TO END RACISM 


(New York) = The United Presbyterian Church in the USA has announced its 
intention to purge itself of any vestiges of racial discrimination in its 
financial dealings. 


A letter to executives of denominational agencies from the Rev. G.S. Wilmore, 
Jxv.e, executive director of the church's Commission on Religion and Race, 
asked for adoption by the agencies of a policy statement by the commission 
on hiring, purchasing, building, renting, and investing. 
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Calling this "one of the most important actions" yet taken by the commission, 
which was established by the denomination's 175th General Assembly last May, 
Mr. Wilmore urged United Presbyterian agencies to make an effort to change 
discriminatory practices that may exist in some firms with which they deal. 


Also, he said, commendation is in order for firms dealing with the church 
which do not discriminate or which are attempting to curb discriminatory 


practices. 
* * * 


Last week also the inter-faith National Conference on Religion and Race 
announced that permanent inter-religious conferences on race have been. set 
up in 46 areas. The Conference was formed last. January in Chicago at a 
meeting of clergy and laity sponsored by the agencies of the National 
Council of Churches, the National Catholic Welfare Conference, and the 
Synagogue Council of America, EPS, Geneva 


7 NORTHERN MINISTERS AGREE 
TO STAY IN N.C. JAIL 


(Williamston, N.C.) - Seven of the 11 Northern white ministers arrested for 
leading an anti-segregation march without permits declined to be released 
on bond and preferred to remain in jail pending trial Dec. 2. (See EPS 
No. 43) 


The other four and about 50 Negroes arrested in a series of demonstrations 
in this city were freed on $500 bonds each. All were charged with unlawful 
assembly, obstructing traffic, and parading without a permit. 


some of the 11 clergymen, who came from Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and 
Vermont, staged a hunger strike after their arrest when they found that the 
jails they were sent to were segregated. They ended their fasts when 
prison authorities agreed to desegregate the prisons. 


Meanwhile arriving here in an effort to ease the racial situation were 
representatives of racial commissions of the National Council of Churches 
and the United Church of Christ, EPS, Geneva: . 


PROF. IOANNIDIS, 67, 
DIES IN ATHENS 


(Athens) — Professor Basil Ioannidis, 67, died in Athens, November 25. A 
member of the Greek Orthodcx Church, he was long an ardent supporter of the 
ecumenical movement. He had served as a member of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches since 1954, having been re-elected to the 
Committee for a second term in 1961. He took major responsibility for the 
arrangements for the Central Committee meeting held in August, 1959, on the 
Island of Rhodes, ‘ 


He was professor of New Testament at Athens University, and author of the 
standard textbook in modern Greek on the New Testament. 


‘He was former general director of the Ministry of Education and Religious 
Affairs of the Creek Government.. 


In his own church he was a member of the Committee on Inter-Church Aid end 
Relations of Foreign Churches of the:Holy Synod. EPS, Geneva 
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BISHOP STRESSES NEED 
FOR ORGANIC UNITY - - 


(New York) - Organic unity within Protestantism, Roman Catholicism and 
Orthodoxy must be the goal of the Protestant Episcopal Church, the acting . 
presiding officer of the House of Bishops declaréd Friday at the close of 
a four-day meeting of the House in Little Rock, Arkansas. 


The Rt. Rev. Nelson M. Burroughs, presiding in the absence of the Rt, Rev, 
Arthur Lichtenberger, president, said in a prepared statement that "effort 
towarés reunion is the task of the Church in all its wholeness and it must 
involve both the ordained and unordained". 


The Bishop of Ohio further stated that:Christian unity "must be the vital 
and common concern of a bishop, a priest, and it must matter greatly to the 
laity, whether farmers, lawyers, housewives or whatever walk of life". 


He added that, while the meeting of the 153 Episcopal bishops "offered 
nothing new to the pattern of Episcopal thought regarding Christian unity", 
it did reinforce the philosophy and function of the Church's Commission on 
Approaches to Unity. 


The Commission, at present, is holding eoumenical conversations. with five 
American churches - Methodist, United Presbyterian, Evangelical United 
Brethren, Christian (Disciples of Christ), and United Church of Christ. 


’ EPS, Geneva. 


CHURCH OF GREECE TO CUT CLERGY 
BHDUCATION REQUIREMENTS; ASK MORE AID 


(Athens) ~ The Orthodox Church of Greece has announced it is relaxing its 
educational requirements for ordination because of the shortage of priests. 


In addition the church!s hierarchy has reported it will ask the Government 
Ministry of Religion for bigger honuses for low-income priests in scores of 
villages. 


Behind the move is the hierarchy's concern that. hundreds of villages lack 
priests and have had no services, or baptisms. for moriths. One report said 
elght hundred village churches were without a priest. \ 


“"It is a shame that in the villages along our frontiers the bells of the 
churches in villages opposite, under Communist rule, can be heard, while 
Greek churshes remain closed", one ce ae told a recent meeting of the 
hierarchy. EPS, Geneva. 


YUGOSLAV BISHOP 
VISITS wee 


(Geneva) —- Bishop Sava of the Serwian Orthodox Patriarchate of Belgrade 
spent several days here last week conferring with World Council of Churches 
officials, It was the first official visit by a representative of the 
Patriarchate to the WCC, The church is not yet a WCC member. 


During the visit, designed to acquaint Bishop Sava with the work of the WCC, 
he talked with WCC general secretary, Dr. W.A, Visser 't Hooft and with 
staff members in various departments, He also had sonversations with the 
representatives to the WCC of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Russian 
Orthodox Church, | EPS, Geneva. 


> 
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U.S. CHURCH RE-AFFIRMS 
CONTROVERSIAL STANDS 


(Philadelphia) - The United Presbyterian Church will not back down on its 
stand for racial justice and its support of the Supreme Count ruling 
prohibiting Bible reading and prayer in the public schools. 


This has been made clear by the church's General Council in a letter to 
its 3,200,000 members which appears in the December 1 issue of Presbyterian 
Life, its official publication, .The General Council is the permanent 


advisory body of the Church. 


BHven though these stands have aroused the "deep emotional reaction" of many 
church members, the General Council affirmed: "we cannot afford the luxury 
of being spectators of history. God calls us to be participants." 


The church!s recent actions left some church members "bewildered as they 
felt themselves swept along by forces they could neither understand nor 
control," the letter said. "Others were frustrated or angered because 
‘their! church had involved them in controversy not of their own making and 
not ef: their’ choice." 


However, the General Council noted, the church acted on both issues "out of 
deep conviction rooted:in Scripture and nourished by our Presbyterian 
theological heritage", EPS, Geneva. 


RUSSIAN CHURCH IN U.S.A. 
URGES ORTHODOX UNION 


(New York) - The union of all major Eastern Orthodox bodies in this country 
to form one independent Orthodox Church in America was advocated by the 
Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America here. 


In a resolytion adopted at its quadrennial Sobor (General Convention), the 
Russian Church called on other national Orthodox groups in the United States 
to work for a single church. 


The Russian Church, of which Metropolitan Leonty i: the Ruling Bishop, is 
one of 11 members of the Standing Conference of the Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops in the Americas, formed to further cooperation among then. 
Conference chairman is Archbishop Iakovos of New York, head of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, EPS, Geneva. 


WOMEN IN HOSPITAL 
JOINED IN PRAYER 


(Kwangju, Korea) - Twenty-nine women patients at the Christian Hospital here, 
all suffering with severe cases of tuberculosis, have banded together to 
pray daily for 100 days for specific topics. Every night they meet to pray 
for their nation, for other nations, for patients and hospitals throughout 
the world, for non-Christians, or for the "humble servants of Jesus Christ, 
the missionaries, the pastors, and the evangelists", 


Dr. Herbert A. Codington, Presbyterian US (Southern) missionary and director 
of the hospital explained: "They have every right to be discouraged. Most 
of them are mothers with large familits and come from difficult home circum- 
stances, But though they are restricted from most of the normal activities 
of healthy persons, they can peculiarly make their time count for the king- 
dom of God by prayer together." 


The hospital is supported by the Presbyterian US Korea Mission, 
EPS, Geneva, 
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GERMAN AND RUMANIAN CHURCHES 
TO SEEK CLOSER CONTACTS 


(Frankfurt-am-Main) -- The Evangelical Caurch in Germany (EKD) and the 
Rumanian Orthodox Church are prepared to continue and deepen their contacts, 
Dr. Adolf Wischmann, president of the German church!s Foreign Department, 
said on his return here from his first official visit to Bucarest. He 
reported he had been received "very warmly" as a personal guest of 

Orthodox Patriarch Justinian. 


During the six day visit Dr. Wischmann also had conversations with Bishop: 
Friedrich Mttller of the Evangelical Chureh of the SEES are: Confession in 
Rumania. . " 


The visit also included a trip with a number of other foreign church 
dignitaries to the Moldau district to see Orthodox seminaries and monast- 
eries there which Dr. Wishhmann reported have full enrolments of young 

men training for the priesthood, Others in the party included 
Metropolitan Nikodim, director of the Department.of Foreign Church Affairs 
of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church; and Professor 
Josef Hromadka of Prague, Czechoslovakia, president of the Prague Christian 
Peace Conferance, 


Dr. Wischmann noted in his report the "remarkably close" contacts between - 
the Rumanian ‘Orthodox Church and other Christian churches in Rumania and 
with Jews and Moslems in the country. 

EPS, Geneva. 


SWISS CHURCHES STUDY 
UNION PLAN 


(Lausanne ) - Leaders of the Free Protestant Church and the Swiss Reformed 
Church, which is the national church here in the Canton of hae have 
proposed a union of their churches, 


If their plan is approved, it would be the first: such union in Swiss 
history. The new church would be called the "Reformed Protestant 
Church of the Canton of Vaud.!! 


The union schedule calls for the plan to be submitted to parish councils, 
pastors, and members of synods and theological faculties for discussion. 
This will be followed by a meeting of the respective synods of the two 
churches in late 1964. If approved by the synods, the plan will then 
be submitted to the civil authorities for any modifications they wish to 
make and submitted to the electorate for a final vote. 

EPS, Geneva, 


POPE PAUL WRITES 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 


(Constantinople ) -- fhe text of a letter written by Pope Paul VI .to the 
Ecumenical Patriarch has just been released here. 


It was the first direct communication between a Pope and the yeaa aie 
since ‘the Great Schism of 1054, A.D. 


The letter was sent by the Pope in reply to congratulations tendered him 
on his election to the Papacy by Metropolitan Maximos of saat on behalf 
of the Patriarch. 
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The Pope's letter thanked the Patriarch for hig greetings and declared: 
"The reSponsibility with which Our Lord has entrusted us, as a successor 
of the Apostles, fills us with a strong desire for Chr stian unity and 

for everything which may help to restore perfect concord among Christians". 
It then added: "Let us leave the past to the mercy of God, and listen to 
the counsel of the Apostle: ‘Forgetting those things which are behind, 

and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling-ef God in Christ Jesus...,. because 
Jesus Christ has made me His own,! He has made us His own through the 
gift of the same baptism, the same priesthood, cehebratinn of the same 
Kucharists and the unique sacrifice of the only Lord of the Church. 


"The celebration of this Eucharist always strengthens in us the feelings 
which were in Christ Jesus, permeating us with the meaning and the demands 
of His prayer to His Father: '!That all may be one; as thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us,! May the Lord 
open our hearts to the inspiration of His Spirit and guide us towards the 
full realisation of His will," he concluded. 


EPS, Geneva. 


VATICAN COUNCIL DISCUSSES 
ECUMENISM SCHEMA 


(Rome ) The Second Vatican Council's discussion of the schema on ecumenism 
dealing with the unity of the Christian Church continues here with lively 
debate. 


Observers note that the majority of the Council fathers seem to support 

the schema, and the Council has voted to accept its first three chapters 

as a basis for discussion. These deal with: the principles of ecumenism; 
the practical application of these principles; and relations with other 
Christians. However, no vote has been as yet taken on the inclusion of 
Suggested chapters four and five dealing réspectively with Roman Catholic- 
Jewish relations and religious liberty. 


Karly support was given to the schema by Albert Gregory Cardinal Meyer, 
Archbishop of Chicago, ,USA) and the Most Rev. John Heenan, Archbishop of 
Westminster and Primate of Great Britain. Cardinal Meyer, speaking on 
behalf of an unspecified number of U.S. bishops, and Archbishop Heenan, 
speaking in the name of the entire hierarchy of England and Wales, said 
they welcomed the schema "with joy" because it showed "the mind of the 
Church and gave guidance for the future’. 


Cardinal Heenan added, however, that a statement should be added to the 
Schema expressing the "necessity" for an ecumenical dialogue because the 
"genuine interests of the Church demand that we undertake a fuller and more 
frequent dialogue with all Chriéstians of whatever denomination", 


A Spanish bishop Msgr. Flores of Barbastro also welcomed the schema saying 
that it paves the way to a new epoch and stressing that "our faith cannot 
be an obstacle to dialogue. 


"The World Conncil of Churches allows the churches to remain loyal to 
themselves," he declared. "Nevertheless, there is fruitful dialogue 
between them, This dialogue takes place in Christ, and in the Gospel, 
in charity and in joint action ...,seeking perfect unity achieved in faith". 
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He said the ecumeniéal task for Roman Catholics. should be not only to 
recognize the dignity of other Christians, but to increase it and 
communicate to them that they can remain true to themselves while at the 
same time engaging in dialogue with Roman Catholics, 


Archbishop Jaeger von Paderborn, a member of the Vatican Commission for 
the Promotion of Christian Unity, suggested that the schema should 
emphasise the spiritual bonds of unity - as well as the visible bonds - 
particularly the Eucharist as the sacrament of unity and the Holy Spirit 
as the principle of unity, 


The Maronite Archrishop Zia de of Beirut, Lebanon, speaking in auger of the 
schema said it shanld be made clear that vnity should not be sought by 
suppressing a justifiable diversity, becayge the various Christian 
traditions could and should enrich one another. ~ 


The introduction of ae chapter dealing with religious “liberty brought 
forth prolonged applause, It was introduced by the Most Rev. lmile Joseph 
De Smedt, Bishop of Bruges,Belgium, who said it was undertaken by the 
Council for thé sake of truth because the church had always taught it as 

a principle entrusted to it by Jesus. 


From the esumenical point of view, he said, the chapter is essential 
because "many non-Catholics hold the church in aversion and suspect her 

of Machiavellianism for allegedly demanding religious freedom when she is 
the minority and ignoring it when she gets control." The term 'religious 
liberty! as it is used in the schema, he said, does not mean that man is 
free to solve his religious problem "according to personal whim and 
Caprice with no moral obligation towards.God." Nor does it mean that 
man's conscience can be free of moral law and obligation to God, that 
"error is to be equated with truth," or that man has a right to "sit back 
and enjoy his religious uncertainty". 


What it does mean, he said, is that every man. has the right to free 


exercise of eee according sce the dictates of his conscience, But 
this: is not-an "unlimited right,! It must be regulated by "the common 
good!', ‘ 


EPS, Geneva, 


IN BRIEF 


An experimental programme to train ministers for service in big city slums 

will be launched by Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton N.J., U.8.A,, 
with a $50,000 grant. from the James Foundation of New York, Dr. James I. 

MeCord, seminary president, said the two-year pilot project will be based: 

on the Sean nats current programme of field education training in New Sau 

Philadelphia, Wilmington, Bel., and Newark, and Trenton, Ned. 


Gran Te aa 


For the last two months, Old Catholics in Amsterdam have been holding 
services in a Roman Catholic church, placed at their disposal.while their 
own church is being restored. In other towns in the Netherlands, Homan 
Catholic churches also have been placed at the disposal of Cid Catholics 
.in Similar. cases. 


* * * 
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Bishop Ternik Poladian of the Armenian Apostolic (Orthodox) Church in 
Beirut was found murdered in his flat November 24. He was head of the 
Addis Ababa Theological Seminary of the Coptic Church. Karlier he had 
headed the Seminary in Antelias, Lebanon. 


* * * 


The Presbyterian Church of Wales and the Union of Welsh Independents are 
each to receive £100,000 ($280,000) to raise their ministers! salaries as 
a gift of Welsh philanthropist Sir David James. The gifts were among 
several announced by Sir David, 76, who has given away £2,500,000 of his 
fortune. Last year Sir David offered gifts to the Welsh churches on the 
condition that they unite. This time, it was understood, no such strings 
are attached. 


* * * 


Two members of the Protestant Youth Organization in East Berlin, sentenced 
in 1961 to eight years in prison as "politically dangerous", have been 


released on probation by East German authorities. The two are Dietrich 
Gerloff, 27, and. Jurger Wiechert, 20, 
x * * 


A two-year study of the life and work of three South African Lutheran 
churches will be made at their request by the Lutheran World Federation. 
it will be conducted by Dr. Hans Wilhelm Florin, 35-year-old Westphalian 
clergyman and African affairs expert who ia assistant director of the 

ederation's Department of World Mission in Geneva. LWF officials said 
it will deal with "an historical and contemporary study of three churches 
of missionary origin in that country" - the Southeastern, Transvaal, and 
Tswana regional bodies bearing the common name of Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Southern Africa, 


* * * 


The Russian Orthodox Church at Leipzig, built in memory of the Russian 
soldiers who fell in the battle of Leipzig in 1813, has been restored and 
formally re-opened by Archbishop Sergius of Bast Berlin. The church is 
also being used by the Greek Orthodox congregation in Leipzig. 


* TaN egies 


Jordanian authorities in Jerusalem have announced they will again allow 
Christian pilgrims from Israel to make Christmas visits to Bethlehem and 
other holy places. The number of pilgrims expected to cross over from 
Israel to Jordan through the Mandelbaum Gate is around ole toOU Ne Last year 
some 3,000 Christian Arabs and 2,000 pilgrims and tourists crossed for the 
i2-mile journey to the site of the Nativity. 

EPS, Geneva 
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Appendix 


Sermon preached by Dr. WA. Visser !t Hooft, 
general secretary of the Jorld Councid of Churches, 
at a Memorial Service for President John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
at the Cathédrale de Saint Pierre, Geneva, 25 November, 1963, 


Ps, 142: 2, 3: "With my voice I make supplication to the Lord, T 
call out my complaint before Him. I tell my trouble before Him," 


That is exactly what we have come here for this morning, Since last 
Friday an immense complaint fills the earth. Have we not all been 
deeply impressed and moved by the unanimity of that complaint? We 
discover that even in our divided world it is still possible to make 
the experience that we are of one mind, that the iron curtain and the 
gulf between the continents and the tension between the races vanish 
for a time and we become simply one great human family. 


What lies behind that unanimity? Simply that we have lost a man whom 

we needed so very, very much, Had we not all been grateful that this 
young President of the United States had had the courage and the 
imagination not merely to speak of peace but to act in such a way that 
the international climate began to become less intolerable? Had we 

not followed wi h passionate interest his struggle to give to the Negross 
of America the human rights which they had desired for such'a long time? 
His disappearance is not only a loss for our American brethren but for 

us all, The future, already so uncertain, becomes even more threatening 
when such a man is taken away from us, The world is now even more out 

of joint than it was already. Everyone feels it. Men of all races, of 
all nations, of all confessions, some by political insight, some merely 
instinctively, And that is why we are in the midst of an experience 
that is so very exceptional: the whole of humanity mourning together, 


But othatl ts not alk, We are not only weeping about the death of a 
statesman on whom we counted and from whom we expected so much. Such a 
complaint could be an egoistic complaint, and an expression of self pity. 
We think also and especially of the human drama and all that it means for 
his family and all those who have loved hin. Here was a man who had 
really succeeded in the truest sense of that cord and whose success could 
only call forth our admiration, For it is a noble ambition to want to 
bear in one’s own country the greatest and heaviest responsibility that 
exists in the whole domain of public life, He had undertaken his over- 
whelming tasks with tremendous energy. He hoped to realise great things 
for -his country and for the world. But before he had been able to make 
his full..contribution the thread of his life was cut, and cut in the most 
irrational manner, His wife who had also shown remarkable courage and 
his young children remain behind. James Reston has written that America 
weeps because the very man who had tried to make violence cease has 
become the victim of vialence, Had such a man not deserved a better fate? 
Must history repeat itself arcinfinitum in its worst aspects? Must lives 
such as those of Abraham Lincoln and Mahatma Gandhi and John Kennedy end 
in this way? If that is possible, then everything is possible, How 
can we suppress in our hearts the feelings of revolt that life appears 

SO meaningless; that we can count on nothing, that history seems really 
to be nothing else than a tale told by an idiot? 
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EPS, Geneva. 
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CARDINALS AND BISHOPS AT 
LECTURE BY PROFESSOR “CULLMANN 


(Rome) - Professor Oscar Cullmann, one of the special guest observers to 
the Second Vatican Council, lectured at the Roman Catholic Church of St. 
Louis of the French here to an overflow audience which included Cardinal 
Tisserant, dean of the Sacred College of -Cardinals, three other French 
cardinals, and an estimated 150 bishops. 


Professor Cullmann, who is professor of New Testament at the Universities 
of Paris and Basle, spoke at the church on special invitation of Msg. 
Weber, the Archbishop of Strasbourg, France. .The invitation was issued 
after the Vatican's Sacred Congregation of Seminaries and Universities had 
refused permission to several seminaries to allow him to speak 


Addressing his audience on the topic "The History of Salvation in the New 
Testament", the Strasbourg-born theologian declared that "we are already 

in the time of the Holy Spirit; the time of the Church, and this is the 
basis for any ecumenical dialogue. The Church is the anticipation of the 
Kingdom, but is not yet the Kingdom. Between Roman Catholic and Protestant 
churches which give different emphases - the latter to the not yet; the 

1 former- to the already of the Kingdom - there can only be fruitful dialogue". 


~~ 


Professor Cullmann sharply critized any attempt to water down the historical 
character of salvation because this undermines ecumenical dialogue. Le 
Monde, the Paris daily, interpreted this comment as a criticism of the 
theology of Professor Bultmann. 


Published under the auspices of: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young 
omen’s Christian Association - World Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 
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Professor Cullmann continued: "The World Couneil of Churches and the Second 
Vatican Council are signs that the days of schism should not last forever. 
The history of salvation is moving ahead in spite of our imperfections and 
sins. The hand of God may be discovered within the schism itself, however 
guilty we may be. The diversity of the churches is a constant warning that 
we should respect the diversity of the gifts of the Spirit". EPS, Geneva. 


GERMAN CHURCHES LAUNCH 
5TH "BREAD FOR THE WORLD" DRIVE 


(Frankfurt/Main ) -~ The fifth "Bread for the World" campaign has been opened 
here in the presence of the chairman of the Council of the Evangelical 
Churches in Germany (EKD) and high-ranking government officials. 


The opening was designed to renew the public!s awareness of the motives and 
aims of the campaign. Since 1959 "Bread for the World" movement led by the 
churches of the Laender and the Evangelical Free Churches in West and Hast 
have contributed D.M. 76,500,000 ($ 19,100,000) for: support. of more than 
A400 projects to aid persons +n need all over the world. ‘Aid is. given, 
irrespective of race, creed, or political conviction. — EPS, Geneva. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY VIEW ADVANCED 
IN L'OSSERVATORE ROMANO 


(Rome) - L'Osservatore Romano has published an article supporting an 
interpretation of religious liberty as it has generally been understood 
by various ecumenical bodies. it is the first article ever. published by 
the journal to do this. It was written by Bnrico Chiavacci. 


The section of the article dealing with the limitations of religious 
liberty states that the only valid reason for Limiting it, is the "common 
good" and this should be understood in the strict sense. 


"The common good", the author writes, "should never be a pretext for a 
government unduly to limit religious freedom". The only time when this 
consideration: should be invoked, he said, are in cases when "religious 
activities impede the peaceful community life within civil society or when 
they impede the maintenance of juridical order of the civil society." 


The author adds that even in such cases civil authorities have no right to 
suppress religious freedom, but only to limit the exercise of it in so far 
as it impedes community life. . EPS, Geneva. 


DUTCH PROTESTANTS, ROMAN CATHOLICS 
PLAN JOINT PERIODICAL 


(The Hague) - The publishers of two well-known Protestant monthly papers, 
"youth and Evangelism" and "Christian News From All Over", have agreed to 
put out a joint monthly publication with the Roman Catholic paper "Plein". 


The new publication, the first of its kind in the Netherlands, will be 
called "Shalom", after the Jewish peace greeting. All three of the uniting 
periodicals have enjoyed good contact for some years. All had concentrated 
on reporting news of ecumenical action and Christian unity and, an announce- 
ment said, now regard the establishment of a joint paper as a necessary 
step in view of growing unity. EPS, Geneva. 
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ANGLICAN METHODIST UNITY 
GROUP HOLDS FIRST MEETING 


(London) - A prominent Methodist leader has given assurance that only 
if the majority of the members of the Church of England and the Methodist 
Church accept proposals for union will the plan be implemented. 


The Rev. Leslie Davidson, immediate past president of the Methodist 
Conference, addressing the first meeting’ef the new movement "Towards 
Anglican-Methodist Unity" said that "an opinion poll at this moment 
would probably reveal that many people in both churches, but especially 
in the Methodist, have not yet made up their minds," and need more 
information, discussion and "clear answers", 


"We believe in union primarily because we believe it is the will of God 
and arises frem the very nature of God. He is the God of unity and not 
division, We want unity because only when we are visibly united in the 
bonds of this great family love can the-world really begin to see what 

God has done for mankind in Christ", 


His address at Westminster Central Hall was preceded by a service 
conducted jointly by the Archdeacon of Westminster, the Ven. E.F. 
Carpenter, and the president-designate of the Methodist Conference, 
the Rev. A.K. Lloyd. Speakers at the meeting also included two other 
Methodists and two Anglicans. EPS, Geneva. 


JESUIT CHARGES IRISH CATHOLICS 
OVERLOOK PROTESTANT CONTRIBUTIONS 


(Dublin) - Ireland!s Roman Catholic majority should change its outlook 
about the country's Protestant minority, a group from which it has much 
to learn, an Irish Jesuit asserted here. 


'THor too long our religious beliefs have failed to influence sufficiently 
our practical civic, and political outlook," commented Father R, Burke 
Savage, S.J., at a meeting here. 


Irish Catholics, he said, have been living in two worlds which rarely 
meet -- "the private world of our faith and the public life of everyday 
affairs." 


This "unhealthy cleavage" between civic and religious life in Ireland 
has split energies and "deprived us of the powerful force of aoe 
commitment to an ideal", Father Burke Savage said. 


Declaring that there is a need to bridge this gap, the Jesuit said: 
"The best of the Protestant Anglo-Irish tradition has much to offer us 
in its concern for dcivie responsibilities, for the virtues of truthful- 
ness, honesty and hard work; and in its concern for the appreciation 
and cultivation of art and letters." EPS, Geneva. 
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AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIANS OPPOSE 
FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING 


(Perth, Australia) - The intention of the French Government to carry out 
further nuclear tests in the Pacific has been deplored by Western 
Australian Presbyterians at a special Commission of their General Assembly. 


The Assembly issued the following statement: 


"The Church proclaims that it is God's will for the nations to live in the 
State of peace and harmony with Him and with one another. We therefore 
welcome the recently signed nuclear test ban treaty as a step towards 
world peace. We regret that some important nations, including France and 
China, do not intend to sign the treaty. We deplore the intention of the 
French Government to carry out further tests in the Pacific. We call on 
the people in our community to give wholechearted support to all efforts 
aimed at the reduction of world tensions." e 


The Assembly also appointed Rev. J.M. Owen, BeA.,.B.D.~, as principal of 
its Theological Hall for a five-year term. Mr. Owen is a graduate of 
Melbourne University and has undertaken post graduate studies in Germany. 
He is the first Australian to be appointed to this office. 
' EPS, Geneva. 


BISHOP DEPLORES ANGLICAN 
"RPATLURE" OVER APARTHEID 


(Pretoria) - The Right Reverend Edward Knapp-Fisher, Anglican Bishop of 
Pretoria, has condemned apartheid in church life, and declared that 
Anglicans in South Africa could not conceal their VSorry Latte ae 
practise racial non-discrimination. | - 


The Bishop's attack, in his dio¢esan newsletter, follows similar public 
statements in recent weeks by the Most Rev. Joost de Blank, Archbishop of 
Cape Town, and the Right Rev. Leslie Stradling, Bishop of Johannesburg, 


The church's official attitude on race had been constantly reaffirmed, 
Bishop Knapp-Fisher said. "But we cannot conceal our sorry failure in 
practice behind the smoke screen of our theory,'"' ; 

; EPS, Geneva. 


SAIGON SAYS CATHOLIC PRELATE 
BARKS CLERGY FROM POLITICS 


(Saigon) ~ Saigon Radio, the official voice of South Vietnam's new govern- 
ment, said here that Roman Catholic Archbishop Paul Nguyen Van Binh of 
Saigon, and other prelates, had signed and issued a pastoral letter urging 
the clergy to refrain from any political activity. 


According to the broadcast, the pastoral advised priests to take every 
precaution against interference in politics. It stressed, Saigon Radio 
said, that the duty of priests is to serve the laity in everything "related 
to God and in the practice of religion. 


tp 


Experience and history are here to convince us", it said, "that every time 
a priest goes counter to his special priestly vocation he unfailingly 
brings embarrassment, not to say grave harm, to the church". EPS, Geneva. 
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DALLAS MINISTER DENOUNCES 
"SPIRIT OF ASSASSINATION" 


(Dallas) - A Methodist minister who has charged Dallas citizens with 
indifference to intolerance is being kept under close police guard here 
after a flood of angry threats from Dallas citizens. 


The Rev. William A. Holmes said in a sermon Sunday and repeated in a 
television interview two days later that "the spirit of assassination" 
had flourished in Dallas for some time. 


He cited reports of school children clapping their hands when told of 
President Kennedy's assassination, and said the children's action 
mirrored their parents! attitudes. 


His sermon has been supported by eleven other Methodist ministers in 
Dallas in a statement calling for new climates of understanding of, and 
respect for, a variance of views. 


"We can document times over the exclamations of approval by school 
children at the death of President Kennedy," they said. 


"We believe they reflect home and community attitudes of disrespect for 
the office of the Presidency and for duly, constituted government 
authority. 


"We believe the Rev. Holmes correvtly assessed the situation. We affirm 
that he does not stand alone, and add our voices to his appeal." 


The 35-member faculty at Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist 
University here, also rege eo a resolution unanimously endorsing Mr. 
Holmes! sermon. 


Mr. Holmes has reported that the reaction of his congregation at the 

Northaven Methodist Church had been generally one cf agreement with his 
assessment. He said the denunciations and threats started coming in as 
a result of the television interview. EPS, Geneva. 


RIO RECTOR SAYS BRAZIL 
NEEDS 58,000 PRIESTS 


(Rio de Janeiro) - Brazil, the world's largest Roman Catholic country, 
with a population close to 80,000,000, has only about one-sixth of the 
number of priests it needs. 


The figure was announced by Father Gilson José Silveira, vice rector ef 
St. Joseph's Seminary here, in discussing a recent epistle "Summi Dei 
Verbum" from Pope Paul VI. Brazil, he said, has only 12,000 priests, 
when 70,000 are needed. 


The papal letter is considered by church officials as a serious warning 
to Brazil and other Latin American countries about lack of priests. 
Consequently an all-out campaign is being planned to secure more candi- 
dates for the priesthood. HPS, Geneva. 
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NEW WAYS SOUGHT TO ASSURE GREATER 
SUPPORT FOR INTERCHURCH AID PROJECTS 


(Geneva) - New steps designed to assure greater support for inter-church 
aid projects were authorised by the World Council of Churches! Divisional 
Committee on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service during week long 
meetings here, 


These new methods, based on those which have been tried successfully by 
the Division's area desk for Asia, will be applied to the 1965 Project 
List which lists projects in Africa, Europe, Latin America, and the 
Orthodox Countries and the Near East. 


They are part of a new look which the Division is being given in conse- 
quence of a restructuring of its organisation. 


Another result of this restructuring is the appointment of a deputy 
director to Dr. Leslie BK. Cooke. He is Dr. Charles Arbuthnot, the presént 
Representative in Europe of the Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations of the United Presbyterian Church:in the USA, Dr. Arbuthnot, 
who will take up his new appointment in January, has long been closely 
connected with the Division. He is chairman of the WCC Scholarships 
Committee, as well as chairman cf the Executive Committee of the CCSA 
(Christian Committee for Service in Algeria). 


The Committee also agreed that Lutheran World Federation should act on its 
behalf to provide ecumenical assistance to refugees in Tanganyika through 
a body to be known as the Tanganyika Christian Refugee Service. DICARWS 
will have consultative functions concerning this programme and will report 
to Divisional Committee meetings about progress. However, the respon- 
Sibility for administration and operation Will rest with the Lutheran 
World Federation. EPS, Geneva. 


LONDON!S WEST INDIANS FAILED 
BY CHURCHES, SURVEY DISCLOSiS 


(London) - The vast majority of West Indian immigrants in London no longer 
attend church, a survey of churches in the British capital has revealed. 


According to the Rev. Clifford Hill, a Congregational minister who con- 
ducted the survey, the situation has developed because of a lack of 
education about the West Indians among Londoners. 


"Zt is the ignorance on the part of both clergy and laity that is largely 
responsible for the churches! failure to win the confidence of the immi- 
grant population", he said. 


Mr. Hill also expressed fear that serious racial conflict would develop - 
here. "Unless barriers between white and coloured children are bridged 
very soon, and a greater degree of understanding is established, there 
may well be outbreaks of gang warfare between white and i ae youths", 
he said. EPS, Geneva. 
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ALBERTA GOVERNMENT STUDIES 
CHANGE IN ADOPTION LAW 


(Edmonton, Alberta) - New legislation which would permit adoption of a 
child by qualified applicants regardless of their religioute faith, is 
being considered here. 


Alberta's Welfare Minister, L.C. Halmrast, said the province's Social 
Credit Administration is considering an amendment to the present BO GN 
law to allow this. 


Under present law a child can be adopted only by a family of his faith. 
The only exception is when the child's natural mother signs a release 
Saying she does not mind whether the youngster is placed in a Protestant, 
Roman Catholic, or Jewish home. 


Mr. Halmrast said 1,600 Roman Catholic children are available for adoption. 
Of these, only 304 are in homes where they may be adopted. Of 1,150 non- 
Catholic children, 984 are in prospective adoptive homes. 


He said the number of children in need of homes is increasing rapidly and 
if homes could not be found for them, Alberta would have to build an 
institution, . BPS, Geneva. 


FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES IN PAPACY 
DOCTRINE SHEN REQUIRED FOR UNITY 


(London) = The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. A.M. Ramsey, has-said that 
he believes that church unity will one day be achieved, but not until 
fundamental changes in the doctrines regarding the Papacy are made in the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


Addressing the Association of American Correspondents here, he said that 
union between the Anglican and Roman Catholic churches is along way off 
because "the differences in doctrine are considerable". He said the 
Vatican Council "seems not to be altering the doctrines of Rome, but 
changing their relative emphasis" and that "that will probably help in 
unity", 


Dr. Ramsey said he foresaw Christian unity as happening in two stages. 
"The first stage is that whereby the Christian churches everywhere. cease 
to be rivals and competitors and find themselves to be allies within 
Christendom. The second is that of actual unity between the churches. 
That has significantly happened already in some parts of the world..... 


"T do not predict actual unity between the Roman Catholic Church and other 
churches for a very long time, but I think that what we may see in our 
lifetime is a change of spirit so great, and a tackling of the. outstanding 
problems so great, as to make it certain that the goal will be reached, 
though no one of us will live to see it." EPS, Geneva. 
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COMPLETE DISARMAMENT SEEN GOAL 
BY CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE 


(Bucharest) - The Working Committee of the (Prague) Christian Peace 
Conference said here that the goal of general and complete disarmament 
"is no utopian demand, but a rational hope and imperative necessity..." 


This was the consensus of committee discussion at its meeting convened 
here on the invitation of Patriarch Justinian of the Rumanian Orthodox 
Church, according to a communiqué issued at its conclusion. It said the 
Committee lauded recent agreements between the USA and the USSR to ban 
nuclear tests on the earth, in water, and in the atmosphere, and to send 
no nuclear-carrying satellites into space. However, it urged a series of 
next steps and called upon Christian churches to encourage world powers to 
undertake them. . 


These steps included recognition of the People's Republic of China so that 
it can take "its rightful place in the commonwealth of nations and also in 
the United Nations"; a call upon all world powers to sign the Moscow Test 
Ban agreement; a ban on underground atomic weapons tests; establishment of 
atom-free zones and of control posts to prevent surprise attacks; and the 
Signing of non-aggresion pacts between opposing pact systems. 


Other "difficult human questions" also await solution, the Committee agreed. 
These, they said, "call on the imagination of responsible politicians and 
the sober attention, prayer, and co-operation of Christians". They listed 
among these"the remnants of colonialism, the overcoming of racial dis- 
crimination, and the satisfaction of mankind's hunger for material and 
Spiritual necessities". 


The Committee also agreed there is a "growing recognition that there is a 
connection between religious belief and political-social engagement", 
although God's will concerning concrete political decisions is "not always 
immediately perceptible.. 


"But since His covenant means life and peace, not death and decline, the 
bearing of belief leads to concrete political intentions, from which a. 
bridge can be built to concrete political action. That this venture.has 
always the danger of being understood as onesidedness is taught us by the 
history of the prophets. But such onesidedness, for example, in one's 
attitude towards peace, must not hinder the discussions with brethren who 
have other opinions. Instead, it leads directly to a diaiogue, not only 
with Christians, but also with non-Christians." 


The Working Committee also announced plans for the Second All Christian 
Peace Assembly to be held in Prague June 28 - July 3, 1964. Assembly 
theme will be "My Covenant is Life and Peace". At the conclusion of the 
meeting Committee members were received by Patriarch Justinian who assured 
them of his church's support of the Conference's work. 
. EPS, Geneva. 
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VOLUNTEERS COMPLETE WORK 
FOR SKOPJE QUAKE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - "I think 7 got more good-bye kisses when I left Skopje than 
when I left home". This is how John Schmucker, a tall Canadian Mennonite 
in his mid-forties described the farewell given him and five American 
volunteers when they left Skopje, Yugoslavia, last week. 


The six had spent the last two months helping construct the 125 pre- 
fabricated houses being built for homeless families in that earthquake 
devastated city with funds contributed through the World Council of 
Churches. 


The send-off by their some 40 Yugoslav labourers who worked with them 
on the project was indicative that the six North Americans had made a 
much greater contribution than the actual manual labour they did. 


A report by a Swiss Red Cross official who visited the site recently 
noted: "What is particularly striking, is not only (the volunteers!) . 
good craftmanship, but their influence upon the local workers in their 
good will, happiness, and industry". 


Although the six - two electricians, two plumbers, and two carpenters - 
had largely to rely on sign language to communicate with the Yugoslav 
workers their relationships with them were excellent, Mr. Schmucker 
reported to WCC officials here. 


He said the Yugoslavs had expressed surprise that the six could and did 
take time off from their own jobs to go to Skopje, and particularly that 
they worked with their hands right along side of them. He reported as 
another evidence of the friendships built the fact that two of the 
Yugoslav workers, who were also barbers, insisted on giving all the 
volunteers free haircuts whenever needed. 


The six volunteers - three Mennonites and three persons recruited by the 
Brethren Service Commission (USA) = lived together in barracks near the 
construction site, but often visited back and forth with the Yugoslav 
workers in their. barracks. 


Nearly 100 of the planned 125 houses are now nearly completed and the first 
of the homeless families are expected to start moving into them the early 
part of next year. 


A recent report estimated that as many as 100,000 persons in Skopje are 
without a proper roof over their heads. Funds to build the WOCC-supported 
village, which is located in what is known as the "churches sector" at 
Kozle, one of the new suburbs under construction, have been contributed 

by churches around the world. To date funds totalling $ 526,000 have been 
received by the WCC, to aid the Skopje survivors, EPS, Geneva. 


(Photographs to illustrate this story are available from the Department of 
Information, World Council of Churches, 17 Route de Malagnou, Geneva. ) 
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"HOUSE OF DIALOGUE" 
FOR STUDENTS IN PARIS 


(Paris) - What Professor André Dumas, a young French Protestant ethical 
theologian described as "a house of dialogue", was officially opened here 
last Saturday (November 30th). On Sunday the first worship service was 
held in the underground chapel. 


Churches in all parts of the world have already subscribed $ 125,000 
towards the cost of the building through the World Council of Churches! 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. They are now 
being asked to increase these contributions by a further $ 65,000 so that 
this $ 435,000 enterprise can be cleared of debt. 


The building, known as the Protestant Centre at University City, has 
enabled seven church organizations, that had been scattered throughout 
Paris, to be brought together under one roof. But its chief purpose is to 
serve the 6,000 students from 80 countries who are housed at University 
City. 


The centre was officially dedicated by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of 
the World Council's Central Committee, when that body was meeting in 
University City last year. At that time only the foundations had been dug, 
but Dr. Fry was able to unveil the ecumenical symbol, stamped into concrete, 
which decorates one of the centre!s main pillars, 


The official opening brought a large crowd representative of Protestant 
organisations in France, They heard Professor Dumas refer with Gallic 
grace and wit to the many dialogues that would henceforward be conducted 
in this six-storey building. 


Besides its basement chapel, which will be open round the clock, the 
Centre is equipped with a conference hall and facilities for plays, 
concerts, films, and dancing. There are club rooms, coffee bars, quiet 
places for studies, counselling rooms for the chaplains, offices, and a 
library with 15,000 books and files. 


The Protestant Centre at University City is open to everyone, and it is 
seeking to manifest the unity of Christian life through prayer, work and 
recreation conducted in the same place by people of all ages, every colour, 
and most forms of church allegiance. - EPS, Geneva. 


BCUMENICAL PATRIARCH PRAISES 
LATE PReSIDENT KENNEDY 


(Constantinople) - The Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I and the Synod 
have issued a statement here praising the late John F. Kennedy as a "great 
president" who was "a leader not only of his nation but of all free men 


"President Kennedy was a complete personality, a faithful statesman, and 
a courageous’ defender of human values and liberties," the statement said. 
"As such he enters into history as an illuminated personality destined to 
inspire courage and hope of all men in their search for the achievement... 
of a world where the religious ideals of peace, righteousness and happi- 
ness (are manifest). HPS, Geneva. 
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HKD PRAISES "CONSCIENTIOUS WORK" 
OF ITS OBSERVER AT VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Berlin) - The Council of Evangelical Churches in Germany (EKD) has 
expressed its "confidence and gratitude" for the "conscientious and impor- 
tant work" done by Heidelberg Professor of Theology, Dr. Edmund Schlink, 

as their observer at the Second Vatican Council in Rome, sending Professor 
Schlink had "again proved as useful as it was'truitful,".a statement said. 


The statement was a direct response to the criticism expressed by the 
retired Propst, Dr. Hans Asmussen, who had objected to sending Professor 
Schlink to the Council as the church's only observer. 


Dr. Asmussen's objections, published in an "open letter", were based on 
Professor Schlink!s report on the Vatican Council's "De ecclesia" schema. 
(See EPS No. 40). That report raised the question, among others, whether 
the Roman Catholic Church was not "continuing the counter-Reformation 
with new methods." Dr. Asmussen said he considered that such a statement 
could only "harm our relations with Rome on a point which gives no cause 
for so doing". He further maintained that Professor Schlink might be 
hoping to "put-.a stop to Rome's efforts for internal reform". 


Professor Schlink had replied that Dr. Asmussen's "open letter" contained 
such "a profusion of misinterpretations, inapprorriate statements and 
accusations'that he declined to defend the Evangelical Church in Germany, 
the World Council of Churches and himself against them. 


Dr. Asmussen, a Lutheran, has been well-known for many years for his parti- 
clpation in conversations with Roman Catholics, © BPS, Geneva. 


PROFESSOR CULLMANN PRAISES 

"OPEN DOOR" OF VATICAN SECRETARIAT 

(Rome) - Dr. Oscar Cullmam, Professor of New Testament at the Universities 
of Basle and Paris, and a special guest observer at the Second Vatican 
Couneil, told Augustine Cardinal Bea, the president, and members of the 
secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity that the Secretariat 
represents "the open door from the Roman Catholic Church to other Christian 
churches", 


Speaking at a reception given by Pretestant, Anglican, and Orthodox 
observers to the Council in honour of members of the Secretariat, Professor 
Cullmam told them: “You hide nothing from us.. There is no “Iron Curtain’, 
You permit us to observe not only the triumphant face of your Church, ... 
but the difficulties with which you are struggling. 


"We assure, you that it is precisely here that we feel particularly close 
to you. We are convinced that it is also through difficulty that the Holy 
Spirit works, as he worked in the early days of the Church in spite of the 
substantial differences existing in Her ranks." Hitt) POs) GETCV Ae 
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SECOND SuSSION OF VATICAN COUNCIL 
ENDS: MUCH BUSINESS LEFT UNFINISHED 


(Rome) - The second session of the Second Vatican Council has concluded 
here with a debate on Christian unity leaving much of the business on its 
agenda unfinished. 


The council failed to take action on two draft chapters before it dealing 
with relations between Roman Catholics and Jews, and with religious 
liberty. 


Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity, which had prepared the schema on "De Ecclesia" dealing 
with the unity of the Church in which the two chapters are included, voiced 
regret that no action had been taken. He emphasized that cnly lack of time 
had kept the two issues from being acted upon, and expressed certainty that 
action would be taken in the third session scheduled to convene in Septem- 
ber, 1964. 


KIPA, the Roman Catholic international press agency, reported from Rome 
that there was'visible disappointment" among many Council Fathers especial- 
ly that no action was taken on the religious liberty chapter. It said 
many feared that the definite statements now contained in the chapter 
might be altered before the beginning of the next session. 


KIPA said this fear was motivated by a 12-page memorandum distributed to 
the Council Fathers by the General Congregation. This memorandum, it said, 
opposed the entire concept of the chapter as now written. Although its 
title indicates that it is the work of bishops from many countries, it is 
generally believed to have béen mainly prepared by Italian Council fathers 
and theologians, KIPA said. 


The Rev. Gustave Weigel, a professor at the Woodstock, Maryland (USA) 
college for Jesuit seminariang, summed up the achievements of the Council's 
second session against the background of conservative-progressive tension. 


"At a certain point," he said, "the conservatives showed they were not 
ready for a confrontation. . So they left the battlefield to the others, 
retiring to prepared positions.'"! 


Father Weigel, a Council expert, remarked that the second session had not 
achieved much in the way of formulated doctrine, but had exercised a 
‘dynamic push" that would make itself felt strongly in the church's future." 


Church legislation completed during the session included a constitution on 
the liturgy and a decree on communications media. 


One of the highlights of. the last few days was an intervention by Joseph 
Cardinal Frings,. Archbishop of Cologne, proposing that the Roman Catholic 
Church recognize the validity of mixed marriage performed by non-Roman 
Catnolic clergymen, 


Relaxation of the church's rules regarding such marriages would be a 
contribution to Christian unity, he said. However, he stated, that if 
the non-Roman Catholic party to a mixed marriage feels it is against his 
conscience to raise his children as Roman Catholics, he shgfuld not be 
subjected to pressure, but should be urged not to marry unaer the circum- 
stances. 


' j | er ee ae 
» ie - nae | i. 
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His view was supported by Abbot Hilaire Capucci, of the Melchite Basilian 
Fathers, of Aleppo, Syria, who also spoke in support of abolition of a 1949 
decree declaring mixed marriages celebrated by Orthodox ministers invalid 
and forbidding Roman Catholics to take communion in the Orthodox Church. 


His proposal for the restitution of the communio in sacria between the 
Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches was supported by several other 
Speakers, 


Following conclusion of the working sessions Pope Paul VI issued a 
document redefining some powers given to bishops. EPS, Geneva. 


IN BRIEF 


A 24-year-old Negro clergyman from Atlanta, Ga., the Rev. Robert Powell, 
has been named assistant curate of the all-white St. Peter's Anglican 
church in suburban Town of Mount Royal, near Montreal, Canada. Mr. 
Powell's work will centre primarily among the youth in the parish, situated 
in an upper middle-class district of Montreal, The church's congregation 
numbers 2,800. 


* * * 


The ceremony of induction of Mgr, Meletios, former Bishop in.Paris, with the 
title of Bishop of Rhegium, as Metropolitan of the newly-created diocese of 
Western Europe of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, took place 

in the Greek Orthodox Church of St, Stephens, Paris, on November 25th; 

His diocese includes fuance, Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Spain, 
and Portugal. 


* * * 


Mikhail A. Dobrynin, former lecturer in the Leningrad Theological Academy, 
died in late November in Leningrad, it has been learned in Geneva. At one 
time he had worked in the ecumenical section of the Department of Foreign 
Church Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate and was chief. editor of the 
magazine Voice of Orthodoxy. He was for a period of time a member of the 
Committee of the Department of Information of the World Council of Churches. 


* * * 
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A hospitality centre for United States servicemen has been opened in Yoko- 
suka, Japan, by the Protestant churches of Japan, in .cooperation with 
American churches. Located in the heart of the U.S. Navy's busiest 

oriental liberty port, the centre was originally proposed by Japanese 
Christians and U.S. Navy chaplains who wanted to foster better understanding 
between U.S. sailors and local Christians. Staffed by Japanese nationals, 
it is one of eight similar centres in the Far East subsidised by the 
National Council of Churches (USA) through its Committee on Ministry to 
service Personnel in the Far East, . 


* * * 


What is believed to be the first union of Methodist and Evangelical United 
Brethren parishes in anticipation of the proposed union of the national 
denominations in 1968 has been completed in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, USA. 
The union involves the Wesley Methodist church and St, John's HUB church. 
Preparation for the union was begun a year ago. 


* Bis * 


The Most Rev. Joost de Blank, the outgoing Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town, 
is suffering from extreme exhaustion, according to a chaplain at his 
residence. All his engagements have been cancelled until further notice. 
The archbishop, one of the most severe critics of South Africa's apartheid 
policy, announced two months ago that he was resigning because Eee Biles 
HeaLin. . fe wes. EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION 


A story in the November 1 issue (No. 40) of EPS, page 4, titled "British 
Church Council Discusses Mixed Marriages, International Affairs" reported 
incorrectly that the British Council has issued a statement saying that 
there was "nc case for British independent atomic testing anywhere in the 
world", The sentence should have stated that the report said there was 
'no case for independent British nuclear action in any part of the world". 
EPS regrets the error. 


See 
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH PROPOSES 
"SUMMIT CONFERENCE" 


(Istanbul) - A proposal by the Eoumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I that a 
meeting of the heads of the major Christian churches be held in Jerusalem 
next month during Pope Paul's visit there has met with widespread interest 
by church leaders around the world. 


However, none of the reactions thus far have taken the form of an official 
response to the proposal. Especially to date there has been no official 
comment from the Vatican. 


(The Rome correspondent of the New York Herald Tribune reports that a 
Vatican specialist in Orthodox church affairs met Patriarch Athenagoras in 
Istanbul this week to discuss thé possibility of a meeting between the 
Patriarch and the Pope. 


The Herald Tribune said the specialist was Father Pierre Duprey of the 
Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity. It reported that he 
delivered a letter "from a high Vatican personality" which reportedly in- 
dicated that the Pope would be receptive to some form of meeting with the 
Patriarch. 


It noted that the Pope has said he would go to Jerusalem in hurility, like 
a pilgrim, and is not in a position to proffer public invitations to other 
religious leaders while he is the guest of a foreign country. The Pope 
also, the Tribune said, wants to avoid giving the impression that the pil- 
grimage will be an occasion for formal religious talks. But the possibi« 
lity for an informal meeting is being explored. 
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If the Pope were to meet with the Ecumenical Patriarch, it would be the 
first time the heads of the two churches have conversed since the great 
schism of the llth century. At a pan-Orthodox assembly on the Island of 
Rhodes in September, it was proposed that a dialogue "on equal terms" be 
initiated between the Orthodox churches and the Roman Catholic Church. ) 


The Patriarch!'s proposal for the "summit conference" came against the back- 
ground of the Pope's dramatic announcement of his pilgrimage at the con- 
clusion of the second session of the Vatican Council. The plan reportedly 
‘took the Vatican by surprise. The visit, scheduled January 4-f, will be 
the first papal voyage outside Italy in 150 years, a first papal plane ride, 
and the first papal visit to the Holy Land. 


Making his summit proposal, the Ecumenical Patriarch said such a conference 
of Protestant, Roman Catholic and Orthodox leaders would open a new road 
‘for Christianity and would be "a great:event, a wonderful thing's, 


Addressing a large crowd of the faithful gathered: in the‘historic. oherblt of 
St. Nicholas in Cibali on the Feast Day of St, Nicholas (December 6), «the 
Patriarch, an: ‘offisial | communiqué: ‘said, "commented Big aa Auli d Loc: the news 
of the Pope!s: proposed pilgrimage, dite . a ae fhe 


. He then continued: "Tt would truly be a work of Providente if during this 
holy pilgrimage all. the heads of the. churches of East and West could. meet 
in the Holy City of Zion to ask in common fervent prayer and in pious medi- 
tation ... that to the glory of Christ and the benefit of all mankind the 
..way be opened to a complete reconstitution of Christian unity eh Reeth to 


the holy will of the Lord." 


In Rome, Melkite Rite Patriarch Meximos IV said that even if such a summit 
meeting did not occur, Pope Paul would meet Orthodox leaders: during jee 
trip. 


Archbishop Takovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of. North: and 

South America, and a president of the World ‘Council of ‘Churches, hailed the 
possibility, and expressed the hope that “all top Christian leaders would go 
to Israel. ge aia Bees esi ah sate bes acs 


tT Bonin think the time is ripe yet to unite the churches by declaration-or 
proclamation of church leaders", he said, "but if; as I hope and pray, they 
go (to the Holy Land) with a common calling to unite along certain lines it 
would be a’ Ca: day"... 


The response of ‘the Grey pecnanes enueah according to Athens”sources, has 
been one of "reserve", The London Times correspondent reported concern by 
"more conservative Greek bishops" over "the dangerous haste of Constantinople 
in seeking an all- Chris tian aroha heca without first ensuring.the conditions 
of its success”. . . “ ; 


Archbishop ‘Chrysostomos, the Greek Primate, it was learned, has declined to 
make any comment until the suggestion has been studied and sae Sia “He 
Holy synod. 


A spokesman | for. the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church said 
that it was ‘impossible for the Patriarchate to make any decision about the 
proposal ‘until it had been officially communicated to the churches concerned. 
However, his statement made it clear that the church iscae a the Pp opto a as 
extremely important, Le 
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Armenian Orthodox Catholicos Khoren I of Cilicia (See of Antelias) issued a 
statement expressing his conviction that "Jerusalem is the ideal place for 
such ecumenical contacts; for there more than anywhere else we meet our 
common Lord Jesus Christ in whom and by whom the foundation of unity is. 
achieved..." 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk (chief executive) of the United Presby- 
terian Church in the USA, also praised the proposal, as did the newly elected 
president of the National Council of Churches in the USA, Senior Bishop 
Reuben H. Mueller of the Evangelical United Brethren Church. 


Dr. Blake said that if invited by the Patriarch and the Pope to attend a 
meeting his church would be there. 


Widespread press comments included one by La Croix, the influential Paris 
Roman Catholic daily, which reported that "in Rome, where the Ecumenical 
Patriarch!s suggestion has evoked favourable comments, it is nevertheless 
pointed out that the Pope's journey is to take the form of a pilgrimage 
which would not lend itself to a meeting of this kind". EPS, Geneva 


POPE'S PILGRIMAGE TO 
HOLY LAND HAILED 


(Rome) - Pope Paul's announcement of his plans to visit the Holy Lana 

January 4-6, has met with widespread approval from Christian leaders, Vatican 
Radio “gaganeate here. It said the news was greeted in many parts of the 

world with "deep emotion" and "unanimous approval". It said both religious 
and political circles had termed the planned pilgrimage "historic" and 
"sensational" and "a symbol of hope for religious unity and peace among men", 


Making the surprise announcement at the aonclusion of the second session of 
Vatican Council II, the Pope underlined that his visit would be in the nature 
of a pilgrimage. Implicit in the plans, however, are Vatican policy con- 
Siderations concerning relations with other Christians, especially the 
Orthodox, and with Jews, and Arabs. 


(The Israeli Cabinet has issued a statement welcoming the Pope's decision 
and announced it has formed a special committee to coordinate arrangements. ) 


Comments from Protestant and Anglican leaders have included these: 


Pastor Charles Westphal, head of the French Protestant Federation, said: 
"The pilgrimage to the Holy Land, so tragically divided, will have excellent 
Consequences for world peace if it helps to reconcile Arabs and Israelis." 


The Rt. Rev. S.F. Allison, Anglican Bishop of Winchester, England, said: The 
visit of a Pope to the Holy Land "could only serve to strengthen the ecumeni- 
cal movement... All members of the Anglican Communion are delighted..." 


Dr, Farid Audeh, head of the Evangelical Church of Syria and Lebanon, said; 
"The forthcoming visit of the Pope is very meaningful. It shows especially 
that the Roman Catholic Church is freeing itself from protocol and other 

bonds of the past... This visit will contribute to efforts for a rapprocherent.' : 


Theodnsios ue Patriarch of the Orthodox Church in Antioch, declared:i: "The 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land is a sacred aim for all those who are. responsi- 
ble for the Christian churches. It is valuable to see that the Pope ... 
refuses to allow anything to prevent this desire of his to make such a pil- 
grimage. We hope that this visit to the holy places will give to his 
Holiness Pope Paul a new occasion to strengthen the unity of Christendom." 
EPS, Geneva 
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MISSIONS SEEN UNDERGOING 
NEW PERIOD OF TESTING 


(Mexico City) - Dr. W.A, Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, said here that Christian missions are undergoing a new 
period of testing in the growing criticism by a host of various forces which 
challenge "the right of the Church to be a missionary Church", 


He addressed some 200 Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox churchmen from 48 
nations in six continents at the opening plenary session of the first full 
meeting of the World Council's Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. 
Theme of the meeting, December 8-20, is "God's Mission and Our Task", 


The Commission was formed when the International Missionary Council was 
integrated with the WCC at the New Delhi Assembly in 1961. The Rt. Rev. 
John Sadiq, Anglican Bishop of Nagpur, India, is meeting chairman, 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft declared that "nearly all the signs in the realm of 
politics and of ideas point in the direction of increasing rather than 
decreasing unwillingness to recognize the raison d'é@tre of missions". 


Calling the translation of Christian faith into missionary action the 
"decisive test" of that faith, he stressed: 


"Now that the world has been sharply critical and seeks to silence us we 
have a new opportunity to make it very clear that we really mean what we 
say and that our only motive is that the world may believe that in Jesus 
Christ God reconciled the- whole world to Himself." — 


At the same time, he said, the new period of testing requires missions to 
have "cleaned up their house". 


"For is it not possible that the Great Examiner uses these critics for His - 
own .purpose?", he asked. "Must we not learn from the wild attacks of the 
communists that we have obscured the prophetic message of social justice;: 
from the criticism of the internationalists that we have given an individu-. 
alistic rather than a truly cosmic and universal interpretation of Christi- 
anity; from the ironical comments of the advocates of tolerance that we 
have often been arrogant, rather than humble in our proclamation of the Lord 
whom we have not chosen, but who has chosen us?" 


Equally, he said, missions must "become so ashamed of the scandal of a 
divided witness and a divided Church that they hasten to undo.the damage 
which they have done by their disunity and seek to go as far as humanly 
possible in their common planning and their joint action for mission. They 
seek to efface any traces of foreignness which obscure the witness and make 
it easy for the world to dismiss missions as cultural invasion.e.. They seek 
especially to avoid even the slightest appearance that they havé any interest 
in maintaining control over the churches which they have helped to found,.. 


Tested missions defend nothing else than the right to bring the meee ire to 
all men..." 


- Faith tested in missions, he concluded, produces hope and "the joy that in 


Spite of all the closing of doors, the Word of God still finds holes beens 
which it can creep", 


Also-speaking at the opening plenary session, Mr. M.M. Thomas, an Indian 
layman, told the missionary leaders that while the Christian mission remains 
the same for all times and men, "missions", in which it is expressed; must 
ehpeee "from generation to generation and people to people", 
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Mr. Thomas, who is a sociologist from Trivandrum, India, and director of the 
Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society in Bangalore, 
spoke on the revolution in contemporary man's understanding of nature, man, 
and God. 


The images and language of traditional religion are increasingly irrelevant 
to the modern scientific age, Mr. Thomas said. He cited the debate which 
has raged over Honest to God, a book by the Rt. Rev. John Robinson, Anglican 
Bishop of Woolwich, which maintains that traditional religicvs language is 
meaningless to modern man. 3 


Mr. Thomas, a member of the World Council of Churches! Church and Society — 
Departmental Committee, said that if the message of Christian salvation is 
to be heard in our time it is important "to know the world in which men live 
and understand their basic thoughts, henes, aspirations" and the patterns in 
which "they hide from God and seek Him", 


"Men, whether secular or religious, are asking questions today to which the 
Gospel is challengingly relevant", he declared. Questions about human 
existence and salvation are those for which the Gospel has the answer. 


"It is only as the Christian missions are patterned to participate in the 
common agony of articulating these questions and answers to them in the 
framework of contemporary life and modern man's language, that they can 
understand in depth the meaning of Jesus Christ for today and communicate’ 
the Gospel of His salvation to others." | EPS, Geneva 


CLOSE RELATIONS CALLED FOR BETWEEN 
HOME AND FOREIGN MISSIONS 


(Mexico City) - The dangers of separating the Christian mission of the Church 
to the ends of the earth from the work of evangelism at home were stressed 
by the Rt. Rev. Lesslie Newbigin, Geneva, director of the Division of World 
Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


In a wide-ranging report presented here to the WCC's first full meeting of 
the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, Bishop Newbigin said foreign 
mission agencies must be closely related to those of home missions and 
evangelism. | 


If they are not, his report declared, "the work of foreign missions is in 
danger of being robbed of that spiritual dynamic which would make it truly 
missionary". And "the churches in the West do not get the help they need 
for their evangelistic task from the spiritual experience of the younger 
churches", . 


"Younger churchmen who visit the churches of the West are not primarily. 
involved, as they ought to be, in helping the Western churches deal with the 
pagans on their doorstep", it continued. "And foreign missions can become 
a mere form of inter-church aid which fails to give aid precisely at the 
point of evangelism." 3 


Bishop Newbigin, an Englishman, who is a bishop of the Church of South India, 
noted in the report that the meeting here is the first at which agencies of 
home missions and evangelism are represented along with those of foreign 
missions. 
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He underlined also the participation in the meeting of Eastern Orthodox 
churches which "for historical reasons have not for many centuries been able 
to engage in much foreign missionary activity". They have "an important 
testimony to bear out of their long experience regarding the witness of the - 
Church in a hostile world", the report said. : 


The report outlined a wide variety of missionary tasks in which churches 
around the world are jointly engaged. It listed among these: urban evan- 
gelism projects in Africa4, industrial evangelism in Asia, centres for the 
study of religion and society, and work in brcadcasting. 


Also Christian home and family life projects, a "Service for Christian 
Laymen Abroad" programme, study of relationships between Christians and 
Jews, and studies in mission and evangelism. EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONS LEADERS STUDY PLANS FOR 
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION, LITERATURE PROGRAMMES 


(Mexico City) - A proposal that the Commission on World Mission and Evangel- 
iem of the World Council of Churches extend the mandate of its Theological 
Education Fund for a further five years and seek up te $4,000,000 to finance 
it for this period has been made here, _ 


Dr. Nathan Pusey, president of Harvard University, reporting to the Com- 
mission on behalf of a special four-man advisory group named to study the 
project, Suggested that in the proposed period the Fund should concentrate 
on projects which would relate theological education to the culture and 
society of local communities. His report also said the Fund should con~ 
tinue aid given to theological textbeok programmes in twenty languages. 


The Fund was established in 1959 with two million dollars given by the late 
John D. Rockefeller, matched by an equal sum from eight North American. 
mission societies, In the period 1959-63, a major grants programme aided 
2% strategic seminaries and made substantisl grants to libraries in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America, 


In another session a call for approval of plans for a world fund of 
$3,000,000 to advance indigenous Christian literature was made by a special 
committee chaired by Dr. Johannes Blauw, Hilversum, Netherlands. Dr, Blauw 
said the needed funds are already assured by agencies in Europe, North 
America, Australia, and New Zealand. 


He said funds would be spent without regard to "confessional or sectarian" 
interests in advancing Christian literature in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America. The major aim of the fund would be the establishment in various 
countries of "a thriving, well-coordinated, indigenous Christian literature 
activity of high aed hye largely self-sustaining, and capable of spontan- 
eous growth", 


Specifically, this would include development of literature centres for 
training, research, and conferences; funds for books and other publishing 
projects; grants for printing plants; technical and financial aid for 
distribution ,short-term support for newspapers and other periodicals; . eo- 
ordination of literature and radio broadcasting; and experimental projects 
in writing, production, and distribution. 


The plan also visualizes pooling of many of their resources by Christian 
literature agencies in North America, Great Britain, and the Continent to 
eliminate duplication, confusion, and waste. 
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The basic plan for the Fund was first advanced at a consultation at Bethel, 
Germany, in October, 1962, which set up an exploratory committee to examine 
the possibilities. Action must now be taken by the Commission to put this 
committee's recommendations into effect. If adopted, the Fund would be an 
autonomous agency governed by a representative committee, ultimately respon- 
Sible to the Commission. EPS, Geneva 


DENOMINATIONAL EMPHASIS SHEN 
HINDERING MISSIONARIES! PREPARATION 


(Mexico City) - The preparation of Christian missionaries is hindered by too 
much denominational emphasis, according to a report presented to Christian 
leaders assembled here for the first full meeting of the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism. 


The report on missionary training comes from a Consultation on the Preparation 
of Missionaries held in Toronto, Canada, August 19643, as the outgrowth of a 
study on the subject begun in 1959 by the Commission (then the International 
Missionary Council), 


It acknowledges the "necessity of a new image of the missionary". The old 
image is becoming irrelevant, but the new image is only slowly emerging. 
This fact partially accounts for the preference of many young Christians for 
work with secular agencies or for short-term service with Christian groups, 
it said, 


While recognizing that the Christian mission will depend also on Christian 
laymen living or working outside their countries and on "short-term" mission- 
aries, the study centred on the preparation of missionaries "who. are prepared 
to stay for a long period, even for life, if that prove possible and be 
deemed right". 


As training for the present-day situation, "the missionary dimension of the 
faith should be made explicit through the total programme of Christian nurture 
in home and church, Sunday school and catechetical teaching, theological 
training, the development of lay ministries and the restructuring of the 
‘local congregation as a basis of mission in the community". 


In this connection, the report stated that "the pattern of church life today, 
with its denominational emphasis and institutional structures, is a hindrance 
to the preparation of missionaries, at this time when we are learning to see 
the world mission of the Church as a unity". 


This stress on joint effort rather than derominational emphasis recurred 
throughout the report. In discussing missionary orientation in the country 
he is to serve, it is stated that "orientation, wherever possible, should be 
the joint responsibility of the churches in the country or area, and not of 

a single denomination". In preparation, the missionary should also be 
ecumenically trained so that, "(while he) may still be working in and through 
his own denomination, (he) should share with others a profound discontent 
about the disunity of the churches and be fully committed to work and pray 
for a fuller realization of the unity of the Church", 


Another persistent theme of the report was the need for greater rapport and 
consultation with churches receiving missionaries. It was suggested that 
training centres for missionaries be visited by representatives of receiving 
churches who would keep the centres informed of their effectiveness. 
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Receiving churches should also take greater part in orientation courses, 
language training, and pastoral counselling for missionaries. At the end 
of the first term of service, they should decide at least six months before 
furlough time whether a missionary will be invited to return and inform him 
what his duties will: be. 


The entire first term of service should be thought of by both missionary and 
church as an apprenticeship and the call to missionary service be re-evalu- 
ated at its end. The first furlough itself should be regarded as still part 
of the missionary's training and used for further preparation. "His 
activities in the home church should be free from promotional pressure, and 
he should not be expected to uphold a romantic, unrealistic view of the life 
of a missionary or be expected to present a false picture of the church or 
the nation where he works." EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL CUSHING GIVES $10,000 
FOR TRAINING OF ORTHODOX PRIESTS - 


(Boston) - Richard Cardinal Cushing, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Boston, 
has presented a $10,000 cheque to Metropolitan Antony Bashir, head of the 
Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church of North America, to be used for the 
training of Orthodox priests. 


Metropolitan Bashir said the goodwill gesture from "my good friend" will go 
toward the ecclesiastical education of ¥he four or five seminarians the 
Syrian Church usually has annually at St. Vladimir's Orthodox Theological 
Seminary in Yonkers, N.Y. 


St. Vladimir, which has a total of about 60 students, trains priests for 
various Bastern Orthodox churches in the United States. EPS, Geneva 


‘MBTHODIST BISHOP OF DALLAS 
ASKS END OF BITTERNESS, HATE 


(Dallas) = The Methodist Bishop of Dallas, the Rt. Rev. William C. Martin, 
has called upon Christians in that city to purge from their lives as individ- 
uals and as a people the "insane bitterness and hatred" which inspire such 
crimes as President Kennedy's assassination. 


In an unusual pastoral letter read in all 89 Methodist churches of Dallas 
County, Bishop Martin declared: 


"This is no time for hysterical self-condemnation... God's call is upon us 
as individual Christians to examine our lives in the light of Christ's 
teaching and example to see if there is any evil thought or purpose in us, 


"There can be disagreement concerning politics without bitterness and hatred. 
The Church is ordained of God to be an agency of reconciliation between man 


and God and.between man and his fellow man. We must strive to enable it” 
to fulfil this mission." 


Bishop Martin emphasized that the foundations of democracy will crumble away 
if the time ever comes when respect and support "should cease to be given to 
those who have been called to places of responsible leadership in state and 
nation", . : EPS, Geneva 
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URGENCY OF RACIAL QUESTIONS SPOTLIGHTED 
BY U.S.i..6 NADIONAL COUNCIL ASSEMBLY 


(Philadelphia) -- The critical urgency of the racial question in American 
life uhderl®y all- actions, debate, addresses, studies, and prayers at the 
6th General Assembly of the Nathonal Council of Churches, 


Some 3,5¢n voting delegates, consultants, .nd accrecited visitors attended 
the sessions here December 1-7. It was the history-making thread that ran 
through the entire megting, from the opening session for the public on. 
Ded.::1 to the inaugural address of the National Council's new president, 
Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, of Indianapolis, Indiana, head of the Evangelical 
United Brethren Church, 


He is completely aware, the Bishop said, that his term begins in nyhis 
year of crisis," 


The rage issue was epitomized in the resolutions, the pronouncement, the 
Message, the report of the section discussions and in the sending of 
bus-loads of 80 Assembly visitors to Washington, D.C., to urge their own 
representatives to speed the civil rights bill of 1963. 


The shadow of President Kennedy's death lay over the Assemhly, and its 
leaders called again and again for a new dedication of the principles and 
objectives of the slain president, especially for immediate action on his 
and President Lyndon B. Johnsoyn!s top priority measure, 


The memorial service for the late Rresident was the emotional highlight of 
the Assembly. He was to have been the principal Assembly speaker, 


Instead, the United Presbyterian'¢ghurch'!s ranking churchman, Dr. liugene 
Carson Blake of Philadelphia, stated clerk, delivered a moving eulogy. 

He reminded his audience that the first member of the Ronan Catholic Church 
to serve as presia@ent had made abundantly clear, during his short time in 
office, that those who had feared a Roman Catholic president for any reason 
had misunderstood beth the man and his church. 


In adopting the broadest racial programme in its history, the Assembly laid 
down ten specific courses of action, urging all churches, among other things, 
to ;,open membership and worship to all regardless of races develop 
integrated programmes whereby Negro and white Christians can meet; employ 
an open policy of recruitment, employment and promotion of staffs and 
integrate staffs from governing boards to health, education and welfare 
institutions operated by churches} require fair employment practices in 
church construction contracts; remove investments from enterprises that 
discriminate; nite in support of all civil rights legislation and organi- 


ZatLons. 
’ 


In the Message to the Churches, highlighting the four major emphases of 
the Assembly (race, technology, peace, and church unity ) the Assembly 
stressed the u:gency of assuring justice for Negroes and other racial 
minorities. 


It urged the churches to aid those hurt by today's swift technological 
changes, notably minority groups, the young, and older displaced workers. 

It hailed recent developments in the search for world peace, and gounselled 
Church people to continue to press for disarmament and for the diversion 

of armament expenditures to a frontal attack upon the: unmet needs of mankind. 
Speaking of Christian unity, the Message said that "many new steps lie 
urgently before us to remove the deep divisiveness and wide diversity that 
still mark our several traditions," 
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The Assembly further approved overwhelmingly a resolution calling upon 
Congress to "take every step necessary to pass the administration's civil 
rights bill," and appealing for all Christians to write, call or telegraph 
their representatives to get the rights programme oub of committee and to 
the floor of Congress for a vote, 


An eloquent spokesman on the racial issue before many Assembly groups, 

and notably in the concurrent Assembly of one of the National Council's 
divisions - all four divisions and general departments held such assemblies 
as part of the larger one - was the Rev. Robert W. Spike, executive director 
of the Council!, recently established Commis$4on on Religion and pace. 

Dr. Spike painted a moving picture of the courage and devotion with which 
both Negro and white people are each day facing danger, even death, as they 
work for the freedom movement. He told of a rally held in ners where 
hundreds were in jail, including most of the indigenous leadership, where 
young men were bandaged and bruised and women had tear-gas burns, Still 
there was no hatre¢, nothing but hope, singing, preaching, witnessing, and 
prayers for those caught in the struggle on both sides. 


The retiring Council president, J, Irwin Miller, Columbus, Ind., industrial-- 
ist, praised the "courage, holdn.ag, and siift response of the National 
Council in Setting up the new Commission last June," which "has ignited 


comparable courage, boldness and action in an astonishing number of Christian 
bodies." 


The urgency of Christian unity, which became the number two Assembly topic, 
w,S. strongly expressed by eminent church leaders both on and off the floor. 
Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and 
South America, said "Unity begins within people yather than through parlays 
on organic union, When people truly feel unity as part of their faith, 

then we'will have no:iip,oa_ble £inding at." Dr. Blagg, who thrée years eo 
proposed denomina;ional merger talks that now involve six churchesc, said 
"the vertical pressure to be gyedient to Jesus Christ" is far more important 
than is "unity as an accommodation betwgen us and others," 


The Rt. Rev. James A, Pike, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Diocese of 
‘California, who co-authored unity proposals with Dr. Blake, held that the 
direction of present unity movements is "toward sharing, but we don't have 
to have a blueprint of all the machinery." 


Both Dr. Blake and Bishop Pike were eneouraged by developments in the Second 
Vatican Council. Bishop Pike noted that "the direction of the movenent, 
though slow, is responsible." | 


‘In another session, Dr. Luther A. Weigle, noted educator and scholar who 
led the 22-year task of translating the Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible for publication by the National Counsil, announced that a special 
edition of RSV, authorized "for general use by Roman Catholics of Great 
Britain" will be published in 1964, bearing the imprimatur of approval by 
Ronan Catholic authority, This means that Roman Catholics and Protestants 
in Great Britain will begin using the same version of the Bible. There 
will.be a "few minor alterations ... in the interest of Catholic usage," Dr. 
Weigle said, . 


Tne Assembly elected Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy and the Rev. Dr. David R. Hunter 


as general secretary and associate general secretary, respectively, of the 
Council. 


EPS, Geneva. 
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"NEW EPOCH" SEEN IN 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


(Rome) - A Lutheran observer to the Second Vatican Council said here that 
the Roman Catholic Church has entered "a new epoch of its life with new 
determination and energy" and that this development places an obligation 
on other churches to review their attitude towards it. 


Dr. K.E, Skydsgaard, a delegate-observer of the Lutheran World Federation 
and an expert on Roman Catholicism, told a press conference here at the 
conclusion of the second session that all churches should rejoice at the 
developments thus far and should make every effort, "without being uncriti-~ 
cal to overcome traditional resentments" about the Réman vatholic Church. 


Speaking specifically about the scheme on ecumenism, which is still +46 be 
voted upon, he. said the chapter on religious liberty represents a major — 
step forward and cnntains "ideas which would have been drowned earlier in 
suspicion and hostility". While it may take a long time to put iis 
concepts into practice, he said,"the important thing is that words concern- 
ing ‘unlimited religious liberty of the individual and the community! have 
bYen said", 


In the scheme on the liturgy, he said, we see "old and new things" in 
parallel relationship, "sometimes almost in contradiction", but "it! cannot 
be ignored that something has happened here of which ,.. during past 

centur jes we had not the slightest forewarning and which would earlier have 
frightened Catholicism". 


Professor Edmund Schlink, an observer of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD), also praised the "advances made which cannot be revoked" in the 
digcussion of the "ecumenism" schema. At the same time he pointed out 
"not insignificant differences" between this schema and the schema on the » 
Church, Whiis the latter, he said, is concerned only with isolated non- 
Catholic Christians, the fy pst spoke of "non-Catholic churches and commun« 
ities" and thus "respects the mystery of the Church which is greater than 
the Church of Rome alone," 


Dr. Lukas Vischer, an observer of the World Council of Churches, speaking 
in his personal capacity and not on'behalf of the WCC, said the debate on 
the schema dealing with ecumenism showed "a very clear will to enter into 
contact with other churches ... and a deep understanding of ecumenism". 


While many of the statements made by the Council fathers during the discus~ 
sion have remained "in the perspective of rather Roman Catholic ecumenism", 
he said, "the discussion as a whole seems to make possible a revision of the 
text which will go beyond that presented to the second session," 


"But let us be realistic", he added. "The ecumenism (contained in the 
present schema) must be related to other concepts of ecumenism, It will 
certainly be necessary to discuss together the nature and basis of genuine 
ecumenism. The schema opens the door to such a discussion. We are 
grateful the door is open, but we must remember that we are just at the 
beginning of dialogue." 


He said he believed the Council fathers were well aware of this as many 
speakers had underlined that the Roman Catholic concept of ecumenism should 
not be presented as a closed system, or as a method to be imposed on others. 
Many, he noted, hag proposed that it should not speak of "cahholic ecumenism! 
but of the "catholic principles of ecumenian". 


That is to say", Dr. Vischer said, "that ecumenism is a reality which 
goes beyond the Roman Catholic Church, that it is a movement inspired by 
the Holy Spirit conecarning all the churches. But not all the speakers 
have understood this. They have spoken of ecumenism as if tt were a 
parallel activity alongside many other activities of the Roman Catholic 
Church. If this viewpoint were to prevail, other churches would be 
faced with an unacceptable concept of ecumenism". 


Dr. Vischer expressed gratitude that the ecumenism schema contains a 
chapter on religions liberty, noting that the World Council of Churches 
had long asked the Vatican for an explicit statement of principle in this 
field, 
An observer of the World Methodist Council, Dr. Albert C. Outler, of the 
United States, noted that while the progress of the Council toward 
bringing the Roman Catholic Church up-to-date may have been irregular so 
far, nevertheless the achievement in modernizing the liturgy and making 
it more intelligible to worshippers was "phenonenal”, 


What has been done in the Constitution on the Liturgy," he said, tHnaane 
that more has been accomplished in the past 18 months than in the past 
70 years of the liturgical movement." 


EPS, Geneva. 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCH LBADERS ASK 
MORE LIBERAL IMMIGRATION POLICIES 


(Perth) - Liberalization of Australia's "white only" immigration policy _ 
was called for in a statement issued hére by a group of prominent West 
Australian church leaders and lecturers on the eve of recent Federal 
elections, : 


While there have been some "small changes in the liberal direction" in 
the "modifications of Party platforma and in the opinions of individual 
poligicians", the statement noted, policies have yet to take account of 
a growing public desire to make ietias more. flexible, 


It cited a recent public poll showing that "a majority opinion" favours 
"more liberal admission of selected non-European immigrants" and urged 
the government "to reflect more accurately the tendency of public opinion 
towards the reform of the policy itself." 


It called upon the governnent to "remember the self-respect of other 
peoples in their new-found nationhood. Hence our immig ation policy as 
it effects their nations needs reappraisal . Its restrictiveness should 
balance a regard for our national interests with sone concern for the 
susceptibilities of our ‘coloured! neighbours," it said. 


Signers included the Most Rev. G, Appleton, Anglican Archbishop of. Perth? 
the Rt. Rev. C.J.P. Mackay, moderator of the Presbyterian Church in | 
Western Australia; and the Rev. L, Broadbent, president of the Methodist 

Conference of Western Australia. 


EPS, Geneva, 
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POPE PROMULGATES DECREES 
ON LITURGY, COMMUNICATIONS 


(Rome ) -~- In solemn .eremonies in St. Peter's Basilica marking the close 

of the second session of Vatican Council II, Pope Paul VI promulgated 

the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy and a decree on modern communications 
media. 


These were the only two of the 17 schemata on the Council's agenda which 
have been completed to date, although discussion has been held on a 
number of others. The vote on the liturgy decree was 2,147 in favour 
and four against. On the communication decree it was 1,960 in favour 
with 164 against. 


The historical nature of the Cons,itution on the Sacred Liturgy is evident 
in the fact that the liturgy has undergone almost no reform since 1570 
when Pope PiuS V codified the then existing rules and decreed a single 
liturgy for.almost all the churches of the West. In the middle of the 
last century a "liturgical movement" originating in Europe began to press 
for renewal of the idea of worship itself and for a clarification of the 
church's rites and practices. 


Under the liturgy constitution:s terms introduction of the vernacular 
language in parts of the mass and in the sacraments may be decided by 
regional conferences of bishops. It also decreed that local or national 
customs, where these harmonize.with the faith, may be admitted into the 
liturgy. 


It stressed that all the churches activities climay in the liturgy and 
insigts that if the liturgy is to produee its full effects, the faithful 
must take part in it intelligently and actively. 


The decree on communications was generally viewed as disappointing and 
commentators noted that this explains the relatively large number of votes 
against it. The decree declared that mass media "if properly utilized" 
could be of "great service to mankind", 


SKN (hen AT \ 


The concluding session also saw a small move towards decentralization of 
authority. Pope Paul VI in a motu proprio (apostolic letter) permanently 
granted the bishops 40 faculties or rights, severa] of which in the past 
were reserved to the Holy See. ; 


However, the new rights fall far short of acknowledging the "collegiality" 
of the episcopate, a principle the Council fathers had backed in four 

test votes (EPS No. 41). Among the new powers were: the power to grant. 
certain dispensations necessary before Roman Catholics and Protestants 

Can marry; and the power, previously reserved to the Holy See, to abgolve 
certain sins. 


EPS, Geneva, 
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POPE PAUL DISCUSSES EPISCOPACY 
ISSUE IN CLOSING SPEECH 


(Rome) -- Pope Paul in his address to the closing séssion of the Second 
Vatican Council's second session expressed the hope that the third session 
scheduled in September next year will complete the outstanding business. 


He mentioned specifically "the great and complex question" of the episcopacy 
and the discussion dealing with the Virgin Mary. 


Speaking of the episcopacy issue "which iy both logical order and importance 
is the primary concenn" of the Council, he declared that the Council's . 
aim is: "to clarify the divinely instituted nature and function of the 
episcopacy not in contrast to, but in confirmation of, the supreme Christ- 
given prerogatives, conveying all authority necessary for the universal 
government of the Church, which are acknowledged as belonging to the: 

Roman Pontiff." He then added: "The Episcopacy is not an institution 
independent of, or separated from, or still less, antagonistic to, the | 
Supreme Pontificate of Peter, but with Peter and under him it strives eins 
the common good and the supreme end of the Church. The coordinated 
hierarchy will thus be strengthened, not undermined ...." 


Of the schema on the Virgin Mary, the’Pope said: "We hope for the solution 
most in keeping with the nature of this Council, that is, the unanimous 

and loving acknowledgment of the place, privileged above all others, which 
the Mother of God occupies in the Holy Church....after Christ her place in 
the Church is the most exalted, and also the one closest to us, so that we — 
can honour her with the title 'Mater Heclesia! to her glory and to our 
benefit", - pe *: 


Commentators on the Vatican scene have opserved that this closing speech 
differed rather markedly from the speech given when he opened the second 
session. , 


The Paris daily Le Monde commented that while the Pope had clearly 
manifested his wishes in the opening speech, "he seems to have considered 
it wiser yot to commit himself personally to going forward any further. 

He does not think the time is yet ripe....The inner unity of the Roman 
Catholic Church is too precious to be exposed to the risk of being shaken," 


Le Monde added that. the session had evoged "contradiczory feelings" because, 
on the one hand, "the Roman Catholic vhurch has rarely appeared so rich in 
dynamic spiritual men filled with new ideas and intelligent devotion" 

while, on the other, the d@ouncil fathers have "allowed themselves to become 
bogged down in the debates", The impression, it added, is that the 


“segond session "hes not achieved any very clear results." 
EPS, Geneva. 


IN BRIEF 


Church World Service, an agency of US Protestant and Orthodox churches, 
reports that, between January 1 and October 15 this year, it brough 1,908 
refugees to the United States. Of these, 354 are so-called stateless 
persons admitted on parole; 769 came in on regular quota to join families 
already there; and 786 arrived from Hong Kong, most of them orphans. 
Making its report, CWS noted its gratification over the extension granted 
by the government, to the Chinese parole programme until December 31 this 
year. This means, it said, that 2,750 additional parole non-preferensge 
cases can be processed in Hong Kong and brought into the U.S.A. before the. 
end of the year. 

x ¥ * 


“aq 


r 
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Funds totalling ‘£100,000 have been received for. restoration and endowment 

of ths historic Abbey on the Island of Iona off the coast of Scotland, Dr. 
George F. MacLeod, -head ‘of the Community there, has reported. Of this, 
£35,000 was received during the past’ year, the 14th centenary year of St. 
Columba's landing on the island. The appeal was started in 1959. Trustees 
‘of the community are now seeking an additional £15,000 for further work. 


eas et ea * 


In further indication that the Spanish government is easing restrictions 
upon evangelicals, official sources-report the English-language Immanuel. 
Baptist Church in Madrid-will be permitted to post outside its chapel door 
notices giving the: times- of services. The permission was granted upon the 
request of the Rev.- James M. Watson, Southern Baptist missionary pastor of 
the church. Previously, notices posted outside Protestant places of 
worship had been barred on the ground they would violate an article of the. 
Spanish constitution which forbids any external religious manifestations 
other than those of the Roman Catholic. faith, 


* * * 


World Christian Books has published its fiftieth volume titled Paul to the 
Colossians by Bishop Stephen Neill, director of the series. The. series,, 
one of the first among the religious paperbacks, comprises short simply- 
written books dealing with Christian life, doctrine, and practice. . The 
authors are leading Christian scholars of many nations and confessions. 

More than 400 translations of the series in more than 50 languages have been 
made Since the series was started in 1954. Publishers are the United 
Society for Christian Literature and Lutterworth Press, London, 


* * * 


Dr. W.A: Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
‘presented the four William Belden Noble Lectures at Harvard University last 
week. His topic was "The Substance of the Ecumenical Encounter". He also 
spoke at the Boston University School of Theology before flying to Mexico 
City for the meeting of the WCC's Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, 
December 8-20. 


* * * 


A chéque for $12,000 has been presented to the Rev. John Cross, minister of 
the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala. The presentation was 
made at.a memorial service for President Kennedy and the four children who 
were killed there by a bomb. It represented contributions by churches and 
individuals across the nation to the fund set up by the Commission on 
Religion and Race of the National Council of Churches. The cheque was 
presented to the church's minister by the Rev. Dr. J. Oscar Lee, executive 
director of the National Council's Department of Racial and Cultural 
Relations. : 


*¥ *. * 


Dr. Duncan Fraser of Invergorden has, been nominated as the next moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. Dr. Fraser is a member of 
several important Assembly committees and chaplain to the Royal Navy at the 
Invergorden Naval Base. 
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Leaders of three Canadian Lutheran churches are examining the possibilities 
of a new joint service agency. Twenty-four church officials representing 
the Canadian constituencies of the American Lutheran Church, Lutheran Church 
in America, and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have decided on a study 
which could lead to such a new cooperative Lutheran agency. Similar dis- 
cussions are already going on in the United States among these three hodies. 


Wy at Oe * 


Overseas churchmen attending Kenya's Independence Day celebrations today 
(Thursday, December 12) include the Rev. James H, Robinson, on behalf of the 
United Presbyterian Church, USA, and Sir Kenneth G,. Grubb, chairman of the - 
Church Missionary Society of the Church of England. Dr, Robinson, who is 
founder 2nd director of Operation Crossroads Africa, under which American 
students of different racial backgrounds have worked in several African 


eountries, presented a scroll to leaders of the new nation on behalf of his 
church, . 


* * * 


At least two ministers in the USA - one in Benton, Ill., and the other in 
Plainfield, N.J. - have started funds to help the wife and children of Lee 
H..Oswald, the accused slayer of President Kennedy in Dallas who was himself 
killed later. The Rev. Roy A. Kale, a retired Presbyterian minister in 
Benton, suggested that an offering be taken for Oswald's family, and started 
the fund with $10 of his own. Later he reported a "very heartening response". 
In Plainfield, the Rev. Douglass Bartless, of Grant Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
Said he was starting a "Mrs. Lee H. Oswald Fund" to "symbolize our support of 
love over hate. My appeal", he said, "is one of sympathy and compassion on 
behalf of Mrs. Oswald and her two children". 


* * ¥ 


The Federal Council of the Church Missionary Society of Australia has unani- 
mously agreed to accept an invitation to extend its work to Peru. Tha 
decision comes as a result of a recommendation made at the consultation 
called by the Advisory Council of Missionary Strategy of the Anglican Conm- 
munion in Cuernavaca, Mexico, in January 1963, under the chairmanship of the 
Archbishop of York, Dr. Donald Coggan. The consultation at Cuernavaca, 
among its recommendations for increased missionary outreach, called 
f-r a new missionary front in Peru, but included the suggestion that such 


work should be undertaken by an agency of the church not at present working 
in South America. EPS, Geneva 


rah Meeks * 


NOTE TO READERS 


The Special Report this week deals with Kenya's independence. Those 
wishing to know more about the churches and their work in Kenya are invited 
to write to the Christian Council of Kenya, Box 5009, Nairobi, asking for a 
copy of Karambee na Makanisa, an Uhuru Souvenir, price 1/- (plus postage), 


or for copies of the monthly paper Rock, especially its Independence Issue, 
(subscription 5/~ per annum). 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


a. bie KENYA REACHES THE GOAL 
4 ‘ j 
(Kenya marks Independence Day today, Thursday, December Ley The 


implications of independence, particularly for Kenya's churches, are 
examined in the following article written especially for Ecumenical Press 
Service by the Rev. Stanley Booth-Clibborn, editor of Rock, the newspaper 
of the Kenya Christian Council.) 


(Nairobi) -- The eyes of the world are on Kenya this month as it attains 
independence after some seventy years of colonial rule. Duxving Dts hi story, 
there have been a number of occasions when bitter hatred between races, and 
more recently between tribes, has threatened to stop all progress and tear 
the country apart. But now uhuru (freedom) comes in a far more favourable 
atmosphere than would have seemed possible a short time agof amidst scenes 

of tremendous enthusiasm and excitement. 


A responsible African Government headed by Prime Minister Jomo Kenyatta 
has given every indication of its desire to show that people of all races 
can live together in the new Kenya without fear of discrimination. fers 
under considerable pressure from those who wish to practise "racialism in 
reverse", demanding that all posts in the public services should be held 
by black Africans only, But the reward of the progressive but moderate 
leadership of the predominant Kenya African National Union (KANU) in its 
firm stand is shown by rising confidence in the future of the country, and 
a steady reversal of the recent disastrous decline in investment and 
commercial activity which has hit the economy so seriously in the past few 
years, 


Mr, Kenyatta's leadership has also encouraged a return of confidence among 
the smaller tribes and regions most distant from Nairobi, whose leaders were 
only a few months ago indulging in wild talk about seceding from Kenya and 
setting up their own state. such talk has yanished from the scene and, 
although fears remain under the surface, KANU has gained in strength in its 
emphasis on national unity while the minority party is taking a much more 


responsible line. so there is an impressive rallying behind the Prime 
Minister's slogan of Harambee - ‘Let's pull together!. 

Tite Ls just es.well, tor Kenya like .all) emergent countries. in tropical 
Africa, is faced with formidable -problems, Vast schemes to settle African 
families from overcrowded tribal areas on to lana formerly farmed Ly European 
settlers are giving some relief, But unless the new peasant settlers are 


helped in improving farming standards, there is a danger that production 
ca OO RBS st 


Thousands upon thousands of youth pour out of the schools after eight years! 
education with few opportunities for further education or of employment. 
Everybody wants everything at once - health services, more wages, free 
schooling - and the responsible leaders are now hard at work warning their 
people that uhuru cannot bring magic results. Their temptation is to 

crack down on all opposition, especially from trade ynions whose demands for 
wage increases have tended to be out of touch with economic realities, 


Most of the churches have been making great efforts to show that they are 
right behind the new government in.its fight for a better life for the 
peoples of Kenya. As the independence date drew closer, Christian leaders 
issued statements showing that, in the past, the churches have been much 
concerned with every side of the developing life of the country, and that 

in spite of changes (for example in education where government is naturally - 
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taking over much of the responsibility), this concern will continue. 
Nationalist leaders for their part recogsise the important part played by 
the churches in education, health services, and social work, though some 
are critical of Christian leadership for what they allege fy the failure 

to oppose racial injustice and colonial domination in the past. Mr. Tom 
Mboya's recent book, Freedom and After, carried some sharp comments to this 
effect. 


Because of the nature of the problems facing Kenya, help given by the chur- 
ches in the agricultural fie1d is particularly important. Here schemes for 
Rural Training Centres backed by monies from World Gouncil of Churches! 
sources through the Freedom from Hunger Campaign are an impressive testimony 
to world Christian concern for the material welfare of Africa. Perhaps 
this is helping. to undo to some extent the impression given by the churches 
and missions in the past that they were only concerned with apademic 
education and training people for ‘white collar jobs!. The lack of 
facilities for technical education in the past has been appalling, and to 
this day, the Christian Industrial Training Centre in Nairobi (sponsored 

by the Church Missionary Society) renains the only trade schoot under 
Protestant auspices, 


The role of white-faced mission,ries in an independent Kenya has been a 
subject of much discussion. A recent meeting of African leaders declared 
emphatically that they ' must be free to use missionaries from any country 
in the future!, and they criticised strongly ‘unfortunate and unfounded 
rumours! which were saying that expabriate workers would not be needed after 
uhuru, But they were gqually emphatic that the rejationship between 
missionaries and nationals must change so that Afriean leadership is 
accapted at all levels, There was resentment at the situation which is 
believed to exist in some of the more conservative groups, especially from 
America, where 'all the important decisions are taken by the missionaries'. 
One of the most difficult sources of tension continues to be that of 
differing standards of living, and there is no easy angwer,. 


The Christian Council of Kenya, especially in recent years, has achieved a 
remarkable degree of co-operation among a host of churches and missions of 
very different theological backgrounds. But such co-operation has always 
been limited and only achieved at the cost of agreeing not to raise the more 
controversial questions. African leadership has always been keen to go 
further, and at last encouraging progréss is being made in the field of 
church union on a Kenya/Tanganyika basis. A full conference will take 
place yn Dar-es-Salaam in May, 1964, with representatives from Lutheran, 
Anglican, Moravian, Presbyterian, and Methodist churches. Thgs conference 
will consider reports from commissions which were set up to consider the 
seriptures, Creeds, Church, Ministry and Sacraments, at a meeting at Arusha, 
Tanganyika, in January this year. 


The gravest weakness of the churches as they move into an era of independence 
remains the lack of adequate ordained ministers including men of a high 
standard of education, In spite of a great deal of money poured into 
theological education in recent years, this problem is still very serious; 

but it is now widely recognised and all churches are ee ae sei eh to 
attract men of high education into their ministries. 


No Christian surveying the Kenya scene can fail to feel a deep thankfulness 
to God for the signs of His hand in the making of this country. From the 
year 1844 when Ludwig Krapf landed at Mombasa to the year of indépendence, 
the infjuence of Christian missions has been a decisive factor in the build- 
ing of a nation, Sin, failures,and mistakes there have been in plenty. 
But we ask for the prayers of all friends overseas that the Church tn Kenya 
may continue to change lives, knit together people of different tribes and 
races, and take a lead in the fight against poverty, ignorance, and disease 
in the years ahead, EPS, Geneva. 
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NEW SITUATION IN LATIN AMERICA 
"TAKING CHURCHES. BY SURPRISE" 


(Mexico City) ="A new situation has arisen in Latin América "which is taking 
all of the churches by surprise", acc. rding to a Colombian Frotestant, the 
Rev. Gonzalo Castillo-Cardenas, of Bogota, executive secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Presbyterian Cooperation in Latin America. : 


He addressed some 200 Protestant and Orthodox church leaders from around the 
world attending the meeting of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
of the World Council of Churches, Dec. 8-20. ‘Mr. Castillo spoke at a session 
devoted to "The Life and Witness of thé Church in Latin America", The Rev. 
Aharon SapseZian sf Brazil also spoke at this session, — 


Hailing the historic importance of the meeting of the Commission in Latin 
America, Mr. Castillo asserted that "no one today would doubt the legitimacy 
of the presence of Protestants in Latin America". 


In an historical analysis of the "galloping expansion" of Protestantism in 
the area, the speaker noted it had grown up in a "posture of contradiction, 
rectification and alternative to Iberian Catholicism" which had conditioned 
and determined both its strengths and weaknesses. 


In the new situation, "the dichotomy Protestant-Catholic, although valid, has 
been pushed into the background of the scene by the tremendous pressures of 
.social.and political problems. In this new situation both Catholicism and 
Protestantism have found themselves unable to evangelize the Latin American. 


"In the case of Protestantism, this is all the more pronounced among the 
older denominations. . In spite of certain reports of advance in evangelisn, 
the facts indicate that we have arrived at a point of stagnation and crisis." 
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According to Mr. Castillo, this "internal problem of the Church is a reflec- 
tion of the total situation in Latin America...the awakening of the collect- 
ive conscience to the fact that we live in a society unjustly organized, 
which does not justify the sacrifice of the millions of human lives which 
are being required for its preservation", 


In the "climate of high tension" resulting from this awakening, the traditio- 
“nal forms of life and the 'programmes! of the churches have seemed to the 
masses not merely irrelevant but also "an offence to God and man unless those 
who profess. to believe accept the human situation of the people as a primary 
responsibility and offer their lives to change it". 


* * % 


At the same session a Brazilian Protestant leader reported that conditions in 
modern Brazil have forced Christians there "to come to grips in a more con- 
crete and real way with the Church in its totality, compelled by its total 
mission ta the total world", 


The Rev. Aharon’ Sapsezian, “general ‘secretary of the Association. of. Theological 
Seminaries .in Brazil, gave two main reasons why "this vision of the wholeness 


of the Church and its mission cannot be lost", First, he said, :"Bragil is a 
country of almost continental proportions, currently in the midst of a dynamic 
search for its own national intégration' and identity". Because of this fact, 


"it is becoming more and more difficult for the Church in Brazil to remain on 
the margin of history". 


Second, he said, is the fact that "modern Brazil offers a panorama of Christ- 
ian pluralism, of Christianity in all its usual forms, that makes it impossi-~ 
ble for any church to escape the encounter with the ‘other church'",. 


The great majority of the Christian population in Brazil "centinues ‘Pirnly;’ 
even if not very conscientiously, linked to the Roman Catholic Church", .Mr. 
Sapsezian said. . "Roman Catholicism in Brazil is living through. a phase of 
awakening and the. development of a new conscience." While it is still too 
early to draw any definite conclusions as to the results of these renewing 
tendencies, it is the task of the Brazilian Protestant church to follow 
attentively these movements , he stressed, 


Discussing the Orthodox churches. in Brazil, the speaker Beit out that many 
persons are. not even aware of their existence. Due to large scale immigra- 
tion from Eastern Europe: and: the Near East, there is now a. community of about 
200,000. Orthodox in Brazil. "They could have a significant effect upon the 
ee tee and” enrichment of certain aspects of the nature and life of the 
Church." This will depend upon how these groups find their way to integrate 
and relate themselves within the life of the nation. 


Brazilian Protestantism was divided by Mr. Sapsezian into two main groups = 
"young Protestantism” and Mee Protestantism", 


"Young Protestantism", which is cheracterized by an gf iecntay open p Peay rth in 
evangelism...indifference to ecclesiastical formalities and, sometimes, even 

to doctrinal substance" reaches with a "moving and appealing message" many of 
the mass of urban and rural workers who are found in the lower economic and 
cultural social groups. It is this group of Protestants that appears to have 
‘the greatest impact among the great mass of Brazilians. "Of this church it 
can truthfully be Saad: that it grows." gin 


Despite its Successes, “young Protestantism faces two major problems. First 
‘by. stressing a primarily moralistic and individualistic ethic -and redemption 
"from the world", its members are deprived of any responsible and significant 
participation u's the world", 
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Secondly, as these churches evolve, they must run the risk of becoming "merely 
a church of first-generation converts. Unless these churches find a new 
depth to their life and being, they will often lose as many 'second generation 
Christians! out of the back door as they receive new converts through the 
front door", according to Mr, Sapseziane 


"Adult Protestantism" in Brazil must be considered a relative term since this 
church has only about one hundred years of history. Nevertheless, "there is 
today, in the full sense of the phrase, a Brazilian Protestantism, established 
in practically every section of the country, recognized and respected by Roman 
Catholics, by government authorities and by the people in general", 


This Protestantism today is faced with "new circumstances and challenges that 
seem to demand new answers and new solutions", These include a slowing rate 
of growth and the defection of certain groups, such as students; the partici- 
pation of the church in the "evolving Brazilian historical process"; and the 
question of the unity of the Church as "an indispensable affirmation of faith". 
EPS, Geneva: 


BRITISH CHURCHES OPPOSE 
ARMS FOR SOUTH AFRICA 


(London) ~ The Executive Committee of the British Council of Churches has 
called upon the British Government "to reconsider its policy concerning the 
sale to South Africa of further British-built or licensed military equipment 
or spare parts of any kind whatsoever, capable of use on land or in the air 
for purposes of internal repression", | 


In a strongly worded statement issued here Monday (December 16), the Committee 
declared that it doubted whether a distinction could be maintained between the 
shipment of arms, particularly with regard to land and air equipment, "for 
defence against external attack" and "weapons which could be used for purposes 
of internal repression", 


The British government policy is that no arms will be exported to South Africa 
‘thich would enable the policy of *partheid to be enforced. 


The Committee declared that it had "been shocked to learn that under this 
policy, for example, spare parts are still being sent to:South Africa for 
Saracen armoured personnel carriers, such as were used at Sharpeville". It 
added: 


"Tt notes that deliveries are taking place of Canberra aircraft and Wasp 
helicopters, and that next year the government proposes to supply Buccaneer 
low=level jet attack aircraft, which the local population fear could be used 
for purposes of internal repression, though supplied by Great Britain. for the 
defence of the Cape sea routes," 


In November a nine-man Council delegation had expressed to a representative of 
the British Foreign Secretary the Council's grave concern about the fact that 
the United Kingdom representative to the United Nations had refrained from 
voting on a resolution recommending discontinuation of the arms- shipment, 

(See EPS No. 44) 


That delegation had left with the representative a list of questions concern- 
ing the issue. An announcement said. the statement issued this week was pre- 
pared in light of the answers supplied to these questions. EPS, Geneva. 
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MOVE TOWARD UNITY HELD 
REASSURING TREND OF 1963 


(New York) - History will look ‘pack upon 1963: as a-year of gréat Co eae Be 
turmoil, but it has been marked by trends and developments which give cause. 
for "a erie of great expectancy", a World Council of Churches leader said - 
here e 


"As this year...comes to its close, we must sadly and with deep penitence 
recall that it brought bloodshed in many countries and for us the assassina- 
tions of a group of children in a Baptist Sunday school, of President 
“Kennedy, and of Lee Oswald", said Charles Parlin, prominent Methodist layman 
and New York lavyer as he addressed the annual meeting of the Friends of the 
WCC. .. 


"But all is not dark", he added. "One of the brightest and most reassuring 
trends of the time is the continued move of the churches toward unity." 


‘The speaker, one of the six presidents of the Wor 1d Council, callea attention 
to progress of various Protestant merger movements and the "dramatic..»new 
relationships with our Roman Catholic brethren", 


Mr. Parlin declared that the World Council exists today as "a warm fellow- 
ship of Christians...which spans and transcends the worldwide tensions of 
the day in political ideology, economics, trade, and race. 


"In political ideology, our fellowship hails from lands representing every 
extreme ‘and all intermediate shades", he said. "In the Soviet there is the 
dictator of the left and in Spain a dictator of the right and at the other 
extreme the democracy of the ballot box in the Anglo-Saxon countries. 


"Most Christians seem to accept the fact that the Master's '!Render unto 
Caesar! can be applied and that the Christian Church can live under almost 
any type of political structure. ° After all; the Christian Church was born 
under the tyranny of a Roman dictator." 


At the same time, while stating that the Church "must never identify. iseale 
with any social or political order" and that Americans "must never equate 
our form of economy with the Christian faith", Mr. Parlin expressed: firm 
belief in the free enterprise system. "My work’ and my travels have con- 
vinced me that our system has brought the highest standard of living, come 
nearest to eliminating hunger and suffering from the people of .a nation, | 
created a structure in which. Christianity can find roots and branch oud. its: 
good tidings and material helps to the far ends of the earth. 


"But we must not equate our still faulty structure with the Christian faith", 


he added. "All systems, as they strive for perfection, are under God's | 
judgment. Christians, within. the framework of their respective economics, 
must always work for a better world." : EPS, Geneva 


PROGRESS REPORTED TOWARDS UNION 
OF CONGREGATIONAL BODIES IN SOUTH AFRICA 


(London) - Good progress is being made towards ore union of. ‘the four. Gonsnae 
gational bodies in South Africa, according to the News Service of the 
International Congregational Council. 


It said it is expected that the eee towards the formation of a United 
Congregational Church in South Africa will be taken in hich me 
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The Service also reported that a recent meeting of Congregational represen 
entatives received an invitation from the Presbyterian Church of shite 
Africa to re-open negotiations with it toward union. 


The Service noted that the union of Congregational bodies would greatly 
increase the African strength in the multi-racial church. The possPbility 
of union with the Presbyterian Church; it said, would "provide a welcome 
increase in European membership, ere is very small" in Congregational © 
churches, EPS, Geneva 


‘UK CHURCHES UNITED 
TO PLAN WORSHIP 


(London). - Formation of.a joint. liturgical group comprising Anglican, _ 
Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, and Congregational churches in Great 
Britain has been announced here. 


Involved are'’the Church of England, the Church of Scotland, the Episcopal 
Church ‘in Scotland, the Presbyterian Church of England, and the Methodist, 
Baptist, and Congregational churches, 


An announcement said that informal discussions on liturgical matters by the 
churches had indicated that the time was ripe for the creation of such a 
joint project. 


A statement by the group explains that it will have "no authority greater 
than that which its members give it by their own.weight, but that it will 
be for particular churches, through their own customary modes of decision, 
to make use of the result if they are willing to do so", 


Initial .projects to be discussed are: the planning of a calendar, forms of 
daily service, and a lectionary; the planning of joint forms of service 
which might be used with the approval of the churches on occasions of united 
worship, such as the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and Holy Week; and, 
the consideration of the structure of the services of Holy Communion, 

. ' EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH LAITY TO 
SHARE IN ELECTION OF BISHOPS, 


(Stockholm) - Amended legislation that would enable the laity to share with 
the clergy in the election of Swedish Lutheran bishops was recommended to 
the national parliament by the five-year Church Assembly here. 


The Assembly, the supreme legislative organ of the Church of Sweden which 
includes elected lay and pastoral representatives, approved a government 
proposal that henceforth laymen should take part in episcopal elections ivy 
approximately the same numbers as the ministers, 


Lay electors would be chosen by.parish councils. Until now the only laymen 
participating in such elections have been those who were members of the: dio- 
cesan chapter concerned or of the theological faculties of Lund and Uppsala. 


The. proposed changes would. affect only the method of selecting the three most 
favoured candidates for each bishop's post. The slate of three would still 
be submitted to the Government of Sweden for the final choice and appoint 
mente EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN PROTESTANT-ROMAN CATHOLIC 
TEAM TO WORK IN INDONESIA 


(Sydney) - A work team from Australian Pretea tant and Roman Catholic churches 
will visit Indonesia for three weeks next year, 


Plans fer.the visit were announced last week by -the president of the 
Australian Council of Churches, the Rev. B.R. Wyllie, and the national - 
director of the Rontifical Mission Aid.Societies, Bishop A.R.H. Thomas. 
The two organizations are joint sponsors of the visit. 


The team will. comprise 40 men, including doctors, dentists, pharmacists, 
dental mechanics, agronomists, geologists, engineers, farmers, veterinarians, 
solicitors, accountants, teachers, builders, plumbers, electricians, paint- 
ers, and bricklayers, and two nursing sisters, 


The tradesmen will make repairs and additions to Indonesian church buildings, 
including hospitals and schools, while the professional men will engage in 
specialized activities within the churches in administration, education, 
medicine, veterinary and agricultural science, The nurrees will be attached 
to hospitals. . 


The team plans to fly to Djakarta on May 31 and return to Sydney about 
5 Vog (aNd Dea alae : 


Members of the team will pay their own fares, but accommodation and travel- 
ling expenses in Indonesia will be met by the churches there.. . 
EPS, heed 


ORTHODOX, CATHOLICS AGREE ON 
MAINTENANCE OF NATIVITY CHURCH 


(Jerusalem) - An agreement was signed here between the Greek Orthodox Patri- 
archate of Jerusalem and the Franciscan Custodian of the Holy’Land on 
certain rights and privileges pertaining to the Church of the Nativity in 
‘Bethlehem, built over the traditional site of Christ's birth.» 


Church leaders here warmly welcomed the agreement as reflecting the new 
ecumenical spirit accentuated by the forthcoming visit to the Holy Land by 
Pope Paul VI. 


Moslem Gov. Daoud Abu Ghazaleh of Jerusalem, who ratified the agreement on 
behalf of King Hussein of Jordan, hailed the pact as an “historic document", 
ending long-standing disputes between the Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholics 
who, with the Armenian Orthodox Church, administer the Nativity Church, 

EPS, Geneva. - 


ALC COUNCIL APPROVES 
REPORT ON "TONGUES" 


(Minneapolis) - A report which neither encourages nor condemns the practice 
of "speaking in tongues" has been approved by the Church Council of the 
American Lutheran Church (ALC) following a two-year study. 


The ALC report was prepared by a special committee which sent two of its 
members on a 10-day field trip last summer. The trip included visits in 
four ALC congregations where "glossolalia", as the "speaking in tongues" is 
known amOne theologians, had been Ey 
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Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, Minneapolis, ALC president, said the report "is 
prepared in the same evangelical spirit as characterizes Paul's discussion 
of the subject in I Corinthians 12-14, The report calls our attention to 
the wisdom of St. Paul, who saw fit to permit, not promote the practice", 
he said. 


He said the report points out that "there is a danger of over-emphasis on 
glossolalia on the part of some, with an unbalanced distorted Christian per- 
spective as the outcome", EPS, Geneva 


NCC LEADERS MEET PRESIDENT, 
DISCUSS RACIAL JUSTICE EFFORT 


(Washington, D.C.) - An inter-racial five-man delegation of National Council 
of Churches! leaders met for almost an hour with President Johnson to 
express the Council's concern for prompt passage of the civil rights bill, 
to commend the President for his "very vigorous" record on civil rights, 

and to discuss how churches can best support racial justice in the future. 


The leader of the group, Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, the NCC's newly~elected president, told newsmen later that 
the delegation had "assured the President we would concentrate on the 
solutions", 


When asked what future action the churches would take, he replied, "The 
avenues always used by Christian churches: education, guidance, and beyond - 
a strong emphasis on demonstration", 


The bishop explained that he used the word ‘demonstration! in "a broad sense 
- which might’ include street demonstration", HPS, Geneva 


FUND CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED TO ASSIST 
EPISCOPALIANS IN CIVIL RIGHTS STRUGGLE 


(Greenwich, Conn.) — An appeal for a minimum of $150,000 in the coming year 
to aid Episcopalians involved in the civil rights struggle was made here at 
the quarterly meeting of the National Council of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. 


The 32~member body, which formulates policy between General Conventions of 
the church, stated that "many people desire an opportunity to contribute to 
church programmes designed to extend civil rights, as well .as to give finan- 
cial support to persons caught in situations of racial crisis". | 


The funds will provide food, shelter, medical care, employment and legal 
assistance to individuals taking part in civil rights efforts and also will 
provide financial aid to congregations suffering as a result of the racial 
struggle. ag EPS, Geneva 
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MISSIONS LEADERS STUDY 
. "HOW. CHURCHES GROW" 


(Mexico City) - The discussion on world mission and evangelism of the 
‘World Council of Churches here moved from the general to vivid specific 
examples as three churchmen from different parts of the globe discussed 
"How Churches Grow." ; 


In a special public session the WCC commission meeting joined with 
local Christians to hear addresses by a French speaking pastor from the 
Cameroon, a Spanish speaking Bible translator who lives in Mexico City, 
and the head of a large British missionary society. 


They were: the Rev. Jean Kotto, general secretary of the Evangelical 
Church of the Cameroon; the Rev. Alfonso Lloreda, Mexico City, Bible 
translator and Presbyterian; and Canon John V. Taylor, London, the 
recently appointed general secretary of the Church Missionary Society, 
‘Anglican. 


Pastor Kotto described a mass evangelism effort in Bamileke in the 
Cameroon where a reign of "terror, slaughter, and cruelty" swept the 
land starting in 1959. Homes, hospitals, schools, and churches were 
destroyed. ..More than 200 churches were destroyed. . Pastors, teachers, 
and evangelists were killed, 


The number of Christian communicants went from 23,000 in 1959 to 13,000 
in 1961. "The cause of these disasters can be found only in the sin- 
fulness of those who do not know Jesus Christ," said Pastor Kotto. "A 
population of more than 500,000 in revolt!" 


"Convinced therefore that the cause of the rebellion lay first and fore- 
most in the fact that these people had not heard the Gospel, our church 
decided to launch, at the risk of our lives, a large scale evangelical 
campaign." 


Mr. Kotto described how the whole church became aware of its respon- 
Sibility to convert this tribe. The entire church assisted in a village 
by village campaign, thousands were converted, and administrative | 
authorities credit its positive influence to restoring peace. 


"Tf Bamileke is now enjoying a time of peace, pardon, reconciliation and 
hope, it is largely due to the message of salvation carried there by. the 
evangelistic campaign. 


"Pagan resistance to the message of. salvation, however violent at the. 
start of the discussion, would finally give way before our conviction 

in our message. These are not people who refuse the Gospel and cast it 
aside, but rather it is the church with its obstinate fundamentalism 

and pharisaic casuistry which closes the door on them", he said. 


Pastor Kotto said that the campaign had forged the unity of the church 
in a country where tribal life made for division. He reported some 
"faltering hearts" who feared the enormous expenditure on the part of an 
impoverished church and others afraid of taking risks and saying evan- 
gelization was the task of western missions. 


"There may well be among us here those who would make the same remarks. 
There are certainly those who are hesitating, calculating, fearful, and 
troubled. What are you doing about evangelizing your country? What 

are you doing each one of you as a Christian, that is to say, as, bearer 
of the good news?" he challenged. 
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Prophetic Protestantism in Latin America 


"In contrast to a proselytizing attitude, there is in Latin American 
Protestantism a prophetic urge to witness to different ethnic groupings"! 
Dr. A.« Lloreda declared, 


He said because it was commonly believed that 90% of Latin American 
evangelicals have Roman Catholic background, all Protestant evangelistic 
effort "has been lumped together and maliciously accused of petty 
proselytizing effort, which hungry for numbers, has used all means 
including defamation in order to convert bitter and resentful Roman 
Catholics. 


"We accept the charge, for unfortunately many local and foreign evan- 
gelists, unable to express positively the grace and mercy of God in the 
Gospel, resort to destructive criticism of the Roman Catholic Church." 


He said that the most successful expression of evangelistic effort was 
not proselytism but "indigenous motivation inspired by the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the end of eradicating some deep-rooted evil in the 
community." 


He mentioned as an example the story of Don Venancio, an Otomi Indian in 
the Mezquital Valley, who bought a Bible from the mailman in 1934, became 
an evangelist, and transformed the dry land into a productive farming 
area. 


In the 30 years of Don Venancio's labours 4,000 converts were made. 
Trade schools were established and a factory now makes cloth from the 
Same shrub which formerly was used for alcoholic beverages. A land 
distribution programme has been inaugurated. 


Taylor on Missions Today 


The head of one of the largest and best-known of the world's missionary 
societies, the Church Missionary Society, (Anglican), Canon John V. 
Taylor asked whether the fact that "there is a church in most parts of 
the world" exempts our generation from the worldwide responsibility 
"that once rested on every Christian. - 


"Is the task of evangelism today a matter of 'you in your small corner 
end 2m mine?!" Cavon Taylorsasked. UOrware we bound, one and all, 
by the original mandate and still committed to the ends of the earth? 


"T haven't a shadow of a doubt that when any church anywhere in the 
world begins to tackle its own job seriously, the main job for which it 
exists, to bring its own neighbourhood, its own nation, its own society 
to the saving grace and lordship of Jesus Christ, it will immediately 
and without questions come to know its need of partners from elsewhere," 
he declared. EPS, Geneva 
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URBANIZATION CREATING NEW 
PROBLEMS FOR CHURCHES, COMMISSION TOLD 


(Mexico City) - Urbanization throughout the world has resulted in new 
problems and responsibilities for the Church, the World Council of 
Churches! Commission on World Mission and ane was told here. 


This fact was stressed by two speakers who addressed a plenary session 
on the topic, "Meeting with Men in the Cities." They were the Rev. 
Harry Daniel, a presbyter of the: Church of South India, and the Rev. 
George E. Todd, director of the enatdie metas of Urban Church, United 
Presbyterian Church, Us SeAi 


A former missionary to Formosa, Mr. Todd noted that the church there has 
been seeking "appropriate structures" in response to the rapid shift from 
@ rural agricultural society to one which is urban and industrial. 


Pointing out that cities are growing more rapidly in Asia than in the 
West, Mr. Todd said Formosa's 10 largest cities have doubled during 
the last 20 years -- while the population of two multiplied four times 
in that period, 


"In 10 years," he added, "factories have multiplied from, 5, 000740. 254000." 


_Similarly, Mr. Daniel reported that India recorded its sharpest rise in 
towns and cities during 1941-51. He attributed this fact partly to 
the impact of war, partition and independence. 


In spite of rapid industrialization, the drive to the cities has decreased 
during the last decade, he noted. This trend may have been initiated by 
such factors as a drop in refugee migration, population saturation in 

the cities, progress in rural areas, and a surplus labour market in 
urban sectors. 


"It 1s an amazing fact that Hindu society finds it possible to adapt 
itself to social changes," he said. "Ang thet Hindu religion is 
reinterpreted to meet the demands of a.new scientific industrial era." 


But social changes are occurring in the midst of the technological boom, 
he added. Moreover, all church bodies are engaged in putting up new 
buildings in the new suburban areas. ; 


However, Mr. Daniel contended that "the Church seems to have changed so 
little in spite of all the changes around. 


"Tt seems so easy in tbhevlite ofthe Church," (hevsaid, ror lay men aod 
women to forget the world from which they come with all its joys and 
hopes, its pressures and frustrations and to fit into a religious ethos 
unrelated to the life of:the world." 


Other factors impeding the growth of the Church in a changing society 
include continued EO ee on foreign missions boards, and the lack of 
lay participation, he said. : 
"We are divided denominationally,'" he continued. "Churches are tempted . 
to rush into new industrial areas for the sake of denominational dividends." | 


Mr. Todd cited several examples showing how the Church is seeking to 
witness in the urban areas of Formosa. 


He said the caty church should be identified by its presence at all 
points where evil is clearly manifested and in its involvement with 
those who suffer. 
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"There are few places in the cities of today's world where our Christian 
churches can be discovered except in peripheral ways in the posture of 
cross bearers in the city," he observed. 


Mr. Todd suggested that urban churches should reflect upon their activi- 
ties to determine whether they are "cross bearers" or are merely 
"achieving institutional success in the world's terms." EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH FINALLY GIVE LEGAL 
STATUS TO CONSCIENTIOUS 


(Paris) - The French National Assembly has at last passed a bill giving 
conscientious objectors legal status. Various church groups and 
individuals have long pressed for such legislation. Although the 
general feeling is that the legislation does not go as far as wished in 
granting rights, it is generally considered better than nothing. 


As passed the Bill incorporates some of the harsher amendments it had 
hoped would be deleted, notably the one requiring conscientious 
objectors to do a period of civilian service twice as long as members 
of the armed forces. 


However, the amendment which would have deprived conscientious objectors 
of the right to postpone their gervice until after they have finished at 
university, was cut in the final version. 


At present, there are some 100 conscientious objectors serving prison 
Sentences, because of their refusal to do military service, the majority 
of them for religious reasons. EPS, Geneva 


INTERWATIONAL TEAM AIDS INDIAN 
INDUSTRIAL MISSIONS 


(Bangalore, India) - An international three-man team of Specialists in 
industrial evangelism is making a tour of Indian cities to set up labour 
evangelism programmes. 


Following a twenty-day orientation period here the team is visiting 
Madras, Calcutta, New Delhi, Allahabad, and Bombay, The project, 
proposed by the Hast Asia Christian Conference, is under the direction 
of the National Christian Council of. India. 


The team members come from India, Germany and Japan. EPS, Geneva 


FATHER CONGAR 
IS HONOURED 


(Paris) - The Dominican Father Yves Congar, 0.P., the Roman Catholic 
specialist in ecumenics whom the Vatican ordered to cease tegcehing in 
1954, has been awarded the rarely given title of Master of Theology upon 
the recommendation of Pope Paul VI. 


Commentators have seen in the award an expression of the change in the 
Roman Catholic Church resulting from the Second Vatican Council. 


The award wade by the General of the Dominicans was marked with a 
special ceremony of honour at the French Dominicans headquarters at Le 
Saulchoir, near here, where Father Congar taught from 1931: to 1954. The 
award is given only after two examinations with an intervening period of 
a minimum of 14 years during which the candidate has taught theology. 
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Father Congar was also honoured at a reception given by the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Strasbourg and attended by a number of Protestant and 
Orthodox theologians including Professors Oscar Cullmann, Roger Mehl and 
André Benoit of the Protestant Faculty of Theology of the University of 
Strasbourg, Professor Jean-Jacques von Allmen of the Faculty of Theology 
of Neuchatel, Switzerland, and Professor Leo Zander of the Orthodox 
Mstilture Of) 5b os oereius, Paris. 


Father Congar began to be known for his writings in the Dominican 
publication "La Vie: Intellectuelle" in the middle 1940's. UGS VS rae: 
book "Chrétiens des Unis: Principe d'un Oecuménisme Catholique" was sold 
out almost at once. Orders: from the; Curla torbade. ite reprinting, 
although no theological fault was found in it. In 1950 another book 
"Vraie et Fausse Réforme dans l'Hglise" suffered the same fate. There- 
after his books had to be submitted to Rome for special censorship, and 
no more appeared until 1958. The tide began to turn in 1957 when 
Father Congar started receiving the aid of the Bishop of Strasboure. 

A few years later Pope John transformed his situation completely by 
appointing him as a consultant to the Preparatory Theological Commission 
for the Second Vatican Council. BPS, Geneva 


ITALIAN CHURCHES AID 
DAM DISASTER SURVIVORS 


(Rome) - Italian Evangelical churches have contributed a total of 
8,767,095 Lire ($14,000). to aid survivors of the dam disaster in the 
Italian Dolomites earlier this year. 


Funds gathered in the joint action, which was conducted through the Federal 
Council of Evangelical Churches, will be used to purchase four of the ten 
pre-fabricated houses being built at Pordenone under auspices of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World 
Council of Churches. (See EPS No. 41) 


Contributions came from the Apostolic, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, and 
Waldensian churches, and from the Assemblies of God, the Spezia Mission, 
and the Italian Evangelical Missionary Association. EPS, Geneva 


SYNOD ASKS PRASES SCHARF 
OO TAY WEE 0S LN BRE LN 


(Berlin) . The West Regional Synod of the Evangelical Church of Berlin- 
Brandenburg has urgently requested Prises Kurt Sharf to "stay in Berlin 
Wasi eS 


The Synod made the request after a Cologne newspaper published a report 
that Prises Scharf had been suggested as the successor to Dr. Martin 
Niendller as president of the Evangelical Church of Hessen-Nassau. The 
neWSpaper reported that several of the member churches of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD) "seemed to be trying to obtain a better platforn 
for Praises Scharf", 


Meanwhile the Clerical Board of the Evangelical Church of Hessen-Nassau 
has announced that Dr. Nieméller, 71, will continue in office until 1966, 
so that no consideration has as yet been given to the appointment of his 
successor. BPS, Geneva 


ee 
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WOMBN PASTORS APPROVED 
IN WEST BERLIN 


(Berlin) ~ The appointment of women pastors was approved here by the Western 
Regional Synod of the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg after three days of heated 
debate, 


The decision, passed by a two-thirds vote, parallels a similar action taken 
last February by the church's Eastern Region, 


The new legislation provides that women can "preach the word, administer the 
Sacraments, teach and (provide) spiritual care", It also provides that they 
will receive the same salaries as their male colleagues. 


It differs from that adopted by the Eastern Region in only one major respect. 
In the East the legislation provides that women may be appointed as pastors 
to churches with vacant pulpits. The Western Region's decision omitted this, 
Saying only that they could carry out pastoral duties in such congregations. 

| EPS, Geneva 


FIRST SHIPMENT OF BIBLES 
ARRIVES IN SPAIN 


(Madrid) - The first consignment of Scriptures officially permitted to be 
imported into Spain by the British and Foreign Bible Society under the present 
government has arrived in Madrid. The consignment includes about 2,000 
Bibles and 4,000 New Testaments, Bible yociety Officials said, and it. is hoped 
that permission to import many more will be granted. The present number is 
considered inadequate to meet the requirements of the Protestant community in 
Spain, 


In 1940 the agency of the British and Foreign Bible Society here had some 
110,000 eopies of the Seriptures, but these and other religious books belong» 
ing to the society were confiscated and destroyed. Don José Flores, the 
representative of the society in Madrid, has reported that he had recently 
had talks with officials of the Ministry of Information, who assured him of 
their cooperation, 


The reopening of the work in Spain of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
was formally initiated recently at their new premises, Protestant ministers 
from various parts of Spain took part in the brief ceremony, EPS, Geneva 


ITALIAN PRIEST JAILED FOR 
ARTICLE ON CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


(Rome) ~ Father Ernesto Balducci, editor of the Italian Roman Catholic review 
Testimonianze, has been senteneed to eight months in jail for publishing an 
article about conscientious objectors in a Florence newspaper, 


The terms of the sentence have just been published. They state that the 
main charge against Father Balducci was his contention that "in case of total 
war Roman Catholics would not only have the right to desert, (but) it would 
be their duty to do so", (Present Italian legislation terms it "immoral" to 
refuse to do military service, ) 


Father Balducci was also criticizea for "attributing unlimited autonomy to the 
conscience of the individual". 


In Italy attention is being drawn to the fact that this is the first time that 
a citizen has been sentenced by a civil tribunal for defending the rights of 
conseientious objectors in the press. . EPS, Geneva 
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DUTCH CHURCH DEFENDS 
RIGHTS OF HUMANISTS 


(The Hague) - A report presented here to the General Synod of the Netherlands 
Reformed Church by one of its committees suggests that the Church, "by virtue 
of the tolerance it asks for others and for herself in society" should not 
only refrain from opposing claims of groups like the Union of Be tanec 
but should stimulate then. 


"The possibility may arise’, it declared, "that the Church comes to the con- 
clusion that an organization like the Union of Humanitarians, notwithstanding 
the fact that it does not share the confession of the Church, should yet be 
appraised.,.as a positive factor where it is concerned with the upholding of 
Spiritual and moral values". 


~The report, an interim one, noted that the rights of such groups must be 
Studied by the churches in the event a body like the Union should ask for: the 
same facilities for introducing its teachings into the school system as the 
churches have. 


The report was adopted by the Synod 28 to 16, after the drafting committee 
agreed to rewrite some of the more strongly contested points, so that it 
would more clearly reflect the consensus reached by the Synod. 


Dealing with the nature and limits of toleration, the report said that the 
promotion of the claims of humanitarian groups vis-a-vis the state should be 
_ Supported because in many circles people still believe the Church is only 

concerned for its own "opportunistic considerations" and does not recognize 
the rights of those who think differently. 


Further it said the Union of Humanitarians has "turned against the nihilistic 
tendencies in our society", On this account alone, it said, "it deserves 
(to. be able to carry on) its activities". 


~ 


However, it said there would be "a different judgment" if it should appear 
that the Union was developing into "an organization that through an anti-- 
theistic and anti-Christian doctrine would essentially promote the ie svar 
that it now says it is fighting against". ! 


The report posed the question whether it would have been possible for an 
organization like the Union to exist had it not been formed in "a society in 
which the Gospel. has been proclaimed for many years and through which a sense 
of value has been awakened that also still lives amongst those who do nct 
know the Gospel-..and do not accept it as the truth of God". BPS, Geneva 


MENNONITES SEND 
THIRD TEAM TO HAITI 


(Akron, Pa.) -.A third iets of five il oh aaa sent by the Mennonite Central 
Committee flew to Haiti Dec. 4 to work 60 days in the hurricane disaster area. 
This brings to 25 the number of men sent by the Mennonites to Haiti since Oct. 


30. 


The first two teams are: Beta ae at Cétes de Fer and Bainet on: eHiga ding and 
reseeding programmes. The third team has. been assigned to Petit Geave where 
work will include the reconstruction of houses and public buildings demolished 
or partially destroyed as a result of the hurricane, 


The MCC has announced that the first team of fifteen men is due ree at the 
-end of this month. It said there is a strong possibility that after Christ- 
mas it will send other teams to Haiti. , EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICAN THEOLOGIAN WARNS 
OF MENACE TO CIVILIZATION 


(Capetown) - A prominent Dutch Reformed theologian, Beerane the government's 
apartheid policy, warned here that western civilization in South Africa was 
being "menaced by the very people professing to uphold it and by the greatest 
destroyer of civilized men and communities - this thing called an ideology". 


Professor Albert Geyser, who teaches at Witwatersrand University, branded the 
ideology in question as "a disease of the mind, the very opposite of thinking" 
which denies human dignity and rights and is lea ieneok ae ea man and bedevilling 
society", 


He was the leading speaker at a Human Rights Day ee held sia the City Hall, 
and attended by people of all races. Professor Geyser was convicted on 
-heresy charges by his church last year. After he appealed to the courts the 
church withdrew its charges and reinstated. him, 


He told the audience that the greatest test of civilized society was the 
degree to which it protected man from what was irrational and immoral, eleva- 
ted and guaranteed human rights, and was able to restrain man from turning 
his freedom into licentiousness and equality into a tool of oppression. 


However, he said, "when one champions human rights, freedom and equality in 
South Africa, these qualities are dubbed 'humanism and liberalism! ~ whatever 
these words in their new South African context are supposed to mean -— and 
those who support them are labelled as unwittingly aiding communism". 

EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief executive officer of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the USA, will receive the first John F. Kennedy Award in inter- 
racial justice from the Catholic Interracial Council of Chicago at a dinner 
impChicago,;( 111 .)-son January b6, The award for outstanding leadership in 
the struggle for racial rights has been made in the past, but. its name was 
changed by the council this year in memory of the late President. in 
honouring Dr. Blake, who will address the dinner, the council becomes: the 
first major Roman Catholic group to present an award to the Protestant 
leader. Dr. Blake is a former president of the National Council of 
Churches and currently acting chairman of the ee ek a8G0G /E 
ober See cry on Religion and Race, : 


Tak py Seas 


The National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church (USA) has endorsed a 
proposal to give complete autonomy to the Brazilian Episcopal Church. A 
request for independence was voted by the Brazilian body!s House of Bishops 
last November. The Council recommended that the Episcopal House of Bishops 
approve the step at the SusuaRnry ssa aantedia General Convention at St. Louis, ee, 
October 11-23, 1964. ' 


*¥ * 
The Dutch Reformed Church in Western Australia has changed its name to the 
Reformed Church of Perth. A spokesman said the change was made because of 


concerns that people might associate it with the Dutch Reformed churches in 
South Africa. The Australian church has about 800 members. 


gh ON Baal haere 
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The North Carolina (USA) Council of Churches has appointed its first director 
of Christian social action. His special responsibility will be to promote 
racial integration. Named to the full-time post was the Rev. JeH. Crum, 
pastor of the Moncute (N.C.) Methodist church and former secretary of the 
North Carolina Methodist Conference!s Board of Christian Social Concerns. 


* ANS We, 7 


December 24, 26, and 31 have been designated as official holidays by the 
Czechosluvak Government. Hitherto only the 25th was recognized as an 
official holiday, and working-hours missed on that day had to be made up the 
following Saturday. Nothing has yet been announced about making up. the time 
lost in the new holidays granted. 


* * * 


The Conference of Roman Catholic Bishops and the Christian Council of Northern 
Rhodesia have submitted a joint memorandum to a UNESCO mission there stressing 
the role played by the Christian churches with regard to education, and the 
churches! great interest in education. While welcoming the general policy of 
transferring responsibility for education to the local authorities, and pro- 
mising the churches! support of the policy, the memo requests church repres- 
entation on education committees on all levels, and expresses the hope that 
religious instruction will continue to form an integral part of education. 


* * * 


The Congregational Union and the Presbyterian Church in Jamaica have opened 
new discussions looking towards possible union. Harlier conversations con- 
ducted over a period of years have yielded little progress. 


* Pasig ase 


The Rev. Douglas Bartlett of Grant Avenue Presbyterian church in Plainfield, 
N.J. (USA), who started a fund to help the family of Lee H. Oswald, has sent 
a $4,000 cheque to the widow of President Kennedy's accused slayer. Mr. 
Bartlett said the fund, collected by voluntary donations from members of his 
congregation and friends, was begun as a symbol of "love over hate" to help 
a family that "must live with the stigma of Oswald", Funds from various 
sources in the United States sent to Mrs. Oswald now total more than - 
$12,000. 


x * 

The first All-India Conference on Curriculum in Christian Education in Day 
Schools is scheduled to open January 10, at Jabalpur. Thirteen denomina-~ 
tional bodies and nine major church-related agencies will be represented, 


along with fraternal delegates, observers, and consultants from the World 
Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association. 


* teas | aac 


An exhibition of ancient and contemporary religious art sponsored by the 
World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association has opened 
in New York. Titled Images of Praise, it was designed by the American 
Federation of Arts Gallery. EPS, Geneva 


NOTE TO EPS READERS 


EPS will not be published Bev enb ay 26 or Bea eh 2's The next issue will 
be dated January 9. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR READERS. 


a 
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OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUED IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
JULY - DECEMBER, 1963 


In order to enable readers to locate EPS stories more easily the 
index provides a cross-reference in two categories. 
These are: 1) geographical and organizational; and 2) substance. 


The sub-divisions of each category are arranged alphabetically and 
stories are listed in chronological order according to the number of the 
issue in which each appeared. In some instances stories are listed 
under more than one of the sub-divisions of each category. Pinwprsed 
items are not listed. 


CATHGORY Tes Geographical and organizational 


Continents 

Countries 

Ecumenical bodies and international Christian organizations ~ 
World confessional bodies 
World Council of Churches 

Hcumenical Patriarchate 


Roman Catholic Church 


CATEGORY II: Substance 


Brotherhoods and communities 

Christian unity and ecumenical attitudes 
Church-state relations 

Church union 

Confessional and denominational life and structure 
Confessionalism 

Conscientious objectors 

Education (general, Christian) 

Ethics (personal, professional, social) 
Information (press, broadcasting, film, photographs) 
Inter-church aid (see also Refugees) 

Inter-church contacts, exchanges, and relations 
Inter-confessional relations 

Inter-faith relations 


International affairs 
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Laity 

Literature (including Bible and other publications) 
Ministry 

Missions (home and foreign) 
Non-Christian religions 

Nuclear energy and weapons 

Personal liberty 

Personalities 

Race relations 

Rallies 

Refugees (see also Inter-church aid) 
Religious liberty 

Repentance actions and reconciliation 


Sacraments 


Social, economic, and political problems and Christian action 


Theology 

Vatican Council II 
Women and children 
Youth 
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CATEGORY I: Geographical and organizational 


Continents 


AFRICA 
Christianity held HPaelane iol amommoneenrrs mane wee hey ys eine 


ASTA 
Asian Christian journalists attend BD CL Er POC AMENSG DNL, lg SN ine gt om Ue pk! Wek 4g 
Asian students in Hurope discuss Christian witness ..... aHaer es 
Asian leaders chart new aid strategy (special ROC) ce ater se Ng ete 
Asian churches need overall plan of work and witness, says joint 
WCC/EACC Inter-Church Aid Consultation Capeotal report): (esas (ake 


EUROPE 

Protestarits in Europe!s Latin countries report better Catholic 
RECA Dietal eS ik witict’ «Lr dal te tie aie ox ae Na menrs St RRM ee bal Pa las. wee sage te: te 

Laymen debate issue of European unity .....4.4.e6s+.., (deo 

Kuropean Methodists ptudyesccha ree noned hata tae gins tee tel te ce cs aeke 

Next meeting planned by Conference of HUPOVEGM A NUP OR SA! Ha... iy!) sou siete 

Huropean Mennonites send rice to EC ONGS a Siac comes iedirell aca) op ey ee ne ge 

Complete disarmament seen goal by Christian Peace Conference .... 


LATIN AMERICA 
First letter of Peter in Spanish launches new Bible CaMpeden — el Sirse S 
Latin American specialists map plans’ for new curriculum . .. co. «es 
Theologian sees thaw in Latin American, church Pobatd ons. oo. sto ese 
Latin America distribution of SGLPPUUTGE AC CoOLer ated is (ee bua ew oe 
New situation in Latin America "taking churches by SLD Passes, ek tae 


Countries 


ALGERTA . 
Islam slated to be state Be AA Oe OM Oli A) Pen Bienen ash ei c's rau. Ye ce 


ANGOLA 
Portugal's foreign minister defends AUC LS IO BING a Gr Sev ta ie rikeie)) sgt 


AUSTRALIA 
Australian Anglican withdraws religious instruction in state schools 
End "white=only" immigration, churchmen ask Australia .... wirhy oki 
Australiam Presbyterians oppose French nuclear DGG ETS ge Ahk | ey a 
Australian church leaders ask more liberal immigration policies ... 
Australian Protestant-Roman Catholic team to WORKS ins tndonestareg 2 5, 


BASUTOLAND - 


Basutoland Roman Catholics, Protestants hold inter-church discussions © 


BELGIUM ) | 
More comments on election of Pope Paul VI........ #9 Taidusrens kn Cr 
Belgian churches announce joint evangelism DOO a Miat tun aiaied". ah ve Dia gh rage 


HERP AE War Ue jee 
Roman Catholics, Protestants in Brazil in SON Versace Or ie oF aR Gay 
Rio rector: says Brazil needs DE OG) CEO Tee, SRatmrnas oe WEIE Ne  ae et tas 


BURUNDI , 
Danish government gives public funds for missionary project ...«. 


CAMEROUN 
Protestant, Roman Catholic teach classes jointly in Cameroun .... 


28 


26 
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CANADA 
Quebec churches may lose zchool MONOPOLY ca? sare lee ian te! eee at 


Possible change in Roman Catholic relations with "Y"'s suggested 
Canadian Catholics contribute $20,000 to rebuild fire-ravaged:- 


Anglican (church (00) isos) (alist te, wile iia ve Oli ow ual oe pei aeet Gen ee 
Cuba would welcome drugs and relief goods, but not personnel 
Alberta government studies change in adoption law . .«.. .- 


CARIBBEAN 
WCC surveys news in hurricane disaster area . -« « © » e « + 


CEYLON 
Buddhist state religion pressed for Ceylon. . « « »« © e « « 


CHILE 
Protestant-Roman Catholic dialogues in Chile . .« « « « «© « « 


COLOMBIA 
Catholic, Lutheran theologians hold discussions in Colombia 


CONGO 
Congo Protestant university to open in the fall ....4.-s 
Congo official asks for more missionaries ...+.s. +» a ae 
Congolese pastors complete theological refresher course . . 
Hook demand’ ahead of Supply in Conger ee elie fe, 6) 8. et 6 le 8 
Presbyterian medical schools reopen this fall in the Congo . 


New Congo university planned at Stanleyville . . « + «+ « « « 
Congo.women aid Korean congregation -. . - « « « «© © « « « » 
CUBA © | 


Cuba Methodists still work and witness . . 2. 2. + 6 + «© @ oe 
Graham Greene decries false reports of Cuba situation .. . 
Quaker relief team to visit Cuba . 2. « « © © © «© 6 «© © © © 
Cuba would welcome “rugs and relief goods, but not personnel 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
Czech government frees primate and seven bishops « « « « « « 


DENMARK 
Danish government gives public funds for missionary. project 


FINI AND 


Swedish Baptists in Finland protest religious liberty infringements 


High theological enrolments reported in Norway, Finland -. . 
Finns. share. national collection with overseas churches... 
Office of "lector" voted for Finnish women head OBR +. ene 


FRANCE © 
French Protestants visit USSR . . « 2 « « s Sf any 6 Miget tee cx 
Churchmen ask for five political prisoners to os freed. « . 
French recognize conscientious objectors .« « « « «+ « « © «© « 
French F.0.R. members denounce nuclear policy . . «6 » « « « 
French journals see flaws in C.0. legislation ....e«. -» 
Montreal: what the papers say . .« « « « « « «© © « © «© « « « 
Conscientious objectors in France . . +. .« « © « « « « »© « » 


French information specialists ask recognition of their "ministry" 


Vatican Sounsil:.more press commentS « .« » « 6 » « s » « e:s 


French Protestant Federation offers guidance in ecumenical dialogue 


French Protestants ask France to abandon nuclear test plans 
"House of Dialogue" for students in Paris .. Aa A ng a la 
Ecumenical Patriarch proposes "summit conference" . . » « « 
Pope's pilgrimage *o Holy Land hailed . . 2. « « » «© «© w© @ « 
Pope Paul discusses episcopacy issue in closing speech... 
French finally give legal status to conscientious objectors 
Father Congar. ie honoured: sey eal elin cee sled at bat) ecm ape ame 


° 
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GERMANY 
DIVE CCUeGe ya thay NOUS Ma a Vi RCOMA CEI Viva Moutts tits Nelle escel 6 (Ley ielieliney «pal ie 
Meter COmMenve TOM SL OOTOMMOr Opened aly Mt ems ehh al ether ariel ese) eiBet 
CDU leader denounces Hast German churches! statement .....e«.e«« « 
German church leader reports Khrushchev receptive to pleas for 


Meese, OL «Wall restr eb Longs” det. a iad Cap iPamie eas ete iver) eh ese yeiiite:: @isi¢ 
German Free Church committee reviews WoC TUCO TL N ehaty ahs. cal es oy te 
Repentance memorial to mark Nazi attack on synagogues . . .« 6 « « e 


Dean Gruber assures Dr. King of his support in integration fight .. 


Greater Christian effort urged toward "bearable co-existence" .... 


Puerman papules ta deplore racia bia tra sewn UGA ier ea) oi ey hey ley Naive oll aee 
PE SRO PS. WOld C Becta 6 GiGi TOL de Mn tetera ies. ene be. eli we he siaynced <3 
UGrmana Nove 00. Uni ferchurches” and Mi SSLORE wis ellie eerie te Nal we cates 
EKD delegation visits Moscow for theological discussions ..... » 

meocwen onrurch easdere honour Ui. Visser NE HOOT Uk eo Cel bar te ewe tering 
Pela eOverimenT NOnOune | WOO UOET LCL etal al: aM eile er iigh grail pcrgh Mart fenly 

- BKD leader suggests meeting with Prague peace officials . ...+. . 

- German church welcomes FOE Sr SU ross OM LOrea Vee ese Ce ewe eel ens 
Evangelical churches use deacons, laymen to great advantage aisle atte 


East German Christians reported thriving "in a spiritual aed = Nagle tA baiie 


German church leaders at Dachau honour memory of Nazi victims . «3: 
German and Russian churchmen report successful conversations .... 
"Protestants, Roman Catholics’ to use identical Bible texts .. . . 
puael German authorities ‘eek ‘recall of Swedish pastor see ee le Ue nels 
Hanover church “admits women’ to full “pastorate so. ee os ee es 
Swedish minister denies charges; denied access to Hast Berlin ... 
Denner scans "Seomuunderc terri? DLet Ua emenwe aie altel sore’ fps is) wueive. ls te 
Kast German, churches express misgivings about new Dibelius book... 
German and Rumanian churches to sesk closer contacts . 1.1. . «..« 
peermean churches: launch oth Neread Tor, they Word" Gri vee 6 eiialit's) va)’ s 
EKD praises "conscientious work! of.its observer at Vatican Council . 
a"Newtenoch"t sigen 17 mo omega AiG Ley Cota eisai ited ha. boing wo wids abiutel ab) events 
Paynod asks  Praces  ochann po piste yw thus (my Rerm bar WS Mer iets! coe lice 
NOME DAStTOTSs AOproved Tn Wess em dey ne Ne Pie atte ey GaN give diet el welhties ye 


GHANA ; . 
BOM SMawCOUnC hem ON Go CHE men Mime WITH D0 Tevet (aiirs pieitenteliat se hoe te: Be ebet a 
GREECE , 
Ecumenical Patriarch stresses Mount Athos! role in Christian UNDE e 
POUNenTCad Va Le Levon Wemecme Gtr ALCO hs ltsie clei see's ol wit ealiaiue. ve 
Greek chunch to Gonsider namie Council observers oo ane 8 ee ee 


Patriarch visiting Corfu lauds good Orthodox-Catholic relations ... 


Theologian urges Orthodox churches to send observers to Vatican Council 


ECESCE ETS DES UOT Me ahy tieC eed a OO ir ANB te gl te uur y Pe GQ eee RN hin gic 


Greek Orthodox hierarchy approves plan for dialogue with Roman Catholics. 


Greek church urged to reconsider decision against Council observers . 
Serb and Bulgarian patriarchates ask aid for monasteries ...e.. 
Prof. Toannidis, 67, dies in Athens sp Sua oN ae Yar SR a SPU Ca 
Church of Greece to cut clergy education requirements; ask more aid 
Eoumenical Patriarch proposes +summit conference" .. . 6 2 « 6 6 + « * 


HAITI 
Jurists' commission condemns Haiti for persecution of Catholics... 
DHA eeav eC Piao Uber MNS Tan LOTT. liste. ees ua Nel alias lee. eles 
Meno to some e Muah ati vine emo meaty ost celine, «pis Seto atuety teh ow ip lg sce Se a.) ee 


HUNGARY 
Pope's message nL A gen Ora Ge SLT OUT SV Ie Lee sare a) ve cal ei uke 
Hungaryetoy maimtain isame, “subsidy, for churches .c.i2° 6.2 ee #8 ee 
Hungarian leader praises new opportunities for dialogue:-. . +...» 


LES otra Na re it lo ofa rey SG rerkh S 2c Bemresahteatetay av Bat Wo Tau lo« We eh bb ated: § an’ kena oh a a oe ie 
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INDIA 
Indian churches have $90,Q00 programme to aid Tibetan refugees ..... 
New director appointed for Bengal ‘Refuses Service. s,s) epee eee 
Extremists in :Indian state ask: ban Jon proselytizing oy wet 4) tee teie etnies 
Aid to Christian schools gives state no control, court rules... . 
Three Indian churches will be .invited to send Vatican Council Speciena 
-Indian industrial evangelism plans aided through international team .. 
Lidian (NCO stresses relisioue liberty ivietlance: | ., iidyins | cue 
indian leaders plan Literature. cooneratronieat cocci e eta tee senate, 
‘Widian state rejects “billy barring conversion activity ois se. aie mums 
wUntouchables an ind ta urnane) Buddies tte) ee tae cre ee dee ee te 
international /team aids /Indian industrial’ mission. eee bees 


INDONESIA , ; 
mudonestavrecalls Ditchsmisstonarieg p64), mais lta see alge aoe 
Mndonésian ‘churches: (planc curr it Oudum ene yer ay ain aplenty ick com Mai ellie em ere ee eae 
Hupopean Mennonites send: rice sto Tridorie Sie) ss dates) ae reside mate eke 


Australian Protestant-Roman Catholic team to work in Indonesia ..... 
TRAN . 

October 18 dedication date for new WCC village “in‘Iran’. . . fo. y . 
ISRAEL 


Israel grants citizenship to Jewish-born Roman Catholic monk... ... 
‘Isrdeli court upholds sentence of Christian school assailants ..... 
‘Possibility of ecumenical centre in Jerusalem to be studied ...... 


Popeshpiberimase io | Holy. Land sneibetur cs 7 gous vol One iu a tulsa eee 
ITALY. 
Waldensian church of Palermo protests Mafia outrages ....»..- sitet: a 
WCC appeals for $500,000 to aid victims of Italiam dam disaster and 
Parimhe as Nurr VC aNIe yyy ye on em gla laeh Mall Yai o1) eh GLP iy enuelast aK. nets hg ene 
pImansoceenicury: links chuvchme ty 9 Chia hs "Gia Sart uk ema le ee M aL gin ent en nee 


WCC to build houses for Italian dam disaster victims .....«. os ee 
WCC surveys ‘news in “hurricane ‘disaster area, cule) at oe a ee 
WOG Yevises plans for dam disseter survivore: spi hate a caro eee 
Italian Protestant leader defends attitude to Roman Catholic Church .. 
Cardinais and bishops ‘at Lecture by Professor Culimann 10. 0%. 4 0 tn ee 


weallan churches: aid dam disasten eurva vor, i aidan: ye eee dee ie eee 

Italian priest jailed for article on conscientious Objectore) .hui\ seer 
JAPAN 

Japanese clergy oppose port call by US atomic sub a7 ish ah he!) Cat Aelita ied te Rh 
JORDAN | ; 

Armenian Pa any aes meet in Jerusalem a ie Lele iN ytd telat Wik tebe Wik Mae MU fic ks bya talk 
KOREA ° . 


Presbyterian leader deplores "divided" church in ROPE A) sibs) doieyu cre cu ote piel 
Congo women aid KOvean tone tewans Oras Crone Maehlseiiie Ms alt, Se ye rt ee ey te 
Nomen. in 1 hospital Joined in prayer whee yin el) Sie rehse, Lal Se 8 Cente hie ety oles) ull 


KENYA 
Menye reaches the: goal epecial report). sate rue eee te eae eee 


KUWAIT 
Christian church construction permitted by Kuwait government . .« . « « e 


- LEBANON ~ 
‘Bishop Hazim sees ‘Russian church as home of spiritual life in Russia. . 
Eoumenical Patriarch proposes Mi ote Cont erence) Mei hw titi” aan ei ahs tap eer Cae 
MADAGASCAR | 
Malagasy churches ‘move towards ‘unioti ov. s {ye cs dite cask Celle ye bee oe 
Madagascar churches hold first assembly .°..°. ee ee ee ee ety . 


‘New ea onan be actions alarm Malagasy Proteatenide stag Ata ie entail tine cag tha . 
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MALAYSTA 
Religious freedom safeguarded in Malaysia's constitution Tea ee 
MEXICO he 
Protestants and Catholics cooperate in Mexico's Bible Dae tials 
NEPAL 
Nepal law bars "proselytism" by Christian missionaries .... 
NETHERLANDS 3 
Council pleads for closer cooperation among Dutch churches F 


Dutch Council asks action on four social ills . BERN aban gon esienes te 
2,000 Dutch Protestant, Roman Catholic SOTA G EY Gta) Mims Sa oe shy mer 


° 


Dutch missionary organizations suggest council on government funds 


development aid 9 PY « e 2 e ° e ry * * ) ® r e e e 


e 


Protestant paper's offer ie isperepati ese Saper: on racial segregation 


rejected , e ° ao s s e er . * * e e e e e e e ® e . ° e ® e e 
Dutch Protestants, ‘Roman Catholics plans jJOLN Gs PELIGd2.C8l iu a) e ls 
Dutch church Bel Gnd S srt Cts Ot amend 6 tai) aul swing ueadh ouposias eiicek void 


NEW ZEALAND - 
New 4ealand church bodies press for state school aid ..... 


NIGERIA 
Nigerian church union predicted Deen dseae MLO Gry ea Mei: Bit ay Ms 
Churches in Nigeria criticize state Of mataon iandrchurch: 3° “y's 


NORTHERN RHODESIA 
Swedish Lutheran church names library after Dag Hammarskjold . 
; Nort thern ‘Rhodesia churchmen set anti- Segregation drive .... 


NORWAY 
High Eenicetcal pets a reponvedjan Norway, «Finland 1). o>, 
Journal says church should -decide whether children may commune 


PAKISTAN 
Churches coordinate plans to help Chittagong typhoon victims . 


PERU 
PACE Lom WOrke rey Andes. comsipee co ee etl ea wiiiha (eters 


PHILIPPINES 
Philippines to get second Christian radio network ...... 
Philippine churches found Bye M cael BY Ook) HO OUIIIO Pi reritas hy” keg a! ing © 


POLAND 
Wyszynski defends. bishops of Poland .. Dd ett Cl ae eee og EPs ag oP 


POLYNESTA 
The pyepeeticay Church of French Polynesia becomes independent 


PORTUGAL 
Portugal's foreign minister defends Angola. policy, .%.\.-« . 


RUMANTA 
German and Rumanian churches BO Seeinel Os er GOnLACES. a ue ud. guts 
Complete disarmament seen goal by Christian Peace Conference . 


SOUTH AFRICA 
Anglicans, Methodists in South Africa to report on their joint 
Clergyman says churches. capitulate to apartheid .... aie 
English religious leaders hit South African apartheid ee pbs 
South Africar Methodist BASSAI S SSPrerats on, POLTCY is wily <i 


Magazine war~3 some South African whites see need for self-protection 


by force e e . ° c e a e . ° s » ° e e o ° e s e es e e iJ . 
South African. sues aC eee nstypisnop. priest f.'e-\ee e bore 
Piper ited be seo at now Sen Lor Ootober. 7. is.t sis oats cw 6 


EPS Index/July-December, 1963 8 | 


SOUTH AFRICA (cont.) | 
New Christian institute to. study problems in South Africa ...+s..-e 35 
South African leader resigns ministry in dispute over institute 

directorships che Moti Seu ar a OUTRUN St at Nath Sm RS pie sd ts 
‘Minister challenges African WAS aed FOBUP ORs late « Ue G inh te cee te mterieht ght epi ene El 
Newcchunch -eroup. stirs South Aromeg a is \lgune aie Glen erate bon Suan oe eee 37 
Sir Hugh Foot warns of racial explosion in Southern Africa ...... 47 
Farewell sermon of the Rev. C.F.B. Naudé (special report) ...... « 37 
Dr. Blaxall convacted; receives suspended sentence ......e<.«e- 59 
United Church backs economic Pressures On GOUtTh) ATTICA! (aes. Tels ie ee oo 
First African minister elected president of S$. African Methodist Church 40 
Protestant paper's offer of comment exchange on racial segregation 


rejected e e ° ° e ° e ‘J e e e e e e ° « ® *= « @ *- ® e ® ® ° ° e e n@) 
‘Anglican prelate's Parewedl message cites dereners of race segregation rAd 
Government minister criticizes Anglican PRE LAUT Es Verem situs hel wibte ts er er eee 


Derector, defends: new South Africa ans td tute. fsutva ele ia oe wtailta eet acetals 
Bishop deplores Anglican "failure" over BAL CHOLES Ue eis ce te tbicartee anu Oe aie ec 
‘British churches oppose arms for South Africa .... oe or ae aight bre Mena ee white: ean 
Progress reported towards union of Congregational bodies in S. Africa. 47 
South African theologian warns of menace to civilization ...«..e.«« AT 


SPAIN 
Spanish Christians meet for ecumenical PVAVOr; SSPV EOS Nes oem eins hee eam a eee 
Spanish church publication asks strike rights, free labour unions ... 28 
Spanish Protestants aid Anglican farm school in UP ANG Geis idete poet Ww eho eneee 
Foreign minister says Vatican must advise Spe:n on Protestants! status 33 
epadish bourls'h of Peceposts nobicevar ‘Sdrvicee ur. te te eee 34 
Spanish university plans chairs of ecumenism, Protestant THe OLORY) a4 eee nO 
Outlook improving "fort Spanish Protestants | omc) wile wae abe eee 41 
baptist lauds Pope) John, oites\ new fday" im Spaani i: lacy “cel ie lehret eee 43 
First. shipment. of Ra bles arrives, nuSpadry lis tocar ute labundt Ron mid”) teem 47 


SUDAN 
Religious liberty in the Sudan (special PEPORb sar: tei Grates? bovis A mee Ui ena 43 


SWEDEN 
Christians in Sweden unite to defend Relioi ous ans bens ii om ee yi eee 
Swedish laity to share in election of DLS OPS hee Pie lite cata ice lain amie enya nes May 


SWITZERLAND 7 
Zurich voters approve jiegal recognition of Roman Catholic Church auewes 
Churches give 60 Muslim orphans vacation in Switzerland ....... tied 
Montreal's") "wha tthe ipepers Bey WV iaigs swerve Wee Le fee Gel keiglenb ola teas dake eee een 


Consecration of first deacon in Swiss Protestant church .....e.«e 36 

Basle Kirchentag raps "widespread" anti-semitism in Switzerland... . 37 

Swiss pastor warns. of dangers of mixed marriages. 2. . .)«.. ss « +1 42 

Swiss churches and missions mark growing cooperation .....+«+eee 43 

Geneva. church moves to streamline administration . .°. . «.. s+ s/s 43 

pyise, churches’ study undion lati id estes toate matte Pineal oa WnLel ae Aa ee eet an Cale 
SYRIA 


Bishop Hazim sees Russian church as home of spiritual life in Russia . 30 
Pipe? es" pilerimage.tor Holy Lends bad Leds sso ae a ane har cote aan ene een yea re 


TANGANYIKA | 
Tanganyikan Lutherans UnLters itt one Venue: Ti, e wiing Vig ern e Mae igure ML ts ae cn aoe | 
No mission hindrances asked in African church formation ........ 28 : 


Anglican’ prelate condemns corporal punishment law ......e .* cose 
LWF may act for WCC in aid to refugees in Tanganyika Cte ee 8 ee 8 


TUNISIA 
Tunisia orders halt to mission hades o eae? te tliat. eo Side ety i Perk Se ig IS i 


UGANDA 
Spanish Protestants aid Anglican ee school in cheba Nae Re CO om 
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UNITED KINGDOM : Ah 
Bone. commen Lan onmeleot Lon oiuPopeubal. Ma mb iesting me che et fue eb eee 


English religious leaders hit South African apartheid laws ...... 
UK. Methodists authorize talks with other churches in Scotland .... . 
Boonen Ase Wi D RCE e Cpe NOT oly SANE lel GIy VtiLs Lait Nes Oa bitane’t ce fe eet el bes Medifok be’ be 
Ter eamee Wa Lauds y crow 6k Mena eAr Ueils acute Pett, | «kev t RIG te Valen aki Atte elie teh ISG Osis 
First of. "bowler hat!' clergymen to be ordained in Southwark ...... 
Heme NOMer S  COMMUy IL Ty nt On Dan MOT TRICE yi ce Mn: eth clita: (bic meen Nels vetinyet Ce tee 
Bhurches;in ocotland blueprint) plans. fori greater: uni ty) sso ie) ele Ue ke cw Me 
Three Anglican dignitaries criticize church's thirty-nine articles .. 
Vableanneouncdl i+) moreypressvicommen terns) sist wi abien: oo aS ibntel |e leteeh oh catibeuie 
UK churches prepare for first British Faith and Order Conference .. . 
Anglicans endorse proposals: fom women Lay readers. o. seu.) leis ek elie 
British .form unofficial group to promote Anglican-Methodist unity ... 
Poronprvenocs mi Newtork Morlades) Pad ri ws hole) al pieinde al) eR os a ehaee 
peep Fao. Wy an bal ese heats Dat meri bit si) 15 YSN Te Maca My barn Ab ok SINS een, atin Bee alin edhe at 
Churches sponsor: large-scale non-profit housing projects . .« .«.-ee-. 
British church council discusses mixed marriages, international affairs 
Communion services of different traditions to be held in Coventry 

O10 els atMeR Ueldp ala, oy ae aa eed ati eStore Hel ety sith te! aati ig oc hikes” Te Ndleli vec! le eth Vell eatita 
Scottish Baptists vote not tb rejoin woo hy seh ava side SRS Uiahy sleet Meine 
Archbishop of Canterbury proposes Anglican- Dre Wks Fade a Lol Vet? <a", oak Maurits 
PRP Mee eo LOSNe oie Weal. i. OWE OM MA NI OS (ths eset Per dele el Goteih es Se oa ea) lw els Cok Waite 
Anglican-Methodist groups join protest union plans . . . . se « e « % 


PoOMeiinyrcatnedral, plansvextoension of: programmes ik eee wets Sra 6 eee 


British council expresses concern on South African arms vote ..... 
Ae etipre cand Seen, underwtiterri bie: judementuiwnw Geers Laon cc 
epeipcaneMethodist, unity group holds, firstimestang 8 sitet Re LY AY LORS 
Jesuit charges Irish Catholics overlook Protestant contributions ... 
London’s West Indians failed by churches, survey discloses .. . +... 
Fundamental changes in papacy doctrine seen required for unity ...- 
Pcumeni calsPatriarch. proposes, summit’ conferencel iy iy 64 a VARY AWS 
POper ss De eri mapper to: Housings tied Vet ore alee yee emo, Tomiie a OP edie ale 
Pri wonuchiunches: oppose arte Tormmouth ATM cago ina wi Git alee Save 
PA onurcncey ime dro lip ameworeha pe Wists Bee ARs SA. FN Ne. Sieeg hie tne mes 


U.S.A. 


Action programme formulated by NCC Commission on Religion and Race .. 
Dac Loin io arouniplane. conference Ons BADEL ST. UNLTY) sone Giese. Gee ge 
Proposal to merge conservative Lutheran synods defeated .......-. 
De Blake, other clergy arrested in attempt to integrate amusement park 
HivvedsGhurah vor Cnriie endorses Unity MOVE «ek Cie. Oe wu cee ae 
Methodiet-sUe committes, tovdrart plan for Union ss eo ee ke Gk te 
Dean Grtiber assures Dr. King of his support in integration fight ... 
Newnan mo vO te Led, DYN WASCOUB IN BYNOUTOL USA sf es 9) were ee ee 
Zocai churches’ charged’ with hiding from social concerns oso. Oe 
1,530 young people discuss role of youth in ecumenical movement... . 
. First letter of Peter in Spanish launches new Bible campaign ....-. 
Ford Foundation gives $204,000 for clergy seminars in economics, 

ee OU LINEN n ee tagd's ee Ale) tile) ei me iits sy te eine ee ete eee Swen a eeu 
.EUB and Methodist commissions authorize "plan of union" draft ...s.-. 
NOME GMa tee WUE tS LALOR De CGS EAL stots lie Wipe ed eek of Vaan eae te a ee a ett mle enie 


Catholic archbishop asks common Bible in addressing Methodists . ...-. 


perbien Orthodox, bishop to. be tried by. church courts in USA’) .ome. go. « 
Religious organizations endorse president's immigration plan ....-s. 
:- US. churches prepare for.aid of massive civil rights march . .. 3s ee « 
‘US thurch leader urges: ratification of test ban treaty .. ofa Neti ie 


phoy OOO. Te tcueaea hit Pao Pou wes e religious Pot See > aid by US ss) Gane ease 
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Uecene  (Oonk.) . 
$231,000 gift of US churchwomen will aid Brazil's frontier soeere oP G69 5 
- Lx Russian church. leaders to be Sues ts OL Bret Wrens 5 vei Muay Og, Soe Wise ee 
: Dr. Bader, EE. dtesin: News Vonks: irq gay ahiel teste ieile Sele ad Cet eteae liam tek Metaeee ee ae 
Dr. Blake cites churches! failure in Washington March apeechin. cae .enci34 
. German Baptists deplore racial SCPE LS Hin DSAAIY Sie etel htt gieetan, wipe dey ota ela 
Brethren-Orthodox statement ACEENTS ‘PEACE. WAT Vie yl aie ets teas whee ee 4 
Union plan proposed by BUB; Methodistichurdhea's vis oa. aurebetd ct Deane 36 
Lutherans challenged to meet reforms in Roman Catholic chiteok sitesi Sake ber oO 
Church centre for the United Nations consecrated in New York ..... 46 
- Churches send "trouble shooters" into race tense areas in US South .. 36 
Ecumenical discussion joined VEO Be Ce LAs Het ee UO ee ree ea en cere ees 
Brethren. group tours USSR, confers with Patriarch Alexei ... .°. . » 38 
Archbishop Takovos speaks on Christlaneunt type Ve wiee eae sm bee et eee 
Archbishop Takovos expresses views of American Orthdoxy on Council: 44.5358 
_ Interracial group sentenced for trying to attend worship at 

MPS SLES Lp ps OH UGH ye Wie! AORN UA RV Natta) vate RN GU ay rata et Okano Rte ann 
Womentay: cross ateny Worlds Pada Ca skews otieetell fal eit gt teem loin Mattie wee wae 
Leansoceanvomly: Links| -chuncnmerie: ahiea tert we eis Vee ere yy ers care ecaae ig ag) 
US church leaders warned "white supremacists" STD. ip S.Ct wal ye a. kee oD 
Churches Sponsor large- scale ‘non-profit housing projects (yah wuss ee Mw 
United Church backe econemic pressures. on: South: Africa; ca0 4; oly sie 39 
Religious leaders! appeal .asks, justice) for Jews: in USSRE wos sick. eA 
Priest urges inter-religious meeting on world's population problems .. 41 
Church acts to stop aid to segregated congregations . . « s «2 « 2 s « Al 
Theologian chides Protestants for lagging in Church renewal’. .... . 42 
Northern Methodist clergy fail to integrate church in eles 4k SOLO ete ore Ee 
Quaker relief team To Pa EMR DB teh atts iva). etka toe 9 Wi okigieh pire oath ca a tnn «Me eect ae 
Ford Foundation to Survey churches! impact in developing countries .. 42 
US Methodist bishops, denounce iraces/prejudica isi chs) AVAL EAL Baten eae & 
‘Southern Presbyterian-Reformed committee recommends "joint programme : 

structures" oie be als ind STADE Vol mite balay (lah) Seupgem etre ei) alge ha PIS sally ve late = Sn a ai 
Dr. Fry sees Lutheran association: "all. but .certain' by LOG. Go eed 
All Americans seen under "terrible AltA emetrh tl ey thes Okeke whe ath ek ah eepne es Hee ae renee 
Presbyterians urged to review financial dealings to end racism .:. .-. 44 
7 Northern ministers agree to ata YA mah, Ce ha dinve ci! 6 a hie wteel aye) Raleloi tema ae 
Bishop stresses need-fon ongand acne tye veo oes Lo a ee 2/2 44 
US -churoh re-affirms controversial standa!.,. spect «os ) cael sues oe ai ee 
Ruesian church in USA urges, Orynodon union ase ean ee ae ease Ca ee ee 
Dallas-minister denounces “spirit of assassination". . . ss e:s « « 0°45 
Hcumenical Patriarch proposes "summit conference” , . . «+s... -+-+e 46 
-Cardinal Cushing gives $10,000 for training of Orthodex priests a sh ia A ale 
‘Methodist Bishop of Dallas asks end of bitterness, hate .....+-eee 46 
Urgency of racial questions spotlighted by USA National Council © 

ROSSMD EY a RNG Liar fey ie) ee alas DRG Ua ighe Mg iar Cum eet he Atal, WR ais ies eae 
Peltew epoch’ seen “in ;Roman! Catholde@ Churehs sles wo mds oem ell Gta’ mae eae ty ena 
“Move toward unity held reassuring trend of 1963 ...-°. Oe ee get Ine ed 
AL Council approves. reports ons "ON eUBe un sinner eae edi dee eae ee 47 
NCC leaders meet president, discuss racial justice effort... . » AT | 
Fund: campaign launched to assist Episcopalians in civil rights struggle 47 
Mennonites» send third Made! se rete wihate tin ad Sah kite Ce ele ALY gt ee Omens ane 


U. S. SR. an 
French Protestants Poe USSR 4/45 > pb OS, ciara ea gictelt a Steen wg ie” Patna 
Three seminaries hissing from Russian Orthodox: review-list ~~ vo ee 44 
Two Roman Catholic prelates at Russian Orthodox celebration . . 3) .. . 
Russian Patriarch marks 50th anniversary of ordination (special report) 
Russian Church establishes Christian unity committee . .... ses, 
Laymen employed by churches lose pension rights in -USSnoy os whee es ewe 
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U.S.5.R. 
Six Russian church leaders to be guests of Brethren... . 
Brethren group tours.USSR, confers with Patriarch Alexei. 
Metropolitan Nicodim given promotion to Leningrad See... . 
Religious leaders! appeal asks justice for Jews in USSR. . 


Soviet Union Baptists hold first congress since 1944 ... 
German and Russian churchmen report successful conversations 


Russian Church strengthens Christian unity committee ... 
Armenian patriarchs meet in Jerusalem . . « « © «© » » © @ « 
Ecumenical Patriarch proposes "summit conference” . . « « « 


VIETNAM 


15, 000 clergymen hit Vietnamese religious, policies, aid by US ... .« «. 


BACC message concerning the situation. in South Vietnam .. 
Saigon says Catholic prelate bars clergy from policits .. 


YUGOSLAVTA - 

Churches:send help to Skopje earthquake victims . .« + « «+. 
Many’churches support WOCC's $500, eo rehousing projects for 

earthquake victims -... A aA hota ini a eee « . 
serbian Orthodox bishop to #3 tried by church, court in USA 
WCC plans advance to house Skopje 'quake victims .. . « « 
Churches raise nearly $400,000 for houses for Skopje 'quake 
MUP OSLaY OLSHOD VESTCS WCC sy 6 note ee Mane rare oye ee Be! o 
Volunteers complete work for Skopje 'quake victims .... 


ECUMENICAL. BODIES AND INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS 
(see also World Council of Churches) 
Churches give 60 Muslim orphans vacation in Switzerland. . 
Asian Christian journalists attend Bangkok meeting .... 
New programme is designed to train campus leaders ». .« « » »« 
World YWCA Council Gear NY DOR lake iiveilieiele the Aika ily: ie kia lile sie 
EACC, message concerning situation in South Vietnam ... . 
Asian leaders chart new aid strategy . +6 « » « «+ «© © «© © « 
Asian churches need overall plan of work and witness, 
WOU BACH Totersehurch Add) Consultation.) suped Gur eles sce oscie 
YMCA, YWCA, observe 96th joint week of prayer .«.. +... - 
Next. meeting planned by Conference of European Churches. . 
All Americans Geen uudermiterri bleujudementi nwa. 1s) os. 1s 
Conference studies churches! mission to tribal peoples .. 


Complete disarmament seen goal by Christian Peace Conference 


WORLD CONFESSIONAL BODIES 

New mission method tried by Wisconsin synod of USA ..e«. » 
No mission hindrances asked in African church formation. . 
Lutherans study theology of social service . 
World Baptist youth meet in Beirut . . « © « «© «© © © © «@ « 


. e . sd a e e 


Importance of Vatican Council stressed at Presbyterian Alliance 


e ° i] e s 


e e e e s 


° e ° ° e 


e ° ° e e 


Skopje's 


. e ° e ° 


says joint 


° e » 2 . 


° e e * e 


s e ° e ° 


meeting 


Lutheran relations to other Christians highlighted at LWF Assembly . 
Presbyterians invite Roman Catholics to take part in world ace ‘ 


Lutherans hold world Assembly in Helsinki (special report.) . 
Anglicans chart global plan, cei ee ee 
Anglicans call for unity, service, laity involvement .. . 


e a e ® e e s e 


Lutheran: body offers to act as WCC's agent in service programmes .. 


Bishop: Dietzfelbinger to direct Ecumenical Research Institute .... 


Anglican communion urged to call world meeting for laymen . 
LWF may act for WCC in aid to refugees in Tanganyika ... 
Methodist leaders condemn world-wide racial injustice ... 
WCC, LWF plan joint study of medical’ mission work . . .. 
Consultation probes world confessional issueS . . « « « » « 


e s * e * 


e * ° ° e 


e ° e « e 


Inter-confessional research centre to be located in Strasbourg ... 
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WORLD CONFESSIONAL BODIES (cont. ) Ay 
' Dialogue advocated as form for Christian-Jewish encounter Ut IN Ms SE age ars 
LWF visitors report vital church life in Hungary ..... Bhat phe tyk ey My. 
New ways sought to ensure greater support for inter- church aid projects 45 
wNew epoch" geen, in Homan’ Catholic, Char chet te ves cena elie et ae ge ety see cata as A6 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
Churches coordinate plans to help Chittagong typhoon victims ....« « 25 
Vatican Secretariat names five observers to WCC Faith and Order meeting 25 
Indian churches have $90,000 programme to aid Tibetan refugees ...:+. 25 
New director appointed for Bengal Refugee Service . . 2. «6. « «© © oe « 29 
Bitheimer to leave WCC! for church) POG tis sire r tess waren eae et iat aries nacre mane 
CCIA expresses hopes for Moscow disarmament conference . « « . « « « « 27 
Success of first long-term work camp prompts WCC plans for two more .. 27 
Unity growth "miraculous", Faith and Order conference told . . » «6 « 27 
Flood of problems seen endangering ecumenical movement ...».-+.+. +s 6 28. 
Orthodox, other theologians blueprint post-conference study ... +.» 28 
Leaders of three confessions address Faith and Order meeting ..... 28 
WCC Faith and Order conference sees churches moving towards unity ... 29 
Churches!’ send help to Skopje earthquake Wictimg iia a wllebs ean ind let 
OCTA* hails: Moscow agreement... wie isek wie « )% Sei) “7m PL ene werd rane he TM ehh Pm 
Reports from .the section meetings at Montreal conference ..\5 +s Suita ahah etre 
Many churches support WCC!'s $500,000 antes project for Siopie 

ee cWagrsalebotsh as yap elt e pre 01 \< lemme anal aun hgh st ns Ge wy Nias as RMT Palette Mee Net: ikl oe Re tanec lan 
Montreal: what the papers say ..... Fede Thin) t5p ewes Seon iia Mita Stow balaahnea! beg Maat ee 
Message of the 4th World Faith and Order can eaenoay Montread. 6 sowie BO 
USA theologians will represent Vatican at WCC sessions . ¢ »« «6 s'e » 31 
WOO plans advance to house “Skopje ('quake, vViCTIMS 9 Ui, eos fie we es rete 
Consultation studies missionary: preparation) . Yar 7 i ae et enemele ews mee 
New grants, announced by Theological Bducation Fund . 1°95 1. ‘e's «0 2 32 
Lutheran body offers to act as WCC's agent in service programmes ... 33 
Churches raise nearly $400,000 for houses for Skopje ‘quake survivors . 33 
Three persons to represent WCC at Second Vatican Council session .. . 33 
uYrue dislogue") asi the! vitaliissue,) Drs Vasser 4 Hootit teila 

Central Comme ties: vie oreo N Wien one taptiet. Settee Selle aceite hrstt tnt ite eg sedt \e Ouemen Tey 
Exechtive. Committee: report, Rochester ye dry onl win ued ob ste a ne eee te tie ae 
Racial segregation "unchristian", Central Committee declares ..... 34 
World Countijo urges: Test: Ban Treaty @upport Ale wir a eee Weltaael erie Mtaneegeeeael 
New volume marks 25 years of service by Dr. Visser 't Hooft . ..... 34 
World Council names four observers to Second Vatican Council session . 34 
Central Committee debates meaning of WCC membership . ....« + « « « « « 34 
WCC notes "ground for hope" for genuine dialogue with R.C. Church... 35 
WCC will study question of government aid to social projects ....«. 435 
Nine; churches! join WeCs ‘totaly memberahip, noms 209, rains al eee /se° te Melina 
CCIA statement on Vietnam stresses religious freedom for all men... 35 
Changes suggested in procedure for Communion at ecumenical meetings . . 35 
DWE may act for WCClaini eid to/rerugecsy in Tange nv kes ci ie ney wliied ibs aan ore 
Statement of the Central Committee on racial and ethnic tension . . . » 35 
Central Committee statement on relations with the Roman Catholic Church 35 
Test Ban Treaty - special supplement issued September 20 
WCC observer sees "realization period" for Vatican Council II...» +. 36 
Change in congregation structure urged to meet today's needs .. «+» « 36 
Weyawing for, "Casa. hocarnov Redd Cae dae ktnares uals siieeenmit cuntatc sch cours viined ts aes 
Consultation’ probes world ‘confessional issues. sie Seine oe) ie) eetha ule) eae 
Mexico meeting will take new look at missions Sid Viet Bik: Cots tov dine: Oh irasiaas alata 
Bossey students ‘to ‘studycaynere £4 emi sce icon se Oe ldabh apace pene Sua tannic tories 
Catholic. prelate.cites WCC) work intfecumenical field 25 ...e) lane sere 
CCIA memorandum distributed to UN assembly delegates ... e+e. .«s+s-. 
New WOO Staff appointments ennouncedi’ wu i) oui age wale ane wae een eee 


Se ee” - 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (cont. ) 


WCC appeals for $500,000 to aid victims of Italian dam disaster 


enieveca bbesn hurricansils yay viloe ie tlle bie SAME IaH ae) > ah ws hat gang 
WCC to build houses for Italian dam disaster victims Pe eek 
Ooteber 18 dedication date for new WCC Pr llegenanel rane gg, ast 
Pee Mee nek ashahi sla lclwir: MMA el Bee beh jon aT Reto apehyey f 
German government honours WCC official ..... ar Satna Patt «neti ian te 
WCC surveys news in hurricane disaster area.... PiPeM ee sake earls 
$48,000..asked for World Youth PO 1G Cee rng iam, ube cree) cur 
WCC revises plans for dam disaster survivors . AA Arie 


"Great Shepherd" is theme for 1964 Week of Prayer for UA UO etwas 
Two Roman Catholic observers named to WCC Missions meeting ... 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft preaches at memorial service for President Kenne 


Possibility of ecumenical centre in Jerusalem tobe) Studied... 
All Americans seen under "terrible VES Pehotc aie OR 7 NR maa amet Se ee tora att 
Sere tey DL SOD VEST ESMWOC We ane git ace eras Maina: 4 fe Laka tet ail 


dy 


e 


. Sermon preached by Dr. Visser 't Hooft at Service for President Kenned 


New ways sought to ensure greater support for inter-church aid projects 


Volunteers complete work for BOD S hota ke uni ota mare vin teryr . Glvoe rg 
Missions seen undergoing new PEEL Od. Oni pes cy maitre ai hh rol re aa i 
Missions leaders study plans for theological education, literature 
Denominational emphasis seen hindering missionaries! preparation 
"New epoch" .seen in Roman Catholic Church ..... Sua wULte rey bern s 
New situation in Latin America "taking churches by surprise" .,.. 
Move toward unity held reassuring trend of 1963 ........., 
Missions leaders study "how churches CE OW a heme ana twig dC ad's vs aoice 
Urbanization creating new problems for churches, commission told. 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 


Eeumenical Patriarch welcomed in Athens ...... a Ma elas Nes peat 
Orthodox leaders agree to "equal footing" talks with R.C. Church 
Orthodox Patriarch comments on Nequal dialogue: proposal oy ic, 
Greek Orthodox hierarchy approves plan for dialogue with R.C.s , 
Orthodox await Vatican response on "full equality" in dialogue . 
Pope Paul writes Ecumenical Patriarch ........., one eaten ey 
serb and Bulgarian Patriarchates ask aid for monasteries 6.5. 4) < 
Ecumenical Patriarch praises late President ICOVETIO ED A'S (hyp eh ears 
-Eeumenical Patriarch proposes "summit conference" Rien alt® gk putamen 2 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH (see also Vatican Council II) | 
Vatican Secretariat names five observers to WCC_Faith and Order meeting 
Pope at crowning calls for Christian unity in a rejuvenated Church 


Two: Roman Catholic prelates at Russian Orthodox CO LenraCTOn uuu % 
Pope's message anticipates "sood news" from fatWh gy leah CORP MPR ANY (ORE Sy pS 
USA theologians will represent Vatican at WCC sessions o\Neisunyit es) 
Pope appeals for Roman Catholic-Orthodox UU) AYU ca seit nis cote ice oad Gi 
Cardinal Bea proposes institute for SMG VP veneers anys. amici ng frog aot 
Pope urges pilgrims to promote church LAE eles ahe sig tie Recall hyo 

Catholic prelate says. Index has little relation to academic life 
Russian Orthodox leader has audience with POVONM EERE anes wig tied yh” bg 
Catholic prelate cites WCC work in ecumenical BV EM rete lak release 
Roman Catholic archbishop urges recognition of non-Roman churches 
Melchite Patriarch comments on Peas PRM ae yer teat ee ene yt eee Se, 
Roman Catholic theologian decries confused PSCMANGLOA Ve wr gh ete ek he 
Fore Faulwrites Ecumenical Patriarch ...... Se Nahas te, VAC E Nt 
Religious liberty view advanced in "L'Osservatore Etehirt2 alk Ene En ad 
. Ecumenical Patriarch proposes "summit conference" .., ak Us Pike Nort teh te 
Popes. pilerimase \tohHoly iliand hailed... 6osh ae Soak: . pee ive! hate ba 


aN, 


EPS Index/July-December, 1963 


CATHGORY ITs Substance 


BROTHERHOODS AND COMMUNITIES 


> Ecumenical Patriarch stresses Mount Oe, uae in Christian unity MSF 5 
WWNew women's community "toipnay chor ares & Oe ate te eet tee tena wir ettat eet eee 


“Serb and Bulgarian patricorchates ask aid for monasteries .'. .« « « e « 


CHRISTIAN UNITY AND ECUMENICAL ATTITUDES (see also Vatican Council IT) 


Vatican Secretariat names five observers to WCC Faith and Order meeting 


‘Pope at crowning calls for Christian unity in a rejuvenated Church .. 
Gérman Free Church committee reviews WCC unity ROLL a ects) caus Geen 
Unity growth "miraculous", Faith.and Order Conference told .-« «+. » « 
Flood of problems seen endangering ecumenical movement . . . «2 «+» 
“Orthodox, other theologians blueprint post-conference study . . . . « « 


Leaders ‘of three confessions address Faith and Order meeting . ona aman 
WCC Faith ‘arid Order conference sees churches moving towards unity. of secre | 


Reports from the section meetings at Montreal. conference, .. -« piers 
Lutheran relations to other Christians highlighted at LWF Be a ee: 
Montreal: what the papers say .. Ds tat es Aa hat nae suese NS A PG 

- Message of the 4th World Faith and bheee Conference, Mortrent Uae Bap Eat oe 

- Russian Church establishes Christian unity committee . 2. « « 6 « »# we 
Presbyterian leader deplores "divided" church in Korea .. . « «© «© « 

“Iutherans hold world assembly in Helsinki (special report) ...+.+- 
Pope.apped.se }for Roman: Cathalic-Orthodox una ty cic 6 1 Gedces etl a lati estenis ay 

_ Cardinal Bea proposes institute for unity . .« « « «+ «© « «© © ow © we 2 

manelicans.’call for unity, Service, LaLtye involvement! sxe. ecles «inc eles 


Pope urges pilerins to peomo re (Chur CH int CY iis ian shee iste erste se we ke 
"True dialogue" is the vital Pex Dr. Visser 't Hooft tells 
Central Committee .... y bcethina yo 8 Veal, Whe | hete Sip Melee fail as te er ee 


Dr. Ramsey lauds. growth in ean, SOIR eich ie atti Sie Re Ste LPL” Reo, Bas ee ae 


. Central Committee debates meaning of WCC membership .~. . .« « « « 6 « «© « 
- Spanish university plans chairs. of ecumenism, Protestant theology ... 
‘Lutherans challenged to meet reforms in Roman Catholic Church .... ~~. 
sChurches, in. Scotland -blueprint plans “for. greaberUnaGy ae oh pel wl te el oe 

Archbishop, Iakovos speaks on Christian unity .° . se es «is «ss « © « /«@ 
UK churches prepare for first British Faith and Order Conference .. . 


French Protestant Federation offers guidance in ecumenical dialogue .. 
Russian church strengthens Christian unity commission .:.. . « » se. + 


pootLbish Baptists rote not to pegotn WCC eo ers celts ole weit wen eae shen ie es 

"Great Shepherd" is theme for 1964 Week of Prayer for Unity ...... 
- Theologian chides Protestants for lagging in Church renewal . . « « « « 
Hungarian leader praises new opportunities for dialogue . ....+.ee-e 
Mmapnenitan' patriarchs Meet ih  Verueesd Cuca cae) tetas Celie eos edit et in, ceo eet Ree 
“Anglican-Methodist groups join to protest union plans . .. 1 . . «.« » 
BoLsiop etresses need for Organic. UNVGY tae use le Ase le wee Ue ales 
Benaos lay bishop. visits. WOC. Soo. al sey easy falas Coe piaas ie inthe ate tml ae dle one 


Russian church in USA urges Orth Gdox Mu MON ein y os ee ties ’ Oy tei cat ne yeae ke 
Fundamental. changes in papacy doctrine seen required fon alee a aad akin 


Move’ toward unity held reassuring. trend of 1963... ., mie prea e ime lima! Bla 


Father Congar is honoured - ARO AMT GAM Aree a et Nea MD hh) Wed Sen YM Jes gy Dyliyh, Wa CS IE cee, 


CHURCH- STATE RELATIONS vies 
.Divided German. synods stay. topeaies it Reid aan. ta Eats Gael o> lie nite as weg 
-ODU leader.denounces Bast’ German churches' statement +... ¢ .. e+e. 
Zurich.voters approve legal recognition of Roman Catholic Church .. . 


Wyszynski defends bishops:of Poland’ 2 ob amare BUI mea nats ee, La eat pam als 


German,church leader reports cAiuanctos receptive to pleas for 
easing. of UWalli". restrictions ‘ ‘ * ’e yee eye * ry e ry e ° Pas eS ow 
Aid to Christian schools gives state no control; court rules... . « > 
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CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS (cont. ) 

Danish’ government gives public funds for missionary project ..... 
Religious freedom sefeguarded in Malaysia's constitution .. .. « » 
Buddhist.state religion pressed for Ceylon .. . ater ey Ramee eA ho 

‘Laymen. employed by. churches lose pension rights in USSR Pi te tne Les) ae ee 
Lutherans hold. world assembly in Helsinki (special report) ..... 
Christian church construction permitted by Kuwait government .... 
Australian. Anglican withdraws religious instruction in state schoels 
WCC will study question of government aid to social projects .... 
wmourches in Nigeria criticize. state of nation and’ ‘church. iw wo. ieo%. 
Czech government frees primate and seven bishops . » 9. + « ee m6. 

Dutch missionary organizations suggest council on government funds 
Be EEC Re Ce TAC whl dey aime iis (he! GREER aha Ma Niraeri tia Hie Maly. el gt: Sue gygh sp 
New Gealand church bodies press for state school eid). .iie-e lee als 
Det eO melita hn Same subsidy! t Or Ghurchesyie ta. Si hate 16 vp fal venien 
Mops seer vchurcies NOLOVITat BSSEMDLY ay te Fecteltet he Se Ae fe white ke elie 
New government actions alarm Moa beacas y* PREPS Stan Ue wt wl etle me WeclalCte Lelie 
Fovermmenteminidter craticizes Anglican prelate ee. oe lei a) al eek. 
Loowucei) etoreign minister defends Angola. polieyy ets sce %e elves 
Peeuneoo reat rinms: controversial atands sie sr severe foe ce Mee. lel ket 
maigon says Catholic prelate bars clergy from politics ss eel. 3% 


CHURCH UNION 
Anglicans, Methodists in South Africa to report on their joint talks 
DACheiGla Seroup plLandsuconterendce..on Bapti Shieh hr, eve ik en ee ay eke 
Proposal to merge conservative Lutheran synods defeated ....-.+«. 
Peneeniye wat DuGierane Untie.intone Chur chic is tusdbe wt ebiel Hersle ides ele cle tie 
Pieris e CU urn v iid Gays Cyeie COPA WIP UD ye) aOR ada witudnie ve nie Pits ec ia! She mete 
Powe meonn a? OCHPLe tr eneordes. tin LT ty .moVveliieay fal Weliiey feiss uke Ye che! cat vace tk 
fABeL ican synods (request| negotiations .on UnDomo wn Where ee wan lees. eps 
Meccvodtec-huUn- comme ttee ito dratt' plan Por \anm@orm je ieo wih Wh ae eh ee ee 
BUB and Methodist commissions authorize "plan of union" draft... . 
Mise ten rchuvonmmuni on, predicted iby end. of! LOG WA bie ese ena wane 
UnSom Glan proposed) Oy, BUR Methodist cChurgnege: weesie as elie ice we cel ace 
Deane Sy acini em MOV eS OWES: MMT OM lei il ies sk selpmaiind w/e) cele S's ie el, 6 
CC CNG A es OLLI OD LOMO re elite, Fai up ohne eR AL cyanea ee ee 
Anelicen Methodist, union group tholds firstumeeting = 0.3 “sire 668. se 
Progress reported towards union of Congregational bodies in S. Africa 


CONFESSIONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL LIFE AND STRUCTURE 
Payette tema avi O RN GeV, OME LTS TS oi ok? 025 ase t edlapelcecoe wo. ca Ghllk ey ecsts 
No mission hindrances asked in African church formation ...s. ee. 
eerbian Orthodox bishop to be tried. by church court in USA .«. e+ 
Change in congregation structure urged to meet today's needs .... 
Consecration of first deacon in Swiss Protestant Church ..'.. 4... 
Three Anglican dignitaries criticize church's Thirty-Nine Articles . 
The Evangelical Church of French Polynesia becomes independent ... 
Cabanas aaa sy Om Brit AND SWOT ein SMT LIE CA Nii Mari gk AN Mg Mao a ve bE wh al) avaw cg 
Spovact Union Baptists hold ifiret ¢dngreas ‘since L944... we he a els 
East German Christians reported thriving in "a spiritual way" ..,. 
Communion services of different traditions to be held in Coventry 
epee er ences STAN 1 ails Al Bote abt Mat cas iat Rng rhea Legh iwe | nehan tab aN acy eed @ Comayati ee) eh cn 
Swiss churches and missions mark SrOVULGSUCOO Ne PAG OR os ob ae lhe nike ogee 
renevreschurch moves tovstreamhine, administration) \siieis fe ee ub) lee 
He Vie. Porevreporin vrtal \chumehs di fevin, Mangaryie eibuk e ela les ee 
Church of Greece to cut clergy education requirements; ask more aid 
ALC council approves report on EON SEES ea War hk cease Laie bsp ante ie oe 
synod asks, Prases Scharf to "stay.with us.in Berlin". . . 2.0.35 6 ss 
Ditonionurenemetenie rien beor. humanists \>. sins chilies be ee le Po 
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CONFESSIONALISM 
Consultation: probes world confessional issues). ss s. 0s 5 8 sues 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
French recognize conscientious objectors + + + + + a arte Ore ee 
French journals see flaws in 0.0. Lest slabion ieee sie deve Ne pars 
Consclentlous, ObJec LOLs «Li BRATTCO eA vers shoe le eines eae iin et aan meneame 
French finally. give legal status to conscientious ODJSCEONG: atice eve 
» Italian priest jailed for article on conscientious objectors .« » 


EDUCATION (general, Christian) 

Quebec ehurches may lose SCHOOLS LMONO POW) 1s ye. suisse Sie ne Ne wee ane aL 
Protestant, Roman Catholic teach classes jointly in Cameroun + « » 
Thdones kan churches. plan iCULFLCULUMI Ge me Ls yaa sia ee eg il sige Sic eee de 
Aid -to Christian schools gives state no CONTROL, pOOUL bE rULC tance re 

Ford Foundation gives $204,000 for clergy seminars in economics, 
PHAN. VLOVLEMB) ys ys ops Gat, oo cee. wUnee Mim er ae) Meith ptm oan a aan ann ii aaa 
Congo Protestant university to open nM «Wik lah ens Ia Pod Ayla a raed Sew Pi ag LE Wee 50-3 
New grants announced by Theological Education BNO ov ke ttre ene nionn wearers 


Australian Anglican withdraws religious instruction in state schools 


Congolese pastors complete theological refresher course «+ + «+ * » 
Central Committee debates meaning of WoC memberShip..0 o's 0 «0 % 

Latin American specialists map plans for new SUPT PCO UM, se) rel vein oy ve 
New programme is designed +6 train campus leaders (seis 66) 6) Shee 
New Congo university planned at Stanleyvillee ead -tieid reese ee See 
New Zealand church podies press for state school aid . + + + +'e + 
Christians in Sweden unite to defend religious instruction «=... -» 
Missions leaders study plans for theological education, literature 
Cardinal Cushing gives $10,000 for training of Orthodox priests . .- 


ETHICS (personal, professional, social) 
Quakers: issue official TiLSWH ON, MALTIALES: Wie cohol aa) meen see eee Es 


INFORMATION (press, broadcasting, film, photographs ) 
Philippines to get second Christian radio network « »« « « « e's « » 
Asian Christian journalists attend Bangkok meeting « + «+ « «+ © # » 
French information specialists ask recognition of their "ministry" 
Ecumenical discussion joined via satellite - +++ ++ +e+eee-s 
fransoceanic TV Tinks churchmen «(6 os 664) se eee pel wis gs 


INTER-CHURCH AID (see also Refugees) 

- Churches coordinate plans to help Chittagong typhoon VUPCTIMS, ial te 
Swedish Lutheran churches name library after Dag Hammarskjold .. - 
Churches send help to Skopje earthquake Ny Lie LTS iat meatal oe wale ate amines 
Spanish Protestants aid Anglican farm school in Uganda «++ + « » 
Many churches support WCC's $500,000: rehousing project for Skopje 
earthquake victims .... TRE APR ut habe aS Ey lahat cde «tiga auenipacenihs 
WCC plans advance to house Skdpie sf quake (Vie Lime! il ste ee pers ease + 
Lutheran body offers to act as WCC's agent in service programmes . 


2 


Churches raise nearly $400,000 for houses for Skopje 'guake survivors 


Central Committee debates meaning of WCC membership . « « » « » + » 
iBread for the World" to restudy policy . 1 e°+ e+e ¢ 6 © 6 ee 8 8 
Presbyterian medical schools reopen this fall in the Congo «+s - 
New wing for’ "Gasa’ Locarno" dedicated.» 4 6 + 6 4 + + * * e es es 
wee, LWF plan joint study of medical mission; works: 4 belts falta ria 8 
Wcc appeals For $500,000 to aid victims of Italian dam disaster and 
_ Caribbean Huerd cane ee Hee Tin | gee ie i NG i aes Ne ere oe eS 
October 18 dedication date for new WCC village in Iran «++ +s + » 
wec to build houses for Italian dam disaster’ victims . «+ + + « » 
Asian leaders chart new aid strategy (special report) s. . +... -s 
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INTER-CHURCH AID (cont.) 
Asian churches need overall plan of work and witness says joint 
WCC/EACC Inter-Church Aid Consultation (anemia ere port) ies, Fite 
WCC surveys news in hurricane disaster area . PRM TALE Ua Tg Sig hyrig! "st ey Wat ig 
WCC revises plan for dam disaster survivors... Oana athe Ue iha ie ett 
Finns share national collection with overseas CIMEO CMB EATEN Gea ie Se tek ek 
Muskerenehlel. teamito vient Cuba. pe moe: Se in PE Sr CaP a TPN aN VR 


Sharing saved Haiti after hurricane Flora... . wees eet aw el ete eh a 
Congo women aid Korean COR SL ORE MEO et sina satel seer inig? git ae de en Se oe be 
European Mennonites send rice to Indonesia . cee WN Bh as a Mee A gee ae 


German churches launch 5th "Bread for the Wogdaa sid peiyreriinr ge Be reoiah Meloow a) 


New ways sought to ensure greater support for inter-church aid projects 


Volunteers complete work for DOD SUA e OU CU Meh py ishing, Wn Vimia NSy 
"House of Dialogue" for students in Paris Ne ene M Rn eT erica “ehiiian i gheh eran, Nutr 
Italian churches aid dam disaster survivors eM etaNa tele a ey, Mark gers auy mate tee 
Mannonbies send third: team! to! Raita. Yer es eae, Mle si ha en Siem a ates 


INTER. CHURCH CONTACTS, EXCHANGES, AND RELATIONS 


Breve emotes tants Visity USAR) 6b vss, ced. tae Bh iat dha\ WN wih ear Val tela Mouth 
Ecumenical Patriarch welcomed in Athens ...... eae tien tarlee toteye. jelile 
Council pleads for closer cooperation among Dutch churches ..... 


UK Methodists authorize talks with other churches MOC OLA: ees phir ve 
Bishop Hazim sees Russian church as home of Spiritual life in Russia 
Six Russian Church leaders to be BUCK Ber Tui terme ta. Mu ye we Nie nit pa ille. 
Brethren-Orthodox statement accents PEACE MOL Ty ee Opeae Cee phy eben Tl aig | its. 
Brethren group tours USSR, confers with Patriarch PLS OTE als) Serve ek ie sive 
British form unofficial group to promote Anglican--Methodist unity . .. 
French Protestants ask France to abandon nuclear Deed! PLAN wes se shes he 
Belgian churches announce joint OVATE LUSTIG DR Gi tah whey) wher uel vaniau dig Why lay 
Southern Presbyterian-Reformed committee recommends Hioint 

EG EONS UST hah tekeas Lal SO IMMPy ALIaty iS) AR Ween ar aS ie IR ea ane Ri nak Rr aS 
Dr. Fry sees Lutheran association "all but certain!" DE LOG ava iene sien de 
Next meeting planned by Conference of Epo peany Church esi iy peeve se, 
Philippine churches found new national council ... BL ve Meow eo lctaey g Pais ies 
German and Rumanian churches to seek closer contacts CGI, BNE Tea cthie stig 


INTERCONFESSIONAL RELATIONS 


Vatican. Secretariat. names five observers to WCC Faith and Order meeting 


Spanish.Christians meet for ecumenical DESMO CWE CU UC Ct niet hacia) prea ier as 
Protestant, Roman Catholic teach classes JONG Sema Came rountl (ete tian en 
Two Roman Catholic prelates at Russian Orthodox celebration... . a 
Possible change in RG relations with "Y"'s Suggested-by RC journal .. 
Greek church to consider Remi peel ounoi observe nevis wily ace fk mah Moke, ake 
Orthodox, other theologians blueprint post-conference SLUG Vic ae whew snip 
Patriarch visiting Corfu lauds good Orthodox-Catholic relations ... 
Canadian Catholics contribute $20,000 to rebuild fire-ravaged 

UA EE CaSO ULT OTM Ie og Vas ilk oe ey eS AY 5 
Lutheran relations to other Christians highlighted 


at LWF assembly . 


« 


* 


Importance of Vatican Council stressed at Presbyterian Alliance meeting 


Catholic archbishop asks common Bible in addressing Methodists ... 
Theologian urges Orthodox churches to send observers to Vatican Counci 
Presbyterians invite Roman Catholics to take part in world meeting 

USA theologians will represent Vatican at wcc SoA CeON a peu witches co arte 
Lutherans hold world assembly. in Helsinki (special See: Kray Uy trata 


e 


tk 


° 


Three Indian churches will be invited to send “»tican Council observers 


Bishop Dietzfelbinger to direct -ecumenical PESSarcir insta tite wo eu ws 

"True dialogue". is the vital issue, Dr. Visser 't Hooft tells 
Seiad eh el OUR VOT eee cdl Mmene aN heal Ne UNS eh ye 

Executive Committee Report, Rochester, N.Y. Moen A eaetN Re ede ental ee 


s 


* 
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INTERCONFESSIONAL RELATIONS (cont. ) 

Central Committee statement on relations with the Roman Catholic Chiral em, 
wCC notes "ground for hope" for genuine dialogue with R.C. Church . .. 35 
Orthodox leaders agree to "equal footing" talks with R.C. Church .- .°36 
Russian Orthodox leader has audience with cAeD 8 <M Tar Ree poe an D Wier y y he Tae! 
Theologian sees thaw in Latin American church Pe La sLOnse! ki Velvelt eeheleets eee 
Protestants and Catholics cooperate in Mexieolg BPbhle id ay vi i ie cheste Ceti iat 
Catholic prelate cites WCC work dn ecumenitoatf4 elit Airey er acts) oh iateny ai 
Orthodox ‘Patriarch comments on "equal daglogue™ proposal.’ i i sou ep el ase 
Dutch missionary organizations suggest council on government funds 

for development BGs hse ie! Way ae ae Bi. eyed vel We ZiMal alN Gat latettiibe seat Bunb-lig a tel been etalon pe OLS 
Archbishop Iakovos expresses views of American Orthodoxy on Council .. 38 
EKD delegation visits Moscow for theological discussions ......«. 38 
Roman Catholic archbishop urges recognition of non-Roman churches ... 38 
Basutoland Roman Catholics, Protestants hold inter-church discussions « 39 
Catholic, Lutheran theologians hold discussions in Colombia ....... 39 
Greek Orthodox hierarchy approves plan for dialogue with Roman Catholics40 
British church council discusses mixed marriages, international affairs 40 
Roman Catholics, Protestants in Brazil in conversation ......s-. » 40 
Orthodox await Vatican response on "full SQUELIE PO An OTA Opies rs ee ee 
Priest urges inter-religious meeting on world's population problems .. 41 
Archbishop. of Canterbury proposes ANSLicansOrthodox "Falke js 6s ee rime 
Protestants, Roman Catholics to use“identical Bible texts 1s. ... = Ge 
Swiss pastor warns of dangers of mixed MALO PARO Be: sou. sel te sash en ecieeeee 
Italian Protestant leader defends attitude to Roman Catholic Church. . A2 
Inter-confessional research centre to be located in DURES POU: tA acres eae 
(eotestent-Roman Oatholi¢ dialogue an Chile. Vo eee tee, ee, eee ae 
Two Roman Catholic observers named to WCC missions MOO CINE a iets wl ie ene 
Baptist lauds Pope. Johny citer. "hew dag’ an Spain, ss oe et eae ee 43 
Pope: Paul writes’ Eeuméni eal Patriarenve see Go oP ea eee Gee eee ee 44 
Cardinals and bishops at lecture by Professor Cullmann ....e.e«e-e 45 
Dutch. Protestants, Roman Catholics plan joint PSTPOGLOS LY 7 iiiy tt erie 6 ee) eee 
Jesuit charges Irish Catholics overlook Protestant contributions . ae eee 
Professor. Cullmann praises "open door" of Vatican secretariat ..... 45 
Boumenical Patriarch proposes “summit conference" . ....-+.-«e.ees 46 
Cardinal Cushing gives $10,000 for training of Orthodox priégstay soya 
UK churches united to plan WOVEN) ridden, eePe: ec Wile Wea hy ok ae ten bie iua tt sty mamma 
Australian Protestant-Roman Catholic team to work in Indonesia .... AT 
Orthodox, Catholics agree on maintenance of NativatyAchurehigit.i5 eevee ees 


INTER-FAITH RELATIONS 
Basle Kirchentag raps "widespread" anti-semitism in Switzerland 0 Se ye Pulls at 
Vatican Council document declares no biblical basis for anti-semitism . 42 
Dialogue advocated as form for Christian-Jewish encounter ..... eee 
Possibility of ecumenical centre in Jerusalem to be studied ...... 44 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
US church leader urges rotification of Test Ban Treaty Oe cit LT ear wer ir at | 
CCIA statement on Vietnam stresses religious freedom for all men ... 
Church centre for the United Nations consecrated in New. York soar cevhidy 
CCIA. memorandum distributed to UN assenbly delegates Wie. maaita ediecha ts 
Japanese clergy oppose;port call. by.US atomic sub is «cid «wie we aos 
BKID leader suggests neeting with Prague Peace offietale vi. cuweoate se ks 
Laymen debate issue of European UNDG wens!” Mis ee Meh a e e Re ere anes 
British church council discusses mixed marriages, international affairs 
Madagascar churches hold Fath) ASS em DL Voss ly wesw» as KORE AS fale wale thee 
British council.expresses concern on South African arms vote . wsgtantietok 
Complete disarmament seen goal by Christian Peace Cand erence, ee EU eS 
ees e tt churches oppose arms for South BLL OS Ms i Neviman ig Als ago ge iiuaion Ole abe at aaae 
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LAITY 
Anglican communion urged to call world meeting for laymen .... 
Evangelical churches use deacons, laymen to great advantage... . 


LITERATURE (including Bible and other publications ) 
First Letter of Peter in Spanish launches new Bible campaign .. . 
Catholic archbishop asks common Bible in addressing Methodists .. 
Pe Cane e On UO SUD Ny ay COMPOS leis beth wo wi asacie ek lie weve 
Poiiaieleedets, plantlateratune cooperataoneisie tous Geog «ce 60s ove 
Protestants, Roman Catholics to use identical Bible texts ..... 
Latin: America distribution of Scriptures accelerated ... +s e+ e+. 
Kast German churches express misgivings about new Dibelius book... 


Dutch Protestants, Roman Catholics plan joint periodical ..... 
Parceceenipmeny or Bibles arrives in Spain .°. .0s' si. . ak 


MINISTRY 
First of bowler hat' clergymen to be ordained in Southwark .... 


High theological enrolments reported in Norway, Finland .....-. 
Rig rector says Brass linecds 584000) priestae 2th REARS Goiec Vase % 
Potick) pastors enprovedein Weab Barlinig ou oVeer nether iar s 4s Seen tes % 


MISSIONS (home and foreign) 
Indonesia recalls Le MONA MICS. a nea ties -eritepaiaiad. ce aot bap ee 
Extremists in Indian state ask ban on DPROEC IY bt eaten a be oust pe (See te 
Hew Udasion. method tried. by, Wisconsin synod of USA (.°. 0... see 
No mission hindrances asked in African church formation ...... 
Congo Gigic Alveate PoOvemore pmrgeiOnaTries? i cian ok ee ee ee 
Consultation priest el orairy Dra paAra tion os so \mek ts. bs Cae eats 
Nepal law bars "proselytism" Oy, Christian. mt SsalonerTea ne iso. eh’ 
Ecuador Protestants Pec ost mi seloOnp GULTeaeN se fake a oie tek ie 
Germans move to unite churches and missions... Piles eet eta eth gta 
Mexico meeting Putioiietomeaw Looks A ts, Missi ong ar seul ss a Geis ees 
Mission workers in PEMOTSESY eget 21 04 (nei A Resp ee a ab Sas eta oat iC J 
High theological enrolments repor.ed. in Womway a PEN ein. sis see eit 
Pe ee Okoker aria ky GOSS LOM ECL VA GY. oes. oe viel ecke sw lien len ee 
Indian state megects bill barring. conversion activity... wt. 
Two Roman Catholic observers named to WCC missions meeting .... 
Swiss churches and missions mark SVOWLUG -CO@Merea OM tele cs ces, tele 
Portugal's fore sn mince ter derends “Angola ‘palicy < oss ets bee 
Conference studies churches! mission to tribal peoples ....« «'s 
Missions seen undergoing new period of testing «1 ..« .« . «se ee 
Close relations called for between home and foreign missions ... 
Missions leaders study plans for theological education, literature 
Denominational emphasis seen hindering missionaries! preparation ©. 
New situation in Latin America "taking churches by surprise" ... 
Missions leaders study “how churches grow't . . +. ss ees « ee 
Urbanization creating new problems for churches, Commission told . 
international team aids Indian industrial missions .......e.e-e 


NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 
Boddhtetastate religion pressed. for Ceylon, «ws 0 ee eS 6 6 Sea 
Islam slated to be state retsd Pr vtece wh ¢ Wig og ge td" ge Re eed Rey Cy a 
Pima esi! iyi tne eturny ne Budahg Sti oso se eee Oe ee ee 
Christianity Pea ott oe te es Lea A WELBON OT Fel CRT aier Rn been os ore tg deg 


NUCLEAR -ENERGY AND WEAPONS 
French) Y0kemenbers, denounce: nuchear pobicy ei koe ie ibe wes Do. fw 
CCITA expresses hopes for Moscow disarmament conference ...... 
eee eee nny OW AMT OM ONT Te it ale hice ao Ge! eas atk Cotte eo hdlltic es el Owe De 
World Council. urges .Test Ban Treaty support aN Cg iy WRN cara Pa ae 
Test Ban Treaty.--.special supplement issued September 20 


* e e ° 


19 


EPS Index/July-December, 1963 20 


NUCLEAR ENERGY AND WEAPONS . 
British ‘church council discusses mixed marriages, international affairs 40 
French Protestants ask France to abandon nuclear test plans ......e 42 
Australian Presbyterians oppose French nuclear testing ........ =. 45 
Complete disarmament seen goal by Christian Peace Conference ...-. .« 45 


PERSONAL LIBERTY 
Churchmen ask -for -five political.prisoners to be freed Medio vece  e e5 
wouth ‘African -police act ‘against bishop, priest ic tad i ee be Dede Oe 
Dre Blazali'\s “trial- now sat. forede toner! Tice <4 ces ee ae oS eae 
East German authorities ask recall of Swedish pastor .. -. 2. « « « »« e 42 
Swedish minister denies‘charges; denied access to East Berlin .. =. - 43 


PERSONALITIES 
Bijheimer:to-leave:WCC for -charch post iso) Vas Se eb eee ee eee 
hore ‘comments on election of Pope PawleoVl <a se ase DE eee eee 
Russian Patriareh marks: 50th anniversary.of ordination .....«.e +. « 28 
Russian:church establishes Christian unity committee .. ah Wr ea ee 
Lutherans hold world assembly in Helsinki (special BART a nate eal eae eae. 
yrs Bader, '['] > dies in “New Tork. 40 “zee \\c ‘cede ae) ae ie) es ete ae ie ee 
New volume marks ay years of service by Dr. Visser 't Hooft ....-. . 34 
South African leader resigns ministry in dispute over institute 

directorship gE ee ae Gig RU hg) a yas) CaM ae ane ae ns Lg ie ce 
Scotsman is elected Salvation Army chief .. ; ; er ate Bt teas bee ees 
The Rev. C.F.B. Naudé's farewell sermon Cheer at bee PPE AO eg ke Be 0 
Metropolitan Nicodim given promotion to ee aa See hy tise) Ge Cetin eee 
New WCC staff appointments announced .... A ik eee ahs wees 

German church leaders honour Dr. Visser 't Hooft di wibw Veh els ee a iae a 
Dr. Blaxall convicted; receives suspended sentence. .« sc« + & + ss ie ao 
WCC. mames new staff ie. Wits ose ea oa Fae oplead woke Ons ee 
German government honours. WOO officials. -. 7 Sos. Cah ee tre Swe crete eee 
First African minister elected abee Ai of South African Methodist 

Giareli ses le a eee es al Twa wr keel a he iio eke een bin mde Re ee 
Anglican prelate! s fareweil aA ec cites dangers of race segregation . 41 
ia eee Ioannidis, 675 dies In Atheros. hb... 2s eka cele ba ee esas kon oe eee 
Father Congar is. Honoured seiiac: evialew fetne ae Bae RCo a eee A a ee ee 


RACE RELATIONS 
Action programme formulated by NCC commission on religion and race .. 25 
Clergyman says churches capitulate’ to apartheid...) 2%. Se.) fot. Wa 25 
Dr. Blake, other clergy arrested in attempt to integrate amusement park 26 
English religious leaders hit South African apartheid laws ....+.. 27 
South African Methodist assails segregation policy ~. .. +. «..-e«« 27 
Dean ‘Griiber assures Dr. King of his support in integration fight .... 27 
Magazine warns some South African whites see need for self-protection 
why foros’ . «« ov ie dtr eile Kelt eo eaten cme a CD ar atteetal\ a Late ckette ate eee ome 
Local churches ecw with ‘hiding from social: eancertig <0 cscs os. cei euene | 

. Northern Rhodesia churchmen set anti-segregation drive ..... . 
Us churches prepare for aid of massive civil rights march . .....-. 

- Wew Christian institute to study problems in South Africa... ... «+. -« 
Dr. Blake cites churches' failure in Washington March Speech . «-.« »o ». 
Racial segregation "unchristian", Central Committee declares ....e « 
German Baptists deplore racial Serine in USA". aw Lee ra wee ihe Mote 
Statement of the Central Committee on racial and ethnic tension... . 
South African leader resigns ministry in dispute over institute 

Gi TSC Ores Do's 50s bs evo he bs deve LOR am cet tae ke ello teen oe eee oe 
Minister-challenges African .Methodiat {Church * 4-s49 7.5 oes ee ee 
Methodist leaders condemn world-wide racial injustice . +. ...+e+«-e- 
Churches send "trouble shooters" into race tense areas in US South .. 
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RACE RELATIONS (cont. ) 
New church Boa Te Cp chelates OD UA EE AIE EA Ieee? eh ON el Veet Mele! Ub. lati 5 cies lar Pek. oe aah 
Sir Hugh Foot warns of racial explosion POU UGE BEL TIGR soe vip seek ve 
‘The Rev. C.F.B. Naudé's farewell sermon (Special report) ...... 
Interracial group sentenced for trying to attend worship at 
ogee as ts pea beach va st saat eae a aay ed OCR is a Vue MEE CS a na Ae FO 


US .church leaders warned "white supremacists" SCE Up rae OULVE GY oe Tg ler 


United Church backs economic pressures on South Africa ....... 
Protestant paper's offer of comment: exchange on segregation rejected 
Church acts to.stop aid to segregated CONBCERAG MONE Nel is give Sank alata 
Anglican .prelate's farewell message cites dangers of race segregation 


Northern Methodist clergy fail to integrate -ohurch (in: Jacks ores. '6 4) a: 


US Methodist bishops denounce race PPL AGG Coin Ue hvaciiiigg Wa iiwl te vsah a ehiar Vie he wav 
Government minister criticizes Anglican pe rey Cee ata eRe pote ny a ca PO 
ogee or Gefende new south cATrica tingtitute (lols. gece Oe teh 


Presbyterians urged to review financial dealings to end racism . . 3. 


\? Northern ministers: agree to stay in N.C. ee Ma eanhh go eS ie 4 Ne gar aw ekr hig 
PegCaU sou ronal harms. controversial. standSise hie icone Oe ble lel bel ae 
Bishop.deplores Anglican "failure" over ADEN TAS Cieiieh la Net ne . ° 
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Urgency. of racial questions spothighted by USA National Osuna Resaniiae 


NCC leaders meet president, discuss racial JUS UIC ZOD Rom iy: cell Sere ace 


» AT 


Fund campaign launched to assist BKpiscopalians in civil rights. Sepa one AT 


South African: reese ae warns of menace to- civilization Ch ania Titer Cahn 
RALLIES | | 


“Greater Christian effort urged toward "bearable co-existence" ... mh 
Basle Kircheritag ° ‘raps "widespread" anti-semitism in Switzerland . ete tee te 


REFUGEES (see also Inter-Church Aid) 
Indian churches have $90,000 programme to aid Tibetan refugees . « « 
New director appointed for Bengal Refugee Service .. Ri ae Reda, ected Ry hice as 
“LWP may act for WCC in aid to refugees in TRNAS VME Ee) ela i amen ira ten 
(4963 ‘Nansen medal harided to representative of International Council 
of Voluntary Agencies ae ee wanes. “sy g) eh ive hae a eWay Wait et eC eh’ Nie ed co 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


Three seminaries missing from Russian Orthodox review list .... a 
Swedish Baptists in Finland protest religious liberty infringements . 


Religious freedom safeguarded in Malaysia's SONS tA LOLLON is aw rite eis 
Jurists' commission condemns Haiti for persecution of Catholics $Y aie 
Gréece bars pastor as AUER Sa EY CON (aS. 9h eli atantte tay Canis é ‘ etka vere ise 
‘15,000 clergymen hit Vietnamese religious policies, cag ee US ‘harass fies 
Islam slated to be state eee ONCOL HE SATE Lt van tries ohio u ey Coty Sanuing hg Meg eae 


Foreign minister says Vatican must advise Spain on Protestants! status 


‘Nepal law bars "proséelytism". Dy CNC CL en i SS TOME Epes aug. @ alee tec le ian ke 
Spanish tourist office posts notice of services .. . . ° suas 


CCIA statement on Vietnam stresses religious freedom hey ish DBT Sosa ae 
Roman Catholics who Sent childrén to Lutheran school are excommunicated 


EACC message concerning the situation in SOMES CHAM ae uh Uy tegen 
Tunisia orders halt to Ae OR HO Ua VE LN alta We Ns) \andecGa ety wisiwls es wl ss ce Pi 
‘Indian NCC stresses religious UDG ur Led Lagoa gluten hiker Testu da yiet ty, 
Religious leaders! appeal dsks ‘justice for Jews in OPH it autie ater th 
Graham Greene decries false reports of Cuba LUST LG, oP te et cah wae lens 
‘Outlook improving Wee at ee OCG Or aIL elu. ek se alee bh moeice eel ow. edie 
Religious liberty in the Sudan (special report) . SSP Sipe Tg 
Religious liberty view advanced in “"L'Osservatore Romanan OE rec ARES 


REPENTANCE ACTIONS AND RECONCILIATION Joes 4 
Repentance memorial to mark Nazi attaek on synagogues . hep ate whine 


German .church leaders at .Dachau - ‘honour memory of Nazi victims’. . .°.: 
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SACRAMENTS 
Changes suggested in procedure for Communion at ecumenical meetings hz wens 
Journal says church should decide whether children may commune . + « + 43 


SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND CHRISTIAN ACTION 
Spanish church publication asks strike rights, free- labour unions .. ., 28 
Lutherans: study “theology ‘of... sa¢cLale'denvi Ge i moitg™ « munecitet cut emoaees yacracnsee, 29 
Waldensian Church of Palermo protests Mafia outrages. 1.5) 2's. 6 ee 30 
Religious organizations endorse president's immigration plan ..... 30 
"True: dialogue" is the vital issue, Dr. Visser !'t Hooft tells. Central 


Committee e « e e s J e . ° . s ° es ° ° Bi 
$231,000 gift of us EE en as will a fraviits eee a savtiexs ant ar 
Anglican prelate condemns corporal puntsnhiien tlaw isis) ta tale | sad eee au melee cane) 


Central: Committee debates meaning of WCC membership .......-e-.- 34 
WCC will study question of government aid to social projects ... . . 35 
Huteh, council aske (ection “on four isoeLalei1d a etr. WIS eee peta et re 
Protestants in Europe's Latin countries report better Catholic relations37 
Indian industrial evangelism plans aided through international team .. 38 
Churches sponsor large-scale non-profit housing projects ......«- 39 
Ford Foundation to survey churches' impact in developing countries .. 42 
Buropean Methodists study ‘social, rdéepongsi bilities * Wit lene a aera eines 
End. “white-only" immigration: churchmen ‘ask ‘Australia’ (1.3 ee ee oe 
Cuba would welcome drugs and relief goods, but not personnel ivi he wel eee 
Dallas minister denounces “spirit of assassination" «.°. . 4. 1. «= de 45 
London's West Indians failed by churches, survey discloses ...... 45 
Alberta government studies Change (in adoptLon Aa wei euiied, 6\ces lela es heal ae tareaen 
Methodist Bishop of Dallas asks end of bi tternesay ihe tes cs wa: .an stan Mer nteae ee 
Australian church leaders ask more liberal immigration policies .... 46 


THEOLOGY dito 
beunerans hold ‘world assemblyutmn We meal Merah ce cell dn cin men ee ae 
phe Melchite «Patriarch comments (on mane, .DTimacy Ma Valnas is weno ne 2 ieee eee 


Protestant observer expresses concern for "De Ecclesia" schema .... 40 
Council votes to include Mariology schema in discussion of the Church . 40 
Roman Catholic theologian decries confused terminologsy os aaa ee ee eee 


VATICAN COUNCIL II 
Vatican Commission ends streamlining task Jor Counet de. Meee ie ona aime 
New Marian dogma seen unlikely by Lutheran authority on Roman 
OSTMOLL ORS Fa 26 ideas staan’ cp fare ol Let AR EO CEMA gy NO cee ann 
Greek church to consider naming Council observers cnlvelye asa) euies, © ee 
Importance of Vatican Council stressed at Presbyterian Alliance meeting 40 
Theologian urges Orthodox churches to send observers to Vatican Council 30 
Pope's message anticipates "good news" from Hungary .....-e.+.«.e.s 31 
Three Indian churches will be invited to send Vatican Council observers 32 
Three persons to represent WCC at Second Vatican Council session .. Ps, 
Executive Committee report - HOCHES TOT Nie liai pan te hela! cya) ienias Mabel ey ce meme 
World Council names four observers to Second Vatican Council session . 34 
Central Committee debates meaning of WCC memberships, feud) icsneice, 0: bet bamne 
Pope opens second session of Vatiean Council TT with, unity lee eum onus 240 
Press hails Pope's call for Curia reforms +. kris AE Chae hed ceinta oe eaieoae Bae 
WCC observer sees "realization period! for! Vat can sCouvei Dl clits welt Uru Meaee 
Vatican Council: MOLES PTSSs COMMENTS a» arat \-wiasiespiayiu dl nals wils aie Meenas. pita ek eee 
Archbishop Iakovos expresses views of American Orthodoxy on Council .. 38 
Further press comment on the Council... Ales end othain ab bee ae el. eee te da nea e 
Pope Paul receives observers attending Vatican Rochen si acia A EO ee 
List of delegated observers to Second Vatican Council (ene sve, s 39 
Translation. of Prof. Skydsgaard's address at Pontifical Reception a 
hah the’ Second, Vatican:.Council (appenddx iyi view aa ee ae 
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VATICAN COUNCIL II (cont. ) 


Protestant observer expresses concern for "De Ecclesia" schema ... 
Seruinad pea receives Vatican Council observers, oa cllo, ei lah le 
Council votes to include dat bniniet schema in discussion of one Church 
PermanictuMoh welicomes.Popel s/etrese.on Loreiweness lo. acid ele el ane 
Translation of Professor Schlink's address to Second Vatican 

Commer Ganmend Lar). igi sag. ar rs de yA UL AMD Ae eoROE Alo SOAR e O 
Power of bishops backed by ean CHOLLI LS heii hale Wari git a3 s 


Greek church urged to reconsider decision against Sone Kpacugene ‘ 


Vatican Council document declares no biblical basis for anti-semitism 
Vera OUnGIt CLSCUs SEG) OCune mT SHY IBCREMAS LeaViuivilee oh Coe he we ote 
Vesti tone onenOpSs at Lecimre bia Professor Cudiimarin — gis wale. oh oe ie 


ukD) praiees "Conscientious work" of iis obsernver at Vatican Counoil \. 
Professor Cullmann praises "open door" of Vatican secretariat . ... >. 


23 


AU 
AO 


40 
41 
42 
42 
44 
49 
45 
45 


second session of Vatican Council ends: much business left unfinished45 


Pi wemeaoOMil eave (CeCreeg On Nh tur ey. ICOMMUNRCASLONS coy sasha. of le at as 
ewe MO chuehneain an oman, Ca tnoldc JChumori ty Asie i el oy a oo gu eee 
Porc auledhecussee episcopacy issue. dn closing speech! i ia ee eS 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
Ventral Committee debates meaning of WCC membership . 0. e860 a 
hoerwecans enionse proposals for women lay readers su eae ares 
Propeamor “lecrer'™ voted \for Finnish: women theologians! *.. 6 or a 
Mime caonurecnr admits women to full pas torateniay ees. lay a 
Obs een oUmcGe LN) One Odin. meyer thy iS) emi Ome eu Ne er ee a i gauge 
ope wena vOrs approved “in Wesh Bar laa sinner oti eye ge ay Se 
YOUTH 


success of first long-term work camp prompts WCC plans for two more . 


1,530 young people discuss role of youth in ecumenical movement. . 

Po nea Onicha Ou Gr mee ttm i Oa wit. el Mee lesb aaa ce is reine as. ania se 
Pete oprgenus tno europe Giscugs Christlam we pne gee ce Se PN, 
DeOUOMoU eC roTeSs tant: Romani Catholio wroun by mee Gig yy tee hal lls Tatts oss 
SAmwwoore shredder World Youth Projvecta ami Gor ee ie fe PAN 


-0O00- 
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Siegel ee rs 


